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RECOMMENDATIONS, 


Philadelphia,  Jufytoth,  If 99. 

Da.  WITHERSPOON's  chancer  as  a  writer  is  lb 
highly  and  defervedly  efteemed  by  all  the  friends  of  Evangeli* 
cal  truthf  who  have  been  acquainted  with  his  publication*, 
that  it  is  prefumed  to  be  luperfluous  to  folicit  their  patronage 
bj  any  commendation  of  the  work  now  propofed  for  public** 
tion.  To  thofe  who  have  not  been  favoured  with  the  peruial 
of  the  Doctor's  Sermons  and  Eflays,  the  fubferiber  takes  the 
liberty  to  obfervc,  that  their  merit  is  fuperior  to  their  praife. 

JOHN  B.  SMITH,  Minister 
of  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church,  Philadelphia 


«n» 


Philadelphia,  %b  $0th>  179fr« 

Sift, 

IT  has  given  Hie  much  pleafure  to  hear  that  you  are  about 
to  publiih  an  edition  of  the  works  of  tbe  late  Dr.  Withee* 
spook*  I  know  not  how  you  could  do  a  greater  fervice  to  the 
public  than  by  this  undertaking;  and  I  fmcerely  hope  you  may 
find  it  advantageous  to  yourfelf.  In  all  the  Doctor's  tracts 
there  is  maftifeft  that  clofenefs  and  clearness  of  thought,  that 
acutenefs  of  difcernment  and  accuracy  of  discrimination,  that 
faculty  of  feparating  the  matter  difcuffed  from  every  thing  ex* 
traneous,  that  conftant  attention  to  radical  principles,  and  fyfr 
tematic  confiftency,  that  lucid  order,  and  that  power  of  pre- 
fenting  his  whole  fubject  in  the  moll  ftriking  and  impreflive 
manner  to  the  mind  of  the  reader,  which  diflinguifh  the  writer 
of  penetration  and  comprehenfive  views*  His  ftyle  is  uniform* 
ly  fimple  and  nervous— -perfectly  intelligible  to  thofe  who  have 
not  had  the  advantages  of  education,  and  yet  pleafmg  to  thofe 
whofe  tafte  is  the  moft  cultivated  and  correct*  The  Doctor  has 
given  fpecimens  of  talent  as  a  critic,  a  fatyrift  and  a  politician, 
which  demonstrate  that  he  might  have  attained  high  eminence 
in  each  of  thefe  characters*  But  from  a  fenfe  of  duty,  as  well 
as  from  a  love  to  the  employment,  he  devoted  himfelf  princi* 
pally  to  the  difcuffion  of  religious  truth  ;  and  always  wWh  a 
view  to  its  practical  application*    His  Sermons  and  Effay*  ou 


RECOMMENDA  T20NS. 

various  topics  in  divinity,  will  be  read  with  pleafure  and  with 
profit  by  ferious  Chriflians  of  all  denominations.  The  pious 
and  eloquent  Wilbcrforce  has  noticed  them  with  approbation 
in  his  late  popular  book. 

If  the  Doctor's  works  had  been  generally  read  in  thjs  coun- 
try, it  would  be  equally  unneceffary  and  afluming  for  me  to 
characterize  or  recommend  them.  But  for  ten  years  pad  I 
believe  they  have  not  been  vended  by  any  American  bookfeller, 
and  I  am  informed  .they  are  now  out  of  print  in  Britain.  If, 
therefore,  you  fuppofe  that  my  opinion  of  them  will  be  any 
Iray  ferviceable  to  you  in  their  publication,  you  are  at  liberty 
to  ufe  what  I  have  here  Written  for  that  purpofe. 

Your'*  fincerely, 

Mr-  Woodward.  ASHBEL  GREEN- 
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tfcw-fbrki   August  6th,   1799* 
Bear  sir, 

IT  was  with  fmgular  Satisfaction  I  learned  you  were  ifluing 
pi*opofals  for  printing  the  Works  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Withkr- 
Spoon — thofe  already  in  print,  are  juftly  efleemed  by  all  good 

Judges  on  both  fides  of  the  Atlantic,  among  the  firft  in  our 
aufwage  on  the  Subjects  of  which  they  treat — the  addition  yo\l 
contemplate  of  feveral  Difcourfes  and  fmall  Traces  never  yet 
publifhed,  will  not  a  little  enrich  your  collection,  and  render 
it  deservedly  acceptable  to  the  Friends  of  Literature  and  Piety  * 
of  all  denominations.  Your  fuccefs  in  this  bufmefs  will  give 
heart-felt  pleafure  to 

Your  Friend  and  Humble  Servant, 

JOHN  RODGERS* 

Mb.  William  W«  Woodward, 

Printer,  Philadelphia^ 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO    THB 


SECOND   AMERICAN  EDlflOtf. 


I: 


N  offering  to  the  public  this  edition  of  the  worki 
of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  the  editor  cannot  forbear  to  exprefs 
his  great  fatisfaclion  at  the  liberal  and  extenfive  patronage 
he  has  received.  Without  pretending  to  be  lefs  influenced 
than  is  ufual  by  a  regard  to  perfonai  emolument,  he  can  dill 
fay  with  truth,  that  much  of  his  gratification  is  derived  from 
confiderations  of  another  and  a  higher  kind*  He  views  it  as 
no  inconfiderable  proof  of  the  good  difpofitions  of  a  great 
proportion  of  his  countrymen,  that  in  almoft  every  quarter 
of  the  union,  there  has  been  iuch  a  demand  for  the  writings 
of  Dr.  Witherspoon,  as  to  warrant  a  fecond  edition  of  his 
works  within  a  year  after  the  publication  of  the  firft  ;  that 
the  demand  feems  to  be  ilHl  increafmg  ;  and  that  men  of  the 
firft  reputation  and  influence  are  among  his  fubferibers.  In 
religion,  in  morals,  in  tafte,  and  in  politics,  the  principles 
which  the  Dr.  has  inculcated  arc  of  the  founded  and  pureft 
kind ;  and  that  thefe  lhould  be  popular,  cannot  but  be  con- 
lidtred  as  the  bed  caufe  of  felicitation  to  the  country  in 
which  the  fa6\  is  realized. 

Animated  by  the  countenance  which  he  has  received,  the 
editor  has  ufed  his  bed  endeavors  to  free  the  prefent  edition 
from  the  imperfections  of  the  former.  The  whole  has  been 
attentively  and  feparately  reviewed  by  two  gentlemen  of  let- 
ters, for  the  purpofe  of  correcting  the  errors  in  language, 
fpclling  and  pointing,  which  had  before  efcaped  attention. 
No  attempt,  however,  has  been  made  to  alter  the  Dr's 
phrafeology,  this  being  confidered  as  an  unj  udi  liable  licenfe, 
but  only  to  rectify  thofs  miftakes  which  were  fairly  imputa- 
ble to  inadvertence,  or  chargeable  to  the  printers  who  have 
published   his  pieces  either  in  this  country  or  in  Europe* 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  bufmefs  of  infpecting  the  proof  (beets  the  editor  has  t^ 
keri  wholly  on  himfelf,  and  he  trufls  that  no  error  of  any 
confequence  will  be  found,  though  he  is  fenfible  that  abfo- 
lute  perfection  in  this  particular  is  fcarcely  attainable. 

In  this  edition  the  arrangement  of  the  feveral  tracts  is  very 
different  from  any  that  has  heretofore  been  made.  Difcuf- 
fions  which  relate  to  the  fame  or  fimilar  fubjects,  or  which 
belong  to  the  fame  clafs  or  denomination  of  compofition, 
have  generally  been  kept  together.  Some  of  thefe,  it  will 
be  obferved,  were  written  in  an  earlier,  and  fome  in  a  later 
part  of  the  author's  life ;  fome  in  Scotland  and  fome  in  Ame- 
rica ;  but  it  was  judged  better  to  put  them  in  an  order  dic- 
tated by  the  nature  of  the  fubject,  than  in  one  which  fhould 
correfpond  to  the  various  periods  at  which  they  were  com- 
pofed.  The  time  and  circumftances  to  which  they  refer 
may  commonly  be  learned  from  their  contents. 

As  the  whole  of  the  Dr's  works  are  how  collected,  it  is 
proper  to  fpecify  diftinctly  thofe  that  are  pofthumous  :  for 
as  no  order  or  intimation  was  given  by  himfelf  relative 
to  the  publication  of  any  of  his  pieces  after  his  death,  he 
dught  not   to   be   charged  either  with  the    inaccuracy  of 
compofitions  which  he  did  not  defign  for  the  prefs,  or  with 
finally  determining  to  publifh  what  he  might  have  written 
with  that  intention,  but  afterwards  refolved  to  fupprefs.     It 
will  be  remembered  then,  that  in  thefe  volumes,  the  follow- 
ing pieces  are  pofthumous,  viz. — The  lectures  on  Moral 
'Philosophy ,  Eloquence  and  Divinity:  The  fermons  entitled, 
Devotcdness  to  God — The  righteous  scarcely  saved,  and  the 
tuic&ed  certainly  destroyed— The  success  of  the  gospel  entirely 
of  God — The  yoke  of  Christ — The  glory  of  the  Redeemer  in 
the  perpetuity  of  his  xbork — The  petitions  of  the  insincere  tm- 
ev  ailing. — The  e flays  entitled,  Observations  on  the  improve- 
ment of  America— Reflections  on  public  affairs — On  the  cony 
trover sy  about  independence — On  conducting    the  American 
controversy — Thoughts  on  American  liberty — Memorial  and 
manifesto  of  the  United  States — A  description  of  the  State  of 
New-Jersey — Aristides — On  the  Federal  City — On  the  Geor- 
gia constitution* — Supplication  to  the  elders  of  the  church  of 
Scotland. — The  fpeeches  entitled,  On  the  interest  of  loan 
office  certificates— On  the  conference  proposed  by  Lord  Howe 


*  It  is  supposed  that  some  of  these  essays,  particularly  the 
three  last,  may  have  been  published  in  the'  news-papers  of  the  day. 
But  this  is  not  certainly  known.  Copies  of  them  in  the  Dr's  own 
handwriting)  were  found  among  his  papers* 
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— On  the  confederation — On  the  finances— On  the  appointment 
cf  plenipotentiaries— On  the  convention  with  General  Bur* 
goyne—On  the  transportation  of  Dr.  C  Defence  in  the 

synod  of  Glasgow. — The  addrefles  or  letters  entitled,  On  the 
proposed  market  in  General  Washington's  camp— Address  to 
General  Washington—On  the  affairs  of  the  United  States — On 
the  contest  between  Great  Britain  ana  America. 

Whatever  praife  or  blame  the  publication  of  the  pieces 
here  fpecified  may  be  thought  to  deferve,  the  editor  takes  to 
himfeif.  They  would,  probably,  have  perilhed  in  obfcurity, 
if  his  exertions  had  not  been  ufed  in  bringing  them  to  light. 
Ee  has  to  lament  that  the  lectures  on  Divinity,  and  a  num- 
ber of  the  fermons  and  fpeeches,  as  well  as  foine  of  the  e flays 
and  letters,  are  unfinilhed.  For  the  lectures  and  fermons, 
however,  he  thinks  that  no  apology  will  be  thought  necef- 
fary ;  and  for  the  reft  he  can  only  fay,  that  the  parts  which 
are  given  appeared  to  him  fo  valuable,  as  to  be  worth  pre- 
ferving,  though  the  whole  could  not  be  obtained.  Some* 
times  they  calt  light  on  the  tranfa&ions  of  congrefs,  or  on 
the  hiftory  of  the  revolutionary  war  of  our  country  :  fome- 
times  they  ferve  to  exhibit  the  peculiar  character  and  genius 
of  the  author,  or  to  make  known  fome  circumflance  of  his 
life  which  will  afford  gratification  to  his  friends  :  and  fome- 
times  they  contain  a  few  ponderous  or  fplendid  thoughts, 
which,  like  fragments  of  golden  ore,  are  precious,  though 
they  are  found  detached  from  the  mine.  It  is  hoped  that 
not  much  will  be  obferved,  that  even  fufpicion  itfelf  will 
impute  merely  to  a  defire  of  fwelling  the  volumes  ;  and  the 
Dr's  manner  is  fo  linking  in  all,  that  no  one  acquainted 
with  it  will  doubt  that  the  whole  has  proceeded  from  his  pen. 

In  the  fornier  edition  the  following  note  was  prefixed  to 
the  lectures  on  Moral  Philofophy : 

"  In  juftice  to  the  memory  of  Da.  Witherspoon,  it 
44  ought  to  be  dated  that  he  did  not  intend  thefe  lectures  for 
44  the  prefs,  and  that  he  once  compelled  a  printer  who,  with* 
44  out  his  knowledge,  liad  undertaken  to  publifh  them,  to  de- 
44  fift  from  the  deiign,  by  threatening  a  profecution  as  the 
44  confequence  of  perfifting  in  it.  The  Dr's  lectures  on 
44  morals,  not withf landing  they  affume  the  form  of  regular 
44  difcourfes,  were  in  fact,  viewed  by  himfeif  as  little  more 
44  than  a  f\  liabus  or  compend,  on  which  he  might  enlarge 
44  before  aclafs  at  the  times  of  recitation  ;  and  not  intending 
44  that  they  Ihould  go  further,  or  be  otherwife  confidered, 
44  he  took  freely  and  without  acknowledgment  from  writers 
44  of  character,  fuch  ideas,  and  perhaps  exprelfions,  as  he 
44  found  fuited  to  his  purpofe.     But  though  thefe  caufes 
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*f  would  not  permit  the  Dr.  himfelf  to  give  to  the  public 
44  thtfe  (ketches  of  moral  philofophy,  it  is  believed  that  they" 
41  bught  not  to  operate  fo  powerfully  on  thofe  into  whofe 
44  hands  his  papers  have  fallen  fince  his*  death.  Many  of  his 
44  pupils  whofe  eminence  in  literature  and  diftinction  in  fo- 
44  ciety  give  weight  to  their  opinions,  have  thought  that 
44  thefe  lectures,  with  all  their  imperfections,  contain  one  of 
44  the  beft  and  moil  perfpicuous  exhibitions  of  the  radical 
44  principles  of  the  fcience  on  which  they  treat  that  has  ever 
44  been  made,  and  they  have  very  importunately  demanded 
44  their  publication  in  this  editi6n  ot  his  works  :  Nor  is  it 
u  conceived  that  a  compliance  with  this  demand,  after  the 
44  explanation  here  given  can  do  any  injury  to  the  Dr*s  repu- 
44  tation.  And  to  the  writer  of  this  note  it -does  not  feem  a 
44  fufficient  reafon  that  a  verv  valuable  work  fhould  be  con- 
*4  iigned  to  oblivion,  becaufe  it  is  in  fomc  meafure  incom- 
u  plete,  or  becaufe  it  is  partly  a  felection  from  authors  to 
44  whom  a  diftinct  reference  cannot  now  be  made." 

It  may  be  remarked  that  the  lectures  on  Eloquence  and 
Divinity,  though  equally  compendious  with  thofc  on  Moral 
Philofophy,  do  not  feem  to  n«ed  any  acknowledgment  in 
regard  to  the  liberty  taken  of  borrowing  from  other  authors. 
They  are  in  a  remarkable  degree  original.  It  may,  perhaps, 
be  proper  to  ftate,  what  is  known  to  hundreds,  that  the  lec- 
tures on  Eloquence  were  written  exactly  as  they  now  appear 
before  Blair's  lectures  on  the  fame  fubject  were  ever  in  print. 
Dr.  Witherspoon  has  been  heard  to  declare  explicitly, 
that  no  communication  whatever  took  place  between  him 
and  Dr.  Blair,  relative  to  the  topics  which  they  have  both 
difcufled ;  and  the  correfpondence  which  appears  in  their 
leading  ideas,  he  ufed  to  remark,  was  a  itriking  proof  of 
the  laiting  effect  produced  by  imbibing  the  fame  principles 
and  studying  under  the  fame  matters  in  early  life. 

The  editor  has  only  to  ftate  farther,  that  he  raoft  fincerely 
regrets  that  no  more  of  the  manufcript  fermona  of  Dr.  Wi- 
therspoon can  be  obtained.  Of  many  excellent  difcourfes 
which  he  has  been  heard  to  deliver,  not  a  trace  can  now  be 
found.  They  were  probably  committed  to  the  flames 
through  miftake,  with  a  large  collection  of  his  papers  which 
be  ordered  to  be  burned  a  little  before  his  death. 

*HE   EDITOR. 


PREFACE. 


A  HE  following  Treatises  were  originally  published  at 
different  times,  and  some  of  them  on  particular  occasions  ;  but  the 
attentive  reader  will  easily  perceive  one  leading  design  running 
through  the  whole.  The  author  hath  long  been  of  opinion,  that  the 
great  decay  of  religion  in  all  parts  of  this  kingdom,  is  chiefly 
owing  to  a  departure  from  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  from  those 
doctrines  which  chiefly  constitute  the  substance  of  the  gospel.  It 
may  perhaps  be  justly  imputed  to  other  general  causes  in  part,  and 
in  some  measure  to  less  universal  causes  in  particular  places  ;  but 
as  all  moral  action  must  arise  from  principle,  otherwise  it  ought 
not  to  be  called  by  that  name,  the  immediate  and  moil  powerful 
caufe  of  degeneracy  in  pradlice,  mud  always  be  a  corruption 
in  principle. 

/  am  sensible  that  many  will  be  ready  to  cry  out  on  this  occasion^ 
"  Such  notions  arise  from  narrowness  of  mind  and  uncharitable 
"  sentiments."  I  answer,  that  it  is  surprising  to  think  how  easily 
the  fashionable  or  cant  phrases  of  the  age,  will  pqss  among  super- 
ficial thinkers  and  readers,  without  the  least  attention  either  to 
their  meaning,  or  to  the  evidence  on  which  they  are  founded. 

Thus  at  present,  if  a  man  shall  write  or  speak  against  certain} 
principles,  and  stile  them  pernicious,  it  will  be  thought  a  sufficient 
vindication  of  them  to  make  a  beaten  common-place  encomium  on 
liberty  of  conscience  and  freedom  of  enquiry*  Blessed  be  God,  this 
great  and  sacred  privilege  is  well  secured  to  us  in  this  nation  s 
But  pray,  is  it  not  mine  as  well  as  yours  ?  And  is  it  not  the  very 
exercise  of  this  liberty  for  every  man  to  endeavor  to  support  those 
principles  which  appear  to  him  to  be  founded  on  Reason  and  Scrip- 
ture, as  well  as  to  attack,  without  scruple,  every  thing  which  he 
believes  to  be  contrary  to  either. 

Let  it  also  be  observed,  that  if  freedom  of  inquiry  be  a  blessing 
at  all,  it  can  be  so  for  no  other  reason  than  the  excellence  and  sa*, 
lutary  influence  of  real  truth,  when  it  can  be  discovered.  If  truth 
and  error  are  equally  safe,  nothing  can  be  more  foolish  than  for  a 
man  to  waste  his  time  in  endeavoring  to  distinguish  the  one  front 
the  other.  What  a  view  does  it  give  us  of  the  weakness  of  human 
nature,  that  the  same  persons  so  frequently  hold  inconsistent  prin- 
ciples ?  How  many  will  say  the  strongest  things  in  favor  of  an 
impartial  search  after  truth,  and  with  the  very  same  breath  tell  you, 
"  It  is  of  no  consequence  at  all,  either  for  time  or  eternity }  when 
"  thtr  you  hold  one  opinion  or  another  n[ " 
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These  reflections  are  only  designed  to  procure  a  candid  unpre-, 
judiced  hearing  to  what  is  offered  in  the  following  pages,  in  de- 
fence of  what  appears  to  me  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the  gos<* 
pel,  which  are  now  so  greatly  neglected*  or  so  openly  despised,  I 
am  encouraged  to  this  republication  by  the  great  demand  there  has 
been  for  some  of  the  pieces,  particularly  The  Eflay  on  Juflification* 

/  must  observe  here,  that  I  have  received  several  letters  on  this 
subject,  desiring  that  the  phrase  imputed  righteoufnefs  might  be 
changed,  as  liable  to  great  exceptions ;  a  request  which  I  would 
readily  have  complied  with,  if  it  could  be  made  appear  to  be  either 
pnscriptural  or  dangerous.  But  as  I  apprehend  it  is  fully  warrant- 
ed by  Rom.  iv.  6.  and  many  other  passages  ;  so  I  do  not  see  what 
can  be  understood  by  it,  different  from,  or  more  dangerous  than, 
forgivenefs  of  fm  and  acceptance  with  God,  not  for  our  own 
but  for  Christ's  fake.  As  the  case  stands,  therefore  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  a  studied  endeavor  to  avoid  the  expression  would  do 
more  harm  on  the  one  hand  than  it  could  do  service  on  the  other. 

In  the  Treatise  on  Regeneration,  now  first  published,  the  same 
general  design  is  pursued,  but  in  a  way  more  directly  practical ; 
and  indeed  1  am  fully  convinced,  that  it  is  not  only  of  much  great- 
er moment  to  make  experimental  than  fpeculative  Chriftians,  but 
that  to  explain  and  enforce  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel  is  a  better 
way  io  produce  an  unshaken  persuasion  of  their  truth,  than  to  col- 
lect and  refute  the  cavils  of  adversaries,  which,  though  they  are 
often  trifling,  arc  notwithstanding  innumerable.  I  hope  this  will 
excuse  the  introducing  several  passages  of  Scripture  in  the  last 
mentioned  Treatife,  and  applying  them  on  what  appears  to  me  to 
be  their  obvious  meaning,  without  taking  the  least  notice  of  the 
unwearied  pains  frequently  taken  by  wire  drawing  critics  to  inter- 
pret them  in  a  contrary  sense. 

London,  June,  1764,  J.  W. 
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MATTHEW,  xxv.  21. 

"His  Lord  said  unto  him,  "  Well  donr,  thou  good  and faith- 
ful Servant  ;  thou  ha^t  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I 
will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things  ;  enter  thou  into  the 
j'Aj  of  thy  Lord" 

THE  dodtrine  of  a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments, lies  deep  at  the  foundation  of  our  holy  religi- 
on :  It  is  a  doctrine  perfedlly  confonant  to  reafon  and 
Supported  by  it ;  and  is  either  afTerted,  or  juftly  taken  for 
granted,  in  every  page  of  the  facred  oracles.  This  is  the 
immortality,  for  die  bleffednefs  of  which  we  became  inca- 
pacitated, by  our  apoitacy  from  God  ;  and  that,  for  the 
enjoyment  of  which,  it  is  one  great  defign  of  the  religion 
of  Jefus  Chrift  to  prepare  us.  The  whole  frame  of  this 
religion  is  wifely  calculated  for  this  end.  Among  the 
many  evidences  of  thefe  truths,  we  may  appeal  to  the 
difcourfes  of  our  Divine  Matter ;  and  particularly  to  this, 
of  which  our  text  is  a  part. 
Vol.  I.  B 
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In  the  preceding  chapter,  he  had  given  his  difciples  an 
inftruttive  difcourfe  on  the  certainty  and  folemnity  of  his 
fecond  coming.  He  continues  the  fubjeft  in  this  chap- 
ter, and  enforces  the  great  duty  of  preparation  for  it,  by 
the  parable  of  the  ten  virgins,  from  the  firft  verfe  to  the 
thirteenth ;  by  the  parable  of  the  talents,  from  thence 
to  the  thirtieth  verfe ;  and  by  a  more  particular  account 
of  the  procefs  of  the  judgment  of  the  great  day,  from  thence 
to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 

The  more  immediate  defign  of  the  parable  of  the  ta- 
lents, of  which  our  text  is  a  part,  is  to  enforce  the  duty, 
and  illuftrate  the  happinefs  of  being  prepared  for  giving 
up  our  account,  when  he  fhall  come  to  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs.  You  may  read  it  at  your  leifure.  The 
"  man  travelling  into  a  far  country/'  in  this  parable  means 
our  Lord  himfelf ;  who  is  the  great  head  of  his  church, 
which  is  his  family.  The  u  fervants,"  of  whom  we  here 
read,  mean  all  profeffing  Chriftians ;  all  who  call  them- 
felves  the  fervants  of  Cllrift,  whatever  their  nation  or  de- 
nomination may  be ;  though  fome  fuppofe  the  Minifters 
of  the  Gofpel  are  more  particularly  intended. 

By  the  talents,  we  are  to  underftand  the  various  gifts 
of  Heaven,  whether  of  a  common  or  of  a  fpecial  nature. 
They  include  the  bounties  of  Providence,  fuch  as  health, 
ftrength,  reafon,  genius,  riches,  honor,  power,  learning, 
reputation,  the  feveral  advantages  arifing  from  our  Rations 
in  life  ;  and,  together  with  thefe,  thofe  graces  of  the  fpirit 
that  conftitute  the  Chriftian  temper.  Thefe  are  all  fo 
many  talents  put  into  our  hands,  to  be  improved  for  God, 
and  the  beft  interefts  of  our  fellow-creatures ;  and  they 
are  different  to  different  perfons.  To  one  God  gives 
more  of  thefe  gifts  or  graces,  and  to  another  lefs ;  which 
is  defigned  in  the  parable  by  the  mailer's  giving  to  one 
fervant^/fw  talents,  and  to  another  two,  and  to  another  one. 

By  "  the  Lord  of  thofe  fervants  coming,  after  a  long 
time,  to  reckon  with  them,"  we  are  to  underftand  that 
particular  judgment  which  every  one  pafles  under  at 
death,  when  our  final  ftates  are  determined :  and  alfo,  and 
principally,  our  Lord's  coming  to  judge  the  world  in 
righteoufnefs,  at  the  laft  day,  u  When  every  one  fliall  re* 
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ccive  the  things  done  in  the  body,  according  to  that  he 
bath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad."  At  both  thefe  fo- 
lemn  periods,  the  faithful  fervant  of  Chrift,  whatever  his 
character  and  ftation  in  life  may  have  been,  (hall  be  re- 
ceived with  a  u  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vant ;  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things,  I  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into  the 
joy  of  thy  Lord." 

There  are  two  things  in  thefe  words  that  particularly 
deferve  our  notice.  The  character  of  those  who  fhall 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  their  Lord,  in  the  great  day 
of  final  awards ;  they  have  been  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vants.  And  the  reward  fuch  f^all  receive,  on  that  fo- 
lemn  occafion,  from  the  judge  of  quick  and  dead — They 
lhallbe  each  one  received  with  a  "  Well  done,  thou  good 
and  faithful  fervant ;  thou  hail  been  faithful  over  a  few 
things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter 
thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord." 

Agreeably  to  this  view  of  my  text,  I  fhall, 

I.  Briefly  confider  the  character  of  the  good  and  faith- 
ful fervant  of  Chrift. 

II.  The  nature  of  that  reward  here  promifed  to  all  fuch, 
in  the  great  day  of  the  Lord. 

Let  us  enquire, 

I.  What  is  the  character  of  the  good  and  faithful  fervant 
of  Chrift? 

I  have  already  faid  this  may  be  applied  either  to  the 
difciples  of  Chrift  in  general  of  whatever  nation,  denomi- 
nation, or  charadter  in  life  they  may  be ;  or  to  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  Gofpel  in  particular.  I  fhall  confider  the  phrafe 
as  including  both.     And  it  implies, 

1.  Love  to  Christ  and  bis  service. — A  good  fervant  al- 
ways loves  a  good  mafter.  But  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve 
heref  that  this  love  to  Chrift  and  his  fervice  is  not  found 
in  the  heart  of  depraved  man,  in  his  natural  ftate.  We 
are  by  nature  alienated  from  God:  deftitute  of  every 
principle  of  love  to  him  and  his  fon  Chrift,  in  their  true 
character.  The  apoftolic  defcription  of  depraved  human 
nature  is, "  having  the  underftanding  darkened,  being  ali- 
enated from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is 
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in  them,  becaufe  of  the  blindnefs  of  their  hearts."**  Hence 
arifes  theneceflity  of  being  u  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our 
mind  ;  and  of  putting  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
created  in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.'^  But  one  of 
the  principal  conftituentsof  this  new  man  is,  love  to  God 
and  his  fon  Chrift  Jefus.  Love  to  God  for  his  own  divine 
excellence,  as  well  as  for  the  beneficence  of  his  hand,  to 
us — and  love  to  Chrift,  as  being  the  "  brightnefs  of  his 
father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon.'Y 
The  fincere  fervant  of  Chrift  loves  both  his  perfonand  his 
chara£ter.  His  foul  is  pleafed  with  him,  as  he  is  exhibi- ' 
ted  in  the  oracles  of  truth.  "  He  is  the  chief  among  ten 
thoufand,  and  altogethe?  lovely"  in  his  efteem.rf  He  loves 
alio  his  service :  He  efteems  his  laws  to  be  altogether  equal 
and  juft. — This  is  the  native  effe6t  of  his  love  to  his  per- 
fon  and  his  government:  "  For  this  is  the  love  of  God,  that 
we  keep  his  commandments,  and  his  commandments  are 
not  grievous."*  The  love  we  bear  to  the  perfon  of  Chrift, 
in  proportion  to  its  prevalence,  will  not  only  induce  us  to 
obedience,  but  render  that  obedience  eafy  and  delightful — 
We  delight  to  oblige  thofe  whom  we  love. 

2.  The  good  and  faithful  fervant  of  Chrift  loves  his  fel- 
low servants — He  confiders  them  as  children  of  the  fame 
common  father  with  himfelf :  and  we  read,  that  "  every 
one  that  loveth  him  who  begat,  loveth  him  alfo  who  is  be- 
gotten  of  him./*  He  confiders  them  as  redeemed  by  the 
fame  precious  blood  of  Chrift  ;  and  as  the  fubjedts  of  the 
fame  fanctifying  and  comforting  influences  of  the  fpirit  of 
grace,  which  are  the  common  privilege  of  every  true 
Chriftian  ;  for  u  If  any  man  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift, 
he  is  none  of  his."^  He  confiders  them  as  engaged  in  the 
fame  common  caufe  with  himfelf;  the  advancement  of 
the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  and  the  illuftration  of  the  honor  of 
God  in  our  world.  Thefe  are  the  great  ends  fhe  good  and 
faithful  fervants  of  Chrift  have  in  view,  however  they  may 
differ  in  fome  of  the  modes  of  purfuing  them.  Yet  this 
difference  does  not  forfeit  their  love,  or  deftroy  their  cha> 

(j  Eph.  iv.  18.       b  ver.   23,   24-     c   Heb.  i.   $.     d  Song.  v.  10,  16. 
C  1  John  v.  3.    /  1  J«l»n  v,  1.    g  Horn.  viii.  9. 
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ritjr  for  each  other.  If  the  perfonwhofe  character  I  de- 
fcribe,  cannot  agree  to  agree  with  his  brethren,  in  denomi- 
nation, or  mode  of  worfliip,  he  will  agree  to  differ  with 
them — He  will  agree  they  lhould  think  and  aft  for  them- 
felves,  in  matters  of  fuch  infinite  concern;  a  privilege  he 
juftly  claims  to  himfelf.  And  in  how  many  things  foever 
the  difciples  of  Chrift  may  differ  in  matters  of  leflcr  mo- 
ment, they  will  all  agree  in  loving  their  Mafler,  his  ho- 
nor, his  truth,  and  his  fervice — They  will  agree  in  adorn- 
ing their  profeflion  in  all  godlinefs  of  conversion. 

Again — The  good  and  faithful  fervant  confiders  his 
fellow  -difciples  as  in  the  fame  vale  of  tears,  and  in  the 
lame  Rate  of  imperfe&ion  and  trial  with  himfelf;  and, 
therefore,  that  both  they  and  he  ftand  in  need  of  mutual 
fynipathy,  charity,  and  forbearance,  one  towards  another. 
In  a  word,  he  confiders  them  as  heirs  of  the  fame  future 
glory  with  himfelf;  as  travelling  to  the  fame  u  city,  which 
hath  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God  ;"  and 
that,  therefore,  they  ought  not  to  differ  by  the  way. 

Of  fuch  importance  is  this  brotherly  love,  in  the  efti- 
mation  of  our  Lord,  that  he  not  only  enjoins  it  upon  his 
difciples  as  their  duty,  but  as  their  diftinguiihing  and  cha- 
racteriftic  duty  ;  that  duty  which  more  ftrongly  marks 
their  charadter  as  his  difciples  than  almoflany  other;  and 
that  by  which  they  are  efpecially  to  diftinguifh  themfelves 
from  the  men  of  the  world.  You,  therefore,  hear  him 
fay,  u  A  new  commandment  I  give  unto  you,  that  ye 
love  one  another  ;  as  I  have  loved  you,  that  ye  alfo  love 
one  another.  By  this  (hall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my 
difciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."^ 

3.  Diligence  in  his  Lord's  work,  is  another  ingredient 
in  the  charadter  of  the  good  and  faithful  fervant.  You, 
will  eafily  perceive  the  abfurdity  of  a  good,  and  at  the 
fame  time  a  slothful  fervant,  in  common  life ;  and  it  is 
Hill  more  fo  in  the  cafe  before  us.  We  all  have  our  work 
in  life  affigned  us,  in  the  courfe  of  a  wife  Providence:  and 
this  is  two  fold,  our  general  bufinefs  as  men  and  Chrif- 
tians,  and  the  fpecial  bufinefs  of  our  refpe&ive  ilations. 

a  John  xiii.  34)  JS« 
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Both  thefe  are  fruitful  of  a  variety  of  duties,  too  nuroe 
rous  to  be  recited  in  this  place — They  embrace  the  whol* 
compafs  of  duty,  both  moral  and  pofitive,  that  we  owe  t* 
our  God,  our  neighbour,  or  ourfelves.  Nor  is  there  i 
fingle  character  we  futtain,  or  relation  we  bear,  in  eithea 
of  thofe  views,  but  what  is  the  fource  of  important  duties. 
And  if  you  confider  the  variety  and  multiplicity  of  theft 
relations  and  connexions,  you  will  readily  perceive  theft 
duties  mud  be  numerous,  as  well  as  important.  But  al 
thefe  are  fo  many  claims  on  the  diligence  of  the  fervant; 
of  Chrift ;  fo  many  obligations  on  them  to  be  "  not  floth 
ful  in  bufinefs,  but  fervent  in  fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord."*; 
We  muft  be  diligent  too,  that  one  duty  may  not  interfere 
with  another,  for  every  thing  is  beautiful  in  its  feafon. 

Again — Diligence  is  implied  in  the  idea  of  faithful 
ness;  'for  the  fervant  cannot  be  faithful  who  is  not  dili« 
gent.  No  man  ever  employed  a  fervant  to  run  idle ;  nai 
can  any  thing  be  more  contrary  to  the  defign  for  which 
Heaven  has  made  us,  than  a  life  of  (loth  and  idlenefs,  un< 
lefs  it  be  a  life  of  open  and  undifguifed  prophanenefs, 
The  author  of  our  lives  has  fufficiently  marked  the  great 
end  for  which  he  made  us,  upon  the  adlive  powers  with 
which  he  has  endowed  us — And  this  diligence  is  to  be 
particularly  employed  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  oui 
feveral  Rations  in  life.  This  is  one  way,  among  others,  by 
which  we  are- to  bring  forth  fruit  to'  the  honor  of  our  Lord 
u  And  herein,"  faith  our  Saviour,  u  is  my  father  glorified, 
that  you  bear  much  fruit ;  fo  ftiall  ye  be  my  difciples."^ 

4.  The  good  and  faithful  fervant  has  a  sincere  regard 
to  his  masters  honor.  This  is  the  end  at  which  he  wifhes 
and  ftudies  to  aim  in  all  his  adlions :  agreeably  to  the 
Divine  command,  u  Whether  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatfo- 
ev«  ye  do,  do  all  to  the  glory  of  God.'V  And  in  this  the 
fervant  of  Chrift  accords  with  his  mafter :  the  great  end 
of  whofe  incarnation,  atonement,  and  interceffion,  on  the 
behalf  of  finners,  was,  the  illuftration  of  God's  declarative 
glory.  He  undertook  the  vindication  of  the  character  and 
government  of  God,  from  the  contempt  fin  had  call  upon 

a  R)mans  xii.  11.     h  John  xv.  8.     c  1  Cor.  x.  31. 
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■Aem ;  and  in  this  he  fully  fucceeded,  and  appeals  to  his 
&ther,  that  fo  he  had  done—"  1  have  glorified  thee  on  the 
evth ;  I  have  finifhed  the  work  which  thou  gave  ft  me  to 
do."*    You  will  perceive,  then,  that  to  aim  at  the  honor 
tf  God,  as  the  bigheft  end  of  all  our  aft  ions,  is,  in  a  capi- 
dlinftance,  to  have  the  "  fame  mind  in  us,  which  was  al- 
ia in  Chrift  Jefus,  our  Lord.''£  The  true  fervant  of  Chrift 
spuds  the  honor  both  of  his  character  and  of  his  perfon. 
By  the  honor  of  Chrift's  character,  1  mean  his  honor  as  me- 
diator;  particularly  as  the  great  atonement  for  fin,  and  as 
our  interceffor  at  his  father's  right  hand.     But  to  honor 
Chrift  under  this  charader,  in  a  proper  manner,  is  not  on- 
ly to  profefs  our  firm  faith  in  thefe  doctrines,  but  to  accept 
him  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs ;  it  is  to  truft  in  the 
merit  of  his  atonement,  as  the  fole  ground  of  our  accep* 
Unce  in  the  fight  of  God — Thus  the  good  and  faithful  kr- 
▼ant  of  Chrift  puts  the  high  eft  honor  in  his  power  upon 
him,  in  the  charader  of  a  Saviour.     He  pradically  rifks 
his  very  falvation  on  his  ability,  fuitablenels,  and  willing* 
v&  to  fave  him. 

I  (hall  mention  but  one  ingredient  more  in  the  charac* 
ter  I  am  at  prefent  illuftrating,  and  that  is, 

5.  Faithfulness  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  life. 
The  charader  under  which  our  text  reprefents  the  fervants 
of  Chrift,  is  that  oi  stewards,  with  whom  their  Lord  had 
wtrufted  his  goods ;  to  fome  he  gave  more,  and  to  others 
kfs,  to  trade  withall.  But  the  Apoftle  tells  us,  "  That  it 
is  required  in  ftewards,  that  a  man  be  found  faithful  "c 
And  you  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  our  text  exprefsly  ftiles  the 
true  difciple  of  Chrift,  u  a  good  and  faithful  fervant." 

This  faithfulnefs  confifts,  principally,  in  a  confcientious 
lincerity  and  diligence  in  filling  up  the  duties  of  our  feve- 
ral  Rations  and  charaders  in  life,     and  the  great  rule  by* 
which  we  are  to  ad,  is  the  will  of  our  Lord  and  Mafler. 

Thus  much  for  the  charader  of  the  good  and  faithful 
fervant. 
Let  us  now  proceed  to  enquire, 

a  John  xvii.  4.     b  Phil.  ii.  5.     c  1  Cor.  \v,  ?. 
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II.  What  is  the  nature  of  that  reward  promifed  in  our 
text  to  all  fuch  good  and  faithful  fervants  ? 

And,  as  it  is  here  defcribed,  it  implies,  principally,  the 
four  following  things : 

i.  The  acceptance  oj *  their  persons  with  God. — This  is. 
implied  in  the  character  here  given  them,  and  reprefented 
in  the  parable,  as  given  them  by  their  Lord,  when  he  calls 
them  to  give  an  account  of  their  flewardfhip,  good  and 
faithful  servants.  And  you  will  pleafe  farther  to  obferve, 
they  are  not  only  acknowledged  as  good  and  faithful,  but 
received  with  a  "  Well  done,  ye  good  and  faithful  fer- 
vants." This,  indeed,  chiefly  imports  an  approbation  of 
their  condudt :  but  it  is  no  lefs  expreffive  of  the  accep- 
tance of  their  perfons. 

But  to  eftimate  this  bleffing  in  a  proper  manner,  it  is 
neceflary  to  recolleft,  that  as  fmners,  we  had  forfeited  all- 
right*  to  this  acceptance  with  God,  and  juftly  merited  his 
fevere  difpleafure.  That  we  deferve  nothing  buc  indig- 
nation and  wrath,  tribulation  and  anguifh,  from  bim, 
throughout  an  immortality  of  woe.  Yea,  that  fuch  is  the 
nature  of  the  forfeiture  we  have  made  of  the  Divine  favor ; 
and  fuch  the  juftice  of  the  fentence  that  binds  us  down  to 
fuffcr  his  difpleafure,  that  it  appears  not  to  have  been  com- 
patable  with  the  honor  of  God,  to  reverfe  the  fentence  and 
reftore  the  finner  to  favor,  without  an  adequate  fatisfaftion. 
And  the  price  paid  for  this  bleffing,  the  precious  blood  of 
the  Son  of  God,  greatly  contributes  to  enhance  its  value. 
But  how  rich  the  mercy,  for  an  heir  of  Hell  to  become,  in 
this  way,  u  an  heir  of  God,  and  a  joint  heir  with  Chrift 
Jefus  !" 

2.  It  implies  the  approbation  and  acceptance  of  their 
services  for  GW,and  his  caufe  in  the  world.  Every  in- 
dividual among  them  (hall  be  received  with  a  "  Well 
done,a  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faith- 
ful over  a  few  things/'  Language  cannot  exprefs  the  ap- 
probation of  the  great  Judge  of  quick  and  dead,  in  ftronger 
terms.     But  did  our  time  admit  of  confidering  the  many 

a  The  original  word  Ev,  here  rendered  "  well  done,"  has  a  foice 
that  canno:  be  fully  exnrcflfed  in.  our  language. 
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imperfe&ions  that  attend  the  very  beft  fervices  performed 
by  the  holiefl  of  our  Lord's  fervants,  for  him,  how  deeply 
ftained  they  are  witli  guilt,  it  would  ferve,  not  a  little,  to 
illuftrate  the  riches  of  that  reward  conferred  upon  them, 
in  this  acceptance  of  their  fervices  for  him.  And  this  far. 
ther  fuggefts,  what  it  is  of  importance  to  attend  to,  that 
this  acceptance  of  our  perfons  and  fervices,  when  we  come 
to  ftand  before  unblemifhed  purity,  is  not  of  merit,  but  of 
grace,  through  the  atonement  and  interceflion  of  the  Di- 
vine Mediator.  c*  It  is  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his 
gracej  that  he  makes  us  accepted  in  the  beloved."**  But 
it  is  not  the  lefs  certain,  for  its  being  of  grace. 

This  acceptance  of  our  perfons  and  fervices,  is  of  itfelf 
a  high  reward,  for  all  we  have  ever  done,  or  can  do,  for 
God,  while  in  this  life,  where  there  none  other :  but  this 
u  not  all — for, 

3.  This  reward  implies  actual  and  superadded  bonor$y 
conferred  upon  the  faithful  fervants  of  Chritt,  in  the  great 
day  of  God.  This  is  the  import  of  "  Thou  haft  been  faith- 
ful over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things."  What  the  nature  of  thefe  honors  fliall  be,  we 
are  not  fo  clearly  taught.  Two  things,  however,  feem  to 
be  plain  refpedling  them,  in  the  facred  oracles,  namely, 
That  they  lhall  bear  fome  proportion  to  our  faithf'ulnefs 
and  diligence  in  our  Lord's  fervice  here — and  that  they 
lhall  be  great. 

They  lhall  bear  fome  proportion  to  our  diligence  and 
faithfulnefs  in  our  Lord's  fervice  in  this  life.  We  read, 
w  There  is  one  glory  of  the  fun,  and  another  glory  of  the 
moon,  and  another  glory  of  the  flars  :  for  one  ftar  difler- 
eth  from  another  in  glory — So  alfo  is  the  refurrettion  of 
thedead."^  Thefe  words  plainly  point  us  to  a  difference  in 
the  degrees  of  that  glory  which  lhall  be  conferred  on  the 
feveral  fervants  of  Chrift,  in  the  day  when  he  fliall  finiflx 
the  mediatorial  fyftem,  by  raifing  the  dead,  and  judging 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs.  They  fliall  differ  as  the  fun 
differs  from  the  moon,  and  the  moon  from  the  liars,  and 
the  liars  one  from  another.     But  the  ground  of  this  differ* 

a  Ephefians  i.  6.     b  1  Cor.  xv.  4*>  42* 
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ence  will  be,  the  zeal,  the  diligence,  and  the  faithfulnefs 
with  which  his  fervants  have  ferved  him  in  this  life.  I 
may  not  fay  their  fuccefs  will  have  no  influence  on  this 
difference  of  reward :  for  we  read,  "  That  they  who  turn 
many  to  righteoufnefs,  fliajl  fhine  as  the  ftars,  forever  and 
ever."tf  But  when  we  confider  that  it  is  an  aft  of  mere 
fovereignty  in  God,  whether  he  will  fucceed  the  faithful 
labors  of  his  fervants,  yea,  or  not,  it  is  not  fo  confonant  tc 
our  ideas  of  equity,  to  make  it  an  equal  ground  of  diftin- 
guifhed  honors,  with  thofe  things  that  arc  voluntary  in  us, 
as  our  faithfulnefs  and  diligence,  in  a  great  meafure  are, 
Befides,  this  would  be  to  weaken,  if  not  to  deftroy,  the  en- 
couragement to  diligence  and  faithfulnefs,  arifing  from 
thofe  promifes  of  reward  to  them,  fo  frequent  in  the  ora- 
cles of  truth  ;  efpecially  as  the  moft  diligent  and  faithful 
fervants  of  Chrift,  are  not  always  the  moft  fuccefsful.  And 
it  farther  deferves  our  notice  that  the  reward  conferred,  in 
our  text,  on  the  good  fervant,  is  founded,  not  on  his  sue- 
cess  but  on  his  faithfulnefs ;  "  Thou  haft  been  faithful 
over  a  few  things,  I  will  make  thee  ruler  over  many 
things." 

I  fhall  only  add,  under  this  particular,  that  the  parable 
of  the  ten  pounds,  entrufted  by  their  Lord  to  the  ten  fer- 
vants, which  you  have  in  the  nineteenth  chapter  of  the 
Gofpel  by  Luke,  fufficiently  demonftrates,  that  the  rewards 
that  fhall  be  conferred  on  the  fervants  of  Chrift  at  laft, 
will  not  only  differ  in  their  degrees  of  honor,  but  that  this 
honor  fhall  bear  a  proportion  to  their  diligence  and  faith- 
fulnefs for  him  in  this  life.  They  each  one  received  one 
pound  a  piece,  as  you  may  perceive  by  reading  the  para- 
ble. Of  thefe,  one,  by  his  diligence  and  faithfulnefs,  had 
gained  ten  pounds  and  he  is  made  ruler  over  ten  cities. 
— Another  by  his  diligence,  had  gained  five  pounds,  and 
he  is  made  ruler  over  five  cities. 

You  will  pleafe  to  obferve,  the  fums  entrufted  to  thefe 
fervants  were  the  fame  ;  but  the  improvement  is  repre- 
fented  as  different,  and  that  the  difference  in  the  reward  is 
proportioned  to  the  difference  in  the  improvement. 

a  Daniel  xii.  3. 
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The  loweft  degree,  however,  of  this  reward  £hall  be  ve- 
iy  great  to  thofe  who  receive  it.  This  appears,  from  the 
images  ufed  in  Scripture,  to  illuftrate  its  nature.  It  is 
compared  to,  it  is  ill  unrated  by,  all  the  glories  of  royalty. 
Hence  we  read  of  "  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,"**  and  of  "  a 
crown  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away,"£  that  fhall  be  con- 
fared  upon  all  the  fincere  difciples  of  Chrift.  Of  a  throne, 
and  their  sitting  upon  that  throne ;  "  To  him  that  over- 
cometh,  will  I  grant  to  fit  with  me  on  my  throne,  even  as 
I  alfo  overcame,  and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  in  his 
throne."c  We  alfo  read  of  a  kingdom,  and  their  entering 
on  the  pofleffion  of  that  kingdom  \  Come  ye  blefled  of  my 
Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world. "(/  Agreeably  to  this,  the  good 
and  faithful  fervants  of  Chrift  are  faid  to  be  made  kings 
and  priests  unto  God.*  But  a  throne,  a  crown,  and  a  king- 
dom, are  the  fummit  of  earthly  grandeur,  the  utmoft  reach 
of  human  achievement.  And  yet  thefe,  all  thefe,  fall  in- 
finitely fhort  of  the  bleffednefs  and  honors  in  fure  referve 
for  thofe  whofe  chara&er  I  have  defcribed  :  for  it  is  writ- 
ten, "  Eye  hath  not  feen^  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God  hath 
prepared  for  them  that  love  him.']/* 

4.  The  reward  in  our  text  includesthe  most  consummate 
happiness,  in  the  immediate  presence  and  fruition  oj  a 
God  in  Christ.  This  is  imported  in  that  phrafe,  "  En- 
ter thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord.''  Thefe  are  literally, 
u  Joys  unfpeakable,  and  full  of  glory."  They  include  all 
that  happinefs  that  is  derived  to  the  fpirits  of  juft  men 
made  perfect,  from  the  cleared  knowledge  of  a  God  in 
Chrift  ;  from  the  mod  perfeft  conformity  to  him,  and  the 
falleft  enjoyment  of  him.  By  the  clearest  knowledge  of 
a  God  in  Chrift,  I  do  not  mean  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
him  ;  for  "  Who,  by  fearching,  can  find  out  God,  or  know 
the  Almighty  to  perfeflion  V'g  But  I  mean  the  fulleft 
knowledge  of  him,  that  the  then  enlarged  and  daily  en- 
larging capacity  can  poflibly  receive ;  and  which,  when 

J  2  Tim.  iv.    8.      b  \  Pet.  v.  4.       c  Rev.  in.  21.     d  Mit.  zy.v,  -;  u 
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24  Discourse  on  the  death 

cortipared  with  our  prefent  knowledge,  will  be  in  a  fenfe 
perfedt.  The  clearnefs,  precifion,  extent,  and  fatisfac- 
tory  nature  of  this  knowledge,  are  expreffed,  in  Scripture, 
by  "  feeing  no  more  darkly  through  a  glafs,  but  face  to 
face ;  and  knowing  even  as  alfo  we  are  known. 'Vz  And 
by  the  ftrong  exprefiive  phrafe  of <c  feeing  God's  face."£ 

This  knowledge  of  God,  efpecially  as  Alining  in  the 
face  of  Chrift,  is  one  principal  fource  of  that  confummate 
liappinefs,  enjoyed  by  glorified  fpirits.  They  know  him 
as  their  God  and  portion,  and  as  fuch  their  delightful  ex- 
perience recognizes  and  realizes  him.  That  is  an  in- 
ftrudtive  and  emphatical  phrafe,  as  it  lies  in  the  original, 
Rev.  xxi.  3.  laft  claufe — which  literally  rendered,  runs 
thus,  u  And  God  himfelf  fhall  be  with  them,  their  God ;" 
that  is,  exhibiting  and  manifefting  himfelf  to  them,  as 
their  God,  in  all  the  ways  that  their  fouls,  now  arrived  at 
the  maturity  of  their  exiftence  both  in  a  natural  and 
moral  view,  can  poffibly  admit.  Every  power  of  the 
matured  mind  fhall  be  an  avenue,  through  which  blefled- 
rtefs  fhall  flow  into  it,  from  God,  the  fountain  of  blefled- 
nefs,  throughout  an  unwafting  immortality. 

I  may  not,  I  dare  not  undertake  to  defcribe  the  nature 
of  this  happinefs.  I  fhall  only  obferve  refpetting  it,  that 
our  text  ftiles  it  "  the  joy  of  our  Lord" — "  Enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord" — This,  no  doubt,  means  the  joy 
of  our  Lord  Chrift. 

It  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  because  it  has  been  purchased 
by  him.  This  refle&s  a  peculiar  glory  upon  it,  in  the 
eftimation  of  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft;  it  in- 
fufes  a  divine  and  exquifite  relifh  into  it — to  this  accords 
their  fong  to  him,  u  Thou  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and 
to  open  the  feals  thereof:  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  re- 
deemed us  to  God  by  thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred,  and 
tongue,  and  people,  and  nation.'V 

Again — It  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  because  Christ,  our 
Lord,  has  taken  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  his  people 
— Some  of  his  laft  words  to  his  difciples  were,  "  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you."*/    He  rofe  from  the  dead  and 

*  t  Cor#xiii.  12.      b  Rev*  xxii.  6.      c  Rev.  v.  9.      d  John  xiv.  21 
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afcended  to  glory,  not  in  the  charafter  of  a  private  perfon, 
bat  as  the  covenant  head  and  reprefentative  of  his  people 
—This  is  the  character  in  which  u  he  has  entered  into 
Heaven,  as  the  forerunner  for  us."# 

It  is  alfo  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  becaufe  it  is  derived  from 
God,  to  the  happy  subjects  thereof  through  Jesus  Christ, 
as  the  bond  of  their  union  with  himy  and  the  medium  of 
their  intercourse  with  him — And  this  will  continue  to  be 
the  cafe  throughout  a  blefled  immortality. 

And,  laftly,  it  is  the  joy  of  our  Lord,  becaufe  it  is  a  joy 
of  the  same  kind  with  that  which  the  glorified  human  na- 
ture of  our  Lord  himself  shares ;  fo  far  as  they  (hall  be 
capable  of  it — What  lefs  than  this  can  be  the  import  of 
that  ftrong  phrafe,  "  Heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with 
Chrift."^  Nor  is  this  all,  they  (hall  enjoy  it  in  the  fame 
nianfions  of  bleffednefs,  which  he  himfelf  inhabits.  This 
is  his  promife  to  them,  "  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo."*: 
And  his  availing  prayer  for  them  is,  "  Father,  I  will,  that 
they  alfo  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with  me  where  I 
gth,  that  they  may  behold  my  glory  which  thou  haft  given 
me."(/  Agreeably  to  which,  we  read,  "  They  fhall  ever 
be  with  the  Lord.'V 

And  now  from  all  this,  you  will  not  hefitate  to  conclude, 
that  this  joy  muft  be  a  compleat  and  an  everlafting  joy. 
And,  what  can  it  be  more  ? 

My  brethren,  you  will  eafily  perceive  this  fubjeft 
teaches  us  the  nature  of  the  religion  of  Jefus  Chrift.  It 
forms  its  happy  fubjefts  to  a  proper  temper  and  a  proper 
conduft  towards  God  and  their  neighbors.  It  makes 
them  good  and  faithful  fervants  to  their  Mailer,  who  is  in 
Heaven.  It  teaches  them  their  duty,  and  inclines  and 
enables  them  to  comply  with  it.  Its  dottrines  and  pre- 
cepts, its  promifes  and  threatenings,  are  powerful  princi- 
ples of  action.  Thus  it  is  that  divine  truth  fanftifies  the 
human  heart,  agreeably  to  our  Lord's  prayer,  "  Sandtify 
them  through  the  truth ;  thy  word  is  truth."/ 

c  Hcb.  vL  20.     b  Rom.  viii.  17.     c  John  xiv.  3.     d  John  xvii.  24, 

t  1  Theft,  iv.  17.        /  John  xvii.  17* 
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You  will  farther  obferve,  this  religion  not  only  teaches 
us  our  duty,  and  forms  us  to  it,  but  rewards  us,  in  the 
mod  glorious  manner,  for  this  our  very  duty — Rewards 
us  with  an  immortality  of  bleffednefs,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  the  Father  of  our  Spirits.  How  grand,  intereft- 
ing,  and  dignified  the  fcenes  it  opens  beyond  the  grave  ! 

Do  any  of  thofe  fyftems  of  morality,  which  the  fons  of 
infidelity  wifli  to  eflablifh,  independent  of  the  facred  Scrip- 
tures,  furnifh  fuch  motives  to  virtue  ?  Motives  fo  rational, 
and  fo  calculated  to  influence  ?  It  is  revelation  alone  that 
pufhes  its  incentives  beyond  the  grave  ;  that  pufties  them 
home  to  the  inmoft  feelings  of  the  human  heart ;  that 
embraces  every  fpring  of  a&ion,  even  the  mod  fecret ; 
and  touches  them  in  the  moll  tender,  juft,  and  energetic 
manner. 

Again — This  fubjecl  fuggefis  matter  of  great  encou- 
ragement to  the  people  of  God,  and  efpecially  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  Chrift,  to  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  work 
affigned  them  in  life.  Our  Lord  marks,  with  an  omnU 
fcient  eye,  all  our  condutl;  towards  him  ;  and  while  he 
reprehends  our  floth  and  unfaithfulnefs,  he  encourages 
and  rewards  our  meaneft  fervices  for  him.  "  A  cup  of 
cold  water  given  to  a  difciple,  in  the  name  of  a  difciple," 
he  aflures  us,  "  (hall  in  no  wife  lofe  its  reward."**  Let 
us,  then,  (hake  oft'  our  floth  :  let  us  up  and  be  doing : 
Our  work  is  great ;  our  time  is  (hort,  and  our  reward 
glorious  ;  Nor  is  there  a  fingle  Chriftian,  however  private 
his  ftation  or  obfcure  his  chara&er,  but  what  may,  fome 
how  or  other,  ferve  the  interefts  of  his  Lord  in  the  world. 
This  he  may  do  by  a  confcientious  difcharge  of  the  duties 
of  the  devout,  but  efpecially  of  the  duties  of  the  focial  life. 
This  will  exhibit  religion  in  a  juft  point  of  light  to  the 
furrounding  world,  and  glorify  our  Father  who  is  in 
Heaven. 

They  may  alfo  be  ufeful  in  and  by  the  duty  of  prayer ; 
fecret  and  family  prayer.  Our  God  is  a  God  who  hears 
prayer  ;  and  he,  no  doubt,  (heds  many  a  bleffing  on  his 
minifters,  on  his  church,  on  the  commonwealth,  and  on 

a  Matth.  x.  40. 
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the  world,  in  anfwer  to  the  prayers  of  his  humble,  though 
obfcure  friends.  "  Therefore,  my  beloved  brethren,  fee- 
ing  God  is  not  unrighteous  to  forget  your  work  and  labor 
of  love" — Ci  Let  us  be  ftedfaft,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  we  know 
our  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 

But  it  is  time  I  fliould  haften  to  obferve,  that  this  fubjett 
ftrongly  applies  to  the  occafion  of  my  addrcffing  you  this 
day — The  death  of  that  venerable  man  of  God,  who 
prefided,  with  fo  much  dignity,  over  this  inftitution  for 
twenty-fix  years. 

This  great  man  was  defcended  from  a  refpe&able  pa- 
rentage ;  which  had  long  pofleffed  a  confiderable  landed 
property  in  the  eaft  of  Scotland.  His  father  was  minif- 
ter  of  the  pariih  of  Yefter,  a  few  miles  from  Edinburgh, 
where  he  was  born  on  the  fifth  day  of  February,  1722.0 
This  worthy  man  was  eminent  for  his  piety,  his  literature 
and  for  a  habit  of  extreme  accuracy  in  all  his  writings  and 
difcourfes.  This  example  contributed  not  a  little  to  form 
in  his  fon  that  tafte  and  that  love  of  accuracy,  united 
with  a  noble  fimplicity,  for  which  he  was  fo  diftinguifhed 
through  his  whole  life.  He  was  fent,  very  young,  to 
the  public  fchool  at  Haddington  :  His  father  fparred  nei- 
ther expence  nor  pains  in  his  education.     There  he  foon 

a  Dr.  Witherfpoon   was  lineally  defcended  from  that  eminent  man 

of  God,  the  Rev.  Mr.  John  Knox,  vrhom  Dr.  Robertfon  ftiles,  u  The 

prime   inflrument  of  fpreading  and  eftablifhing  the  reformed  religion 

in  Scotland."     The  genius,   learning,  piety,  zeal,  and  intrepidity  of 

this  great  man,  rendered  him  Angularly  qualified   for  the  diftinguiihed 

part  he   bore   in   that   interefling   event.      It    is  recorded  of   Mary, 

Qoeen  of  Scots,  that  (he  faid,  "  She  was  more  afraid  of  John  Knox's 

prayers,  than  of  an   army  of  ten  thoufand  men."     Worn  out  by  in- 

ceflant   labors,  he  died  on  the  27th   day  of  November,  1572,  in  the 

67th  year  of  his  age.    The  Earl  of  Morton,  then  Regent  of  Scotland, 

who  attended  his   funeral,  pronounced  his  eulogium  in  a  few  words  ; 

the  more  honorable  for  Mr.  Knox,  fays  the  above  hiltorian,  as  they 

came  from  r>ne  whom  he   had  often   cenfured,  with  peculiar  fe verity, 

tt  Here  lies  HE   who  never  feared   the  face  of  man."     Mr.  Knox's 

daughter  Elizabeth  married  the  famous  Mr.  John  Welfh,  who  llrong- 

ly  refembled  his  father-in-law  in  genius,  character,  and  ufefulnefs  in 

the  church :  And  in  this  line  Dr.   Witherfpoon  defcended  from  thii- 

honorable  anceftry. 
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acquired  reputation  for  his  aiUduity  in  his  ftudies,  and 
for  a  native  foundnefs  of  judgment,  and  clearnefs  and 
quicknefs  of  conception  among  his  fchool-fellows ;  many 
of  whom  have  fince  filled  the  higheft  fiations  in  the  lite* 
rary  and  political  world. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  removed  to  the  univer- 
fity  of  Edinburgh.  Here  he  continued,  attending  the 
different  profefibrs,  with  a  high  degree  of  credit,  in  all  the 
branches  of  learning,  until  the  age  of  twenty-one,  when 
hp  was  licenfed  to  preach  the  gofpel.  In  the  theological 
ball,  particularly,  he  was  remarked  for  a  mod  judicious 
tafte  in  facred  criticifm,  and  for  a  precifion  of  idea  and 
perfpicuity  of  exprefton  rarely  attained  at  that  early  pe- 
riod. 

Immediately  on  his  leaving  the  univerfity,  he  was  invi- 
ted to  be  afliftant  minifter  with  his  father,  with  the  right  of 
fucceflion  to  the  charge.  But  he  chofe  rather  to  accept 
an  invitation  from  the  parifh  of  Beith,  in  the  weft  of  Scot- 
land.  Here  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel 
miniftry,  and  fettled  with  the  univerfal  acquiefcence,  and 
even  with  the  fervent  attachment  of  the  people :  A  cir- 
cumftance  which,  under  the  patronage  that  unhappily  ex- 
ifts  in  that  church,  is  but  too  rarely  the  cafe  in  the  fettle- 
ment  of  their  clergy.  His  charadler  as  a  preacher,  which 
rendered  him  fo  acceptable  and  popular,  will  come  more 
naturally  before  us  in  another  place.  Let  it  fuffice  to  re- 
mark  here,  that  always  interefting  and  inftru&ive  in  the 
pulpit,  he  was  afliduous  in  the  difchar£e  of  every  paro- 
chial duty  when  out  of  it.  And  his  preaching  generally 
turned  on  thofe  great,  diftinguifhing  and  practical  truths 
of  the  gofpel,  which,  in  every  Chriltian  country,  moft  af- 
fect and  attach  the  hearts  of  the  great  body  of  the  people. 

From  Beith  he  was,  after  a  few  years,  tranflated  to  the 
large  and  flourifhing  town  of  Paifly,  fo  celebrated  for  its 
various  and  fine  manufactures. — Here  he  refided  in  the 
height  of  reputation  and  ufefulnefs ;  and  riveted  in  the 
afFedtions  of  his  people  and  his  fellow-citizens,  when  he 
was  called  to  the  prefidency  of  this  college. 

During  his  refidence  at  Paifly,  he  was  invited  to  Dub- 
lin, in  Ireland,  to  afiume  the  charge  of  a  numerous  and 
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refpeftable  congregation  in  that  city.  He  was  alfo  called 
to  Rotterdam,  in  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces— 
and  to  the  town  of  Dundee,  in  his  own  country.  But  he 
could  not  be  induced  to  quit  a  fphcre  of  fuch  refpeftabili- 
tjr,  comfort,  and  ufefulnefs.  He  rejefted  alfo,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  the  invitation  of  the  truftees  of  this  college.  He 
thought  it  almoft  impoffible  for  him  to  break  connections 
at  home,  that  had  been  fo  long  endeared  to  him — to  vio- 
late all  the  attachments  and  habits  of  the  female  part  of 
his  family — to  leave  the  fcene  of  his  happinefs,  and  honor 
—and  in  his  middle  career,  to  bury  himfelf,  as  he  appre* 
bended,  in  a  new  and  diitant  country. 

But  warmly  urged  by  all  thofe  friends  whofe  judgment 
be  mod  refpefted,  and  whofe  friendfhip  he  moll  efteemed 
—and  hoping  that  he  might  repay  his  facrifices,  by  grea* 
tcr  ufefulnefs  to  the  caufe  of  the  Redeemer,  and  to  the  in. 
terefts  of  learning,  in  this  new  world — and  knowing  that 
this  inftitution  had  been  confecrated,  from  its  foundation 
to  thofe  great  objefts  to  which  he  had  devoted  his  life,  he 
finally  confented,  on  a  fecond  application,  to  wave  every 
other  confideration,  to  crofs  the  ocean,  and  to  take  among 
us  that  important  charge  to  which  he  had  been  called, 
with  the  concurrent  wifhes,  and  the  higheft  expe&ations 
of  all  the  friends  of  the  colleger  Their  expectations  have 
not  been  difappoihted.  Its  reputation  and  fuccefs,  under 
his  adminiftration,  have  been  equal  to  our  moll  fanguine 
hopes. 

Almoft  the  firft  benefit  which  it  received,  befides  the 
eclat  and  the  acceflions  of  ftudents  procured  to  it  by  the 
fame  of  his  literary  character,  was  the  augmentation  of  its 

a  Dr.  Witherfpoon  &nivrd  with  his  family  at  Princeton  in  the 
month  of  Auguft,  1768.  He  was  the  fixth  Prciident  of  the  GVlIeqe, 
fmce  its  foundation  in  the  year  1746.  His  predeceffori  were,  the  Uev. 
Meffrs.  Jonathan  Dickeni'on,  Aaron  Burr,  Jonathan  Edwards,  Samuel 
Davie>,  and  Dr.  Samuel  Fioley — Men  deiervcdlv  celebiated  for  genU 
us,  learning,  and  piety.  Mr.  Dickcnfon  and  Mr.  Edwards  were  ad- 
vanced in  life  when  chofen  to  the  prefidency. 

Not  long  before  Dr.  Witherfpoon  left  Scotland,  and  while  in  fni- 
pence  refpe&ing  his  duty,  a  gentleman,  poflefled  of  a  confiderable  pro- 
perty, an  old  bachelor,  and  a  relation  of  the  family,  pro  mi  led  to  inako 
him  his  heir,  if  Ik  would  not  go  to  America. 

Vol.  I.  D 
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funds.  The  college  has  never  enjoyed  any  refources 
from  the  ftate.tf  It  was  founded,  and  has  been  fupported 
wholly  by  private  liberality  and  zeal.  And  its  finances, 
from  a  variety  of  caujes,  were  in  a  low  and  declining  con- 
dition,  at  the  period  when  Dr.  Witherfpoon  arrived  in 
America.  But  his  reputation  excited  an  uncommon  li- 
berality in  the  public ;  and  his  perfonal  exertions,  extend- 
ed from  Maffachufetts  to  Virginia,  foon  raifed  its  funds 
to  a  flourifliing  (late.  The  war  of  the  revolution,  indeed, 
afterwards,  proftrated  every  thing,  and  almoft  annihilated 
its  refources ;  yet  we  cannot  but  with  gratitude  recoiled, 
how  much  the  inflitution  owed,  at  that  time,  to  his  enter- 
prize  and  his  talents. 

But  the  principal  advantages  it  derived,  were  from  his 
literature  ;  his  fuperintendency ;  his  example  as  a  happy 
model  of  good  writing ;  and  from  the  tone  and  tafte  which 
he  gave  to  the  literary  purfuits  of  the  college. 

In  giving  the  outlines  of  the  character  of  this  great  man, 
for  I  attempt  no  more,  I  (hall  begin  with  obferving,  that 
perhaps  his  principal  merit  appeared  in  the  pulpit.  He 
was,  in  many  refpedts,  one  of  the  bed  models  on  which  a 
young  preacher  could  form  himfelf.  It  was  a  Angular  fe? 
licity  to  the  whole  college,  but  efpecially  to  thofc  who  had 
the  profeffion  of  the  miniftry  in  view,  to  have  luch  an  ex* 
ample  conftantly  before  them.  Religion,  by  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  treated  by  him,  always  commanded  the 
refpeft  of  thofe  who  heard  him,  even  when  it  was  not  able 
to  engage  their  hearts.  An  admirable  textuary,  a  pro- 
found  theologian,  perfpicuous  and  fimple  in  his  manner; 
an  qniverfal  fcholar,  acquainted  deeply  with  human  na- 
ture; a  grave,  dignified,  and  folemn  fpeaker,  he  brought 
all  the  advantages  derived  from  thefe  fources  to  the  illus- 
tration and  enforcement  of  divine  truth.  Though  not  a 
fervent  and  animated  orator,^  he  was  always  a  folemn,  af- 

a  Since  this  fermon  was  delivered,  the  college  has  been  favored  with 
a  handlbine  donation  from  the  Legislature  of  New  Jcrfey. 

b  A  peculiar  affection  of  his  nerves,  which  always  overcame  him 
when  he  allowed  himfelf  to  feel  very  fervently  on  any  fubjclt,  obliged 
him,  from  his  earlieft  entrance  on  public  life,  to  impole  a  drift  reftraint 
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fefling,  and  irtflruitive  preacher.  It  was  impoffible  to 
bear  bim  without  attention,  or  to  attend  to  him  without 
improvement.  He  had  a  happy  talent  at  unfolding  the 
ftrift  and  proper  meaning  of  the  facred  writer,  in  any  text 
from  which  he  chofe  to  difcourfe :  at  concentrating  and 
giving  perfe&  unity  to  every  fubje£t  which  he  treated ; 
md  prefenting  to  the  hearer  the  mod  clear  and  compre- 
faenfive  views  of  it.  His  fermons  were  difthtguifhed  for 
their  judicious  and  perfpicuous  divifions — for  mingling 
profoand  remarks  on  human  life,  along  with  the  illuurati- 
on  of  divine  truth — and  for  the  lucid  order  that  reigned 
through  the  whole.  In  his  difcourfes,  he  loved  to  dwell 
chiefly  on  the  great  do&rines  of  divine  grace,  and  on  the 
diiiinguifhing  truths  of  the  gofpel.  Thefe  he  brought,  as 
hi  as  poffible,  to  the  level  of  every  underftanding,  and 
the  feeling  of  every  heart.  He  feldom  chofe  to  lead  his 
hearers  into  fpeculatlve  difcuffions,  and  never  to  entertain 
them  by  a  mere  difplay  of  talents.  All  oftentatkm  in  the 
pulpit,  he  viewed  with  the  utmoft  averfion  and  contempt. 
During  the  whole  of  his  prefidency ,  he  was  extremely  feli- 
citous to  train  thofe  ftudious  youths,  who  had  the  miniftry 
of  the  gofpel  in  view,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fecure  the 
great  eft  refpeftability,  as  well  as  ufefulnefs,  in  that  holy 
profeflion.  It  was  his  conflant  advice  to  young  preachers, 
never  to  enter  the  pulpit  without  the  moll  careful  prepara- 
tion. It  was  his  ambition  and  his  hope,  to  render  the  fa- 
cred miniftry  the  moft  learned,  as  well  as  the  mod  pious 
and  exemplary  body  of  men  in  the  Republic. 

As  a  writer,  his  ftile  is  fimple  and  comprehenfive — his 
remarks  judicious,  and  often  refined — his  information,  on 

and  guard  upon  his  fenfibility.  He  was,  theref>re,  under  the  neccifi- 
ty  of  Tub ftitu ting  gravity  and  ferioi*fnefs  of  manner,  it*  public  fpeaking, 
in  the  room  of  that  fire  and  warmth,  of  which  he  was  well  capable,  by 
nature  ;  and  which  he  fo  much  admired  in  others,  when  managed  with 
prudence. 

He  never  read  his  fermons,  nor  ufed  fo  much  as  fhort  notes,  in  the 
pulpit.  His  practice  was,  to  write  his  fermons  at  full  length,  and  corn- 
wit  them  to  memory ;  but  not  confine  himfelf  to  the  precife  words  he 
Had  penned.  He  often  took  great  liberties,  in  the  delivery  of  his  dil- 
ouirfes,  to  alter,  add  to,  or  abridge  what  he  had  written ;  but  this  ne- 
i*r  infringed,  upon  the  drifted  accuracy. 
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every  fubjeft  which  he  treats,  accurate  and  extenfive — h 
matter  always  weighty  and  important— clofely  condsr 
fed,  and  yet  well  arranged  and  clear.     Simplicity,  pei 
fpicuity,  precifion,  comprehenfion  of  thought,  and  knou 
ledge  of  the  world,  and  of  the  human  heart,  reign  in  ever 
part  of  his  writings.     Three  volumes  of  eflays,  and  tur 
offermons,  befides  feveral  detached  difcourfes,  alread 
publifhed — and  treating  chiefly  on  the  moft  importar 
and  pradlical  fubjeffs  in  religion — have  defervedly  ex 
tended  his  reputation,  not  only  through  Britain,  Irelan 
and  America,  but  through  moft  of  the  proteftant,  coun 
tries  of  Europe.     His  remarks  on  the  nature  and  effect 
of  the  ftage,  enter  deeply  into  the  human  heart.     We  fin* 
there  many  refined  observations,  after  the  example  of  th 
Meflieurs  de  Port-Royal  in  France,  not  obvious  to  ordi 
nary  minds,  but  perfe&ly  founded  in  the  hiftory  of  man 
and  the  ftate  of  fociety.     The  pernicious  influence  of  tha 
amufement  on  the  public  tafte  and  morals,  was,  perhaps 
never  more  clearly  elucidated.     On  the  following  inter 
efling  fubje&s,  the  nature  and  necessity  of  generation— 
Justification  by  free  grace \  through  Jesus  Christ ;  and  th 
importance  of  truth  in  religion,  or,  the  connection  tha 
subsists  between  sound  principles  and  a  holy  practice,  then 
is,  perhaps,  nothing  fuperior  in  the  Englifh  language 
But  Dr.  Witherfpoon's  talents  were  various.     He  was 
not  only  a  ferious  writer,  but  he  pofiefled  a  fund  of  re 
fined  humor,  and  delicate  fatire.     A  happy  fpecimen  o 
this  is  feen  in  his  Ecclesiastical  Characteristics.     Th< 
edge  of  his  wit,  in  that  performance,  was  dire&ed  againf 
certain  corruptions  in  principle  and  pra&ice  prevalent  ir 
the  Church  of  Scotland.     And  no  attack  that  was  evei 
made  upon  them,  gave  them  fo  deep  a  wound,  or  was  ft 
feverely  felt.     Dr.  Warburton,  the  celebrated  BHhop  ol 
Gloucefter,  mentions  the  Charafteriftics  with  particulai 
approbation,  and  exprefles  his   wifh,  that  the  Englifh 
church,  as  fhe  needed  one  too,  had  likewife  fuch  a  cor- 
rector. 

This  may  be  the  proper  place  to  mention  his  general 
character,  as  a  member  of  the  councils  and  courts  of  the 
Church,  and  the  part  particularly  that  he  took  in  the  eccfe- 
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iiaiBal  politics  of  bis  native  country.     The  church  of 
Scotland  was  divided  into  two  parties,  with  refpett  to  their 
ideas  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline.     The  one  was  willing  to 
con6rm,  and  even  extend  the  rights  of  patronage — the 
other  wifhed,  if  poflible,  to  abrogate,  or  at  lead  limit  them, 
and  to  extend  the  rights  and  influence  of  the  people,  in 
the  fettlement  and  removal  of  minifters.     The  latter  were 
zealous  for  the  do£trines  o*f  grace  and  the  articles  of  reli- 
gion, m  all  their  ftriftnefs,  as  contained  in  their  national 
confefiion  of  faith.     The  former  were  willing  to  allow  a 
greater  latitude  of  opinion  ;  and  they  preached  in  a  ftile 
that  feemed  to  the  people  lefs  evangelical,  and  lefs  affec- 
ting-to  the  heart  and  confeience,  than  that  of  their  oppo- 
nents.    In  their  concern,  likewife,  to  exempt  the  clergy 
of  their  party  from  the  unreafortable  effects  of  popular  ca- 
price, they  too  frequently  protefted  them  againft  the  juft 
complaints  of  the  people.     Thefe  were  {tiled  moderate 
men,  while  their  antagonifts  were  diftinguiflied  by  the 
name  of  the  orthodox.     Dr.  Witherfpoon,  in  his  church 
politics,  early  and  warmly  embraced  the  fide  of  the  ortho- 
dox.    Tiiis  he  did  from  convidtion  and  a  fenfe  of  duty ; 
and,  by  degrees,  acquired  fuch  an  influence  in  their  coun- 
cils, that  he  was  confidered  at  length  as  their  head  and 
leader.  Before  he  had  acquired  this  influence,  their  coun- 
cils were  managed  without  union  and  addrefs,  while  the 
meafures  of  the  moderate  party  had,  for  a  long  time,  been 
conducted  by  fome  of  the  greatefl  literary  characters  in  the 
nation.      It  had  happened  among  the  orthodox,  as  it  of- 
ten does  among  fcrupulous  and  confeientious  men,  who 
are  not  verfed  in  the  affairs   of  the  world,  that  each  pur- 
fued  inflexibly  his  own  opinion,  as  the  dictate  of  an  ho- 
neft  confeience.     He  could  not  be  induced  to  make  any 
I    modification  of  it,  in  order  to  accommodate  it  to  the  views 
of  others.     He  thought  that  all  addrefs  and  policy,  was 
ufing  too  much  management  with  confeience.     Hence  re- 
fulted  difunion  of  meafures,  and  confequent  defeat — But 
Dr.  Witherfpoon's  enlarged  mind  did  not  refufe  to  com- 
bine the  wisdom  of  the  serpent  with  the  harmlcssness  of 
the  dove.     He  had,  probably,  the  principal  merit  of  cre- 
ating among  them  union  and  harmony  of  defign ;  of  coa» 
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eentratirtg  their  views,  and  giving  fyflem  to  their  opera- 
tions. One  day  after  carying  fome  important  queftions 
in  the  general  aflembly,  againft  the  celebrated  Dr.  Robert- 
Ton,  who  was  at  that  time  confidered  as  the  leader  of  xhq 
oppofite  party,  the  latter  faid  to  him,  in  a  pleafant  and 
eafy  manner,  "  I  think  you  have  your  men  better  difci* 
plined  than  formerly."  "  Yes,  replied  Dr.  Witherfpoon, 
by  urging  your  politics  too  far,  you  have  compelled  us  to 
beat  you  with  your  own  weapons." 

We  have  feen  him  in  our  own  church  judicatories  in 
America,  always  upright  in  his  views — remarkable  for 
his  punctuality  in  attending  upon  them — and  able  to  feize 
at  ones  the  right  point  of  view  on  every  queftion — able 
to  difentangle  the  moft  embarraffed  fubje&s — clear  and 
conclufive  in  his  reafonings — and  from  habit  in  bufinefs, 
as  well  as  from  a  peculiar  foundnefs  of  judgment,  always 
conducing  every  difcuflion  to  the  moft  fpeedy  and  deci- 
Jive  termination.  The  church  has  certainly  loft  in  him, 
owe  of  her  greateft  lights  ;  and,  if  I  may  ufe  the  term  in 
ecclefiaftical  affairs,  one  of  her  greateft  politicians. 

Before  entering  on  his  talents  as  a  prefident,  fuffer  me, 
in  a  fentence  or  two,  to  call  to  your  mind  his  focial  quali- 
ties. When  not  engaged  in  the  great  and  ferious  bufineff- 
es  of  life,  he  was  one  of  the  moft  companionable  of  men. 
Furnifhed  with  a  rich  fund  of  anecdote,  both  amufmg  and 
inftru£tive,  his  moments  of  relaxation  were  as  entertain- 
ing, as  his  ferious  ones  were  fraught  with  improvement. 
One  quality  remarkable,  and  highly  deferving  imitation 
in  him  was,  bis  attention  to  young  pet  sons.  He  never  fuf- 
fcred  an  opportunity  to  efcape  him  of  imparting  the  moft 
ufeful  advice  to  them,  according  to  their  circumftances, 
when  they  happened  to  be  in  his  company.  And  this 
was  always  done  in  fo  agreeable  a  way,  that  they  could 
neither  be  inattentive  to  it,  nor  was  it  poffible  to  forget  it. 

On  his  domeftic  virtues  I  fliall  only  fay,  he  was  an  af- 
fectionate hufband,  a  tender  parent,  and  a  kind  mafter  ; 
to  which  I  may  add,  he  was  a  fincere  and  a  warm  friend. 
— 'But,  I  haften  to  confidcr  him  as  a  fcholar,  and  a  direc- 
tor of  the  fyftem  of  education  in  the  college. 

An  univerfal  fcholar  himfelf,  he  endeavored  to  eftablifh 
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the  fyftem  of  education  in  this  inftitution,  upon  the  moft 
extenfive  and  refpettable  bafis,  that  its  fituation  and  it) 
finances  would  admit.  Formerly,  the  courfe  of  inftru&ion 
|ul  been  too  fuperficial :  and  its  metaphyfics  and  phi* 
iofophy  were  too  much  tin&ured  with  the  dry  and  unin- 
ftruftive  forms  of  the  fchools.  This,  however,  was  by 
no  means  to  be  imputed  as  a  defedt,  to  thofe  great  and 
excellent  men,  who  had  prefided  over  the  inftitution  be- 
fore him ;  but  rather  to  the  recent  origin  of  the  country — 
the  imperfection  of  its  ftate  of  fociety — and  to  the  (late  of 
literature  in  it.  Since  his  prefidency,  mathematical  fci- 
ence  has  received  an  extenfion,  that  was  not  known  be. 
fere  in  the  American  feminaries.  He  introduced  into 
philofophy,  all  the  moft  liberal  and  modern  improve- 
ments of  Europe.  He  extended  the  philofophical  courfe 
to  embrace  the  general  principles  of  policy  and  public 
Itw :  he  incorporated  with  it  found  and  rational  meta- 
phyfics—equally  remote  from  the  dodlrines  of  fatality 
and  contingency — from  the  barrennefs  and  dogmatifm  of 
the  fchools — and  from  the  exceffive  refinements  of  thofe 
contradiftory,  but  equally  impious  fefts  of  fcepticifm, 
who  wholly  deny  the  exiftence  of  matter,  or  maintain 
that  nothing  but  matter  exifts  in  the  univerfe. 

He  laid  the  foundation  of  a  courfe  of  hiftory  in  the  col- 
lege— and  the  principles  of  tafte,  and  the  rules  of  good 
writing,  were  both  happily  explained  by  him,  and  exem- 
plified in  his  manner.  The  stile  of  learnings  if  you  will 
allow  me  the  phrafe,  has  been  changed  by  him.  Literary 
inquiries  and  improvements  have  become  more  liberal, 
more  extenfive,  and  more  profound.  An  admirable  fa- 
culty for  governing,  and  exciting  the  emulation  of  the 
young  gentlemen  under  his  care,  contributed  to  give  fuc- 
cefs  to  all  hisdefigns,  for  perfecting  the  courfe  of  inftrur- 
tion.  The  numbers  of  men  of  diftinguifhed  talents,  in 
the  different  liberal  profeffions,  in  this  country,  who  have 
received  the  elements  of  their  education  under  him, 
teftify  his  fervices  to  the  college.  Under  his  aufpices 
have  been  formed  a  large  proportion  of  the  clergy  of 
our  churdh ;    and   to  his   inftru&ions,  America   owes 
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many  of  her  moft  diftinguifhed  patriots  and  legifla 
tors,  a 

Thus  he  proceeded,  guiding  with  uncommon  reputa 
tion  and  fuccefs  the  courfe  of  education  in  this  inftitutiod 
until  the  war  of  the  American  revolution  fufpended  hi 
functions  and  difperfed  the  college. 

Here  he  entered  upon  a  new  fcene,  and  appeared  in  \ 
new  character ;  widely  differing  from  any  in  which  h< 
had  been  heretofore  prefented  to  the  public.  Yet,  hen 
alfo,  he  (hone  with  equal  luftre ;  and  his  talents  as  a  le 
giflator  and  fenator  fhewed  the  extent  and  the  variety  o 
the  powers  of  his  mind.  There  are  few  foreigners  wh< 
can,  with  fuch  facility  as  he  did,  lay  afide  their  prejudices 
and  enter  into  the  ideas  and  habits  of  a  new  country,  anc 
a  new  (late  of  fociety.  He  became  almoft  at  once  ar 
American,  on  his  landing  among  us,  and  in  the  unjuf 
war  which  Great-Britain  waged  againft  us,  he  immedi 
ately  adopted  the  views,  and  participated  in  the  council 
of  the  Americans.  His  diftinguifhed  abilities  foon  point 
ed  him  out  to  the  citizens  of  New-Jerfey,  as  one  of  th< 
moft  proper  delegates  to  that  convention  which  formec 
their  republican  conllitution.  In  this  refpedtable  affem 
bly  he  appeared,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  all  the  profeffon 
of  the  law,  as  profound  a  civilian,  as  he  had  before  beer 
known  to  be  a  philosopher  and  divine. 

From  the  revolutionary  committees  and  conventions  0; 
the  ftate,  he  was  fent,  early  in  the  year  1776,  as  a  repre 
fentative  of  the  people  of  New-Jerfey  to  the  conprefs  o 
United  America ;  he  was  feven  years  a  member  of  tha 
illultrious  body,  which,  under  Providence,  in  the  face  o 
innumerable  difficulties  and  dangers,  led  us  on  to  the  ef 
tablifhment  of  our  independence.  Always  firm  in  th< 
moft  gloomy  and  formidable  afpects  of  public  affairs,  anc 
always  difcovering  the  greateft  reach  and  prefence  o 
mind,  in  the  moft  embarrafling  fituations. 

a  More  than  thirty  members  of  the  Congrefs  of  United  America 
fince  the  formation  of  that  illuftrious  body,  have  been  fotts  of  the  col 
lege  of  New-Jerfey ;  and  among  thefe,  fome  of  their  find  character 
for  reputation  and  ufefulnefs.  Her  fons  have  alfo  filled,  and  now  fill 
fume  of  the  higheft  offices  in  different  dates  of  the  union* 
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It  is  impoflible  here  to  enter  into  all  his  political  ideas. 
ft  is  but  juttice  however  to  obferve,  that  on  almoit  all  i'ub- 
jefts  on  which  he  differed  from  the  majority  of  his  brethren 
jp  congrefs,  his  principles  have  been  jutiified  by  the  re- 
fold I  fliall  fele£t  oniy  one  or  two  examples.  He  con* 
ftantly  oppoledthe  expenfive  mode  of  Supplying  the  army 
by  commission,  which  was  originally  adopted  ;  and  com- 
liated  it,  until  after  along  experience  of  its  ill  effects,  he, 
in  conjunction  with  a  few  firm  and  judicious  affociates, 
prevailed  to  have  it  done  by  contract.*? 

He  oppofed,  at  every  emiflion  after  the  firft  or  fecond, 
and  even  hazarded  his  popularity  for  a  time  by  the  ftrenu- 
oufnefs  of  his  oppofition,  that  paper  currency  which  gave 
Jocfa  a  wound  to  public  credit,  and  which  would  have  de- 
feated the  revolution,  if  any  thing  could.£ 

In  the  information  of  the  original  confederation,  he 
complained  of  the  jealoufy  and  ambition  of  the  individual 
Hates,  which  were  not  willing  to  entruft  the  general  govern- 
ment, with  adequate  powers  for  the  common  intereit.  He 
then  pronounced  inefficacy  upon  it.  But  he  complained 
aod  remonitrated  in  va'm.r 

a  Congrefs  at  firft  fnpplied  the  army  by  allowing  a  certain  commif- 
fion  per  cent*  on  the  monte s  that  \\\z  cniiMiiHioiters  expended.  This 
invited  expence.  At  length  they  tfere  induced  to  agree  to  the  mode 
by  contract  ;  or  allowing  to  the  purchafer,  a  certain  iuni  per  ration. 

b  Inftead  of  emiflions  of  an  unfunded  paper,  beyond  a  certain  quan- 
tum, Dr.  Witherlpoon  urged  the  propriety  of  making  loans,  and  elta- 
bti  thing  funds  for  the  pay.ncijt  of  the  intereit ;  which  in  the  temper  of 
the  public  mind,  he  thoughrcould  then  have  been  eafily  clfected.  Ame- 
rica has  (Ince  regretted  that  fhe  had  not  purfued  that  policy.  The 
doctor  afterwards,  at  the  inftance  of  fome  of  the  very  gentlemen  who 
oppjfed  him  in  congrefs.  published  his  ideas  on  the  natuie,  value  and 
life*  of  money,  in  one  of  the  molt  clear  and  judicious  e flays  that,  per- 
haps, was  ever  written  on  the  iubjed. 

c  He  particularly  remonfl rated  againft  the  lardy,  inefficient  and 
faiihleib  manner  of  providing  for  the  public  exigencies  and  debts  by 
requifition  on  the  feveral  Hates.  He  infilled  on  the  propriety  and  ne- 
teflicy,  of  the  government  of  the  union  holding  in  its  own  hands  the 
emire  regulation  of  commerce,  and  the  revenues  ihat  might  be  derived 
from  that  fourcc  Thefe  he  contended  would  be  adequate  to  all  the 
wants  of  the  United  States,  in  a  feafon  of  peace. 

Vol.  I.  E 
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Over-ruled  however,  at  that  time,  in  tbefe  and  in  otha 
objects  of  importance,  he  had  the  fatisfaction  of  living  t< 
fee  America  revert,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  to  his  origi 
nal  ideas — Ideas  founded  on  a  found  and  penetrance 
judgment,  and  matured  by  deep  reflection,  and  an  ex 
tenfive  obfervation  of  men  and  things.  But  I  forbear  to 
trace  his  political  career  farther ;  and  fhall  only  add  here 
that  while  he  was  thus  engaged  in  ferving  his  country  ii 
the  chara&er  of  a  civilian,  he  did  NOT  lay  afide  his  mi 
nistry.  He  gladly  embraced  every  opportunity  of  preach 
ing,  and  of  difcharging  the  other  duties  of  bis  office,  as  ; 
gofpel  minifter.  This  he  confidered  as  his  higheft  cha 
rafter,  and  honor  in  life. 

The  college  having  been  collefted  as  loon  as  poffible  af 
ter  its  difperfion,  inftruftion  was  recommenced  under  th< 
immediate  care  of  the  vice-prefident.tf  Dr.  Witherfpoon'; 
name,  however,  continued  to  add  celebrity  to  the  inftitu 
tion  ;  and  it  has  fully  recovered  its  former  reputation. 

The  glorious  ftruggle  for  our  liberties  drawing  to  an  ho 
norable  period,  and  the  doftor  feeling  age  advancing  up 
on  him,  was  defirous  of  refigning  his  place  in  congrefs;  an< 
would  have  fain  retired,  in  a  meafure  from  the  burdens  o 
the  college. 

But  notwithftanding  his  wifh  for  repofe,  he  was  indu 
ced,  through  his  attachment  to  the  inltitution,  over  whicl 
he  had  fo  long  prefided,  once  more  to  crofs  the  ocean  t< 
promote  its  benefit.     The  fruit  of  that  voyage  was  not  in 

a  The  reverend  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Smith,  who  was  unanimoufly  chofei 
Dr.  Withe rfpoon's  fucceflbr,  on  the  Gxth  day  of  May,  1795.  Thi 
gentleman's  character  needs  no  eulogium  in  this  place.  His  fevera 
publications,  and  particularly  his  ingenious  eflay  on  "  The  caufes  o 
the  variety  of  complexion  and  figure  of  the  human  fpecies,"  deliverei 
brfore  the  Philofophical  Society,  in  Philadelphia,  February  28th  1787 
afford  fufficient  teftimony  of  his  genius  and  learning.  The  lad  men 
tionrd  work  has  diltinguifhed  him  in  the  eftimation  of  the  literati,  botl 
in  Europe  and  America.  As  foon  as  it  made  its  appearance  in  Europe 
it  was  read  with  avidity— it  fliortly  pafTed  under  more  editions  thai 
one  in  Great-Britain— it  was  translated  into  the  French  language,  atx 
pablifhed,  with  great  eclat,  at  Paris— and  has  been  Gnce  tranflated  intc 
the  German  language,  and  publifhed  with  annotations,  by  a  profeilbi 
of  moral  philofophy,  in  one  of  the  univerGties  of  that  empire. 
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deed  anfwerable  to  our  wiihes ;  but  we  are  not  the  lefs  in- 
debted to  his  enterprize.and  zeal. 

After  his  return  to  this  country,  finding  nothing  to  ob- 
ftruft  his  entering  on  that  retirement,  which  was  now  be- 
come more  dear  to  him ;  he  withdrew,  in  a  great  meafure, 
except  on  fome  important  occafions,  from  the  exercife  of 
thofe  public  functions  that  were  not  immediately  connect- 
ed with  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  prefident  of  the  college, 
or  his  charadter  as  a  minifter  of  the  gofpel. 

Accuftomed  to  order  and  regularity  in  bufinefs  from 
his  youth,  he  perfevered  in  his  attention  to  them  through 
his  whole  life.  And  I  may  add,  there  was  nothing  in 
which  his  punctuality  and  exaCtnefs  were  more  facredly 
obferved,  than  in  the  devotional  exercifes  of  the  chriftian 
life.  Befides  the  daily  devotions  of  the  clofet,  and  the  fa- 
mily, it  was  his  dated  practice  to  obferve  the  lad  day  of 
every  year,  with  his  family,  as  a  day  of  fading,  humiliation 
and  prayer :  and  it  was  alfo  his  practice,  to  fet  a- part  days 
for  fecret  falling  and  prayer,  as  occafion  fuggefted. 

Bodily  infirmities  began  at  length  to  come  upon  him. 
For  more  than  two  years  before  his  death,  he  was  affliCted 
with  the  lofs  of  fight ;  which  contributed  to  haften  the 
progrefs  of  his  other  diforders.  Thefe  hefc  bore  with  a  pa- 
tience, and  even  a  cheerfulnefs,  rarely  to  be  met  with,  in 
the  moft  eminent  for  wifdom  and  piety.  Nor  would  his 
aCtive  mind,  and  his  defire  of  ufefulnefs  to  the  end,  per- 
mit him,  even  in  this  fituation,  to  defift  from  the  exercife 
of  his  miniftry,  and  his  duties  in  the  college,  as  far  as  his 
health  and  ftrength  would  admit.  He  was  frequently  led 
into  the  pulpit,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  during  his  blind- 
nefs;  and  always  acquitted  himfelf  with  his  ufual  accura- 
cy, and  frequently,  with  more  than  his  ufual  folemnity  and 
animation.  And  we  all  recolleCt  tfie  propriety  and  dig- 
nity with  which  he  prefided  at  the  lalt  commencement. 
He  was  bleft  with  the  ufe  of  his  reafoning  powers  to  the 
very  laft. 

At  length,  however,  he  funk  under  the  accumulated 
preffure  of  his  infirmities ;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1794,  in  the  feventy  third  year  of  his  age,  he  retired 
10  his  eternal  reft,  full  of  honor  and  full  of  days — there  to 
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receive  the  plaudit  of  his  Lord,  "  well  done  thou  good  and 
"faithful  fervant,  thou  haft  been  faithful  over  a  few  things, 
"  be  thou  ruler  over  many  things ;  enter  thou  into  the  joy 
"of thy  Lord." 
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44  LETTER. 

Tou,  Sir,  are  one  of  those  happy  few ,  who  have  been  willing 
to  consecrate  the  finest  natural  talents  to  the  service  of  Christ 
in  the  gospel,  and  are  not  ashamed  of  his  cross.  Ton  have 
been  able  to  procure  attention  upon  some  subj  eels,  from  many 
who  would  hardly  have  given  it  to  any  other  writer.  This 
hath  made  me  observe  with  particular  attention,  the  effect  of 
your  last  performance,  Theron  and  Afpafio,  the  character 
given  to  it,  and  the  objections  raised  against  it.  And  I  have 
always  found,  that  the  most  specious  and  plausable  objection, 
and  that  most  frequently  made  against  the  doBrine  of  justifica- 
tion by  imputed  righteousness,  has  been  in  this,  case,  as  indeed 
usually  before,  that  it  loosens  the  obligations  to  pra&iee.  This 
is  what  J  have  particularly  applied  myself  to  refute  in  the  fol- 
lowing essay,  because  Ifiave  rarely  observed  it  done  distinctly, 
and  at  full  length,  in  any  writer.  And  I  have  addressed  it  to 
you,  as  a  testimony  of  my  esteem  of  your  excellent  and  useful 
writings,  as  a  public  declaration  of  my  espousing  the  same  sen- 
timents as  to  the  terms  of  our  acceptance  with  God,  and  my 
ambition  of  contributing  some  small  assistance  to  the  support 
cfthe  same  glorious  cause.  It  was  also  no  small  inducement 
to  it,  that  thereby  it  might  appear  to  all,  that  no  external  dis- 
tinSlions,  or  smaller  differences,  ought  to  be  any  hindrance  to 
a  cordial  esteem  and  affeSlion  among  the  sincere  servants  of 
our  common  Master. 

The  greatest  part  of  what  follows  was  first  delivered  in  two 
sermons;  but  it  is  now  thrown  into  the  form  *of an  essay,  lest 
the  despised  title  of  a  sermon  should  offend  some,  and  that  it 
might  the  better  admit  of  several  additions,  both  in  the  body  of  the 
piece,  and  in  the  notes,  which  could  not  have  been  so  properly 
delivered  from  a  pulpit.  Some  of  these  regard  the  philoso- 
phical principles  which  have  of  late  been  published  among  us, 
of  which  I  propose,  in  a  short  time,  a  much  fuller  discussion, 
as  there  is  no  way  in  which  the  trut/is  of  the  gospel  are  more 
perverted  than  by  what  the  apostle  Paul  calls  Phtlofophy  and 
vain  deceit,  and  oppoiitions  of  fcience  falfely  fo  called. 

That  your  useful  life  may  be  prolonged,  and  that  you  may 
have  the  honor  of  contributing  more  and  more  to  the  conver- 
sion of  sinners,  and  the  edification  and  comfort  of  believers,  is 
the  earnest  prayer  of, 

Sir, 

Your  moil  obedient 

humble  fervant, 
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A  LL  the  works  and  ways  of  God  have  fomething  in 
/"\  them  myflerious,  above  the  comprehenfion  of  any 
Soke  underftanding.  As  this  is  the  cafe  with  his  works 
of  creation  and  providence,  there  is  no  reafon  to  expe£t  it 
fhould  be  otherwife  in  the  aftonifliing  method  of  the  re- 
demption of  the  world  by  Jefus  Chrift.  From  this  their 
myfterious  nature,  or  rather  from  the  imperfeft  meafure 
and  degree  in  which  they  are  revealed  to  us,  they  are  ad- 
mirably fitted  for  the  trial  of  our  ingenuity,  humility  and 
fubje&ion.  They  are  all  of  them,  when  ferioufly  and 
impartially  enquired  into,  holy,  juft  and  good  ;  but  at  the 
feme  time,  not  beyond  the  cavils  and  objedtions  of  men 
of  prejudiced,  perverfe  and  corrupt  minds. 

The  apoftle  Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  among 
whom  he  had  never  been  in  perfon,  at  great  length  efta- 
hlifhes  the  fundamental  do&rine  of  the  gofpel,  that  finners 
are  juftified  by  the  free  grace  of  God,  through  the  imputed 
righteoufnefs  of  a  Redeemer,  To  this  dodlrine  men  do 
by  nature  make  the  ftrongeft  oppofition,  and  are,  with  the 
utmoft  difficulty,  brought  to  receive  and  apply  it.  We 
may  well  fay  of  it  in  particular,  what  the  fame  apoftle 
lays  of  the  truths  of  God  in  general,  that  u  the  natural 
"  man  doth  not  receive  them."*  It  is  therefore  highly 
neceffary  to  prevent  or  remove,  as  far  as  poflible,  the  ob- 
jections that  may  be  brought  againil  it  by  the  art  or  ma* 

*  I  Cor.  ii.  14. 

Vol.  t  F 
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lice  of  Satan,  who  will,  no  doubt,  bend  the  chief  force  of 
all  his  engines  againft  this  truth,  knowing  that  the  cordial 
reception  of  it  is  a  fure  and  effe&ual,  and  indeed  the  only 
fure  and  effectual  means,  of  deftroying  his  power  and 
influence  in  the  heart.  Accordingly  we  find  the  apoftle, 
in  the  fixth  chapter  of  the  above-named  epiftle,  and  firft 
verfe,  fuppofes  an  objection  made  againft  this  dodtrine  in 
the  following  terms ;  "  What  fhall  we  fay  then  ?  fhall  we 
continue  in  fin,  that  grace  may  abound  ?"  To  which  he 
anfwers,  by  rejetting  the  confequence  with  the  utmoft 
abhorrence,  and  in  the  ftrongeft  manner  affirming  it  to  be 
without  any  foundation. 

From  the  introduction  of  this  obje&ion  by  the  apoftle, 
we  may  either  infer,  that  there  were,  even  in  thefe  early 
days,  fome  who  branded  the  doftrine  of  redemption  by 
the  free  grace  of  God  with  this  odious  confequence ;  or 
that  he  by  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty,  did  forefee  that 
there  fhould  arife,  in  fome  future  periods  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  church,  adverfaries  who  would  attempt  to  load  it 
with  this  imputation  :  or  that  the  doftrine  is  indeed  lia- 
ble, on  a  fuperficial  view,  to  be  abufed  to  this  unhappy 
purpofe,  by  the  deceitful  hearts  of  men  who  are  wedded 
to  their  lulls.  It  is  probable  that  all  the  three  obferva^ 
tions  are  juft ;  and  the  two  laft  render  it  a  peculiarly  pro- 
per fubjeft  for  our  attention  and  confideration  at  this 
time,  and  in  this  age. 

It  is  well  known  that  there  are  many  enemies  of  this 
doftrine,  of  different  chara&ers  and  of  different  princi- 
ples, who  all  agree  in  affaulting  it  with  this  objection — 
that  it  weakens  the  obligations  to  holinefs  of  life,  by  making 
our  juftification  before  God  depend  entirely  upon  the 
righteoufnefs  and  merit  of  another.  And  fo  far,  I  think, 
we  mull  join  with  the  adverfaries  of  this  do&rine,  as  to 
lay  it  down  for  a  principle — that  whatever  belief  or  per- 
fuafion,  by  its  native  and  genuine  tendency,  weakens  the 
obligations  to  practice,  mud  be  falfe.  And  I  will  alfo 
affert,  in  oppofition  to  fome  modern  infidels  (though  fome 
may  think  that  my  caufe  might  avail  itfelf  of  the  contrary 
opinion)  that  a  man's  inward  principle,  or  the  perfuafion 
of  his  mind,  hath  a  neceffary  and  unavoidable  influence 
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upon  his  praftice.*  So  that,  if  I  am  not  able  to  {hew  that 
juffification  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
is  fo  far  from  weakening  the  obligations  to  holinefs,  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  belief  and  reception  of  it,  as  its  ne- 
ceflary  confequence,  mud  make  men  greater  lovers  of 
purity  and  holinefs  and  fill  them  with  a  greater  horror 
of  Jin  than  any  other  perfuafion  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  I  am 
content  to  give  up  the  caufe. 

I  hope  we  may  be  indulged  a  candid  hearing  on  this 
fubjeft,  as  experience  does  not  feem  to  be  unfavorable  to 
the  do&rine  I  am  eflaying  to  defend.  If  it  appeared  in 
faft  that  its  friends  upon  a  fair  and  juft  comparison,  were 
more  loofe  in  their  practice  than  their  adverfaries  of  any 
of  the  oppofite  opinions,  it  would  be  a  ftrong  prejudice 
againft  it ;  or  rather,  if  this  were  always  the  cafe,  it  would 
be  an  unqueftionable  evidence  of  its  fallehood.  But  doth 
not  the  contrary  appear  on  the  very  face  of  the  world  ? 
Are  not  the  perfons  who  profefs  to  deny  their  own  righte- 
oufnefs, and  hope  for  juftification  through  Chrift,  ordina- 
rily the  mod  tender  and  fearful  of  finning  themfelves, 
and  the  mod  faithful  and  diligent  in  promoting  the  refor- 
mation of  others  ?  And  do  not  all  carelefs,  profane  and 
fenfual  livers,  almoft  to  a  man,  profefs  themfelves  enemies 
to  this  doftrine  ?  I  could  almoft  appeal  to  any  one  who 
hath  the  leaft  experience  of,  or  commerce  with  the  world, 
whether  he  would  expedl  to  find,  upon  a  drift  fearch  and 
enquiry,  the  worfhip  of  God  fnore  conftantly  attended, 
the  name  of  God  more  regularly  called  upon  in  families, 
children  and  fervants  more  carefully  inftrufted  and  more 
dutifully  governed,  a  greater  freedom  from  levity,  pro- 

*  That  is  to  fay,  fo  far  as  it  can  be  applied  to  practice,  and  fo  far 
as  it  is  real  or  prevalent  above  its  oppofite ;  for  there  are  many  truths 
of  a  religious  nature  which  men  think  they  believe  fometiines,  but 
which  yet  their  corrupt  paflions  often  make  thein  doubt  of;  and  theie 
doubts  are  nine  parts  in  ten  of  their  lives  obveriant  to  their  minds,  as 
a  vindication  of  their  licentious  practice  :  in  tome  fenfe,  luch  may  be 
faid  to  a&  in  contradiction  to  their  principles;  but  they  are  principUs 
either  not  really  believed,  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  not  habitually 
recollected ;  and  none  can  expect  that  men  will  act  upon  a  principle, 
though  once  ever  fo  firmly  believed,  if  it  be  forgotten,  or  at  the  time 
of  a&ion  entirely  oat  of  view. 
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fanity,  unchaftity,  pride,  malice,  or  infmcerity  of  conver* 
fation,  amongft  the  friends  or  enemies  of  this  do&rinc  ?  So 
true  is  this,  that  they  commonly  have  the  appellation  of 
the  stricter  sort  given  them,  by  which  is  certainly  under- 
ftood,  at  leaft  an  apparent  ftri&nels  of  life  and  manners.* 
As  therefore  experience  doth  not  hinder,  or  rather  as  it 
warrants  us  to  affirm,  that  thofe  who  expeft  juftifi cation 
by  free  grace  are,  of  all  others,  the  moft  holy  in  their 
lives ;  I  propofe  to  fhew,  that  it  mud  be  fo,  and  that  this 
is  but  the  native  fruit,  and  neceffary  confequence  of  their 
principles.  What  has  induced  me  to  this  attempt,  is  not 
only  the  calumnies  of  enemies,  but  the  weaknefs  or 
treachery  of  profeffed  friends.  Thefe  laft  injure  the  truth 
often,  in  two  different  ways.  Some  fpeak  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner  as  to  confirm  and  harden  enemies  in  their  oppofition  to 
it :  they  ufe  fuch  raft  and  uncautious  expreffions,  as  do  in- 
deed juftify  the  objection  which  the  apoftle  rejefts  with  fo 
great  abhorrence ;  and  in  the  heat  of  their  zeal  againft 
the  felf-righteous  legalift,  feem  to  ftate  themfelves  as  ene- 
mies, in  every  refpeft,  to  the  law  of  God,  which  is  holy, 
juft  and  good.  Others,  on  the  contrary,  defend  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  deftroy  the  doftrine  itfelf,  and  give  fuch 
interpretations  of  the  word  of  God,  as,  if  they  were  juft, 
and  known  to  be  fo,  the  objection  would  never  have  been 
made,  becaufe  there  would  not  have  been  fo  much  as  an 
occafion  given  to  it.f 

*  I  am  not  ignorant,  that  it  is  the  ufual  refuge  of  thofe  who  are 
evidently  diflblute  in  their  own  lives,  to  alledge,  that  there  is  indeed 
an  appearance  of  this,  hut  that  it  is  no  more  than  appearance,  being 
all  hypocrify.  It  would  he  going  out  of  the  way  to  enter  upon  a  large 
refutation  of  this  flander.  Therefore  acknowledging,  that,  no  doubt, 
whatever  number  of  hypocrites  there  are  in  the  world,  and  there  are 
too  m.iiiy,  they  mufl  herd  amongft,  or  attach  themfelves  to  the  fociety 
of,  the  beft  part  of  it ;  I  obierve,  that  the  general  charge  of  hypocrify 
is  only  thrown  out  at  a  venture,  is  a  judging  of  the  heart ;  and  by  the 
very  fuppofition,  contrary  to  appearances,  juftified,  for  the  moft  part, 
by  a  fteady  perfeverance.  Whereas,  ufually  the  whole  merit  of  thoie 
who  bring  the  accufation,  is  that  of  being  uniformly  wicked,  and  not 
fo  much  as  pro fe fling  what  it  was  their  indifpenfable  duty  both  to  have 
p  rote  (Ted  and  practifed. 

t  I  have  often  thought,  that  there  cannot  be  a  ftronger  argument, 
that  the  explication  commonly  given  by  Calvinifts,  of  the  paflages  of 
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Batof  all  the  pretended  Chriftians,  one  fort  are  worthy 
of  the  higheft  contempt,  who,  acknowledging  die  truth 
of  this  dodrine,  call  it  dangerous,  and  are  backward  to 
torch  or  pubJifh  it,  left  it  fhould  be  abufed.     Would  fuch 
weak,  half-thinking  mortals,  be  wifer  than  God  ?  Hath 
he  publifhed  it,  and  (hall  we  throw  a  veil  over  it,  to  re- 
medy the  rafhnefs  of  his  proceeding  ?  Do  the  Scriptures 
reveal,  and  are  we  backward  to  "  teftify  the  gofpel  of  the 
u  grace  of  Godt?"    All  the  works  of  God  are  capable  of 
being  abufed ;  that  this  may  be  fo  likewife  the  apoftle  fup- 
pofes.     It  is,  however,  not  the  lefs  ufeful  or  important ; 
only  let  us  endeavor  to  vindicate  it  from  the  falfe  charge 
of  favoring  or  encouraging  licentioufnefs  of  life.     This 
I  would  willingly  do  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  aflert 
while  I  defend  it ;  to  maintain  the  doctrine  itfelf,  while 
I  fhew  not  only  its  innocence,  but  its  ufefulnefs  in  prac- 
tice. 

The  words  of  the  infpired  apoftle  are,  "  God  forbid, 
"  how  (hall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live  any  longer  there- 
u  in  ?  In  which  he  affirms,  that  the  grace  of  God  abound- 
ing in  the  gofpel,  is  fo  far  from  being  an  encouragement 
to  fin,  that  it  deftroys  the  power  of  fin,  and  removes  the 
inclination  to  it,  fo  far  as  it  prevails.  The  language  is 
very  ftrong,  "  We  that  are  dead  to  fin." — It  feems  to  put 
us  in  mind  of  the  total  effectual  breach  of  relation  between 
a  dead  man,  and  the  obje&s  with  which  he  was  formerly 
connected  in  life :  they  are  nothing  to  him,  nor  he  to 
them ;  he  neither  loves  them,  needs  them,  nor  ufes  them. 
So  in  proportion  as  the  grace  of  God  offered  through 
Chrift  in  the  gofpel  is  received  and  applied,  fin  is  morti- 
fied in  the  heart ;  thus  fays  the  apoftle  clfewhere,  u  God 
14  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chrift,  by  which  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me, 

fcriptore  on  this  fabjeel,  is  juft,  than  the  apoflle's  fuppofition  of  an  oh. 
jection  of  this  nature  arifing  from  it.  For  if  thr  explication  of  fame 
others,  were  fitppofed  to  be  the  obvious  meaning  of  the  text,  and  were 
fubftituted  in  its  room,  as  all  juft  definitions  may  be  without  inconve- 
nience, the  apoflle's  words,  "  What  fhali  we  fay  then  ?  fhall  we  con- 
tf  ttnoe  b  fin  that  grace  may  abound?"  would  be  quite  unnatural  and 
abford. 
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44  and  I  unto  the  world."*  This,  which  is  indeed  the 
language  of  the  Scripture  throughout,  is  not  merely  de- 
nying the  accufation,  but  eftablifhing  the  contrary  truth, 
the  influence  of  this  do&rine  upon  purity  of  heart  and 
life,  which  we  find  the  apoflle  alfo  afferting  in  the  middle 
of  his  reafoning  upon  the  point,  u  Do  we  then  make  void 
c(  the  law  through  faith  ?  God  forbid :  yea,  we  eflablifh 
44  the  Jaw."f 

In  the  profecution  of  this  fubjeft,  it  will  be  neceflary, 
firft,  in  a  few  words,  to  (late  that  do&rine  againft  which 
the  objection  is  made.  It  may  be  delivered  in  Scripture* 
language  thus,  "  That  all  have  finned,  and  come  fhort  of 
the  glory  of  God. — That  every  mouth  muft  be  flopped, 
and  all  the  world  become  guilty  before  God. — There- 
44  fore  by  the  deeds  of  the  law,  there  fhall  be  noflefh  juftt- 
41  fied  in  his  fight. — But  we  are  juftified  freely  by  his 
44  grace,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chriil  Jefus  : — 
44  Whom  God  has  fet  forth  as  a  propitiation,  through  faith 
44  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  for  the  remif- 
44  fion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the  forbearance  of  God. 
41  — Where  is  boafting  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what 
44  law  ?  of  works  ?  Nay,  but  by  the  law  of  faith.  There- 
44  fore  we  conclude,  that  a  man  is  juftified  by  faith  with- 
44  out  the  deeds  of  the  law. — Moreover,  the  law  entered, 
44  that  the  offence  might  abound ;  but  where  fin  abounded, 
44  grace  did  much  more  abound ;  that  as  fin  hath  reigned 
44  unto  death,  even  lb  might  grace  reign  through  righteouf- 
44  nefs  unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Ghrift  our  Lord." 

The  do&rine  aflerted  in  the  above  and  other  paflages 
of  fcripture  may  be  thus  paraphrafed :  that  every  intelli- 
gent creature  is  under  an  unchangeable  and  unalienable 
obligation,  perfe&ly  to  obey  the  whole  law  of  God :  that 
ail  men  proceeding  from  Adam  by  ordinary  generation, 
are  the  children  of  polluted  parents,  alienated  in  heart 
from  God,  tranfgreffors  of  his  holy  law,  inexcufable  in  this 
tranfgreflion,  and  therefore  expofed  to  the  dreadful  confe- 

3uences  of  his  difpleafure ;  that  it  was  not  agreeable  to  tht 
i&ates  of  his  wifdom,  holinefs  and  juftice,  to  forgive 

*  Gal.  vk  14,  f  Horn.  in.  31. 
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their  fins    without  an  atonement  or  fatisfa&ion :   and 

therefore  he  raifed  up  for  them  a  Saviour,  Jefus  Chrift,  who, 

as  the  fecond  Adam,  perfe&ly  fulfilled  the  whole  law,  and 

offered  himfelf  up  a  facrifice  upon  the  crofs  in  their  ftead  : 

that  this  his  righteoufnefs  is  imputed  to  them,  as  the  fole 

foundation  of  their  juftification  in  the  fight  of  a  holy  God, 

and  their  reception  into  his  favor  :  that  the  means  of  their 

being  interefted  in  this  falvation,  is  a  deep  humiliation  of 

mind,  confeflion  of  guilt  and  wretchednefs,  denial  of  them- 

felves,  and  acceptance  of  pardon  and  peace  through  Chrift 

Jefus,  which  they  neither  have  contributed  to  the  procu- 

ring,  nor  can  contribute  to  the  continuance  of,  by  their 

own  merit ;  but  expeft  the  renovation  of  their  natures,  to 

be  inclined  and  enabled  to  keep  the  commandments  of 

God  as  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  and  a  part  of  the  purchafe 

of  their  Redeemer.* 

This  fliort  account  of  the  doftrine  of  the  imputation  of 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  will  be  further  illuftrated  and  ex- 
plained  in  the  progrefs  of  this  difcourfe,  intended  to  fhew, 
that  in  thofe  who  do  cordially  embrace  it,  the  obligations 
to  holinefs  are  not  weakened,  but  ftrengthened  and  con- 
firmed. For  this  purpofe  be  pleafed  to  attend  to  the  fol- 
lowing obfervations ;  in  all  of  which  I  defire  it  may  be  re- 
membered, even  where  not  exprefsly'mentioned,  an  oppo- 
Ction  is  intended  between  the  principles  and  views  of  a 
believer  in  Chrift,  who  refts  his  hope  on  his  imputed  righ- 
teoufnefs, and  thofe  who  aft  on  any  contrary  principle. 

*  The  intelligent  reader  will  probably  perceive,  that  I  have  expref- 
fed  the  above  do&rine  in  fuch  general  terms,  as  not  diltinctly  to  take 
apart  in  the  differences  that  are  to  be  found  ainor.g  ionic  authors,  a* 
to  the  way  of  explaining  it,  and  particularly  as  to  the  natuie  of  faith. 
The  reafon  of  my  doing  fo  is,  that  I  would  willingly  rather  recuiiiilr, 
than  widen  thefe  differences  ;  and  because  it  is  mr  firm  perfuafiiiri,  that 
however  fome  think  it  jufteft,  or  wifefl,  or  fafclt,  toexpei's  themttlves 
one  way,  and  fome  another,  yet  all  who  have  a  deep  and  real  comir- 
tion,  that  they  are  by  nature  in  a  loft  (late,  and  under  the  wrath  of  God, 
and  that  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  but  in  Chrift,  are,  if  they  mi- 
derffood  one  another,  at  bottom,  or  at  leift  in  all  things  any  way  ma- 
terial, entirely  of  the  fame  opinion.  Accordingly  the  reader  will,  I 
hope,  find  that  the  reafoning  in  the  following  pages  may  caiily  be  ap- 
plied by  them  all  without  exception . 
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In  the  firft  place,  he  who  expe&s  juftification  by  the 
imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  hath  the  cl care  ft  and 
ftrongelt  convi&ion  of  the  obligation  of  the  holy  law  of 
God  upon  every  reafonable  creature,  and  of  its  extent  and 
purity.  This  will  appear  very  evidently,  if  we  confider 
what  it  is  that  brings  any  perfon  to  a  belief  or  relifii  of  this 
do&rine.  It  mud  be  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  fear  of  deferved 
wrath.  Let  us  fearch  out  the  caufe  by  tracing  the  effe£ts. 
Whence  arifes  the  fear  of  wrath,  or  apprehenfion  of  God's 
difpleafure  ?  Only  from  a  convi&ion  of  guilt.  And  what 
can  produce  a  conviction  of  guilt,  but  a  fenfe  of  obliga- 
tion ?  This  is  manifeftly  the  do&rine  of  Scripture,  which 
teaches  us,  that  "  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  finw— 
and  that  "  the  law  is  a  fchoolmafter  to  bring  us  to  Chrift." 
Thofe  who  have  none  at  all,  or  a  very  imperfeft  fenfe  of 
the  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  (will  never  have  the  leaft 
efteem  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  which  atones  for  their 
tranfgreffion  of  it ;  it  mull  appear  to  them  to  be  foolifli- 
nefs  :  whereas  thofe  who  have  a  ftrong  convi&ion  of  the 
juftice  of  the  demand  of  the  law,  both  efteem  and  ufe  the 
plea  of  their  Saviour's  merit.  Such  alfo  have  a  ftrong 
fenfe  of  the  extent  and  purity  of  the  law  of  God,  as  well  as 
its  obligation  in  general.  Whilft  others  confider  nothing 
as  fin,  but  the  grofteft  and  moft  notorious  crimes,  they  are 
-deeply  fenfible  of  the  alienation  of  their  hearts  from  God, 
whom  they  are  bound  fupremely  to  love,  and  to  whofe 
glory  they  are  obliged  to  be  habitually  and  univerfally 
fubfervient. 

This  conviftion  of  the  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  fa 
effentially  connected  with,  or  rather  fo  neceffarily  previous 
to,  an  acceptance  of  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift, 
is  evidently  founded  upon  the  relation  of  man  to  God,  as 
a  creature  to  his  Creator.  This  relation  then  continues, 
and  muft  continue,  unchangeable ;  therefore  the  obliga- 
tion founded  upon  it  muft  be  unalienable  ;  and  all  thofe 
who  have  once  been  fenfible  of  it,  muft  continue  to  be  fo, 
unlefs  we  fuppofe  them  blinded  to  the  knowledge  of  God 
as  Creator,  by  the  difcovery  of  his  mercy  in  Chrift  the 
Redeemer.  But  this  is  abfurd  ;  for  the  fubfequent  relation 
of  a  finner  to  God,  as  forgiven  and  reconciled  through 
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Chrift,  never  can  take  away,  nay,  never  can  alter  his  na- 
tural relation  as  a  creature,  nor  the  obligation  founded 
upon  it.  Neither  can  it  be  conceived  as  confiftent  with  the 
perfe&ions  of  God,  to  abate  the  demands  of  his  law  ;  that 
is  to  fay,  a  perfe£t  conformity  to  his  holy  will.*  Every 
the  leaft  deviation  from  it,  by  tranfgreflion,  or  negleft  of 
duty,  mud  ftill  be  evil  in  itfelf,  and  mult  itill  be  feen,  and 
efteemed  to  be  fo  by  the  God  of  truth,  who  cannot  lie. 
Now,  is  there  any  thing  in  the  gofpel  that  hath  the  leaft 
tendency  to  lelfen  the  fenfe  of  this  obligation,  after  it  hath 
been  once  difcovered  ?  Very  far  from  it :  on  the  contrary, 
all  that  Chrift  hath  done  for  the  falvation  of  fmners,^as 
its  immediate  confequence,  magnifies  the  law,  and  makes 
it  honorable. 

^Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  the  releaflng  a  (inner 
from  the  fan&ion  of  the  law,  or  the  puniihment  incurred 

*  Since  mention  has  been  made  of  perfect  conformity  to  the  will  of 
God,  or  perfect  obedience  to  his  law,  as  the  duty  of  man,  which  is  in- 
deed the  foundation  of  this  whole  doctrine,  J  think  it  necefTary  to  oh- 
fervc,  that  Tome  deny  this  to  be  properly  required  of  man,  as  his  duty 
io  the  prefent  fallen  ft  ate,  becauie  he  is  not  able  to  perforin  it.     But 
lech  do  not  feem  to  attend  either  to  the  meaning  of  perfect  obedience, 
or  to  the  nature  or  caule  of  this  inability.     Perfect  obedience  is  obe- 
dience by  any    creature,  to   the  utmofl  extent  of  his  natural  powers. 
Even  in  a  (rate  of  innocence,  the  holy  difpofitionsof  Adam  would  not 
hare  been  equal   in  ftrength  and  activity  to  thofe  of  creatures  of  an 
higher  rank :  but  furely  to  love  God,  who  is  infinitely  amiable,  with 
ail  the  heart,  and  above  all,  to  confecrate  all  his  powers  and  faculties, 
without  exception,  and  without  intermiflion,  to  God's  fervice,  muft  be 
undeniably  the  duty  of  every  intelligent  creature.      And  what  fort  of 
inability  are  we  under  to  pay  this?  Our  natural  faculties  are  furely  as  ft 
for  the  fervice  of  God  as  for  any  bafer  purpofe  :  the  inability  is  only 
xiioral,  and  lies  wholly  in  the  aveifiou  of  our  hearts  from  inch  employ* 
njent.     D^>es   this  then  take  away  the  guilt?   Mud  God  relax  his  law 
becaufe  we  are  not  willing  to  obey  it  ?  Confult  even  modern  philoib- 
phers  ;  and  fuch  of  them  as  allow  there  is  any  fuch  thing  as  vice,  will 
tell  you,  that  it  lies  in  evil  or  mifplaced  affections.     Will  then  that 
which  is  ill   in   itfelf  excufe   its  fiuits  in   any  degree   from  guilt  or 
blame  ?  The  truth  i«,  notwithftauding  the  loud  charge  of  licentioufnefj 
upon  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  time  is  no  other  fyOem  that   ever  I  pc- 
rufed,  which  preferves  the  obligations  of  the  law  of  God  in  its  ftrength  : 
the  molt  part  of  them,   when  thoroughly  examined,  juft    amount  to 
this,  that  men  are  bound,  and  that  ic  is  RIGHT  and  MEET  and 
FIT  that  they  fhould  be  as  rood  and  as  holy  a:,  they  themlclves  incline* 
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by  pardon  purchafed  and  bellowed,  has  this  eflfeft :  and 
here  it  is,  ta  be  furc,  that  men  by  their  partial  views,  are 
apt  to  fuppofe  the  objection  lies. 

But  let  us  only  refktt,  that  the  obligation  to  doty  and 
obedience  to  the  Creator,  hath  been  feen  by  a  believer  in 
theftrongeft  light,  and  muft  continue  to  be  fenfible.  Will  he 
then  be  induced  to  a£t  in  the  face  of  a  perceived  obliga- 
tion, by  an  inftance  of  unfpeakable  mercy  ?  Is  this  rea- 
fonable  to  fuppofe  ?  or  rather,  is  it  not  felf  contradictory 
and  abfurd  ?  It  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  this  mercy 
difpofes  to  obedience,  as  a  peculiar  and  additional  motive, 
as  I  (hall  afterwards  fhew  more  fully  in  its  proper  place. 
In  the  mean  time,  it  is  felf-evident,  that  it  can  be  no  bin- 
derance.  What  leads  us  into  error  in  this  matter,  is  what 
happens  fometimes  in  human  affairs.  In  a  human  go- 
vernment, mercy  or  a  promife  of  impunity  for  paft  crimes, 
may  enable,  though  even  in  that  cafe,  not  incline  a  rebel* 
lious  traitor  to  renew  his  wickednefs.  But  this  is  a  moil 
unjuft  and  partial  view  of  the  cafe,  in  which  the  very  cir- 
cumftance  is  wanting  upon  which  the  chief  flrefs  ought  to 
be  laid.  Human  laws  reach  only  outward  a&ions,  be- 
caufe  human  knowledge  is  fo  imperfeft  that  it  cannot  dif- 
cover  the  difpofition  of  the  heart :  and  as  all  profeflions 
are  not  fincere,  fo  kindnefs  is  often  bcftowed  on  improper 
objefts.  This  kindnefs,  however,  though  it  may  difco- 
ver  the  impropriety,  cannot  caufe  it. 

But  make  the  fimilitude  complete,  and  fee  how  it  will 
lead  us  to  determine.  Suppofe  one  who  hath  been  in 
rebellion,  deeply  and  inwardly  convinced  of  th6  evil  of 
rebellion,  and  his  obligation  to  fubmiflion  ;  fuppofe  this 
convi&ion  fo  ftrong,  that  he  confefleth  the  juftnefs  of  the 
fentence  condemning  him  to  die,  which  is  very  confident 
with  a  defire  of  life :  will  a  pardon  offered  or  intimated 
to  fuch  a  perfon  make  him  difloyal  ?  Is  this  its  natural, 
nay,  is  it  its  poflible  cffett  ?  If  it  could  be  fuppofed  to 
have  any  fuch  confequence  at  all,  it  could  only  be  in  this 
dillant  way,  that  pardon  feems  to  leflen  the  fenfe  of  a 
judge's  difpleafure  at  the  crime.  But  even  this  can  have 
no  place  here,  becaufe  fufficient  care  is  taken  to  prevent 
any  fuch  abufe  of  it,  by  the  fubftitution  and  vicarious  fui- 
ferings  of  a  Mediator. 
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I  cannot  help  obferving  here,  that  the  fimiHtude  above 
tried  will  lead  us  to  the  difcoveiy  of  one  great  caufe  of  the 
obje&ion  againft  which  I  am  reafoning.  It  arifes  from 
that  corruption  of  heart,  and  inward  oppofition  to  the  law 
of  God  in  its  extent  and  purity,  which  is  in  all  men  by 
nature,  and  continues  in  all  who  are  not  renewed  in  the 
fpirit  of  their  minds.  As  they  have  a  ftrong  tendency 
sod  inclination  to  tranfgrefs  the  law  where  they  dare, 
they  are  ready  to  think,  that  the  hopes  of  impunity  muft 
encourage  every  one  to  a  bold  violation  of  it.  And  no 
doubt  this  would  be  true,  if  there  could  be  any  real  efteem 
or  cordial  acceptance  of  the  gofpel,  without  a  previous  con- 
viftioa  of  the  obligation  of  the  law,  and  the  guilt  and  de- 
merit of  every  tranfgreflbr.*  But  fuppofing,  what  is  in 
truth  the  cafe  with  every  believer,  that  there  is  a  real  and 
fin>ng  convi&ion  of  the  obligation  of  the  law  of  God  upon 
every  rational  creature,  which  cannot  be  taken  away ;  to 
imagine  that  the  mercy  of  God  in  pardoning  finners  for 
drift's  lake  will  leflen  or  weaken  the  fenfe  of  this  obliga- 
tion, is  a  moil  manifeft  contradiction.  On  the  contrary, 
fin  muft  needs  have  received  a  mortal  blow,  the  love  of  it 
muft  neceflarily  have  been  deftroyed,  before  pardon  in 
this  way  could  be  fought  or  obtained :  fo  that  the  apoftle 
might  well  fay,  "  How  fhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin,  live 
u  any  longer  therein  ?" 

In  the  fecond  place,  he  who  believes  in  Chrift,  and  ex- 
pefts  judication  through  his  imputed  righteoufnefs,  muft 
have  the  deeped  and  ftrongeft  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  it- 
felf.  This  is  in  a  good  meafure  included  in,  or  an  im- 
mediate confequence  of,  what  has  been  already  mention, 
ed.     For  the  obligation  of  the  law,  as  hinted  above,  is  but 

*  But  this  is  iuipofllblc  ;  for  though  there  may  be  fome  fort  of  fear 
of  punifhment,  occafioned  by  difplays  of  divine  power,  where  there  is 
no  true  humiliation  of  mind,  or  genuine  conviction  of  fin  ;  this  is  but 
like  the  impatient  flruggles  of  a  chained  Have,  inftead  of  the  willing 
fubje&ion  of  a  penitent  child.  There  is  ftill  in  all  fuch  an  inward 
murmuring  againft  the  fentence,  as  that  of  an  unjufl  and  rigorous  ty- 
rant, and  not  of  a  righteous  judge*  Therefore,  though  fuch  (hould 
pretend  to  rely  on  the  merits  of  Chrift  for  pardon  and  deliverance,  ii 
w  plainly  not  from  their  hearts,  and  therefore  neither  to  the  faving  of 
their  fouls,  nor  to  the  reformation  of  their  lives. 
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very  imperfect,  if  we  confider  it  only  as  founded  on  the 
power  of  God,  and  the  dependance  of  the  creature,  and 
not  alfo  on  the  holinefs,  jultice,  and  goodnefs  of  the  law 
itfelf.  In  the  firft  fenfe,  perhaps,  it  may  be  felt  by  the 
wicked  in  this  world,  at  leaft,  we  are  fure,  it  is  felt  by 
devils  and  damned  fpirits  in  a  feparate  ftate.  They 
know  that  they  mud  fuffer,  becaufe  they  will  not  obey. 
But  where  there  is  a  complete  fenfe  of  obligation,  it  im- 
plies a  belief  of  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law,  as  well  as  the 
power  of  the  law-giver ;  of  the  equity,  nay,  the  excellence 
of  the  command,  as  well  as  the  feverity  of  the  fan&ion. 
All  fuch  not  only  believe  that  God  will  punifh  for  fin,  but 
that  it  is  moft  juft  that  he  fhould  do  fo,  and  that  fin  has 
richly  deferved  it. 

It  may  therefore  feem  unneceflary  to  add  any  thing  on 
this  fubjeft  more  than  has  been  already  faid :  but  I  have 
mentioned  it  by  itfelf,  becaufe,  befidesthat  fenfe  of  the  ob- 
ligation and  purity  of  the  law  of  God  which  muft  pave 
the  way  to  a  finner's  acceptance  of  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift,  there  is  a  difcovery  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  its  abo- 
minable nature,  in  every  part  of  this  "  myftery  of  godli- 
4i  nefs,  God  manifefted  in  the  flelh,"  and  the  truths  found- 
ed upon  it ;  fo  that  the  more  thefe  are  believed,  and  the 
more  they  are  attended  to  and  recolledted,  the  more  muft 
the  believer  be  determined  to  hate  and  abhor  every  wick- 
ed and  falfe  way ;  every  new  view  which  he  takes  of  the 
gofpel  of  his  falvation,  every  aft  of  truft  and  confidence  ex- 
erted upon  it,  muft  increafe  his  horror  of  fin,  and  excite 
him  to  fly  from  it. 

Let  us  confider  a  little  what  views  are  prefented  us  of 
the  evil  of  fin  in  the  do&rine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  cru- 
cified. Here  we  fee  that  a  holy  and  juft  God  would  not 
forgive  fin  without  an  atonement.  What  a  demonftra- 
tion  is  this  of  its  malignity,  if  carefully  attended  to,  and 
kept  conftantfy  in  our  eye,  as  a  part  of  our  very  idea  ot 
the  Divine  Nature  !  The  difficulty  in  this  cafe,  is  our  par- 
tiality in  our  own  caufe  ;  we  are  unwilling  to  think  fin  fo 
very  blame-worthy,  becaufe  this  is  condemning  ourfelves ; 
but  let  us  confider  what  views  an  all-wife  and  impartial 
God  hath  of  it,  and  form  ours  upon  his.     And  that  we 
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may  not  fo  much  as  once  blafphemoufly  imagine,  that  he 
alfo  is  partial  on  his  own  fide,  let  us  remember  that  he  is 
Ac  God  of  love,  who,  by  this  very  falvation,  hath  magni- 
fied his  love  in  a  manner  that  pafleth  knowledge.  He 
fcews  his  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  the  crime,  even  whilft  he  is 
contriving,  nay,  in  the  vtry  contrivance  of  a  proper  way 
for  the  criminal's  efcape.  He  is  not,  fo  to  fpeak,  fetting 
forth  the  malignity  of  the  offence,  in  order  to  juliify  the 
fcverity  of  his  own  vengeance,  but  he  is  exerting  his  ami- 
able attribute  of  mercy,  and  yet  here  muft  the  evil  of  fin 
appear. 

Confider,  in  a  particular  manner,  upon  this  fubjeft,  the 
dignity  and  glory  of  the  perfon  who  made  this  atonement. 
The  value  of  the  purchale  may  be  fttn  in  the  greatnefs 
of  the  price  ;  the  evil  of  fin  in  the  worth  of  the  propitia- 
tion.    u  For  we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  things, 
w  fuch  us  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
ttChri(\  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemilh  and  without 
4i  fpot."*     It  was  no  lefs  a  perfon  than  the  eternal  and 
only  begotton  Son  of  God,  who  was  before  all  worlds,  the 
brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  imac;e  of 
his  perfon,  who  fuffered  in  ourflead.     Whoever  confiders 
the  frequent  mention  in  the  facred  oracles  of  the  glory 
and  dignity  of  the  perfon  of  Ghrift,  muft  be  fatisfied  that 
it  is  not  without  defign  ;  and  none  can  truly  relifh  or  im- 
prove thefe  truths,  but  fuch  as  thence  learn  the  evil  of  fin, 
the  immenfenefs  of  that  debt  which  required  one  of  fo 
great,  nay,  of  infinite  and  inexhauftible  riches,  to  be  able 
to  pay   it.     A  creature  indeed  behoved  to  fuffcr ;  and 
therefore  he  became  the  fon  of  man,  but  intimately  united 
to  the  Creator,  God  blefled  for  ever.     It  was  one  of  the 
firft  and  earlieft  confefiions  of  faith,  That  Jefus  Chrilt 
was  the  Son  of  God;  and  this  belief  mull  have  the  llronp- 
eft  influence  in  fhewing  us  the  evil  of  fin,  which  none  clib 
was  able  to  expiate. 

In  many  paifages  of  Scripture,  God's  fending  his  own 
Son  into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  is  reprefented  as  the 
ftrongeft  proof  poflible  of  his  compaflion  and  love.     The 

-  1  Pet.  i.  i.'-. 
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nearnefs  of  the  relation  teaches  us,  as  it  were,  to  fup] 
ibme  relu&ance  in  bellowing  him ;.  in  allufion  to  wl 
there  is  a  beautiful  expreffion  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  " 
u  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up 
u  us  all,  how  {hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  ui 
"  things  ?"*  The  very  fame  thing  (hews,  with  e< 
clearnefs,  his  abhorrence  of  fin.  However  ftrongly 
pofed  to  fave  tinners,  he  would  have  fin  to  be  expia 
though  his  own  Son  fhould  be  the  vi&im  :  if  any  tl 
could  have  made  him  difpenfe  with  it,  this  fhould  fii 
have  had  the  effedt :  and  therefore  the  condemning  o 
ieems  to  have  been  as  much  in  view  as  the  falvation  oi 
{inner. 

Every  light  in  which  we  can  view  this  fubje£t,  coi 
butes  to  fet  before  us  the  evil  of  fin.  I  {hall  only  men 
further,  the  greatnefs  and  feverity  of  the  fufferings  of 
Redeemer,  as  they  are  reprefented  both  prophetically 
{hew  how  much  was  exa&ed,  and  hiftorically,  to  i 
what  was  paid.  As  the  whole  of  his  life  was  to  be  a 
of  humiliation  and  forrow,  it  is  faid,  "  As  many  wer 
"  toniihed  at  thee,  his  vifage  was  fo  marred  more 
44  any  man,  and  his  form  than  the  fons  of  men."  Ag 
44  He  is  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  fori 
44  and  acquainted  with  grief;  and  we  hid,  as  it  were, 
44  faces  from  him ;  he  was  defpifed,  and  we  efteemed 
not."  Once  more, 44  He  was  wounded  for  our  ti 
greflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  < 
44  tifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  fti 
41  we  are  healed."f  In  the  hiftory  of  his  life  in  thcr  J 
Teftament,  we  fee  all  this  verified,  in  the  meannefs  c 
birth,  and  the  continued  infults  and  reproaches  thx 
upon  him  during  the  courfe  of  his  life.  There  is  on 
markable  paffage,  John  viii.  57.  44  Thou  art  not  yet 
44  years  old,  and  haft  thou  feen  Abraham  ?"  The  iu 
ing  of  this  is  hardly  obvious,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  that  hi 
tural  beauty  and  bloom  was  fo  wafted  and  decayed  by 
row,  that  he  feemed  to  ftrangers  near  twenty  years  1 
than  he  really  was. 

*  Rom.  viii.  32.         t  1*0%  l»i»  14*     liii»  3>  5. 
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Id  die  clofc  of  the  gofpel,  we  have  an  account  of  the 
fcene  of  his  fufferings  in  the  garden  and  on  the  crol's. 
11  He  was  lore  amazed,  and  very  heavy. — His  foul  was 
"exceeding  forrowful,  even  unto  death. — His  fweat  was 
uas  it  were  great  drops  of  blood,  falling  down  to  the 
u  ground."  He  was  at  lad  ft  retched  on  an  accurfed  tree, 
where  the  pain  of  a  tortured  body  was  but  fmall  to  the 
inguifli  of  an  overwhelmed  fpirit,  which  conftrained  him 
to  utter  this  heavy  complaint,  u  My  God,  my  God,  why 
"  haft  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  Let  the  Chriftian  (land  at  the 
foot  of  the  crofs,  and  there  fee  the  evil  of  fin,  which  re- 
quired  fo  coftly  an  expiation.  Let  him  there  fee  the  ho- 
Knefs  and  juftice  of  God  in  its  puniihment.  Let  him 
hear  the  mod  High,  faying,  "  Awake,  O  fword,  againlt 
44  the  man  who  is  my  fellow."  And  let  him  thence 
learn,  how  much  fin  is  the  objeft  of  divine  deteftation. 

Hath  a  believer  then  a  firm  perfuafvon  of  all  thefe 
truths  ?  Are  they  the  frequent  theme  of  his  meditations  ? 
And  muftthey  not  neceffarily  fill  him  with  an  abhorrence 
of  fin,  inflame  him  with  a  hatred  of  it,  and  excite  in  him 
ifelf-lothing  on  its  account  ?  Thus  it  is  faid  in  the  pro- 
phetic writings,  "  They  lhall  look  on  me  whom  they  have 
u  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth 
M  for  his  only  fon,  and  fhall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as 
u  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft-born."*  And  mull 
not  a  repetition  of  the  fame  views  ftill  ftrengthen  the  im- 
prcffion,  fo  that,  as  the  apoflle  Paul  tells  us  of  himfelf, 
u  The  world  will  be  crucified  unto  him,  and  he  unto  the 
«  world."f 

I  am  fenfible  that  thefe  things  will  have  no  fuch  effect 
upon  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel,  who  difbelieve  them,  or 
upon  thofe  Chriftians,  if  they  deferve  the  name,  who  dif- 
guife,  explain  away,  or  give  up  the  fatisfattion  of  Chriil ; 
or  even  thofe  who  have  a  (trong  tintture  of  a  legal  fpirit, 
and  are  for  contributing  fomewhat  toward  their  acceptance 
with  God,  by  their  own  merit  and  defective  obedience. 
Such  cannot  relifh  thefe  fentiments  ;  and  therefore  it  may 
feem  improper,  in  reafoning  againft  enemies,  to  bring 

*  Zecb.  xii.  10*  t  Gal.  vi.  14. 
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them  at  all  in  view.  But  let  it  be  rem6tnbered,  that 
however  little  many  believe  fuch  things,  they  may  yet 
perceive,  if  they  will  attend  to  it,  their  natural  operation 
upon  thofe  who  do  believe  them.  And  let  any  modern 
adept  in  the  fcience  of  morals  fhew  in  his  account  of  the 
foundation  of  morality,  and  the  nature  of  obligation,  any 
thing  that  hath  a  force  or  influence  equal  to  this :  or,  will 
the  nominal  felf-righteous  Chrittian,  who  thinks  Chrift  on- 
ly made  up  fome  little  wants  which  he  finds  in  himfelf,  or 
that  his  death  had  only  fome  general  expediency  in  it, 
ever  be  equally  tender  in  his  practice,  with  him  who  fees 
fo  much  of  the  purity  of  the  law  of  God,  and  his  detefta* 
tion  of  fin,  as  to  eiteem  all  his  own  righteoufneffes  but  as 
filthy  rags,  and  bottoms  his  hope  of  acceptance  wholly 
upon  the  perfect  righteoufnefs  of  his  Redeemer  ? 

In  the  third  place,  he  who  expedts  juftification  only 
through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  has  the  moft 
awful  views  of  the  danger  of  fin.  He  not  only  fees  the 
obligation  and  purity  of  the  law,  but  the  feverity  of  its 
fanftion.  It  is  a  fear  of  wrath  from  the  avenger  of  blood, 
that  perfuades  him  to  fly  to  the  city  of  refuge.  And  if 
we  compare  the  fentiments  of  others  with  his,  either  the 
generality  of  a  carelefs  and  blinded  world,  or  thofe  who 
aft  upon  contrary  principles  and  a  different  fyftem  from 
that  which  we  are  now  defending,  we  fliall  find,  that  not 
one  of  them  hath  fuch  apprehenfions  of  the  wrath  and  ven- 
geance of  God  due  on  the  account  of  fin,  as  the  convinced 
finner,  who  flies  to  the  propitiation  of  Chrift  for  deliver- 
ance and  refcue. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  many  readers  will  be  ready  to 
challenge  this  argument  as  preffed  into  the  fervice,  and 
wholly  improper  upon  myfeheme:  they  will  fuppofe, 
that  every  believer,  in  confequence  of  his  faith  in  Chrift, 
is  fcreened  from  the  penalty  of  the  law  and  iheltered  from 
the  ftroke  of  divine  juftice ;  he  is  therefore  no  more  un- 
der  this  fear;  and  its  being  no  more  a  motive  of  aftion, 
in  the  future  part  of  his  conduft,  is  the  very  ground  of 
the  objedtion  I  am  attempting  to  remove.  This  is  no 
doubt  plaufible ;  but  let  it  be  remembered,  in  what  way 
it  is  that  believers  are  freed  from  their  apprehenfions  of 
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die  truth  of  <3oJ ;  it  is  by  their  acceptance  of  his  mercy 
tiUfUgh  faith  in  ChrilL  Before  the  application  of  this 
ranedy,  they  &w  themfelves  the  children  of  wrath  and 
irirsofhell ;  and  they  Hill  believe  that  every  fin  deferves 
the  wrath  of  God,  both  in  this  life  and  that  vva'ch  is  to 
come.  Will  they  therefore  re-ii)cir  die  danger  from  which 
they  have  fo  lately  efcaped,  and  of  which  they  had  Jo  ter- 
rible a  view?  will  they  do  fo  voluntarily,  even  although 
they  know  the  remedy  to  be  Hill  at  hu:id,  flill  ready  lo  be 
applied,  and  certainly  effedtual  ?  Suppole  any  pcribn  had 
been  upon  the  very  point  of  perifhiug  in  a  violent  and  ra- 
pid iiream,  and  laved  when  his  fcength  was  well  nigh  ex- 
haofted,  by  the  happy  intervention  of  a  tender-hearted 
pafienger ;  would  he  voluntarily  plunge  himiclf  again  iuuj 
the  flood,  even  although  he  knew  his  deliverer  were  iia'.:i- 
iug  by,  ready  fpr  his  relief?  The  fuppofition  is  quite  un- 
natural ;  and  it  is  equally  {o  to  imagine,  that  one  faved 
from  divine  wrath  will  immediately  repeat  the  provoca- 
tion, even  whilfl  he  trembles  at  the  thoughts  of  the  mifery 
of  that  Hate  from  which  he  had  been  fo  lately  delivered. 

Let  us  only  confider  the  llrong  fenle  which  a  believer 
ufually  fliews  of  the  danger  of  others  in  an  unconverted 
ftate,  from  a  perfuafion  of  their  being  under  the  wrath  of 
GotL  He  warns  them,  intreats  them,  pities  them,  and 
prays  for  them-  He  would  not  exchange  with  any  one 
of  them,  a  piifon  for  a  palace,  or  a  fcaffold  for  a  throne. 
Hour  then  fhould  he  be  fuppofed  to  follow  them  in  their 
pra&ice,  and  thereby  to  return  to  their  flate  ? 

But  perhaps,  here  again  it  will  be  urged,  that  this  is 
improper  ;  becaufe,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  af- 
lertors  of  imputed  righteoufnefs,  a  believer  being  once  in 
ajuftified  ftate,  cannot  fall  from  grace  ;  and  therefore  his 
fins  do  not  deferve  wrath ;  and  he  himfelf  muft  have, 
from  this  perfuafion,  a  llrong  confidence  that,  be  they 
what  they  will,  they  cannot  have  fuch  an  effcft  :  and  ac- 
cordingly, fome  have  exprefsly  affirmed,  that  the  future 
fins  of  the  ele&  are  forgiven,  as  well  as  their  paft,  at  their 
converfion ;  nay,  fome,  that  they  are  jufiified  from  all 
eternity,  that  God  doth  not  fee  fin  in  a  believer,  that  his 
afflictions  are  not  pimifhments,  and  other  things  of  the 
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like  nature.  Now,  though  I  muft  confefs  I  look  upon 
thefe  expreffions,  and  many  more  to  be  found  in  certain 
writers,  whatever  glofles  they  may  put  upon  them,  as  un- 
guarded and  anti-fcriptural ;  yet  not  to  enter  into  the 
controverfy  at  all,  I  fuppofe  it  will  be  acknowledged  by 
all  without  exception,  that  a  believer's  fecurity,  and  the 
impoflibility  of  his  falling  from  grace,  is  a  fecurity  of  not 
finning,  that  is,  of  not  being  under  the  dominion  of  fin, 
as  much  as,  or  rather  in  order  to  hig  fecurity,  of  deliver- 
ance from  the  wrath  of  God.  His  pardon  is  fure ;  but 
this  fecurity  is  only  hypothetical,  becaufe  his  faith  and 
holinefs  are  fecured  by  the  promife  of  God  :  fo  that,  to 
fuppofe  a  perfon  to  fin  without  reftraint,  by  means  of  this 
perfuafion,  that  his  falvation  is  fecured  by  his  firft  accept- 
ance of  Chrift,  is  a  fuppofition  felf-contradiftory.  How- 
ever ftrongiy  any  man  may  aflert  that  a  believer's  falva- 
tion  is  fecure,  he  will  not  fcruple  at  the  fame  time  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  if  fuch  believer  fhould  fin  wilfully  and 
habitually,  and  continue  to  do  fo,  he  would  be  damned ; 
but  he  will  deny,  that  any  iuch  cafe  ever  did,  or  ever  can 
poflibly  happen.* 

The  obje&ion  muft  furely  appear  ftrongeft  upon  the 
principles  of  thofe  who  make  the  nature  of  faith  to  confift 
in  a  belief,  that  Ghrift  died  for  themfelves  in  particular, 
or  of  their  own  perfonal  intereft  in  him,  and  the  pardon 
and  life  which  he  hath  purchafed,  making  afTurance  eflen- 
tial  to  its  daily  exercife.  Yet  even  thefe  will  not  deny, 
that  their  faith  is  not  always  equally  ftrong,  and  that  their 
afTurance  is  fometimes  interrupted  with  doubts  and  fears. 
Now,  what  is  the  caufe  of  thefe  doubts,  and  this  uncer- 
tainty ?  Is  it  not  always  fin  more  dire&ly,  or  by  confe- 
quence  ?  So  that  fin  renders  their  faith  doubtful,  which 

*  Indeed  there  can  be  nothing  more  unfair,  than  to  take  one  part 
of  a  man's  belief,  and  thence  argue  againft  another  part,  upon  which 
the  firft  is  expreisly  founded.  If  I  fliould  fay,  I  am  confident  I  lb  all 
never  be  di owned  in  a  certain  river,  becaufe  I  am  refoked  never  to 
cfofs  it  at  all ;  would  it  not  be  abfurd  to  reafon  thus :  here  is  a  man 
who  hath  a  perfuafion  he  will  never  be  drowned  in  thi3  river ;  there- 
fore he  will  lie  furely  very  head-Rrong  and  fool-hardy  in  fording  it 
when  it  overflows  its  banks,  which  is  contrary  to  the  very  foundation 
of  my  fecurity  i 
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is  the  v£ry  fame  thing  with  putting  them  in  fear  concern- 
iflgtheir  future  (late.  Indeed  it  is  not  more  fure  that  our 
Jieedemer  invites  all  weary  heavy-laden  fmners  to  come 
onto  him  that  they  may  find  reft,  than  it  is  that  the  un- 
righteous {hall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God.  So  that 
every  inftance  of  voluntary  fin,  mud  throw  back  the  be- 
liever (at  lead  as  to  his  own  fentiments)  into  his  former 
fate,  till  be  be  again  redored  by  faith  and  repentance. 

From  this  I  think  it  evidently  appears,  that  the  motive 
of  the  danger  of  fin  is  not  weakened,  but  hath  its  full  force 
upon  thofe  who  expeftj uftification  by  the  imputed  righte- 
oufnefs  of  Chrift.  And,  if  it  is  not  weakened,  it  mud  be 
ftrengthened  by  this  perfuafion,  fince,  as  I  have  fhewn 
above,  hone  have  fo  deep  a  fenfe  of  the  obligation  of  the 
law,  and  the  evil  of  fin,  and  by  confequence  none  can 
have  fo  great  a  fear  of  its  awful  fandtion.  That  this  is 
agreeable  to  Scripture,  might  be  fiiewn  at  great  length, 
where  the  putting  their  right  to  the  favor  of  God  and  eter- 
nal life  more  and  more  beyond  all  doubt  and  quedion,  is 
recommended  to  believers  as  an  objeft  of  their  care  and 
diligence.  Thus  fays  the  apollle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  And 
M  we  defire  that  every  one  of  you  do  fliew  the  fame  dili- 
"gence,  to  the  full  aflurance  of  hope  unto  the  end."* 
And  the  apodle  Peter,  after  a  long  enumeration  of  the 
graces  of  the  Chridian  life,  fays,  "  Wherefore  the  rather, 
"brethren,  give  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and  elec- 
tion fure."f  Nay,  the  fear  of  wrath  and  of  finally  pe- 
rifliing,  is  reprefented  by  the  apodle  Paul  himfelf,  as  one 
view  at  lead,  which  habitually  influenced  his  own  con- 
duft :  4<  But  I  keep  under  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fub- 
"jedtion,  led  that  by  any  means  when  I  had  preached 
"to  others,  I myfelf  ftiould  be  a  cad-away."^ 

In  the  fourth  place,  Thofe  who  ciLpeft  judincation  by 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrid,  have  the  highed  fenfe 
of  the  purity  and  holincfs  of  the  divine  nature  ;  and  there- 
fore mud  l>e  under  an  habitual  conviction  of  the  neceflity 
of  purity,  in  order  to  fit  them  lor  his  pretence  and  enjoy- 
ment.    If  this  doflrine  in  its  main  defign,  or  by  any  of 

•Hcr>.  vi.  11.     f  2  Pet.  i«  10.     \  i  C^r.  ix.  27. 
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its  eflential  parts,  had  a  tendency  to  reprefent  God  (I  tvi 
not  fay  a$  delighting  in  fin,)  but  aft  eafy  to  be  pacified  U 
wards  it,  palling  it  by  with  little  notice,  and  punifhing  i 
but  very  (lightly,  there  might  be  fome  pretence  for  dran 
ingthe  condition  Complained  of  from  it.  for  I  think  i 
may  be  allowed  ad  a  ma*im,  that  as  is  the  God,  fo  are  hi 
worlhippers,  if  they  ferve  llim  in  earneft.  WhateVi 
views  they  have  of  the  obje&  of  their  efteem  and  wodhij 
they  will  endeavor  to  form  themfelves  to  the  fame  charac 
ter.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  this  doftrine  preferves  th 
purity  of  God  entire ;  nay,  if  it  gives  usfiill  more  ftronj 
awful  and  fthkfng  views  of  it ;  it  can  never  encourag 
ibch  aS  believe  it  in  the  pra&iee  Of  fin. 

But  that  this  is  the  cafe  with  all  Alch  aft  believe  and  uf 
derftand  the  do&rine  of  julllficationby  the  imputed  rights 
oufnefs  of  Chrift,  may  be  demonftrated  in  the  cleare: 
manner.  It  might  indeed  be  fhewn,  from  a  great  variet 
of  arguments  founded  upon  the  mediation  Of  Chrift  :  t 
prefent  I  fllall  mention  but  two,  the  propriety  of  whiel 
and  their  relation  to  the  fubjeft  in  hand,  every  one  mu: 
immediately  perceive.  In  the  firft  place,  That  Chrift  b< 
hOVed  to  fllflfer  by  divine  appointment  for  the  expiatio 
of  fin,  is  ftdt  only  e^ual  with,  but  ftronger  than,  all  oth€ 
evidences  Of  the  purity  Of  God  and  his  abhorrence  of  fir 
It  is  an  event  of  the  moft  ftriking  and  aftonifhing  nature 
every  reflection  upon  which  overwhelms  the  mind,  thi 
the  eternal  and  only  begotten  fon  of  God  fhould  affum 
the  likeiifcfs  of  finfulflefh  and  ftand  in  the  room  of  finneti 
even  though  the  merited  punilhment  had  been  inflifte 
upon  the  offenders  themfelves,  it  would  not  have  been  fuc 
a  proof  of  the  purity  of  God,  Here,  even  when  he  is  ir 
clined  to  mercy,  its  exercife  is  obftru&ed  till  jultlce  is  f< 
tisfied.  Can  any  one  confider  this  Without  being  deep! 
convinced*  that  he  is  a  God  u  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behol 
cc  iniquity,"  and  with  whom  unrighteoufnefs  can  have  n 
communion  ?  Will  any,  after  fuch  views,  hope  for  his  ft 
vor,  While  they  retain  the  love  of  fin,  or  e*pc£t  to  dwell  i 
his  prefence,  while  they  continue  ftained  with  its  polluttof 

The  fame  thing  muft  alio  carry  convincing  evident 
with  it,  that  to  luppofe  Chrift  to  have  bought  an  impunit 
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for  turners,  and  procured  them  a  licence  to  offend,  is  felf- 
contradiftory,  and  altogether  inconfilteut  with  the  wifdom 
tod  uniformity  of  the  divine  government :  that  he  never 
could  hate  fin  fo  much  before,  and  love  it  after  the  iufil r- 
ings  of  Chrilt ;  that  he  could  not  find  it  neceffary  to  pu- 
nifh  it  fo  feverely  in  the  furety,  and  yet  afterwards  love 
and  bear  with  it  in  thofe  for  whom  that  furety  faiisfied. 

I  Not  only  may  this  be  clearly  eftablifhed  by  reafon  and 
argument,  but  it  mud  be  immediately  felt  by  every  one 
who  fees  the  neceflity  of  the  atonement  of  their  Redeemer. 
They  will  be  fo  far  from  taking  a  liberty  to  fin,  that  on 
the  contrary,  they  will  be  ready  to  cry  out,  u  Who  can 
tt  ftand  before  this  holy  Lord  God  ?"*  Accordingly  wc 
ihall  find  in  experience,  that  none  are  more  ready  to  call 
in  queftion  the  integrity  of  their  own  chara&er,  none  more 
ready  to  fear  the  effe&s  of  the  fins  that  cleave  to  them,  as 
unfitting  them  for  the  divine  prefence,  than  fuch  as  truft 
fofely  in  the  merits  of  Chrift  for  their  acceptance  with  God. 
The  fecond  thing  I  propofed  to  mention  in  the  doftrine 
ofChrili's  mediation,  which  fhews  the  purity  of  the  di- 
vine nature,  is  our  continued  approach  to  God  by  him  as  an 
interccfibr  and  advocate.  It  contributes  to  keep  conti- 
nually upon  our  minds  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  holinefs  and 
purity,  and  of  our  own  unworthinefs,  that  wc  are  not 
permitted  to  approach  him  but  by  the  interceffion  of  ano- 
ther. Such  a  conduft  in  human  affairs,  properly  fcrves 
tofhew  dignity  and  great nefs  on  die  one  part,  diilance 
and  unworthinefs  on  the  other.  The  fame  condudl  then 
in  God  towards  us,  doth  it  not  convince  us,  that  he  muft 

*  It  is  a  certain  fuel,  that  the  number  of  perfons  under  dfllrcfs  of 
mind  by  perplexing  d  »ubt-,  or  anxious  fears,  concerning  their  future 
ftite,  u  incomparably  ^rtater  mnougfi  the  friends  than  the  enemies  ct* 
this  doctrine.      Bv  thi.-,  I  do  not  at  all   mean  that   citl.t-r  then  doubts 

0 

are  dutiful,  or  tl.eir  fears  defirable.  Such  a  flute  is  to  kv  looked  upon 
as  tUe  fruit  of  their  own  iffcakut&  and  imperfection,  and  as  a  chaftifc- 
«ent  from  t  wile  and  gracious  God,  either  more  immediately  fir  cor- 
rect i*g  their  lias,  or  for  the  trial,  illuftration  and  perfecting  of  their 
grace  and  virtue  ;  but  its  bciug  more  common  among  thofe  why  be- 
lieve in  Cfcrift's  imputed  rightcoufnefs,  than  others,  is  a  plain  proof 
that  this  doctrine  doth  not  naturally  tend  to  infpire  any  with  an  u»jIk-K 
boldneis,  or  a  feoire  and  (lotnful  preiuraption. 
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be  faii&ified  of  all  them  that  draw  near  to  him  ?    And 

• 

whilit  it  makes  imputed  righteoufnefsthe  condition, plainl) 
ihows  the  necetfity  of  inherent  holinefs,  as  a  qualificatioc 
in  our  approaches  to  his  throne.  Suppofe  an  earth!) 
prince  were  to  be  addreffed  by  two  different  perfons,  ora 
who  thought  he  had  a  title  upon  his  own  merit  to  maki 
an  immediate  application,  and  another  who  could  not  ap 
proach  him  without  one  nearly  related  to  him,  and  in  higl 
fyvor  at  court,  to  procure  his  admiflion,  and  to  back  his 
requeft  ;  which  of  thele  would  probably  be  moft  refpe&ful 
to  his  ibvereign,  and  moil  folicitous  to  avoid  giving  of 
fence  by  his  conduft  ?  Surely  the  latter  ;  and  fo  it  ii 
always  with  the  humble,  mortified  believer, who  "count! 
"  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge 
«'  of  Chritt  Jefus."* 

In  the  fifth  place,  Thofe  who  expett  juflification  by 
the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt,  muft  be  induced  tc 
obedience,  in. the  llrongeft  manner,  by  the  liberal  and  in- 
genuous motive  of  gratitude  and  thankfulnefs  to  God. 
That  it  is  the  native  and  genuine  expreflion  of  gratitude 
to  God,  to  live  a  pure  and  holy  life,  1  fuppofe  will  hardly 
be  denied  ;  at  leaft,  this  the  Scriptures  reprefent  as  plea- 
fmg  him,  ferving  him,  doing  his  will,  honoring  him.  It  u 
indeed  extremely  difficult  to  conceive  how  God,  all-mighty, 
and  all-fufficient,  fhould  be  at  all  affedted  with  our  con- 
duft,  either  good  or  bad  ;  it  feems  to  be  improper  to  fay. 
that  he  can  be  pleafed  or  difpleafed  with  our  attions,  01 
that  he  hath  any  interelt  at  flake.  Nothing,  to  be  furc, 
can  be  more  weak  and  impotent,  than  the  injuries  offer- 
ed, or  the  aflaults  made  upon  him  by  created  beings.  As 
his  nature  is  without  variablenefs  or  fhadow  of  turning, 
fo  his  happinefs  is  fuch,  as  can  neither  be  increafed  noi 
impaired.  And  yet,  in  this  way,  he  himfelf  had  taught 
us  to  conceive  of  the  matter,  that  holinefs  is  not  only  an 
imitation  of  his  character,  but  obedience  to  his  will ;  and 
its  contrary  a  tranfgreflion  of  his  law.  Thefe  have  been 
the  fentiments  of  all  nations  without  exception ;  and  af- 
ter the  utmoit  efforts  we  can  make  to  exempt  him  in  oui 

♦  Phil.  iii.  8. 
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■  minds  from  all  human  paflions  or  affe£tions,  of  joy,  anger, 
I  ortffpleafure,  we  cannot  help  confidering  it  ftill  as  proper 
I  fofiy,  fuch  a  courfe  of  life  is  agreeable,  and  fuch  another 
I  is  difpleafing  to  God,  and  will  provoke  his  wrath. 
I     Is  not  gratitude  then  a  principle  of  adtion  that  will  be 
I  powerful  and  operative  ?  Mankind  in  general  bear  wit- 
[  nets  to  this,  as  they  have  agreed  in  all  ages  to  brand  in- 
gratitude with  the  blacked  mark  of  infamy,  and  to  reckon 
it  among  the  mod  atrocious  of  crimes.     And  indeed  we 
!  find  by  experience,  that  it  is  comparatively  Jlronger,  for 
the  moil  part,  than  the  oppofite  motives  of  force  or  fear. 
There  is  a  fort  of  natural  tendency  in  man  to  refift  vio- 
lence and  refufe  fubmiflion  to  authority,  whillt  they  may 
be  won  by  favors,  and  melted  to  thankftilnefs  and  grati- 
tude by  kindnefs  and  love  :  at  leaft,  this  may  be  applied 
perfectly  to  the  prefent  cafe,  where  the  bare  outward  per- 
formance (which  may  indeed  be  the  efTeft  of  fear)  will  not 
be  accepted  without  the  inclination  of  the  will.     A  flavifh 
dread  both  leflens  the  degree  and  debafes  the  nature  of  that 
obedience  we  might  eflay  to  perform.     This  is  an  uni- 
verfal  principle;  and,  in  particular,  while  the  law  ot  God 
fiands  in  its  force  and  rigor,  as  a  covenant  of  works, 
threatening  death  without  hope  of  mercy  againft  every 
tranfgreffion,  it  begets  a  defpondent  floth,  and  at  belt  ferves 
only  to  difcover  our  fin  and  mifery  ;  nay,  as  the  apoftle 
Paul,  ftrongly  and  juftly  reafons,  it  renders  our  corrupt 
affections  more  inflamed  and  violent  by  reftraint ;  *  "  Nay, 
41 1  had   not  known  fin,  but  by  the  law ;  for  I  had  not 
"  known  luft,  except  the  law  had  faid,  Thou  flialt  not 
41  covet,"  &c\ 

But  let  us  now  complete  this  argument,  by  fhewinjj, 
that  a  believer  iti  Chrift  is  under  the  ftrongeft  obligations, 
from  gratitude,  to  do  the  will  of  God.  And  how  many 
confiderations  concur  in  {hewing  this  ?  The  unfpeakable 
greatnefs  of  the  bleffings  he  receives,  no  lefs  than  deli- 
verance from  everlafting  mifery  and  anguifti,  and  a  right 
toeverlafting  glory  and  happinefs. — The  infinite  and  af- 
fecting condefcenfion  of  the  great  and  glorious  Giver, 

*  Rom.  vii.  7. 
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who,  in  mercy  to  thofe  who  could  not  profit  him  at  all, 
but  oil  the  contrary,  had  highly  provoked  him,  laid  help 
for  them  upon  one  who  is  mighty  to  fave. — The  a floni fil- 
ing means  employed  in  this  defign,  viz.  God's  a  not  fparing 
u  even  his  own  Son,  but  delivering  him  up  for  us  all." 
Well  might  the  apolUe  John  fay,  u  *  God  SO  loved  the 
41  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
"  ever  belicveth  in  him,  fhould  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
<c  lading  life." — But,  above  all,  the  fenfe  which  he  him- 
felt"  hath  of  his  mifery  and  wretchednefs.  Nothing  can 
be  more  dreadful  than  the  apprchenfions  which  a  con- 
vinced fuiner  hath  of  his  own  flate  :  what,  and  how  ltrong 
then  mull  his  fenie  of  gratitude  be,  to  him  who  hath 
given  his  Son,  and  to  him  who  has  given  himfelf,  for  the 
purchafe  of  his  pardon  ?  With  what  earneftnefs  will 
he  fcek  after,  and  with  what  cheerfulnefs  will  he  em- 
brace every  opportunity  of  teftifying  his  thankfulnefs  ? 
Will  not  the  name  of  his  Redeemer  be  precious,  even, 
u  as  ointment  poured  forth  ?''  his  laws  delightful  to  him, 
and  his  honor  dear  ? 

It  is  proper  to  obferve  here,  that  the  fingle  view  of  the 
bleffings  of  divine  good nefs,  which  mufthave  the  ftrongtft 
influence  in  leading  us  to  a  grateful  refentment  of  them, 
is  peculiar  to  fuch  as  expeft  juilification  through  the  im- 
puted righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  ;  viz.  their  being  of  free  un- 
merited grace  and  mercy.  For,  though  Uiene  are  claffes 
of  Chriftians  who  j>retend  to  difclaim  the  belief  of  any 
merit  in  man,  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  flicw,  that 
there  are  none  who  do  not,  by  their  profefled  principles, 
or  their  ufual  language,  fuppofe  it,  excepting  thofe  def- 
cribed  in  the  beginning  of  this  difcourfe.  And  fuch  not 
only  believe  his  mercy  to  be  unmerited,  but  that  they  have 
jullly  deferved  his  wrath  and  indignation,  nay,  and  that 
they  continually  do  fo,  even  in  their  beft  ftate ;  their  pureli 
and  ho  lie  ft  adtions  having  fuch  fins  attending  them,  or  liicli 
a  mixture  and  alloy  of  unholinefs  and  impurity  in  them, 
as,  if  they  were  weighed  in  the  exa£t  balance  of  juilice, 
would  be  fufficient  to  procure  their  total  rejection. 

*  John  iiu  j6« 
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la  how  ftrong  a  light  is  this  reprefented  by  the  facred 
writers ;  and  how  powerful  does  its  operation  appear  to 
be  upon  themfelves  ?  They  feem  penetrated  and  pofleft 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  of  God  in  him,  as 
having  finners  for  its  objedt.  Thus  the  apoltle  Paul  rea- 
foas :  "  For  fcarcely  for  a  righteous  man  will  one  die,  yet, 
"  peradventure,  for  a  good  man  fome  would  even  dare  to 
"  die.  But  God  commendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that 
44  while  we  were  yet  finners  Chrift  died  for  us."#  And 
again, "  If  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to 
u  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son."! — What  a  fenfe  of  the 
love  of  Chrift  is  difcovered  by  the  two  following  paffages 
of  the  feme  apoftle!  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your 
14  hearts  by  faith ;  that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in 
"  love,  may  be  able  to  comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is 
M  the  breadth  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to 
H  know  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  pafleth  knowledge."^ 
The  other  is,  "  If  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifr, 
44  let  him  be  anathema,  Maranatha  ;"||  than  which  no- 
thing  could  more  ftrongly  exprefs  his  own  fenfe  of  the 
obligation.  It  deferves  notice  alio,  that  the  infpired  wri- 
ters do  often  reprefent  it  as  one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments 
againft  fin,  that  it  is  a  reproach  and  difhonor  brought  upon 
our  Redeemer  and  Lord,  u  For  many  walk,  of  whom  I 
44  have  told  you  often,  and  now  tell  you  even  weeping, 
44  that  they  are  enemies  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  *[  Seefng 
44  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the  Son  of  God  afrefh,  and 
14  put  him  to  an  open  fliame."** 

I  muft  again  here,  as  on  a  former  branch  of  the  fub- 
jeft,  obferve,  That,  no  doubt,  fuch  arguments  as  thefe,  will 
have  little  or  no  effedt  upon  thofe  who  have  but  an  im- 
perfedt  belief  of  them,  which  it  is  to  be  feared,  is  the  cafe 
with  not  a  few  who  go  under  the  name  of  Chriftian.  But 
is  it  not  very  evident,  that  they  muft  have  the  lirongeft 
imaginable  influence  upon  all  fuch  as  are  aftuated  by  a 
lively  faith  in  the  doftrine  of  redemption  ?  They  muft  fee 
themfelves  indebted  to  the  undeferved  mercy  and  love  of 

•  Rom.  v.  7,  8.  t  Rom.  v.  10.  \  Eph.  iii.  17.  iS,  ig. 

||  1  Cor.  xvi.  22.      ^[  Phil.  iii.  18.      ••  Hcb.  vi.  6. 
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God  for  favors  of  infinite  value,  and  therefore  mud  cer- 
tainly endeavor  to  exprefs  their  gratitude  by  an  entire  cocu 
Iteration  of  their  lives  to  their  benefa&orV  fervice. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve  in  the  6th  and  laft  place, 
That  thofe  who  expeft  juftification  by  the  imputed  rights 
oufaefs  of  Chriit,  mud  be  poflefied  of  a  fuprcme  or  fuper* 
lative  love  to  God,  which  is  not  only  the  fource  and  princi- 
ple, but  the  very  fum  and  fubftance,  nay,  the  perfe&ion  of 
holinefs.  That  thofe  who  believe  in,  and  hope  to  be  ac- 
cepted* and  finally  faved,  through  the  imputed  righteouf- 
nefs  of  Chriit,  mud  be  poflefTed  of  a  fuprenie  love  to  God, 
appears  from  what  hath  been  already  faid  upon  the  Tub- 
je£t  of  gratitude.  Lovt  is  the  moft  powerful  means  d 
begetting  love.  "  Thus  fays  the  apoftle  John, "  We  have 
"  known  and  believed  the  love  that  God  hath  unto  us ; 
«•  God  is  love."*  And  a  little  after, "  We  love  him  be. 
u  caufe  he  firil  loved  us."t  The  infinite  and  unfpeakabk 
mercies  which  he  hath  beftowed  on  us,  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  attending  them,  the  means  and  manner  of  theii 
conveyance,  which  have  been  hinted  at  above,  muft  a& 
ccffarily  excite  the  moft  ardent  love  in  return,  and  every 
proper  expreffion  of  it.  This  is  their  immediate  and  n» 
tural,  nay,  this  is  their  neceflary  and  unavoidable  effirft 
"  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thui 
"  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead ;  anc 
"  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  fliould  no 
"  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  which  diet 
"  for  them,  and  rofe  again/* J 

If  any  fliall  think  proper  to  aflert,  That  favors  beftowec 
are  not  to  be  confidered  as  the  true  and  formal  caufes  o 
love,  but  the  excellence  and  amiable  qualities  of  the  ob 
jeft.  Thus,  for  example,  fuppofing  any  perfon  of  a  cha 
rafter  juftly  hateful  in  itfel£  from  caprice,  felf-inteneft  a 
any  other  fmifter  motive,  to  beftow  many  fignal  favor 
upon  another,  the  beneficiary  might  receive  and  deligb 
in  tlie  favors,  without  efieeraing,  nay,  even  when  he  conic 
not  eileem  the  giver.  If  this  is  confidered  as  an  objec 
tion  againft  what  I  have  juft  now  faid,  and  the  conclu 

*  i  John  hr.  16.         f  '  Jcbn  iv,  19.        f  %  Cor.  r.  14.  » 
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fivcnds  of  the  argument  to  be  founded  upon  it ;  I  offer 
die  two  following  anfwers  to  it.  ift,  That  in  the  ac- 
count given  in  Scripture  of  the  redemption  of  the  world 
by  the  fubftitution  of  a  Saviour,  and  the  juftifi  cation  of 
finners  by  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  there  is  the 
brighteft  difplay  of  all  the  divine  perfe&ions.  The  al- 
mighty power,  the  unfearchable  wifdom,  the  boundlefs 
goodnefs,  the  inflexible  juftice,  and  inviolable  truth  of 
God,  ihine  in  this  great  defign,  with  united  fplendor. 
Every  attribute,  that  can  in  reafon  claim  our  veneration 
and  efteem,  as  well  as  our  thankfulnefs  and  gratitude,  is 
here  to  be  feen.  Even  the  perfections  of  juftice  and 
mercy  (which  I  will  not  call  jarring  attributes,  as  fome 
too  harfhly  do,  but)  which  feem  to  reftrain  and  limit  each 
other  in  their  exercife,  are  jointly  illuftrated,  and  fliine 
more  brightly  by  their  union,  than  they  could  have  done 
feparately ;  and,  at  the  fame  time;  the  purity  and  holi- 
nefs  of  the  Divine  Nature,  which  is  the  fum  of  them  all, 
is  deeply  imprefled  upon  the  mind.  So  that  here  is  eve- 
ry thing  that  can  produce  love  ;  worth  and  excellence  to 
merit  it,  love  and  kindnefs  to  excite  and  raife  it.  From 
this  it  evidently  appears,  that  he  who  believes  in  the  im- 
puted righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  mull  have  a  fuperlative  love 
tfGod. 

But  idly,  Left  it  ftiould  be  faid,  that  many  have  not 
this  view  of  the  do&rine  in  queftion,  as  honorable  to  God, 
and  reprefenting  him  in  an  amiable  light,  but  the  contra- 
ry ;  I  obferve,  that  there  muft  have  been  a  difcovery  of 
the  glory  of  God,  as  Alining  in  this  plan  of  falvation,  to 
all  who  cordially  embrace  it.     Nothing  elfe  could  induce 
them  to  do  fo.     If  its  enemies  do  not  fee  this,  and  there- 
fore fet  themfelves  againft  it ;  this  confirms  the  different 
and  honorable  fentiments  entertained  by  its  friends ;  fo 
that  even  fuppofing  (what  we  will  never  grant)  that  this 
view  of  the  amiablenefs  of  the  Divine  Nature,  as  repre- 
fented  in  the  gofpel,  were  not  well  founded  ;  yet,  doubt- 
lefs  it  is  the  view  of  thofe  "  who  count  all  things  but  lofs 
"for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,"*  and 
glory  in  nothing  but  his  crofs. 

*  Phil.  iii.  p. 
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The  truth  is,  notwithftanding  any  cavilling  objeAiooi 
that  may  be  raifed  again  ft  it,  many  favors  received  by  one 
to  whom  they  are  abfolutely  neceflary,  and  by  whom  they 
are  infinitely  prized,  mud  naturally  and  neceflarily  pro 
duce  love.  This  will  be  reckoned  a  firft  principle,  bj 
every  unprejudiced  mind  ;  and  it  is  always  fuppofed  11 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  where  the  faints  are  reprefented  m 
under  the  habitual  and  powerful  im predion  of  love  to  God 
for  his  love  to  them  manifefted  in  their  redemption 
Thus  fays  the  apoftle  Paul,  "  For  I  am  perfuaded  that  nei 
ther  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  noi 
powers,  nor  things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  no 
heighth,  nor  depth,  nor  any  creature,  fhall  be  able  ti 
fe  par  ate  us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrif 
Jefus  our  Lord," 
Now,  is  there  any  thing  more  neceflary  to  fhow,  thai 
thofe  who  believe  and  truft  in  the  imputed  righteoufnefi 
of  Chrift  mull  be  holy  in  their  lives,  than  their  being  un 
der  the  influence  of  a  fupreme  love  to  God  ?  Is  not  this 
the  firft  and  great  commandment  of  the  law,  "  Thou  fhal 
"  love  the  Lord  thy  God,  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  al 
"  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ?"*  Is  not  this  a  never 
failing  fource  of  univerfal  obedience  ?  as  they  love  God 
will  they  not  love  their  brethren  alfo :  the  very  worft  o 
men,  becaufe  they  are  the  creatures  of  God  ?  and  th< 
righteous  more  efpecially,  becaufe  they  are  his  faints,  his 
chofen  ones  ?  Can  they  love  God  fupremely,  and  yet  vo 
luntarily  difpleafe  him,  breaking  his  commandments,  01 
refilling  his  defigns  ?  We  know  that  love  hath  a  quite  dif 
ferent  effeft,  in  every  other  and  inferior  inftance,  endear 
ing  to  us  every  thing  related  to  the  perfon  who  poffeffej 
our  eftcem  and  affeftion ;  how  then  can  it  be  fuppofed  ft 
prepofterous  in  this  fmgle  cafe,  when  it  is  fixed  on  the 
greatell  and  the  bed  of  objefts  ? 

It  is  a  received  maxim,  That  there  can  be;  no  true  love 
where  there  is  not  fome  likenefs  and  conformity  of  nature 
and  difpofition  to  the  objedt  beloved,  and  an  endeavoi 
After  more.    And  this  is  a  maxim  that  will  in  no  cafe 

•  Mattbt  *xii«  37. 


An  Essay  an  Justification.  73 

hoHmore  infallibly,  than  in  moral  fubjeds.  It  is  impof- 
fihkdsat  we  can  love  purity,  if  ourfelves  are  impure ;  nay, 
it  is  even  impoffible  that  we  can  underftand  it.  Though 
in  unholy  perfon  may  have  a  very  penetrating  genius  and 
opacity,  may  think  acutely,  and  perhaps  reaibn  juftly 
Dpoa  many,  or  mod  of  the  natural  attributes  of  God,  he 
on  neither  perceive  nor  admire  his  moral  excellence. 
Mead  of  perceiving  the  glory  of  God  as  infinitely  holy, 
be  hates,  and  fets  himfelf  to  oppofe  this  part  of  his  cha- 
nftcr,  or  to  fubllitute  fomething  quite  different  in  its 
room.*  Or,  if  we  can  fuppofe  him  «*ble,  or  from  any 
particular  reafon  inclined,  to  tell  the  truth,  as  to  what  God 
is,  he  can  never  difcern  or  feel  his  glory  or  beauty  in  be- 
ing fuch.  For  why,  he  himfelf  is  unholy  :  that  is  to  fay, 
in  other  words  he  fupremely  loves,  and  hath  his  af- 
fc&ions  habitually  fixed,  upon  fomething  that  is  not  God, 
fomething  that  is  contrary  to  God's  nature,  and  a  breach 
of  his  law. 

Let  us  continue  to  refleft  a  few  moments  upon  this 
fubjeft,  which  is  of  great  importance,  varying  a  little  the 
light  in  which  it  is  viewed.  Let  us  confider  what  is  meant 
by  a  fupreme  and  fuperlative  love  to  God.  Thefe  words 
rouft  have  a  meaning.  It  is  not  a  fupreme  love  of  a  cer- 
tain nature,  or  perfon,  called  God,  whom  no  man  hath 
fcen,  and  of  whom  we  know  no  more  but  the  name.  In 
this  cafe  the  old  maxim  would  hold,  u  Ignoti  nulla 
*  cupido ;"  there  can  be  no  affection,  of  either  love  or 
hatred,  towards  an  objedl  wholly  unknown.  A  fupreme 
love  of  God  therefore,  were  it  really  hath  place  in  any 

*  This  :s  the  tree  reafon  why  many  fo  warmly  oppofe   God's   vin- 
dictive jullice,   and   that  in    the  face  of  many  awful  examples  of  it, 
ever  in  the  preient  partial  and   imperfect  difpenfation.     'I  hat  there 
are  many  marks  of  God's  difpleafuie  againft  fin,  even  in  that  part  of 
his  government  which  is  at   prefent  fubjcclcd  to  our   view,  and   aliVi 
diuinct  warnings  of  a  ftricler  reckoning  to  come,  Ifhonld  think,  might 
be,  to  an  impartial  perfon,  part  all  doubt ;  and  yet,  this  is  derided  and 
denied  by  many,  merely  becaufe  they  can  never  think  that  a  perfec- 
tion in  the  Divine  Nature,  for  which  they  have  no  love  or  eflcem  in 
their  own  hearts.     All  who  love   God,  then   muft  be  like  him ;  and 
even  thofe  who  will  not  be  what  he  really  is,  are  always  ftrongly  in- 
clined, atleait,  to  fuppofe  him  what  they  thcmfelves  are. 
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heart,  muft  mean  the  love  of  a  character  in  fome  meafure 
underftood,  though  not  fully  comprehended.  In  ihort, 
according  to  the  Scriptures,  it  is  a  fupreme  love  of  the 
fource  and  pattern  of  moral  excellence,  of  a  being  of  in- 
finite holinefs  and  purity,  with  whom  "  evil  cannot  dwelU" 
Is  not  this,  in  truth  and  reality,  the  love  of  holinefs  it&tf^ 
the  fupreme  love  of  it  ?  Can  we  love  holinefs  then,  and 
not  afpire  after  it  ?  can  we  love  it  and  not  endeavor 
to  pradife  it  ?  nay,  can  we  love  it,  and  not  poflefs  it  i  can 
we  love  holinefs  fupremely,  and  live  in  fin  habitually? 
it  is  the  grofieft  contradiction,  the  mod  abfolute  impofii- 
btlity.  There  is  then  a  diametrical  oppofition  between 
the  love  of  God,  and  the  fervfce  of  fin.  To  fuppofe  them 
confident,  would  be  fuppofing,  that  the  tendency  of  the 
heart  and  affections  might  be  oppofite  to  the  courfe  of  the 
life,  or  fupremely  fixed  upon  two  things  mutually  deftruc- 
tive  to  each  other ;  on  the  contrary,  our  Saviour  juftly 
affirms,  that  "  no  man  can  ferve  two  mailers  ;  for  either 
"  he  will  hate  the  one,  and  love  the  other ;  or  elfe  lie  will 
41  hold  to  the  one,  and  defpife  the  other.  Ye  cannot  fervc 
"  God  and  mammon.*'* 

Once  more,  Is  not  the  love  of  God,  I  mean,  the  fib 
prcme  love  of  God,  precifely  what  is  meant  by  holinefs ! 
It  is  not  only  an  evidence  of  it,  not  only  a  fource  of  it,  noi 
only  an  important  branch,  but  the  fum  and  perfection  ol 
it.  For  what  is  fin  in  the  heart,  of  which  all  evil  aCtioni 
are  but  the  fruits  and  expreflions,  and  from  which  they  de- 
rive their  malignity  and  contrariety  to  the  divine  will  i 
Is  it  not  the  love  and  purfuit  of  inferior  objects  on  theii 
own  account,  and  giving  them  that  place  in  our  affeCtiom 
which  is  due  only  to  God  ?  All  fins  of  whatever  kind, 
may  be  eafily  reduced  to  this,  and  fhown  to  be  nothing 
elfe,  but  the  alienation  and  eftrangement  of  our  heart  anc 
affedtions  from  God,  to  whom  alone  they  are  due :  whicl 
fo  far  as  it  prevails,  necefTarily  occafions  a  mifapplicatior 
of  every  faculty  of  our  minds,  and  of  every  member  a 
our  bodies,  and  thus  a  rebellion  of  the  whole  man.  Bui 
whoever  loves  God  above  all,  and  places  his  chief  happi 
nefs  and  delight  in  him,  is  truly  holy ;  not  only  will  be 

•  MattS.  vi.  24. 
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foasthe  effeQ,  but  really  is  lb,  by  the  poffeffion  of  this  dil- 
pofition.  In  proportion  as  this  love  is  increafed  and 
flrengthened,  his  fan&ification  is  carried  on  ;  and  when 
it  is  complete  and  triumphant,  entirely  free  from  the  mix- 
ture of  any  bafer  paflion,  he  is  perfect  in  holineis. 

It  may  probably  occur  to  fome  readers,  that  this  rea- 
ibning  will  not  accord  with  the  accounts  given  by  many 
moderns  of  the  nature  and  foundation  of  virtue.  Some 
found  it  upon  the  prefent  prevailing  tendency  of  our  own 
difpofitions,  and  make  it  point  dire£tly  and  immediately 
at  our  own  happinefs ;  others  found  it  upon  our  Conner- 
tons  with  our  fellow-creatures  in  this  ftate,  and  make  it 
confift  in  benevolence  of  heart,  and  beneficence  of  action ; 
others  again,  who  approach  nearer  the  truth,  but  without 
prccifion,  ftile  it  an  a&ing  towards  ever  objeft,  according 
to  reafon  and  the  nature  of  things.  Upon  any  of  thefe 
themes,  the  connexion,  or  rather  coincidence,  above  al- 
ledged  between  the  love  of  God  and  virtue,  or  moral  ex- 
cellence, does  not  fo  clearly  appear.  This  indeed  feems 
to  me  the  great  defett  of  thefe  accounts  of  the  nature  and 
foundation  of  virtue,  that  they  keep  our  relation  and  obli- 
gations to  God  at  a  diftance  at  leaft,  and  much  out  of  view. 
But  as  this  is  the  firft  commandment  of  the  law  which 
God  hath  revealed  to  man  for  his  obedience,  "  Thou 
11  (halt  loVe  the  Lord  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy 
44  ftrength,  and  with  all  thy  mind."  So  upon  a  fair  and 
joft  examination,  the  fupreme  love  of  God  will  be  found 
the  mod  confident  and  rational  account  of  the  nature  of 
virtue,  and  the  true  fource  from  which  all  other  virtues, 
that  are  not  fpurious,  muft  take  their  rife,  and  from  which 
they  derive  their  force  and  obligation  :  it  is  founded  not 
only  upon  the  relation  of  creatures  to  their  Creator,  but 
on  the  inherent  excellence  of  the  Divine  Nature.  For 
fuppofing  (what  will  fcarcely  be  denied)  that  God  may  be 
at  all  the  objeft  of  our  efteem  and  love,  it  is  plain,  that 
we  ought  to  have  the  higheft  efteem  for  the  higheft  excel- 
lence, a  fupreme  love  for  what  is  infinitely  amiable  ;  and 
if  our  affeftions  do  in  any  meafure  prefer  what  is  lefs  to 
what  is  more  worthy,  they  muft  be,  in  that  proportion, 
wrong  and  mifplaced. 
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As  to  fome  of  the  phrafes  (for  they  arc  no  more)  whicl 
come  into  repute  together,  or  in  fucceflion  one  after  ana 
ther,  to  exprefs  the  rife  and  foundation  of  virtue,  fuch  as ; 
fenfe  of  beauty,  of  harmony,  of  order  and  proportion :  thii 
is  no  explication  of  the  matter  at  all ;  it  is  only  transfer 
ring  the  language  ufed  with  refpe£t  to  fenfible  objects,  t< 
ethics  or  morality,  in  which  it  mud  be  underftood  figura 
tively.  That  there  is  fome  analogy  between  thofe  fub 
jedts  and  morality,  may  be  eafily  confeffed ;  but  there  an 
few  different  fubjetts  in  nature,  between  which  as  ftrong 
or  a  ftronger  analogy  may  not  be  traced.  For  example 
how  eafy  would  it  be  to  reduce  all  notions  of  morality 
nay,  indeed  all  notions  of  beauty  in  painting,  or  harmonj 
in  mufic,  to  truth  and  reality,  in  oppofltion  to  falfhood : 
Wbllafton's  Religion  of  Nature  Delineated  is  an  exampU 
of  this,  in  which  he  refolves  the  morality,  or  immorality 
of  every  aftion,  into  the  truth  or  fallhood  of  a  propofition 
And,  whoever  reads  the  book  will,  I  dare  fay,  be  fenfible 
that  it  is  jiift  as  natural  and  proper,  as  a  certain  noble  au 
thor's  rhapfodies  upon  beauty  and  harmony.  In  fliort,  ii 
were  eafy  to  (hew,  that  none  of  the  accounts  given  of  thi 
nature  of  virtue,  have  any  meaning,  truth  or  force  ir 
them,  but  fo  far  as  they  are  founded  upon,  or  coincident 
with,  that  which  I  have  above  given  from  the  word  oi 
God.* 

*  There  is  one  late  writer,  David  Hume,  Efq.  who,  it  mnfl  be  con- 
feffed,  hath  excelled  all  that  went  befoie  him  in  an  extraoidinary  ac 
couot  of  the  nature  of  virtue.  I  have  taken  no  notice  above  of  his 
principles,  if  they  may  be  called  lb,  becaufe  I  think  both  him  and  them 
worthy  o£  the  highefl  contempt ;  and  would  have  difdained  to  have 
made  mention  of  his  name,  but  that  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  cx- 
pfe fling  my  fenfe  of  the  wrong  meafures  taken  by  many  worthy  and 
able  men,  who,  in  fermons  and  other  difcourfes,  give  grave  and  lericui 
aufwers  to  his  writings.  As  to  himfelf,  that  man  mud  be  beyond  the 
reach  of  convidYion  by  reafoning,  who  is  capable  of  fuch  an  intuit  upon 
reafon  itfelf,  and  human  nature,  as  to  rank  all  natural  advantages,  men- 
tal and  corporeal,  among  the  virtues,  and  their  contraries  among  the 
vices.  Thus  he  hath  exprefsly  named  wit,  genius,  health,  cleanlinefs, 
taper  legs,  and  broad  moulders,  among  his  virtues  ;  difeafes  he  alfu 
makes  vices ;  and  confidently  enough,  indeed,  takes  notice  of  the  in- 
fectious nature  of  fome  difeafes,  which,  I  fuppofe,  he  reckons  au  ag- 
gravation of  the  crime*    And,  as  to  mankind  in  general,  if  they  were 
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Thus  I  have  fhown,  that  thofe  who  believe  the  do&rine 
Computed  righteoufnefs  mud  be  mod  holy  in  their  lives ; 
(fait  the  obligations  to  obedience  are  not  weakened,  but 
lengthened  and  confirmed  by  it.  This  any  impartial 
perfon  may  be  convinced  of,  who  will  refleft,  that  it  is 
hardly  poflible  to  conceive  an  obligation  to  duty,  of  any 
fcind,  which  may  not  be  reduced  to  one  or  other  of  thofe 
above-named :  and  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  none  of  them 
can  operate  fo  ftrongly  upon  any  other  fcheme,  as  that 
which  is  here  efpoufed,  and  which  is  fo  evidently  founded 
on  the  Scriptures  of  truth. 

There  is,  however,  one  general  confideration,  which  it 
would  be  wrong  to  omit,  in  fhewing  the  friendly  influence 
of  this  dodtrine  upon  holinefs  of  life,  although  it  doth  not 
fo  properly  fall  under  the  notion  of  a  diredt  obligation ; 
that  is,  the  great  encouragement  given  in  it  to  the  ftudy 
of  purity  and  holinefs  by  the  profpedt  of  fuccefs.  Defpair 
offuccefscuts  the  finews  of  diligence  in  every  enterprise. 
And  particularly  upon  the  fubjedt  of  religion,  nothing 
more  effectually  enervates  our  refolutions,  and  leads  to  a 
Allien,  defpondent  negledt  of  duty,  than  an  opinion  that 
we  {hall  not  fucceed  in  attempting  it,  or  ihall  not  be  ac- 
cepted in  our  endeavors  after  it,  or  our  imperfeft  attain- 

at  that  pafs  as  to  need  a  refutation  of  fuch  nonfenfe,  as  well  as  impic- 
tv,  it  would  be  in  vain  to  re  a  Ton  with  them  at  all.  If  I  were  to  con- 
trive an  aufwer  to  this  writer,  it  would  be  a  vifible,  in  Head  of  a  Ugible 
aefwer :  it  would  be  to  employ  a  painter  to  make  a  portrait  of  him 
from  the  life  ;  to  eucoinpals  him  with  a  few  hieroglyphics,  which  it 
would  not  be  difficult  todevife  ;  to  in  fori  be  upon  his  bread  the  le  words, 
HEALTH,  CLEANLINESS,  and  BROAD  SHOULDERS;  and 
pot  the  lull. wing  iVntmce  in  his  mouth,  which  he  hath  adopted  frgm 
1  French  author,  is  FEMALE  INFIDELITY  when  it  is  known  is  a 
tt  Imall  matter,  and  when  it  is  not  known,  is  nothing."  This  would  be 
very  proper  when  applied  to  his  writings,  who,  as  well  as  his  fiiend  and 
coadjutor  without  a  name,  makes  "  our  mod  important  reafunings  up* 
"  on  many  fubjedts  to  red  ultimately  upon  fenfe  and  feeling."  Jt  is 
probable  fome  over  delicate  per  Ions  will  think  this  is  not  ti  eating  him 
with  fufficient  decency  ;  but  till  there  be  a  plan  agreed  upon,  of  the 
meafures  of  decency  due  from  infidels  to  Chriftians,  and  from  Ghriltians 
to  infidels,  whether  he  does  not  deferve  far  worfe  treatment  from  any 
who  believes  the  gofpcl,  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of  thole  who  will 
read  his  writings. 

V01. 1.  K 
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ments  in  it.  But  the  do&rine  of  juftification  by  the  free 
grace  of  God,  "  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus,"  gives  the  greateft  encouragement  to  all  who  will 
return  to  their  duty.  This  encouragement  naturally  di- 
vides itfelf  into  two  branches:  ill,  The  fure  hope  of  ac- 
ceptance through  Chrift.  2dlyf  The  powerful  and  effec- 
tual aid  provided  for  them  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  he 
hath  purchafed,  and  bellows  for  their  fanftification. 

1  ft,  The  fure  hope  of  acceptance  through  Chrift  Jefus. 
Although  (in  hath  greatly  blinded  the  minds  of  men,  there 
is  Hill  fo  much  of M  the  work  of  the  Jaw  written  in  their 
hearts,"  as  muft  make  them  fenfible  that  in  many  things 
they  offend,  and  muft  give  them  ground  of  folicitude  and 
fear,  while  they  expert  to  be  juftified  by  their  own  merits. 
Accordingly  we  find,  that  except  the  grofleft  and  botdeft 
infidels,  of  which  fort  this  age  has  furnifhed  fome  ex- 
amples,*  all  clafles  of  men  confefs  themfelves  guilty  of 
many  fins,  faults,  or  failings ;  fome  expreffing  themfelves 
in  a  ftronger,  and  fome  in  a  fofter  ftile,  according  to  the 
greater  or  leffer  degree  of  the  depravation  of  natural  con- 
science. If  there  is  any  meaning  then  in  thefe  words, 
they  muft  be  liable  to  the  difpleafure  of  God  in  fome  re- 
flects, for  which  they  cannot  themfelves  atone  ;  and  muft 
therefore  labor  under,  at  leaft,  much  uncertainty,  as  to  their 
acceptance.  This  muft  weaken  their  hands,  and  flacken 
their  diligence,  in  an  attempt  fo  precarious  in  its  iffue. 

Perhaps  fome  may  fay,  that  this  is  only  levelled  againft 
thofe  who  deny  all  fatisfaftion.  or  all  ufe  of  the  merit  of 
Chrift,  but  not  againft  thofe  wno  expeft  to  be  juftified  by 
their  own  merit  fo  far  as  it  goes,  and  truft  in  their  Saviour 
for  making  up  what  is  wanting  in  themfelves.  But  of 
fuch  I  would  afk,  how  they  fhall  be  fatisfied,  that  they 
have  gone  as  far  with  their  own  merit  as  is  requifite,  if 
there  is  any  ftrefs  to  be  laid  upon  it  at  all  ?  Will  they  fay, 
as  fome  fooliflily  do,  that  they  do  all  in  their  power,  and 

*  Vide  Effays  on  the  principles  of  morality  and  natural  religion. 
Thefe  effays  conclude  with  an  addrefs  to  the  Supreme  Being  which 
contains  the  following  words;  "  What  mortals  term  fin,  thou  pro- 
"  nounceft  to  be  only  error ;  for  moral  evil  vaniflics,  in  fome  rneafure, 
cc  from  before  thy  more  perfect  fight." 
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truft  in  Chrift  for  fupplying  what  may  be  ilill  deGcient  ? 
If  they  dare  refolutely  Hand  to  this  plea  at  the  laft  day, 
when  God  fliall  judge  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts,  that  they 
hive  done  all  in  their  power,  there  is  really  nothing  want- 
ing to  them ;  they  need  no  Saviour,  they  need  no  pardon. 
But  this  is  what  no  mere  man  that  ever  lived  can  fay  with 
truth.     So  that  upon  any  fcheme,  but  an  entire  reliance 
on  the  merits  of  Chrift  for  justification  before  God,  there 
muft  ilill  be  a  dreadful  uncertainty,  incoufiftent  with  that 
liberal  and  ingenuous  freedom  with  which  the  children  of 
God  love  and  ferve  him.      Thefe,  flrongly  penetrated 
with  afenfeofduty  and  obligation,  deeply  humbled  under 
afenfeof  fin,  and  relling  on  the  perfect  atonement  made 
by  their  Saviour  and  fubftitute,  ferve  him  with  alacrity  and 
pleafure,  wearing  the  bonds  of  love.     And  knowing  the 
weaknefs  of  their  bed  fervices  while  here,  they  long  for 
that  jriefled  time  when  they  fliall  be  made  perfectly  holy, 
and  yet  (hall  forever  acknowledge  theinfelves  indebted, 
for  their  place  in  heaven,  and  their  continuance  there,  to 
the  grace  of  God,  and  the  love  of  their  Redeemer. 

The  other  branch  of  the  encouragement  which  belie- 
vers in  Chrift  have  to  diligence  in  duty,  is  the  promife  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  lead  them  into  all  truth,  and  guide  them 
to  all  duty.  This  promife  is  exprefaly  made  to  believers, 
and  their  feed  after  them,  in  every  age  of  the  church,  to 
the  end  of  the  world.  Thus  fays  the  apoftle  Peter, 
44  And  ye  fhall  receive  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  ;  for  the 
u  promife  is  to  you,  and  to  your  children,  and  to  all  that 
"are  afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  fhall 
11  call."*  And  it  is  to  this  plentiful  effufion  of  the  fpirit, 
that  the  prophets  afcribe  the  purity  and  profperity  of  the 
church  in  the  latter  days.  "  For  I  will  pour  water  upon 
14  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground  :  I 
44  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing  upon 
44  thine  offspring,  and  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among  the 
44grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes."f 

I  am  fenfible,  that  the  nature  and  form  of  the  argument 
doth  not  permit  me  at  once  to  fuppofe  the  truth  of  this, 

*  Ad\s  ii.  38.  39.         t  If.  xl;v.  3,  4- 
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and  to  make  ufe  of  the  direft  agency  and  effe&ual  open 
tion  of  the  fpirit  of  God  to  prove  the  holinefs  of  faint 
But  it  may  be  eafily  made  appear,  that  the  belief  and  pe 
fuafion  of  this  muft  have  the  ftrongeft  inftuence  in  aAim 
ting  their  own  endeavors.  What  more  proper  for  fuch 
purpofe  than  the  belief  of  an  almighty  aid,  certainly  to  I 
exerted  in  their  behalf?  Muft  not  this  invigorate  the 
powers,  and  preferve  them  from  finking  through  fear  ■ 
the  number  and  ftrength  of  their  ad verfaries  ?  Nothing  b\ 
ignorance  of  themfelves  can  make  them  boaft  of  the 
Own  ftrength.  The  refult  of  experience  in  the  ftudy  i 
holinefs,  muft  be  a  humbling  convi£tion  of  the  force  < 
temptation,  and  ftrength  of  paffion  on  the  one  hand,  an 
the  weaknefs  and  feeblenefs  of  human  reafonand  refoli 
tion  on  the  other.  Muft  it  not  then  be  ofthe  greateft  a< 
vantage  to  believers,  to  be  under  an  habitual  perfuafion  < 
the  prefence  and  operation  ofthe  Spirit  of  God,  to  fanft 
fy  them  wholly  ?  Without  this  the  attempt  would  be  a 
together  vain ;  but  this  makes  the  exhortation  come  wil 
peculiar  force  and  energy,  u  Work  out  your  own  falval 
on  with  fear  and  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  workei 
in  you  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.M* 
It  will  be  a  fupport  to  the  prcfent  argument  to  obferv 
that  fome  fenfe  ofthe  weaknefs  of  human  nature,  and  i 
inequality  to  any  thing  arduous  and  difficult,  feems  i 
have  been  pretty  univerfal  in  every  country  and  in  ev 
ry  age  of  the  world.  Thus  among  the  ancient  Heathen 
of  whom  we  have  the  fulleft  account,  all  great  enterprizc 
were  fuppofed  to  be  undertaken  at  the  inftigation,  and  e: 
ecuted  by  the  afliftance  of  fome  fuperior  power.  Their  p 
ets  always  gave  out,  that  themfelves  were  infpired,  and  the 
hero  direfted  by  fome  deity  ;  and  moderns  generally  l\i] 
pofe,  that  the  very  imagination  of  this  had  no  fmall  infli 
ence  on  the  fuccefs  ofthe  attempt.  The  inter pofition 
deities  was,  indeed,  fo  remarkable  in  the  moft  eminent  ai 
cient  poets,  that  it  has  been  reckoned  a  branch  of  their  ar 
dtftinguifhed  by  a  particular  name,  called  the  machiner 
&nd  is  now  infeparably  joined,  at  lead  to  one  fpecies  < 

*  Pbil.  li.  12,  13. 
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portiy.     Nay,  it  was  a  pretty  general  belief  among  fome 

nations,  that  every  particular  perfon  had  an  angel,  fpirit 

or  genius,  to  whole  care  he  was  committed,  who  affilled 

Aim  in  difficulty,  and  protected  him  in  danger.  Does  not 

all  this  then  evidently  prove,  that  a  perfuafion  of  fuperior 

aid  mu ft  have  the  nioft  happy  influence  on  our  activity 

and  diligence  in  duty,  and  our  progrefs  in  holinefs  :  Doth 

it  not  make  it  reafonable  to  expett,  that  thofe  who  truft 

to  nothing  better  than  their  own  firength,  will  be  propor- 

tionably  low  in  their  attempts,  and  deficient  in    their  fi,c- 

cefs ;  but  that  thofe  whofe  eyes  are  fixed  for  dire&ion 

upon  God,  and  who  live  in  a  continual  dependence  on  his 

grace,  will  become  truly  partakers  of  a  divine  nature  ? 

Now,  is  not  this  the  diflinguifhing  charadteriilic  of  the 
fchetne  of  redemption  by  free  grace,  that  it  gives  lefs  to 
man  and  more  to  God,  than  any  other  plan  ?  It  feems  in- 
deed particularly  to  point  at  this  very  defign  in  every  part 
of  it,  to  abafe  the  pride  of  man,  and  to  exalt  the  grace  of 
God.  Self-denial  is  the  firft  condition  of  the  gofpel,  and  a 
renunciation  of  all  lelf-dcpendence  is  the  leflbn  continued 
through  the  whole.  "  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righte- 
"  oufnefs  and  firength,"  may  be  called  the  motto  of  every 
Chriftian,  is  a  fhort  and  comprehenlive  fummary  of  his 
faith,  and  the  great  foundation  of  his  hope  and  truft.  As 
then  it  has  been  fliewn,  that  he  is  habitually  inclined  to 
obedience,  with  what  alacrity  and  vigor  will  he  apply 
himfelf  to  his  duty,  fince  he  believes  that  Almighty  power 
is  conftantly  engaged  in  his  behalf;  and  that  however  un- 
able he  may  be  of  himfelf,  for  any  thing  that  is  good,  yet 
a  thorough  and  efieflual  change  will  be  wrought  in  him 
by  divine  power  ?  What  a  iirmnefs  and  fortitude  mull  be 
infpired  by  the  following  pafl'age  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah, 
and  other  promifes  in  the  fame  ftrain  ?  u  Haft  thou  not 
44  known,  haft  thou  not  heard,  that  the  everlafiing  God, 
44  the  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  neither 
41  is  weary  ?  There  is  no  fearching  of  his  undemanding. 
14  He  giveth  power  to  the  faint :  and  to  them  that  have  no 
a  might  he  increafeth  firength.  Even  the  youths  fhall 
14  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  fhall  utterly  fall. 
M  But  they  that  wait  on  the  Lord  fhall  renew  their  firength; 
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"  they  {hall  mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles ;  they  fhat 
u  run  and  not  be  weary,  they  (hall  walk  and  not  faint."* 

But  now,  perhaps,  after  all  the  advantages  of  this  doc- 
trine, pointed  out  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  fomewillbe 
ready  to  aflc  me,  if  it  cannot  poflibly  be  applied  to  the  en- 
couragement of  impiety,  or  ferve  to  fofter  a  fupine  floth 
and  negligence  ?  To  this  I  am  ready  to  anfwer,  By  fbme 
who  profcfs  it,  it  may ;  but  by  thofe  who  really  believe  it, 
it  never  can.  There  is  no  part  of  the  word,  or  providence 
of  God,  that  may  not  be,  or  that  hath  not  frequently  in 
fadl  been,  abufed  to  bad  purpofes,  by  wicked  men  under 
the  dominion  of  their  lulls.  But,  in  order  to  remove 
ambiguity,  it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  wherever  there  is 
a  national  profeffion  of  any  religious  principles,  there 
mull  be  many  who  are  not  believers,  in  any  other  fenfe 
than  that  they  have  been  accuflomed  to  hear  fuch  and  fuch 
things  afferted,  have  never  enquired  into  nor  doubted, 
feldom  even  thought  of  them,  and  fo  do  not  difbelieve 
them.  But  there  is  a  great  difference  between  fuch  a  tra- 
ditionary belief  as  may  produce  a  cuflomary  profeffion, 
and  fuch  a  real  and  inward  perfuafion  as  will  change  the 
heart,  and  influence  the  pra&ice.  That  there  may  be 
fome  of  the  firfl:  fort  of  believers  in  the  dottrine  of  impu- 
ted righteoufnefs,  who  are  not  holy,  or  perhaps  abufe  it, 
ill  underftood,  to  unholinefs,  I  am  willing  to  allow  ;  but 
that  all  thofe  who  believe  it  upon  real  and  perfonal  con- 
viftion,  mull  be  mod  confcientious  in  the  pradtice  oi 
every  moral  duty,  I  hope  hath  been  clearly  made  appear 
in  the  preceding  pages. 

The  above  is  all  that  was  firft  intended,  in  the  profecu- 
tion  of  this  argument :  but,  perhaps,  it  will  not  be  impro- 
per before  difmiffing  the  fubjeft,  to  make  a  few  reflections 
upon  the  reception  which  it  hath  met  with,  and  muft  ftill 
expeft  to  meet  with  in  the  world  ;  upon  its  importance 
and  proper  application. 

It  is  very  certain,  being  neither  denied  by  friends  nor 
enemies,  that  this  do&rine  hath,  in  all  ages,  not  only  been 
attacked  with  the  weapons  of  human  wifdom,  but  gene- 

*  If.  xl.  28—37. 
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rallf  tlfo  loaded  with  much  reproach  and  contempt.  Af. 
ter,  therefore,  it  hath  been  fo  far  defended,  as  may  fa* 
tisfy every  impartial  mind,  and  its  influence  upon  prac- 
tice demonftrated,  I  obferve,  that  whatever  impreflion 
tbis  6ft  may  make  upon  others,  it  feems  to  me  no  final  1 
confirmation  of  its  truth  as  coming  from  God,  that  it  is 
contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world.  This  is  both  agreea- 
ble to  fcripture  and  to  found  reafon.  The  do&rine  of 
"  Chrift  crucified,"  the  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,  u  was  to  the 
14  Jews  a  Humbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs."* 
And,  fpeaking  of  the  effect  of  the  publication  of  this  doc- 
trine, he  fays,  *'  Ye  fee  your  calling  brethren,  how  that 
a  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flelh,  not  many  mighty, 
u  not  many  noble  are  called.  But  God  hath  chofen  the 
"foolifh  things  of  the  world  to  confound  the  wife;  and 
"  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the  world  to  con- 
11  found  the  things  which  are  mighty  5  and  bafe  things  of 
41  the  world,  and  things  which  are  defpifed,  hath  God 
tt  chofen,  yea,  and  things  which  are  not,  to  bring  to 
w  nought  things  that  are."f  This  we  are  not  to  under- 
fend,  as  if  the  apoftle  yielded,  that  the  gofpcl  was  not 
agreeable  to  true  wifdom,  or  that  the  proper  and  legitimate 
ufe  of  human  wifdom  would  not  lead  us  to  embrace  it : 
but  it  contains  a  ftrong  intimation  of  a  truth  not  common- 
ly attended  to,  that  great  natural  abilities  have  pretty 
much  the  fame  influence  on  the  moral  character  with  great 
wealth  or  temporal  profperity.  They  are  both  apt  to  in- 
toxicate the  mind,  and  lead  to  pride,  arrogance,  and 
fclf-conceit :  and  perhaps  intelle&ual  pride  is  as  great  an 
obftru&ion  to  the  difcovery  of  truth,  as  any  bad  difpofiti- 
on  whatfoever.  We  are  alfo  taught,  that  God  ordered  and 
difpofed  of  things  in  this  manner,  for  the  wife  ends  of  his 
providence,  for  the  fubjedlionof  the  arrogance  and  boaftcd 
wiHom  of  men  ;  or  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  "  That 
"noflefh  fhould  glory  in  his  prefence."  The  reception 
Aen  which  this  doftrine  ufually  meets  with,  fhould  be  fo 
fer  from  remaining  as  a  prejudice  or  objc&ion  againft  its 
tritth  or  utility,  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  fhould  contri- 

*  1  Cor,  u  2%.         t  1  Cor.  i.  16— 28. 
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bute  to  fatisfy  us,  that  it  is  the  real  and  genuine  doftrin 
of  Chrilt,  fmce  it  meets  Avith  the  fame  fort  of  oppofition 
and  from  the  fame  quarter,  with  which  this  was  encoun 
tered  at  its  fir  It  publication. 

And  indeed,  befides  this  exaci  correfpondence  betweei 
the  event,  and  what  the  Scripture  gives  us  reafon  to  ex 
pelt,  as  to  the  reception  of  the  gofpel  in  the  world,  I  ap 
prehend  it  ought  to  be  a  general  prejudice  in  favor  of  it 
truth,  confidering  the  original  it  claims,  that  it  doth  not  carr 
on  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom.  It  feems  to  Ii 
(if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  quite  out  of  the  way  of  human  imagi 
nation  and  contrivance,  and  is  diametrically  oppofite  in  it 
whole  tendency,  to  the  mod  prevailing  human  inclination 
viz.  felf-efteem,  pride,  and  vain-glory.  This,  indeed  is  th 
true  reafon  why  this  doctrine  is  fo  unacceptable  to  th 
world,  efpecially  the  ambitious^part  of  it,  that  it  is  dire&l] 
levelled  againft  their  corrupt  affections.  It  gives  a  vie? 
of  the  holinefs,  purity  and  juftice  of  God,  which  is  intolc 
rable  to  all  thofe  who  are  not  willing  to  break  their  leagu 
with  fin  and  vanity.  And  when  it  is  truly  complied  witt 
it  not  only  divorces  men  from  their  former  attachment  ti 
fin  and  fenfuality,  but  will  not  fuller  them  to  glory,  e\*ei 
in  their  new  charadter.  All  who  fubmit  unfeignedly  t< 
the  gofpel,  both  feel  and  confefs  themfelves  wholly  indebt 
ed  for  tbrgivenefs  and  acceptance,  for  their  prefent  holi 
nefs  and  their  future  happinefs,  to  the  free,  unmerita 
grace  of  God.  How  hard  fuch  a  facrifice  is,  none  cai 
conceive  who  have  not  fome  acquaintance  with  vital,  ex 
perimental  religion.  Now,  what  is  the  mod  natural  in 
ference  from  this  ?  Is  it  not,  that  we  have  not  the  fmallel 
reafon  to  fufpeft  this  do&rine  to  be  a  "  cunningly  devifei 
fable,"  but  may  reft  aflured,  that  it  is  u  the  wifdom  am 
u  the  power  of  God  for  falvation,  tQ  every  one  that  be 
"  lieveth."* 

This  leads  me  to  obferve,  That  if  the  reafoning  whicl 
the  reader  hath  perufed  upon  this  fubjeft  be  juft  and  con 
clufive,  there  is  one  circumliance  in  which  this  "  doftrin 
u  according  to  godlinefs"  effentially  differs  from  all  othe 

*  Rom.  i.  i6» 
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fcjjemes  or  fyftems  of  morality.  It  is,  that  any  of  thefe 
fytiems  a  man  may  under  ft  and,  embrace  and  defend, 
without  having  his  heart  made  better,  or  his  morals  fecured 
or  improved  by  it  at  all ;  whereas  it  is  impoffible,  that 
any  man  can  really,  and  from  the  heart,  embrace  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrift's  imputed  righteoufnefs,  without  being  fane* 
tilled  by  it,  "  dead  to  fin,  and  alive  to  God."  That  the* 
firft  of  thefe  afiertions  is  true,  the  lives  and  characters  of 
feme  noted  writers  on  the  foundation  of  morality,  have 
been,  and  are  an  undeniable  proof :  fome  of  them  do  in* 
deed  exprefsly  yield  it ;  and  it  is  evidently  yielded,  by 
implication,  in  all  the  late  writings,  where  there  is  fo  fre- 
quent mention  of  the  fmall  influence  that  fpeculation  has 
upon  pra€tice.  On  this  is  founded  what  a  late  acute  and 
eminent  writer*  juftly  calls  the  matter  prejudice  of  this 
age,  via.  "  The  innocence  of  error."  This  may  as  well 
be  exprefled  by  its  counterpart,  the  unprofitablenefs  or 
ineffieacy  of  truth,  which  furely  ought  to  be  but  a  weak 
recommendation  of  what  15  called  truth,  by  thofe  who  hold 
fuch  an  opinion. 

That  the  other  affcrtion  is  juft,  hath  been  the  point  un- 
dertaken  to  be  made  out  in  this  effay  :  and  whoever  will 
but  confiderhow  unacceptable  this  dodtrineis  to  mankind 
in  general,  may  be  fatisfied  that  there  can  be  no  effectual 
inducement  to  embrace  it,  till  there  be  fuch  a  difcovery 
and  fenfe  of  the  evil  and  danger  of  fin,  as  is  utterly  incon- 
fiftent  with  a  voluntary  continuance  in  it.  The  appa- 
rent ftate  of  the  vifible  church,  in  which  vice  and  wick- 
ednefs  to  fhamefully  abound,  will  be  no  objection  to  this, 
if  what  I  hinted  above  be  recolledted,|  that  there  is  a 
great  difference  between  a  nominal  or  cuftomary  profeflion, 
and  real  belief.  As  to  the  few  more  zealous  and  emi- 
nent aflertors  of  this  doctrine,  who  fometimes  greatly  dif- 
honor  their  profeflion,  the  anfwer  is  eafy.  They  are  hy- 
pocrites, by  whom  indeed  great  "'offences  do  come ;"  and 
the  weak  and  unliable  fall  over  the  Humbling  block,  and 
are  tempted  to  doubt  the  reality  of  religion,  by  this  difco- 
very of  the  falfhood  of  its  profeffors.     But  fuch  can  never 

*  Mr.  Warburton.  t  Sec  page  8i, 
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be  (airly  ranked  among  believers,  whofe  garb  and  habit 
they  only  treacheroufly  wore,  for  fome  time,  while  thej 
were  in  the  intereft  of  another  mailer.*  We  may  fay  0 
them  as  the  apoftle  John  fays,  u  They  went  out  from  us 
c<  but  they  were  not  of  us ;  for  if  they  had  been  of  us 
4  *  they  would  no  doubt  have  continued  with  us,  but  the) 
u  went  out  that  they  might  be  made  manifeft  that  the) 
"  were  not  all  of  us."f 

But  this  is  not  all ;  for  the  reception  of  the  do&rine  o 
imputed  righteoufnefs  is  not  merely  to  be  confidered  a: 

*  Perhaps  fortie  may  think  the  late  accounts  publiflied  of  the  Mo 
raviam  an  objection  to  the  juftueft  of  this  representation.  They  an 
fa  id  10  fee  great  aflertors  of  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteoufuefs ;  tad 
yet  there  have  not  only  appeared  fome  bad  men  amongft  them,  but 
they  are  univerfally  charged  as  a  feci  with  mod  impious  and  fcanda 
lous  practices.  Perhaps  candor  and  charity  might  hare  led  us  to  Aro- 
pofe,  that  moft,  or  all  thofe  accufations,  were  calumnious,  if  they  hac 
been  affirmed  by  n  »ne  but  avowed  enemies  to  the  doctrines  which  the] 
cipoufe  ;  as  the  firft  Chriftians  wei*e  charged  by  their  enemies  witl 
eating  human  Sacrifices,  when  they  met  in  private  to  celebrate  th< 
I/ord'a  fupprr.  But  the  cafe  it  feems  is  otherwise  here  ;  for  fome  unfuf 
peeled  accufers  have  appeared,  whom  none  can  imagine  prejudiced  again! 
them  for  embracing  the  doctrine  of  imputed  righteoufnefs.  I  cenfef 
rnyfelf  to  have  fo  little  acquaintance  with  thofe  Hcrnhutters,  as  thej 
are  called,  «itber  as  to  their  principles  or  practices,  that  1  cannot  very 
fully  handle  the  fubject ;  but,  if  there  is  no  other  objection  to  what  ii 
affirmed  above,  no  doubt,  an  acquaintance  with  the  true  (late  of  thi 
cufe  would  enable  us  eafiiy  to  remove  this.  Perhaps,  after  all,  the 
had  practices  charged  againil  them,  may  be  only  the  conlequence  o 
fome  defigning  perforis  getting  in  among  them,  and  a  great  plural  it] 
may  be  innocent,  or,  at  lead,  comparatively  fo.  But  however  this  be 
it  is  not  certain  (at  lead  to  me)  that  they  really  embrace  the  farm 
dodrine  with  us:  ihey  do  indeed  talk  much  of  the  Lamb,  fpeak  o 
hiding  themfelves  in  his  wounds,  &c.  but  I  think  their  language  ispe 
culiar  to  lbemfelves>  and  by  no  means  the  phrafeology  either  of  Scrip 
uirc,  or  of  any  other  feet  of  Chriftians.  Befides,  as  Count  Zinzendorl 
their  leader,  takes  upon  him  to  be  a  prophet,  it  is  probable,  they  an 
jufl  a  fet  of  deluded  people,  drawn  away  by  his  art,  who  may  mucl 
more  properly  be  faid  to  believe  in  him,  than  in  Chrift. 

\A  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the  doctrines,  character  and  labors  o4 
the  Moravians,  has  demonstrated,  that,  so  far  from  furnishing  any  oh 
jection  against  the  doctrine  defended  in  this  essay,  they  most  powerful} 
illustrate  and  confirm  /f .]  Note  of  the  Editor. 

t  i  John  ii.  19* 
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the  bed  means,  comparatively,  of  producing,  preferving 
and  increafmg  our  fanctification  and  purity,  as  fure  and. 
dfe&ual,  while  others  are  precarious,  but  it  is  the  only 
way,  and  all  others  are  abfolutely  infufficient  for  the  pur* 
pofe»  If  this  be  indeed  the  do&rine  of  Ghrilt,  the  fcrip- 
tarc-method  of  falvation,  then  it  is  not  only  true,  but  a 
fundamental  truth.  Of  this  we  are  frequently  and  fo- 
Icmnly  allured  in  the  word  of  God.  "  I  am  the  way, 
"  (lays  our  Saviour)  and  the  truth  and  the  life  ;  no  man 
«'  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me/*  So  fay  the  apof. 
ties  Peter  and  John,  ^  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any 
M  other :  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven,  given 
44  among  men,  whereby  we  mud  be  faved/'f  It  is  there- 
fare  in  vain  for  any  to  expert  an  effedtual  change  of  life, 
but  by  an  acquaintance  with  Chrift,  and  him  crucified. 
We  have  indeed  die  cleareft  evidence  from  experience, 
that  no  human  reafon,  no  argument  whatever,  drawn 
from  worldly  conveniency,  is  at  all  fufficient  to  contend 
with  violent  and  finful  hahits.  We  fee  many  examples 
ofperfons  of  excellent  underftanding  and  knowledge  in 
other  matters,  nay,  who  can  reafon  ftrongly  and  juftly 
upon  the  bad  confequences  of  vice  in  others,  fometimes 
even  in  themfelves,  who  will  yet  go  on  to  ruin  their  name, 
family,  fortune  and  health,  while  they  are  Haves  to  evil 
habits:  nothing  will  change  them  but  the  grace  of  God. 

And  as  we  have  feen  above,  that  our  own  righteoufnefs 
in  its  beft  ftate  is  wholly  ineffedtual  for  our  acceptance 
with  God,  foall  who  have  any  expe&ations  of  this  kind 
from  it  plainly  fhow,  that  they  have  fuch  defective  views 
of  the  extent  and  obligation  of  the  divine  law,  as  are  in- 
confiftent  with  an  unfeigned  univerfal  fubmiflion  to  it. 
This  is  a  matter  of  the  lad  importance,  and  ought  to  be 
particularly  recommended  to  the  ferious  confideration  of 
fuch  as  may  have,  at  fometimes,  fome  imperfefit  convic- 
tions ;  fuch  as  from  a  wearinefs  and  fatiety  of  finning  may 
give  a  temporary  preference  to  a  life  of  religion,  and  raife 
I  feeble  and  ineffectual  wifh  with  Balaam,  that  they  might 
44  die  the  death  of  the  righteous."     They  ought  to  be  told 

*  John  xiv.  6.         t  Acls  iv.  i^. 
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that  no  endeavors  to  be  a  little  better  than  before,  no  abfti- 
nence  from  fome  fins  as  a  kind  of  atonement  for  others 
retained,  no  rcfolutions  taken  in  their  own  ftrength,  no 
righteoufnefs  of  their  own  offered  or  traded  in  as  a  matter 
of  their  juflification,  will  be  accepted,  or  is  worthy  of  be- 
ing fo  ;  that  nothing  will  be  truly  effe&ual,  till  they  fee 
their  loft  condition,  and  believe  in  Chrift,  firfl  for  pardon, 
and  then  for  fanflification,  "  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of 
44  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accepted  in  the  be- 
u  loved."*  If  they  have  any  other  plea,  any  other  ground 
of  hope  and  truft,  it  fhall  undoubtedly  fail  them ;  they 
muft  remain  under  a  fentence  of  juft  and  legal  condem- 
nation, and  (hall  finally  perifli ;  for  "  he  that  believeth  in 
44  the  Son  hath  everlafting  life  ;  but  he  that  believeth  not 
44  the  Son  fhall  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abidetb 
44  on  him,  John  iii.  36.,,f 

*  Eph.  i.  6. 

t  The  application  of  thefe  paflages  of  Scripture,  to  the  particular 
principles  above  maintained,  will,  perhaps,  be  thought  to  include  in  it 
a  very  ievere  and  unchaiitable  condemnation  of  man}'  Chriflians,  who 
differ  in  judgment  upon  the  point  of  juftification.  And  indeed  I  pre- 
tend no  great  fiiendlhip  to  the  Ctntiments  lb  frequently  exprefled  of 
late,  "  That  it  is  a  irrull  matter  what  a  man  believes,  if  his  life  be 
"  good."  The  affe-tion  might  perhaps  be  allowed,  if  it  did  not  con- 
tain a  fo>l»fli  and  unreafonable  fuppofition,  that  a  man  may  believe 
wrong,  and  yet  lead  as  good  a  life  as  he  that  believes  light ;  the  con- 
trary to  which  will  always  be  expected  by  him  who  gives  credit  to  the 
word  of  God,  that  his  people  are  "  fancYined  throngh  the  truth."  As 
to  Sociaians  and -Pelagians,  who  are  the  greatest  oppofers  of  the  truths 
above  defended,  I  never  did  cfteem  them  to  be  Chriflians  at  all  ;  fo 
the  confluence,  with  regaid  to  them,  may  be  eafily  admitted.  M;:t 
it  will  be  thought  hard  to  fay  the  fame  thing  of  the  Arminians.  How- 
ever, if  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrilt  is  the  only  ground  of  our  juflifio- 
tior,  and  the  reception  of  him  in  this  character  the  true  p:i;icipte  of 
fan«fiifi.cation,  I  do  not  fee  how  we  ca»i  avoid  concluding  the  danger  of 
thofe  who  ad  upon  any  other  plan.  And  yet  I  am  perfumed  there 
ht\e  been,  and  are  many  good  men  am;mg  them:  whkh  may  be  ac- 
counted for  in  this  manner,  that  their  hearts  are  better  than  their  uu- 
derftandings  ;  and  thoy  are  habitually  under  the  government  i-f  prin- 
ciples, which,  through  fome  mittaken  views,  and  groundlefs  fear*  of 
their  abufe,  they  fpeak  of  more  fpatin^Iy,  or  rather  fee  in  to  eflabr.fh 
the  contrary  pufitions.  The  proof  of  this  aflcrtion  I  take  from  their 
eV;n  writings,  particularly  fi-um  the  difference  between  their  itmioiif 
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I  m  naturally  led  to  conclude  this  fubje&,  by  obferv- 
ing,  that  <he  importance,  efficacy  and  necefiity  of  the 
imputed  righteoui'nefs  of  Chrift,  ihews  how  much  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  minifters  of  the  gofpel  to  make  it  the  main 
and  leading  theme  of  their  fcrmons.  The  preaching  of 
the  gofpel  is  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  in  a  very  juft  and  ex- 
preffive  manner,  (tiled  preaching  u  the  unfearchable  riches 
11  of  Chrift."  In  him  every  prophecy,  precept,  promife 
and  truth  is  centred.  His  charadter  and  work  as  a  Savi- 
our is  held  forth  in  a  variety  of  lights  in  the  facred  ora- 
cles, and  in  every  opening  or  view  that  is  given  us,  fo 
tofpeak,  of  the  difpenfations  of  Divine  Providence  and 
grace,  he  is  the  chief  figure,  or  die  termination  of  the 
profpeft.  If  therefore  we  would  know  what  efteem  is  due 
to  our  Redeemer  in  our  hearts,  and  how  high  a  place  he 
ought  to  hold  in  our  views  of  religion,  let  us  obferve  the 
regard  paid  to  him  by  the  facred  writers.  They  derive 
almoft  all  their  motives  to  every  moral  duty,  from  what 
he  hath  done,  and  is  ft  ill  doing  for  us,  and  feem  to  delight 
even  in  the  repetition  of  his  name.  I  am  perfuaded  thofe 
who  are  accuftomed  to  the  devout  and  ferious  perufal  of 
the  word  of  God  will  not  reckon  it  "  enthufiafm,"  when 
Ifay,  that  thefe  writers  appear  to  be  warmed  and  elevated 
above  their  ordinary  meafure,  when  they  celebrate  his 
falvation  ;  and  that  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Teftament, 
wherever  we  meet  with  any  paffage  Angularly  lofty  and 
lablime,  there  we  may  be  lure  that  Chrift  the  Redeemer 
is  the  immediate  theme, 

Juflification  by  the  free  grace  of  God,  through  the  re- 
demption that  is  in  Chrift  Jefus,  was  the  doftrine  taught 
among  Chriftians,  in  the   earlieft  and  pureft  ages  of  the 

and  other  difc r,ui  f«\s,  and  thofe  forms  of  prayer  which  they  havcd.a^vn 
up,  and  not  only   recommended  to  others,  but  left  behind   thtm  as  a 
*it.iefs  of  their  own  exercife  in  their  clofets.      If  they  be    fur-pMcd   M 
M  the  fentiments  which  they  exprefs  in  their  prayers,  it  can  be  eatily 
be  mad"  appear  that  thefe  fentiments  can  only  be  dictated  by  the  doc- 
trine of  free  grace.     If  what  they  fay  of  themfelves  be  true  in  its  i...- 
turaJ  and  obvious  meaning,  and  if  they  believe  it,  which  charity  obliges 
u«  m  fupp-^fe,  it  m-ill  be   altogether    vain   to  lay  the  lead  ft.cfs  up«.-:i 
:!.ci;  awn  righteoufneis  for  their  acceptance  with  God. 
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church.  And  their  departure  from  it  was  the  prelude  \\ 
that  univerfal  corruption  of  faith  and  worihip,  that  relaxa 
tionofdifcipline,  and  diflblution  of  manners,  which  tool 
place  in  the  ages  following.  It  is  alfo  very  remarkable 
that  this  do&rine  was  always  fully  and  diftindtly  taugh 
in  thofe  churches  which  never  fubmitted  to  the  tyranay 
or  received  the  corruptions  of  the  Romifli  Antichrift ; 
mean  the  churches  of  the  Piedmontefe  vallies,  which  b; 
fo  many  judicious  writers,  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  tw< 
witneffes  mentioned  in  the  Revelation,  who  fled  into  th« 
wildernefs  from  the  perfecutiou  of  the  beaft,  and  prophe 
fied  in  fackcloth. 

The  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  to  us  of  dw 
principles  held  by  them,  long  before  the  reformation 
plainly  (how,  that  they  maintained  this  doftrine  from  (hi 
beginning.  And  as  it  is  well  known  that  the  reformatior 
took  its  firfl  rife  from  the  grofs  and  fcandalous  applicatior 
of  the  dottrine  of  merit  in  indulgences,  fo  all  the  reform 
$r&,  without  exception,  were  Itrenuaus  aflerters.of  fre« 
grace.  This  was  reckoned  by  them  "  articulus  ftantis 
"  aut  cadentis  ecclefiae,"  by  which  the  church  muflftanc 
Qrfall.  Particularly,  our  reformers  in  both  parts  of  thii 
ifland  agreed  in  preaching  the  fame  doftrine,  and  tht 
eminent  piety  of  our  fathers  is  a  flanding  evidence  of  it* 
force  and  efficacy. 

It  doth  not  perhaps  become,  and  probably  it  would  not 
be  fafe  for  me,  to  enter  into  a  particular  examination  ol 
the  manner  of  preaching  in  the  prefent  age  ;  and  there- 
fore my  refleftions  upon  that  fubjett  fliall  be  very  few  and 
general.  What  is  molt  obvious  in  our  prefent  fituation, 
and  what  ought  to  afteft  Chriftians  with  molt  concern,  is, 
the  great  prevalence  of  infidelity.  This  is  the  more  fi\r« 
prifing,  that  we  have  never  wanted,  and  do  not  at  pre- 
fent want,  many  able  and  eminent  writers  to  (land  up  ir 
defence  of  the  gofpel,  and  refute  the  changeable  and  in- 
K onfiflent  reafonings  of  infidels,  whatever  form  they  {hall 
from  time  to  time  think  fit  to  affume,  and  on  whatevei 
principles  they  (hall  pretend  to  build.  But,  I  am  afraid 
the  bed  defence  of  all  is  but  too  much  negledted,  viz 
Zealous  affiduous  preaching  the  great  and  fundamenta 
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truth*  of  the  gofpel,  the  loft  condemned  ftate  of  man  by 

nature,  and  the  neceflity  of  pardon  through  the  righteouf- 

nefe,  and  renovation  by  the  Spirit  of  Chrift.     This  would 

make  a  far  greater  number  of  thofe  who  call  themfelves  by 

the  name  of  Chrift,  Chriftians  indeed.     And  the  vifible 

efficacy  of  his  dottrine,  would  be  a  ienfible  demembration 

of  its  truth  and  divine  original.     If  thefe  truths  are  not 

contradi&ed,  it  may  be  fafely  faid,  that  they  are  by  many 

kept  more  out  of  view  than  formerly.     And  furely  we 

have  no  great  caufe  to  boaft  of  our  improvements  in  the 

preaching  art,  if  its  goodnefs  is  to  be  determined,  like  that 

of  a  tree,  not  by  its  bloffoms,  but  its  fruits, 

There  is  one  obfervation  which  may  fatisfy  us,  that  the 
preaching  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  will  moft  effe&ually  pro* 
mote  real  reformation.  It  is,  that  thofe  preachers  who  (to 
lay  no  more)  approach  neareft  to  making  our  own  merit 
and  obedience  the  ground  of  our  acceptance  with  God, 
very  feldom,  if  ever,  give  any  alarm  to  the  conferences  of 
their  hearers.  Let  them  recommend  ever  fo  pure  and 
high  a  ftandard  of  morals,  they  are  heard  without  fear,  and, 
if  they  preach  elegantly,  with  pleafure,  even  by  the  moft 
profligate.  To  fuch  preachers,  all  vain  worldly-minded 
people,  ufually  attach  themfelves,  where  they  have  not 
caft  off  the  very  form  of  religion  ;  but  moft  part  of  ferious 
Chriftians,  together  with  profeffing  hypocrites,  who  can- 
not eafily  be  diftinguifhed  in  this  world,  always  follow 
preachers  of  another  (train.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  the  reafon 
of  this  from  what  hath  been  faid  above  ;  there  are  none 
who  fet  the  ftridlnefs  and  obligation  of  the  law,  the  holU 
nefs  and  juftice  of  God,  in  fo  awful  a  light,  as  thofe  who 
believe  there  is  no  fhelter  from  the  fanttion  of  the  law, 
and  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  but  in  the  blood  of 
Chrift.  Perhaps,  I  am  already  enfnared  and  expofed  to 
cenfure,  by  affirming,  that  there  are  among  us  preachers 
of  different  drains.  But  it  is  fo  certain  a  truth,  that  I 
cannot  deny  it ;  and  fo  important,  that  I  will  not  dif* 
guife  it. 

Upon  the  whole,  as  the  prefent  afpeft  of  public  affairs, 
as  the  ftate  of  the  world,  and  character  of  the  age,  loudly 
call  upon  all  of  every  ftation  to  exert  themfelves  with  di- 
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Hgence  for  the  fupport  and  revival  of  truth  and*  righteo 
nefs :  I  hope  the  miriifters  of  the  gofpel  will  promote  t 
end,  by  zealoufly  laboring  to  bring  men  to  the  favi 
knowledge  of  Chrift,  u  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and' 
44  life — the  foundation — the  tried  ftone — the  precious  c 
"  ner  ftone,"  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the  building, 
deny,  explain  away,  or  negleft  to  impart  the  truths  of  i 
everlafting  gofpel,  is  the  way  to  leave  the  world  in  wii 
ednefs ;  but,  by  preaching  them  in  purity,  and  with  fi 
plicity,  which,  we  have  reafon  to  think,  will  be  accom] 
nied  with  <l  the  demonftration  of  the  Spirit,"  fmners  \ 
reconciled  unto  God,  the  power  of  fin  is  broken  in  the 
the  divine  image  is  formed  in  them,  and  upon  thefe  trtr 
their  hopes  of  eternal  life  mud  reft  and  depend.  Let 
be  ever  ready  to  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  a  God  fori 
44  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofe  of  our  Lord  Jei 
44  Chrift."*  And  let  us  quicken  our  diligence,  and  ai 
mate  our  endeavors,  by  expreffing,  with  the  pfalmift  I 
vid,  our  faith  in  the  perpetuity  of  his  kingdom.  44 1 
44  name  fhall  endure  for  ever :  his  name  {halt  be  continu 
"  as  long  as  the  fun ;  and  men  fhall  be  bleffed  in  bii 
44  all  nations  fliall  call  him  bleffed.  Bleffed  be  the  Lo 
44  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael,  who  only  doth  wonderous  thinj 
"  And  blefled  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever ;  and  let  t 
"  whole  earth  be  filled  with  bis  glory.  Amen  m 
44  Amen."f 

*  Gal,  vt.  t4*         f  Pfei-  Ixxii.  17,  18,  19. 
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John  iii.  3. 

Jctus  answered  and  said  unto  him,  Verily  ,  verily ,  I  say  unto 
thee.  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom 
ofGod. 

INTRODUCTION. 

THE  condition  on  which  minifters  of  the  gofpel  hold 
their  office,  is  extremely  awful.  "  They  mud  ren- 
der an  account  unto  God"  of  their  fidelity  to  the  fouls 
committed  to  their  charge.  Their  duty  and  danger,  as 
fervants  of  God,  are  jointly  and  ftrongly  expreffed  in  the 
commiflion  given  to  the  prophet  Ezekiel.  u  Son  of  man, 
14 1  have  made  thee  a  watchman  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael, 
14  therefore  hear  the  word  at  my  mouth,  and  give  them 
14  warning  from  me.  When  I  fay  unto  the  wicked,  thou 
u  fhaJt  furely  die  ;  and  thou  giveft  him  not  warning,  nor 
%t  fpeakeft  to  warn  the  wicked  from  his  wicked  way  to 
14  fave  his  life  ;  the  fame  wicked  man  fhall  die  in  his  ini- 
14  quity,  but  his  blood  will  I  require  at  thine  hand.  Yet, 
14  if  thou  warn  the  wicked,  and  he  turn  not  from  his  wick- 
w  ednefs,  nor  from  his  wicked  way,  he  fliall  die  in  his  ini- 
u  quity  :  but  thou  haft  delivered  thy  foul/'* 


Vol.  I. 


*  Ezck.  iii.  17,  18,  19. 
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It  is  natural  for  us,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  to  be  often  re- 
volving in  our  minds  this  great  and  weighty  truft.    It  is 
at  once  our  duty  and  intereft,  to  confider  with  all  poflible 
care,  in  what  way  we  may  have  the  eafieft  and  moft  efiec- 
tual  accefs  to  the  hearts  of  finners :  what  views  of  divine 
truth  will  be  moft  convincing ;  what  forms  of  addreft  will 
make  the  firongeft  and  moil  lading  impreffion ;  in  one 
word,  how  we  may  acquit  ourfelves  of  our  miniflry,  fo  as 
to  be  a  u  favour  of  life  unto  life,"  to  many  of  thofe  who 
hear  us,  and  to  "  deliver  our  own  fouls"  from  the  blood 
of  thofe  that  perifh. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  undeniable  moment  and  impor- 
tance of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  that  I  am  often  ready  to 
think,  it  will  be  eafy  to  fet  them  in  fo  clear  and  conviiv 
cing  a  light,  as  no  perfon  of  common  underftanding  fhall 
be  able  to  refill.  I  am  often  ready  to  fay  within  myfel^ 
Surely,  if  they  be  warned,  they  will  no  more  dare  to  ruft 
on  the  thick  boflcs  of  the  Almighty's  buckler ;  furely,  the 
boldeft  finner  muft  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  death,  judg- 
ment and  eternity,  fail  approaching,  and  from  which  it  is 
impoffible  to  fly.  But  when  we  fee  how  many  are  able 
to  fit  unmoved  under  the  moft  awful  threatenings  from  the 
word  of  God,  bow  many  continue  unchanged  under  the 
moft  alarming  difpenfations  of  Providence,  our  thoughts 
are  immediately  carried  to  the  unfearchable  depth  of  the 
divine  counfels ;  and  we  muft  fay  with  our  bleffed  Saviour 
44  Even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight  ;** 
or  with  the  apoftle  Paul, "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is 
"  hid  to  them  that  are  loft :  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
"  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not,  left  the 
"  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  image  of 
"  God,  fhould  fhine  unto  them."f 

The  fecret  counfel  of  the  moft  High,  however,  though 
we  muft  adore  with  reverence,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  to 
comprehend.  What  influence  this  has  upon  the  final 
ftate  of  particular  perfons,  no  man  in  the  prefent  life  is, 
and  probably  no  created  being  fhall  ever  be,  able  fully  to 
explain.     This  only  we  know,  that  it  is  not  fuch  as  to 

*  Luke  x.  21.  t  a  G*r.  iv.  3*  4. 
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totaavay  the  guilt  of  fin,  or  deftroy  the  efficacy  of  means. 
A  kak  of  duty  therefore  conftrains  us  to  refume  the  ardu- 
ous and  difficult  talk,  intreating  the  afliftance  and  bleffing 
of  God,  under  a  firm  perfuafion  that  he  will  hear  the  pray- 
«r  of  faith,  and  make  his  own  word  "  quick  and  powerful, 
"iharperthan  any  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the 
"  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and 
"  the  marrow,  and  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents 
tt  of  the  heart." 

The  fubjeft  I  have  made  choice  of,  and  intend  to  han- 
dle in  the  enfuing  treatife,  immediately  regards  the  fub- 
itance  of  religion,  and  is  happily  as  little  entangled  in 
controverfy  as  any  that  could  be  named.  We  are  told 
that  "  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the 
u  kingdom  of  God. "  In  this  all  parties,  every  profeffi- 
on  and  denomination  of  Chriftians,  do  or  ought  to  agree. 
By  whatever  name  you  are  called,  wh&tfoever  leader  yon 
profefs  to  follow,  whatever  ordinances  y6u  enjoy,  if  you 
ire  not  "  born  again,"  you  fhall  not  enter  into  the  king- 
of  God. 

That  manner  of  preaching  the  gofpel,  explaining  or 
recommending  divine  truth,  appear*  to  me  moft  profi- 
table, which  brings  ofteneft  into  view,  or,  rather,  never 
lofes  view  of  the  great  and  effential  difference  between  be- 
lievers and  unbelievers,  faints  and  finners,  heirs  of  glory 
and  heirs  of  hell.  Thefe  are  mixed  together  on  earth. 
They  have  common  privileges  as  men  and  citizens.  They 
cannot  be  certainly  diftinguifhed  by  human  obfervation ; 
for  though  the  image  of  God  (hines  in  a  bright  and  fenfi- 
ble  manner  in  fome  on  the  one  hand,  and  fome'bear  very 
plain  and  deadly  fymptoms  on  the  other,  whofe  ftate  may 
>e  determined  with  little  hazard  of  mi  flake ;  yet,  in  the 
ntermediate  degrees,  there  are  multitudes  whofe  real  cha- 
after  is  known  only  to  God.  What  then  can  be  faid 
nore  awakening,  and  at  the  fame  time,  more  certainly 
rue,  than  that  every  hearer  of  the  gofpel,  and  every  rea- 
er  of  fuch  a  treatife  as  this,  is  either  reconciled  to  God 
nd  the  objeft  of  his  love,  or  at  enmity  with  God,  having 
neither  part  nor  portion"  in  his  favor ;  and  as  many 
$  die  in  this  laft  condition,  fhall  be  the  everlafting  monu* 
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ments  of  divine  wrath.  How  important  a  diftin&ioti  1 
and  can  any  man  refrain  from  faying,  "  Lord  thou  know- 
u  eft  all  things — to  which  of  thefe  claffes  do  I  belong  ?,f 

But  there  is  fomething,  if  poflible,  (till  more  prefling  in 
the  pafiage  of  fcripture  which  I  have  placed  at  the  head  of 
this  difcourfe.     Not  only  are  all  men  of  two  different  and 
oppoiite  chara&ers  now,  but  all  men  are  originally  of  one 
charafter,  unfit  for  the  kingdom  of  God ;  unlefs  a  change 
has  paft  upon  them  they  continue  fo ;  and  unlefs  a  change 
do  pafs  upon  them  hereafter,  they  muft  be  for  ever  ex- 
cluded.    This  our  Lord  introduces  with  a  llrong  affevc- 
ration,  and  fignal  note  of  importance :  "  Verily,  verily,.I 
44  fay  unto  you,  Except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee 
41  the  kingdom  of  God."     Thefe  words  were  fpokento 
Nicodemus,  a  ruler  of  the  Jews.     This  "  matter  in  lfraclw 
came  to  Jefus  by  night.     Convinced  he  feems  to  have 
been  of  the  power  which  attended  his  minifiry,  but,  under 
a  ftill  ftronger  attachment  to  his  worldly  intereft,  he  durft 
not  openly  avow  his  convi&ion.     Our  Lord,  at  once  to 
enlighten  his  mind  with  the  moft  falutary  of  all  truths, 
and  level  his  pride  of  underftanding  by  the  manner  of 
conveying  it,  faith  to  him,  u  Except  a  man  be  born  aga'Wi 
u  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."     This  appears  to 
have  been  extremely  aftonifhing,  by  his  anfwer  in  the  fol- 
lowing verfe ;  "  Nicodemus  faith  unto  him,  How  can  a 
44  man  be  born  when  he  is  old  ?  Can  he  enter  the  fecond 
44  time  into  his  mother's  womb  and  be  born  ?" 

It  is  not  my  purpofe  to  give  a  tedious  explication  of  the 
paflage,  or  entertain  the  reader  with  a  protufion  of  criti- 
cifm  upon  the  words.  This  expreflion,  the  kingdonvoi 
God,  hath  various  fignifications  in  fcripture,  but  chiefly 
two  in  the  New  Teftament,  (i.)  The  gofpel  difpenfationi 
or  government  of  the  Mefliah,  as  diftinguiflied  from  th< 
preceding  periods ;  (2.)  The  kingdom  of  heaven,  wher< 
the  fincere  difciples  of  Chrift  fliall  be  put  in  full  poffeffioi 
of  the  hleffings  of  his  purchafe.  I  take  it  to  be  the  laft  c 
thefe,  that  is,  either  only,  of  chiefly  intended  in  this  place 
Both  of  them,  indeed,  may  be  meant  in  their  proper  01 
der,  and  for  their  different  purpofes.  An  open  profefTioi 
And  receiving  the  external  badge,  was  necefTary  to  a  con 
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cealcd  friend  and  cowardly  difciple ;  but  a  right  to  the 
ipiritual  privileges  of  the  gofpel,  and  the  promite  of  eter- 
nal life,  was  the  only  thing  that  could  make  the  profelfion 
valuable  or  defirable.     Accordingly  our  Saviour  feems  to 
/peak  of  both  in 'his  reply  to  Nicodemus's    admiflion  in- 
to  the  vifible  church  by  baptifm,  and  renovation  by  the 
Holy  GholK      Jefus  anfwered,  M  Verily  I  fay  unto  thee, 
44  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he 
"  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God." 

I  am  fenfible  that  regeneration  or  the  new-birth  is  a 
fubject,  at  prefent,  very  unfafliionable ;  or,  at  leail,  a  ftile 
of  language  which  hath  gone  very  much  into  deiuetude. 
It  is,  however,  a  fubjeft  of  unfpeakable  moment,  or,  ra- 
ther, it  is  the  one  fubjett  in  which  all  others  meet  as  in  a 
centre.     The  grand  enquiry,  in  comparifon  of  which  eve- 
ry thing  elfe,  how  excellent  foever,  is  but  fpecious  trifling. 
What  doth  it  fignify,  though  you  have  food  to  eat  in  plen- 
ty, and  variety  of  raiment  to  put  on,  if  you  are  not  born 
again  :  if  after  a  few  mornings  and  evenings  fpent  in  un- 
thinking mirth,  fenfuality  and  riot,  you  die  in  your  fins, 
and  lie  down  in  forrow  ?  What  doth  it  fignify,  though 
you  are  well  accomplilhed  in  every  other  refpedt,  to  aft 
your  part  in  life,  if  you  meet  at  laft  with  this  repulfe  from 
the  Supreme  Judge,  u  Depart  from  me,  I  know  you  not, 
41  ye  workers  of  iniquity  :" 

If  this  lubjett  is,  indeed,  unfafliionable  and  negle&ed, 
we  are  miferably  deceiving  ourfelves.  If  a  new  nature  is 
neceflary,  to  attempt  to  repair  and  new  model  the  old  will 
be  found  to  lie  loft  labor.  If  the  fpring  is  polluted  and 
continues  fo,  what  a  vain  and  fruitlefs  attempt  is  it  to  en- 
deavor, by  addition,  or  by  foreign  mixture,  to  purify  the 
ftreams.  Juft  fo  it  is  by  no  means  fufficient,  or,  to  fpeak 
more  properly,  it  is  altogether  impoflible,  to  reform  the 
irregularities  and  vicious  lives  of  finners,  and  bring  them 
to  a  real  conformity  to  the  law  of  God,  till  their  hearts  are 
renewed  and  changed.  It  is  like  rearing  up  an  old  fabric, 
adding  to  its  towers,  and  painting  its  walls,  while  the  foun- 
dation is  gone.  See  what  the  prophet  Ezekiel  fays  of  fuch 
fbolifh  builders,  "  Wo  to  the  foolifh  prophets — becaufe, 
14  even  becaufe  they  have  feduced  my  people,  faying, 
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"  Peace,  and  there  was  no  peace ;  and  one  built  u 
"  wall,  and  lo,  others  daubed  it  with  untempered  mort 
"  fay  unto  them  which  daub  it  with  untempered  mort 
"  that  it  fhall  fall :  there  (hall  be  an  overflowing  fhow 
"  and  ye,  O  great  hailftones,  (hall  fall,  and  a  ftormy  wi 
tt  Audi  rent  it."* 

But,  perhaps,  the  fubftance  of  the  do&rine  is  retair 

while  the  language  is  held  in  derifion.     We  are  told, 

is  but  a  figurative  expreflion,  and  the  fame  in  its  meani 

with  repentance  or  reformation.     Doubtlefs  it  is  fo.    A 

it  were  greatly  to  be  wiflied,  that  many  did  thorougj 

underftand  what  is  implied  in  repentance  unto  life.     I 

the  reader  is  intreated  to  obferve,  that  it  is  a  metaphor  i 

quently  ufed  in  the  holy  fcripture.     I  think,  alfo,  it  i; 

metaphor  of  peculiar  propriety  and  force  ;  well  adapt 

to  bring  into  view  both  the  nature  of  the  change  which 

defcribes,  and  the  means  by  which  it  is  accomplifhed. 

there  are  any  who  in  writing,  or  fpeakingon  this  fubje 

have  introduced  or  invented  unfcriptural  phrafes,    ai 

gone  into  unintelligible  myfticifm,  this  is  neither  wond< 

ful  in  itfelf,  nor  ought  it  to  be  any  injury  or  difparageme 

to  the  truth.     There  is  no  fubjett  either  of  divine  or  h 

man  learning,  on  which  fome  have  not  written  weak! 

fooliflily  or  erroneoufly ;  but  that  ought  not  to  excite  ai 

averfion  to  the  do&rine  itfelf,  which  hath  been  pervert 

or  abufed.     I  pray,  that  God  may  enable  me  to  write  u 

on  this  interefting  fubjett,  in  a  clear,  intelligible  and  co 

vincing  manner ;  to  fupport  the  truth  from  the  evident 

of  fcripture  and  reafon ;  to  refolve,  in  a  fatisfying  mann* 

any  objections  that  may  feem  to  lie  againft  it ;  but,  aboi 

all,  to  carry  it  home  with  a  perfuafive  force  upon  the  coi 

fcience  and  heart-    I  contend  for  no  phrafes  of  man's  ii 

vention,  but  for  fuch  as  I  find  in  the  holy  fcriptures;  froi 

thefe  I  am  refolved,  through  the  grace  of  God,  never  to  d 

part.     And,  in  the  mean  time,  I  adopt  the  words  of  tl 

eminent  and  ufeful  Dr.  Doddridge,  "  If  this  do&rine,  i 

44  one  form  or  another,  be  generally  taught  by  my  bn 

44  thren  in  the  miniftry,  I  rejoice  in  it  for  their  own  fake 

*  Eaek.  xiii.  io,  n. 
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"  as  veil  as  for  that  of  the  people  who  are  under  their 


44  ait." 


The  plan  of  the  following  treatife  is  this  : 

L  To  make  fome  general  obfervations  upon  the  meta- 
phor ufed  by  the  apoftle  John,  "  Except  a  man  be  born 
M  again  ;w  and  the  fame,  or  fimilar  expreffions,  to  be  found 
mother  parts  of  the  word  of  God. 

D.  To  lhew  wherein  this  change  doth  properly  and 
dire&ly  confift,  together  with  fome  of  its  principal  evi- 
dences and  efife&s. 

UL  To  lhew  by  what  fteps,  or  by  what  means,  it  is 
flfinlly  brought  about. 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  to  improve  the  fubjeft,  by  a  few 
praftical  addreffes  to  perfons  of  different  characters. 


r  \ 
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Some  general  observations  on  the  metaphor  used  by  the  Apostle 
John,  Kxcfpt  a  man  be  born  again,  and  the  same  or 
similar  expressions^  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the  ward 
bfGod. 

ITdeferves  the  ferious  attention  of  every  Chriftian,  that, 
as  this  declaration  was  made  by  our  Saviour  in  a  very 
folemn  manner,  and  by  a  very  peculiar  metaphor,  fo  this 
is  not  the  fingle  paflage  in  which  the  fame  metaphor  is 
ufed.     We  find  it  in  the  Apoftle  Paul's  epiftle  to  Titus, 
Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have  done,  but 
according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the  wafhing  of 
regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."*     Wc 
find  one  perfe&ly  fimilar  to  it,  in  the  fame  apoftle's  fecond 
epiftle  to  the  Corinthians,  "  Therefore  if  any  man  be  in 
44  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  paft  away, 
41  behold,  all  things  are  become  new."f     It  is  el fe where 
called  a  new  creation,  with  reference  to  the  power  exert- 
ed in  the  produdtion :    u  For  we  are  his  workmanfliip, 
41  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  unto  good  works,  which  God 
44  hath  before  ordained  that  we  fliould  walk  in  them."J 
It  is  ftill  a  figure  ot  the  fame  kind  that  is  ufed  when  we 
are  exhorted  u  to  put  off,  concerning  the  former  conver- 
14  fation,  the  old  man,  which  is  corrupt  according  to  the 
44  deceitful  lufts  :  and  to  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  our 
u  mind ;  and  put  on  the  new  man,  which  after  God  is 
4<  created  in  righteoufnefs,    and   true  holinefs"*       To 
name  no  more  pafiages,  the  real  believer  is  faid  to  be 
44  born  of  God  ;"j|  in  which  the  very  expreflion  of  the 
text  is  repeated,  and  the  change  attributed  to  God  as  his 
proper  work. 

Whoever  believes  in  the  perfettion  of  the  fcriptures 
will  readily  admit,  that  it  is  intended  we  fhould  learn 
fomething  from  this  very  way  of  fpeaking  itfelf.  Let  us 
therefore  confider  what  may  be  fafely  deduced  from  it 
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is  I  would  not  willingly  ftrain  the  metaphor,  and 
cm  it  any  uncertain  conclusion  ;  fo  it  is  no  part  of 
fign  to  run  it  out  into  an  extraordinary  length, 
mailer  refemblances  might  eafily  be  formed  be- 
the  image  and  the  truth,  b:tf  they  would  be  more 
than  ufeful.  The  reader  is  only  entreated  to  at- 
a  few  leading  truths,  which  feem  naturally  to  arffe 
is  metaphor,  and  may  be  both  fup ported  and  il- 
1  from  the  whole  tenor  of  fcripture  do&rine. 

SECT,     I. 

\  this  expression*  Except  a  man  be  born  again  »e 
;>t  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  we  may  learn  the 
tness  of  that  change  which  must  pass  upon  every 
?f A,dam,  before  he  can  become  an  heir  of  life. 

1  ftronger  expreflion  could  have  been  chofen  to 
ignify  a  great  and  remarkable  change  of  ftate  and 
?r,  whether  we  lake  the  metaphor  in  a  flri&er  or  a 
mfe.  If  we  take  the  metaphor  in  a  ftritter  fenfe, 
be  intended  to  point  out  the  change  of  ftate  in  an 
tewly  born,  from  what  it  was  in,  immediately  be- 
birth.  The  manner  of  its  exigence,  of  deriving 
ifhment,  the  ufe  and  application  of  its  faculties,  and 
es  and  enjoyments,  are  all  entirely  different.  If 
the  metaphor  in  a  loofer  fenfe,  being  born  may  be 
*ed  as  the  beginning  of  our  cxiftence.  To  this 
e  feem  to  be  dire&ed  by  the  other  expreflions,  of 
:reated  in  Ghrifl  Jefus,  and  made  new  creatures, 
ot  this  (till  teach  us  the  greatnefs  of  the  change  ? 
tft  be  entirely  different  from  what  we  were  before, 
:r^ature  differs  from  another,'  or  as  that  which  be- 
be  at  any  time,  is  not,  nor  cannot  be  the  fame, 
lat  did  formerly  exift. 

may  alfo  be  well  fupported  from  a  variety  of  other 
\  of  fcripture,  and  is  a  confequence  of  different 
ontained  in  the  word  of  God.  For  example,  our 
ltate  is,  in  fcripture,  compared  to  death,  and  our 
y  to  our  being  reflored  to  life.     Thus  the  apoftle 
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Paul  in  writing  to  the  EpheGans  fays,  "  And  you  hath  he 
"  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins.**  And 
a  little  after,  "  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy,  for  his 
"  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we  were 
"  dead  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift.M* 
To  the  fame  purpofe  the  apoftle  John  fays,  "  We  know 
"  that  we  have  palled  from  death  to  life."f  The  change 
is  fometimes  described  by  patting  from  darknefs  to  light, 
than  which  two  things,  none  can  (land  in  greater  oppofi- 
tion  to  one  another.  "  Ye  were  fometimes  darknefs,  but 
"  now  are  ye  light  in  the  Lord."{  Every  one  mull  be 
fenfible  how  eafy  it  would  be  to  multiply  paflages  of  the 
fame  kind.  But  this  I  forbear,  and  only  wifti  we  bad  all 
of  us  a  deep  impreffion  of  the  meaning  and  importance  of 
thefe  upon  Our  hearts. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  however,  to  obferve  how  plain- 
ly the  fame  truth  appears  from  the  power  which  the  fcrip- 
ture  reprefents  as  exerted,  in  bringing  a  firmer  from  a 
flatc  of  nature  to  a  flate  of  grace.  It  is  conftantly  af- 
firmed to  be  the  work  of  God,  the  effeft  of  his  power,  nay, 
the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power.  "  By  grace  ye  are 
"  are  faved,  through  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is 
"  the  gift  of  God. "||  "  Work  out  your  own  falvation 
"  with  fear  and  trembling,  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
"  you  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure.^[  And  what 
"  is  the  exceeding  greatnefs  of  his  power  to  us  ward  who 
"  believe,  according  to  the  working  of  his  mighty  power 
"  which  he  wrought  in  Chrift  when  he  raifed  him  from 
"  the  dead,"**  Now  is  there  any  need  of  a  divine  agent 
to  perform  a  work  of  no  moment  ?  Would  it  be  celebra- 
ted as  an  effecl  of  the  power  of  God,  if  it  were  not  truly 
great? 

Let  me  now,  in  the  moll  earned  manner,  befeech  every 
perfon  who  reads  thefe  lines,  to  confider  deliberately  with 
himfelf  what  is  the  import  of  this  truth,  and  how  firmly  it 
is  eftablifliecl.  It  appears  that  regeneration,  repentance, 
conversion ,  or  call  it  what  you  will,  is  a  very  great  change 

"  Eph.  ii.  i,  4,  j.    t  *  John  iij.  14.     $  £ph.  *■  H-     "  Ep*>  •'■  ** 
f  Phil.  ii.  11.         *•  Eph.  i.  19, 
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e  (late  in  which  every  man  comes  into  the  world. 
>pears  from  our  Saviour's  aflertion,  that  we  mud 
rrn  again."  It  appears  from  a  great  variety  of  other 
-e  phrafes,  and  is  the  certain  confequence  of  fome 
mod  eflential  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel. 
i  what  jealoufy  ought  this  to  fill  many  of  the  fiate 
fouls  ?  Hqw  flight  and  inconfiderable  a  thing  is  it, 
Ji  multitudes  partes  for  religion  ?  efpecially  in  thefe 
:  Jerenity  and  funihine  to  the  church,  when  they  are 
npelled  by  danger  to  weigh  the  matter  with  delibe- 
1  A  fevv  cold  forms,  ^  little  outward  decency,  fome 
sfires,  rather  than  endeavors,  is  all  they  can  afford 
iring  their  everlafting  happinefs.  Can  the  weak- 
d  infufficiency  of  thefe  things  poflibly  appear  in  a 
r  light  than  when  true  religion  is  confidered  as  a 
nation,  and  a  fecond  birth  ?  If  the  infpired  writers 
ved  to  exprefs  themfelves  either  with  propriety  or 
t  is  painful  to  think  of  the  unhappy  deluded  fiate  of 
t  a  number  of  our  fellow-finners. 
1  fo  great  a  change  take  place,  and  yet  have  no  vi- 
Fe£t?  Had  any  great  change  happened  in  your 
r  circumftances,  from  riches  to  poverty,  or  from 
'  to  riches,  all  around  you  would  have  fpeedily  dif- 
it.  Had  any  fuch  change  happened  in  your  health, 
)een  impoffible  to  conceal  it.  Had  it  happened  in 
itelle&ual  accomplifhments,  from  ignorance  to 
dge,  it  would  have  been  quickly  celebrated.  How 
it  then  to  be  quite  undifcernable,  when  it  is  from 
olinefe  ?  I  am  fenfible  that  men  are  very  ingenious 
lying  their  condudt,  and  very  fuccefsful  in  deceiv- 
mfelves.  They  will  tell  us  that  religion  is  a  hidden 
lot  to  be  feen  by  the  world,  but  lying  open  to  his 
ho  judge th  the  fecrets  of  all  hearts.  And  doubt- 
\  is,  in  one  view,  a  great  truth :  true  religion  is  not 
o  oftentation ;  diffident  of  itfelf,  it  is  unwilling  to 
i  much,  left  it  fliould  be  found  wanting.  But  it 
3  be  confidered  that,  however  concealed  the  inward 
le  may  be,  the  pra&ical  effe&s  muft  of  neceffity 
As  one  table  of  the  moral  jaw  confifts  entirely 
luty  to  others,  whoever  is  bom  again,  and  renew- 
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ed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  will  be  found  a  quite  different 
perfon  from  what  he  was  before,  in  his  converfation  with 
his  fellow-creatures. 

Hypocritical  pretences  to  extraordinary  fanftity  are  in- 
deed highly  criminal  in  themfelves,  and  extremely  odious 
in  the  fight  of  God.  But  the  prefent  age  does  not  feem 
to  have  the  leaft  tendency  to  this  extreme.  There  is  ano- 
ther thing  tfluch  rtiore  common,  not  leis  abfurd*  and  infi- 
nitely more  dangerous  to  mankind  in  general :  a  demand 
upon  the  public,  that,  by  an  extraordinary  effort  of  chip 
rity,  they  fhould  always  iuppofe  the  reality  of  religion  in 
the  heart,  when  there  is  not  the  leaft  fymptom  of  it  in  the 
life.  Nay,  feme  are  hardly  fatisfied  even  with  this,  bnf 
infift  that  men  fhould  believe  well  of  others,  not  only 
without,  but  againil  evidence.  A  bad  opinion  expreffed 
of  a  man,  even  upqn  the  moft  open  inftances  of  profanity, 
is  often  anfwered  with,  u  What  have  you  to  do  to  judge 
the  heart  ?"  It  is  amazing  to  think  what  inward  confoli- 
tion  finners  derive  to  themfelves  from  this  ciaim  of  for- 
bearance from  their  fellow-creatures.  Let  me  befeech  all 
fiich  to  confider,  that  as  God  cannot  be  deceived,  and 
will  not  be  mocked,  fo  in  truth  they  ufually  deceive  none 
but  themfelves.  Every  humart  affe&ion,  when  it  is  ftrorig 
and  lively,  will  difcover  itfelf  by  its  apparent  effefts ; 
and  it  is  as  true  of  religious  affeftions  as  of  any  other,  that 
"  the  tree  is  known  by  its  fruits." 

But  if  they  have  reafon  to  fufpeft  themfelves  whofe 
change  is  not  vifible  to  others,  how  much  more  thofe,  who, 
if  they  deal  faithfully,  muft  confefs  they  are  quite  ftrafr 
gers  to  any  fuch  thing  in  their  own  hearts.  I  do  not 
mean  that  every  perfon  fhould  be  able  to  give  an  account 
of  the  time  and  manner  of  his  converfion.  This  is  often 
effected  in  fo  flow  and  gradual  a  manner,  that  it  cannot 
be  confined  to  a  precife  or  particular  period.  But  furelj 
thofe  who  are  no  way  fenfible  of  any  change  in  the  courli 
of  their  afledtions,  and  the  obje&s  at  which  they  an 
pointed,  can  fcarcely  think  that  they  are  born  again,  or  b 
able  to  affix  a  proper  meaning  to  fo  ftrong  an  expreffion 
I  have  read  an  obfervation  of  an  eminent  author,  Tha 
thefe  who  cannot  remember  the  time  when  they  wcr 
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iwant  or  unlearned,  have  reafon  to  conclude  that  they 
Jo  (lill :  becaufe,  however  flow  and  infenfible  the  fteps 
mprovement  have  been,  the  effefts  will  at  laft  clearly 
ear,  by  companion  with  an  uncultivated  ftate.  In  the 
;  manner,  whoever  cannot  remember  the  time  Vvhen 
;rved  the  former  lulls  in  his  ignorance,  has  reafon  to 
:lude  that  no  change  deferving  the  name  of  regenera- 
,  has  ever  yet  taken  place. 

:  will  be,  perhaps,  accounted  an  exception  to  this,  that 
•  are  fo  early  formed  for  the  fervice  of  God,  by  his 
ing  on  a  pious  education,  and  happily  preferred  from 
entering  upon  the  deftruflive  paths  of  vice,  that  they 
tot  be  fuppofed  to  recollect  the  time  when  they  were 
unity  with  God.  But  this  is  an  objection  of  no  con. 
nice.  The  perfons  here  defcribed  have  generally  fo 
h  tendernefs  of  conscience,  fo  deep  a  fenfe  of  the  evil 
i,  that  of  all  others,  they  will  mod  readily  difcover 
confefs  the  workings  of  corruption  in  their  own  hearts, 
that  "  law  in  their  members  that  warreth  againft  the 
w  of  God  in  their  minds."  They  will  be  of  all  others 
t  fenfible  of  the  gt-owth  of  the  new,  and  mortification 
re  old  nature  ;  and  will  often  remember  the  folly  and 
ity  of  youth,  in  inftances  that  by  moft  others  would 
j  been  reckoned  perfedUy  harmlefs. 
Vhat  hath  been  faid  in  this  feftion,  is  exprefsly  defign- 
0  awaken  fuch  fecure  and  carelefs  formalifts  as  may 
-  any  general  belief  of  the  word  of  God.  To  be  born 
n  muft  be  a  great  change.  Can  you  then  fuppofe  that 
have  undergone  this,  not  only  without  any  applica- 
to  it,  but  without  fo  much  as  being. fenfible  of  it,  or 
ig  able  to  difcover  its  proper  efiedls. 

SECT.    II. 

s  expression,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  and  othrr 
Imilar  expressions,  imply,  that  the  change  here  intended 
{  not  merely  partial,  but  universal. 

.  NEW  birth  evidently  implies  an  univerfal  change. 
^  It  muft  be  of  the  whole  man,  not  in  fome  particu- 
,  but  in  all  without  exception.     As  this  is  a  truth 
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which  naturally  arifes  from  the  fubjeft,  fo  it  is  a  truth  of 
the  laft  moment  and  importance,  which  merits  the  moft 
ferious  attention  of  all  thofe  who  defire  to  keep  themfelves 
from  illufion  and  felf-deceit  in  this  iqterefling  queftion. 

Innumerable  are  the  deceits  of  Satan.  If  he  cannot 
keep  finners  in  ahfolute  blindnefs  and  fecurityt  which  is 
his  firii  attempt,  he  induftrioufly  endeavors  to  pervert 
their  views  of  religion,  either  by  caufing  them  to  miftake 
appearances  for  realities,  or  fubftituting  a  part  for  the  whole. 
This  branch  of  the  fuhjett  is  of  the  more  confequence, 
that  I  am  perfuaded  it  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  great 
numbers  of  the  ordinary  hearers  of  the  gofpei  as  fiich.  The 
great  bulk  of  thofe  who  finally  fall  fhort  of  everlafting  life, 
though  they  lived  under  the  adminiflration  of  the  word 
and  lacraments,  are  ruined  by  miftakes  of  this  kiqd. 
There  are  few  of  them,  if  any  at  all,  who  have  at  no  time, 
through  their  whole  lives,  any  ferious  impreffions  about 
their  fouls,  or  do  nothing  in  the  way  of  religion.  There 
are  dill  fewer  who  are  fpeculative  unbelievers,  and  fortify 
themfelves  in  their  profane  pra&ices,  by  irreligious  prin- 
ciples. The  far  greatefl  number  do  lbme  things,  and 
abftain  from  others,  to  quiet  the  inward  complaints  of  con- 
icience,  and  mud  have  fome  broken  reed  or  other,  on 
which  they  may  reft  their  eternal  hopes. 

It  might  ferve  in  general  to  alarm  fuch  perfons,  that, 
as  I  have  obferved  above,  the  change  is  evidently  very 
great,  and  therefore  they  ought  not  eafily  to  fuppofe  thsjt 
it  is  already  pad.  But  I  now  add  fomething  (till  more 
awakening,  that  the  change,  however  great,  if  it  is  oply 
partial,  is  not  fuch  as  is  neceflary  to  falvation.  There  qiay 
be  a  change  truly  great  in  fome  particulars,  from  one  pe- 
riod of  life  to  another,  not  only  fenfible  to  a  man's  felf, 
-but  vifible  and  remarkable  to  others  about  him,  which  yet 
is  not  faving,  becaufe  it  is  not  general,  or  becaufe  it  is  not 
permanent.  The  truth  of  this  obfervation,  that  the  change 
mud  be  univerfal,  appears  from  the  conftant  tenor  of  the 
holy  fcriptures.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  fays,  "  then  ihall  I 
44  aot  be  afhamed,  when  I  have  refpeft  unto  all  thy  com- 
"  mandments.?'*    And  the  apoftle  James, "  Whofoevpr 

*  Pfrl.  cxix.  6. 
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•  flail  keep  the  whole  law,  and  yet  offend  in  one  point, 
"be  is  guilty  of  all."*  It  is  indeed,  fo  much  the  Ian- 
gmge  of  fcripture,  that  it  is  needlefs  to  infill  upon  it.  God 
will  beferved  without  a  rival,  and  will  not  fhare  domini- 
on with  any  in  the  human  heart.  But  what  I  am  perfua- 
ded  will  be  of  mod  ufe  upon  this  fubjeft,  will  be  to  point 
cmt,  in  a.  few  particulars,  by  what  means  a  partial  change 
is  fometimes  brought  about,  and  how  this  differs  from  that 
which  is  faving  and  universal. 

1.  In  the  firft  place,  fometimes  a  partial  change  in 
point  of  morals,  is  produced  merely  by  a  natural  or  ac- 
cidental change  in  age,  temper,  or  fituation.  There  are 
different  fins  to  which  men  are  additled  in  the  different 
periods  or  ftages  of  the  human  life.  Thefe,  of  confe- 
qucnce,  give  way  to,  and  are  fucceeded  by  one  another. 
There  are,  indeed,  inftances  of  extraordinary  depravati- 
on in  feme  perfons,  who  "  felling  themfelves"  like  Ahab, 
to  work  iniquity,  become  the  flaves  of  almoft  every  evil 
habit  incident  to  human  nature.  Thefe,  however,  are 
efteemed  monfters  even  by  the  world  in  general,  who  con- 
tinue in  the  commiffion  of  every  fin  while  they  can,  and 
bum  with  defires  after  them  when  they  cannot.  But  it 
often  happens  that  the  folly  and  levity,  nay,  even  the  dif- 
folute  licentioufnefs  of  youth,  gives  way  to  the  ambitious 
projects  of  riper  years,  and  the  hurry  of  an  adtive  life ; 
and  thefe  again  are  fucceeded  by  fordid,  felfifh,  and  cove- 
tous old  age.  In  many  cafes  the  fins  are  changed,  but  the 
dtfpofition  to  fin  and  averfion  from  God,  remains  (till  the 
lame.  One  fin  may  be  eafily  fupplantecl  by  another,  in 
a  heart  that  is  wholly  a  ftranger  to  renewing  grace.  How 
goeatly  then  may  men  deceive  themfelves,  by  drawing 
favorable  conclusions  from  even  a  great  and  remarkable 
change  in  fome  one  or  more  particulars,  while  they  con- 
tinue under  the  government  of  fins  of  a  different  kind.  It 
is  of  fmall  confequence  which  of  the  commandments  of 
God  are  tranfgreffed,  fince  they  are  all  of  equal  and  in- 
difpenfable  obligation.  It  is  of  little  moment  for  a  man  tb 
get  quit  of  one  diftemper,  by  contracting  another  equally 
inveterate,  and  as  certainly  mortal.     What  profit  was  it 

*  Jamc?  ii.  10, 
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to  die  Pharifee  that  he  was  not  an  extortioner  like  th 
publican  ?  his  pride  rendered  him  dill  more  odious  an 
deteilable  in  the  fight  of  God. 

I  may  add  here,  that  befides  the  common  and  neceflar 
change  of  age  and  temper,  a  change  of  fituation,  employ 
ment  and  connexions,  will  fometimes  wean  a  man  fron 
one  fin  and  introduce  an  attachment  tp  another.  If  th 
temptation  is  removed,  the  fire  may  be  extinguiihtd  fo 
want  of  fuel.  The  inclination  to  fin  in  fome  kinds  ma 
be  thus  occafionally  weakened,  or  the  commiffion  of  i 
rendered  impoflible.  It  is  eafy  to  fee  that  fuch  a  chang 
as  this  can  be  of  no  avail  in  the  fight  of  God ;  or  ratha 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  it  is  only  an  apparent,  and  n 
real  change  at  all.  It  is  a  difference  of  effefit  from  an  al 
teration  of  cirqumftances,  but  arifing  from  the  very  farm 
caufe.  Are  there  not  many  who  may  apply  this  refle&ia 
to  themfelves  ?  Are  there  not  many  who  have  ceafed  ti 
fin  in  fome  refpe£ts,  becaufe  they  have  begun  to  fin  ii 
others  ?  Are  there  not  many  who  are  abufed  and  decciv 
ed  by  this  delufory  view  ?  who  take  comfort  to  themielve 
by  remembering  fome  fpecies  of  fins  or  follies  which  the; 
now  fincerely  and  heartily  defpife  ?  Take  heed  that  thi 
be  not  entirely  owing  to  your  progrefs  through  life,  or 
change  of  circumftances  and  fituation.  Are  you  not  fti 
living  as  much  to  yourfelves  as  ever  ?  as  much  averl 
from  a  life  of  love  to,  and  communion  with  God,  as  ever 
Remember,  that  though  your  condutt  may  be  wifer  an 
more  prudent,  and  your  character  more  refpe&able  in  tl 
world  than  before,  this  is  no  proof  of  regeneration ;  aT 
44  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kin 
44  dom  of  God." 

2.  Sometimes  a  partial  change  is  produced  by  ftroi 
occafional  conviftions,  either  from  the  word  or  providen 
of  God.  There  are  many  inftances  in  which  convidtio: 
of  fin  are  raifed  in  the  minds  of  the  hearers  of  the  gofjx 
which  continue  in  great  force  for  fome  time,  and  have 
partial  effett  which  ftili  remains,  JSven  a  Felix  is  fom 
times  made  to  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment 
come.  It  is  very  certain  that  natural  conference,  wht 
awakened  by  the  word  of  God,  will  both  reftrain  from  fi 
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excite  to  duty,  even  while  fin  hath  the  dominion  upon 
whole.  As  the  fpirit  luiteth  againft  the  flefh,  and  the 
again  ft  the  fpirit,  in  believers,  fo  confeience,  the 
ie  witnefs  in  the  hearts  of  unbelievers,  may  urge  to 
ractice  of  duty  in  a  certain  meafure,  when  it  is  not 
to  change  the  heart  inwardly  and  univerfally.  Ic 
deter  from  tins  to  which  the  attachment  is  lefs  (Irong, 
whilfl  it  is  not  able  to  expel  a  darling  lull,  or  de- 
e  a  favorite  idol. 

icre  is  a  remarkable  example  of  this  character  in 
i,  and  his  behavior  to  John  Baptift.  We  are  lold 
5  evangelift  Mark,  that  Herod  "  feared  John,  know- 
that  he  was  a  juft  man  and  an  holy,  and  obferved 
1,  and  when  he  heard  him  he  did  many  things,  and 
rd  him  gladly."  *  That  is  to  fay,  he  did  many  fuch 
»  as  were  lead  contrary  to  the  bent  of  corrupt  affec- 

Butthat  the  change  was  not  entire  is  plain;  for 
he  was  reproved  for  his  beloved  lull,  it  only  ferved 
lame  his  refentment,  and  he  took  away  the  life  of  his 
ver.  We  find  that  Ahabking  of  Ifracl,  of  whom  it 
i  that  he  "  did  more  to  provoke  the  Lord  God  of 
el  to  anger  than  all  that  went  before  him,r  yet  hum- 
rimfelf  on  the  denunciation  of  divine  wrath,  and  was 

penitent  as  ferved  to  procure  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
>ral  ftroke. 

appears,  indeed,  from  innumerable  inftances  in 
Lire,  as  well  as  from  daily  experience,  that  there  are 
>rary  convidYions  raifed  in  the  minds  of  many,  both 
5  word  and  providence  of  God.  It  is  alfo  certain, 
icre  are  imperfedt  efFedls  of  thefe  convi&ions,  which 
continue  a  confiderable  time,  or  rather  are  perpetu- 
ough  they  are  ftill  only  partial.  Many  finners, 
h  they  continue  unrenewed,  yet  dare  not  return  to 
ime  unbounded  licence  as  before.  Nay,  there  are 
fins,  under  the  penal  effedts  of  which  they  have  fe- 
r  fmarted,  which  they  never  dare  afterwards  to  in- 
•  We  have  a  very  remarkable  national  in  (lance  of 
nperfett  reformation  in  the  Jews.  They  were  at 
lamefully  and  amazingly  prone  to  idolatry,  and  con- 

*  Mark  vi.  2o« 

<i.  1.  o 
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tinued  To  under  repeated  ftrokes,  till  the  terrible  defoliati- 
on they  met  with  at  the  Babylonifh  captivity ;  from  that 
period  however,  notwithftanding  their  great  guilt  in  other 
particulars,  they  never  returned  to  idolatry,  but  to  this 
day  continue  to  have  the  deeped  abhorrence  of  that  ca- 
pital crime. 

There  are  many  particular  perfons  in  the  fame  filiati- 
on. Some  fins  which  have  lain  heavy  on  their  continences, 
or  for  which  they  have  feverely  fuffered  in  the  courfe  of 
Providence,  they  will  not  commit ;  but  others,  one  or 
more,  which  may  be  called  their  u  own  iniquity ,"  they 
hold  faft,  and  will  not  let  them  go.  Are  there  not  diffe- 
rent degrees  of  depravation  and  obftinacy  to  be  found  in 
different  finners,  as  well  as  different  degrees  of  holinefe, 
obedience,  and  fubmiflion  in  the  children  of  God  ?  And 
though  there  is  ufually  a  progrefs  in  the  firft  to  the  worfc, 
as  well  as  in  the  lad  to  the  better,  yet  ftill  there  may  be 
particular  fins  which  they  dare  not  commit,  and  particular 
duties  which  they  diligently  difcharge.  Nay,  this  partial 
charafter  is  often  the  very  thing  that  blinds  their  mindf, 
and  continues  their  fecurity  in  an  habitual  alienation  of 
heart  from  the  life  and  power  of  true  religion. 

Are  there  not  many  cuftomary  Chriftians  who  have  t 
form  of  godlinefs,  and,  though  they  are  utter  (trangers  to 
communion  with  God,  yet  nothing  will  induce  them  to 
part  with  their  form  ?  Are  there  not  many  whom  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  brand  with  the  grofler  crimes  of  profane 
fwearing,  fenfual  riot,  or  unclean  lull,  who  yet  have  their 
hearts  fet  upon  the  world,  which  they  love  and  purfue, 
and  on  which  they  reft  with  complacency,  as  their  fweet- 
eft  portion  ?  Are  all  outwardly  decent  and  fober  perfons 
ready  to  take  up  che  crofs,  and  follow  their  mafter  without 
the  camp  ?  Are  they  ready  to  forfake  "  houfes  and  bre- 
"  thren,  and  fillers  and  lands,  yea,  and  their  own  life 
"  alfo,  for  his  fake  and  the  gofpel's  ?"  And  yet  without 
this  they  cannot  be  his  difciples.  There  are  many  hard 
fayings  in  religion,  which  ordinary  profeffors  cannot  bear, 
and  with  which  they  never  comply.  Remember  the  cafe 
of  the  young  man  who  came  to  our  Saviour,  and  fpoke 
with  fo  muchmodefty  and  difcretion,  but  could  not  bear 
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ircat  trial :  "  Then  Jefus  beholding  him,  loved  him, 
I  faid  unto  him,  One  thing  thou  lacked :  go  thy  way, 
whatfoever  thou  haft,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
x  (halt  have  treafure  in  heaven  ;  and  come,  take  up 
crofs  and  follow  me.  And  he  was  fad  at  that  fay- 
(  and  went  away  grieved,  for  he  had  great  poffeffi- 
■ 

Sometimes  a  partial  change  is  produced,  in  a  great 
ire,  even  by  the  love  and  attachment  which  men 
to  fome  one  darling  and  governing  fin.  The  lefs 
g  they  are  to  cut  off  the  right  hand,  and  to  pluck  out 
;ht  eye,  the  more  zealous  and  diligent  they  will  be 
sr  things,  to  atone  for  the  indulgence,  or  to  cover  it 
their  own  obfervation.  How  careful  is  a  Pharifee 
e  mint,  anife,  and  cummin,  while  he  negle&s  the 
tier  matters  of  the  law  ?  How  does  he  "  make  broad 
pbylafteries,  and  enlarge  the  borders  of  his  gar- 
it,"  while  he  is  defe&ive  in  "  judgment,  mercy  and 
i  ?"  How  did  the  ancient  Jews  come  with  thoufands 
is  and  ten  thoufand  rivers  of  oil,  while  living  in  the 
tal  neglett  of  fome  of  die  mod  important  branches 
div'rtie  law  ?  We  have  an  appofite  example  of  this 
\  condu£t  of  Saul,  when  fent  againft  Amalek :  he 
i  of  the  fpoil  what  was  good,  though  he  was  corn- 
ed to  deftroy  it,  and  then  pretended  to  make  a  free 
imanded  offering  of  facrifice  unto  God,  for  which  he 
ith  this  juft  and  fevere  reprimand  :  "  Hath  the  Lord 
Teat  delight  in  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in 
ping  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is  better 
i  facrifice,  and  to  hearken  than  the  fat  of  ranis.?'f 
e  every  day  innumerable  inftances  of  the  fame  kind ; 
there  is  any  fin  which  men  are  willing  to  fpare, 
they  defend  with  arguments,  or  palliate  with  ex- 
they  are  fo  much  the  more  ready  to  over-do  in  fuch 
as  are  not  fo  contrary  to  the  prefent  current  of  un- 
tied affe&ion. — From  all  this  you  will  plainly  fee, 
o  man  ought  to  judge  of  himfelf  by  the  greatnefs  of 
ange  in  any  particular,  unlefs  it  is  univerfal,  and 
ut  exception. 

*  March  x.  21,  22*        t  1  Sam.  xv.  22. 
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SECT-     III. 

From  these  words,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  • 
not  see  the  kinodom  of  God,  and  other  similar  exj 
sions  in  the  holy  scriptures^  we  may  uifer  that  the  ch 
here  intended  is  not  merely  external  and  imperfect 

INWARD,    ESSENTIAL  and  COMPLEAT. 

I  MIGHT  have  divided  this  obfervation  into  two  p 
and  treated  of  them  feparately  ;  firft  ihewing  that 
not  an  outward  and  apparent  only,  but  an  internal 
real  change ;  fecondly,  that  it  is  not  an  imperfeft  cha 
or  difference  in  degree  only,  but  a  compleat  and  effei 
Change  of  the  whole  character.  But  as  the  illuftratio 
thefe  two  muft  have  neceffarily  in  a  great  meafure  coi 
ded,  and  they  are  yery  clofely  conne&ed,  I  have  ch 
to  join  them  together. 

That  what  fhall  be  faid  on  this  (iibjeft  may  be  the  i 
tifeful  and  profitable,  I  will  endeavor  lo  explain,  ii 
diftinft  and  fimple  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  you 
to  underftand  by  the  above  remark.  The  firft  part  \ 
will  be  mod  eafily  comprehended,  that  it  is  not  an  e: 
nal  only,  but  an  internal  change  ;  that  the  mod  appai 
ly  Unfit  and  regular  converfation,  the  moft  faultlefs 
charge  of  outward  duties,  will  not  be  fufEcient,  while 
hearf  continues  enflaved  to  fin  in  general,  or  und'er 
dominion  of  any  particular  luft.  The  other  part  ol 
remark  is,  that  the  change  mull  not  only  be  imperfe£ 
in  degree,  but  effential  arid  compleat.  That  is  to  fa] 
is  not  fufEcient  that  a  man  be  fomewhat  lefs  wicked 
before,  that  he  not  only  gives  up  fomefins,  but  ufe'm 
ration  in  others  ;  nay,  though  he  be  under  fome  degr 
feftraint  univerfally,  if  Hill  there  is  not  what  may  be 
ed  an  effential  change  of  chara&er,  if  ftill  fin  has  the  aJ 
dency  upon  the  whole,  thoiigh  its  dominion  be  not  fo 
controlled  as  before. 

Sin  may  certainly  have  the  chief  feat  in  the  affe&i 
though  it  hath  not  altogether  quiet  and  peaceable  poffef 
There  muft  always  be  fome  governing* principle,  wl 
properly  fpeaking,  conftitutesthe  character.    As  oui 
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viourtells  us,  "  No  man  can  ferve  two  matters ;  for  either 
"  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the  other,  or  elfe  he  will 
*  hold  to  the  one  and  defpife  the  other ;  ye  cannot  ferve 
'God  and  mamnjon."*  Grace  and  corruption  are  op- 
K>lite  to  their  natures,  and  mutually  definitive  of  each 
*her,  fo  far  as  they  prevail :  and  therefore  the  great  quef- 
on  is,  not  how  far  any  of  them  is  altered  from  what  it 
ras  formerly  in  itfelf,  but  how  far  it  prevails  in  oppofition 
)  the  other,  apd  hath  truly  the  government  of  the  man, 
find  it  extremely  difficult  to  communicate  this  truth  in  a 
naple  and  intelligible  manner,  fo  as  to  be  level  to  the 
leaned  capacities.  And  it  is  little  wonder ;  for  here 
a  the  chief  part  of  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin.  It  will,  I 
>pe,  be  better  underftood  by  what  is  now  to  be  added, 
Kh  for  its  proof  and  illuftration. 
That  what  i  have  above  afferted  is  agreeable  to  the  ana- 
gy  of  faith,  and  a  part  of  the  will  of  God,  may  eafily  be 
ade  appear.  It  is  the  conftant  uniform  doftrine  of  the 
Jy  fcriptures.  There  we  find  it  is  the  peculiar  prero- 
tive  of  God,  that  he  feeth  and  judgeth  the  heart.  By 
is  his  knowledge  is  diftinguifhed  from,  and  excels  all 
eated  underltanding,  and  therefore,  as  no  appearance 
ill  deceive,  fo  no  infincere  profeffion  will  be  accepted  by 
m :  ifc  For  the  Lord  feeth  not  as  man  feeth,  for  man 
looketh  on  the  outward  appearance,  but  the  Lord  look- 
eth  on  the  heart.,,-(-  To  this  purpofe  is  the  exhortati- 
1  of  David  to  his  fon  Solomon  :  4<  And  thou  Solomon, 
my  fon,  know  thou  the  God  of  thy  father,  and  ferve  him 
with  a  perfeft  heart  and  with  a  willing  mind,  for  the 
Lord  fearcheth  all  hearts,  and  underflandeth  all  the  ima- 
ginations of  the  thoughts."  J 

The  ftrefs  that  is  laid  on  this  in  fcripture,  and  the  fre- 
lent  repetition  of  the  word  u  heart,"  can  hardly  have  ef- 
ped  the  notice  even  of  the  mod  curfory  reader,  or  the 
bit  fuperficial  obferver.  We  find  the  confent  of  the  heart 
juired  as  indifpenfably  and  chiefly  neceflary,  and  that 
diltinguifhed  from  outward  and  apparent  obedience, 
lich,  without  it,  will  be  of  no  value.  u  My  fon,  give  me 

*  Matt.  vi.  24.     t  1  Sam.  xvi.  7.     J  1  Chron.  xxviii.  9. 
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"  thine  heart,"  fays  Solomon,  "  and  let  thine  eyes  obferve 
44  my  ways."*  We  find  an  inward  change  of  heart  and 
difpofition  promifed  by  God  as  the  work  of  his  Spirit  and 
grace  :  "  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  fpi- 
44  rit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  I  will  take  way  the  ftony 
44  heart  out  of  your  flefh,  and  I  will  give  you  an  heart  of 
44  flefh,  and  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,  and  caufe 
44  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  (hall  keep  my  judg- 
44  nients  and  do  them.nf  We  find  the  fame  thing  im- 
plored by  penitent  tinners,  as  necefTary  to  their  recovery: 
44  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God,  and  renew  a  right 
"  fpirit  within  me."  J  And  we  find  the  duty  of  returning 
penitents,  prefcribed  in  the  very  fame  terms :  4t  Call  away 
from  you  all  your  tranfgreffions,  whereby  ye  have  trand 
grefied,  and  make  you  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit ;  for 
why  will  ye  die,  Ohoufe  ofIfrael."l| 
I  ftiall  only  further  obferve,  that  we  find  in-  fcripture  an 
1  integrity  of  heart  required  to  real  religion ;  that  is  to  fay, 
that  the  love  of  God  muft  be  the  commanding  governing 
principle,  that  there  muft  be  no  divided  or  rival  affettion 
iuffered  to  remain :  "  For  the  Lord  your  God  proveth  you, 
44  to  know  whether  you  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all 
44  your  heart  and  with  all  your  foul,"lf  The  firft  duty  of 
44  the  moral  law  runs  in  thefe  terms :  "  Thou  (halt  love 
u  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
€C  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ;"**  which,  as  a  precept  of 
the  gofpel,  is  explained  by  the  following  paffage ;  44  He 
4C  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more  than  me,  is  not  wor- 
thy of  me ;  and  he  that  loveth  fon  or  daughter  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me."ff  If,  to  any,  the  col- 
letting  of  fo  many  pafiages  of  fcripture  feem  tedious,  it  is 
entirely  owing  to  the  abundance  and  commpnnefs  of  them. 
It  were  eafy  to  have  added  ten  times  the  number  to  thofe 
which  have  been  already  quoted,  a  circumftance  to  which 
I  particularly  beg  the  reader's  attention,  as  it  fets  in  the 
ftrongeft  light  the  certainty  and  importance  of  this  truth. 

#  Prov.  xxiii.  26.  f  Ezek.  xxxvi.  a6.  37.   $  Pfal.  li.  10.    ||  Ezek. 
atviii.  31.    ^|  Dcut.  xiii.  3.     **  Matt.  xxii.  37.     jf  Matt.  x.  37. 
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Having  fo  far  confirmed  and  eftablifhed  the  obfervation 
from  the  facred  oracles,  I  would  willingly  illuilrate  and 
apply  it  a  little  more  particularly.  And  as  truth  feldom 
receives  greater  light  from  any  thing  than  from  a  difcove- 
17  of  the  oppofite  errors,  I  fhall  point  out  by  what  means 
fometimes  an  apparent  or  imperfedt  change  is  produced, 
which  is  not  inward  and  effential.  This  I  apprehend  will 
be  effected  by  a  view  of  the  following  charadters,  every 
where  to  be  met  with.  1.  A  character  formed  upon  a 
well-condu£ted  felfifh  principle.  2.  One  that  is  fupreme- 
ly  governed  by  reputation,  and  a  defire  of  honor  and  re- 
fpeft  from  men.  3.  One  that  is  influenced  by  a  religi- 
ous principle,  in  which  a  fpirit  of  bondage  and  flavifh  fear 
chiefly  predominates. 

In  the  firft  place,  there  is  a  character  in  the  world  which 
may  be  faid  to  be  formed  upon  a  well-condu£ted  felfifh 
principle.  It  may  be  faid  indeed,  in  general,  of  every 
unrenewed  perfon,  that  in  fuch  a  heartjGod  is  dethroned, 
and  felf,  in  one  fliape  or  other,  is  exalted,  is  fet  in  his  place 
and  reigns  in  his  (lead  :  but  what  I  have  chiefly  in  view 
at  prefent  is,  to  point  out  the  charafter  of  thofe  who,  in  all 
thofe  parts  of  their  conduit  which  affume  the  name  of  re- 
ligion or  of  virtue,  are  chiefly  actuated  not  by  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  but  by  an  intention  to  promote  their  own  prefent 
fatisfa&ion  and  comfort.  It  is  the  language  of  experi- 
ence and  found  reafon,  as  well  as  of  the  word  of  God, 
M  that  the  wicked  worketh  a  deceitful  work."  There  are 
many  immediate  and  fenfible  bad  confequences  of  vice 
and  wickednefs.  Some  who  have  already  fmarted  under 
their  efFedts,  may,  therefore,  in  many  inftances  avoid 
them,  without  any  due  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  as  againfl 
the  law  of  God,  or  taking  his  fervice  as  their  hearty  and 
unfeigned  choice. 

Let  us  give  fome  examples  of  this.  A  man  may  avoid 
intemperance  and  excefs,  purely  or  chiefly,  becaufe  it  is 
hurtful  to  his  health,  and  introduces  fuch  diforders  into  his 
frame  as  incapacitates  him  for  relifhing  even  the  pleafures 
of  the  world  and  of  fenfe.  A  man  may  find  from  experi- 
ence, that  being  injurious  to  others  in  word  or  in  deed, 
nay,  even  refenting  the  injuries  done  to  himfelf,  raifes  up 
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fo  many,  enemies,  and  fo  inflames  every  little  incident,  as 
greatly  to  diflurb  his  peace.  He  may  therefore  be  patienl 
and  forbearing,  whilft  it  is  not  owing  to  any  meeknefs  ol 
mind,  or  government  of  his  paflions  from  a  fenfe  of  duty. 
but  merely  to  the  Itrength  of  his  judgment,  and  his  fall 
ing  upon  the  fitteft  way  of  promoting  his  own  eafe.  It  u 
precifely  this  fort  of  men  who  may  often  be  obferved  tc 
be  reafonable,  modell,  and  felf-denied,  in  their  deportment 
in  the  world  in  general,  but  favage  and  tyrannical,  w 
peevifli  and  difcontented  in  their  own  families,  when 
there  are  none  upon  equal  terms  with  them,  or  abletc 
make  a  formidable  re li fiance  to  them.  A  wife  man  may 
upon  the  whole,  by  refle&ion  difcover,  that  what  gives 
the  higheft  relifh  and  poignancy  to  every  fenfible  enjoy- 
ment is,  to  habituate  himfelf  to  fome  degree  of  felf-denial 
to  conduft  them  with  decency,  and  to  ufe  them  with  fo 
briety  and  moderation.  When  this  conduct,  as  indeed  u 
commonly  the  cafe,  is  the  fruit  of  experience,  it  is  fo  fenff 
ble  a  change,  that  it  often  paiTes  itfelf  not  only  on  others. 
but  even  on  the  perfon  concerned,  for  a  religious  change. 
But  if  the  change  is  not  inward  as  well  as  outward,  if  the 
affedtions  (till  flow  in  the  fame  channel,  though  they  an 
better  hemmed  in  and  preferved  from  impetuofity  and  ex. 
cefs ;  if  the  fource  of  happinefs  is  ftill  the  fame,  thougl 
it  is  more  fparingly  or  more  wifely  indulged,  it  is  plain!) 
the  old  nature,  and  the  perfon  cannot  be  faid  to  be  bom 
again.  He  is  outwardly  regular,  and  comparatively  lefs 
wioked  than  before,  but  cannot  be  faid  to  love  and  fervc 
God  "  with  all  his  heart  and  with  all  his  foul." 

We  may  learn  from  this  very  important  leflbn,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  between  human  virtue  and  religion,  between  i 
decent  and  blamelefs  carriage  upon  motives  of  prefem 
conveniency,  and  a  new  nature,  or  a  gracious  ftate.  1 
know  fome  are  highly  diffatisfied  at  making  any  diftinfti 
on  of  this  nature  ;  but  is  it  not  plainly  poffible  that  fuch  s 
charadter  as  is  defcribed  above  ma>  exift  ?  Is  it  not  alfc 
plain,  for  reafons  too  obvious  to  be  infilled  on,  that  it  can- 
not deferve  the  name  of  a  new  or  fpiritual  birth  ?  And  h 
it  not,  therefore  the  duty  of  minifters  of  the  gofpel  to  pu 
men  in  mind  of  tliis>  as  well  as  every  other  fource  of  felf 
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deceit?  Nay,  the  neceffity  in  one  view  is  greateft,  in  fuch 
a  cafe  as  this,  that  we  may  warn  thole  of  their  danger  who 
have  a  name  to  live  while  they  are  dead,  that  we  may 
ihakethe  ftrong-hold  of  the  prefumptuous  felf-applauding 
fonnalift,  who  is  often  more  deaf  and  infeniible  to  the 
things  that  belong  to  his'  peace,  than  the  molt  abandoned 
profligate. 

Is  there  any  ready  to  fay,  Why  do  you  take  upon  you 
tojudge  the  heart,  and  afcribe  what  yoii  muft  confefs  to 
be  excellent  and  amiable  in  itfelf,  to  wrong  motives  and 
an  irreligious  principle  ?  I  anfwer,  I  judge  no  man's 
heart;  but,  while  I  leave  it  to  the  decilive  judgment  of 
God,  would  willingly  fubjett  its  attings  to  its  own  review. 
It  is  but  an  appeal  to  the  inward  court  of  confidence,  or 
rather  a  citation  of  the  perfon,  with  confeience  as  the  wit- 
nefs,  to  the  tribunal  of  him  that  "  trieth  the  reins  and  the 
u  heart."  But,  after  all,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  going  a 
fiep  farther.  We  may  often  know  the  u  tree  by  its  fruits." 
We  may  often  difcern  the  falfehood  of  thefe  plaufible  mo- 
ralills,  by  an  habitual  worldlinefs  of  temper  and  conven- 
tion, by  a  great  indifference  about  the  ordinances  and  wor- 
ihip  of  God;  nay,  fometimes  a  bold  and  avowed  oppofi- 
tion  to  vital  experimental  religion,  to  the  language  and 
cxercifes  of  the  lpiritual  life. 

To  prevent  the  mifunderflanding  of  what  hath  been 
laid,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  I  intend  not  to 
deny  the  propriety  or  the  ufe  of  thefe  aflillant  motives,  as 
they  may  be  called,  which  arife  from  the  prefent  benefit 
and  advantage  of  true  religion.  I  have  faid  only,  that  the 
obedience  or  reformation  which  flows  from  no  higher  prin- 
ciple, is  not  fuch  as  will  be  acceptable  to  God ;  it  is  not 
that  change  which  is  neceflary  before  we  can  enter  into 
life  eternal.  There  are,  however,  various  ufes  to  which 
thefe  confiderations  may  juftly,  and  ought  in  duty  to  be 
applied.  They  ought  to  fatisfy  us  of  the  excellence  and 
truth  of  religion  in  general,  and  to  be  produced  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  licentious  and  profane  topics  of  converfation, 
£0  often  to  be  met  with  in  promifcuous  company.  When 
any  one  begins  to  declaim  in  favor  of  lufl  and  fenfuality, 
and  alledges  that  nature  has  given  us  delires,  and  why 
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{hould  it  give  them,  but  in  order  to  their  gratification  ? 
Let  the  hearer  immediately  obferve,  that  by  the  corruption 
of  nature,  our  appetites  are  greatly  inflamed,  and  not  *t 
all  in  a  found  ftate ;  that,  as  is  plain  from  the  mod  incoo- 
tefted  experience,  the  bed  and  mod  defirable  enjoyment 
of  any  fenfible  delights  is,  that  thankful,  felf-denied,  mo* 
derate  ufe  of  them,  which  the  word  of  God  authorises  or 
prescribes. 

The  fame  reflections  may  very  properly  ferve  for 
awakening  groffer  finners  to  a  fenfe  of  their  danger.  The 
prodigal  feems  to  have  been  firfl  brought  to  himfelf  by  l 
deep  refle&ion  upon  his  own  folly.  But  he  did  not  reft 
here :  he  did  not  content  himfelf  with  endeavoring  to  it- 
cover,  by  fobriety  and  induftry,  the  wealth  which  be  had 
fquandered  away,  but  returned  to  his  father  for  the  for* 
givenefs  of  his  crime.  In  the  fame  manner,  no  doubt, 
the  lofs  of  healthy  fubftance,  and  reputation,  {hould  con? 
vince  the  fmner  of  the  evil  of  his  ways.  This  argument 
is  ufed  by  the  apoftle  Paul :  "  What  fruit  had  ye  then  in 
€*  the  things  of  which  ye  are  now  afhamed?"*  But  I 
would  never  call  that  religion,  which  proceeds  to  W 
higher  views  ;  nor  that  repentance,  which  is  completed 
by  no  better  principle. 

Such  reflections  (hould  alfo  be  improved  by  every  good 
nun,  to  imprefs  his  mind  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  God.  Every  thing  that  he  commands  is  truly 
mod  eligible  in  itfelf,  and  mod  beneficial  to  us.  His  will 
is  as  gracious  as  his  authority  is  abfolute.  Religion's 
"  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  ait 
cs  peace."f  Well  might  our  bleffed  Mafter  fay,  "  Taki 
"  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  me ;  for  I  am  meek 
"  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  (hall  find  reft  unto  youi 
"  fouls:  for  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my  burden  is  light. n\ 
This  {hould  daily  difpofe  us  to  thankfulnefs  to  that  God 
who  furrounds  us  with  his  care,  and  who  follows  us  witl 
loving-kindnefs  and  with  tender  mercies.  His  very  re 
Hrzints  are  favors,  his  commands  are  bleffings. 

Is  it  poflible  to  avoid  adding,  that  the  fame  views  fhoul< 

*  Rom.  vi.  si.      t  Frov.  iii.  17.      J  Matth.  xi.  29,  30. 
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be  made  ufe  of  to  fortify  us  againft  temptation  ?  When  a 
fcak  of  duty  is  the  prevailing  defire,  we  may  very  fafely 
corroborate  it  with  all  thefe  inferior  confiderations.  It 
ftould  make  fin  the  more  hateful  and  abominable,  and 
prevent  us  from  yielding  to  that  party  which  /till  fecretly 
pleads  for  it  in  our  imperfe&ly  fan&ified  hearts. 

Before  I  leave  this  branch  of  the  fubjeft,  I  muft  fpeak  a 
few  words  to  finners  of  a  different  character*  If  then  ma- 
ny decent  and  regular  perfons  are  nevertheless  under  the 
wrath  of  God,  what  terror  fhould  this  give  to  the  more 
openly  profane,  who  are  living  in  inftances  of  grofs  wick- 
ednefs  ?  How  many  are  there  to  be  found  among  us,  nay, 
bow  many  appear  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath  in  our  wor- 
(hipping  aflemblies,  who  live  in  the  habitual  practice  of 
feme  of  the  moil  notorious  crimes  ?  How  many,  who  live 
in  a  bold  defiance  of  the  truths  and  laws  of  our  great 
Mailer,  who  are  not  only  flained  with  original  pollution, 
but  laboring  under  a  daily  increafing  load  of  a&ual  guilt  ? 
Are  there  not  fome  fwearers  and  blafphemers  of  the  great 
ind  dreadful  name  of  God  ?  Some  defpifers  and  profaners 
£  his  holy  day  ?  Some  who  add  drunkennefs  to  third, 
vailing  the  creatures  of  God  by  diflipating  their  own  fub- 
iance,  defacing  the  image  of  God  by  undermining  their 
mm  health,  at  one  and  the  fame  time  procuring  and  haf- 
ening  their  final  deftru&ion  ?  Are  there  not  fome  walking 
n  the  luft  of  uncleannefs  ?  Some  retaining,  without  ref- 
itution,  the  gain  of  unrighteoufnefs  ?  Is  it  not  furprifmg 
hat  fuch  do  not  tremble  at  the  word  of  God  ?  Can  there 
«  any  doubt  that  all  of  the  above  characters  are  unrenew- 
d  ?  Is  there  any  pretence  for  their  deceiving  themfelves  ? 
Pbere  is  no  juft  excufe  even  for  the  more  regular  and 
ober  building  their  hope  on  a  falfe  foundation,  but  there 
1  not  fo  much  as  a  lhadow  of  excufe  for  them.  Dare  any 
Jch  entertain  a  doubt  of  a  judgment  to  come  ?  Can  any 
KMtal  be  infenfible  of  the  precarioufnefs  of  time  ?  The 
ing  of  terrors  lays  his  hand  upon  one  after  another,  as  he 
iceives  a  commiffion  from  the  King  of  kings  ;  and  it  is 
iftrefiing  to  think  in  what  an  unprepared  ftate  many  re- 
vive the  fummonsj  which  neverthelefs  they  muft  of  nc- 
rffity  obey. 
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Whoever  thou  art  who  readeft  thefe  lines,  if  thou  art 
yet  unrenewed ;  but  particularly  if  thou  art  one  of  thofe 
whofe  fins  are  open  and  manifeft,  I  befeech  thee  in  the 
mofl  earned  manner,  to  be  reconciled  unto  God.     <c  Be- 
"  hold  now  is  the  accepted  time,  behold  now  is  the  day 
*'  of  falvation.     God  is  in  Chrift  reconciling  the  world 
"  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpafles  unto  them." 
The  blood  of  this  Saviour  is  of  infinite  value.     His  Spirit 
is  of  irrefiftible  efficacy.     He  is  "  able  to  fave  to  the  ut- 
"  termoft  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him."     Delay  not 
one  moment.     Give  immediate  thanks  that  thou  art  not 
already  in  the  place  of  torment.     Believe  in  the  Son  of 
God  for  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength.     Add  not  to  all  thy 
other  fins  againft  him,  by  undervaluing  his  atonement  and 
defpairing  of  mercy.     And  may  it  pleafe  God,  by  his  own 
power,  to  reach  thy  heart,  to  fnatch  thee  as  a  brand  from, 
the  burning,  and  tnake  thee  an  everlafting  monument  of 
his  grace  and  love. 

2.  In  the  fecond  place,  we  may  often  find  an  appear- 
ance of  religion  or  virtue  in  a  chara&er,  fupremely  go- 
verned by  reputation,  or  a  defire  of  refpeft  and  honor 
from  the  world.  I  fay  fupremely  governed,  becaufe  no 
doubt  there  may  be  a  mixture  of  other  principles  whilft 
this  is  the  leading,  the  dtrefting,  and  the  governing  vieW. 
I  am  fenfible  there  are  fome  who  have  no  other  view  of 
any  kind,  by  a  religious  profeflion,  than  to  deceive  others ; 
and  under  the  fair  difguife  of  piety  and  feeming  devotion, 
to  carry  on,  with  more  fecurity  and  fuccefs,  their  unrighte- 
ous defigns.  That  fome  fuch  are  to  be  found  in  the  world, 
fad  experience  is  a  melancholy  proof.  The  greatnefs  ol 
their  guilt  it  is  not  eafy  to  conceive,  and  ftill  more  diffi- 
cult to  exprefs.  As  it  mull  always  proceed  upon  a  knowi? 
deliberate  contempt  of  God,  there  is  ufually  fuch  a  hard 
nefs  of  heart  and  fearednefs  of  confcience  attending  it 
that  there  is  little  probability  of  making  any  impreffioi 
upon  them  :  or  rather  to  fpcak  more  properly,  they  havi 
all  the  fymptoms  of  being  given  up  of  God  and  left  t< 
themfelves.  But  there  is  fomething  extremely  harfh  am 
unnatural  in  fufpefling  any  of  wilful  deliberate  hypocrify 
till  it  is  plainly  and  openly  dete&ed.     The  truth  is,  I  an 
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pcrfoaded,  that  as  it  is  a  dreadful,  fo  it  is  a  rare  character- 
The  far  greater  part  of  thofe  who  are  under  the  power  of 
fypocrify,  deceive  themfelves  as  much  as,  or  rather  more 
than  the  world.  Thefe  laft  fall  more  properly  in  my  way 
to  be  confidered,  as  having  undergone  a  feeming  or  ap- 
parent, without  any  real  change. 

In  order  to  ill uftrate  the  charafter  and  flate  of  thofe  who 
are  fupremely  governed  by  reputation  or  a  defire  of  honor 
and  refpeft,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  as  the  law 
of  God  is  a  tranfeript  of  his  own  perfeft  inherent  excel- 
lence, true  religion  mud  be  in  itfelf  amiable  and  lovely. 
Nay,  it  muft  appear  fo  even  in  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are 
engaged  in  a  Hated  oppofition  to  its  intereft.  You  will 
fay,  how  is  this  poflible  ?  Is  it  not  a  manifeft  contradicti- 
on ?  I  anfwer,  That  though  the  fpirit  and  principles  from 
which  true  religion  muft  flow,  be  direftly  contrary  to  the 
bent  of  an  unrenewed  heart,  yet  their  effefls  are  both 
amiable  and  beneficial.  Bad  men  cannot  endure  inward 
mortification  and  felf-denial,  being  humbled  as  finners  in 
the  fight  of  God,  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  fanftified  by 
his  Spirit,  and  having  nothing  whereof  to  glory.  Againll 
thefe  vital  principles  of  piety  the  natural  mind  fets  itfelf 
with  violence,  and  the  unrenewed  heart  rifes  with  indig- 
nation. But  the  effeft  of  true  religion,  or  a  diligent  com- 
pliance with  the  duties  of  the  moral  law,  as  it  is  amiable 
in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  -alfo  of  good  report  among  men.  We  are 
told  in  fcripture,  "  that  the  righteous  is  more  excellent 
41  than  his  neighbor.''  And  the  apoflle  Paul  exhorts  us 
to  our  duty  -in  the  following  terms  :  "  Finally  brethren, 
4<  whatfoever  things  are  true,  whatfoever  things  are  honeft, 
11  whatfoever  things  are  lovely,  whatfoever  things  are  of 
11  good  report ;  if  there  be  any  virtue,  and  if  there  be  any 
u  praife,  think  on  thefe  things."* 

Does  not  this  at  once  difcover  how  many  may  attain  to 
1  confiderable  degree  of  regularity  in  the  praftice  of  their 
iuty,  while  their  governing  principle  is  no  better  than  a 
lefire  of  the  efteem  of  others.  That  charafter  acquires  a 
ralue  in  their  eyes,  which  is  in  general  repute,  and  will 
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fet  them  in  the  mod  favorable  light.  This  hath  often  a 
fecret  and  infenfible  influence,  to  which  they  themfelves 
do  not  attend.  What  favors  the  deceit  is,  that  many  of 
the  very  fame  duties  are  commanded  in  the  law  of  God, 
and  reputable  in  the  fight  of  man.  They  gladly  embrace 
them  therefore  as  the  fervice  of  God :  it  pleafes  them  to 
think,  they  fhall  by  this  means  be  acceptable  to  him. 
They  fondly  flatter  themfelves,  that  this  is  the  chief  ground 
of  their  choice,  and  are  not  fenfible  that  they  are  but  of- 
fering incenfe  to  their  own  vanity.  Self-partiality  often 
hides  the  truth  from  our  view,  and  conceals  the  chief 
fprings  and  motives  of  aftion.  Since  diforder  was  intro- 
duced into  the  human  frame  by  fin,  there  is  no  creature 
whofe  chara&er  is  fo  mixed,  variable,  inconfiftent,  and 
felf-contradi&ory  as  man.  Other  creatures  are  regular 
and  uniform,  and  fleadily  fulfil  their  functions  ;  their  na- 
ture and  difpofition  may  be  known  without  ambiguity,  and 
they  always  reach  their  end.  But  man  is,  as  it  were, 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  conflicting  principles  of  light  and 
darknefs ;  and  from  the  different  and  contrary  fymptoms 
which  often  appear,  it  is  hard  to  tell  in  what  clafs  he  fhould 
be  ranged. 

From  this  will  evidently  appear,  the  neceflity  of  an  in- 
ward and  effential  change.  That  which  is  done  to  gain 
the  applaufeof  men,  will  never  be  reckoned  an  accepta- 
ble part  of  the  fervice  of  God.  On  the  contrary,  he  holds 
it  in  the  higheft  deteftation.  See  the  exhortation  of  our 
Saviour :  "  Take  heed  that  you  do  not  your  alms  before 

men,  to  be  feen  of  them,  otherwife  ye  have  no  reward 

of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."*  I  cannot  help 
obferving  here,  that  men  of  this  character  may  be  divi- 
ded into  two  clafles,  who  commonly  flate  themfelves  in 
oppofition  to,  and  have  the  greatefl  hatred  or  contempt  for 
each  other,  and  yet  are  a&ed  by  one  common  principle. 

There  are  fome  who  feem  chiefly  to  confine  their  views 
to  a  fair  and  honorable  carriage  in  their  correfpondence 
and  commerce  between  man  and  man.  Thefe  are  com- 
monly perfons  of  higher  rank,  and  all  whp  defire  to  emu- 

*  Matth.  vi.  i. 
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late  them,  and  wifh  to  be  claffed  with  them.  In  fuch,  ho- 
nor holds  the  place  of  religion ;  or,  at  leaft,  is  a  fuperior 
and  more  powerful  principle.  They  would  not  willingly 
ftun  their  reputation  with  any  thing  that  is  bafe  or  mean, 
according  to  the  ftandard  they  have  formed  to  themfelves 
of  decency  of  charadter  and  dignity  of  carriage.  This 
ftandard  of  decency,  however,  is  very  changeable.  It  is 
cither  more  narrow  or  more  extenfive,  according  to  the 
fentiments  of  thofe  with  whom  they  mod  frequently  con- 
vene. And  there  is  often  fome  mixture  of  religion,  which 
ferves  under,  and  co-operates  with,  the  commanding  mo- 
tires. 

There  are  vaft  multitudes  of  this  character  in  the  pre- 
fent  age,  who  cannot  be  defcribed  in  jufter  or  more  figni- 
ficative  terms  than  thofe  of  the  Apoftle  Paul ;  they  are 
"conformed  to  this  world."  They  tread  in  its  fteps, 
tfacy  aft  upon  its  maxims,  they  afk  its  approbation,  and 
they  have  theit  reward. 

How  far  fuch  perfons  are  from  being  renewed  in  the 
fpirit  of  their  mind,  and  how  much  they  are  the  fervants 
of  men,  may  be  plainly  difcovered  by  the  following  fign  ; 
that  they  are  almoft  as  much  afhamed  of  unfafhionabla 
duties,  as  of  difhonorable  crimes.  How  different  is  their 
boalled  dignity  of  mind  from  a  truly  holy  refolution  and 
chriftian  magnanimity  ?  Are  there  not  fome,  whofe  inte- 
grity in  ordinary  cafes  may  be  depended  on,  and  who 
would  abhor  the  thoughts  of  a  mean  and  dirty  aftion,  as 
it  is  ufually  filled,  but  who  would  be  covered  with  nearly 
equal  fhame,  if  furprifed  in  any  aft  of  devotion,  as  if  de- 
tected in  difhonelly  and  fraud  ?  How  many,  who  would 
brave  the  king  of  terrors  in  the  field  of  battle,  from  a  fenfe 
of  honor ;  but  who,  though  far  from  being  infidels,  have 
not  fufficient  courage  to  worfhip  in  their  families,  the  great 
Creator  and  Preferver  of  men  ?  Such  may  fee  the  recep- 
tion they  (hall  meet  with  at  laft,  and  even  feel  the  juftice 
of  their  own  condemnation,  in  thefe  words  of  our  Saviour: 
44  Whofoever,  therefore,  fhall  be  afhamed  of  me,  and  of 
u  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  finful  generation,  of 
M  him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  be  afhamed,  when  he 
"  cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father,  with  the  holy  angels."* 

*  Mark.  viii.  ^?. 
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There  are  others  of  a  different  (lamp,  who  feck  the  ap- 
probation of  men,  more  by  an  appearance  of  piety,  and 
devotion,  and  the  duties  of  the  firit  table  of  the  law.  That 
there  are  fome  fuch  alfo,  not  only  the  word  of  God,  but 
daily  experience  puts  beyond  all  doubt  or  queliion.  "  This 
M  people,9'  faith  our  Lord,  a  draweth  nigh  unto  me  with 
u  their  mouth,  and  honoreth  me  with  their  lips,  but  their 
iC  heart  is  far  from  me."*  I  fet  afide,  both  in  this  and  in 
the  former  inftance,  the  cafe  of  grofs,  intended,  and  de- 
liberate hypocrify.  But  are  there  not  many,  who,  in  their 
religious  duties,  feem  chiefly  to  have  in  view  the  attaining 
or  prefer ving  the  eltcem  and  approbation  of  others  f  They 
are  not  deterniined  from  any  inward  and  perfonal  convic- 
tion of  the  excellence  or  neceflity  of  religion ;  but  from 
their  youth  up,  they  have  Hill  heard  religion  fpoken  of 
with  reverence,  and  feen  religious  perfons  treated  with 
refpect.  This  makes  them  conlider  an  entire  negleft  of 
religious  duties  as  (hameful  rather  than  fmful ;  and  fome 
degree  of  profeffed  attachment  to  them,  as  necefiary  to 
their  charafter  and  credit. 

This,  like  many  other  motives,  has  a  ftrong,  though  at 
the  fame  time  an  infeniible  influence,  and  when  mixed  - 
with  imperfedt  conviftions  of  fin,  will  produce  no  fmall 
degree  of  regularity  in  religious  exercifes,  while  yet  the 
heart  is  habitually  fet  upon  the  world.  In  whatever  age 
or  place  there  is  a  regular  and  fettled  adminillration  of 
the  ordinances  of  Chrift,  there  will  be  many  whofe  reli- 
gion is  no  more  than  a  blind  imitation  of  others,  and  a 
defire  of  fome  title  to  that  character  which  is  in  efteem  and 
repute  for  the  time  being.  Wherever  there  is  much  real, 
there  will  alio  be  much  counterfeit  religion.  Wherever 
there  is  much  true  piety,  it  is  always  loaded  with  the 
dead  weight  of  many  cullomary  profeffors.  Wherever 
there  is  much  outward  elteem  waiting  upon  the  fervants 
of  God,  there  will  always  be  many  of  thefe  fair-weather 
i  hriftians,  who  follow  Chrift  whilft  the  profeffion  is  ho- 
norable,  but  are  unacquainted  with  that  part  of  his  fer- 
\icc,  which  conlilis  in  taking  up  the  crofs,  and  fuffering 
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j*ch.  Their  chara&er  is  well  defcribed  by  our  Sa- 
r,  under  the  image  of  feed  falling  upon  ftony  places. 
5  that  received  the  feed  into  ftony  places,  the  fame  is 
that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth  it. 
et  hath  he  not  ropt  in  himfelf,  but  dureth  for  a  while ; 
r  when  tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  becaqfe  of  the 
>rd,  by  and  by  he  is  offended/'* 

In  the  third  place,  there  is  ftill  another  charafter 
rent  from  both  the  former,  in  which  there  may  be  an 
rent  and  imperfedt,  while  there  is  no  com  pleat  and 
tial  change.  The  charader  I  have  now  in  view,  is 
ed  upon  religious  principles,  but  in  which  a  fpirit  of 
age  and  flavifh  fear  greatly  predominates.  It  is  often 
ult,  according  to  the  fcripture  ex  predion,  rightly  to 
«  the  word  of  trutli :  it  is  difficult  to  ppint  out  the  er- 
by  which  men  deceive  themfelves,  and  miftake  the 
>w  for  the  fubftance,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  caution 
t  fo  diftin&ly,  as  that  ferious  perfons  may  not  be 
ned ;  their  peace  and  comfort  interrupted  by  unne-r 
ry  or  ill-grpunded  fear$.  Perhaps  tjiere  are  few  fub- 
m  whiph  (his  difficulty  ijs  greater,  than  the  one  I 
now  mentioned.  1  pray  that  Qod,  for  Chrift's  fake, 
enable  me  to  .open  the  truth  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
convince  and  awaken  thofe  who  have  hitherto  built 
un tempered  mortar,  and  may  give  additional  peace 
oonfolation  to  thofe  who  have  "  fled  for  refuge,  to  lay 
id  of  the  hope  fet  before  them." 
hat  it  is  of  importance  to  open  this  chara&er,  every 
fnay,  uppn  a  little  reflection,  be  fenfible.  There  are 
y  who  will  not  find  themfelves  included  in  any  of  the 
former.  Upon  the  mod  candid  examination,  con- 
rqe  bears  them  witnefs,  that  they  have  more  in  view 
merely  prefent  eafe  and  comfort,  pr  the  approbation 
hers.  They  have  often  a  ftroug  impreflion  of  the  im- 
mce  of  nn  endlefs  eternity.  This  hath  a  fenfible  and 
iderable  influence  upon  their  conduct,  and  is  a  motive 
>  diftindt  from  worldly  pleaiure.  It  compels  them  to 
?s  out  fifths  rpach  pf  human  obfervat'ion,  and  -thcre- 

•  ifotU«iii.  30,  SI. 
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fore  they  cannot  think  that  the  praife  of  men  is  their  high, 
eft  aim. 

But  are  there  not  many  fuch  under  the  dominion  of 
fear  ?  that  is  to  fay,  confeience  in  fome  meafure  awakert- 
ed,  denounces  vengeance  againft  the  breaches  of  the  la# 
of  God ;  providential  difpenfations  fill  them  with  a  tent* 
of  divine  power ;  they  know  they  cannot  live  always,  and 
tremble  to  think  what  fhall  become  of  them  after  death. 
Well,  perhaps  the  reader  will  fay,  with  fome  furprife,k 
this  wrong  ?  No,  fo  far  their  exercife  coincides  with  tbjt  \ 
of  real  penitents.     But  here,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  the  j 
ways  part  afunder :  the  real  penitent,  by  a  difcorery  of  tto  j 
intrinfic  evil  of  fin,  of  the  mercy  of  God  and  the  grot  \ 
foundation  of  a  finner's  hope,  is  led  in  the  way  of  peace)  j 
his  heart  is  truly  changed,  and  brought  under  the  inflk  j 
ence  of  the  love  of  God,  whom  he  obeys  as  his  law-giver; ; 
to  whom  he  fubmits  as  his  Lord ;  and  in  whom  he  refis  is . 
his  portion.     But  there  are  others,  who,  by  abftinenc*! 
from  fome  fins,  againft  which  the  reproofs  of  confeience ] 
are  moft  diftindt  and  fevere,  and  by  the  formal  difcharge 
of  many  religious  duties,  endeavor  to  leffen  their  fears;  j 
to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  precarious  peace ;  and,  as  it  j 
were,  by  a  coftly  facrifice,  to  purchafe  an  immunity  fron^ 
hell.     Fear  not  only  awakens,  but  continues  to  govern 
them  ;  they  lay  down  a  legal  fyftem  of  obedience  and  fidf- 
righteoufnefs,  but  all  the  while  they  drag  the  yoke  wttfcj 
great  impatience.  They  do  not  hate  fin  from  their  hearts, ; 
on  its  own  account,  but  are  afraid  that  they  fhall  burn  for 
ever  for  committing  it.     They  do  not  love  God,  but  they 
fear,  becaufe  they  know  that  they  cannot  refill  hinu  They 
do  not  engage  in  his  fervice  with  chearfulnefs,  or  deligjk 
in  it  as  their  choice,  but  groan  under  it  as  a  burthen. 
Their  hearts  and  affedtions  are  fet  upon  prefent  and  tem- 
poral enjoyments  ;  but  they  apply  themfelves  in  fome 
meafure  to  the  duties  of  religion,  becaufe  they  know  the/ 
cannot  keep  the  world  always ;  and  fubmit  to  it,  as  ra- 
ther better  and  more  tolerable  than  everlafting  mifery. 

The  frequency  of  this  charafter  will  ftand  in  need  oi 
little  proof.  If  the  features  are  juftly  drawn,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  they  will  be  eafily  known,  for  they  are  very  com- 
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a  Are  there  not  many  who  may  juftly  fufpeft  them- 
res  to  be  actuated  by  no  higher  motive  than  the  fear  of 
tth  ?  Does  not  this  plainly  fhew  itfelf,  by  your  back- 
d,  heartlefs,  cold  difcharge  of  duty  ;  your  regret  and 
ow  in  parting  with,  and  frequent  relapfes  into  fin  ?  Is 
your  religion  temporary  and  changeable  ?  Does  it  not 
and  fall  with  the  fenfible  tokens  of  the  divine  prefence 
power  ?  Have  you  not  trembled  on  a  fick-bed,  or 
jr  time  of  danger ;  humbled  yourfelves  before  God  ; 
d  for  relief ;  and  promifed  amendment  ?  But  has  not 
rrefolution  relaxed  upon  your  recovery,  and  your  di- 
nce  borne  proportion  to  the  fuppofed  nearnefs  or  dif- 
«  of  the  danger  ?  Is  not  this  then  manifeftly  the  efFedt 
:ar :  and  may  not  the  words  of  the  Plalmift  be  juftly 
lied  to  all  fuch  ?  "  When  he  flew  them,  then  they 
ught  him ;  and  they  returned,  and  enquired  early 
ter  God :  and  they  remembered  that  God  was  their 
ck,  and  the  high  God  their  redeemer :  neverthelefs 
iey  did  flatter  him  with  their  mouth,  and  they  lied  un- 
•  him  with  their  tongues ;  for  their  heart  was  not  right 
ith  him,  neither  were  they  ftedfaft  in  his  covenant."* 
ew  things,  I  apprehend,  will  be  of  more  importance 
l  to  fhew,  in  a  clear  and  fatisfying  manner,  that  the 
lience  or  religious  performances  that  are  influenced 
10  higher  motive  than  fear,  are  not  acceptable  to  God, 
any  fufEcient  evidence  of  a  renewed  heart.  This, 
red,  is  equally  plain  from  many  paflages  of  fcripture, 
from  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the  thing.  It  appears 
1  all  thofe  paflages  formerly  cited,  and  many  others 
re  mention  is  made  of  the  inclination  of  the  heart  and 
,  of  which  obedience  oncompulfion  can  be  no  man- 
of  proof.  It  appears  undeniably  from  the  great  com- 
idment  of  the  law,  and  fum  of  pra&ical  religion, 
hou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
id  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  llrength,  and 
ith  all  thy  mind."f  It  appears  from  what  is  always 
efented  as  the  great  commanding  and  conftraining 
ive  of  the  gofpel :  "  For  the  love  of  Ghrift  conftraineth 

*  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  34,  35,  36,  37.  t  Luke  x.  27. 
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"  us9  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all 
4  then  were  all  dead :  and  that  he  died  for  all.  that  the 
44  which  live,  (hould  not  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves 
4C  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again.*1 
To  the  fame  purpofe  the  apoftle  John  fays,  "  We  turn 
"  known  and  believed  the  love  that  Ood  hath  to  us.  Got 
44  is  love ;  and  he  that  dwelleth  in  love  dwelleth  in  God 
"  and  God  in  him."f  We  find  in  fcripture  that  there  u 
&  dire€t  oppofirton  ftated  between  the  fpirit  of  genuin 
converts  under  the  gofpel,  and  a  fpirit  of  bondage,  a 
flavifh  fear ;  "  For  ye  have  not  received  the  fpirit  d 
44  bondage  again  to  fear,  but  ye  have  received  the  fpirit d 
41  adoption,  whereby  we  cry,  Abba,  Father." J  So  fayJ 
the  fame  apoftle  to  Timothy,  "  For  God  hath  not  given 
44  us  the  fpirit  of  fear,  but  of  power  and  of  love,  and  of  I 
44  found  mind.  ^|| 

The  truth  is,  it  is  equally  plain  from  the  nature  and 
teafon  of  the  thing.  That  which  is  done  only  or  chiefly 
from  fear,  cannot  be  any  evidence  of  the  change  that  il 
Acceptable  to  God,  becaufe*  properly  fpeaking,  it  is  nc 
real  or  inward  change  at  ill.  The  effects  of  fin  are  re- 
trained or  controlled  by  fuperior  power,  but  the  inclinati- 
on to  it  remains  ftill  the  fame.  It  is  a  common  and 
known  principle,  that  whatever  is  the  effeft  of  compal 
lion  or  force  upon  the  agent,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil  if 
itfelf,  hath  nothing  moral  in  its  nature.  The  fword  tha' 
commits  murder,  and  that  which  executes  juftice,  dc 
(erveS  equal  blame  or  praife,  or  rather  none  of  them  dc 
ferves  either  the  one  or  the  other*.  A  detected  thief,  com 
pelled  to  make  reftitution,  or  loaded  with  chains  fo  thi 
he  cannot  fteal,  does  not  thereby  become  hondi  in  hi 
nature. 

The  cafe  is  precifely  the  fame  with  thofe  who,  in  dm 
religious  duties,  are  under  the  government  of  fear,  ai 
though  it  be  the  fear  of  their  almighty  Judge.  From  an 
fimilar  ihftance  between  man  and  man,  we  may  at  one 
be  fenfible  6f  this  truth.     If  one  man  is  willing  to  ovei 

♦  2  Cor.  v.  14.        t  1  John  iv.  16.        J  Rom.  viii*  15. 
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reach  another,  but,  through  his  adverfary's  fu  peri  or  {kill, 
is  not  able,  or,  terrified  by  threatenings,  is  not  bold  enough 
to  attempt  U,  what  charafter  does  he  bear,  or  defer  ve,  but 
that  of  a  difappointed  knave  ?  What  parent  or  matter  will 
be  fatisfied  with  the  obedience  of  a  child  or  fervant,  who 
plainly  difcovers  that  he  hates  his  commands,  and  grieves 
at  his  authority  ?  It  is  true,  as  man  can  only  judge  with 
certainty  of  the  outward  appearance,  this  circumftance 
mull  be  left  out  of  every  fyliem  of  human  government. 
We  can  make  no  laws  on  earth  to  punifh  the  intention  : 
but  fo  much  we  know  of  it,  as  may  make  us  fenfible  what 
all  fuch  deferve,  and  (hall  receive,  at  the  hand  of  GocU 
wfaofe  prerogative  it  is  that  he  knoweth  and  judgeth  the 
fecrcts  of  all  hearts, 

I  (hall  only  further  obferve,  that  the  fame  thing  appears 
in  the  cleareft  manner,  from  the  nature  of  that  happinefs 
which  is  prepared  for  the  children  of  God  in  the  life  to 
come.  It  is  purely  fpiritual,  as  it  is  perfectly  holy :  it 
confifts  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  in  the  exercife  of  love 
to  him,  in  conformity  to  his  nature,  and  the  execution  of 
his  will.  Thofe  who  are  under  the  dominion  of  fear,  who 
have  no  love  to  God,  but  only  defire  to  avoid  his  wrath. 
will  certainly  find,  that,  though  it  were  poffible  for  them 
to  efcape  hell,  they  neither  deferve,  nor  are  able  to  relifh, 
the  employment  and  happinefs  of  heaven.  As  the  com- 
mands of  God  are  a  burden  to  them  on  earth,  his  imme- 
diate prefence  would  be  a  flill  more  infupportable  burden 
in  heaven.— From  all  this  I  hope  it  appears  evidently,  that 
a  character  may  be  formed  upon  religious  principles,  and 
vet,  if  it  is  never  carried  further  than  a  reftraint  by  fear. 
it  is  not  that  change  which  is  necefTary  to  falvation. 

It  will  not  be  improper,  or  rather  it  will  be  abfolutely 
ncceffary,  to  make  a  refleftion  or  two  upon  this  branch  of 
the  fubjedt  for  its  improvement,  and  to  prevent  its  being 
miftaken  or  mifapplied.  For  this  purpofe  let  it  be  ob- 
fcrved,  that  we  muft  carefully  diftinguifh  the  flavifti  dread 
above  explained,  from  that  dutiful  reverential  fear,  which 
every  child  of  God  is  ftill  bound  to  preferve  upon  his  mind, 
of  his  Father  who  is  in  heaven.  Of  the  firft  kind  it  is 
faid,    Cl  There  is  no  fear  in  love,  but  perfeft  love  call- 
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"  eth  out  fear,  becaufe  fear  hath  torment :  he  that  feareth 
44  is  not  made  perfett  in  love."*  In  proportion  as  the 
iove  of  God  prevails,  the  firft  fort  of  fear  is  banifhed,  but 
the  other  is  fo  far  from  being  banifhed,  that  it  rather  in- 
creafes.  This  is  no  other  than  a  profound  veneration  d 
the  unfpeakable  greatnefs  and  glory  of  God,  and  particu- 
larly of  his  holinefsand  purity,  which  fhould  bring  every 
creature  proftrate  before  him.  We  find  in  the  vifion  ol 
Ifaiah,  the  heavenly  hofts  reprefented  as  deeply  penetrated 
with  fuch  a  difcovery :  C1  In  the  year  that  king  Uzziafa 
"  died,  I  faw  the  Lord  fitting  upon  a  throne  high  and  lifted 
"  up,  and  his  train  filled  the  temple :  above  it  flood  the 
u  feraphims ;  each  one  had  fix  wings ;  with  twain  he 
u  covered  his  face,  with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and 
u  with  twain  he  did  fly.  And  one  cried  unto  another  and 
M  faid,  holy,  holy,  holy,  is  the  Lord  of  holts,  the  whole 
44  earth  is  full  of  his  glory."f 

This  not  only  may,  but  ought,  in  us  to  be  accompanied 
with  a  fear  of  the  punilliment  incurred  by  fin ;  at  the 
fame  time  it  muft  be  infeparably  connected  with,  or  ra- 
ther founded  upon  a  fenfe  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  the 
purity  of  his  law,  and  the  juiiice  of  his  vengeance.  On 
the  contrary,  that  fear  of  God  which  prevails  in  the  unre- 
generate,  is  founded  only  on  the  terror  of  his  power,  as  a 
natural  attribute.  It  is  like  the  liruggling  of  a  chained 
flave,  who  "  gnaws  his  tongue  for  pain,"  who  is  not  fatis- 
fied  with  the  equity  of  the  law,  which  he  has  tranfgreffed, 
and  cannot  admit  the  juftice  of  that  fentence,  the  execu- 
tion of  which  he  apprehends. 

There  is  no  inconfiflency  at  all  between  the  fear  and 
love  which  terminate  on  the  correfpondent  attributes  ol 
God,  majefty  and  mercy.  A  chriftian  may,  and  ought, 
to  grow  in  a  fenfe  of  the  divine  pretence,  and  reverential 
dread  of  the  divine  majefty,  and  fo  be  ftill  more  afraid  ol 
finning;  at  the  fame  time,  he  may  alfo  grow  in  a  fweet 
calm  and  compofure  of  mind,  a  fiducial  truft  and  reliance 
on  the  divine  faithfulnefs  and  mercy;  juft  as,  on  the 
other  hand,  fome  finners  evidently  increafe  both  in  pre- 

*  1  John  iv.  18.    -     t  Ifaiah  vi.  1,  2,  3.- 
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fumption  and  timidity.  During  a  great  part  of  their  lives 
they  aft  without  refledtion  and  without  reilraint,  and  yet; 
at  particular  feafons,  they  are  in  a  manner  diitra&ed  with 
terror :  nay,  though  it  often  happens  that  grofs  wicked* 
nek  fears  the  conscience,  and  produces  an  infeniibility 
and  hardnefs  of  heart,  there  are  inftances  of  the  greateil 
profligates  being  liable  to  the  mod  alarming  fears.*  Let 
us  never,  therefore,  confound  things  fo  very  oppofite  as  a 
fear  of  the  living  God,  joined  to  an  inward  and  hearty  ap- 
probation of  his  commands,  and  that  unwilling  obedience 
or  abftinence  which  views  him  as  a  ftern  tyrant,  and 
trembles  at  the  thoughts  of  his  wrath. 

It  will  be  farther  neceflary  to  obferve,  that,  as  a  flavifh 
fear  is  to  be  entirely  diftinguifhed  from  that  which  is  filial 
and  dutiful,  fo  no  doubt  there  is  often,  even  in  real  chrif- 
fans,  a  mixture  of  the  fpirit  of  bondage  itfelf,  though  they 
are  fupremely  governed  by  a  better  principle.  This  is 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  fince  they  are  fanfilified  but  in 
part.  There  is  a  ilrong  remainder  of  fin  and  corruption 
in  them  of  different  kinds,  and,  among  the  reft,  a  very 
blameable  degree  of  unbelief  and  diftruft.  How  many 
are  there  whole  comfort  is  leflened,  and  whofe  hands  hang 
down,  through  an  exceflive  fear  of  death,  the  lall  enemy  ? 
What  a  refrefliment  fhould  it  be  to  all  fuch,  to  think  of 
this  end  of  our  Saviour's  coming,  to  "  deliver  them  who, 
M  through  fear  of  death,  were  all  their  life-time  fubjeft 
u  unto  bondage  ?"f  For  their  fakes,  I  am  perfuaded,  it 
will  not  be  difagreeable  that  in  the  clofeof  this  feftion,  I 
lay  down  a  few  marks,  by  which  they  may  be  enabled  to 
judge  whether  this  flavilh  fear  predominates  or  not. 

ill  then,  Chriftians,  whether  or  not  is  your  fear  of  wrath 
immediately  connected  with  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  ?  Do 
you  fee  thefe  two  things  in  their  infeparable  relation  to, 
and  mutual  influence  upon  one  another  ?  Do  you  fear 

•  We  are  told  that  Nero,  one  of  thofe  monflers  called  Ro  ■ 
man  emperors,  though  he  adventured  to  perpetrate  fome  of  the 
moft  horrid  crimes,  was  yet  fo  eafily  terrified,  that  a  thundei- 
Aorm  ufed  to  make  him  hide  himfclf  under  a.  bed. 

+  Ueb.  ii.  l.s. 
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wrath  as  the  effe&  of  fin,  and  fin  as  the  juft  caufe  of  wrath 
Have  you  no  fault  to  find  with  this  connexion  ?  Do  yoi 
plead  guilty  before  God,  and  confefs  that  you  are  witjiou 
excufe  i  Is  fin  truly  hateful  in  itfelf,  and  your  own  unhap 
py  pronenefs  to  it  an  habitual  burden  ?  The  language  4 
a  believer  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  apoftle  Paul 
u  Wherefore  the  law  is  holy,  and  the  commandment  holy 
44  and  juft,  and  good.  Was  then  that  which  is  good  mad 
"  death  unto  me?  God  forbid.     But  fin,  that  it  migh 

II  appear  fin,  working  death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good 
u  that  fin  by  the  commandment  might  become  exceedinj 
4t  finful.  For  we  know  that  the  law  is  fpiritual,  but  I  an 
u  .carnal,  fold  under  fin,"*  In  thofe  who  are  under  th« 
dominion  of  fear,  there  is  no  juft:  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fie 
there  is  a  pronenefs  to  extenuate  it,  and  inclination  t 
juftify  it,  and  a  continual  attempt  to  forget  or  conceal  it 
The  crime  is  ftiil  fweet,  though  the  punifhment  is  terrible 
They  are  not  fatisfied  to  find  that  God  is  fo  holy,  fo  jufl 
and  fo  powerful.  With  them  his  government  is  arbitrary 
his  law  is  fevere,  his  nature  implacable  ;  and,  inftead  c 
changing  their  own  difpofition,  they  would  much  rathe 
wifli  a  change  in  his  will. 

z.  Whether  does  your  fear  of  God  drive  you  from  hi 
prefence,  or  excite  a  ftrong  defire  of  reconciliation  am 
peace  ?  The  flavtfh  fear  which  is  not  attended  with  an; 
juft  views  of  the  divine  mercy,  clothes  God  with  terroi 
and  makes  him  the  objeft  of  averfion.  This  is  piatnl; 
the  firft  efFeft  of  fin.  It  was  fo  in  the  cafe  of  Adam,  whe 
as  foon  as  he  had  loft  his  integrity,  when  he  heard  God' 
voice  in  the  .garden,  fled  and  hid  bimfelf.  We  find  th 
fame  fentiment  exprefled  by  the  men  of  Bcthfhemefli 
upon  an  extraordinary  token  of  divine  power  arad  jea 
loufy  :  "  And  the  men  of  Bethfhemefh  faid,  Who  .is  abl 
*%  to  fund  before  this  holy  Lord  God,  and  to  whom  ihaii  h 
"  go  up  from  us  ?"f  Nay,  the  fame  feems  to  have  beei 
the  view  of  the  apoftle  Peter,  when  furprifed  with  an  ai 
tonifliing  evidence  of  his  mailer's  power  and  Godheac 
"  When  Simon  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jefus*  fee' 

*  Rom.vii.  12,  13,  H.         t   1  Sani.  \'u  2'\ 
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"  faying,  Depart  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man,  O 

.  This  difpofition  is  daily  manifeft  in  many  who  are  un- 
L  der  the  dominion  of  fear.  The  worfhip  of  God  is  pain- 
ful to  them,  his  fervice  is  a  burden,  his  prefence  is  ter- 
rible :  they  keep  at  a  diftance,  therefore,  as  much  as  they 
can  or  dare.  Their  peace  and  compofure  is  chiefly  owing 
to  their  lofing  themfelves,  and  occupying  their  minds  en- 
•  tirtly  with  different  objedts.  No  fign  will  more  furely 
difcover  the  nature  and  influence  of  flavifli  fear  than  this. 
There  is  a  gloom  and  melancholy  fprcad  over  every  thing 
in  religion  to  them  ;  when  they  are  engaged  in  facred 
duties,  it  is  a  heavy  tirefome  tafk,  and  they  rejoice  in  get- 
ting them  over,  as  a  bullock  when  he  is  J 00 fed  from  the 
yoke.  On  the  other  hand,  real  chrifiians,  though  bur. 
dened  with  finful  fear,  cannot  take  refuge  in  any  thing 
die  than  God ;  they  dare  not  take  their  reft  in  the  crea- 
ture, but  fay  with  Job,  "  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I 
utruft  inhim;,,f  or  with  the  Pfalmift  David,  "Yet  the 
44  Lord  will  command  his  loving-kindnefs  in  ihe  day-time, 
11  and  in  the  night  his  fong  lhall  be  with  me,  and  my 
u  prayer  unto  the  God  of  my  life,"  J  Nothing  gives  re* 
lief  tofuch,  till  they  attain  to  a  view  of  the  divine  mercy, 
and  a  humble  hope  of  peace  and  reconciliation. 

3.  Whether  have  you  comfort  and  fatisfaftion  in  a  fenfe 
of  God's  favor,  as  well  as  a  diltrefling  fear  of  his  wrath  ? 
Thisalfo  will  ferve  to  diftinguifli  between  thofe  wiio  have 
no  other  religion  than  what  fear  produces,  and  thofe  in 
whom  it  only  maintains  a  conflict  with  a  better  princ:ple. 
There  arefome  who  are  reftrainedfrom  fin,  and  compel- 
led  to  many  duties,  by  fear,  who  may  eafily  fee  what  go- 
verns them,  becaufe  they  are  altogether  ftrangers  to  joy 
and  fatisfaftion  in  God.  This  is  not,  indeed,  what  they 
aim  at.  They  have  never  yet  feen  his  favor  as  the  objeft 
offupreme  defire.  They  only  believe  fo  far  as  to  tremble, 
and  would  fain  by  compofition,  fo  to  fpeak,  and  fome  de- 
gree of  compliance,  though  relu&ant  and  backward,  avoid 
the  divine  wrath.  A  coldnefs  and  conftraint  runs  through 

•  Luke  v.  8.         f  Job  xiii.  U.         \  Pfal.  xlii.  7. 
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all  their  performances,  and  they  are  apt  to  call  in  queftlor 
the  reality  of  joy  in  God,  and  communion  with  him,  be- 
caufe  they  are  altogether  (Irangers  to  it  themfelves.  But 
all  the  real  children  of  God  defire  a  fenfe  of  his  love,  tfl 
well  as  grieve  or  fear  under  a  fenfe  of  his  difpleafure.  The 
light  of  his  reconciled  countenance  gives  them  more  joy 
and  gladnefs  than  the  greateft  affluence  of  corn  or  of 
wine ;  and  under  the  fevereft  chaftifement,  inftead  of  fly* 
ing  from  his  prefence,  they  fay  with  Job,  "  O  that  I  knnc 
4C  where  I  might  find  him,  that  I  might  come  even  to  Ui 
"  feat ;  I  would  order  my  caufe  before  him,  and  fill  najf 
44  mouth  with  arguments."*  Nothing,  indeed,  can  be 
more  proper  than  calling  the  one  a  filial,  and  the  others 
flavifh  fear :  for  great  is  the  difference  between  a  chQd 
fearing  the  difpleafure  of  a  parent  whom  he  fincerely  lota, 
and  a  flave  dreading  the  refentment  of  an  enraged  tyrant, 
whofe  fervice  he  abhors. 


SECT.    IV. 

From  this  metaphor,  Except  a  man  be  born  again  he  cam* 
not  see  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  other  parallel  ex* 
pressions  in  the  holy  scriptures,  we  may  learn  that  the 
change  here  intended  is  supernatural. 

WHEN  I  fay  it  is  a  fupernatural  change,  I  mean 
that  it  is  what  man  cannot  by  his  own  power  ef- 
fect without  fuperior  or  divine  aid.  As  we  are  by  nature 
in  a  (late  of  enmity  and  oppofition  to  God,  fo  this  is  whal 
we  cannot  "  of  ourfelves"  remove  or  overcome.  The  ex« 
ercife  of  our  own  rational  powers,  the  perfuafion  of  others, 
the  application  of  all  moral  motives  of  every  kind,  will  be 
ineffectual,  without  the  fpecial  operation  of  the  Spirit  and 
grace  of  God.  Thus  the  apoftle  John  defcribes  thofe  win 
believe  in  the  name  of  Chrift  :  "  Which  were  born  not  oi 
•*  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefli,  nor  of  the  will  of  man 
u  but  of  God."f  And  thus  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefles  him 
felf:    "  Not  by  works  of  righteoufnefs  which  we  have 

*  Job  xxiii.  3,  4.  t  John  i.  13. 
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u  done  but  according  to  his  mercy  he  faved  us,  by  the 
14  wafting  of  regeneration,  and  renewing  of  the  Holy 
*  Gboit"*  There  is  no  part  of  the  fcripture  do&rine 
vtidi  the  natural  man  hears  with  greater  averfion,  or  op* 
pofes  with  greater  violence.  It  gives  fo  humbling  a  view 
of  our  own  chara&er  and  ftate,  and  ftands  fo  diredlly  op. 
pofed  to  pride  and  felf-fufficiency,  that  it  cannot  be  truly 
acceptable  to  any,  till  they  are  brought  to  a  faving  ac- 
quaintance with  its  power  and  efficacy.  However  it  hath 
been,  this  "  foolifhnefs  of  preaching,"  or  rather,  this 
commonly  efteemed  foolilh  part  of  preaching,  that  God 
bath  moll  remarkably  blefled  for  the  fal  vation  of  fouls ;  I 
will  therefore  endeavor  to  fhew,  in  as  plain  and  fatisfy ing 
a  manner  as  I  am  able,  that  this  is  the  dodtrine  of  the 
holy  fcripture ;  and  then  to  vindicate  it  from  the  chief  ob- 
jeftions  that  are  ufually  raifed  againft  it. 

How  many  paflages  of  Scripture  are  there,  that  fpeak 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  not  only  of  our  miferable  but  help- 
Ids  Bate  before  converfion.  Thus  the  apoftle  to  the  Ephe- 
fians,  "  And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in 
"trcfpafles  and  fins."f  And  again,  u  But  God,  who  is 
*  rich  in  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us, 
"even  when  we  were  dead  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  to- 
"gether  with  Chrift  (by  grace  ye  are  faved.")  J  In  his 
cpiftlc  to  the  Coloffians,  he  repeats  the  fame  thing ;  "And 
"you,  being  dead  in  your  fins  and  the  uncircumcifion  of 
"  your  flefh,  hath  he  quickened  together  with  him,  ha- 
"  ving  forgiven  you  all  your  trefpafles."||  The  reader  muft 
bow,  that  in  many  other  paflages  the  fame  truth  is  to  be 
found,  couched  under  the  fame  or  like  metaphors  :  fuch 
as  u  blindnefs,  darknefs,  hardnefs  of  heart."  The  force 
of  the  expreflion  is  feldom  fufficiently  attended  to.  Suf- 
fer roe  then  to  put  the  que  (lion,  Do  you  give  credit  to  the 
hdy  fcriptures  ?  Do  you  form  your  opiniqns  without  par- 
tiality or  prejudice  from  them  ?  Then  you  mud  receive 
it  u  truth  that  man,  in  his  natural  ilate,  can  do  nothing 
of himfelf  to  his  own  recovery,  without  the  concurrence 
offuperior  aid.     If  there  is  any  meaning  or  propriety  in 

•  Titus  iii.  5.     t  Eph.  ii.  1.      !  Eph.  ii.  4,  3.      II  Col.  ii.  13. 
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fcripture  language,  we  mult  yield  to  this.  What  more 
could  be  faid,  than  that  we  are  "  dead"  in  fin  ?  What 
more  incapable  of  a&ion,  than  one  who  is  entirely  depri- 
ved of  life  ? 

But  left  there  fhould  be  any  remaining  exception,  thd 
thing  is  aflerted  in  plain  and  explicit  terms,  without  any 
metaphor,  by  the  apoftle  John,  from  our  Saviour's  own 
mouth :  u  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except  the  Father 
u  which  hath  lent  me,  draw  him  ;  and  I  will  raife  hintf 
u  up  at  the  laft  day.  It  is  written  in  the  prophets,  And 
44  they  ftiall  be  all  taught  of  God  ;  every  man,  therefore,' 
*4  that  hath  heard  and  hath  learned  of  the  Father,  comedf 
44  unto  me."*  1  fhall  mention  only  one  paflage  more,  in 
which,  under  the  fimilitude  of  a  wretched  outcaft  infant, 
the  prophet  Ezekiel  reprefents  the  natural  ftate  of  Jerufc* 
lem.  u  And  as  for  thy  nativity,  in  the  day  thou  wait  born, 
"  thy  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  waft  thou  waftied  in  wa- 
At  ter  to  fupple  thee ;  thou  waft  not  falted  at  all,  nor  fwad- 
44  died  at  all.  None  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  thefe 
"  unto  thee,  to  have  compafGon  upon  thee ;  but  thou  waft 
44  caft  out  in  the  open  field,  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon, 

in  the  day  that  thou  waft  born.     And  when  I  paffed  by 

thee,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  faid 
44  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live  ;  yea,  I 
44  faid  unto  thee,  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live."j 
Here  all  the  circumftances  are  collected,  that  could  figni- 
fy  at  once  a  miferable  and  weak,  wretched  and  helplefs 
condition,  or  that  could  ferve  to  make  our  deliverance  at 
once  a  fignal  inftance  both  of  grace  and  power. 

This  leads  me  to  obferve,  that  the  fame  truth  will  re 
ceive  further  light  from  thofe  pafTages  of  fcripture,  in  whicl 
the  real  agent  in  this  great  change  is  pointed  out,  anc 
which  celebrate  the  efficacy  of  his  power.  As  in  the  tex 
it  is  aflerted,  that,  u  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  can 
44  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God ;"  So  in  other  paf 
fages,  true  believers  are  faid  to  be  <4  born  of  God — bon 
4i  from  above — born  of  the  Spirit."  The  power  of  Got 
exerted  in  the  renovation  of  the  finner,  is  defcribed  ii 

•  John  vi.  44,  45.         t  E/ek.  xvi.  4,  5,  6. 
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language  taken  from  the  firft  formation  of  the  world.  "  For 
14  we  arc  his  workmanlhip,  created  in  Chritt  Jefus  unto 
M  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
"fliould  walk  in  them."*  And,  "If any  man  be  in 
H  Chrift,  he  is  a  new  creature ;  old  things  are  paft  away, 
tt  behold  all  things  are  become  new."  \  See  the  prophe- 
cies of  the  Old  Teftament,  refpe&ing  the  plentiful  effufi- 
on  of  the  holy  Spirit  in  the  times  of  the  gofpel :  they  con- 
tain  a  clear  defcription  of  divine  fupernatural  influence. 
Thus  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  tl  For  I  will  pour  water  upon 
u  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground.  I 
"  will  pour  my  Spirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing  up- 
u  on  thine  offspring ;  and  they  fliall  fpring  up  as  among 
14  the  grafs,  and  as  willows  by  the  wate^-courfes.,,, \  To 
the  fame  purpofe  the  prophet  Ezekiel :  "  Then  will  I 
*  fprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  fhall  be  clean 
u  from  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  [ 
11  cleanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  I  give  you,  and  a 
tt  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you ;  and  1  will  take  away 
u  the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  fiefh,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
u  heart  of  flelh ;  and  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  you,  and 
"  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes  ;  and  ye  fliall  keep  my 
"  judgments,  and  do  thenr*j|  Let  it  not  feem  tedious  to 
any  that  I  have  collected  fo  many  paflages  of  fcripture  on 
this  fubjeft.  It  is  no  light  thing  ;  and  indeed  it  is  no 
common  thing,  to  believe  it  from  the  heart.  Kut  let  us 
now  affirm  it,  on  divine  teilimony,  that  regeneration  is 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Ghoft. 

I  would  not  build  this  truth  upon  any  other  evidence. 
When  we  Hand  in  God's  room,  bear  his  meflacre,  and 
fpeak  in  his  name,  nothing  fliould  be  affirmed,  which 
cannot  be  fupportcd  by  a  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord."  But 
having  done  fo,  1  think  I  may  warrantably  obferve  how 
much  the  vifible  (late  of  the  world  correfponds  with  the 
fcripture  declarations  on  this  fubjett.  I  hope  this  will  be 
neither  unfuitable  nor  unprofitable,  confidering  what  an 
inward  averfion  men   have  to  receive  and  apply  them. 

•   Eph.  ii.  10.         t  2  Cor.  v.  17.         \  If.  xliv.  3,  4. 

II  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26,  27. 


138  A  Practical  Treatise 

Do  we  not  daily  fee  many  inftances  of  perfons,  of  fiift 
rate  underftandings  and  great  natural  abilities,  who  yet 
continue  blind  to  their  duty  to  God,  and  the  falvation  oC 
their  fouls  ?  As  they  are  born,  fo  they  continue  to  fhov 
themfelves  through  their  whole  lives,  "  wife  to  do  evil, 
44  but  to  do  good  they  have  no  knowledge."  What  prods 
do  they  often  give  of  the  power  and  influence  of  habits  of 
wickednefs  over  them  ?  How  frequently  does  it  happen, 
that  their  attachment  to  fin  in  general,  or  to  fome  parti- 
cular fin,  is  fuch,  as  to  bear  down  before  it  all  regard  to 
their  own  intereft,  temporal  and  eternal  ?  While  at  the 
lame  time  perfons  of  unfpeakably.  inferior  talents,  enlight- 
ened by  the  Spirit  and  fandlified  by  the  grace  of  God, 
fhall  (land  firm  againft  the  mod  dangerous  temptations, 
and  efcape  the  pollution  that  is  in  the  world  through  Iuft. 
This  our  bleffed  Lord  adores  as  a  part  or  proof  of  the  fo- 
vereignty  and  unfearchable  wifdom  of  his  heavenly  Father. 
"  In  that  hour  Jefus  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  faid,  I  thank 
44  thee,  O  Fadier,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  thou 
**  haft  hid  thefe  things  from  the  wife  and  prudent,  and 
44  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes  :  even  fo,  Father,  for  fa 
44  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."* 

Is  it  not  plain,  that  fuperior  advantages  of  inflru&ion, 
though  very  valuable,  are  far  from  being  always  efFcdtual  ? 
Sometimes  thofe  who  live  long  under  the  falutary  in- 
ftruction  and  edifying  example  of  pious  parents  and  maf- 
ters,  continue,    notwithftanding,    in  an  infenfible  ftate. 
Sometimes  we  fee  perfons  fit  long  under  the  mod  enlight- 
ening and  awakening  miniftry,  with  hearts  as  hard  as  the 
nether  millftone.     The  cafe  of  the  ordinary  hearers  of 
the  gofpel  is  indeed  often  affe&ing,  and  leads  to  ferious 
meditation  on  the  depths  of  the  divine  counfels.     Suffer 
me   to  befpeak  the  readers  of  this  clafs  in  the  following 
terms*     Are  not  many  of  you  a  wonder  to  yourfelves,  as 
well  as  to  one  another  ?  Is  not  your  danger  often  pointed 
out  to  you  in  the  cleared  manner  ?  Is  not  your  character 
drawn  and  diftinguifhed  by  the  moft  undeniable  marks  ? 
Are  not  \  o.ir  duty  and  intereft  fet  before  you  in  fuch  a 

*  Luke  x.  21. 
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manner,  that  it  cannot  be  contradicted,  and  there  is  no- 
thing left  to  reply  ?  And  yet  after  all,  though  there  may 
be  fane  weak  or  temporary  refolutions,  it  is  without  any 
ml  or  lading  effeft.  Doth  not  this  ratify  and  confirm  the 
following  paflage  of  fcripture  ?  "  Who  then  is  Paul,  and 
*who  is  Apollos,  but  minifters  by  whom  ye  believed, 
11  even  as  the  Lord  gave  to  every  man  ?  I  have  planted, 
H  Apollos  watered,  but  God  gave  the  increafe.  So  then, 
11  neither  is  he  that  planteth  any  thing,  neither  he  that 
44  watercth,  but  God  that  giveth  the  increafe."* 

To  be  abfent  altogether  from  the  ordinances  of  God  is 
1  dreadful  and  dangerous  thing,  for  it  leads  directly  to  a 
Sate  of  total  blindnefs  and  undifturbed  fecurity.  1  have 
often  thought,  however,  that  the  cafe  of  many  who  con- 
tinue to  give  their  attendance  is  much  more  wonderful. 
Are  there  not  habitual  drunkards  often  feen  in  the  houfe 
of  God?  Are  there  not  fome  profane  fwearers  often  feen 
in  the  houfe  of  God  ?  Are  there  not  fome  who  walk  in  the 
faft  of  uncleannefs  ?  fome  who  retain,  without  reftitution, 
unrighteous  gain,  whom  approaching  death,  the  wrath  of 
God,  and  the  fire  of  hell  cannot  terrify  ?  Of  fuch,  we  may 
jollly  lay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid, 
44  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft,  in  whom  the  god  of  this 
"  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe 
44  not,  left  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Ghrift,  who  is 
u  the  image  of  God,  fhould  fhine  unto  them."f 

Let  it  be  further  confidered,  how  much  providential 
warnings  are  generally  defpifed,  even  when  they  are  fo 
awfid  in  their  nature,  and  fo  clear  in  their  meaning,  that 
one  would  think  nothing  but  an  abfolute  infatuation  could 
prevent  their  effett.  Sinners  may  keep  themfelves  from 
hearing  the  word  of  God,  and  from  any  fuch  reading  or 
conversation  as  will  bring  eternity  in  their  view.  But  he 
lifts  them  in  their  families  or  in  their  perfons,  and  they 
cannot  fly  from  thefc  "  terrible  things  in  righteoufnefs,,f 
by  which  he  pleads  his  caufe  from  day  to  day.  Are  not 
the  young  and  beautiful  foon  carried  to  their  graves  ?  Are 
not  the  great  and  noble  foon  humbled  in  the  dull  ?  Have 

*    J  Cor.  iii.  5,  6,  7.  t  2  Cor.  iv.  3,  4. 
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not  fenfuality  and  riot,  impurity  and  lufl,  flain  their  vie 
tims,  and  raited  up  monuments  fraught  with  moral  in. 
itruftion  in  every  age  ?  How  long  is  it  ago,  fince  Hofca 
laid,  "  Whoredom  and  wine,  and  new  wine  take  away 
44  the  heart  ?"*  And  fince  Solomon  faid  of  a  harlot, 
41  She  hath  cad  down  many  wounded,  and  many  ftrong 
44  men  have  been  flain  by  her.  Her  houfe  is  the  way  to 
44  hell,  going  down  to  the  chambers  of  death  :"f  B# 
though  uninfpired  writers  have  faid  this  as  well  as  he,  naj', 
though  it  is  viiible  to  all,  have  men  become  wife  ?  Have 
they  fhunned  the  paths  of  the  deftroyer  ?  No :  we  may 
j'iftly  fay  of  the  prefent  times,  r.s  the  Pfalmift  David  (aid 
many  ages  ago,  "  This  their  way  is  their  folly ;  yet  their 
44  pofterity  approve  their  fayings."];  Nothing,  nothing 
will  change  them,  till  the  Spirit  of  GoJroufe  and  awaken 
the  confidence,  powerfully  conftrain  the  will,  and  eflec- 
tually  renew  the  heart. 

Hence  then  it  appears,  that  the  new  birth  is  a  4C  fupcr- 
naturai  change ;"  it  is  the  effeft  of  the  power  of  God;  it 
is  the  work  of  the  Holy  Gholh  1  have  been  at  the  more 
pains  to  eftabliih  this  truth,  becaufe  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
until  it  be  truly  received,  there  may  be  a  form,  but  there 
can  be  nothing  of  the  power  of  godlinefs.  But  we  muft 
now  vindicate  it  from  the  objections  and  abufe,  to  which 
it  may  be  thought  liable.  There  are  many  who  ftill  har- 
bor in  their  minds,  and  fometimes  produce  in  converfation, 
the  obje&ion  mentioned  by  the  apoftle  Paul ;  "  Thou  wilt 
4fc  fay  then  unto  me,  Why  doth  he  yet  find  fault,  for  who 
44  hath  refifted  his  will  ?"|  This,  indeed,  is  the  fum  of  all 
the  objections  that  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be  oftered  againft 
it :  and  1  make  the  fhort  anfwer  of  the  fame  apolllei 
Nay,  but  O  man !  who  art  thou  that  replied  againft 
God  ?"  This  is  but  making  or  imagining  an  inconCf- 
tency  between  two  things,  both  of  which  God  hath  clearly 
eftablifhed  and  infeparably  joined  in  his  word.  Thefe  are, 
his  own  power  neceflary  to  the  change,  and  our  duty  in 
the  ufe  of  the  means ;  or  rather,  our  fin  while  continuing 
at  enmity  with  him  and  refufing  his  mercy. 

•  Tlof.  iv.  11.         t  Prov.  vii.  26,  27.         J  Ffcil  xlix.  l.>. 

II  Rom.  ix.  19. 
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I  make  no  fcrupk  to  acknowledge,  that  it  is  impoffible 
for  me ;  nay,  I  find  no  difficulty  in  fuppofing,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  any  finite  mind,  to  point  out  the  bounds  be- 
tween the  "  dependence"  and  "a&ivity"  of  the  creature. 
Bat  though  we  mud  ever  remember,  that  it  is  he  alone 
rho  can  "  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  unclean,"  yet  we 
now  alfo,  that  "all  have  finned  and  come  fhort  of  the 
1  gjory  of  God."  We  know  that  "  God  will  be  juft  when 
1  he  fpeaketh,  and  clear  when  he  judgeth  :"  that  he  re- 
eds with  difdain,  the  imputation  of  being  the  author  of 
in.  "  Let  no  man  fay,  when  he  is  tempted,  I  am  tempt- 
1  edof  God  :  for  God  cannot  be  tempted  of  evil,  neither 
1  tempteth  he  any  man,"*  For  our  greater  affurance  of 
his,  be  hath  condefcended  to  confirm  it  by  his  oath. — 
'  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the 
1  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn  from  his 
1  way  arid  live :  turn  ye,  turn  ye,  from  you  evil  ways ; 
1  for  why  will  ye  die,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?"f  The  connexi- 
«  between  this  and  the  former  truth  appears  plainly  in 
he  following  pbflage  *.  "  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me,  that 
1  ye  might  have  life."  J 

Perhaps  alfo,  there  are  fome  who  abufe  this  do&rine  to 
loth  and  negligence.  At  lead  they  may  pretend  this,  as 
nexcufe  or  palliation  of  their  contempt  of  religion.  But 
s  it  not  an  inference  dire&ly  contrary  to  what  the  fcrip* 
ore  teaches  us  much  more  juftly  to  draw  from  the  fame 
ruth,  viz.  u  Work  out  your  own  falvation  with  fear  and 
1  trembling ;  for  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  to  will  and 
'to  do  of  his  good  pleafure ?"j|  The  former  inference 
rould  be  juft  in  the  cafe  of  devils,  who,  having  received 
heir  fentence,  can  only  now  "  believe  and  tremble :" 
)ut  it  would  be  altogether  unjuft,  and  a  dreadful  contempt 
i  mercy  in  thofe,  to  whom  the  offer  of  falvation  by  grace 
&  addreffed.  What  is  now  tranfa&ing  in  the  miniftry  of 
hegofpel,  (hall  contribute  at  laft  to  ftop  every  mouth,  and 
nit  this  criminal  excufe  to  eternal  filence.  Suppofe  the 
inner  at  the  judgment-feat  to  offer  this  defence  for  him- 

*  James  i.  13.       t  Ezek.  xxxiii.  11.      \  John  v.  4Q, 

||  Phil.  ii.  13,  14. 
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felf :  "  I  was  altogether  under  the  poWer  of  corruption; 
"  it  was  impoffible  forme  to  do  any  thing  of  myfelf."  B 
it  not  natural  to  reply,  "  Where  learned  you  this  ?"  From 
the  holy  fcriptures.  u  And  did  not  the  fame  fcriptarflt 
u  alfo  tell  you,  Him  that  eometh  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wiff 
44  c^il  out.  Wherefore  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttcrmoft 
44  all  that  come  to  God  through  him. — Believe  in  the  Lorf 
"  Jefus  Chrift,  and  thou  fhalt  be  faved  ?"  But  I  could  not 
reconcile  one  fcripture  to  another.  "  And  was  that  isxf 
44  way  wonderful  ?  Or  can  it  poffibly  juflify  your  rebd^ 
(c  lion  againft  the  plaineft  commands,  that  you  were  frit 
"  able  fully  to  comprehend  what  is  fatd  of  the  abfolutedo- 
44  minion  and  fovereignty  of  God  ?" 

Let  us,  therefore,  fettle  it  in  our  minds,  that,  though  we 
are  of  our fe Ives  utterly  unable  to  produce  a  change  in  our 
hearts,  u  nothing  is  impoffible  with  GOD."  He  firft 
made  them,  and  he  is  able  to  reform  them.  On  a  con* 
Viftion  of  our  own  inability,  one  would  think  we  flwuH 
but  the  more  humbly  and  the  more  earneftly  apply  to  him 
who  is  all-fufficient  in  power  and  grace.  The  deplorable 
and  naturally  helplefs  {late  of  finners,  doth  not  hinder  ex- 
hortations  to  them  in  fcripture ;  and  therefore  takes  not 
away  their  obligation  to  duty.  See  an  addrefs,  where  the 
ftrongeft  metaphors  are  retained,  the  exhortation  given  m 
thefe  very  terms,  and  the  foundation  of  the  duty  plainly 
pointed  out — "  Wherefore  he  faith,  awake  thou  that  fleep- 
44  eft,  and  arife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  (hall  give  thee 
44  light."*  From  which  it  is  very  plain,  that  the  moral 
inability,  under  which  finners  now  lie,  as  a  confequence 
of  the  fall,  is  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  take  away  the  guilt 
of  fin,  the  propriety  of  exhortations  to  duty,  or  the  necef- 
fity  of  endeavors  after  recovery. 

But  what  (hall  we  fay  ?  Alas !  the  very  fubjeft  we  af* 
now  fpeaking  of,  affords  a  new  proof  of  the  blindnefs,  pre 
judice,  and  obftinacy  of  finners.  They  are  felf-condemri 
ed ;  for  they  do  not  aft  the  fame  part  in  fimilar  cafc5 
The  affairs  of  the  prefent  life  are  not  managed  in  fo  pre 
pofterous  a  manner.     He  that  ploughs  his  ground,  anc 

*  Eph.  v.  l  *• 
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throws  in  his  feed,  cannot  fo  much  as  unite  one  grain  to 
the  clod ;  nay,  he  is  not  able  to  conceive  how  it  is  done. 
He  cannot  carry  on,  nay,  he  cannot  fo  much  as  begin 
ooefingle  Hep  of  this  wonderful  procefs  toward  the  fubfe- 
ipsnt  crop ;  the  mortification  of  the  feed*  the  refurre£tion 
df  the  blade,  and  gradual  increale,  till  it  come  to  perfect 
maturity.  Is  it,  therefore,  reafonable  that  he  fhould  fay, 
M I fb^ my  part  can  do  nothing:  it  is,  firft  and  lad,  an 
efie£t  of  divine  power  and  energy :  and  God  can  as  ea- 
fily  raifc  a  crop  without  fowing  as  with  it,  in  a  fingle  in- 
fiant  and  in  any  place,  as  in  a  long  time  by  the  mutual 
influence  of  foil  and  feafon ;  I  will  therefore  fpare  myfelf 
the  hardlhip  of  toil  and  labor,  and  wait  with  patience,  till 
1  fee  what  he  will  be  pleafed  to  fend  ?"  Would  this  be 
nadnefs  ?  Would  it  be  univerfally  reputed  fo  ?  And 
would  it  not  be  equal  madnefs  to  turn  the  grace  of  God  in- 
to licentioufnefs  ?  Believe  it,  the  warning  is  equally  rea- 
fimable  and  equally  neceflary,  in  fpiritual  as  in  temporal 
dungs :  "  Be  not  deceived,  God  is  not  mocked,  for  what- 
u  foever  a  man  foweth,  that  (hall  he  alfo  reap :  for  he 
u  that  foweth  to  the  flefh,  fhall  of  the  flefh  reap  corrupti- 
"  on ;  but  he  that  foweth  to  the  Spirit,  fhall  of  the  Spirit 
44  reap  life  everlaiting.,,* 

*  Gal.  vi.  7,  8. 
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In  which  is  shewn  wherein  this  change  doth  properly-  mid 
dire&ty  consist,  and  what  are  its  principal  evidence*  aid 
fruits. 

SECT,    I. 

Wherein  the  change  in  regeneration  doth  properly  and  dirtSt* 

hf  consist. 

I  HAVE  hitherto,  by  general  remarks,  endeavored  to 
caution  the  reader  againft  taking  up  with  erroneous 
and  defe&ive  views  of  the  nature  of  religion.  We  no* 
proceed  a  ftep  farther :  and  I  would  willingly  point  oat, 
in  as  diftinft  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  is  the  change 
which  is  wrought  in  all,  without  exception,  who  are  the 
real  children  of  God,  by  whatever  means  it  is  brought 
about ;  what  it  is  in  the  temper  and  difpofition,  in  the 
life  and  practice,  which  conftitutes  the  difference  between 
one  who  "  is,"  and  one  who  is  "  not  born  again.''  The 
different  fteps  by  which  this  change  may  be  efie&ed  in 
the  fovereign  providence  of  God,  and  the  different  degrees 
of  perfeftion  at  which  it  may  arrive,  I  purpofely  omit 
here,  and  referve  as  the  fubjett  of  a  diftinft  head  of  dit 
courfe. 

That  we  may  enter  on  the  fubjeft  with  the  greater  per- 
fpicuity  and  fimplicity,  it  will  be  proper  to  begin  with  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  defign  and  purpofe  of  this  change  is  to 
repair  the  lofs  which  man  fuflained  by  the  fall.  Man,  at 
his  firft  creation,  was  made  after  the  image  of  God,  to 
knowledge,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs,  and  enjoyed  un- 
interrupted fellowfhip  and  communion  with  him.  H< 
was  not  only  fubfervient  to  the  divine  glory,  by  a  nature 
and  neceffary  fubjeftion  to  the  divine  dominion,  whid 
all  creatures  are,  have  been,  and  ever  will  be,  but  bj 
choice  and  inclination,  his  duty  and  delight  being  invari 
ably  the  fame.  By  the  fall  he  became  not  only  obnoxiou 
to  the  divine  difpleafure,  by  a  fingle  a&  of  tranfgreffioc 
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botdifobedient  to  the  divine  will  in  his  habitual  and  pre* 
Tailing  inclination.  This  is  the  character  given  not  of 
one  man  only,  but  of  the  human  race.  "  And  God  faw 
"that  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 
"that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 
v  only  evil  continually ."* 

He  became,  at  the  fame  time,  not  only  unworthy  of, 
Hit  wholly  difinclined  to  communion  with  God,  and  ha- 
bitually difpofed  to  prefer  the  creature  before  the  Creator, 
vho  is  "  God  blefled  for  evermore."  In  regeneration, 
herefore,  the  firmer  muft  be  reftored  to  the  image  of  God, 
rhich,  in  a  created  nature,  is  but  another  ex  predion  for 
bedience  to  his  will.  He  mull  alfo  be  reftored  to  the  ex- 
rcife  of  love  to  him,  and  find  his  happinefs  and  comfort 

I  him.  His  habitual  temper,  his  prevailing  difpofition, 
rthat  which  hath  the  afcendency,  muft  be  the  fame  that 

II  perfect  and  without  mixture,  before  the  fall,  and  fliaJl 
e  made  equally,  or  perhaps  more  perfedt,  in  heaven, 
Ser  death. 

As  the  change  muft  be  entire  and  univerfal,  correfpond- 
igto  the  corruption  of  the  whole  man,  it  is  not  unufual 
ilay  it  may  be  fully  comprehended  in  the  three  following 
lings,  giving  a  new  dire&ion  to  the  underftanding,  the 
ill,  and  the  afledtions.  And  no  doubt,  with  refpeft  to 
my  one  of  thefe,  there  is  a  remarkable  and  fenfible 
bange.  But  as  the  underftanding  is  a  natural  faculty, 
'hich  becomes  good  or  evil,  juft  as  it  is  applied  or  tm- 
loyed,  it  would  be  fcarce  poffible  to  illuftrate  the  change 
1  it  without  introducing,  at  the  fame  time,  a  view  of  the 
ifpofition  and  tendency  of  the  heart  and  affections.  As, 
mefore,  the  change  is  properly  of  a  moral  or  fpiritual 
ature,  it  feems  to  me  properly  and  dire&ly  to  confift  in 
icfe  two  things,  1.  That  our  fupreme  and  chief  end  be 
>  ferve  and  glorify  God,  and  that  every  other  aim  be 
ibordinate  to  this.  2.  That  the  foul  reft  in  God  as  its 
uef  happinefs,  and  habitually  prefer  his  favor  to  every 
her  enjoyment.  Thefe  two  particulars  I  /hall  now  en- 
avor  to  illuftrate  a  little,  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
imed  them. 

*  Gen.  vi.  5. 
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i.  Our  fupremc  and  chief  end  mud  be  to  ferve  j 
glorify  God,  and  every  other  aim  mud  be  fubordinafc 

this. 

All  things  were  originally  made,  and  are  daily  pre 

ved  for,  nay,  they  lhall  certainly  in  the  iffue  tend  to 

glory  of  God ;  that  is,  the  exercife  and  illuftration  of 

vine  perfection.     With  this  great  end  of  creation  the 

clination  and  will  of  every  intelligent  creature  ougfc 

coincide*     It  is,  according  to  fcripture  and  reafon, 

firft  duty  of  man  to  u  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory 

"  unto  his  name."    This,  I  know,  the  world  that  1 

in  wickednefs  can  neither  imderftand  nor  approve.  " ' 

44  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spiri 

a  God,  for  they  are  foolifhnefs  unto  him,  neither  can 

41  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  difcernec 

The  truth  is,  we  ought  not  to  be  furprized  to  find  it 

for  in  this  the  fin  of  man  originally  confided,  and  in 

the  nature  of  all  fin,  asfuch,  doth  ftill  confift,  viz.  v 

drawing  the  allegiance  due  to  God,  and  refufmg  fubjet 

to  his  will.     The  language  of  every  unrenewed  fa 

and  the  language  of  every  finner's  pra&ice  is,  u  Oil* 

44  are  our  own,  who  is  lord  over  us  ?"     But  he  that  U 

newed  and  born  again,  hath  feen  his  own  entire  dep 

ance  upon  God,  hath  feen  his  Maker's  right  of  d 

nion,  and  the  obligation  upon  all  his  creatures  to  bt 

every  refpedt,  fubfervient  to  his  glory,  and  withoul 

ferve  fubmiflive  to  his  will.     He  hath  feen  this  to  be 

tc  fit"  and  "  reafonable,"  becaufe  of  the  abfolute  perf 

on  and  infinite  excellence  of  the  divine  nature.     I 

convinced  that  all  preferring  of  our  will  to  that  of  Got 

a  criminal  ufurpation  by  the  creature  of  the  unalier 

rights  of  the  great  Creator  and  fovereign  proprietor  ol 

Regeneration,  then,  is  communicating  this  new  j 

ciple,  and  giving  it  fuch  force  as  that  it  may  obtain 

preferve  the  afcendency,  and  habitually  govern  the 

Every  one  may  eafily  fee  the  different  operation 

effe&s  of  this  principle  and  its  oppofite,  by  the  diffi 

carriage  and  behavior  of  men  in  the  world.     The  i 

*   1  Cor.  ii.  14. 
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Hewed  man  feeks  his  own  happinefs  immediately  and  ul- 
timately :  it  is  to  pleafe  himfelf  that  he  conftantly  aims. 
This  is  the  caufe,  the  uniform  caufe,  of  his  preferring  one 
aftran  to  another.  This  determines  his  choice  of  em- 
ployment, enjoyments,  companions.  His  religious  ac- 
tions are  not  chofen,  but  fubmitted  to,  through  fear  of 
worfc.  He  confiders  religion  as  a  reftraint,  and  the  divine 
hw  as  hard  and  fevere.  So  that  a  Ihort  and  fummary 
defcription  may  be  given  of  man  in  his  natural  ftate — 
That  he  hath  forgotten  his  fubje&ion,  that  God  is  de- 
throned, and  felf  honored,  loved,  and  ferved  in  his  room. 

This  account  will  appear  to  be  juft,  from  every  view 
given  us  in  fcripture  of  our  ftate  and  character,  before  or 
liter  converfion.  It  appears  very  clearly,  from  the  firft 
condition  required  by  our  Saviour  of  his  difciples,  viz. 
fcltdenial.  "  Then  faid  Jefus  to  his  difciples,  If  any 
4  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him  deny  himfelf,  and  take 
41  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me."*  AH  thofe  who  are 
brought  back  to  a  fenfe  of  their  duty  and  obligation  as 
creatures,  are  ready  to  fay,  not  with  their  tongues  only, 
bat  with  their  hearts,  "  Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory 
u  and  honor,  and  power,  for  thou  haft  created  all  things, 
u  and  for  thy  pleafure  they  are  and  were  created."!  It 
oogfat  to  be  attended  to,  what  is  the  import  of  this,  when 
fpoken  from  convi&ion.  They  not  only  confider  God  as 
being  mod  great,  and  therefore  to  be  feared  ;  but  as  infi- 
nitely holy,  as  abfolutely  perfeft.  and  therefore  to  be  loved 
and  ferved.  They  eftcem  all  his  commands  concerning 
iQ  things  to  be  right.  Their  own  remaining  corruption 
is  known,  felt,  and  confeffed  to  be  wrong.  This  law  in 
their  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  God  in  their 
minds,  is  often  deeply  lamented,  and,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
fiitnuoufly  and  habitually  refilled. 

Perhaps  the  attentive  reader  may  have  obferved,  that  I 
bive  ftill  kept  out  of  view  our  own  great  intereft  in  the 
fcrvice  of  God.  The  reafon  is,  there  is  certainly,  in  eve- 
ry renewed  heart,  a  fenfe  of  duty,  independent  of  in- 
tereft.    Were  this  not  the  cafe,  even  fuppofing  a  defire  of 

*  Matth.  xvi.  24.  t  Rev.  iv.  li. 
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reward  or  fear  of  punifhment,  fhould  difpofe  to  obedience, 
it  would  plainly  be  only  a  change  of  life,  and  no  change  of 
heart.  At  the  fame  time,  as  it  did  not  arife  from  any  in* 
ward  principle,  it  would  neither  be  uniform  nor  lafUng- 
It  is  beyond  all  queftion,  indeed,  that  our  true  intereft  if 
infeparable  from  our  duty,  fo  that  felf-feeking,  is  fetf» 
lofing ;  but  ftill  a  fenfe  of  duty  mud  have  the  precedency, 
otherwife  it  changes  its  nature,  and  is,  properly  fpeaking, 
no  duty  at  all. 

To  honor  God  in  the  heart,  then,  and  to  ferve  him  in 
the  life,  is  the  firft  and  higheft  defire  ef  him  that  is  born 
again.    This  is  not,  and  cannot  be  the  cafe,  with  any  in 
a  natural  ftate.     But,  before  we  proceed  to  the  other  par- 
ticular implied  in  this  change,  it  will  not  be  improper  to 
make  an  obfervation,  which  I  hope  will  have  the  greater 
weight,  when  the  foundation  of  it  is  frefh  in  the  reader's 
mind.     Hence  may  be  plainly  feen  the  reafon  why  pr* 
fane  and  worldly  men  have  fuch  a  tendency  to  fclf-righte- 
oufnefs,  while  the  truly  pious  are  filled  with  an  abhorrence 
of  that  foul-deftroying  falfhood.     This,  I  dare  fay,  ap* 
pears  ftrange  to  many,  as  I  confefs  it  hath  often  done  to 
me,  before  I  had  thought  fully  upon  the  fubjeft :  that  thofe 
who  are  evidently  none  of  the  ftri&eft  in  point  of  morals, 
and  have  lead  of  that  kind  to  boaft  of,  fhould  yet  be  the 
moft  profefled  admirers  and  defenders  of  the  do&rine  of 
juftification  by  works,  and  defpifers  of  the  do&rine  of  the 
grace  of  God.      But  the  folution  is  eafy  and  natural* 
Worldly  men  have  no  juft  fenfe  of  their  natural  and  un- 
alienable obligation  to  glorify  God  in  their  thoughts,  words 
and  a&ions,  and  therefore  all  that  they  do  in  religion 
they  look  upon  as  a  meritorious  fervice,  and  think  thai 
certainly  fomething  is  due  to  them  on  that  account.  Thej 
think  it  ftrange  if  they  have  walked  foberly,  regularly, 
and  decently,  efpecially  if  they  have  been  drift  and  punc 
tual  in  the  forms  of  divine  worfhip,  that  God  fhould  no 
be  obliged  (pardon  the  expreflion)  to  reward  them  accord 
ing  to  their  works.     It  is  a  hard  fervice  to  them,  they  d< 
it  only  that  they  may  be  rewarded,  or  at  leaft  may  not  fuf 
fer  for  the  negleft  of  it,  and  therefore  cannot  but  infii 
upon  the  merit  of  it 
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On  the  other  hand,  thofe  who  are  born  of  God,  are  fen- 
fible  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  rational  creature  to  love 
God  with  all  his  heart,  and  to  confecrate  all  his  powers 
aod  faculties  to  his  Maker's  fervice.  They  are  convinced 
that,  whoever  (hould  do  fo  without  fin,  would  do  only 
riut  is  juft  and  equal,  and  have  no  plea  of  merit  to  ad- 
vance. But  when  they  confider  how  many  fins  ft  ill  cleave 
0  them,  how  far  fhort  they  come  of  their  duty  in  every 
dftance,  they  afk  for  mercy,  and  not  for  reward,  and  are 
eady  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift  David,  "  If  thou,  Lord, 
fhouldeft  mark  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who  fhali  ftand  1  but 
there  is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayelt  be  fear* 
ed."*  To  fum  up  this  reafoning  in  a  tew  words.  The 
:lu£tant  obedience  which  fome  pay  to  the  divine  law,  is 
mfidered  as  a  debt  charged  upon  God ;  whereas  real 
bedience  is  confidered  as  a  debt  due  to  God.  And 
lerefore  it  mull  always  hold,  that  the  very  imperfedion  of 
n  obedience  itfelf  increafes  our  difpofition  to  overvalue 
nd  reft  our  dependance  upon  it. 

SECT.    II. 

The  second  part  of  this  change* 

rr^HE  next  thing  implied  in  a  faving  change  is,  that 
JL  the  foul  refts  in  God  as  its  chief  happinefs,  and  ha- 
bitually prefers  his  favor  to  every  other  enjoyment.  On 
tiiis  branch  of  the  fubjefl  I  would  beg  the  reader  to  ob- 
farve,  not  only  the  meaning  and  fubltance  of  the  propo- 
Stion,  but  the  order  in  which  it  is  placed.  There  mull 
>e  firft  a  devotednefs  of  mind  to  God,  and  a  fupreme  lead- 
ing concern  for  his  honor  and  glory.  He  muft  be,  if  I 
uay  fo  fpeak,  again  re  do  red  to  his  original  right,  his  do- 
minion and  throne,  while  the  creature  is  reduced  to  its 
)bedience  and  fubjeftion.  In  confequence  of  this,  there 
s  an  unfeigned  acquiefcence  in  God,  as  the  fource  of 
:omfort,  and  a  high  efteem  of  his  favor  as  better  than  life. 
This  does  not  go  before,  nay,  is  hardly  diftinft  or  feparaled 

•  Pfal.  exxx.  3,  4. 
Vol.  I.  T 
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from,  a  fenfc  of  duty,  but  is  founded  upon  it,  and  gr 
out  of  it.  When  a  holy  foul  has  feen  the  infinite  ex 
lence  and  glory  of  the  true  God,  loves  him  fuprenr 
and  is  devoted  to  him  entirely,  he  alfo  delights  in  him 
perlatively. 

Such  a  perfon  is  fully  convinced  that  thofe,  and  t 
alone  are  happy,  whofe  God  is  the  Lord,  and  that  t 
who  are  afar  off  from  him  fhall  certainly  perifh. 
natural  (late,  as  the  fure  confequence  of  fin,  the  tranfj 
for  flies  from  God,  with  a  dread  and  horror  of  his  prefe 
But  the  renewed  foul  returns  to  him  with  defire,  and \ 
an  uneafinefs  and  want  that  cannot  be  (applied  but  bj 
intimation  of  pardon,  and  fenfe  of  divine  love, 
warmth  and  fervor  of  devout  affedtion  is  ex  pre  fled  in 
ftrongeft  terms  in  fcripture :  u  As  the  hart  panteth  i 
"  the  water-brooks,  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  ( 
44  My  foul  thirfteth  for  God,  for  the  living  God,  w 
u  (hall  I  come  and  appear  before  God.  *  Becaufe  th; 
Ci  ving-kindnefs  is  better  than  life,  my  lips  fhall  p 
"  thee.     Thus  will  I  blefs  thee  while  I  live,  I  will  lif 

my  hands  in  thy  name,  my  foul  (hall  be  fatisfied  as 

marrow  and  fatnefs,  and  my  mouth  (hall  praife 

with  joyful  lips."f 

It  is  neceffary  that  ferving  and  delighting  in  God  (h 
be  joined  together  on  a  double  account.  Their  influ 
on  one  another  is  reciprocal.  It  is  not  eafy  to  diftinj 
a  confeientious  fludy  to  ferve  and  glorify  God,  fro 
flavifh  obedience  through  fear  of  divine  power,  but  b 
being  infeparably  conne&ed  with  a  delight  in  God,  a 
choice  of  the  heart,  and  centre  of  the  affefitions.  Oi 
other  hand,  it  is  hard  to  diftinguilh  cleaving  to  Gc 
our  portion  and  happinefs,  from  an  interefted  merce 
bargain  in  religion,  but  by  its  being  preceded  by,  foui 
upon*  nay,  even  refolved  into,  a  fenfe  of  the  fuprem< 
nor  due  to  God  for  his  infinite  excellence.  This  re; 
bble  fervice  will  then  be  attended  with  an  unfpeal 
fweetnefs  and  complacency,  and  the  all-fufficiency  of 
will  be  an  unfhaken  fecurity  for  the  happinefs  and  f 
of  thofe  who  put  their  truft  in  him. 

•  Pfal.  xlii.  1,2.         f  PraL  lxiii.  3,  4,  5, 
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We  may  often  obferve  thefe  two  difpofitions  jointly 
exerting  themfelves,  and  mutually  (Irengthening  one  ano- 
ther, in  the  language  and  exercifes  of  the  faints  in  fcrip- 
ture.  With  what  fervor  of  fpirit,  and  with  what  inimita- 
ble force  and  beauty  of  ftyle,  do  we  find  the  Pfalmift  Da- 
vid exprefiing  himfelf  in  both  views.  Sometimes  he 
makes  a  full  furrender  of  himfelf  and  his  all  to  the  divine 
fervice  and  difpofal ;  at  other  times  his  foul iC  makes  her 
44  boaft  in  God,"  and  he  exults  in  his  happinefs  and  fecu- 
rity  under  the  divine  protection  :  u  O  my  foul,  thou  hail 
41  laid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou  art  my  Lord.* — The  Lord 
41  is  the  portion  of  mine  inheritance,  and  of  my  cup,  thou 
14  maintained  my  lot :  the  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  plea* 
41  fant  places,  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage."! 

Thefe  two  things  are,  indeed,  often  fo  intimately  uni- 
ted that  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  know  whether  we  fhould  inter- 
pret the  language  of  the  facred  writers  as  a  profeffion  of 
duty,  or  an  expreffion  of  delight,  as  in  the  following  words : 
44 1  will  fing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  I  live,  I  will  fmg 
44  praife  unto  my  God  while  I  have  my  being. — My  me- 
44  ditation  of  him  (hall  be  fweet,  I  will  be  glad  in  the 
44  Lord." X  How  deeply  the  Pfalmift  was  penetrated  with 
a  fenfe  of  the  honor  and  fervice  due  to  God,  may  be  par- 
ticularly feen  in  fome  of  thofe  animated  pafTages  in  which 
his  enlarged  heart  calls  upon  every  creature  to  join  in  the 
work  of  praife  :  44  Blefs  the  Lord  ye  his  angels,  that  ex- 
44  eel  in  ftrength,  that  do  his  commandments,  hearkening 
44  to  the  voice  of  his  word.  Blefs  ye  the  Lord  all  ye  his 
44  hofts,  ye  minifters  of  his  that  do  his  pleafure.  Blefs  the 
44  Lord  all  his  works,  in  all  places  of  his  dominion.  Blefs 
44  the  Lord,  O  my  foul."|| 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  how  this  diftinguifhes  the  natural  from 
the  newrborn  foul ;  nay,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  how  this  diftin- 
guiflies  the  man  who  is  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind, 
from  all  others,  however  various  their  charafters,  however 
different  or  oppofite  their  purfuits.  The  defign  of  man's 
creation  is  expreffed  in  the  AfTembly's  Shorter  Catechifm, 

*  Pfal.  xvi.  2.         t  Pfal.  xvi.  5,  6.       \  Pfal.  civ.  33,  34. 
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in  st  way  that  can  fcarce  be  altered  for  the  better ;  it  w; 
that  he  might  u  glorify  God,  and  enjoy  him  for  ever, 
As  he  departed  from  his  duty  by  fin,  fo  alfo,  at  the  fan 
time,  from  his  happinefs.  As  he  refufed  to  do  the  will 
God,  fo  he  no  more  fought  his  favor,  but  placed  his  ha 
pinefs'and  comfort  in  the  creature  "  more  than  the  Crc 
u  tor,  who  is  God  bleffed  for  ever."  All  unrenewed  pc 
fons,  in  one  lhape  or  another,  place  their  fupreme  hapj 
ftefs  in  fomething  that  is  not  God.  In  this  one  circur 
ftance  they  all  agree,  though  the  different  forms  which  tl 
world  puts  on  to  folicit  their  affection,  the  different  degrc 
in  which  they  profecute  it,  and  the  different  ways  in  wh'u 
they  Apply  or  abufe  it,  are  fo  very  many,  that  it  is  impc 
fible  to  enumerate  or  defcribe  them.  Though  there  is  b 
one  God  the  idols  of  the  nations  are  innumerable.  The 
is  but  one  way  to  peace,  and  if  that  is  negle&ed,  the  uni 
tisfaftory  nature  of  all  created  enjoyments  makes  men! 
fr6m  one  earthly  comfort  to  another,  till  they  feel,  by  la 
experience,  the  vanity  of  them  all.  Their  ftate  is  jufl 
described  by  the  wife  man,  when  he  fays,  u  Lo  this  on 
44  have  I  found,  that  God  made  man  upright,  but  th 
"  have  fought  out  many  inventions."* 

It  may  not  be  improper  here,  juft  to  hint  at  a  few  oft 
principal  purfuits  by  which  the  characters  of  men  are  < 
verfified,  their  hearts  and  cares  divided,  and  the  one  thii 
needful  forgotten  and  difregarded.  Some  there  are  w 
yield  themfelves  up  to  the  unreftrained  indulgence 
pleafure.  Senfual  appetite  and  paffion  carry  them 
with  unbridled  fury.  The  luft  of  the  flefh,  the  lull  oft 
eye,  and  the  pride  of  life,  pofTefs  their  affe&ions,  and  th 
prevailing  defire  is  to  gratify  thefe  appetites,  as  far  as  th 
fituation  and  circumftances  enable  them,  or  the  rival  p 
fuits  of  others  will  permit  them.  This,  which  is  ufua 
the  firft  attempt  of  unfanftified  and  ungoverned  youth 
well  defcribed  by  the  wife  man,  in  the  following  ftr< 
caution  againft  it :  u  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  i 
*'  youth,  and  let  thine  heart  cheer  thee  in  the  days  of 
u  youth,  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in 

*  Ecclef.  vii.  29. 
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fight  oF  thine  eyes  :  but  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefe 
things,  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment."*  This  is 
t  path  of  the  abandoned  and  heaven-daring  profligate, 
ho  cafts  off  all  fear  of  God,  who  burfts  afunder  every 
nd,  iC  who  draws  iniquity  with  cords  of  vanity,  and  fins 
as  it  were  with  a  cart  rope." 

Again,  There  are  feme  whofe  hearts  are  fet  upcn  pre- 
lt  ga'm-  In  Read  of  making  that  fober  and  moderate 
5  of  this  world  and  its  enjoyments,  which  becometh 
octal  creatures,  they  look  upon  it  as  their  home.  In- 
ad  of  confiderintf  it  only  as  a  mean  to  a  higher  end,  they 
ve  it  as  their  chief  or  principal  view,  to  fecure  or  en. 
ge  their  pofleffion  of  it.  Thefe  "  fay  to  the  gold,  Thou . 
art  my  refuge,  and  to  the  fine  gold,  Thou  art  my  con- 
fidence."— They  think  their  •'  houfes  will  endure  for* 
•ver,  and  their  dwelling-places  to  all  generations.*' 
lis  is  often  the  fin  of  riper  years:  and,  that  the  brutifh 
ly  of  fmners  may  more  eminently  (how  itfelf,  it  is 
en  the  reproach  and  fcandal  of  old  age,  when  its  ab- 
ility is  mod  fenfible  and  apparent.  What  doth  it  fig- 
y  how  much  men  of  this  charadter  defpife  the  levity  of 
nth,  or  hate  the  filthy  receptacles  of  fenfuality  and  luft, 
rile  their  affeftions  are  fupremely  fet  upon  the  prefent 
>rld,  while  "  they  blefs  the  covetous,  whom  the  Lord 
abhorreth  ?" 

It  is  often  fufficient  to  raife  in  every  ferious  perfon  a 
fctture  of  compaffion  and  indignation,  to  hear  thofe  with 
horn  poverty  is  the  only  crime,  openly  pleading  for, 
d  boalting  of  their  attachment  to  the  world,  or  treating 
th  a  fmile  of  contempt  thofe  who  tell  them,  from  the 
hxI  of  God,  that  it  is  vain.  Though  nothing  is  more 
quently  confirmed  by  experience,  it  is  ufual  to  confider 
s  as  only  pulpit  declamation,  a  part  of  our  bufinefs  and 
jfeflion,  but  containing  a  maxim  that  cannot  be  applied 
common  life.  Let  all  fuch  be  informed,  whether  they 
II  hear  it  or  not,  that,  however  regular  and  abftemious 
y  may  be  as  to  all  fenfual  indulgence,  however  dili- 
it,  eager,  and  fuccefsful  in  trade,  "  except  they  be  born 

•   Ecclcs.  xi.  9. 
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"  again,  they  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God."  And, 
that  they  may  not  deceive  themfelves,  but  know  in  part 
at  lead,  wherein  this  change  confifteth,  let  them  perufe 
and  ponder  the  following  paflage  of  the  apoitle  John: 
"  I/>ve  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
u  world:  if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Fa- 
4*  ther  is  not  in  him."* 

Once  more.  There  are  fome  who  walk  in  the  path  of 
ambition.  Pride  and  vain  glory  is  the  idol  at  whofe  fhrine 
they  how.  Thefe,  indeed,  may  be  divided  into  very  dif- 
ferent clafles.  Pride,  which  may  be  called  the  mailer* 
paflion  of  the  human  frame,  takes  in  the  mod  extenfive 
and  univerfal  range.  There  is  fcarce  any  ftate  in  which 
it  is  not  able  to  exert  itfelf,  fcarce  any  circumftance  which 
it  is  not  able  to  convert  into  the  means  of  its  own  gratifi- 
cation. All  natural  advantages  which  men  enjoy  over 
others,  whether  in  refpeel  of  body  or  mind;  all  the  addi- 
tional trappings  of  fociety,  viz.  wealth,  fiat  ion  and  office; 
all  acquired  advantages,  intelle&ual,  or  even  moral,  be- 
come the  fuel  of  pride.  As  fome  endeavor  by  extraor- 
dinary a&ions  to  fpread  their  fame  in  public  life,  others, 
though  in  a  narrower  fphere,  are  under  the  habitual  go- 
vernment of  the  fame  defire.  While  great  men  are  taking 
cities,  and  deftroying  kingdoms,  to  get  themfelves  a  name, 
others  of  meaner  rank  are  vying  with  one  another  in 
drds,  furniture,  and  equipage,  or  fuch  inferior  arts  as 
they  have  been  able  to  attain.  Nay,  thofe  who  never  did 
any  thing  that  could  merit  praife,  too  often  fhew  them- 
felves under  the  government  of  the  mod  hateful  and  de- 
tefted  kind  of  ambition,  by  a  rancorous  malice  and  envy 
a^ainft  fuch  as  excel  or  outfliine  them.  We  may  go  a- 
ftep  farther,  and  fay,  there  is  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
in  fome,  the  cultivation  of  their  minds,  long  and  affiduous 
application  to  ftudy,  zealous  and  fuccefsful  endeavors  to 
promote  the  public  good,  ought  to  be  afcribed  to  no  other 
lource,  to  no  higher  motive. 

I  thought  I  could  not  fall  upon  any  way  to  illuftrate 
this  part  of  my  fubjefl,  which  would  make  it  more  inteU 

*  1  John  ii.  15. 
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gtble,  than  to  give  this  (hort  view  of  the  chara&ers  and 
mrfoits  of  the  men  of  the  world ;  and  then  to  obierve^ 
Tint  the  change  in  regeneration  doth  properly  confili  in 
Strong  inward  conviction  of  the  vanity  of  worldly  enjoy  • 
jents  of  every  kind  ;  and  a  perfuafion,  that  the  favor 
nd  enjoyment  of  God  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  them  all. 
Whatever  other  differences  there  may  be,  this  will  be 
and  in  every  child  of  God,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweli, 
om  the  richeft  to  the  pooreft :  from  the  wifefl  to  the  mod 
jnorant ;  and  from  the  oldeft  to  the  youngelt.  Every 
ich  one  will  be  able  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  There  be 
many  that  fay,  Who  will  ftiew  us  any  good  ?  Lord,  lift 
thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  Thou 
baft  put  gladnefs  in  my  heart,  more  than  in  the  time 
that  their  corn  and  their  wine  increafed.  I  will  both 
lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  fleep,  for  thou,  Lord,  only 
maiteii  roe  dwell  in  fafety."* 

I  fhall  afterwards  have  occafion  more  fully  to  explain 
le  comparative  influence  of  this  defire ;  but  before  1  con- 
ude  this  ledtion,  mud  make  the  two  following  remarks : 
.  That  the  favor  of  God  muft  appear  to  the  believer  as 
)folutely  neceflary  to  his  comfort.  2.  As  full  and  fufli* 
ent  for  that  purpofe. 

1.  He  that  is  born  again,  confiders  the  favor  of  God  as 
rfolutely  neceflary  to  his  comfort.  He  fees  the  emptinefs 
id  inherent  vanity  of  all  things  elfe.  Even  when  the 
orld  fmiles,  even  when  things  fucceed  with  him  to  his 
ifh,  he  will  not  reft  fatisfied  with  any,  or  all  temporal 
lercies.  He  will,  above  all,  detire  an  intereft  in  that 
ve  which  God  beareth  to  his  u  chofen  people,"  a  right 
r  promife  or  covenant  to  the  ufe  of  prefcnt  comforts,  and 
c  favor  and  proteftion  of  his  fpecial  providence.  How 
>ntrary  this  to  the  temper  of  many,  who  have  a  name  to 
re  while  they  are  dead  ?  If  the  world  fmiles,  they  follow 
with  eagernefs,  and  embrace  it  with  complacency,  while 
ey  are  cold  and  indifferent  in  their  defires  towards 
od.  Perhaps,  when  they  are  dittrefled  with  outward 
lam i ties  ;    when  experience  conftrains  them  to  confefs 

•  Pfal.  iv.  6,  7,  8. 
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the  vanity  of  the  creature,  they  cry  to  God  for  r 

But  when  eafe  and  profperity  return,  theyfoon  forge 

works,  are  well  pleafed  with  their  condition,  and  ne 

grieve  for  his  abfence,  nor  are  afraid  of  his  anger. 

Ihewa  plainly,  that  whatever  occafional  fymptoms 

may  difcover,  they  are  fupremely  and  habitually  pof 

by  a  love  of  the  world,  and  defire  of  fenfual  gratifia 

In  oppofition  to  this,  every  real  ChrilUan  fees  the 

of  God  to  be  fo  abfolutely  neceflary,  that  he   cann 

without  it.     He  fees  it  to  be  more  neceflary  than  ri 

honors,  or  pleafures ;  nay,  than  health,  or  even  life  i 

all  which  he  values  chiefly  as  they  are  the  fruits  1 

divine  bounty,  as  tokens  of  divine  love,  and  as  the 

ford  him  an  opportunity  of  promoting  the  divine  ] 

He  is  ready  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  4t  Whom  have 

u  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth 

u  defire  befides  thee :  my  flefh  and  my  heart  failed 

u  God  is  the  ftrength  of  my  heart,  and  my   portic 

"  ever."* 

2.  He  that  is  born  again,  confiders  the  favor  of  G 
full  and  fufficient  for  his  comfort  and  happinefs. 
is  to  fay,  he  is  habitually  fatisfied  with  this  as  his  pc 
whether  there  be  abundance  or  flraitnefs  as  to  ou 
provifion.  He  counts  the  favor  of  God  as  abfolute 
ceffary,  but  nothing  elfe  is  conlidered  as  fuch.  No 
ly  enjoyments  can  fatisfy  him  without  God's  favor 
this  will  fatisfy  him,  be  his  outward  condition  what  i 
1  am  far  from  meaning  to  affirm,  that  every  good  r 
free  from  the  lead  rifmg  murmur,  the  leaft  impatic 
rebellious  thought.  If  it  were  fo  with  any  man,  he 
be  perfeft  in  holinefs;  but  I  mean  to  fignify,  that 
his  habitual  and  prevailing  temper.  He  is  inwardl; 
vinced,  that  thofe  alone  are  happy ;  and  that  the 
and  (hall  be,  compleatly  happy,  who  are  reconci 
God,  and  the  objedts  of  his  fpecial  love.  His  01 
maining  attachment  to  prefent  things,  and  immc 
forrow  under  outward  calamity,  he  fincerely  lame 
his  weaknefs,  and  humbly  confeffes  as  his  fin.     I 

♦  Pfal.  lxxiii.  25,  25. 
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dravors  to  fupply  the  void  left  by  every  earthly  comfort, 
when  it  is  withdrawn,  by  the  fulnefs  and  allfufficiency 
of  God.  He  poflefles,  in  fome  meafure,  and  breathes 
after  more  and  more  of  the  temper  exprcffed  in  the  two 
fallowing  paffages  of  fcripture :  "  Although  my  houfe  be 
u  not  fo  with  God,  yet  he  hath  made  with  me  an  everlaft- 
44  ing  covenant,  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure  ;  for  this 
44  is  all  my  falvation,  and  all  my  defire.,J*  Although 
*'  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  bloflTom,  neither  fhall  fruit  be  in 
44  the  vines ;  the  labor  of  the  olive  fhall  fail,  and  the  field 
44  fhall  yield  no  meat ;  the  flock  fliall  be  cut  off  from  the 
44  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the  ftalls  ;  yet  will 
11 1  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  faU  _ 
41  vation."f 

Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  point  out  wherein  the 
change  in  regeneration  doth  immediately  and  properly 
confift.  It  is  juft  the  recovery  of  the  moral  image  of  God 
upon  the  heart ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  love  him  fupremely,  and 
ferve  him  ultimately,  as  our  higheft  end ;  and  to  delight 
in  him  fuperlatively,  as  our  chief  good.  This  recovery, 
however,  is  but  begun  on  earth.  It  is  gradually  improved 
in  the  progrefs  of  falsification,  and  fhall  be  fully  com* 
pleated  at  the  refurredtion  of  the  juft.  The  fum  of  the 
moral  law  is  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  our  heart, 
and  foul,  and  ftrength,  and  mind.  This  is  the  duty  of 
every  rational  creature ;  and,  in  grder  to  obey  it  perfect- 
ly, no  part  of  our  inward  affection  or  adtual  fervice  ought 
to  be,  at  any  time,  or  in  the  lead  degree,  mifapplied. 
This  is  the  cafe  with  no  mere  man,  while  he  continues 
in  the  body.  But  regeneration  confifts  in  the  principle 
being  implanted,  obtaining  the  afcendency,  and  habitu- 
ally prevailing  over  its  oppofite.  Even  in  thofe  who  are 
born  again,  there  will  ftill  be  many  ftruggles  between  the 
41  law  of  fin  in  their  members,"  and  the  "  law  of  God  in 
*  their  minds."  This  we  find  deeply  lamented  by  the 
apoftle  Paul :  "  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  fliall 
K  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  ?"J  It  ought  to 
give  unfpeakable  confolation  to  the  chriftian,  when  he  re- 

*  2  Sam.  *xiii.  5.     t  Habbak.  iii.  17,  18.    \  Rom.  ui*  U, 
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fivr  ^rl^cn^r-  In  •.iit  iTifiemrart  a;  tin:  tmpsiarnsE 
!/w.^  v/i  fcreurv  a:»c"  t. 

SECT.    m. 


IK  •!*  fu^.;itr  pryfecuttOTi  of  this  head.  I 
merr/ic'i  :Vnt  of  #bt  prinripLi  frviarnsK  sor  mas' 
&  hvtu%  <Ji&i7t.  Thtt%  no  dobut,  h  iwac  ca5r  «i 
i-jfii'Mm  propriety  greatly  to  extend  anc  siurrs,  tocj 
Mr.uJt  v:ey  \\>:\\Ak  all  :bt  marks  arid  ipis  af  t-l!  n5p- 
o'i,  '  ;>ecj  v>  every  character  and  even*  f:jarini.  in  iriik 
*  c;.r;ftian  can  be  placed.  Tr.e  heart  btisg  rrneip-i.  ie 
J??e  v.  ii!  of  ntcefiitv  be  rtformtd.  and  fcoiint's  inilzaa- 

m 

ner  ot  conversion,  ir;cl:jd;n7  the  du::es  cf  zrifrr :rFs4 
God  and  juftice  an  J  chanty  towards  men.  *K-iH  he  :3i» 
tive  and  genuine  efft':*.  B  jt  this  would  bt  id?  wi5-  ml 
;  encril  a  fiel/l.  I  find  mofi  writers  on  this  lVsjeci  tie 
particular  notice  of  the  new  views  and  apprebenfao* 
which  the  regenerate  perfon  hath  of  himfeif,  and  tftxf 
other  thing  or  per/on  to  which  he  ftands  related.  I  fbiH 
therefore  vtry  fhonly  oblcrve,  he  who  is  born  again,  (fit 

.      _   i  »       _.     _      - __   i    !•/•      i  t      _  r J 


hit*  appointment. 

'I 'lie  regenerate  pcrfou  lias  new  views  of  God,  both  in 
rc/pect  of  greatnefs  and  goodnefs.  He  really  and  inward- 
ly believes  the  being,  prdence,  power  and  providence  of 
God,  which  he  in  a  great  meafure  disbelieved  before. 
Whereas  formerly,  even  what  he  did  believe  of  God  was 
feldotn  in  his  thoughts  ;  now  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for 
him  to  look  upon  any  thing,  or  perfon,  or  event,  without 
coufkleriiig  its  relation  to  God,     O  what  "  terrible  majef- 
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"  does  his  fan&ified  underftanding  perceive  in  this 
lg  of  Beings,  compared  to  the  times  of  his  former 
dnefs  ?  What  a  luftre  and  glory  does  the  opened  eye 
n  all  the  divine  perfections  ?  Above  all,  what  a  ra- 
ing  and  aftonifhing  view  has  he  of  the  divine  goodnefs 
love?  Wicked  men,  governed  by  felf-love,  arethere- 
infenfible  of  obligations.  Inordinate  in  their  defires, 
are  never  fatisfied  with  their  poffeffions  :  whereas 
Aild  of  God  difcovers  and  confefles  the  infinite  good- 
of  his  Creator  in  all  his  mercies,  of  the  lealt  of  which 
;  not  worthy. 

!e  hath  quite  new  apprehenfions  of  himfelf,  his  own 
after  and  ftate.  Before,  he  thought  himfelf  his  own 
er,  looked  upon  every  religious  law  as  a  hard  and  ty- 
Acal  reftraint ;  but  now,  he  fees  that  he  belongs  to 
:  he  now  remembers  his  Creator,  confefles  his  obli- 
>ns,  and  mourns  for  his  tranfgreffions.  A  converted 
nr  often  admires  and  (lands  aftonifhed  at  his  own  for. 
condudt.  He  wonders  at  the  boldnefs  of  a  poor  guil- 
•lplefs  rebel,  perhaps  curfing  and  blafpheming,  per- 
rioting  in  fenfuality  and  luft.  He  wonders  that  the 
sr  of  God  did  not  arreft  him  in  his  courfe,  and  by 
\  fignal  ftroke,  make  him  a  Handing  monument  of 
:eous  indignation.  He  trembles  to  think  of  his  for- 
ftate,  and  it  excites  in  him  a  deep  and  lively  acknow- 
ment  of  the  riches  of  divine  grace.  How  great  a 
\  of  this  does  the  apoftle  Paul  often  exprefs  in  his  own 
;  **  who  was  before  a  blafphemer,  and  a  perfecutor, 

d  injurious. This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy 

all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world 
fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief."* 
'he  above  is  often  connefted  with,  and  increafed  by 
iews  of  the  world  and  of  worldly  men.  The  charm 
>w  broke,  the  falfe  colors  are  now  taken  off  from  the 
d  and  all  its  enjoyments.  How  ardently  did  he  love 
1  once  ?  how  eagerly  did  he  profecute  them  ?  and  how 
did  he  efteem  them  ?  He  envied  every  one  who  pof- 
1  them,  and  thought  that  none  fuch  could  fail  of  being 

*  1  Tim.  i.  U,  t:>. 
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completely  happy.  But  now,  he  can  never  feparate  the 
idea  of  riches  from  temptation,  and  often  confiders  the 
dreadful  change  of  ftate  in  thofe  who  are  carried  about  in 
pomp  and  grandeur  on  earth ;  who  are  clothed  in  purple 
and  fine  linen,  and  fare  fumptuoufly  every  day;  but  are, 
in  a  little  time,  tormented  in  hell  fire.  Formerly,  he  vi. 
lued  perfons  by  their  ftation,  by  their  wealth,  by  their  fpi- 
rit  and  genius,  or  other  natural  qualifications.  But  now, 
a  chriftian  in  a  cottage  appears  more  honorable  and  more 
amiable  than  a  blafphemer  in  a  palace.  Now,  his  heart 
is  joined  to  every  fervant  of  Chrift,  though  defpifed  in  the 
world,  though  emaciated  by  ficknefs,  though  deformed 
with  old  age ;  nay,  though  loathfome  and  fordid  through 
petiury  and  want.  He  fees  the  beauty  of  thefe  excellent 
ones  of  the  earth,  under  all  their  prefent  difadvaniaues, 
and  in  them  is  all  his  delight.  With  regard  to  perfons  of 
an  oppofite  charadter,  the  penitent  often  recol lefts,  with  a 
bleeding  heart,  his  fondnefs  for,  and  attachment  to  fniful 
companions ;  and  his  kindnefs  to  them  is  converted  into 
a  yearning  tendernefs  and  compaflion  for  their  miferable 
ftate. 

Further,  the  regenerate  perfon  has  new  apprehenfions 
6f  eternity.     Formerly,  the  fhadows  and  vanities  of  time 
fo  engroffed  his  thoughts,  fo  filled  and  occupied  his  fight, 
that  eternity  was  feldom  at  all,  and  never  fully  in  view. 
But  now,  it  is  frequently  and  ftrongly  upon  his  mind. 
Now  it,  as  it  were,  joins  itfelf  with,  and  points  out  its  own 
relation  to  every  fubjeft,  and  its  concern  in  every  purfuit 
Now,  it  is  prefent  as  the  objeft  of  faith,  to  correct  the 
faife  reprefentations  of  fenfe,  and  to  oppofe  the  unjuft 
claim  of  earthly  and  momentary  gratifications.     Former- 
ly, things  unfeen  were  counted  in  a  manner  precarious 
and  fabulous,  offmali  moment  in  any  determination:  but 
now,  there  is  fuch  a  difcovery  of  the  great  realities  of  ano- 
ther world,  as  weighs  down  all  created  things,  and  makes 
them  feel  as  a  feather  in  the  balance. 

Let  us  here  (land  ftill,  and  paufe  a  little.  Let  me  be- 
feech  every  reader  to  ponder  this  refleftion,  which  1  can- 
not pafs.  Oh  !  what  concern  have  we  all  in  an  everlaft- 
ing  endlefs  eternity !  O  fubje&  without  bounds  !    Who  is 
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ble  to  do  it  judice  in  words  ?  Who  is  able  to  reach  it 
ran  in  thought  ?  Happinefs  that  fhall  continue  through 
rerlading  ages.  Mifery,  anguifh,  torment,  that  ihall 
;ver  have  an  end.  Are  we  all,  without  exception,  to  be 
divided  at  lad  ?  Yes ;  the  great  Judge  ihall  feparate  the 
[hteous  from  the  wicked,  and  Ihall  fet  the  one  on  his 
Jit-hand,  and  the  other  on  his  left.  Shall  then  com- 
nions  on  earth;  fhall  fellow-citizens,  and  fellow-fol- 
:rs ;  the  deared  friends  and  the  neareft  relations,  be 
rted  afunder,  and  take  a  long,  long  eternal  farewel  I  O 
i  ftrong  deceit  and  illufion  of  fin,  that  is  able  to  hide 
xnity  from  dying  men  !  O  the  inconceivable  blindnefs 
thofe  who  are  unmindful  of  a  future  (late,  while  they 
tabic  thefe  tabernacles  of  clay,  which  are  fo  often  totter- 
I ;  which  are  daily  wafting,  and  fhall  fo  foon  fall  in 
:ces  and  crumble  into  dud !  How  is  it  poflible  we  fhould 
get,  that  in  a  little  time  "  we  mud  all  appear  before  the 
judgment- feat  of  Chrift." 

The  regenerate  perfon  has  alfo  new  views  of  Jefus 
irift,  the  great  and  only  Saviour  of  finners.  Before,  he 
is  fci  without  form  or  comelinefs,  or  any  beauty,  that  he 
(hould  deiire  him."  Before,  (as  is,  alas  !  the  cafe  with 
ry  many)  all  the  truths,  relating  to  the  perfon,  charac- 
\  and  office  of  a  Mediator  were  hated  as  abfurdities,  or 
fpifed  as  enthufiafm.  They  were  nick-named  nonfenfe, 
at,  and  unintelligible  duff.  Or  if  decency  forbad  this, 
ey  were  altogether  cold  and  without  relifh.  But  now, 
e  name  of  a  Saviour  is  "  precious — even  as  ointment 
poured  forth."*  The  dronged  language  is  too  weak 
exprefs  his  gratitude,  or  breathe  out  his  love.  "  He  is 
white  and  ruddy,  the  chief  among  ten  choufand : — yea, 
he  is  altogether  lovely/'f  How  great  is  the  difference 
tween  the  felf- righteous  formalid  and  the  humble  peni- 
nt  ?  The  one,  truding  in  himfelf  that  he  is  righteous, 
lows  little  of  the  value  of  a  Saviour ;  the  other,  deeply, 
netrated  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  and  drongly  confeious  of 
folute  weaknefs,  4t  counts  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  ex- 
:cllency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrid  Jefus  his  Lord ;  and 

•  Cant.  i.  3.  t  Cant.  v.  10. 
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"  defines  to  be  found  in  him,  not  having  his  own  righte- 
"  oufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through 
"  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  that  is  of  God  by 
" 6uth.M* 

Again,  the  regenerate  perfon  has  new  views  of  the  or* 
dinances  of  Chrilt's  appointment.  They  were  formerly 
his  burden,  now  they  are  his  delight.  Before,  the  fabbath 
wore,  as  it  were,  a  fable  garb,  and  an  offenfive  gloom.  It 
was  looked  upon  as  a  piece  of  confinement  and  rellraint 
He  was  ready  to  fay,  "  What  a  wearinefs  is  it ;  when  will 
u  the  Sabbath  be  over,  and  the  new  moon,  that  we  may 
u  fet  forth  corn,  and  fell  wheat  r"  But  now,  he  calls  it  a 
delight,  the  "  holy  of  the  Lord,  and  honorable."  Now,  he 
thirds  after  the  water  of  life,  efteems,  loves,  and  defirei 
the  word  of  God.  He  now  readily  joins  the  holy  Pfalmift 
in  all  thofe  fervent  expreffions  to  be  found  in  his  writings, 
of  affection  to  the  truths  and  ordinances  of  God.  u  O  how  ■ 
"  love  I  thy  law  !  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day.|  The 
"  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  to  me  than  thoufands  of  gold 
"  and  filver.J  My  foul  thirfteth  for  thee  ;  my  flelh  long* 
*'  eth  for  thee,  in  a  dry  and  thirlty  land,  where  no  water 

is.     To  fee  thy  power  and  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  fecn  it 

in  theian&uary.||  I  was  glad  when  they  faid  unto  me, 
w  let  us  go  into  the  houfe  of  the  Lord ;  our  feet  fhall  ftand 
*'  within  thy  gates,  O  Jerufalem  !"** 

Suffer  me  now  to  conclude  this  general  account  of  the 
fpirit  and  temper  of  the  regenerate,  with  a  few  partial* 
lar  charadters,  by  which  they  will  commonly  be  ditto* 
guifhecL 

x.  The  new  nature  will  difcover  itfelf  by  great  humi- 
lity. There  is  no  difpofition  more  the  object  of  divine 
abhorrence  and  deteftation,  than  pride  ;  nor  consequent- 
ly, any  more  amiable  and  neceffary  than  humility.  We 
are  toid,  that  "  God  refilteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace 
u  to  the  humble%"ft  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  prophet 
"  Ifaiah,  For  thus  faith  the  high  and  lofty  One,  that  inha^ 
wfc  biteth  eternity,  whofe  name  is  holy,  I  dwell  in  the  high 

•  Phil!  ill.  8.     f  Pfal.  cxix.  97.      \  Pfal.  cxix.  72.     ||  Pfal. 
K;;i.  1,2.     **  Pful.  exxii.  1,2.      ft  James,  iv.  6. 


it 


On  Regeneration.  163 

"  nd  holy  place ;  with  him  alfo  that  is  of  a  contrite  and 
"fcumble  fpirit,  to  revive  the  fpirit  of  the  humble,  and  to 
"revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones."*  Pride  was  the 
fin  by  which  the  angels  fell  from  their  glory  and  happinefs* 
k  appears  to  have  been  the  chief  ingredient  in  the  firtt  fin 
if  man  ;  and  in  general,  the  leading  part  of  a  finful  charac- 
rr.  Before  there  can  be  any  faving  change  ;  before  there 
in  be  any  efteem  or  relifli  of  the  gofpel  of  the  grace  of 
rod,  there  mult  be  a  deep  humility  of  mind,  and  thorough 
onviftion  of  guilt  and  wretchednefs.  This  muft  itill  con- 
nue,  and  have  a,  conftant  and  vifible  effeft  upon  the 
diever's  temper  and  carriage.  The  truth  is,  the 
ay  in  which  a  finner's  peace  is  made  with  God,  the 
wind  on  which  his  hope  and  comfort  is  founded,  and 
c  means  of  his  improvement  in  the  fpiritual  life,  all  con- 
ire  in  making  him  humble.  "  Where  is  boafting  ?  It 
is  excluded.  No  flefh  is  permitted  to  glory"  in  the  di- 
ine  prefence.  Every  fincere  penitent,  every  real  be- 
ever,  every  profiting  difciple  of  Chrift,  learns  the  empti- 
efs  of  the  creature,  the  fulnefs,  fovereignty,  power,  wif- 
,om,  and  grace  of  the  Creator  and  Redeemer,  from  all 
hat  he  hears,  and  from  all  that  lie  feels. 

In  his  former  ftate,  either  his  ignorance  of  God,  or  his 
vrong  views  of  God  and  of  himfelf,  made  him  fet  a  high 
value  upon  his  own  intereft,  and  think  he  had  a  high 
claim  to  happinefs,  and  fuccefs  of  every  kind.  This 
made  him  repine  at  the  courfe  of  Providence,  and  very 
hardly  allow  that  jultice  was  done  him  when  his  attempts 
vcre  defeated,  or  his  defires  difappointed.  What  fullen 
impatience  do  many  {hew  under  the  hand  of  God  ?  What 
jonroding  envy  poffeffes  their  minds  when  they  take  a 
new  of  the  (perhaps  miftaken)  happinefs  of  others  ?  But 
re  that  is  born  again  is  deeply  fenfible,  that  he  deferves 
uxhing  at  the  hand  of  God.  His  habitual  fentiments  and 
inguage,  are  the  fame  with  what  we  find  in  fcripture  fo 
requent  with  the  faints  :  u  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  leaft 
1  ot  all  the  mercies,  and  of  all  the  truth  which  thou  haft 

(hewed  unto  thy  fervant.f — It  is  of  the  Lord's  mercies 

that  we  are  not  confumed,  becaufe  his  companions  fail 

*  If.  Ivii*  15.       f  Gen.  xxxii,  10, 
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"not.* — Unto  me,  who  am  lefs  than  the  lead  of  all  faints, 
u  is  this  grace  given."f     Whereas  formerly  he  was  apt 
to  view  his  own  character  with  much  complacence,  and  to 
have  high  thoughts  of  the  dignity  of  human  virtue,  now  be 
hath  changed  the  Item  pride  of  philofophy,  for  the  felf- ' 
denial  and  meeknefs  of  the  gofpel.     He  has  fuch  views' 
of  the  glory  and  majefty  of  God,  of  the  purity  of  his  law, 
and  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature,  that  he  finks,  as  it  were,' i 
into  nothing  in  his  own  fight,  and  knows  not  how  to  throw 
himfelf  into  a  low  enough  pofture  in  the  divine  prefence. 
Agreeably  to  this  we  have  a  linking  pi&ure  drawn  by  our 
Saviour  in  the  parable  of  the  Pharifee  and  publican,  of 
true  penitence,  particularly  as  Handing  in  oppofition  to 
felf-fufficiency  and  pride  :  "  Thfe  Pharifee  flood  and  pray* 
41  ed  thus  with  himfelf,  God,  I  thank  thee,  that  I  am  not  as 
4<  other  men  are,  extortioners,  unjuft,  adulterers,  or  even 
u  as  this  publican.     I  fall  twice  in  the  week,  I  give  tithes 
"  of  all  that  I  poflefs.     And  the  publican  (landing  afar  off, 
4<  would  not  lift  up  fo  much  as  his  eyes  unto  heaven,  but 
"  fmote  upon  his  bread,  faying,  God  be  merciful  to  me  a 
11  finner."£ 

Further,  true  religion  makes  a  man  humble  toward  his 
fellow  creatures,  as  well  as  toward  God.     The  one,  in- 
deed, is  the  certain  and  neceffary  effeft  of  the  other.  Eve- 
ry thing  which  one  man  can  enjoy  in  preference  to  ano- 
ther, and  which  ordinarily  becomes  the  fuel  of  pride,  is  the 
gift  of  God,  and  therefore  there  is  no  room  left  to  glory. 
What  diftinf  lion  can  any  man  enjoy  above  another,  but 
it  mud  be  of  one  of  thefe  two  kinds,  worldly  advantages, 
or  fpiritual  gifts  ?    Now   worldly  advantages  are  of  no 
fuch  value,  in  the  eye  of  a  real  Chriftian,  as  to  be  matter 
of  boading.     All  fwelling  on  this  account  is  effe£tually  re- 
trained by  true  religion :  that  which  brings  eternity  in 
view,  makes  all  temporal  things  of  wonderfully  little  va- 
lue, to  have  or  to  lofe.     And  even  ftill  lefs  will  a  good 
man  glory  in  his  advantages  over  others  of  a  fpiritual  kind* 
Pride  can  never  be  fo  greatly  mifplaced,  as  when  it  fhows 
itfeif  here.     The  Chriftian  will  fay  to  himfelf,  in  the 
words  of  the  apoftle  Paul, u  For  who  raaketh  thee  to  differ 

*  Lam*  iii*  2.        \  Ephef.  iii  8.        \  Lukexviii.  11,  12,  13. 


On  Regeneration*  165 

lother  ?  And  what  haft  thou,  that  thou  didft  not 
?  Now  if  thou  didft  receive  it,  why  doft  thou 

>  if  thou  hadft  not  received  it  ?"* 

ot  help  alfo  obferving  here,  that  every  true  con. 

iturally  led  to  confider  himfelf  as  the  chief  of  fin- 

every  real  Chriftian  to  reckon  that  others  are 
;  to  him  in  holinefs  and  fpiritual  attainments, 
ten  taken  notice  of  by  religious  writers,  in  a  per* 
ftency  both  with  fcripture  and  experience.  We 
fas  the  cafe  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  that  eminently 
lfui,  and  a&ive  niinifter  of  Jefus  Chrift.  He  ex- 
tiles  himfelf  the  "  chief  of  Tinners  ;"  and  fays, 
it,  for  this  caufe  I  obtained  mercy,  that  in  me 
>r  in  me  as  a  capital  and  leading  inftance,  "  Je- 
rift  might  fliew  forth  all  lo  ng-fu  fieri  ug,  for  a  pat- 

them  which  fhould  hereafter  believe  on  him  to 
:rlafting.,,|  And  elfewhere  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
ew  to  his  minifterial  labors ;  4i  For  I  am  the  lead 
ipoftles,  that  am  not  meet  to  be  called  an  apoftle, 
j  I  perfecuted  the  church  of  God ;  but  by  the 
>f  God,  I  am  what  I  am,  and  his  grace  which  was 
?d  upon  me  was  not  in  vain,  but  I  labored  more 
mtly  than  they  all :  yet  not  1,  but  the  grace  of 
hich  was  with  me."  J  This  is  ealy  to  be  account- 
Every  man  mud  have  a  far  more  clear  difcovery 
'i&ion  of  his  own  fins,  in  their  heinous  nature 
avating  circumftances,  than  of  thofe  of  any  other, 
s  a  greater  infight  into  the  remaining  corruption 
n  heart.  Hence  it  is  natural  for  him  to  conclude, 
:  have  been  fo  deeply  indebted  as  himfelf,  to  the 
divine  grace,  for  pardon  and  recovery, 
every  view  we  can  take  of  the  matter,  therefore, 
1  that  the  regenerate  perfon  muft  be,  according  to 
g  and  beautiful  language  of  the  Holy  Scripture, 
i  with  humility."  He  muft  be  very  humble ;  he 
humble  in  every  refpeft ;  he  muft  be  inwardly, 
yy  conftantly,  univerfally  humble.  I  know  no 
n  better  fitted  either  to  determine  our  character  in 

2or.  iv.  7.       f  Tim.  i.  16.      }  1  Cor.  xv.  9,  10- 
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bear  naturally  an  afFe&ion,  and  it  is  far  from  being  tfi< 
defign  of  religion  to  deftroy  this  afFeftion,  but  to  regulate 
it  in  its  meafure,  to  keep  it  in  its  proper  channel,  and  di- 
reft  it  to  its  proper  end.  This  is  a  part  of  the  fubjett 
which  I  have  always  thought  of  great  moment  and  import- 
ance, on  more  accounts  than  one.  It  hath  pleafed  God, 
by  joining  ustogether  in  fociety,  to  conftituteagrcat  variety 
of  relations ;  thefe  ties  are  of  God's  own  making,  and  our 
affeftions  to  all  perfons  fo  related  to  us  are  natural,  and  in 
fome  of  them  very  ftrong.  How  then  do  they  operate  ? 
In  what  manner  do  they  exprefs  themfelves  ?  Nothing 
will  more  evidently  prove  what  is  the  ruling  difpofition  of 
the  heart.  Whenever  we  love  others  fmcerely,  we  ftcw 
it  by  defiring  and  endeavoring  to  procure  for  diem  thofe 
bleffings  which  we  ourfelves  mod  highly  efteem. 

Let  us  take  any  one  of  thefe  relations  for  an  example 
Does  a  parent  fincerely  love  his  children  ?  Religion  doth 
not  weaken,  but  ftrengthen  this  affeftion,  and  add  to  the 
force  of  his  obligation  to  ferve  them.     But  if  the  parent 
truly  loveth  God  above  all,  how  will  his  love  to  his  chil- 
dren  be  exprefled  ?  Surely  by  defiring,  above  all,  that 
they  may  be  u  born  again,*'     Their  following  fmful  cour- 
fes  will  give  him  unfpeakably  more  grief  than  their  pover- 
ty, ficknefs,  or  even  death  itfelf.     He  will  be  more  con- 
cerned to  make  them,  and  more  delighted  to  fee  them, 
good  than  great ;  and,  for  this  purpofe,  every  Hep  of  theii 
education  will  be  diredled.    Would  not  every  parent  fhutl 
der  at  the  thoughts  offending  a  beloved  child  to  a  houfe  in« 
fefted  with  the  plague,  or  any  other  fcene  where  health  01 
life  would  be  in  imminent  danger  ?  What  then  fhall  w< 
think  of  thofe  parents  who,  from  the  fingle  profpeft  o 
gain,  without  fcruple,  place  their  children  in  houfesdeep 
ly  infefted  with  the  leprofy  of  fin,  and  expofe  them,  with 
out  the  leaftneceffity,  to  the  moft  dangerous  temptations 
I  know  there  are  fome  inftances  in  fcripture  of  perfon 
who  have  been  cpnfidered  as  very  pious  themfelves,  wh 
yet  were  fhamefully  negligent  in  this  branch  of  their  dut; 
Of  thefe  Eli,  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Samuel,  is  on 
whofe  fons,  though  in  the  moft  facred  office,  *c  made  then 
14  felves  vile,  and  he  reftrained  them  not."      J  imagine 
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coold  eafily  bring  in  doubt,  if  not  the  reality,  at  leaft  the 
eminence  of  his  piety,  and  others  of  the  fame  kind  though 
often  taken  for  granted,  without  much  examination  ;  but 
Iffaall  only  obferve  what  an  oppofite  account  is  given  of 
the  divine  conduit  toward  Eli  and  toward  Abraham,  the 
father  of  the  faithful.  He  revealed  his  will,  and  employed 
in  his  meffage  the  child  Samuel,  to  the  negle£t  of  Eli, 
grown  old  in  his  courts,  and  denounced  the  mod  fevere 
and  terrible  judgments  againft  him  and  his  houfe  :  "  Be- 
11  hold,  I  will  do  a  thing  in  Ifrael,  at  which  both  the  ears 
u  of  every  one  that  heareth  it  fhall  tingle ;  in  that  day  I 
41  will  perform  againft  Eli  atl  things  which  I  have  fpoken 
u  concerning  his  houfe  :  when  I  begin  I  will  alfo  make  an 
u  end.  For  I  have  told  him  that  I  will  judge  his  houfe 
u  for  ever,  for  the  iniquity  which  he  knoweth."*  On  the 
contrary,  fee  the  honorable  diftin&ion  put  upon  Abraham : 
14  And  the  Lord  faid,  Shall  I  hide  from  Abraham  that 
44  thing  which  I  do,  feeing  that  Abraham  fliall  furely  be- 
wcome  a  great  nation,  and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth 
44  fliail  be  bleffed  in  him.  For  I  know  him,  that  he  will 
14  command  his  children  and  his  houfhold  after  him,  and 
"they  {hall  keep  the  way  of  the  Lord,  to  do  juftice  and 
44  judgment,  that  the  Lord  may  bring  upon  Abraham  that 
44  which  he  hath  fpoken  of  him. "J 

Nothing  indeed  can  be  more  plain  from  reafon  itfelf, 
than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  impreffion  which  parents 
have  upon  their  own  minds  of  the  importance  of  falvation, 
will  be  their  concern  and  care  that  their  children  alfo  may 
be  the  heirs  of  everlafting  life.  Suffer  me  to  afk  every 
parent  who  reads  this  difcourfe,  or  rather  to  befeech  all 
fuch,  to  afk  themfclves  ferioufly,  what  are  their  own 
ftrongeft  defires  and  hopes  concerning  their  children  ?  In 
thofe  moments  when  your  affections  are  fondeft,  and  your 
partial  flattering  expectations  mod  diftindtly  formed,  are 
you  obliged  to  confefs  that  your  minds  run  much  more 
upon  the  profpett  of  your  childrens  living  in  affluence  and 
fplendor,  or  being  promoted  to  places  of  honor  and  truft, 
than  their  being  brought  to  a  faving  acquaintance  with 

*  1  Sam.  iii.  11,  12,  13.         t  Gen.  xviii.  17,  18,  19. 
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Chrift  and  him  crucified,  that  whether  they  live  or  die  they 
may  be  the  Lord's  ?  If  this  is  the  cafe,  you  have  juft 
ground  to  fear  that  you  are  of  that  unhappy  number  who 
"  favor  not  the  things  that  be  of  God,  but  the  things  that 
u  be  of  man." 

3.  Another  excellent  evidence  of  regeneration  is,  the 
moderation  of  our  attachment  to  worldly  enjoyments  in 
general,  and  habitual  fubmiffion  to  the  will  of  God.    So 
loon  as  this  change  takes  place,  it  will  immediately  and 
certainly  abate  the  meafure  of  our  attachment  to  all  earth- 
ly things.     Formerly  they  were  the  all  of  the  foul,  its 
portion  and  its  reft  ;  but  now  a  clear  difcovery  being 
made  of  greater  and  better  bleffings,  they  muft  fall  back 
into  the  fecond  place.     There  is  a  wonderful  difference 
between  the  rate  and  value  of  prefent  poffefljons  of  any 
kind,  in  the  eye  of  him  who  lives  under  the  impreffionsof 
eternity,  and  of  him  who  believes  it  but  uncertainly,  who 
underftands  it  very  imperfedtly,  and  who  thinks  of  it  as 
feldom  as  conference  will  give  him  leave.     It  muft  be 
confefled  we  are  all  apt  to  be  immoderate  in  our  attach- 
ment to  outward  bleffings  ;  this  is  the  effeft  and  evidence 
of  the  weaknefs  of  our  faith :  but,  fo  far  as  faith  is  in  ex- 
ercife,  it  muft  mortify  carnal  affedlion.     There  is  no  way 
in  which  an  objeft  appears  fo  little,  as  when  it  is  contraft- 
ed  with  one  infinitely  greater,  which  is  plainly  the  cafe 
here.     The  truth  is,  time  and  eternity,  things  temporal 
and  things  fpiritual,  are  the  oppofite  and  rival  objects  of 
human  attention  and  efteem.     It  is  impoflible  that  one  ol 
them  can  be  exalted,  or  obtain  influence  in  any  heart, 
without  a  proportional  depreflion  of  the  other.     They  are, 
alfo,  as  they  feverally  prevail,  the  marks  to  diftinguifti 
thofe  who  arc,  and  thofe  who  are  not,  brought  again  from 
the  dead.  For  as  the  apoftle  fays,  "  To  be  carnally  mind- 
44  ed  is  death,  but  to  be  fpiritually   minded  is  life  and 
44  peace."* 

Further,  it  is  not  only  in  abating  the  meafure  of  our 
attachment  to  worldly  things  that  religion  fliews  itfelf, 
and  the  change  is  difcovered,  but  in  the  ufe  and  applica- 

*  Rom*  viii.  6. 
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thm  of  them.  The  real  Chriftian's  powers  and  faculties, 
prfeffions  and  influence,  are  confecrated  to  God.  His 
abilities  are  laid  out  for  the  glory  of  God.  He  no  more 
cooftders  them  as  a  mean  of  excelling  others,  and  getting 
to  himfelf  a  name,  but  of  doing  good.  He  finds  it  Ms 
faigheft  pleafure  to  ferve  God  with  his  talents  ;  he  thinks 
it  his  duty  to  plead  for  him  in  his  converfation,  to  honor 
him  with  his  fubftance,  to  enforce  and  ratify  the  divine 
laws  by  his  authority  and  example. 

The  fame  thing  (hews  plainly  why  a  Chriftian  mud 
mmifeft  his  new  nature  by  fubmiffion  to  the  divine  will. 
Does  he  receive  his  mercies  from  God  ?  Does  he  love 
them  lefs  than  God  ?  Does  he  efteem  it  his  duty  to  ufe 
them  in  his  fervice  ?  And  can  he  poflibly  refufe  to  refign 
them  to  his  pleafure  ?  I  am  fenfible  that  reftgnation  to 
die  will  of  God,  abfolute  and  unconditional,  is  a  very  dif- 
ficult duty,  but  it  is  what  every  believer  habitually  ftudies 
to  attain.  He  chides  his  remaining  impatience  and  com- 
plaints, grieves  at  the  continuing  ftruggles  of  his  imper- 
fectly renewed  will,  and  is  fenfible  that  in  this  the  fupe- 
riority  of  his  affe&ion  to  God  above  the  creature  ought  to 
appear.  Unrenewed  perfons,  when  their  earthly  hopes 
are  difappointed,  immediately  renew  the  purfuit ;  they 
only  change  thetobject  to  one  more  within  their  reach,  or 
they  alter  their  meafures,  and  endeavor  to  amend  the 
fchcme  ;  but  real  Chriftians,  receiving  a  conviftion  of 
the  vanity  of  all  created  things,  feek  their  refuge  and  con- 
ization in  the  fuln*fs  and  all-fufficiency  of  God. 

SECT.     IV. 

A  more  particular  enquiry  into  what  properly  constitutes  the 

sincerity  of  the  change. 

THUS  I  have  given  a  fuccinct  view  of  the  molt  re- 
markable effe&s  and  vifible  evidences  of  regenera- 
tion.    I  cannot,  however,  fatisfy  myfelf  with   this,  be- 
caufe  I  am  perfuaded  the  great  queftion  is,  how  far  they 
ought  to  go,  ad  to  what  meafure  of  flrength  and  uniformi- 
ty they  ought  to  arrive.     There  are  not  a  few  who  may, 
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in  a  certain  degree,  fincerely  think  tbemfelves  poflefled 
of  mod  or  all  the  difpofuions  mentioned  above,  whofe  ftatc 
is  neverthelefs  very  much  to  be  fufpefted.  On  the  other 
hand,  perhaps,  fome  of  the  humbled,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
very  bed,  may  be  in  much  fear  concerning  themfelves, 
becaufe  they  do  not  perceive  either  that  vigor  or  fteadineis 
in  their  holy  difpofitions  which  they  greatly  defire  and  are 
feniible  they  ought  to  attain.  Befides,  what  hath  been 
hidierto  fa  id. is  only  general,  viz.  that  thofe  who  are  bom 
again  will  have  new  apprehenfions  of  things,  will  be 
humble,  mortified  to  the  world,  and  fubmiffive  to  the  will 
of  God.  In  this  way  it  will  be  mod  applicable  to,  or  at 
lead  mod  fenfible  in  thofe,  who  had  once  gone  great  lengths 
in  profanity,  and  were,  by  the  almighty  and  fovereign 
grace  of  God,  fnatched  as  "  brands  from  the  burning." 
The  oppofition  between  their  new  and  old  charadters  it 
ordinarily  fo  great,  that  it  will  not  admit  of  any  doubt 
To  fome  others  it  may  be  neceffary  to  make  a  more  drift 
and  particular  enquiry  into  the  nature  of  fincerity,  and 
what  is  the  full  and  proper  evidence  of  the  reality  of  the 
change. 

That  the  reader  may  form  as  clear  and  didinft  concep- 
tions on  this  fubjedt  as  poflible,  he  may  be  pleafed  to  re- 
colle£t  what  was  obferved  above,  That  perfedt  holinefi 
con  fids  in  having  the  heart  wholly  poffed  by  the  love  ol 
God,  without  the  mixture  of  any  inferior  or  Safer  paffion: 
and  that  regeneration  confids  in  a  fupreme  defire  to  glori 
fy  God,  and  a  preference  of  his  favor  to  every  other  en 
joyment.  Now  what  chiefly  occafions  difficulty  in  dif 
cerning  the  reality  of  this  change  is,  that  there  is  mud 
unfubdued  fin  remaining  in  the  children  of  God,  andtha 
there  are  many  counterfeit  graces,  or  appearances  of  reli 
gion,  in  thofe  who  are,  notwithdanding,  in  the  u  gall  0 
u  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity." 

That  there  is  a  great  degree  of  unmortified  corruptioi 
dill  remaining  in  the  faints  of  God,  and  that  not  fo  mucl 
as  one  is  wholly  free  from  it,  is  apparent  from  too  man; 
melancholy  proofs.  It  appears  from  the  pathetic  com 
plaint  of  the  apodle  Paul,  formerly  referred  to,  of  the  la\ 
in  his  members  warring  againd  the  law  of  God  in  hi 
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mind.  It  appears,  alfo,  from  the  #rofs  fins  into  which 
feme  eminently  holy  perfons  have  been  fuffered  occafion- 
iHytofall,  through  the  ftrength  of  temptation,  as  David's 
adultery  and  murder,  Solomon's  idolatry,  the  apoflle  Pe- 
ter's denial  of  his  mailer,  and  feveral  others  recorded  in 
fcripture. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  alfo  counterfeit  graces, 
common  or  imperfeft  operations  of  the  Spirit,  which  do 
uotiffue  in  a  real  converfion  and  faving  change.  This  it 
will  be  proper  to  keep  in  mind,  and  perhaps,  alfo,  to  at- 
tend a  little  to  the  proofs  of  it  both  from  fcripture  and  ex- 
perience.  That  the  word  of  God  has  fome  effett  even 
upon  thofe  who  continue  unrenewed,  is  plain  from  many 
examples  recorded  in  the  facred  volume.  We  read  of  a 
Felix  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  a  judgment  to  come : 
H  And  as  he  reafoned  of  righteoufnefs,  temperance  and 
"judgment  to  come,  Felix  trembled,  and  anfwered,  Go 

II  thy  way  for  this  time,  when  I  have  a  convenient  feafon 

II I  will  call  for  thee/'*  But  we  are  not  informed  that 
be  ever  found  that  convenient  feafon,  or  defired  to  hear 
any  more  of  fti*{}  words* 

In  the  parable  of  the  fower  we  have  a  character  defcrib- 
cd  of  thofe  who  not  onlv  u  heard"  the  word,  but  "  received 
it  with  joy,"  and  on  whom  it  had  an  immediate  and  vifi- 
ble,  though  only  a  temporary  effect.  u  Some  fell  upon 
11  ftony  places,  where  they  had  not  much  earth,  and  forth- 
with they  fprung  up,  becaufe  they  had  no  deepnefs  of 
"  earth  ;  and  when  the  fun  was  up  they  were  fcorched, 
"and,  becaufe  they  had  no  root,  they  withered  away.f — * 
"  He  that  received  the  iced  into  ftony  places,  the  fame  is 
"he  that  heareth  the  word,  and  anon  with  joy  receiveth 
"it;  yet  hath  he  no  root  in  hi:*felf,  but  dureth  for  a 
"while:  for  when  tribulation  or  perfecution  arifeth  be- 
14  caufe  of  the  word,  by  and  by  he  is  offended."^  We 
read  alfo  of  a  Herod,  who  not  only  heard  the  word  gladly, 
tot  did  many  things. — u  For  Herod  feared  John,  know- 
*ing  that  he  was  a  jult  man,  and  an  holy,  and  obferved 
*  him,  and  when  he  heard  him  he  did  many  things,  and 

1  Ac\s  xxJv.  25.        t  Match,  x'lii.  5,  6,       \  Ibid.  vcr.  20,  2i. 
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44  hear  J  him  gladly,"*  Nay,  we  fee  even  Ahab,  the  pro- 
fane prince  of  Ifrael,  humbling  himfelf,  and  putting  on 
fackcloth,  under  the  denunciation  of  divine  wrath.  Net- 
ther  have  we  any  reafon,  from  the  circumftances  of  the 
ilory,  to  believe  that  this  was  wholly  hypocritical,  but  the 
contrary.  "  And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Ahab  heard  thefc 
44  words,  that  he  rent  his  clothes,  and  put  fackcloth  on  his 
44  flelh,  and  faded,  and  lay  in  fackcloth,  and  went  foftly.'f 
Thefe  things,  and  all  others  of  the  fame  kind,  even  in  wick- 
ed men,  are  reprefented  as  the  effedl  of  the  operation  of  the 
Spirit,  in  many  paflages  of  fcripture.  I  fhall  only  mention 
one,  which  is  pretty  remarkable,  and  well  merits  our  atten. 
tion.  44  For  it  is  impoffible  for  thofe  who  were  once  enlight- 
44  ened,  and  have  tailed  of  the  heavenly  gift,  and  were  made 
44  partakers  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  have  tailed  the  good 
44  word  of  God,  and  the  power  of  the  world  to  come,  if 
44  they  fhould  fall  away,  to  renew  them  again  to  repen- 
44  tance,  feeing  they  crucify  to  themfelves  the  Son  of  God 
44  afrefh,  and  put  him  to  an  open  ihame."  J 

The  fame  thing  indeed  appears  plainly  from  the  flate  of 
the  world,  and  in  a  particular  manner  from  that  variety 
of  partial  chara&ers  which  I  have  formerly  defcribed. 
There  are  many  things  which  have  a  religious  appearance, 
and  are  taken  by  the  deluded  pofieffor  for  religion,  when 
at  bottom  there  is  no  real  religion  at  all ;  and  4t  mene 
tekel"  fhall  be  written  upon  them  in  the  day  of  trial 
There  is  a  long  gradation  oif  chara&ers  between  the  openly 
profane  finner,  with  a  hardened  heart,  a  feared  confeience, 
and  a  fhamelefs  countenance,  on  the  one  hand  ;  and  the 
refined,  felf-deceiving  hypocrite,  with  his  duties  and  his 
forms,  on  the  other :  between  thole  who  are  furious,  vio 
lent,  and  malignant  enemies  to  religion  in  proleffion  aik 
prattice  ;  and  thofe,  who  anfwer  difcreetly  with  the  younj 
man  in  the  gofpel ;  and  of  whom  it  may  be  faid,  as  ou 
Saviour  fays  of  him,  that  they  <4  are  not  far  from  the  king 
44  dom  of  God.'1  This  fhews  at  once  the  importance  an* 
difficulty  of  pointing  out  the  great  and  diftinguifliing  cha 
rafters  of  real  religion,  and  fliewing  how  it  efTentially  di: 
fers  from  all  counterfeits. 

*  Mark  vi.  20,       f   1  Kings  xxi.  27.      \  Ileb.  vi.  4. 
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But  now,  from  the  account  given  above  of  the  nature  of 
feneration,  and  what  hath  been  further  added  in  illuf- 
ition  of  it,  we  may  fee  how  this  difiin&ion  is  to  be  made, 
far  as  it  can  be  made  by  any,  excepting  the  great 
archer  of  hearts.  I  apprehend,  that  the  great  and  dif- 
iguifhing  mark  of  the  truth  and  (incerity  of  religion  in 
3eral,  and  of  every  gracious  difpofition  in  particular, 
fcs  from  comparing  it  with  its  oppofite.  It  is  "  the  pre- 
vailing intereft  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  in  the  heart, 
ibove  the  intereft  of  inferior  good ;  the  habitual  compa- 
rative preference  we  give  to  his  fervice  and  enjoyment, 
before  every  other  objeft  of  defire."  This  muft  be 
wed  by  its  effedis  daily.  And  agreeably  to  this,  our 
ifled  Lord  fays,  u  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me  ;  and  he  that  loveth  fon 
ft  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he 
that  taketh  not  his  crofs,  and  followeth  after  me,  is  not 
srorthy  of  me,"*  And  again,  in  yet  flronger  terms. 
If  any  man  come  to  me,  and  hate  not  his  father  and  mo- 
ther, and  wife  and  children,  and  brethren  and  fitters ; 
pea,  and  his  own  life  alfo,  he  cannot  be  my  difciple."f 
'ould  you  therefore  know  whether  you  are  born  again  ? 
tyou  in  doubt,  when  you  find  the  fpirit  lulling  again  ft 
s  flefli,  and  the  flefli  againft  the  fpirit  ?  Try,  by  diligent 
i  univerfal  examination,  which  of  them  is,  upon  the 
ide,  the  ftrongeft ;  which  of  them  habitually  yields  to 
\  other,  when  they  come  in  competition.  Into  this  all 
ler  marks  and  figns  of  religion  refolve  the  mfe  Ives  at  laft; 
i  from  the  evidence  they  give  of  the  prevalence  of  the 
re  of  God  in  the  heart,  they  derive  all  their  worth  and 
lue.  Every  holy  difpofition  muft  be  examined,  not  by 
abfolute,  but  its  comparative  ftrength ;  and  the  true 
owledge  of  our  (late  arifes  from  the  conclufion  and  re- 
t  of  the  whole. 

There  were,  in  the  laft  age,  many  and  great  debates 
ong  men  of  piety  and  learning,  whether  fpecial  and 
omon  grace  differ  effentiaily  in  their  nature,  or  if  they 
er  only  in  degree.     What  I  have  juft  now  faid  may, 

*  Matth.  x.  37,  38.         t  I-uke  xiv.  26. 
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perhaps,  be  thought  by  the  intelligent  reader,  to  imply  my 
embracing  the  lalt  of  thtle  opinions.  My  judgment  of 
this  quellion  is  the  lame  I  have  formed  of  many  others, 
that  it  is  unneceil'ary,  or  even  hurtful.  It  has  perhaps,  if 
examined  to  the  bottom,  nodittinft  meaning  at  all ;  but 
if  it  has  any  meaning,  I  am  afraid  it  is  a  queiiion  which  it 
is  impoflible  tor  us  to  refolve.  That  it  may  be  made 
plain  to  perforis  of  common  understanding,  the  queiiion 
is,  whether  it  is  moll  proper  to  lay,  that  a  wicked  man,  or' 
an  unrenewed  perfon,  let  his  behavior  be  ever  i'o  unex- 
ceptionable, or  his  experiences  ever  (b  comfortable,  can 
have  no  true  love  to  God  ;  no,  not  in  the  leail  decree  :  or 
whether  we  ought  not  rather  to  fay,  his  love  10  God  is  left 
than  his  love  to  the  creature.  I  confefs,  1  think  it  is  bell  to 
fay,  in  the  words  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  that  "  he  loveth  the 
*'  creature  more  than  the  Creator"— >— that  "  he  loveth 
,(  the  praife  of  man  more  than  the  praife  of  God;"  and 
for  this  realon,  he  hath  no  "  true"  love,  either  to  God  or 
man. 

In  the  preceding  part  of  this  treatife,  I  have  affirmed, 
with  fufficient  clearnefs,  that  there  mufl  be  an  eflcntial 
change  in  order  to  falvation  ;  and  that,  till  this  be  wrought, 
the  perfon  is  in  lit),  and  can  do  nothing  but  fin.  Then*. 
fon  of  this  is  very  plain  ;  that  the  fupreme  and  govern- 
ing motive  of  all  his  actions  is  wrong,  and  therefore  every 
one  of  them  muft  be  fo,  upon  the  whole.  I  fuppofe,  if 
they  were  to  explain  themTclvcs  fully,  this  is  chiefly 
meant  by  thofe  who  infill  that  there  is  an  elTential  difference 
between  fpecial  and  common  grace.  And  in  this  view, 
no  doubt,  it  is  not  only  certainly  true,  but  a  truth  of  very 
great  importance.  It  appears,  however,  on  the  other 
hand,  equally  certain  nr.d  undeniable,  that  when  we  ob- 
ferve  good  difpoiitkms  and  good  actions  in  one  character, 
and  fee  the  fame  appearances  in  another,  we  have  no  way 
by  which  we  can  dilcover  the  difference,  but  by  their  per- 
fevcrance,  and  their  comparative  effects.  Neither,  indeed, 
has  the  perfon  himfelfany  other  rule  by  which  they  can 
be  judged.  For  which  reafon,  I  would  be  very  willing  to 
affirm  both  1'kle.s  of  the  above  quefiion  ;  to  fay  that  an  un- 
regenerate  perfon  has  no  true  love  to  God  or  his  neighbor, 
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and  at  the  fame  time,  that  this  is  only  becaufe  no  love  but 
that  which  is  fupreme  and  prevalent  is  true,  or  will  be  ac- 
cepted as  fincere. 

Unlefs  we  take  up  the  matter  in  this  light,  we  are  in 
danger  of  doing  great  hurt  on  both  hands.  On  the  one 
land,  it  is  ready  to  alarm  the  pious,  humble,  and  timo- 
■qus  foul,  if  we  fay,  that  fpecial  grace  differs  efientially 
Vom  common  grace,  and  that  there  mud  be  fomething 
juite  different  in  its  kind,  as  to  every  gracious  difpofiti- 
on,  than  what  ever  refided  in  hypocrites.  Alas!  will  the 
Fearful  perfon  fay,  I  have  feen  fome  who  have  gone  great 
lengths,  who  have  been  well  efteemed,  and  well  receiv- 
ed among  all  ferious  people ;  and  yet  have  made  Ihip- 
srreck  of  the  faiih,  dishonored  their  profeflion,  and  open- 
sd  the  mouths  of  adverfaries  to  blafpheme.  They  had  all 
the  appearance  of  as  much  love  to  God,  as  much  delight 
in  his  fervice,  as  much  zeal  for  his  glory,  as  much  ftrift- 
nefc,  and  as  much  ufefulnefs  of  converfation  ;  nay,  more 
than  I  can  pretend  to.  What  then  am  I  to  think  of  this  ? 
Muft  all  my  gracious  difpofitions  be  effentially  different 
from  theirs  ?  And  how  is  this  difference  to  be  made  ap- 
pear ?  To  all  fuch  I  would  fay,  thofe  unhappy  perfons, 
by  their  conduct,  and  that  alone,  plainly  difcover,  that 
they  have  either  been  wholly  impoiiors  and  deceivers  of 
lite  world,  or  that  they  have  loved  fome  object  of  carnal 
affeftion ;  fome  luft,  of  one  kind  or  another,  more  than 
they  loved  God.  The  lirength  of  their  affetYions  in  one 
way,  has  been  overbalanced  by  the  dominion  of  corrup- 
tion in  another.  And  that  corruption  which  has  been 
kmgdiftfuifed  or  retrained,  at  lalt  breaks  out  with  fo  much 
the  greater  violence,  and  the  greater  noife. 

Again,  on  the  other  hand,  by  affirming  that  there  is  a 
difference  in  kind  between  fpecial  and  common  grace; 
ind  that  a  hypocrite  or  unrenewed  perfon  cannot  have 
the  lealt  meafure  of  the  fame  fort  of  love  to  God  or  man 
»ith  a  child  of  God,  we  are  apt  to  make  fome  flaves  to 
in,  upon  examining  themfelves,  judge  amifs  in  their  own 
avor.  They  cannot  help  thinking  that  they  have  a  real 
inieigned  affection  for  that  which  is  good  in  many  re- 
peels  ;  as  indeed  they  have,  when  it  doth  not  Hand  in 
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competition  with  their  reigning  or  darling  lull.  To  give 
an  example  of  this ;  it  is  frequently  made  a  mark  of  true 
religion,  to  love  the  people  of  God ;  and  indeed,  it  is  one 
of  the  bed,  and  when  taken  in  the  fenfe  I  have  mentioned 
above,  as  a  fupreme  and  prevalent  love,  it  is  an  infalli- 
ble fign.  It  hath  no  lefs  warrant  than  the  word  of  God: 
44  We  know  that  we  have  pafled  from  death  unto  life, 
"  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren  ;  he  that  loveth  not  his 
"  brother,  abideth  in  death."*  But  I  dare  fay,  there  are 
many  who  live  in  fin,  and  are  ftrangers  to  the  power  of 
godlinefs,  who,  upon  the  mod  impartial  examination  of 
themfelves,  would  conclude,  that  they  did  love  the  peo- 
ple of  God. 

Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  they  may  love  good  men,  but 
they  love  them  for  other  qualities,  and  cannot  love  them 
becaufe  of  their  piety.     Experience  tells  us  the  contrary. 
They  may  efteem  them,  love  them,  fpeak  well  of  them, 
and  do  them  fervice  becaufe  of  their  piety.     Nay,  1  have 
known  (though  that  is  more  rare)  fome  very  loofe  livers, 
who  feemed  to  have  nothing  good  about  them,  but  an  ef- 
teem of  pious  perfons,  and  a  defire  to  efpoufe  their  caufe, 
which  they  continued  to  do  in  all  ordinary  cafes.    But 
fliould  thefe  fervants  of  God  prefume  to  reprove  them 
fharply,  or  hinder  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  darling 
lull,  their  love  would  foon  turn  to  hatred.     Who  would 
not  have  faid  that  Herod  fincerely  loved  John  the  Baptiftt 
when  the  very  reafon  affigned  for  his  refpedt  and  attend- 
ance is,  that  "  he  was  a  juft  man  and  an  holy."     Yet  the 
fame  Herod,  when  he  was  reproved  by  John  for  his  fcan- 
dalous  adultery  and  inceft,  fhut  him  up  in  prifon.     And 
afterwards,  fo  little  was  his  conftancy,  that  when  the 
daughter  of  Herodias  had  gained  upon  hisaffeftion  by  her 
dancing,  and  involved  him  in  a  ralh  promife,  he  gratifi- 
ed her  mother's  favage  cruelty  with  the  Baptift's  head. 
The  description  of  his  fituation  of  mind  is  remarkable,  but 
far  from  being  Angular ;  we  are  told,  4<  the  king  was  ex- 
"  ceeding  forry  ;    yet  for  his  oath's  fake,  and  for  their 
41  lakes  that  fat  with  him,  he  would  not  rejett  her."  j— 

*   1  John  iii.  14.         t  Mark  xvi.  26. 
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fere  was  love  in  one  fenfe,  or  in  a  certain  degree ;  but 
e  loved  the  damfel  and  her  mother,  and  the  good  opini- 
n  of  his  courtly  companions,  {till  mprc  than  the  faithful 
readier. 

We  have  innumerable  examples  of  the  fame  thing  eve- 
r  day  before  our  eyes.  Voluptuous  men  love  the  ]>eo- 
leof  God,  but  will  not  obey  their  falutary  counfel,  be- 
tufe  they  love  their  lulls  more.  Covetous  men  will  love 
le  people  of  God,  and  praife  them,  and  defend  them,  but 
fiU  not  open  their  purfes  to  provide  for  them,  becaufe 
wy  love  their  filver  and  gold  more.  What  I  have  faid 
Fthis  difpoiition,  might  be  eafily  fhewn  to  hold  with  re- 
ird  to  every  other.  In  fhort,  whatever  unfeen  or  in- 
ard  difference  there  may  be  ;  whatever  diverfity  of  ope- 
ttion  of  the  holy  and  fovereign  Spirit,  the  great  trial  to 
1  is  the  feme  which  Ghrift  made  of  Peter :  t4  Simon,  fon 
of  Jonas,  loveft  thou  me  more  than  thefe  ?"  It  is  good 
tit  we  fhould  often  repeat  the  queftion  as  he  did,  and 
leffed  is  that  man  who  is  able  in  fincerity  to  fay  with  Pe- 
t,  "  Lord  thou  knoweft  all  things,  thou  knoweft  that  I 
love  thee."* 

I  am  fcnfible,  there  will  be  many  ready  to  challenge 
til,  or  at  lead  to  be  inwardly  difiatisfied  with  it,  as  too 
meral  and  undetermined.  They  will  be  ready  to  think, 
tat  this  leaves  the  matter  ftill  at  a  great  uncertainty ; 
ni  that  it  muft  be  very  difficult  to  decide  in  many  cafes, 
hether  the  love  of  God  or  of  the  world  hath  the  greateft 
tbitual  influence  in  the  heart.  The  truth  is,  I  am  far 
om  denying  or  diffembling  that  it  is  a  matter  of  great 
ifficuky  in  many  inftances ;  nay,  as  I  have  hinted  in 
me  of  the  former  pages  of  this  difcourfe,  there  are  cafes 
1  which  it  is  altogether  impoffible  to  come  to  any  certain 
termination.  In  fome,  grace  and  corruption  are  fo 
[ually  matched,  as  it  were ;  have  fuch  violent  ftruggles, 
id  take  their  turns  fo  often,  in  reftraining  and  governing 
le  another,  that  it  will  be  hard  to  tell,  till  the  lad  day, 
hich  of  them  was  ftrongeft  u]>on  the  whole.  But  this  is 
1  juft  obje&ion  to  what  I  have  delivered  above.     It  was 

*  John  xxi.  17. 
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never  intended  that  fuch  unequal  and  variable  Chriftiani 
fhould  enjoy  much  peace ;  and  if  they  do,  it  is  Purely  up- 
on foine  idle  or  imaginary  ground.  To  many  it  may  be 
juflly  faid  as  Jacob  faid  to  his  fon  Reuben,  "  Unliable  as 
water,  thou  fiialt  not  excel."*  Inftead  of  devifmg  ways, 
and  making  fuppofuions,  to  encourage  fuch  perfons  to 
think  well  of  their  own  (late,  it  is  a  far  fafer,  and  much 
kinder  office,  to  excite  them  to  a  holy  jealoufy  over  them- 
felves.  This  indeed  feems  to  be  the  language  of  fcriptore 
with  regard  to  us  all :  "  Let  us  therefore  fear,  left  a  pro. 
44  mife  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any  of  yoa 
44  fhould  fcem  to  come  fliort  of  it."f  Elfewhere,  faystte 
fame  apoftle,  "  And  we  defire  that  every  one  of  you  do 
44  lhew  the  fame  diligence,  to  the  full  affurance  of  hope 
44  unto  the  end."! 

The  life  of  a  Chriftian  is  conftantly  reprefcnteil  in 
fcripture  as  a  life  of  vigilance  and  caution,  of  adlivity  and 
diligence.     <4  Be  fober  and  vigilant,  for  your  adverfaty 
44  the  devil,  as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about  feeking  whom 
u  he  may  devour."i|     The  fame  apoftle  fays,  4<  And  be- 
"  fides  this,  giving  all  diligence,  add  to  your  faith  virtue, 
44  and  to  virtue  knowledge,  and  to  knowledge  temperance, 
44  and  to  temperance  patience,  and  to  patience  godlinefs, 
44  and  to  godlinefs  brotherly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly 
44  kindnefs  charity  ;  for  if  thefe  things   be   in  you  and* 
44  abound,  they  make  you  that  ye  fhali  neither  be  barren 
"  nor  unfruitful  in  die  knowledge  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 
44  — Wherefore  the  rather,  brethren,  give   diligence  to 
44  make  your  calling  and  election  fure."**     I  beg  it  may 
be  obierved,  that  this  is  no  way  contrary  to  that  confidence 
in  the  divine  mercy  and  good  hope  through  grace,  which 
the  £'.>!pel  imparts  to  the  believer. 

Thefe  are  intended  to  animate  him  to  diligence  in  duty, 
in  dependance  on  divine  llrength,  and  are  themfelves  gra- 
dually confirmed  and  improved,  by  producing  their  pro- 
per  effedts.  Few  feem  to  have  enjoyed  more  of  the  con- 
solations of  the  gofpel  than  the  apollle  Paul ;  and  yet  he 

*  Gen*  xlix.  4.     f  Hcb.  iv.   1.     \  Ilcb.  vi.    1 1.     \\  \  Pel.  v.  8. 
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reprefents  even  the  fear  of  final  difappointment,  as  what 
daily  influenced  his  own  conduct.  "  But  I  keep  under 
M  my  body,  and  bring  it  into  fubjedtion,  left  that  by  any 
"  means,  when  1  have  preached  to  others,  I  myfelf  fhouid 
"be  a  caft-away."* 

I  cannot  help  taking  notice  here,  that  there  is  often  juft 
caufe  to  find  fault  even  with  perfons  who,  to  all  appear- 
ance, are  fincerely  pious  upon  this  fubjeft.  For  all  fuch 
Idefire  to  have  the  highefl  eiteem,  and  to  treat  thein  with 
the  greateft  tend  erne  Is  and  afFettion.  In  the  mean  time, 
they  ought  to  be  willing,  and  even  defirous  of  having  their 
raiftakes  pointed  out  to  them.  Now  1  am  perfuaded, 
there  are  many  who  feek  after  alTurance  of  their  own  in- 
tereft  in  God's  favor  in  a  wrong  way,  and  that  they  of* 
ten  expect  it  in  a  degree  that  is  not  fuited  to  the  prefent 

Hate. 

I.  They  often  feek  it  in  a  wrong  way  ;  they  are  ready 
to  lay  hold  of  impreflions  upon  their  minds ;  and,  in  a 
variety  of  particulars,  are  in  danger  of  repeating  the  fin  of 
die  Pharifees,  who  aiked  a  fign  from  heaven.  When  a 
minifter  is  fpeaking  or  writing  on  this  fubjett,  they  expett 
(bmething  particular  and  perlbnal ;  and,  if  I  may  fpeak 
lb,  that  he  fhould  be  in  God's  ftead,  and  give  them  aflu- 
"ance,  in  place  of  telling  them  how  they  ought  to  feek  it. 
But  this  eagernefs,  from  however  good  a  difpofition  it  may 
pring,  is  unwarranted  and  prepollerous.  We  mud  be 
atisfied  to  walk  in  the  way  that  God  hath  pointed  out  to 
is;  to  give  thanks  to  him  for  the  fure  foundation  of  a  fin- 
ler's  hope  which  is  laid  in  Zion,  and  to  conclude  the  fafe- 
;y  of  our  own  liate  from  a  ferious  and  deliberate  examina- 
ionof  ourfelves  by  the  rules  laid  down  in  the  holy  fcrip- 
ures.  In  this  way  only,  is  the  moil  folid,  fettled,  and 
afting  peace  to  be  obtained. 

Perhaps  fome  will  be  ready  to  fay,  Do  you  then  con- 
lemn  in  general  all  regard  to  imprelfions  that  may  be  fen- 
bly  felt  upon  the  mind,  or  all  fecret  and  powerful  fug- 
eftions  of  palTages  of  fcripture  ?  Does  the  Holy  Ghoft  the 
)mforter  never  in  this  manner  enlighten  or  refrefh  tbofe 

♦  1  Cor.  ix.  27, 
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fouls  in  whom  he  dwells,  according  to  his  promife  ?    " 
•c  will  dwell  in  them,  and  walk  in  them  ;  and  I  will  bi 
u  their  God,  and  they  fhall  be  my  people."*     No,  fai 
from  it ;  I  have  no  defign  of  denying  the  real  operation  oi 
gracious  prefence  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  which  is  certainly 
one  of  the  mod  eflential  and  one  of  the  mod  comfortable 
do&rines  of  the  "  glorious  gofpel ;  but  at  the  fame  tim% 
from  the'love  I  bear  to  it,  I  would  guard  it  againft  miftakes 
and  abufe.     When  any  truth,  or  any  paflage  of  fcripture 
is  fuggefted  to  the  mind,  which  particularly  and  ftrongly 
points  out  the  duty  proper  to  our  prefent  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances ;  when  this  is  backed  with  a  powerful  fenfe 
of  its  obligation,  and  by  that  means  a  deceitful  or  flothfol 
heart  is  revived  and  quickened ;  this  is  thankfully  to  be 
acknowledged,   and  readily  complied  with.      When  t 
doubtful,  dejefted,  or  defponding  mind  is  relieved,  by  a 
ftrong  and  affedting  view  of  fome  encouraging  promife  or 
gracious  invitation  to  the  weary  finner,  or  the  contrite 
fpirit ;  when,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the  mind  is  led  to  a  difcove- 
ry  of  the  rich  mercy  and  free  grace  of  God  to  the  guilty 
and  miferable,  it  ought  to  be  embraced  and  improved ; 
and  in  many  fuch  inftances,  ferious  perfons  harrafled  by 
temptation,  have  had  caufe  to  fay  with  David,  "I  will 
"  blefs  the  Lord,  who  hath  given  me  counfel ;  my  reins 
M  alfo  inftruct  me  in  the  night  feafon."f 

This  is  no  more  than  the  neceflary  confequence  of  the 
conftant  over-ruling  providence  of  God,  which,  as  it  ex- 
tends to  the  difpofal  and  direction  of  the  mod  minute  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  courfe  of  nature,  cannot  fail  to  be  par- 
ticularly exercifed  about  the  holinefs  and  peace  of  his  own 
children.  They  obey  what  appears  to  be  their  duty,  of 
an  argument  againft  fin  ;  they  truft  the  divine  faithfulnefi 
in  what  concerns  their  comfort  ;  and  adore  the  diviiK 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  in  the  propriety  and  feafonablenefi 
of  either  or  both.  But  for  any  perfon,  from  the  fudder 
fuggeftion  of  a  paflage  offcripture,  ("I  am  thy  God"  foi 
example  ;  or,  "  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  ar 
44  mine1')  without  any  examination  of  his  temper  and  dH 

*  2  Cor.  vi.  16.         t  P&1-  xvi.  7. 
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ofition,  to  conclude  the  fafety  of  his  ftate,  is  furely  a  piece 
f  prefumption  without  ground. 

Neither  is  it  lefs  fooliih  than  prefumptuous ;  for  all  fuch 
tuft  be  liable  to  be  call  down  by  other  and  contrary  fug- 
.'ftions.  We  know  very  well,  and  have  an  inliance  of 
in  our  Saviour's  temptation,  that  fatan  can  fuggeft  paf- 
jes  of  fcripture ;  nay,  and  fpeak  pioufly  and  plaulibly 
ton  them  :  but  their  conclufions  muft  be  tried  by  other 
riptures.  To  all  who  are  inclined  to  the  above  deluding 
idice,  I  would  fay  with  the  apoille  John,  "  Beloved, 
believe  not  every  fpirit,  but  try  the  fpirits,  whether 
they  are  of  God."*  Or  with  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  "  To 
the  law  and  to  the  teftimony,  if  they  fpeak  not  accord- 
ing to  this  word,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them."f 
bere  is  alfo  a  very  proper  advice,  mixed  with  caution, 
iren  by  the  fame  prophet,  in  the  following  words; 
Who  is  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyeth 
the  voice  of  his  fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs  and 
hath  no  light ;  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord, 
and  ftay  upon  his  God.  Behold  all  ye  that  kindle  a  fire, 
ill  that  compafs  yourfelves  about  with  fparks,  walk  in  the 
light  of  your  fires,  and  in  the  fparks  that  ye  have  kind- 
Id  ;  this  (hall  ye  have  of  mine  hand,  ye  ihall  lie  down 
in  forrow."! 

2.  I  muft  alfo  obferve,  that  many  ferious  perfons  feem 
defire,  and  even  to  expeft,  affurance  in  fuch  a  meafure 
d  degree,  as  is  not  fuited  to  our  prefent  ftate.  They 
mid  have  faith  and  hope  to  be  the  fame  with  fenfe. 
ley  would  have  heaven  and  earth  to  be  the  fame,  and 
>uld  put  on  their  crown  before  they  have  finiftied  their 
urfe.  I  am  perfuaded,  many  deprive  themfelves  of 
it  comfort  to  which  they  have  an  undoubted  title,  and 
lich  they  might  eafily  poflefs,  by  aiming  at  that  which 
seyond  their  reach.  They  do  not  remember,  that  it  is 
te  in  this  refpedl  as  well  as  in  many  others,  what  the 
aftle  fays,  u  Now  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly,  but 
hen  face  to  face ;  now  I  know  in  part,  but  then  ihall  I 
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brings  on  a  relaxation,  or  fufpenfion  of  their  diligence  it 
duty;  they  give  themfelves  up  to  anxious,  complaininj 
thoughts ;  they  ftand  ftill,  and  will  go  no  farther  in  reli- 
gion, till  ihey  are  fatisfied  whether  they  have  as  yet  gooc 
any  length  at  all.  But  whatever  good  ground  any  perfoa 
may  have  to  be  diffatisfied  with  himfelf,  fo  foon  as  he  per- 
ceives that  this  is  itseffett,  he  ought  to  refill  it  as  atempta* 
tion.  I  cannot  better  ill ull rate  this,  than  by  a  fimilitude 
borrowed  from  the  fcripturc  language  on  the  fame  fubjeft. 
Whether  do  you  think  that  child  moll  dutiful,  under  a 
fenfe  of  his  father's  difpleafure,  who  patiently  and  filendjr 
applies  himfelf  to  his  work,  or  he  who  faunters  about  in 
idlenefs,  and  with  peevifh  and  fullen  complaints,  is  con- 
ftantly  calling  in  queftion  his  father's  love  ? 

Tiiis  lays  the  foundation  lor  a  very  neceffary  and  ufe- 
ful  direction,  which  indeed  flows  naturally  from  all  that 
has  been  fatd  on  the  evidence  of  regeneration.  Endea- 
vor, Chriftians,  to  prefer ve  and  increafe  your  hope  in 
God,  by  further  degrees  of  falsification,  by  zeal  and  dili- 
gence in  doing  his  will.  The  more  the  image  of  God  in 
you  is  perfected,  it  will  be  the  more  eafily  difcerned.  If 
you  are  at  any  time  ready  to  doubt  whether  fuch  or  fuch 
corruptions  are  confident  with  real  religion  ;  if  you  find 
this  a  hard  queftion  to  refolve,  go  another  way  to  work, 
and  ftrive  by  vigilance  and  prayer  to  mortify  thefe  cor- 
ruptions, and  then  the  difficulty  is  removed.  If  in  a  time 
of  affliction  and  diltrefs,  you  find  it  hard  to  determine  whe- 
ther it  ought  to  be  confidered  as  the  correction  of  a  father, 
or  the  fe verity  of  a  judge,  endeavor  through  divine  grace 
to  bear  it  with  the  patience  of  a  child,  and  you  will  foor 
fee  its  merciful  original  by  its  falutary  efie£t.  Wha1 
fhould  be  the  daily  fludy  of  a  Chriliian,  but  to  mortify  fir 
in  heart  and  convcrfation  ?  and  his  comfort  fhould  arifi 
from  his  apparent  fuccefs  in  this  important  flrife.  Whet 
grain  of  different  kinds  is  but  fpringing  from  the  ground 
it  is  not  eafy  to  diiiinguilh  between  one  and  another;  bul 
their  growth  afcertains  their  quality,  which  is  (till  more 
fully  difcerned  as  they  approah  nearer  to  maturity.  Imi- 
tate in  this  the  great  apollle  of  the  Gentiles,  "  Not  as 
"  though  I  had  already  attained,  either  were  already  per- 
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;  but  I  follow  after,  if  that  I  may  apprehend  that  for 
ch  alfo  I  am  apprehended  of  Chrift  Jefus.  Brethren, 
lint  not  myfelf  to  have  apprehended,  but  this  one 
g  I  do,  forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind, 
reaching  lbrth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  be- 
,  I  prefs  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high 
ing  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus  !"* 
ore  clofing  this  fedtion,  I  muft  obferve  that  thoueh 
count  I  have  given  of  the  great  mark  of  real  rel»- 
nay  ftill  leave  fome  in  the  dark,  yet  furely  it  carries 
le  cleared  and  plainefl  condemnation  of  many  hear- 
the  gofpel.  Oh,  that  it  were  poffible  to  faften  a 
tion  of  it  upon  their  minds  !  Are  there  not  many 
ppear  from  fabbath  to  fabbath  in  the  houfe  of  God, 
are  not  affirm  ferioufly  to  their  own  hearts,  that  God 
s  fervice  has  more  of  their  habitual  fettled  afleftion 
he  world,  or  any  of  its  enjoyments  ?  I  do  not  hem 
(land  grofs  finners,  whofe  crimes  are  "  open  going 
»re  unto  judgment ;"  but  I  mean  the  more  fobcr 
igular  profeflbrs  of  religion,  who  may  have  "  a  form 
illinefs,  and  deny  the  power  thereof."  I  am  per- 
[  this  is  a  more  proper  trial  of  their  Rate,  than  any 
liar  rule  of  duty.  Many  fuch  perfons  know  lb  little 
extent  and  fpirituality  of  the  law  of  God,  that  it  is 
ipoflible  they  may  be  ready  to  affirm  they  do  not 
themfelvesin  any  known  fin,  as  the  young  man  in 
feems  to  have  anfwered  fincerely,  when  he  faid  to 
viour, "  Mailer,  all  thefe  have  I  obferved  from  my 

th."t 

:  I  would  farther  afk  them,  Whether  hath  God  or 

>rld  mod:  of  your  love,  mod  of  your  thoughts,  and 

)f  your  care  ?  Can  fuch  of  you  pretend  this,  whole 

ardent,  nightly  thought  and  daily  pleafure,  is  only 

"eafe  your  fubftance  ?  who  would  not  #o  to  market 

it  re-examining  your  tranfadlions,  and  computing 

;a:n;  but  can  daily  goto  the  houfe  of  God,  without 

ing,  enquiring  after,  or  defiring  to  fee  its  proper 

f  Can  fuch  of  you  pretend  this,  to  whom  all  fcrious 

•  Phil.  iii.  12,  l.>,  11.  f  Mark  x.  20. 
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converfation  is  tedious  and  difguftful,  and  the  fociety  c 
good  men  a  painful  reftraint  ?  to  whom  the  fabbath  is  ; 
dull,  melancholy,  and  burdenfome  feafon  ?  Oh,  my  bre- 
thren, let  me  befeech  you  to  be  faithful  to  your  own  fouls. 
Your  precious  time  is  daily  haftening  on  ;  the  day  of  your 
merciful  vifitation  is  wearing  fad  away.  Hear  while  then 
is  yet  peace,  and  intreat  that  God,  for  Chrifl's  lake,  would 
freely  pardon  all  your  fins  ;  would  renew  you  in  the  fpk., 
rit  of  your  minds ;  would  fit  you  for  his  fervice  on  earth|; 
and  for  his  prefence  and  enjoyment  in  heaven. 

Thus  I  have  explained  at  confiderable  length,  and  witl^ 
all  the  care  and  accuracy  in  my  power,  the  great  and  ge- 
neral evidence  of  regeneration,  viz.  the  fuperiority  of  the,- 
intereft  of  God  and  the  Redeemer  in  the  heart,  above  thg 
intereft  of  inferior  good.     This,  1  hope,  will  be  of  ufe  ifli. 
itfelf,  to  diftinguifh  the  precious  from  the  vile,  to  preferve* 
you  from  fin,  and  excite  you  to  diligence  in  every  part  of 
your  duty,  that  it  may  be  more  and  more  manifeft.    At 
the  fame  time,  it  will  be  of  the  greateft  fervice,  in  the  ufe 
and  application  of  other  figns  of  real  religion,  by  fhewing 
when  they  are  conclufive,  and  when  they  are  not. 
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steps  by  which  this  change  is  accomplished* 

>roceed  now  to  confider  by  what  fteps,  and  by 
tat  means,  this  change  is  brought  about.  I  am 
lble  how  difficult  a  part  of  the  fubjeft  this  is, 
trd  it  will  be  to  treat  of  it  in  a  diftindt  and  pre- 
the  fame  time,  in  a  cautious  and  guarded  man- 
often  complained  of  in  thofe  who  write  on  this 
x  they  confine  and  limit  the  HOLY  ONE, 
ey  give  unneceffary  alarms  to  thofe  who  have 
>erience  of  every  particular  which  they  think 
lention.  There  is  no  doubt  but  God  acts  in 
e  and  fovereign  manner  in  the  difpenfation  of 
5  in  every  other  part  of  his  will.  As  he  cannot 
is  to  perfons,  fo  neither  as  to  the  time  and  man- 
r  reformation.  To  this  purpofe,  and  in  this 
ining,  our  Saviour  fays,  "  The  wind  bloweth 
ifteth,  and  thou  heareft  the  found  thereof,  but 

tell  whence  it  cometh,  and  whither  it  goeth : 
y  one  that  is  born  of  the  Spirit."f 
les  it  pleafeth  God  to  fnatch  finners  from  the 

of  the  pit,  to  raife  up  fome  of  the  mod  aban- 
iigates,  as  trophies  of  his  victorious  grace  and 
lile  he  fuffers  others,  far  more  moderate  and 
10  are  "  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  God," 

be  proper  to  inform  the  reader,  that  the  word 
ufed  here,  and  in  fome  other  places  of  this  difcourfe, 
jans  to  be  undcrftood  as  fi.^nifying  the  fame  thing 
rary."  He  who  acls  arbitrarily,  ac"ts  without  any 
1.  To  fay  this  of  the  divine  procedure,  would  be 
an  blufphcmy.  When  we  fay  that  God  acts  u  in 
e  and  fovereign  manner,"  the  meaning  is,  that  he 
ie  bell  and  ftrohgefl  reafons,  and  for  the  noblell  and 
:ht  ends;  btat  which  are  many  or  moil  of  them  be- 
st h  and  cotnprehenfion  ;  and  particularly,  that  there 
:afl  foundation  fur  fuppofmg  that  the  reafona  of  pre* 
taken  from  comparative  human  merit, 

t  John  Hi.  8. 
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finally  to  fall  ftiort  of  it  He  fometimes  glorifies  hi*  po*- 
er  and  mercy  at  once,  by  converting  his  moll  inveterate 
enemies,  and  making  them  the  mall  zealous,  active,  and 
fuccefsful  advocates  for  his  caufe.  Such  an  inftance  was 
the  apoflle  Paul,  who  from  a  perfecutor  became  a  preacher. 
Sometimes  converilon  is  fpeedily  and  fuddenly  brought 
about,  and  the  times  and  circumflances  of  the  change  may 
be  eafiiy  afcertained.  This  was  the  cafe  with  the  jailor 
recorded  in  the  hiftory  of  the  Afts  of  the  Apoftles.  The 
lame  may  be  faid  of  the  apoflle  Paul ;  and  there  have  been 
particular  examples  of  it  in  every  age.  Sometimes,  on  die 
other  hand,  the  reception  of  the  truth,  and  renovation  of 
the  heart,  goes  on  by  flow  and  infenlible  degrees ;  nor  ii 
it  eafy  to  fay  by  what  means  the  change  was  begun,  or  ft 
what  time  it  was  compleated.  This  was  perhaps  the  cafe 
with  mofl,  if  not  all,  the  difciples  of  our  Lord,  during  ha 
perfonal  miniftry. 

Sometimes  the  change  is  very  fignal  and  fenfible,  the 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  fpiritua)  life  fpeedy  and 
remarkable,  the  greateft  finners  becoming  the  moft  emi- 
nent faints;  like  the  woman  mentioned  in  the  gofpel,  to 
whom  many  fins  were  forgiven,  and  who  loved  her  Re- 
deemer much.  Sometimes,  on  the  other  band,  the  change 
is  very  doubtful,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  believer  hardly 
difcernible.  Some  of  this  fort  are  reproved  by  the  apofik 
Paul  in  the  following  words,  which  are  but  too  applicable 
to  many  profeffing  Chriftians  of  the  prefent  age  :  "  For 
"  when  for  the  time  ye  ought  to  be  teachers,  ye  have  need 
*'  that  one  teach  you  again,  which  be  the  firft  principles 
"  of  the  oracles  of  God,  and  are  become  fuch  as  have  need 
"  of  milk,  and  not  of  ftrong  meat."* — Sometimes  the 
convert  hath  much  peace  and  fenfible  comfort,  rejoicing 
with  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory ;  and  fometimes, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  is  difrreffed  with  doubts  and  fears, 
and  made  to  walk  in  darknefs.  Once  more,  fome  finners  ' 
are  brought  in  by  deep  and  long  humiliation,  and  are  al- 
moft  diftra£ted  with  legal  terrors,  while  others  are  power- 
fully, though  fweetly,  conftrained  by  the  cords  of  divine 
love.  All  thefe  "  worketh  the  felf  fame  fpirit,  who  dm- 
•  Heb.  v.  12. 
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1  dkth  to  every  man  feverally  as  he  will."  I  defire,  that 
that  has  now  been  faid,  may  be  (till  kept  in  mind ;  fo 
bat  if  the  evidences  of  a  faving  change  can  be  produced, 
here  need  be  little  folicitude  about  the  time  or  manner  of 
its  being  wrought. 

What  I  propofe  to  offer  on  this  part  of  the  fubjeft,  is 
sot  to  be  coiifidcrcd  as  in  the  leaft  degree  contrary  to,  or 
oconfiflent  with,  thefe  truths.  Nay,  I  am  not  to  lay  down 
1  plan  and  fay,  this  is  the  ordinary  way  in  which  finners 
ire  brought  to  the  faving  knowledge  of  God,  leaving  it  to 
bun,  in  fome  few,  uncommon,  and  extraordinary  cafes,  to 
tike  fovereign  fteps,  and  admit  exceptions  from  the  ordi- 
oary  rules.  This  is  a  way  of  fpeaking  common  enough ; 
but  though  it  may  be  very  well  meant,  I  apprehend  it  hath 
Dot  in  it  much,  either  of  truth  or  utility.  The  falvation 
of  every  child  of  Adam  is  of  free,  abfolute,  fovereign  grace: 
md  the  attual  change  may  be  wrought  at  any  time,  in  any 
Banner,  by  any  means,  and  will  produce  its  effetts  in  any 
meafurc,  that  to  infinite  wifdom  fhall  feem  proper.  Nei- 
ther ought  we  to  pretend  to  account  for  the  diverfity  in  any 
rther  manner  than  our  Saviour  does :  "  Even  fo,  Father, 
4  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight."*  Therefore  what  I 
mve  in  view,  is  to  fpeak  of  fuch  fteps  in  the  changes  as 
ire,  in  fubftance  at  lead,  common  to  all  true  converts.  It 
rill  be  a  fort  of  analyfis,  or  more  full  explication  of  the 
hange  itfelf,  and  ferve,  among  other  ufes,  further  to  dif* 
inguifh  the  real  fflom  the  counterfeit.  Too  much  can 
lardly  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft  :  "  For  what  is  the  chaff  to 
k  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lord."  It  will  alfo  illuftrate  the 
iivine  wifdom,  as  well  as  fovereignty,  by  fhowing  how 
bat  diverfity  of  operation,  fo  remarkable  in  different  fub- 
s&s,  produces  in  all  at  lad  the  fame  bleffed  effect. 

S  E  C  T.    I. 

There  mutt  be  a  discovery  of  the  real  nature  of  God. 

fN  the  firft  place,  one  important  and  neceflary  ftep  in 
[  bringing  about  a  faving  change,  is  that  the  finner  get 

*  Luke  x.  21. 
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adifcovery  of  the  real  nature,  the  ininite  maje&y,  in 
tranfcendent  glory  of  the  living  God !  Perhaps  fame  wi 
he  furprifed,  that,  as  ufual,  a  convi&ion  of  fin  is  not  mei 
tioned  firft,  as  the  preliminary  Hep.  I  enter  into  no  qua 
rel  or  debate  with  thofe  who  do  lb  ;  but  I  have  firft  mei 
tioned  the  other,  which  is  but  feldom  taken  notice  of,  froi 
a  firm  perfuafion,  that  a  difcovery  of  the  nature  and  gloi 
of  the  true  God  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all.  This  aioi 
can  produce  falutary  convidtions  of  fin ;  for  how  can  i 
know  what  fin  is,  till  we  know  him  againft  whom  we  hai 
finned.  The  fame  thing  only  will  point  out  the  differeni 
between  real  conviction,  and  fuch  occafional  fears  as  new* 
go  farther  than  a  fpirit  of  bondage. 

In  fupport  of  this,  you  may  obferve,  that  in  fcriptui 

tbofe  who  are  in  a  natural  or  unconverted  iiate,  are  ofu 

defcribed  as  lying  in  a  itate  of  ignorance  or  darknefs.  Th 

are  faid  to  be  fuch  as  know  not  God :  u  Howbeit  thi 

"  when  ye  knew  not  God,  ye  did  fervice  unto  them  whi 

cf  by  nature  are  no  gods.'-*     See  alfo  the  following  A 

cription:    u  Having   the    underftanding    darkened,  l 

"  ing  alienated  from  the  life  of  God,  through  the  igc 

4*  ranee  that  is  in  them,  becaufe  of  the  blindnefe  of  lb 

u  hearts,  "f     Agreeably  to  this,  the  change  produced 

them  is  reprefented  as  giving  them  light  or  underftar 

ing,  in  oppofition  to  their  former  ignorance ;  u  to  op 

"  their  eyes,  and  to  turn  them  from  ckrknefs  to  light,  a 

4i  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God-9    But  if  our  gof 

'.'.be  hid,  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  loft,  in  whom  the  god 

"  this  world  'hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them   which 

"  lieve  not,  lell  the  light  of  die  glorious  gofpel  of  Chi 

"  who  is  the  image  of  God,  fhould  ihine  unto  them.    1 

•'  God,  who  commanded  the   light  to  ihine  out  of  da 

u  nefs,  hath  ftiined  in  our  hearts,  to  give  the  light  of 

"  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jc 

"  Chrift/'il     In  this    way  is  the  matter  reprefented 

fcripture,  much  more  frequently  than  is  commonly 

ferved  ;  and,  as  the  underltanding  is  the  leading  faculty 

our  nature,  it  is  but  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that- the  chai 

•Gal.  iv.  8.    t  Eph.  iv.  18.    fAcfexxvi.  18.    ||  2  Cor.  iv.  4 
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ftould  begin  there,  by  a  difcovery  of  the  nature  and 
glory  of  God,  as  the  foundation  of  all  that  is  afterwards  to 

falkrir. 

This  will  be  further  evident,  if  we  refleft  upon  the  ac- 
count formerly  given,  and  fufficiently  fup ported  from  the 
holy  fcriptures,  of  the  nature  of  this  change,  That  it  con- 
lifts  in  a  fupreme  regard  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  an  ha- 
bitual prevailing  defire  of  his  favor.  To  this  it  is  abfo- 
lutcly  neceffary,  as  a  preliminary,  that  there  be  a  difcovery 
of  die  real  nature  and  tranfeendent  glory  of  God.  How 
can  any  man  have  that  as  the  chief  and  leading  motive  of 
aftion  which  he  doth  not  underftand  ?  How  can  any  man 
have  that  as  the  fupreme  objett  of  defire,  which  he  doth 
not  know  ?  Neither  of  thefe  is  poffible ;  there  muft,  there- 
fere,  be  fome  fuch  difcovery  as  I  have  mentioned  above. 
It  is  true,  this  is  but  imperfeft  at  firft  ;  there  will  be  in  the 
truly  regenerate  a  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God, 
as  well  as  a  growing  delight  in  him,  as  its  confequence : 
yet  there  muft  be  fome  view  of  his  nature,  as  the  begin- 
ning of  the  change,  and  the  ground- work  of  every  holy 
difpofition. 

This  difcovery  of  God  implies  two  things,  which,  as 
they  are  both  neceffary,  fo  they  deferve  our  particular  at- 
tention ;  and  it  is  not  improper  to  diftinguifh  carefully  the 
one  from  the  other.  1.  It  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  his  real 
nature.  2.  A  difaovery  of  the  worth  and  excellence  of 
his  nature,  which  V,  properly  fpeaking,  the  glory  of  God. 

1.  It  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  real  nature  of  God. 
He  muft  be  feen  to  be  juft  fuch  a  Being  as  he  really  is, 
and  no  faife  or  adulterated  image  muft  be  placed  in  his 
room,  or  adored  in  his  (lead.  He  muft  be  feen  in  his  fpi- 
ritual  nature,  as  almighty  in  his  power,  unfearchable  in 
his  wifdom,  inviolable  in  his  truth  ;  but  above  all,  he  muft 
be  feen  as  infinite  in  his  holinefs  and  hatred  of  fin,  as  im- 
partial in  his  juftice,  and  determined  to  punifli  it.  Such 
is  the  fcripture  reprefentation  of  God,  as  u  glorious  in  his 
44  holinefs. — Evil  cannot  dwell  with  him,  and  finners  can- 
"  not  ftand  in  his  prefence."  It  is  the  error  of  the  wick- 
ed to  fuppofe  the  contrary ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  the  very 
fource  of  wickednefs  to  deny  the  being,  or  to  deny  the  ho- 
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linefs  of  God  %  and  thefc  amount  much  to  the  feme  thin* 
u  Wherefore  doth  the  wicked  contemn  God  ;  he  hath  fiuo 
u  in  his  heart  thou  wilt  not  require  it.* — The  fool  talk 
"  faid  in  his  heart  there  is  no  God.f— Thefe  tilings  tba 
*Hiaft  done,  and  I  kept  filencc ;  thou  thoughteft  that  I  wtf 
"  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thy  felf,  but  I  will  reprove  thetj 
44  and  fet  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes." J 

God  mud  be  feen  as  he  is  reprefented  in  his  own  word, 
which  is  the  only  rule  of  faith,  "  the  pillar  and  ground  of 
14  truth."  This  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  importance; 
which,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  is  in  this  age  very  feldom  attends 
ed  to,  but  which  is  moft  manifeftly  and  undeniably  juft.  If 
God  is  not  feen  in  his  real  nature,  as  he  is  in  truth,  he  cm 
ftever  be  acceptably  ferved.  If  a  wrong  or  falfe  charac- 
ter of  God  is  formed,  no  worfhip  we  can  offer  to  him,  no 
love  or  refpeft  we  can  bear  to  him  is  genuine ;  or  rather* 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  our  fervice  and  attachment  is,  in 
that  cafe,  wholly  mifplaced,  and  not  directed  to  him  at  all, 
but  fomething  elfe  is  loved,  honored,  and  ferved  in  his 
room.  I  befeech  the  ferious  reader  to  obferve,  what  an 
unfpeakable  jealoufy  God  difcovered  under  the  Old  Tefta- 
ment  difpenfation,  as  to  the  purity  of  his  worfhip,  and  what 
a  heinous  crime  all  idolatry  was  e deemed.  How  great 
was  the  divine  difpleafure  at  the  making  and  worfhipping 
of  the  golden  calf,  although  it  is  very  probable  Aaron  only 
intended  to  reprefent  the  true  God,  by  the  fame  fymbol 
they  had  feen  in  Egypt  ?  Did  not  this  belong  to  the  fub 
fiance,  and  not  only  to  the  circumftances  of  religion  ?  Ij 
it  not  then  equally  interefting  under  the  New  Teilamen 
as  under  the  Old  ?  Was  the  unchangeable  God  fo  mucl 
difpleafed  at  giving  him  a  falfe  name,  and  will  he  not  b 
equally  difpleafed  with  thofe  who  attribute  to  him  a  fall 
nature  ? 

As  this  truth  ferves  to  explain  the  nature  and  rife  of  re 
generation,  fo  it  alfo  receives  particular  light  and  evidenc 
itfelf  from  what  has  been  faid  in  the  preceding  parts  c 
this  fubjeft.  Regeneration  confifts  in  having  the  imag 
of  God  again  drawn  upon  the  heart ;  that  is,  its  being  car 

»  Pful.x.  12.  t  Pfal.  xiv.  1.  \  Pfal.  1.  21. 
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jfedout  to  the  fupreme  love  of  God,  and  delight  in  him, 
0;  in  other  words,  brought  to  the  fupreme  love  of,  and 
Might  in,  perfeft  goodnefs  and  immaculate,  holinefs. 
When  this  is  the  cafe,  the  finner  is  renewed,  he  again 
bears  the  image  of  God  which  he  had  loft,  he  is  again  tit- 
led for  the  prefence  of  God,  from  which  he  had  been  expel- 
bi  But  if  he  has  wrong  notions  of  God,  if  he  takes  him 
0  be  effentially  different  from  what  he  really  is,  he  ferves 
lot  the  true  God  at  all,  he  bears  not  his  image,  he  delights 
lot  in  his  fellowfhip,  he  is  unfit  for  his  prefence.  If  reli- 
poo  confills  in  a  divine  nature,  fuch  a  perfon  does  not  pof- 
ds  it,  unlefs  there  are  more  Gods  than  one.  There  may, 
ndeed,  be  an  alteration  in  him,  he  may  have  transferred 
lit  allegiance,  and  changed  his  mailer,  for  idols  are  many, 
tot  he  is  not  brought  unto  God ;  and,  fo  long  as  God  is 
amutable,  his  happineis  is  impoffible. 

I  can  recoiled!  nothing  that  is  worth  notice  as  an  ob- 
eftion  again  ft  this,  but  that  our  knowledge  of  God,  at 
my  rate,  is  extremely  imperfedl  and  defective.     It  is  fo 

0  be  fure,  while  we  are  in  this  world ;  nay,  probably,  it 
fill  be  fo  to  all  eternity  :  for  "  who  can  by  fearching  find 
4  out  God  ?  Who  can  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  perfec- 
'tion?  It  is  high  as  heaven,  what  can  we  do  ?  deeper 
'  than  hell,  what  can  we  know  ?  The  meafure  thereof  is 
'longer than  the  earth,  and  broader  than  the  fea."*  But 
here  is  a  great  difference  between  the  imperte&ion  of  our 
nowledge  of  God,  and  forming  conceptions  of  him  that 
re  fundamentally  wrong.  There  is  a  great  difference 
etween  having  weak  and  inadequate  ideas  of  the  truth, 
ud  believing  or  adting  upon  the  oppofite  falfhood.  Un- 
ifs  this  is  admitted,  we  fhall  never  fee  the  unfpeakable 
Jvantage  which  the  Jews  enjoyed  over  the  Gentiles, 
becaufe  to  them  were  committed  the  oracles  of  God;" 
or  indeed  fhall  we  fee  the  worth  and  beauty  of  the  ancient 
ifpenfation  in  general.  It  was  one  uniform  difplay  of 
lis  great  and  important  truth,  which  is  delivered  with  fo 
fttich  majefty  by  God  himfelf :  "  I  am  the  Lord,  that  is 

1  my  name,  and  my  gtory  will  I  not  give  to  another,  nei- 

*  Job  xi.  7,  8,  ft. 
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44  ther  rtly  praife  to  graven  images."     Neither  is 
all  relaxed  under  the  New  Teftament.     The  im] 
of  u  holding  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus" — of  "  holdii 
44  the  form  of  found  words" — and  44  keeping  the 
is  often  declared,  as  well  as  that 4C  no  lie  is  of  the 
And  no  wonder  that  in  this  pure  and  fpiritual  conl 
on,  it  fhould  be  neceflary  to  have  clear  and  diftinct 
of  him  who  is  44  the  Father  of  fpirits." 

Thus  I  hope  it  appears,   that,  in  order  to  a  : 
change,  there  mud  be  a  difcovery  of  the  real  nature  ofl 
one  only,  the  living  and  true  God.     Before  we 
further,  let  me  obferve  that  hence  may  be  feen,  in 
deareit  light,  the  danger  both  of  ignorance,  and  error. 

x.  Of  ignorance.  It  is  plain  that  thofe  who  are  gro|| 
Iy  ignorant  mull  be  unrenewed.  Thofe  who  do  not  khtl 
God,  cannot  poflibly  love  him.  Do  you  not  now  fee  A 
meaning  and  weight  of  the  ftrong  language  of  fcriptuw 
where  we  are  told  the  heathen  nations  were  44  fitting  i 
"  darknefs,  and  in  the  region  and  ihadow  of  deafli  ? 
What  force  fhould  this  give  to  the  prayers  fo  often  ofifeit 
up,  both  in  public  and  in  private,  that  the  "  name"  of  Go 
may  be  "  hallowed"  and  his  kingdom  come  ?  How  riktf 
lhould  it  add  to  the  zeal  and  diligence,  efpecially  of  tha 
who  are  appointed  to  watch  for  the  fouls  of  others  ?  Whi 
concern  fhould  it  give  them,  lell  any  under  their  immed 
ate  ini'pe&ion  "  fhould  periih  for  lack  of  knowledge." 
is  indeed  furprifing  to  think,  what  grofs  ignorance  prevrti 
at  prefent  among  many,  notwithllanding  the  excelle 
opportunities  of  inllru&ion  which  they  have  in  their  offi 
Nay,  even  among  thole  who  are  inft  rutted  in  feveral  branc 
es  of  human  fcience,  it  is  aftonifhing  to  think  what  ignc 
ance  there  is  of  every  thing  that  relates  to  religion. 

If  accident  or  curiofity  has  brought  this  difcourfe  ir 
the  hands  of  any  fuch,  let  me  intreat  their  attention  foi 
little.  I  befeech  you  to  think  upon,  and  tremble  at  yc 
ltate.  You  may  have  fome  fort  of  a  nominal  belief  of 
unfeen,  unintelligible  being,  called  God,  while  you  kn< 
neither  4l  what  you  fpeak,  nor  whereof  you  affirm."  Y 
may  perhaps  have  heard,  or  rather  in  our  happy  nati 
country  you  cannot  but  have  heard  of  Chrift  Jefus,  the  S 
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ftiled  often  the  Saviour  of  tinners ;  but  you  "  know 
:r  the  Father  nor  the  Son."  You  know  not  God 
itor,  nor,  by  confcquence,  your  obligations  and  duty 
or  your  apoftacy  and  departure  from  both.  You 
(flpot  what  fin  is,  and  therefore,  you  cannot  know  a 
If  ever  you  come  to  true  religion  at  all,  light 
tak  in  upon  you  in  your  darknefs,  you  will  no  more 
f|Ue  to  forget  God,  he  will  follow  you  into  your  fecret 
|pbcrs,  he  will  come  home  upon  you,  and  affault  you, 
jlcwere,  with  the  reality  of  his  prefence,  with  the  fanfti- 
$fid  purity  of  his  nature,  and  the  terrible  majefty  of 
|»power.  O  how  great  is  the  efteft  of  a  real  difcovery 
tic  divine  glory,  whether  in  the  word,  or  by  the  provi- 
nce of  God ;  to  a  faint  or  to  a  finner.  Hear  how  Job 
prefles  himfelf,  u  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing 
rf  the  ear,  but  now  mine  eye  feeth  thee,  wherefore  I  ab- 
hor myfelf,  and  repent  in  duft  and  alhes."*  We  have 
J  fame  thing  well  defcribed  by  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  as  the 
stt  of  divine  power  in  defolating  judgments.  "  Enter 
into  the  rock,  and  hide  thee  in  the  duft,  for  the  fear  of 
lie  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty.  The  lofty 
looks  of  man  (hall  be  humbled,  and  the  haughtinefs  of 
men  ftiall  be  bowed  down,  and  the  Lord  alone  (hall  be 
;xalted  in  that  day. — And  they  (hall  go  into  the  holes 
>f  the  rocks,  and  into  the  caves  of  the  earth,  for  fear  of 
he  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  ari- 
"eth  to  fhake  terribly  the  earth.  In  that  day  a  man  ihall 
:aft  his  idols  of  filver,  and  his  idols  of  gold,  which  they 
nade  each  one  for  himfelf  to  worfhip,  to  the  moles  and 
0  the  bats,  to  go  into  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  and  into  the 
ops  of  the  ragged  rocks,  for  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the 
'lory  of  his  majefty,  when  he  arifeth  to  fhake  terribly 
he  earth."!  So  foon  as  it  pleafes  God  to  open  your 
ss  upon  himfelf,  with  whom  you  have  to  do,  it  will  hum- 
:  you  in  the  duft,  it  will  difcover  your  danger,  it  will 
ike  redemption  precious  to  you,  and  the  name  of  a  Sa- 
aur  unipeakably  dear. 

•  Job  xlii-  5,  6.         t  Kaiah  ii.  10,  1 1.  19,  20,  31. 

Vol.  I.  Bb 
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2.  The  fame  thing  fhews  the  danger  of  err 
well  as  ignorance.  Among  many  loofe  and  pern 
principles,  which  are  zealoufly  fpread,  and  blindly  t 
ced  in  this  age,  one  of  the  mod  prevailing  and  danj 
is,  the  innocence  of  error.  "  O,  fay  fome,  every  1 
41  tp  enquire  freely,  and  each  will  embrace  what  a] 
41  to  him  to  be  the  truth.  It  is  no  matter  what  a  m 
41  lieves,  if  his  life  be  good.  Even  he  who  miftake* 
4 '  be  as  acceptable  to  God  as  his  oppofite,  if  he  is  e 
44  fincere."  Now  there  is  no  doubt,  that  liberty 
quire  freely,  is  an  ineilimable  blefling,  and  impartia 
religious  enquiries  an  indifpenfable  duty.  But  the 
maxim  becomes  falfe  and  dangerous  by  being  can 
exceffive  length ;  and  it  is  carried  to  this  excefs 
favor  of  two  fuppofitions,  which  are  falfe  and  grow 
The  maxim  is  applied  frequently  to  juftify  an  ope 
virulent  oppofition  to  the  mod  important  truths  of  tl 
pel ;  nay,  fometimes,  even  a  denial  of  all  religion, 
ral  and  revealed.  To  be  able  to  apply  it  thus,  it  is 
fory  to  fuppofe  that  falfe  opinions  will  have  as  good 
fluence  upon  the  heart  as  true.  If  this  is  the  ca 
boafted  privilege  of  free  enquiry  is  not  worth  havin 
all  the  labor  bellowed  on  the  fearch  of  truth  is  ei 
thrown  away.  Another  fuppofition  contained  i 
above  maxim  is,  that  a  perfon  may  be  as  fincere  i 
bracing  grofs  felihoods,  as  in  adhering  to  the  truth. 
be  true,  our  Creator  hath  not  given  us  the  means 
tinguifh  the  one  from  the  other,  which  is  the  high 
peachment  both  of  his  wifdom  and  goodnefs. 

Such  perfons  do  not  confider,  that  a  corrupt  incli 
in  the  heart  brings  a  bias  on  the  judgment,  and  that 
men  do  not  "  like  to  retain  God  in  their  knowledg 
frequently  in  his  righteous  judgment,  gives  them  1 
reprobate  mind.  Nay,  when  they  rejeft  his  trutl 
an  inward  hatred  of  its  purity,  he  is  faid  to  fend 
44  ftrong  delufions,"  as  in  the  following  paffage  : 
44  caufe  they  received  not  the  love  of  the  truth,  the 
14  might  be  faved,  for  this  caufe  God  (hall  fend 
44  ftrong  delufion,  that  they  fhould  believe  a  lie,  th 
«  all  might  be  damned  who  believed  not  the  truth,  I 
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>leafure  in  unrighteoufnefs."*  But  the  nature  of  rege- 
ration  will  ferve,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  fliew  the  dan- 
r  of  error.  If  men  form  wrong  notions  of  God,  if  they 
re  and  worihip,  and  refemble  a  falfe  god,  they  cannot 
i  renewed,  they  are  not  like,  and  therefore  unfit  for  the 
tfcnce  of,  the  true.  Be  not  deceived,  he  cannot  deny 
mfelfi  and  therefore  "  there  is  no  fellowfhip  of  righte- 
oufnefs  with  unrighteoufnefs,  no  communion  of  light 
with  darknefs,  no  concord  of  Chrift  with  Belial."f 

1  muft  here,  to  prevent  miftakes,  obferve  that  this 
light,  by  no  means,  to  be  extended  to  differences  of 
nailer  moment,  under  which  I  rank  all  thofe  which  re- 
nd only  the  externals  of  religion.  I  am  fully  convinced, 
at  many  of  very  different  parties  and  denominations 
t  building  upon  the  one  "  foundation  laid  in  Zion"  for 
finner's  hope,  and  that  their  diftance  and  alienation  from 
M  another  in  affe&ion,  is  very  much  to  be  regretted, 
[my  will  not  meet  together  on  earth  for  the  worihip  of 
od,  who  Audi  have  one  temple  above,  where  all  the  faith- 
1, "  from  the  eaft,  and  from  the  weft,  from  the  north, 
and  from  the  fouth,  {hall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and 
Ibac,  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  their"  eternal "  Fa- 
ther." But  after  all,  I  muft  needs  alfo  believe,  that  it  is 
Able  to  make  fhipwreck  of  the  faith.  This  appears 
ainly  from  the  following,  as  well  as  many  other  pafiages 
(capture  :  "  But  there  were  falfe  prophets  alfo  among 
the  people,  even  as  there  fhall  be  falfe  teachers  among 
you,  who  privily  fhall  bring  in  damnable  herefies,  even 
denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  bring  upon 
themfelves  fwift  deftrudtion."J  If  any  take  up  falfe 
ftions  of  God,  or  expeft  falsification  and  eternal  life  in 
\y  other  way  than  he  hath  pointed  out  in  his  word,  though 
ey  may  now  build  their  hope  on  a  fond  imagination 
at  he  is  fuch  an  one  as  themfelves,  they  (hall  at  laft 
cet  with  a  dreadful  difappointment  in  this  awful  fen- 
ace,  u  Depart  from  me,  I  know  ye  not,  ye  workers  of 
iniquity." 

2  Theff.  ii.  10,  11,  12.     t  2  Cor.  vi.  14,  15.     \  2  Pet.  ii.  1. 
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SECT.     II. 

TTtere  must  be  a  discovery  of  the  infinite  glory  of  God. 

IN  the  fecond  place,  As  there  muft  be  a  difcovery 
the  real  nature,  fo  alfo  of  the  infinite  glory  of  Go 
He  rnuft  not  only  be  feen  to  be  juft  fuch  a  being  as  I 
really  is,  but  there  muft  be  a  fenfe  of  the  infinite  wort 
beauty,  and  perfe&ion  of  his  character.   Thefe  two  thing 
tlrough  intimately  conne£ted,  are  yet  fo  diftintt  from  01 
another,  as  to  delerve  to  be  feparately  confidered.     Ti 
firft  is  aeceffary,  but  it  is  not  fufficient  alone,  or  by  itfe 
There  can  be  no  true  religion,  unlefs  there  be  a  difcove 
of  the  real  nature  of  God.     But  though  there  be  a  kne 
ledge  of  what  God  is,  unlefs  there  be  alfo  a  difcovery 
the  excellence  and  glory  of  this  nature,  he  can  never 
the  objeft  of  efleem  and  love.     It  is  one  thing  to  kner 
and  another  to  approve  :  and,  whilfi:  this  laft  is  not  t 
cafe,  whatever  we  may  know  or  affirm,  or  be  perfuaded  ■ 
with  relation  to  the  Supreme  Being,  we  do  not  know  hi 
to  be  God,  nor  can  poflibly  glorify  him  as  God.     Tl 
momentous  truth  we  may  furely  comprehend,  by  what 
analogous  to  it  in  our  experience,  between  created  i 
tures.     Speculative  knowledge  and  love  are  by  no  mea 
infeparable.     Men  may  truly  know  many  things  whi 
they  lincerely  hate ;  they  may  hate  them  even  beca 
they  know  them  :  and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  mi 
they  know  them  they  will  hate  them  with  the  greater 
rulence  and  rancor.     This  not  only  may,  but  always  m 
take  place,  when  natures  are  oppofite  one  to  another, 
one  linful,  for  example,  and  the  other  holy.     The  m 
they  are  known,  the  more  is  their  mutual  hatred  ttirred 
and  their  perfeft  oppofition  to  each  other  becomes,  if 
more  violent,  at  leaft  more  fenfible. 

We  have  little  reafon  to  doubt,  that  the  fallen  ang 
thofe  apoftate  fpirits,  have  a  great  degree  of  fpeculai 
knowledge.  I  would  not,  indeed,  take  upon  metoaff 
that  they  are  free  from  error  and  miltake  of  every  ki 
yet  it  feems  highly  probable  that  they  have  a  clear,  thoi 
&:  the  fame  time,  a  terrible  apprehenfion  of  "  what  ( 
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is ;  for  they  have  not  the  fame  opportunities,  or  the  fame 
means  of  deceiving  themfelves,  that  we  have  in  the  pre- 
fcnt  (late.  But  do  they  love  him,  or  fee  his  excellence 
and  glory  ?  Very  far  from  it.  They  believe  and  trem- 
ble ;  they  know  God,  and  blafpheme.  The  more  they 
know  of  him,  the  more  they  hate  him  ;  that  is  to  fay,  their 
inward,  native,  habitual  hatred  is  the  more  ftrongly  ex- 
cited, and  the  more  fenfibly  felt. 

The  cafe  is  much  the  fame  with  fome  finners,  when 
firft  awakened,  and  it  continues  to  be  the  fame  fo  long  as 
they  are  kept  in  bondage  and  terror.  They  have  an  aw- 
fill  view  of  the  holinefs  of  God's  nature,  of  the  ftriftnefs 
of  his  law,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  power.  This  is  diredl- 
ly  levelled  againft  their  own  corrupt  inclinations,  and 
carries  nothing  with  it  but  a  fentence  of  condemnation 
againft  them  :  "  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth  not 
41  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law, 
"to  do  them."*  This  brings  forth  their  enmity,  which 
before  perhaps  lay  hid.  It  is  remarkable  that  fome  per- 
fcns  of  loofe  and  diforderly  lives,  will  fometimes  main- 
tain, at  ftated  feafons,  a  profeffion  of  piety.  So  long  as 
they  can  keep  their  confeiences  ft  ill  and  quiet  by  general 
indiftintt  notions  Of  God,  as  very  eafy  and  gentle,  no 
way  inclined  to  punilh,  they  think  of  him  without  averfi- 
on,  nay,  will  go  through  fome  outward  forms  with  appa- 
rent  fatisfa&ion  and  delight.  Their  notion  of  divine 
mercy  is  not  a  readinefs  to  pardon  the  greateft  fmner  on 
repentance,  but  a  difpofition  to  indulge  the  finner,  and 
wink  at  his  continuance  in  tranfgreffton.  No  fooner  are 
fuch  perfons  brought  to  a  difcovery  of  the  real  character  of 
a  holy  God,  than  their  thoughts  of  him  are  entirely 
changed.  They  have  gloomy  views  of  his  nature,  and 
harfh  thoughts  of  his  providence ;  they  fret  at  the  ftritt- 
nefs  of  his  law,  and,  as  far  as  they  dare,  complain  of  the 
tyranny  of  his  government.  Their  fentiments  are  the 
fame  with  thofc  exprefled  by  the  men  of  Bcthfhemefh : 
il  Who  is  able  to  Hand  before  this  holy  Lord  God,  and  to 
11  whom  fhall  he  go  up  from  us."f 

*  Gal.  iii.  10.         t   1  Sam.  vi.  20. 
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I  cannot  help  obfenring,  that  here  we  are,  if  I  ma] 
fpeak  fo,  at  the  very  fountain-head  of  error.  What  is  i 
elfe  that  makes  many  frame  to  themfelves  new  and  flatter 
ing  fchemes  of  religion,  that  makes  them  imagine  a  Goc 
fo  extremely  different  from  that  holy  Being  he  is  repr* 
fented  in  his  own  word  ?  When  men  will  not  conform 
their  praftice  to  the  principles  of  pure  and  undefiled  reli- 
gion, they  fcarce  ever  fail  to  endeavor  to  accommodate  re- 
ligion to  their  own  practice.  Are  there  not  many  who 
cannot  endure  the  reprefentation  of  God  as  holy  and 
jealous,  which  is  given  us  in  fcripture  ?  With  what  vio- 
lence do  they  oppofe  themfelves  to  it  by  carnal  reafonings, 
and  give  it  the  mod  odious  and  abominable  names  ?  The 
reafon  is  plain.  Such  a  view  of  God  fets  the  oppofitioo 
of  their  own  hearts  to  him  in  the  ftrongeft  light.  Two 
things  oppofite  in  their  nature  cannot  be  approved  at  once, 
and,  therefore,  the  confequence  is,  God  or  themfelves 
muft  be  held  in  abhorrence.  But  we  have  reafon  to  bids 
God,  that  their  refiftance  to  the  truth  is  only  a  new  evi- 
dence and  illuftration  of  it,  fhewing  that  "  the  carnal  mind 
"  is  enmity  againft  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubje£t  to  the  law 
"  of  God,  neither  indeed  can  be."*  And  as  this  enmity 
to  God  di (covers  itfelf  in  oppofition  to  his  truth  on  earth, 
it  will  become  much  more  violent,  when  further  refiftance 
is  impoffible.  When  an  unregenerate  finner  enters  upon 
a  world  offpirits,  where  he  has  a  much  clearer  fight  and 
greater  fenfe  of  what  God  is,  his  inherent  enmity  works 
to  perfection,  and  he  hlafphemes  like  thofe  devils  with 
whom  he  muft  forever  dwell. 

From  all  this  it  will  evidently  appear,  that  there  mull 
be  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  and  beauty  of  the  divine  na- 
ture, an  entire  approbation  of  tvery  thing  in  God,  as  per- 
fe&ly  right  and  abfolutely  faultlefs.  It  is  felf-evident,  thai 
without  this,  there  cannot  be  a  fupreme  love  to  God,  in 
which  true  religion  properly  confifts  ;  no  man  can  lovt 
that  which  doth  not  appear  to  be  lovely.  But  I  ftirthei 
add,  that  this  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  the  very  beginning 
of  the  change,  or  the  foundation  on  which  it  is  built,    I* 

*  Rom.  viii'.  7. 
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is  neceflary,  in  order  to  any  genuine,  falutary  convi&ions 
of  fin-  What  is  it  elfe  but  a  difcovery  of  the  fpotlefs  ho- 
linefs, the  perfeft  excellence,  and  infinite  amiablenefs  of 
die  divine  nature,  that  humbles  a  firmer  under  a  fenfe  of 
his  breaches  of  the  divine  law  ?  Without  this,  there  may 
tie  a  fenfe  of  weaknefs  and  fubjedtion,  but  never  a  fenfe 
of  duty  and  obligation.  Without  this  there  may  be  a  fear 
of  wrath,  but  there  cannot  be  a  hatred  of  fin. 

This  feems  direttly  to  lead  to  the  next  great  ftep  in  a 
faving  change,  viz.  a  conviction  of  fin  and  mifery.  Bur 
before  we  proceed  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  convi&ion, 
it  will  not  be  improper  to  take  notice  of  a  few  truths 
which  refult  from  what  hath  been  already  laid.  This  is 
the  more  neceflary,  that  erroneous  or  defettive  views  of 
religion  are  commonly  occafioned  by  fome  miftake  in  the 
foundation. 

1.  The  neceflity  of  regeneration  itfelf  appears  with  pe- 
culiar force,  from  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  part  of  the 
fabjeft.  There  muft  be  a  real  inward  change  of  heart, 
before  there  can  be  any  true  religion.  If  the  moral  excel- 
lence of  the  divine  nature  muft  be  difcovered,  if  God 
mod  be  feen  as  glorious  in  his  holinefs,  the  heart  an<J 
temper  muft  be  changed  as  well  as  the  life.  Nothing  is 
wore  plain  from  the  holy  fcriptures,  than  that  "  the  natu- 
u  ral  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of  God ;" 
and  it  is  equally  plain  from  experience  and  the  nature  of 
the  thing.  While  men  continue  in  the  love  of  fin,  it  is 
impoflible  that  they  fliould  fee  the  beauty  of  infinite  holi- 
nefs. So  long  as  they  love  fin,  they  muft  hate  holinefs, 
which  is  its  oppofite,  and  not  lefs  contrary  to  it  than  light 
is  to  darknefs.  Therefore,  all  reftraint  upon  our  outward 
converfation,  all  zeal  and  diligence  in  expenfive  rite&and 
ceremonies  ;  all  duties  of  whatever  kind  that  arife  from 
fear,  or  other  external  motives,  are  of  no  confequence, 
till  the  temper  and  inclination  of  the  heart  is  entirely  re- 
newed. 

a.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  we  may  plainly  per- 
ceive, that  regeneration  from  firft  to  Jaft  muft  be  afcribed 
to  the  agency  of  the  Holy  Ghoft.  It  muft  be  the  effedt  of 
divine  grace,  and  the  work  of  fovereign  power.     Let  not 
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any  creature  be  unwilling  to  {land  indebted  for  his  ne« 
creation  to  the  Author  of  his  firft  being  ;  u  for  of  him,  anc 
%fc  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things."*  While 
man  is  in  his  natural  (late,  he  is  an  enemy  to  God  in  hh 
mind  by  wicked  works.  The  difcoveries  that  are  made 
to  him  of  the  real  nature  of  God  in  his  works  and  in  his 
word,  while  he  continues  in  this  difpofition,  are  not  araia 
ble  but  hateful.  Nay,  he  is  fo  far  from  loving  him  as  hi} 
father,  that  he  fears  him  as  his  enemy.  This  fear  will 
difcover  itfelf  one  of  thefe  two  ways.  Sometimes  it  will 
make  the  fmner  fly  from  God,  cail  inftru&ion  behind  his 
back,  and  increafe  unto  more  ungodlinefs,  till  natunl 
confidence  is  feared  and  infenfible.  How  many  there  ire 
of  this  kind,  whom  one  crime  only  precipitates  into  ano- 
ther, experience  is  a  melancholy  proof.  It  is  worth  while 
at  the  fame  time  to  obferve  what  intimations  are  given  v& 
in  fcripture,  that  this  is  the  firft  and  natural  effedt  of  fin 
upon  all,  to  drive  them  at  a  further  diftance  from  God. 
Two  in  (lances  of  this  have  been  given  above.  Our  firfl 
parents  no  fooner  finned,  than  they  fled  and  hid  them- 
(elves  when  they  heard  God's  voice  in  the  garden,  as  im- 
patient of  his  approach.  A  fimilar  reflection  we  fee  in 
the  apoftle  Peter,  on  being  witnefs  to  an  extraordinary 
effeft  of  his  Saviour's  divine  power :  tk  And  when  Simon 
"  Peter  faw  it,  he  fell  down  at  Jefus'  knees,  faying,  Dc- 
"  part  from  me,  for  I  am  a  finful  man,  O  Lord."f  Set 
another  inllance  of  the  fame  kind.  "  And  the  whole 
11  multitude  of  the  country  of  the  Gadarenes  round  about 
41  befought  him  to  depart  from  them,  for  they  were  taker 
44  with  great  fear.1'^ 

Another  common  effeft  of  this  natural  fear,  in  fom< 
refpefts  contrary  to  the  former,  is  to  difpofe  men  to  per 
form  fome  conftrained  and  hypocritical  fervices,  in  orde 
to  avoid  punifhment.  This  is  defcribed  in  the  temper  am 
conduct  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  as  reprefented  by  tb 
Pfalmifi  ;  "  When  he  flew  them,  :hen  they  fought  him 
44  they  returned,  and  enquired  early  after  God.  Aw 
14  they  remembered  that  God  was  their  rock,  and  the  higl 

•  Rom.  xi.  36.        f  Luke  v.  S.         \  Luke  via.  37, 
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•  God  their  redeemer.     Neverthelefs  they  did  flatter  him 

*  with  their  mouth,  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues; 
"  for  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  neither  were  they 
"fledfaft  in  his  covenant."*  Hence  it  appears,  that  to  a 
difcovery  of  the  glory  and  excellence  that  is  in  God,  it  it 
oeceflary  that  we  be  in  fome  meafure  changed  into  the 
&me  image.  To  fay  that  this  is  the  effedt  of  our  own  at* 
cmpts  and  endeavors  in  the  way  of  duty,  without  the 
onftraining  power  of  divine  grace,  is,  when  thoroughly 
xamined,  a  manifeft  contradiction.  If  perfons  endeavor 
>  force  or  oblige  themfelves  to  love  any  one,  it  is  a  fure 
gn  that  he  is  very  unlovely  in  their  eyes.  Love  cannot 
:  forced,  or  rather  to  fpeak  more  properly,  forced  love  is 
ot  love  at  all.  In  a  word,  it  is  our  indifpenfable  duty  to 
tend  to  every  dictate  of  confeience,  and  to  follow  it  fo 
r  as  it  goes ;  but  I  cannot  help  thinking,  that  for  a  fin- 
er truly  and  fincerely  to  defire  a  change  of  nature,  would 
e  an  evidence  of  a  change  begun.  Therefore,  till  a  fin- 
er get  a  fupernatural  illumination,  he  can  never  fee  the 
lory  and  beauty  of  the  divine  character.  Before  this,  he 
aay  feek  to  propitiate  God's  favor,  he  may  wilh  to  avoid 
lis  wrath  ;  he  may  defire  a  change  in  God  for  his  own 
kfety,  but  he  cannot  be  fatisfied  with  him  as  he  really  is. 
It  muft  be  the  fame  almighty  power,  which  brought  the 
world  out  of  nothing  into  being,  that  muft  bring  back  the 
linner  from  his  rebellion  and  apoflacy,  according  to  that 
promife,  evidently  applicable  to  the  Saviour ;  "  Thy  peo- 
H  pie  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power,  in  the  beau* 
K  ties  of  holinefs."t  Neither  is  the  fame  thing  lefs  clear, 
ly  aiTerted  in  the  New  Teftament ;  "  For  it  is  God  which 
ll  worketh  in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  plea* 
k  fure."  J 

3.  Hence  we  may  fee  wherein  lies  the  fundamental  ef- 
feutial  difference  between  common  or  imperfeCt  convicti- 
ons, and  the  effectual  fanClifying  and  faving  influences  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft.  The  firil  arifc  from  a  view  of  the  natu- 
ral perfections  of  God,  from  a  belief  of  his  power  and  fe- 
verity,  without  any  difcovery  of  his  righteoufnefs  and 

•  Ff.  Ixxviii.  34.  35,  36,  37.     t  J»f.  ex.  S.     \  Phil.  ii.  13. 
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glory.     Therefore,  however  great  a  length  they  may  pro- 
ceed, however  different  or  oppofite  their  efie&g  may  be, 
they  never  produce  any  real  change  in  the  heart.     It  if 
of  great  confequence  to  attend  to  this  important  diftinc- 
tion ;  for  though  imperfett  convictions  fometimes  are  en- 
tirely effaced,  and  are  followed  by  no  lading  effedt  at  all, 
yet  it  is  often  otherwife*     They  frequently  produce  a 
counterfeit  religion,  which  not  only  continues  for  a  time, 
but  is  carried  down  by  fome  to  the  grave  as  a  lie  in  their 
right-hand.     So  fqbtle  are  the  deceits  of  fatan,  that  there 
are  many  hollow  forms  of  religion,  not  only  upon  a  legal, 
t^ut  an  evangelical  bottom.     I   fhall  give  the  readers 
{ketch  of  the  principles  and  outlines  of  both. 

There  are  fome  legal  hypocrites.  Awakened  to  a  fenft 
of  their  danger  merely  from  the  irrefiftible  power  of  God, 
they  fall  to  the  exercife  of  repentance,  and  hope  that  by 
fo  doing  they  may  live.  Hence  the  whole  fyftem  of  bodi- 
ly penance  and  mortification.  Hence  alfo  fo  flrong  an  at- 
tachment, in  fome  worldly  perfons,  to  the  external  forms 
of  religion,  and  veneration  for  the  places  of  divine  wor- 
ship. Being  now  fomewhat  more  regular  and  decent  in 
their  ordinary  carriage  than  before,  they  entertain  a  fond 
hope  that  all  (hall  be  well.  In  the  mean  time,  they  art 
fo  far  from  being  reflored  to  the  image  of  God,  or  being 
governed  by  his  love,  that  all  this  is  a  burden  to  them; 
and  indeed  it  is  becaufe  it  is  a  burden,  that  they  are  fo 
prone  to  think  it  meritorious.  Confcience  checks  them, 
and  they  dare  not  run  to  the  fame  excefs  with  others,  or 
even  repeat  what  they  themfelves  did  formerly;  and  by 
this  comparifon,  cannot  help  thinking  they  are  in  a  hope-" 
ful  Way.  But  did  fuch  perfons  refleft  a  little  on  the  na- 
ture of  God,  they  would  fee  their  error.  They  would 
learn,  that  they  are  fo  for  from  being  renewed  in  the  fpirit 
of  their  minds,  that  whatever  lengths  they  go,  they  arc 
dragged  or  driven  againft  their  will ;  and  whenever  they 
can  find  a  plaufible  excufe,  they  are  ready  to  withdraw 
their  neck  from  the  yoke.  A  juft  view  of  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  obligation  upon  every  rational  creature  to  love 
and  imitate  him,  would  effe&ually  cure  them  of  all  felf- 
righteoufhefs  and  felf-dependance ;   would  lead  them  to 
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imfclf  and  the  grace  treafured  up  in  his  Son,  to  "  work 
in  them  the  whole  good  pleafure  of  his  goodnefs,  and  the 
•  work  of  faith  with  power, " 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  evangelical  hypocrites, 
rhefe  begin  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  their  views 
are  the  fame  radical  dcfedt  with  the  former.  They  are 
wakened  to  a  fenfe  of  danger,  and  fometimes  made  to 
remble  through  fear  of  divine  judgments,  but  without  any 
lifcovery  of  the  glory  and  amiablenefs  of  the  divine  na- 
me. If  fuch  perfons  happen  to  live  in  a  family  or  con- 
rcgation,  where  they  hear  much  of  the  do6trir\p  of  re* 
rmption,  it  may  have  its  place  in  their  fcheme.  They 
ay  be  fo  convinced  of  their  own  manifold  tranfgreifions, 
to  be  fatisfied  to  throw  their  guilt  upon  the  furety,  and 
\y  on  the  fufierings  and  death  of  Chrift,  for  deliverance 
>m  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God.  Nay,  I  have  not  the 
ift  doubt  that  fome  may,  by  a  confident  prefumption, 
litate  the  faith  of  God's  elefit,  and  believe  that  Chrift 
sd  for  themfelves  in  particular.  So  long  as  this  per- 
afion  can  maintain  its  ground,  it  may,  and  mult  give 
em  great  joy  and  fatisfeftion.  Who  would  not  find 
mfolation  in  thinking  themfelves  in  fafety  from  divine 
rath  ?  Yet  all  this  while  they  never  fee  the  evil  of  fin  in 
elf,  as  an  oppofition  to  the  nature,  and  a  breach  of  the 
w  of  God.  TheyVe  never  brought  to  love  an  infinite- 
holy  God  in  fincerity  of  heart.  They  may  love  him, 
scaufe  they  fuppofe  themfelves  the  peculiar  obje&s  of  his 
ve,  with  fome  obfeure,  confufed,  fenfual  idea  of  the  de- 
jhts  of  heaven ;  but  they  know  not  or  confider  not,  the 
iture  of  that  falvation  he  hath  provided  for  his  chofen. 

All  fuch  love,  it  is  plain,  arifeth  from  a  falfe  confidence 
i  their  own  (late,  and  not  from  a  true  knowledge  of  God. 
heir  notions  of  God's  love  to  them  contain  more  of  a 
irtial  indulgence  to  them  as  they  are,  than  of  his  infinite 
)mpaflion  in  forgiving  what  they  have  been.  The  ef- 
fts  of  fuch  religion  are  juft  what  might  be  expe&ed  from 
s  nature,  violent  and  paffionate  for  a  feafon,  and  com- 
KHily  oftentatious,  but  temporary  and  changeable.  Self- 
nre  lies  at  the  root,  and  therefore,  while  they  are  pleafed 
nd  gratified,  they  will  continue  their  pofeffion  of  attach- 
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fflent ;  but  when  felf-denial  or  bearing  the  crofs  is  requir 
ed,  they  rejeft  the  terms,  they  lofe  their  tranfporting  views 
and  return  to  their  fins. 

There  are  many  examples  of  this,  not  only  in  fcripture, 
but  in  the  hiftory  of  the  church  in  every  age.  Many  d 
thofe  difciples  who  feemed  gladly  to  embrace  the  doctrine, 
and  highly  to  honor  the  perfon  of  Chrift,  when  they  heard 
fome  of  the  mod  mortifying  precepts,  "  went  back  and 
u  walked  no  more  with  him.'**  The  character  is  little 
different,  which  we  find  defcribed  under  the  image  of  the 
(tony  ground  hearers,  who  u  having  not  root  in  tbem- 
44  felves,  when  perfecution  or  tribulation  arofe  becaufe  of 
44  the  word,  by  and  by  were  offended*"  I  hope  this,  with 
the  explication  above  given  of  its  caufe,  may  be  of  ufeto 
account  for  fome  appearances  in  a  time  of  the  revival  of 
religion.  Pcrfons  who  feem  to  have  the  fame  exercifes 
with  real  converts,  yet  afterwards  fall  away,  and  "  return 
with  the  dog  to  his  vomit  again,  and  with  the  fow  that 
was  wafhed,  to  her  wallowing  in  the  mire."  This  gives 
occafion  to  adverfaries  to  fpeak  reproachfully,  and  is  great. 
ly  diftrefling  to  thofe  who  truly  fear  God.  But  would 
men  carefully  attend  to  what  the  holy  fcriptures  teach  us 
to  expert,  their  furprife  in  all  fuch  cafes  would  ceafe. 
44  For  it  mud  needs  be  that  offences  muft  comef ."  And 
though  there  are  many  counterfeits,  there  will  ftill  be  fuf- 
fccient  means  to  diftinguifli  the  gold  from  the  drofs. 

SECT.     III. 

There  must  be  a  ccnvillion  of  sin  and  danger. 

THE  next  great  ftep  in  a  faving  change,  is  a  deep 
humiliation  of  mind,  and  convidtion  of  fin  and  dan- 
ger. The  abfolute  neceffity  of  this  is  very  evident,  and 
indeed  generally  confeffed.  It  is  equally  evident,  whe- 
ther we  confider  the  nature  of  the  change  itfelf,  the  means 
of  its  produ&ion,  or  the  motives  to  all  future  duty.  If  ar 
entire  change  is  neceflary,  there  muft  be  an  entire  anc 

*  John  vi.  60.  {  Matt,  xviii.  7. 
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orough  difiatisfa&ion  with,  and  difapprobation  of,  our 
&  character  and  ftate.  Whoever  is  pleafed  with  his 
refeftt  chara&er,  will  neither  defire,  endeavor,  nor  even 
sept  of  a  change.  If  we  confider  the  means  of  our  re- 
>viery,  by  Jefus  Chrift  fuffering  in  the  room  of  finners, 
e  fame  thing  will  appear  with  increafing  evidence. 
Me  who  are  not  humbled  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  cor- 
iption,  will  treat  with  great  contempt  a  purchafed  par- 
>n  and  a  crucified  Savior.  This  our  Lord  himfelf  often 
Us  us  in  the  plaineft  terms.  u  They  that  are  whole 
need  not  a  phyfician,  but  they  that  are  fick.  I  came 
not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  repentance."* 
o  thefe  indeed  his  invitation  and  call  is  particularly  ad- 
effed  ;  "  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.^f 
To  the  fame  purpofe,  we  fliall  find  many  other  pafla- 
s,  both  of  the  prophetic  and  apoflolic  writings.  The 
ad  tidings  of  falvation  are  always  directed  to  the  hum- 
e,  miferable,  broken-hearted,  thirfty,  perifhing  fouL 
bus  in  the  prophet  Ifaiah,  u  Ho,  every  one  that  thirtieth, 
come  ye  to  the  waters ;  and  he  that  hath  no  money, 
come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  yea,  come  buy  wine  and  milk, 
without  money  and  without  price."  J  When  Chrift 
itered  on  his  perfonal  miniftry,  he  opened  his  com- 
fiffion  in  the  following  terms.  u  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord 
is  upon  me,  becaufe  he  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  the 
gofpel  to  the  poor :  he  hath  fent  me  to  heal  the  broken- 
hearted, to  preach  deliverance  to  the  captives,  and  re- 
covering of  fight  to  the  blind ;  to  fet  at  liberty  them  that 
arebruifed,  to  preach  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord."|| 
fliall  only  mention  one  other  paffage  :  u  And  I  will  give 
to  him  that  is  athirft  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life 
freely."1,! 

From  thefe  paflages,  and  many  others  in  the  fame  ftrain, 
:  is  evident  beyond  contradiftion,  that  there  mult  be  a 
eep  humiliation  of  mind,  and  fenfe  of  guilt  and  wretch- 
dnefs,  before  a  finner  can  be  brought  unto  God.     This 

'Luke  v.  31,  32.     t  Matth.  xi.  29.     \  If.lv,  1.     ||  Luke  iv.  18. 
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indeed  hath  ordinarily  been  confidered  as  the  firft  flep  to*4 
wards  converfion.  In  order  to  treat  of  it  in  the  moft 
clear,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  mod  ufeful  manner,  I  ftall 
divide  it  into  two  branches,  and  firft,  confider  what  is  the 
true  and  genuine  fource  of  convidtion  or  forrow  for  fin; 
and  fecondly,  to  what  degree  it  mud  be,  in  order  to  a  i 
laving  change. 

Firft  then,  let  us  confider  what  is  the  true  and  genuine 
fource  of  convidtion  and  forrow  for  fin.  And  here  we 
may  obferve  in  general,  that  properly  fpeaking,  there  can 
be  but  two  fources  of  forrow  or  humiliation  of  mind  at  all, 
viz.  fear  of  fufFering,  and  fenfe  of  the  evil  and  defert  of 
fin.  Both  thefe  are  found  in  true  penitents ;  and  it  is 
their  union  and  mutual  influence  that  diftinguifhes  re- 
pentance unto  life  from  every  counterfeit.  Many  have 
trembled  through  fear  of  punifhment  from  God,  and  been 
difmayed  at  the  tokens  of  his  prefence,  who,  notwith- 
Handing,  lived  and  died  ftrangers  to  true  religion,  or  any 
faving  change.  We  fee  that  even  Judas  the  traitor  to  his 
Lord  repented,  confefled  his  fin,  nay,  did  what  he  could  w 
repair  the  wrong,  throwing  back  the  price  of  innocent 
blood ;  and  yet  hanged  himfelf  in  delpair.  The  fcrip- 
ture  only  further  fays,  he  went  into  his  own  place ;  but 
there  have  been  few,  if  any,  interpreters  of  fcripture,  who 
entertained  any  doubt  that  it  was  the  place  of  torment. 
We  every  day  fee  that  occafional  danger,  or  the  apprehen- 
fion  of  immediate  death,  throws  fome  into  fits  of  terror, 
extorts  from  them  confeflions  of  guilt,  or  promifes  of 
amendment ;  and  yet,  in  a  little  time  they  return  to  their 
former  practices,  and  fin  with  the  fame  fecurity,  and  per* 
haps  with  greater  avidity  than  before. 

What  is  the  eflential  defedt  of  fuch  feeming  penitents? 
It  is  that  they  have  no  juft  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf ; 
they  have  no  inward  cordial  approbation  of  the  holinefs  of 
God's  nature  and  law,  or  of  the  juftice  of  that  fentence  of 
condemnation  which  ftands  written  againft  every  tranf- 
greffor.  Here,  O  Chriftian,  is  the  cardinal  point  on  which 
true  repentance  turns,  and  the  reader  may  plainly  perceive 
the  reafon  and  neceflity  of  what  was  formerly  obferved, 
that  there  muft  be  a  difcovery  of  the  infinite  glory  and 
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ityiablenefs  of  the  divine  nature.  Without  this  there  may 
x  a  flavifh  terror,  but  no  true  humiliation.  It  is  only 
then  a  finner  fees  the  unfpeakable  majefty,  the  tranfcen- 
dent  glory,  and  infinite  amiablenefs  of  the  divine  nature, 
(hat  he  is  truly,  efFettually,  and  unfeignedly  humbled. 

Oh !  that  I  could  deliver  this  with  proper  force !  that 
Iconld  write  and  fpeak  under  an  experimental  fenfe  of 
ts  truth  !  The  finner  then  perceives  how  infinitely  wor- 
iy  his  Maker  is  of  the  highell  efteem,  die  moft  ardent 
>ve,  and  the  moll  unremitted  obedience.  He  -then  fees, 
lat  every  intelligent  creature,  from  the  moft  fhining  fe- 
tch in  the  heavenly  hod,  to  the  meanelt  and  moil  def- 
ied mortal  worm,  is  under  an  infinite,  eternal,  unchange- 
lie  obligation  to  love  God  with  all  his  heart,  and  ftrength, 
id  mind.  On  this  account  he  is  convinced,  that  alie- 
ned affe&ion  and  mifplaced  allegiance  is  infinitely  finful. 
c  lees  this  obligation  to  be  founded  not  merely  nor 
liefly  on  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  but  on  the  in- 
infic  inherent  excellence  of  the  divine  nature.  There- 
re  he  is  perfuaded,  that  there  is  not  only  danger  in  rebel- 
ng  againft,  or  diflionoring  God,  but  a  great  and  manifeft 
nrong  and  injuttice  in  refufing  to  honor  him.  This  ftrikes 
im  with  a  fenfe  of  his  own  guilt,  and  the  guilt  of  all  thofe 
rho  live  '*  without  God  in  the  world." 

At  once  to  confirm  and  illuftrate  this  truth,  I  muft 
bake  two  obfervations,  which  will  be  found  univerfally  to 
u>Id,  on  the  chara&er  and  condutt  of  true  penitents, 
(ft.  That  they  obtain  a  new  fenfe  of  the  excellence  and 
Wigation  of  the  duties  of  divine  worftiip,  both  public  and 
irivate.  Before,  they  were  apt  to  confider  the  duties  of 
vorfhip  as  little  more  than  the  means  of  religion ;  that 
be  fear  of  an  invifible  Judge  might  be  a  bond  upon  the 
anfcience,  and  keep  men  from  fraud  and  difhonefty,  or 
rom  riot  and  fenfuality.  They  were  cold  and  formal 
herefore  in  their  own  attendance,  and  never  heard  any 
peak  of  joy  orfenfible  communion  with  God  in  hisfanc- 
uary,  but  they  were  ready  to  exprefs  their  deteftation  of 
t  as  hypocrify,  or  their  contempt  of  it  as  enthufiafm  and 
oily. 
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But  now  the  language  of  adoration  is  in  fome  nieafun 
underftood,  which  had  been  wholly  infipid  and  without 
meaning  before.  They  join  with  the  pfalmift  in  faying, 
44  Honor  and  majefty  are  before  him,  ftrength  and  beauty 
44  are  in  his  fan&uary.  Give  unto  the  Lord,  C)  ye  kindreds 
u  of  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and  ftrength. 
4<  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  his  name; 
bring  an  offering,  come  into  his  courts,  O  worfhip  the 
Lord  in  the1  beauty  of  holinefs ;  fear  before  him  all  the 
earth."*  See  alfo  thefe  elevated  ftrains  of  praife,  which, 
whether  they  are  meant  as  the  exercife  of  the  church  mi- 
litant on  earth,  or  the  church  triumphant  in  heaven,  are 
equally  proper  here.  u  And  the  four  beads  had  each  of 
44  them  fix  wings  about  him,  and  they  were  full  of  eyei  , 
within  ;  and  they  reft  not  day  and  night,  faying,  Holy, 
holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty,  which  was,  and  is,  and 
is  to  come.  And  when  thofe  beafts  give  glory,  and 
44  honor,  and  thanks  to  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  who 
44  liveth  for  ever  and  ever ;  the  four  and  twenty  elders 
"  fall  down  before  him  that  fat  on  the  throne,  and  worflrip 
44  him  that  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,  and  caft  their  crowns 
u  before  the  throne,  faying,  "  Thou  art  worthy,  O  Loni 
"  to  receive  glory,  and  honor,  and  power  ;  for  thou  haft 
44  created  all  things,  and  for  thy  pleafure  they  are,  and , 
were  created."!  And  to  the  fame  purpofe,  u  And  1 
beheld,  and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round 
44  about  the  throne,  and  the  bealts,  and  the  elders  :  and  the 
44  number  of  them  was  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand, 
u  and  thoufands  of  thoufands ;  faying  with  a  loud  voice, 
44  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and 
"  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory, 
44  and  blelling.  And  everycreature  which  is  in  heaven,  and 
44  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the 
44  fea,  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I,  faying,  Blefling,  and 
44  honor,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  futethup- 
44  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever."! 
Nay,  a  true  penitent  begins  to  fee  the  beauty  even  of  the 

*  Pfal.  xcvi.  6,  7,  8,  9.  t  Rev.  iv.  3,  9,  !0,  1 1. 
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vine  fovereignty,  that  all  things  belong  to  God,  and 
lerefore  it  is  mod  fit  that  all  things  fhould  be  fubjeft  to 
im,  according  to  that  ftrong  and  beautiful  paflage :  "  And 
the  four  and  twenty  elders  which  fat  before  God  on 
their  feats,  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worfhipped  God, 
faying,  We  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  almighty, 
which  art,  and  waft,  and  art  to  come,  becaufe  thou  haft 
taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  haft  reigned."* 
The  other  obfervation  I  am  to  make  is,  that  a  true  pe- 
ijtent  always  acquires  the  deepeft  abhorrence  of  that 
rocious,  though  prevailing  fin,  of  profaning  the  name  of 
od  in  common  difcourfe.  There  are  many  perfons,  not 
berwife  the  moil  abandoned,  who  have  no  juft  fenfe  of 
5  heinoufnefs  of  this  fin  :  and  as  it  is  not  direttly  level- 
i  againft  the  temporal  intereft  of  our  neighbors,  it  is 
-  from  being  generally  fo  fcandalous  and  difhonorablc 
it  ought  to  be.  Such  religion  or  virtue  as  is  founded 
i  worldly  principles  and  views,  may  eafily  confift  with 
;  continuance ;  but  he  who  is  convinced  of  the  evil  of 
1  fin,  as  rebellion  againft,  and  difobedience  to  God,  will 
e  the  horrible  guilt  and  impiety  that  attends  this  abomi- 
able  praftice.  That  religion  which  is  the  work  of  God's 
ily  Spirit,  and  confilts  in  the  recovery  of  his  loll  image, 
ill  never  be  able  to  bear  fo  direft  a  violation  of  his  facreel 
ahority,  fo  unprovoked  an  infult  upon  his  honor  and 

ory. 

A  fear  of  punifliment  then  we  have  feen,  without  a  fenfe 
"the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf,  is  not  fufficient.  Let  me  now 
Id,  that  this  xlifcovery  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf,  muft  in- 
■eafe  our  fear  of  punifliment,  by  (hewing  it  to  be  juft. 
.  fear  of  punifliment  while  alone,  always  tempts  the  fin- 
it  to  fearch  about  on  all  hands  for  arguments  againft  that 
iffering,  the  juftice  of  which  he  cannot  perceive.  Hence 
lGdelity  of  heart  and  i'ecret  fuggeftions,  that  furely  it  can- 
ot  be  that  God  will  punifli  as  he  hath  faid.  Hence  blaf- 
hemous  impatience.  Hence  rifing  thoughts  and  rebellion 
gainft  God,  even  while  under  his  rod ;  fuch  as  are  defen- 
ded by  the  prophet  Hofea :  "  And  they  have  not  cried 

*  Rev.  xi.  16,  17. 
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"  onto  me  with  their  heart  when  they  howled  upon  1 
"  beds."*  Nay,  hence  lometimes  the  bittereft  prd 
infidels  among  thofe  who  have  been  brought  up  ir 
knowledge  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  while  they  have 
ver  feen  their  beauty,  or  felt  their  ffcwer. 

But  fo  foon  as  there  is  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of 
and  the  univerfal  and  perfect  obedience  due  from  1 
him,  this  throws  a  new  light  on  the  tokens  of  a  divine 
pleafure  againft  fin,  in  the  works  of  creation  and  pi 
dence.  This  carries  home,  with  irreGftible  force,  aD 
threatenings  of  the  wrath  of  God  againft  fmners  in 
word.  Their  juftice  is  then  deeply  and  inwardly 
and  the  finner  begins  to  wonder  at  the  patience  of  a  1 
fuffering  God,  that  has  not  long  ere  now  made  him  a 
nument  of  vengeance. 

The  fame  view  it  is  that  not  only  begins,  but  carrfc 
and  com  pleats  genuine  conviftions  of  fin,  that  filencc 
obje&ions,  and  refutes  the  reafonings  of  the  carnal  u 
Every  fincere  convert  will  have,  in  a  greater  or  leflei 
gree,  the  evidence  in  himfelf,  that  his  change  is  of  i 
reign  grace.  He  will  probably  be  able  to  recolleft  in 
many  inftances  his  mind  fet  itfelf  to  oppofe,  and  w 
pains  as  it  were  to  collect  and  mufter  up  every  objd 
againft  the  obligation  and  fan&ion  of  the  law  of  God. 
objections  are  raifed,  fir  ft,  againft  the  neceffity  or  be 
of  obedience,  and  then  againft  fuffering  for  obediena 
all  are  borne  down  by  the  fame  almighty  power  v 
fpake  and  it  was  done,  and  which  can  "  lead  captivity 
"  tive."  I  cannot  propofe  to  enumerate  all  the  ob 
ons,  or  rather,  all  the  forms  in*which  objections  may 
in  the  finner's  mind,  when  ftruggling  againft  convifl 
but  I  fhall  mention  a  few  of  them,  and  {how  what  it  is 
mull  put  them  to  filence. 

i.  Perhaps  the  finner  will  fay,  alas !  why  fhoul 
law  be  fo  extremely  rigorous,  as  to  infift  upon  abfolutt 
finlefs  obedience  ?  Hard  indeed,  that  it  will  admit  n 
any  tranfgreffion%  any  omiflion,  the  lead  flip,  or  feilir 
frailty,  but  pronounceth  fo  fevere  a  fentence,  "  Curl 

*  Hofea  vii.  14. 
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every  one  that  continued!  not  in  all  things  which  are 
written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them/**  But  con- 
kr,  I  pray  you,  what  is  the  law,  and  who  is  the  author 
ftbe  law.  The  fum  of  all  the  commandments  of  the  law 
, "  To  love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  with  all 
your  foul,  with  all  your  mind,  and  with  all  your  ftrength." 
this  unreafonablc  ?  or,  is  it  too  much  ?  Is  he  not  in- 
utely  amiable,  and  abfolutely  perfeft  ?  Is  he  not  the 
ft  and  legitimate  objeft  of  fupreme  love  ?  Is  not  every 
sfe&oflove  to  God  eflentially  finful?  and  can  it  be 
herwife  confidered  ?  He  is  a  God  of  trutji,  who  will  not, 
id  who  cannot  lie.  He  muft  therefore  affert  his  own 
ajefty  and  right,  and  fay,  as  in  the  prophet, "  Is  there  a 
God  befides  me  ?  yea,  there  is  no  God ;  I  know  not 
lay  ."f  A  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God  at  once  filen- 
5  this  objection,  and  fliows  that  he  afks  but  his  due ;  and 
he  is  the  unchangeable  God,  any  abatement  in  the  de- 
inds  of  the  law,  not  only  would  be  unreafonable,  but  is 
truth  impoffible. 

2.  Again  the  finner  will  perhaps  fay,  "  But  why  fhould 
the  fentence  be  fo  fevere  ?  The  law  may  be  right  in  it- 
fetf,  but  it  is  hard,  or  even  impoffible  for  me.  I  have 
no  ftrength  :  I  cannot  love  the  Lord  with  all  my  heart. 
I  am  altogether  inefficient  for  that  which  is  good."  Oh 
it  you  would  but  confider  what  fort  of  inability  you  are 
der  to  keep  the  commandments  of  God !  Is  it  natural, 
is  it  moral  ?  Is  it  really  want  of  ability,  or  is  it  only 
intof  will  ?  Is  it  any  thing  more  than  the  depravity  and 
rruption  of  your  hearts,  which  is  itfelf  criminal,  and 
:  fource  of  all  a&ual  tranfgreffions  ?  Have  you  not  na- 
ral  faculties,  and  underftanding,  will,  and  affections,  a 
xiderful  frame  of  body,  and  a  variety  of  members  ? 
Tiat  is  it  that  hinders  them  all  from  being  confecrated  to 
od  ?  Are  they  not  as  proper  in  every  refpedt  for  his  fer- 
ce,  as  for  any  bafer  purpofe  ?  When  you  are  command- 
I  to  love  God  with  all  your  heart,  this  furely  is  not  de- 
eding more  than  you  can  pay :  for  if  you  give  it  not  to 
m,  you  will  give  it  to  fomething  elfe,  that  is  far  from  be- 
ig  fo  deferving  of  it. 

*  Gal.  iii.  10.        t  If.  xlir.  8. 


1 1 6  A  Practical  Treatise 

The  law  then  is  not  impoffible,  in  a  drift  and  proper 
fenfe,  even  to  you.  Let  me  next  afk  you,  Is  it  unreafon- 
able  ?  Does  he  afk  any  more  than  all  your  hearts  ?  and* 
are  they  not  his  own  ?  Has  he  not  made  them  for  himfelf  ? 
If  not,  let  any  rival  rife  up  and  plead  his  title  to  a  fhare  ? 
Does  he  afk  any  more  than  that  you  fhould  love  him  fu- 
premely  ?  and  is  he  not  every  way  worthy  of  your  love? 
If  he  commanded  you  to  love  what  was  not  amiable,, 
there  would  be  reafon  for  complaint.  By  tracing  the 
matter  thus  to  its  fource,  we  fee  the  righteoufnefs  and  equi- 
ty of  the  divine  procedure,  and  that  the  law  of  God  iseter- 
nal  and  immutable,  as  his  own  nature.  Wherefore,  u  let 
4i  God  be  true,  and  every  man  a  liar."  All  the  attempts 
to  impeach  his  conduft  as  fevere,  only  tend  to  (how 
the  obliquity  and  perverfenefs  of  the  depraved  creature, 
and  not  to  diminifh  the  excellence  of  the  all-glorious 
Creator. 

While  men  continue  flaves  to  fin,  it  is  abfurd  to  fup- 
pofe  they  fhould  acquiefce  in  their  Maker's  authority: 
but  fo  foon  as  any  perfon  difcovers  the  infinite  amiable- 
nefs  of  God,  and  his  obligation  to  love  and  ferve  him, 
his  mouth  will  be  immediately  (topped,  himfelf  and  every 
other  (inner  brought  in  inexcufeably  guilty.  He  will  fee 
that  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  his  compliance  with  every 
part  of  his  duty,  but  that  inward  averfion  to  God,  which  is 
the  very  effence  of  fin.  It  is  of  no  confcquence  what 
your  natural  powers  are,  whether  thofe  of  an  angel  or  a 
man,  a  philofopher  or  a  clown,  if  foul  and  body,  andfuch 
powers  as  you  have,  are  but  wholly  devoted  to  God.  Do 
you  fay  this  is  impoffible  ?  where  then  lies  the  impoflibi- 
lity  of  it,  but  in  your  depraved  inclinations  ? 

But  we  have  not  yet  done  with  the  objedlions ;  the 
nioft  formidable  of  all  is  behind.  Perhaps  the  fmner  will 
fay,  How  unfortunate  foever  this  inclination  may  be,  I 
brought  it  into  the  world  with  me.  I  derived  it  from  my 
parents  ;  it  is  my  very  nature  ;  I  am  not  able  to  refift  it. 
This  brings  in  view  a  fubjeft  far  more  extenfive  than  to 
admit  of  being  fully  handled  here.  We  may  alfo  eafity 
allow,  that  there  is  fomething  in  it  beyond  the  reach  of 
cur  limited  capacity :  but  whatever  be  the  nature  and  et 
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feds,  or  manner  of  communicating  original  fin ;  what- 
ever be  the  ufe  made  of  it,  in  accounting  for  events  as  a 
jmeral  caufe ;  if  any  voluntary  agent  hath  nothing  to  of. 
cr  in  oppofition  to  the  ftrongeft  obligation,  but  that  he 
nJs  himlelf  utterly  unwilling  to  obey,  it  feems  to  be  an 
xcufe  of  a  very  extraordinary  kind.     We  are  fure  that 

0  fuch  excufe  would  be  accepted  by  an  earthly  law- 
iver ;  nor  have  we  the  leaft  reafon  to  think  any  more  re- 
ard  will  be  paid  to  it  by  him  u  who  judgeth  righteoufly." 

In  this,  as  in  mod  other  things,  there  is  a  wide  differ- 
nce  between  the  fentiments  of  a  hardened  and  a  convin- 
td  iinner.  The  firft,  who  hath  no  jult  view  of  the  guilt 
f  his  a£tual  tranfgreffions,  is  always  prone  to  extenuate 
lem,  by  introducing  original  fin  as  an  excufe  for  his  con- 
ucl :  but  a  finner,  truly  convinced  of  the  evil  of  his  felt 
nd  experienced  enmity  againft  God,  makes  ufe  of  his 
arly  and  original  depravity  for  his  further  humiliation. 
This  the  Pfalmift  David,  when  under  the  exercife  of 
enitence  for  the  complicated  crimes  of  adultery  and  mur- 
er,  exprefles  himfelf  as  follows :  "  Behold,  I  was  fhapen 
;  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me,"* 
n  whatever  way  it  was  firft  introduced,  it  is  certain  that 
11  averfion  and  oppofition  to  God  mull  be  evil  in  itfelf, 
nd  the  fource  of  mifery  to  him  in  whom  it  dwells ;  for 
11  that  u  are  afar  off  from  him"  fhall  certainly  perifh ; 
nd  all  that  continue  unlike  to  him  muft  depart  from  him. 
Vithout  perplexing  ourfelves  with  debates  about  the  pro- 
•riety  or  meaning  of  the  imputation  of  Adam's  firft  fin, 
lis  we  may  be  fenfible  of,  that  the  guilt  of  all  inherent 
orruption  muft  be  perfonal,  becaufe  it  is  voluntary  and 
onfented  to.  Of  both  thefe  things,  a  difcovery  of  the 
lory  of  God  will  powerfully  convince  the  finner.  When 
e  feeth  the  infinite  beauty  of  holinefs,  and  the  amiable- 
lefs  of  the  divine  nature,  he  cannot  forbear  crying  out  of 
imfelf,  "  Woe  is  me,  for  I  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a 
;  man  of  unclean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  midft  of  a  peo- 

1  pie  of  unclean  lips ;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King, 
*  the  Lord  of  Hofts/'f     As  the  impurity  of  his  heart,  fo 

*  Pf.  ii.  5.  t  lfa.  vi.  5, 
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the  irregularities  of  his  life,  will  ftare  him  in  the  face : 
they  never  appear  fo  hateful,  as  when  brought  into  com* 
parifon  with  the  divine  holinefs ;  and  if  he  "  effay  to  joftU 
"  fy  himfelf,  his  own  mouth  will  condemn  him"  as  guilty 
from  choice. 

Once  more,  the  fame  view  will  effectually  confute,  and 
ihew  the  vanity  of,  thofe  pretenfions  which  are  derived 
from  our  own  imperfett  and  defe&ive  obedience.     When 
eonvi&ion  firft  lays  hold  of  a  finner,  however  vain  the  at- 
tempt, he  has  (till  a  ftrong  inclination  that  righteoufneft 
"  fhould  come  by  the  law."     This  is  not  wonderful ;  far 
in  no  other  way  can  he  himfelf  have  any  title  to  glory, 
and  a  thorough  renunciation  of  all  felf-intereft,  is  too 
great  a  facrifice  to  be  made  at  once.     Hence  he  is  ready 
to  look  with  fome  meafure  of  fatisfa&ion  on  thofe  who  have 
been  greater  finners  than  himfelf,  and  fecretly  to  found 
his  expectation  of  pardon  for  thofe  fins  he  hath  commit- 
ted, on  the  fuperior  heinoufnefs  of  thofe  from  which  he 
hath  abflained.     Hence  alfo  he  is  ready  to  hope  he  nay 
make  fufficient  atonement  for  his   pad  fins  by  future 
amendment :  but  a  difcovery  of  the  holinefs  of  God,  and 
the  obligation  to  love  him   u  with  all  the  heart,  and  foul, 
u  and  ftrength,  and  mind,"  foon  deftroys  this  fond  imagi- 
nation.    It  fhews  him  that  he  can  at  no  time  do  more  than 
his  duty ;  that  he  never  can  have  any  abounding  or  foli- 
citing  merit :  nay,  that  a  whole  eternity,  fo  to  fpeak,  of 
perfeft  obedience,  would  do  juft  nothing  at  all  towards 
expiating  the  guilt  of  the  lead  fin.     But  befides  all  this, 
the  fame  thing  fhews  him,  that  his  bed  duties  are  fiained 
with  fuch  fins  and  imperfections,  that  he  is  ftill  but  ad- 
ding to  the  charge,  inftead  of  taking  from  the  old  fcore; 
for  "  we  are  all  as  an  unclean  thing,  and  all  our  righte- 
u  oufneffes  are  but  as  filthy  rags ;  and  we  all  do  fade  as  a 
"  leaf,  and  our  iniquities,  like  the  wind,  have  carried  us 
"  away."*     Thus,  one  after  another,  he  is  ttript  of  every 
plea,  however  eagerly  he  may  cleave  to  them,  and  fup» 
port  or  bolftcr  up  one,  by  the  addition  of  another.     He 
fees  not  only  his  danger,  but  his  guilt ;  not  only  the  fear- 

*  Ifaiah  lxiv,  6. 
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felnefs  of  his  (late,  but  the  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  of 
I  bit  judge.  He  lies  down  proftrate  at  the  footftool  of  the 
\  Almighty,  and  makes  unmerited  mercy  and  fovereign 
\   grace  the  only  foundation  of  his  hope. 


SECT.    IV. 

Of  the  degree  of  sorrow  for  sin  in  true  penitents. 

HAVING  thus  confidered  the  proper  fource  of  genu- 
ine conviction  and  forrow  for  fin,  it  was  propofed 
next  to  enquire,  to  what  degree  it  mud  be,  in  order  to  a 
laving  change.     The  truth  is,  were  not  this  a  queftion 
often  propofed,  and  the  refolution  of  it  defired  by  ferioua 
peribns,  the  weakeft  of  whom  deferve  all  attention  and  re- 
gard from  every  minifter  of  Chrift,  I  fhould  have  left  it 
altogether  untouched.     The  reafon  of  this  obfervation  is, 
that  I  am  perfuaded,  and  take  the  prefent  opportunity  of 
affirming  it,  that  the  chief  diftinCtion  between  convictions 
genuine  or  falutary,  and  fuch  as  are  only  tranfitory  and 
fhutlefs,  does  not  lie  in  their  ftrength  and  violence,  fo 
much  as  their  principle  and  fource,  which  has  been  for- 
merly explained. 

There  is  often  as  great,  or,  perhaps,  it  may  be  fafely 
laid  there  is  often  a  greater  degree  of  terror  in  perfons 
brought  under  occafional  convictions,  which  are  after- 
wards fruitlefs,  than  in  others,  in  whom  they  are  the  in- 
troduction to  a  faving  change.  It  is  probable  that  the  hor- 
ror of  mind  which  poffefTed  Cain  after  his  brother's  mur- 
der, was  of  the  mod  terrible  kind.  It  is  probable  that  the 
humiliation  of  Ahab,  after  he  had  caufed  Naboth  to  be 
deftroyed  by  falfe  evidence,  and  was  threatened  with  a 
dreadful  vifitation,  was  exceeding  great.  It  is  probable 
that  the  mere  paffion  of  fear  in  either  of  thefe  criminals 
was  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  the  fear  of  any  true  penitent 
recorded  in  fcripture.  It  is  the  principle  that  diftinguifli- 
es  their  nature.  It  is  the  differing  principle  that  produces 
oppofite  effects.  The  one  is  alarmed  and  trembles  through 
fear  of  wrath  from  an  irrefiftible  and  incenfed  God ;  the 
other  is  truly  fcnfible  of  fin  in  all  its  malignity,  and  fears 
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the  fanction  of  a  righteous,  but  violated  law.  The  one 
feels  himfelf  a  miferable  creature  ;  the  other  confeffes  him- 
felf  a  guilty  finner.  The  one  is  terrified,  and  the  other  is 
humbled. 

It  is  fome  doubt  with  me,  whether  in  fruitlefs  convi&i. 
ons  there  is  any  fenfe  at  all  of  fin,  asfuch;  I  mean,  as 
truly  meriting  punifliment  from  a  juft  and  holy  God 
Such  perfons  ordinarily  are  difpleafed  at  the  holinefs  of 
God's  nature,  and  murmur  at  the  ftri&nefs  of  his  law; 
and  therefore,  however  much  they  may  dread  fufiering 
here  or  hereafter,  they  cannot  be  laid  to  be  convinced  of 
fin.  We  have  feen  fome  who,  when  afflidtions  brought 
their  fins  to  remembrance,  were  but  driven  on,  by  defpair, 
to  higher  degrees  of  guilt,  and,  the  more  they  feemed  to 
fear  the  approaching  judgment  of  God,  only  increafed 
in  the  impatience  of  blafpheming  rage. 

However,  as  there  is  a  great  meafure  of  deceit  in  the 
human  heart,  fome  may  be  ready  to  flatter  themfelves,  on 
the  one  hand,  that  they  have  fecn  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf ; 
and  fome,  on  the  other,  to  fear  that  they  have  not  feen  it 
as  they  ought,  becaufe  their  forrow  has  not  rifen  to  the 
requifite  degree.     Many  have  expreffed  uneafinefs  that 
they  never  mourned  for  fm  in  a  manner  correfponding 
to  the  ftrong  fcripture  declarations  of  its  odious  and  hate- 
ful nature,  or  to  the  following  defcription  of  gofpel  peni- 
tents :  u  And  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and 
"  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  the  fpirit  of  grace  and 
"  fupplication,  and  they  (hall  look  upon  me  whom  they  have 
u  pierced,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him  as  one  mournelh 
"  for  his  only  fon,  and  fhall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as 
"  one  that  is  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft  born."*     For  this 
reafon  I  (hall  make  an  obfervation  or  two  on  the  degree  of 
forrow  for  fin  in  true  penitents,  which  may  enable  us  to 
judge  in  every  queftion  of  the  fame  nature. 

1.  One  thing,  in  general,  mud  be  carefully  remember- 
ed, that  we  ought  not  to  lay  down  one  rule  for  all  perlbns. 
We  are  not  to  meafure  the  forrow  of  any  true  penitent, 
and  make  a  flandard  from  it  for  the  efietis  or  exprefiions 

*  Zech.  xii.  10. 
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tfforrow  in  any  other.  The  ftrength  of  all  the  paflions, 
and  their  readinefs  to  exprefs  themfelves,  is  greater  natu- 
rally in  fome  than  in  others.  There  is  nothing  of  which 
men  may  be  more  fenfible  from  daily  experience.  Love 
and  hatred,  joy  and  grief,  defire  and  averfion,  fhew  them- 
fclves  by  much  more  violent  emotions  in  fome  than  in 
Mbers.  It  would  be  wrong,  therefore,  to  reduce  all  to 
me  rule,  and  none  ought  to  look  upon  it  as  a  juft  caufe  of 
lifquiet,  that  they  have  not  had  the  fame  degree  or  depth 
if  diftrefs  and  anguifh,  which  others  have  had,  of  whom 
hey  have  read  or  heard.  Another  circumftance  may  alfo 
«  the  occafion  ofcliverfity.  In  fome,  convidtions  may 
lave  been  more  early  and  gradual,  and,  therefore,  lefs  vi- 
olent and  fenfible.  It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  Samuel, 
irhofe  very  conception  was  the  anfwer  of  prayer,  who  was 
ailed  from  his  mother's  womb,  and  ferved  in  the  temple 
rom  his  being  a  child,  fhould  have  experienced  the  fame 
lepth  of  humiliation  with  fuch  as  ManafTeh,  for  example, 
rhohad  been  guilty  of  many  atrocious  crimes,  and  conti- 
nued long  in  a  hardened  and  infenfible  ftate.  Therefore, 
2.  Suffer  me  to  obferve,  that  the  great  and  principal 
evidence  of  a  proper  degree  of  convi&ion  and  forrow  for 
in,  is  its  permanency  and  practical  influence.  Genuine 
ronvi&ion  is  not  a  flafli  of  fervor,  however  ltrong,  but  a 
leep,  abiding,  and  governing  principle,  which  will  fhew 
ts  ftrength,  by  its  habitual  power  over  its  oppofue.  Every 
rue  penitent  will  join  in  thefe  words  of  Elihu  :  u  Surely 
1  it  is  meet  to  be  faid  unto  God,  I  have  borne  chaliife- 
1  ment,  I  will  not  offend  any  more ;  that  which  I  fee 
;  not,  teach  thou  me;  if  I  have  done  iniquity,  I  will  do 
c  no  more."*  Nothing  elfe  will  be  a  fumcient  evidence 
)f  penitence,  where  this  is  wanting;  and  where  this  is 
ihccafe,  nothing  can  be  wanting  that  is  really  neceffary. 
This  may,  perhaps,  as  I  obferved  on  another  part  of  this 
Jifcourfe,  be  thought  tcfo  general,  but  I  am  perfuaded  it 
is  the  only  fafe  ground  to  build  upon,  according  to  the 
fcriptures.  Every  other  claim  of  relation  will  be  rejedted 
ttlaft  by  our  Saviour  and  Judge,  as  he  hath  plainly  told 

♦  Job  xxxiv.  31,  32. 
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us  :  *4  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord,  lord,  lha 
u  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  ;  but  he  that  doth  tt 
"  will  of  my  father  which  is  in  heaven.  Many  will  fii 
"  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  lord,  have  we  not  prophefie 
44  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  caft  out  devils  ?  and  i 
"  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works  ?  And  then  wt 
44 1  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew  you,  depart  from  m 
44  ye  that  work  iniquity."* 

Would  any  know,  therefore,  whether  their  forrow  fo 
fin  hath  been  to  the  requifite  degree,  let  me  intreat  then 
to  fuffer  confcience  to  anfwer  honcflly  to  the  followin) 
interrogatories.  Has  your  convi&ion  of  fin  been  fuch  ft 
to  make  you  abhor  and  hate  it  in  every  form  ?  Hath  i 
been  fuch  as  to  make  you  refolve  upon  a  thorough  am 
perpetual  feparation  from  your  once  beloved  pleaforcs 
Does  it  make  you  ready  to  examine  the  lawfulnefs  of  evaj 
purfuit,  and  to  abftain  even  from  every  doubtful  or  fuf 
petted  pradice  ?  Is  there  no  known  fin  that  you  are  defi 
rous  to  excufe  or  palliate,  fludious  to  conceal,  or  willin] 
to  fpare  ?  Remember  this  neceflary  caution  of  our  Savi 
our :  u  And  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thee,  pluck  it  out,  anc 
"  caft  it  from  thee  :  for  it  is  profitable  for  thee  that  oft 
44  of  thy  members  fliould  perifh,  and  not  that  thy  whofc 
"  body  ihould  be  call  into  hell.  And  if  thy  right  haix 
44  offend  thee,  cut  it  off,  and  caft  it  from  thee  ;  for  it  i 
44  profitable  for  thee  that  one  of  thy  members  Ihould  pc 
44  rifh,  and  not  that  thy  whole  body  fliould  be  caft  into 
44  hell."f  Is  there  no  fin,  however  long  pra&ifed,  o 
however  greatly  delighted  in  ;  is  there  no  fin,  howeve 
gainful  or  honorable,  but  you  defire  liberty  from  its  en 
(laving  power,  as  well  as  deliverance  from  its  condemn 
ing  guilt  ?  Is  there  no  part  of  the  law  of  God,  of  the  dut 
and  chara&er  of  a  Chriftian,  however  ungrateful  to  a  cc 
vetous  heart,  however  defpifed  by  a  fcorning  world,  tx 
you  acknowledge  its  obligation  ?  Would  you,  indeec 
rather  be  holy  than  great  ?  Do  you  rather  choofe  perfi 
cution  with  the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleafure 
of  fin  for  a  feafon  ?     See  what  terms  Chrilt  makes  wit 

*  Matt.  vii.  21,  22,  23.         t  Matt.  v.  29,  30. 
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difciples:  "If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let  him 
"  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me  : 
u  for  whofoever  will  fave  his  life  {hall  lofe  it,  and  whofo- 
tt  ever  will  lofe  his  life,  for  my  fake,  fhall  find  it."*— 
Upon  the  whole,  inftead  of  finding  fault  with  the  duty  or 
lot  of  God's  children,  can  you  truly  fay,    "  O  that  there 

*  were  fuch  an  heart  in  me  that  I  could  keep  his  ftatutes ! 

*  The  law  of  the  Lord  is  perfeftly  holy.     The  paths  of 

*  the  Lord  toward  me  have  been  infinitely  gracious.  My 
44  heart  only  is  exceeding  finful.  O  Lord,  write  thy  law 
"  in  my  heart,  and  put  it  in  my  inward  parts :  give  me 
"  a  new  heart  and  a  new  fpirit,  and  caufe  me  to  walk  in 
"  thy  ftatutes,  and  keep  thy  judgments,  and  do  them/' 

3.  It  is  an  excellent  evidence  of  conviction's  being 
right  both  in  principle  and  in  degree,  when  the  penitent 
hath  a  greater  fear  of  fin  than  of  fuffering.  As  the  great 
fource  of  genuine  convi&ionof  fin  is  a  fenfe  of  its  evil  in 
itfelf,  rather  than  an  apprehenfion  of  its  confequences 
even  in  the  life  to  come,  there  is  no  way  in  which  this 
will  difcover  itfelf  more  diftindtly,  than  in  the  views  we 
have  of  fin,  and  fuffering  in  the  prefent  (late.  Whether 
do  you  grieve  moft  heartily  for  fin,  or  for  worldly  loffes  2 
Which  of  them  do  you  avoid  with  the  greateft  folicitude 
and  care  ?  Will  not  this  fhow  what  it  is  that  lies  neareit 
your  hearts,  and  hath  the  diminion  there  ?  Will  not  this 
fhow  it  in  a  manner  that  mull  be  convincing  even  to  your- 
ftlves,  and  leave  no  room  to  reply  ?  Alas  !  how  heavy 
a  fentence  does  this  carry  againft  many  profeffing  Chrifli- 
ans  ?  How  great  their  anxiety  about  the  things  of  time, 
how  little  about  the  concerns  of  eternity  ?  How  carefully 
will  they  obferve  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  their  trade  and 
opulence  ?  But  how  little  attention  will  they  pay  to  the 
growth  or  decay  of  religion  in  their  hearts  ?  They  will 
dread  the  arts,  and  fly  from  the  fociety  of  a  fraudulent 
dealer,  but  will  fufpedt  no  danger  while  their  ears  are  drink- 
ing in  the  poifon  of  licentious  or  impure  conversation. 
The  lofs  of  a  child,  or  the  lofs  of  their  fubftance,  oppreffes 
them  with  forrow,  while  even  the  commifiion  of  grofs  fin, 
if  concealed  from  the  world,  produces  a  refle&ion  fcarce- 
lyfelt,  and  fpeedily  forgotten. 

*  Matt.  xvi.  24. 
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I  have  faid,  indeed,  above,  that  all  perfons  are  no 
equally  fufceptible  of  violent  emotions  of  any  kind.  Bir 
what  fhall  be  faid  of  the  fame  perfons,  who  have  the  ftrong 
eft  pafflons  on  every  other  fubjeft,  and  nothing  but  cold 
nefs  and  indifference  in  matters  of  religion  ?  What  (hali 
be  faid  of  the  fame  perfons,  who  are  eafily  and  deeply  af« 
fe£ted  with  all  temporal  fufferings,  aqd  yet  are  but  very 
flightly  affetted  with  a  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  ?  Whofc 
tears  flow  readily  and  copioufly  over  a  dying  friend,  but 
have  no  tears  at  all  to  (hed  over  a  dying  Saviour  I  Does 
this  at  all  correfpond  with  the  defcription  given  by  the 
prophet,  "  of  mourning  as  for  an  only  fon  ?**  In  whicil 
penitential  forrow  is  compared  to  the  moft  fevere  and  ex- 
quifite  of  all  human  calamities.  I  muft,  however,  ob- 
ferve,  that  temporal  fufferings  are  ordinarily  attended  and 
aggravated  by  fenfible  images,  and  arealfofometimesfud- 
den  and  unexpected,  on  both  which  accounts  they  may 
more  powerfully  call  forth  the  expreflions  of  forrow  and 
lympathy.  But  it  is  not  difficult  to  judge  which  of  them 
dwells  moft  heavily  upon  the  mind,  which  of  them  would 
be  firlt  avoided  by  the  deliberate  choice  of  the  heart. 
Every  true  penitent  does  certainly  fee  fin  to  be  the  great- 
eft  of  all  evils,  and  will  difcover  this  by  comparifon  with 
all  the  other  evils  of  which  he  hath  at  prefent  any  know- 
ledge or  experience. 

4.  I  fhall  only  mention  one  other  evidence  of  convic- 
tion's being  to  a  proper  degree,  which  is  when  a  fenfe  0! 
the  evil  of  fin  is  flill  growing,  inftead  ofdiminifhing.  This 
will  be  found  effentially  to  dillinguifti  a  fenfe  of  the  evilo 
fin  in  itfelf,  from  a  mere  terror  of  God's  power  in  takin| 
vengeance  on  the  finner.  Time  gradually  weakens  tb 
one,  but  knowledge,  and  even  the  mercy  of  God,  conti 
nues  to  increafe  the  other.  When  a  finner  is  broupht  un 
der  great  convictions,  it  is  a  Hate  fo  painful  and  diftref 
ing,  that  it  cannot  continue  long.  Some  kind  of  peac 
muft  of  neceffity  fucceed.  Either  he  ftifles  his  conviftion: 
hides  the  danger  by  fhutting  his  own  eyes,  and  returns  1 
his  former  fecurity  and  licentioufnefs  of  praftice  ;  or  I 
does  fome  things  for  a  time,  to  quiet  the  cries  of  confc 
ence,  and  lay  a  foundation  for  future  peace ;  or,  laftly,  I 
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irns  to  God  through  Chriit,  by  true  repentance,  and 
tinues  to  ferve  him  in  ncwnefs  of  life. 
The  fir  ft  of  thefe  cafes  needs  no  illuftration;  the  fenfe 
n  in  all  fuch  perfons  being  not  fo  properly  weakened 
eftroyed.     In  the  fecond,  the  finner  is  under  great  re- 
nts for  a  feafon,  but,  when  die  terror  is  over,  his  obe- 
ce  and  diligence  is  immediately  relaxed.    This  fhows 
ily,  that  he  had  no  fincere  or  cordial  affefiion  to  the 
of  God,  but  was  afraid  of  his  power.     It  ihews  that 
:onviclions  never  were  of  a  right  kind,  and,  therefore, 
no  wonder  their  ftrength  fliould  decay.     But,  in  eve- 
rue  penitent,  a  fenfe  of  fin  not  only  continues,  butdau 
icreafes.     His  growing  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  God, 
ts  out  more  clearly  to  him  his  own  corruption  and  de- 
ity, both  in  its  quantity  and  its  malignity,  fo  to  fpeak. 
very  mercies  of  God,  whatever  delight  or  fweetnefs 
afford,  take  nothing  away  from  his  fenfe  of  the  evil 
is  doings,  but  rather  melt  him  down  in  penitential  for- 
They  ferve  to  cover  him  with  confufion  at  his  own 
orthinefs,  and  to  fill  him  with  wonder  at  the  divine 
mce  and  condefcenfion. 

'he  fir  ft  work  of  a  convinced  finner  is,  to  mourn  over 
;rofs  enormities  of  a  profligate  life,  or  a  life  devoted 
orldly  purfuits.  And  his  continued  employment  af- 
:onverfion  is,  to  refill  and  wreftle  with  that  inherent 
jption  which  was  hidden  from  his  view  before,  but  be- 
es daily  more  and  more  fenfible.  So  true  is  this,  that 
ve  known  many  inftances  in  which  the  mod  genuine 
effions  of  felf-abafement  happening  to  fall  from  aged 
xienced  Chriflians,  have  appeared  to  others  as  little 
x  than  affectation.  They  were  not  able  to  conceive 
propriety  of  thefe  fentiments,  which  long  acquaintance 
God  and  with  ourfelves  doth  naturally  and  infallibly 
re. 

rom  thefe  remarks,  let  me  beg  the  reader  to  judge  of 
reality  and  progrefs  of  the  fpiritual  life.  Does  your 
:  of  the  evil  of  fin  not  only  continue,  but  grow  ?  Do 
now  fee  fin  in  many  things  which  you  never  fufpe&ed 
e  ?  Do  you  fee  more  of  the  boldnefs,  ingratitude, 
fottifti  folly  of  finners  and  defpifers  of  God  ?  Are  you 
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daily  making  new  difcoverics  of  the  vanity,  fenfuality,  atk 
treachery  of  your  own  hearts  ?  Be  not  difcouraged  at  it, 
but  humbled  by  it.  Let  it  empty  you  of  all  felf-efteera 
and  felf-dependence,  and  give  you  a  higher  relifh  of  the 
gofpel  of  peace.  The  fubftance  of  the  gofpel  is  "  falvati- 
*4  on  to  the  chief  of  finners,  by  the  riches  of  divine  grace, 
41  and  the  falsification  of  your  polluted  natures  by  the 
M  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft." 

A$  I  would  willingly  gives  as  much  information  and 
inftfu&ion  as  poflible,  I  fhall,  before  quitting  this  part  of 
the  fubjeft,  fpeak  a  few  words  of  a  pretty  extraordinary 
opinion  to  be  found  in  fome  of  the  practical  writers  of  the 
laft  age.  It  is,  that  genuine  convi&ion,  and  the  foul's 
fubjeftion  to  God,  ought  to  be  carried  fo  far  in  every  true 
penitent,  as  to  make  him  willing,  fatisfied,  and,  fome  fay, 
even  "  pleated,"  that  God  fliould  glorify  his  juftice  in  his 
everlafling  perdition.  This  is  fo  repugnant  to  nature, 
and  to  that  very  folicitude  about  our  eternal  happinefe, 
by  which  the  confeience  is  firll  laid  hold  of,  that  it  appears 
to  be  utterly  impoffible.  There  have  been  many  to  whom 
this  requiiition  has  given  inexpreffible  concern,  has  been 
a  daily  fnare  to  their  confeience,  and  an  obftru&ion  tc 
their  peace.  There  is  fuch  an  infeparable  connexion  be 
tween  our  duty  and  happinefs,  that  the  queltion  fliouk 
never  have  been  moved  ;  but,  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  thofi 
who  may  have  met,  or  may  ftill  meet  with  it  in  authors 
otherwife  defervedly  efteemed.  I  fhall  make  fome  remark 
which  I  hope  will  either  explain  it  in  a  found  fenfe%o 
ihew  it  to  be  at  bottom  falfe. 

Men  do  often  differ  more  in  words  than  in  fubftanc* 
Perhaps  what  thefe  authors  chiefly  mean,  is  no  more  tha 
what  has  been  explained  above  at  confiderable  length,  vis 
That  the  finner  finds  himfelf  without  excufe,  his  "  mout 
"  is  flopped,"  he  feeth  the  holinefs  of  the  law,  he  coi 
feffeth  the  juftice  of  the  fentence,  he  quits  every  claim  bi 
mercy.  Thus  he  may  be  faid  to  abfolve  or  juftify  Goc 
though  he  fhould  leave  him  to  perifh  for  ever.  So  fa 
I  apprehend,  it  is  undeniably  juft ;  otherwife,  the  vei 
foundation  of  the  gofpel  is  overthrown,  and  falvation  is  n< 
"  of  grace,"  but  "  of  debt."     If  we  impartially  examir 
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*  word  mercy,  and  the  many  ftrong  declarations  in 
ripture  of  our  obligations  to  God  for  the  gift  of  eternal 
fe,we  ihall  find  that  they  cannot,  confidently,  imply 
is,  than  that  the  finner  u  deferved,"  and  was  liable,  to 
eternal  death/9 

But  to  carry  the  thing  farther,  and  to  fay  that  the  penj- 
ot  mud  be  pleafed  and  fatisfied  with  damnation  itfelf, 
he  is  pleafed  with  fuifering  in  another  view,  as  it  is  his 
avenly  Father's  fan 61  i fie d  rod,  appears  to  me  to  be  at 
ice  unnatural,  unreafonable,  unlawful,  and  impoffible. 
is  plainly  contrary  to  that  defire  of  our  own  happinefs 
lich  is  fo  deeply  implanted  in  our  natures,  and  which 
ms  to  be  infeparable  from  a  rational  creature.  No  fuch 
ng  is,  either  directly  or  confequentially,  aflerted  in  the 
ly  fcriptures,  which  fo  often  urge  us  to  a  due  care  of  our 
n  beft  interefts.  u  Wherefore,  fays  the  prophet,  do 
you  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not  bread,  and 
your  labor  for  that  which  fat  is  fie  th  not  ?  Hearken  dili- 
gently unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let 
your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline  your  ear,  and 
come  unto  me,  hear,  and  your  fouls  fhall  live,  and  I 
will  make  an  evei  lading  covenant  with  you,  even  the 
fure  mercies  of  David."*  Further,  the  proportion 
»ms  to  me  neceffarily  to  imply  an  impoflibility  in  itfelf. 
ir  what  is  damnation  ?  It  is  to  be  for  ever  feparated  from, 
d  deprived  of,  the  fruition  of  God.  Is  this  then,  a  du- 
al objeft  either  of  defire  or  acquiefcence  ?  It  is  to  hate 
xl  and  blafpheme  his  name,  as  well  as  to  be  baniflied 
»m  his  prefence.  Can  this  be  tolerable  to  any  true  pe- 
:ent  ?  or  is  it  reconcileable  to,  or  confident  with,  fub- 
lion  to  his  righteous  will  ?  Can  any  creature  be  fuppo- 
I  to  pleafe  God,  by  giving  up  all  hope  of  his  favor  ?  Or 
it  lefs  abfurd  than  u  difobeying"  him  from  a  fenfe  of 
luty,"  and  u  hating"  him  from  a  principle  of  "  love  ?" 
We  muft,  therefore,  carefully  feparate  die  acknowledg- 
snt  of  divine  juftice,  and  moll  unconditional  fubje&ion 
the  divine  fovereignty,  from  anabfolute  defpair,  orgi- 
ig  up  all  hope  in  the  divine  mercy.     We  have  a  very 

*  Ifa.  !v.  2,  3. 
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beautiful  fcripture  inftance  of  humble,  yet  perfifling  \m« 
portunity,  in  the  woman  of  Canaan,  who  met  with  many 
repulfes,  confcfled  the  juftice  of  every  thing  that  made 
againft  her,  and  yet  continued  to  urge  her  plea.     Neither 
is  there  any  difference  between  the  way  in  which  fhe  fop- 
plicated  of  the  Saviour  a  cure  for  her  diftreffed  daughter, 
and  the  way  in  which  an  awakened  finner  will  implore 
from  the  fame  Saviour  more  neceflary  relief  to  an  aftlified 
confeience.     "  And  behold  a  woman  of  Canaan  came  out 
44  of  the  fame  coalts,  and  cried  unto  him,  faying,  Have 
14  mercy  on  me,  ()  Lord,  thou  fon  of  David,  my  daughter 
is  grievoufly  vexed  with  a  devil.     But  he  anfwered  her 
not  a  word.     And  his  difciples  came  and  befought  him, 
faying,  Send  her  away,  for  Ihe  crieth  after  us.     But  he 
44  anfwered  and  faid,  I  am  not  fent  but  unto  the  loft  flieep 
44  of  the  houfe  of  Ifrael.     Then  came  fhe  and  worfliippcd 
44  him,  faying,  Lord  help  me.     But  he  anfwered  and  faid, 
44  It  is  not  meet  to  take  the  children's  bread  and  call  it  to 
"  dogs.     And  (he  faid,  Truth,  Lord,  yet  the  dogs  eat  of 
44  the  crumbs  which  fall  from  their  mailer's  table.     Then 
44  Jellis  anfwered  and  faid  unto  her,  O  woman,  great  is 
44  thy  faith  ;  be  it  unto  thee  even  as  thou  wilt."*     I  (hall 
conclude  with  mentioning  an  infiance  of  a  fimilar  charac- 
ter in  a  foreigner  of  eminent  Ration,  who  had  been  a  great 
profligate,  and  afterwards  became  a  great  penitent.^    He 
compofed  a  little  piece  of  poetry  after  his  converfiou,thc 
leading  fentiment  of  which  was  what  I  have  recommended 
above,  and  in  his  own  language  was  to  the  following  pur- 
pole  :  "  Great  God,  thy  judgments  are  full  of  righteout 
"  neis,  thou  takelt  pleafure  in  the  exercife  of  mercy ;  but 
44  I  have  finned  to  fuch  a  height,  that  jullice  demajvds 
44  my  definition,  and  mercy  itfelf  feems  to  folicit  my  per- 
44  dition.     Difdain  mv  tears,  llrike  the  blow,  and  execute 
"  thy  judgment.    I  am  willing  to  fubmit,  and  adore,  even 
in  perifhing,    the  equity  of  thy   procedure.     But  on 
what  place  will  the  Ilroke  fall,  that  is  not  covered  with 
"  the  blood  of  Chrift :" 

*  Matth.  sv.  22 — 23.  t  Dcs  Barreaux. 


it 

1C 


On  Regeneration.  229 

SECT-    V. 

Acceptance  of  salvation  through  the  cross  of  ChrsU 

THE  next  great  ftep  in  a  Tinner's  change  is  a  difco ve- 
ry and  acceptance  of  falvation  from  fin  and  mifery 
hrough  Jefus  Ghrift.  This  is  the  laft  and  finiftring  ftep 
if  the  glorious  work.  When  this  is  attained,  the  change 
i  completed,  the  new  nature  is  fully  formed  in  all  its 
arts.  The  fpiritual  feed  is  implanted,  and  h?th  taken 
•oot ;  and  it  will  arrive  by  degrees,  in  every  veflel  of  nier- 
:y,  to  that  meafure  of  maturity  and  ftrength,  that  it  pleaf- 
ith  God  each  fhall  poflefs  before  he  be  carried  hence. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  conviction  of  fin  which  hath  been 
lefore  illuftrated,  prepares  and  paves  the  way  for  a  difco- 
'ery  and  acceptance  of  falvation  by  Chrift.  Before  con- 
riftion  of  fin,  or  when  convittion  is  but  imperfeft,  the  gof- 
k1  of  Chrift,  and  particularly  the  do&rine  of  the  crofs, 
ilmoft  conftantly  appears  to  be  fooliihnefs.  Or  if,  as 
braetimes  happens,  education  and  example  prompts  the 
inner  to  fpeak  with  fome  degree  of  reverence  of  the  name, 
character  and  undertaking  of  a  Saviour,  there  is  no  dif- 
tinft  perception  of  the  meaning,  nor  any  inward  relifli  of 
iefweetnels  of  the  falutary  truths.  Butthofe  who  have 
been  "  wounded  in  their  fpirits,  and  grieved  in  their 
*  minds,'*  be^in  to  perceive  their  unfpeakable  importance 
ind  value.  That  myftery  which  was  hid  from  ages  and 
jenerations,  begins  to  open  upon  the  foul  in  its  luitre  and 
jlory.  The  helplefs  and  hopelefs  ftate  of  the  finner  makes 
rim  earneltly  and  anxioufly  enquire,  whether  there  is  any 
fcay  to  efcape,  whether  there  is  any  door  of  mercy  or  of 
aope.  He  fays,  with  the  awakened  and  trembling  jailor, 
1  What  mult  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"*  And  with  the  Pfalmift, 
"  Innumerable  evils  have  compafleel  me  about,  mine  ini- 
quities have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I  am  not  able 
14  to  look  up ;  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of  mine  head, 
u  therefore  my  heart  faileth  me.f  I  have  no  excule  to 
u  offer,   nor  any  fhelter  to  fly  to :  the  works,  the  word, 

»  A&s  xvi.  30.  f'Pfal.  xl.  12. 
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41  and  the  providence  of  God,  feem  all  to  be  up  in  arm* 
"  againft  me,  and  have  inclofed  me  as  an  enemy  to  him 
"  O  how  fearful  a  thing  is  it  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
44  living  God !  Who  fliall  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  Who 
"  fhall  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ?  Is  there  no  prof* 
44  pe£tof  relief?  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  Is  there  no 
"  phyfician  there  ?  Wonderful  has  been  my  paft  blindnefs! 
((  I  have  awakened  as  out  of  a  dream,  and  find  myfelf 
44  haftening  fall  to  the  pit  of  deftrudlion.  What  would  I 
44  not  do,  what  would  I  not  give  for  good  ground  to  be- 
4<  lieve  that  my  guilt  were  taken  away,  and  my  peace 
14  made  with  God  ?" 

With  what  eagernefs  and  earneftnefs,  hitherto  unknown, 
does  the  finner  now  enquire  after  the  way  to  life  ?  With 
what  folicitude  does  he  44  go  forth  by  the  footfteps  of  the 
44  flock,  and  feed  befide  the  (hepherds  tents."     The  fab- 
baths,  and  ordinances,  and  word  of  God,  are  now  quite 
different  things  from  what  they  were  before.     No  more 
wafte  of  that  facred  time  in  bufinefs  or  in  play.     No  more 
ferenity  of  heart,  becaufe  he  had  been  regularly  and  con- 
flantly  at  church,  but  an  aftonifhing  view  of  the  fins  of 
his  holy  things ;  carelefs,  formal,  heartlefs  worfhip.    He 
cries  out  with  the  Pfalmift,  "  Lord,  if  thou  fhouldft  mark 
44  iniquity,  who  fliall  ftand."     No  more  indifferent,  (loth- 
ful,  difdainful  hearing  the  word.     No  more  critical  hear- 
ing the  word,  that  he  may  commend  the  ability,  or  deride 
the  weaknefs  of  the  preacher.     With  what  concern  docs 
he  hang  upon  the  facred  meffage,  to  fee  if  there  be  any 
thing  upon  which  he  can  lay  hold  ?  He  then  hears  that 
44  God  is  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf."  The 
very  news  of  falvation,  the  bare  mention  of  pardon,  is  now 
a  joyful  found.     It  roufes  his  attention,  it  awakens  his 
curiofity,  and  he  fets  himfelf  to  weigh  and  ponder  the  im- 
portant  intimation.     He  hears  that  "  God  fo  loved  the 
k   world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
64  ever  believeth  in  him  fliould  not  perifh,  but  have  ever- 
wf  lading  life.     For  God  fent  not  his  Son  into  the  world 
,4  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through  him 
tf  :night  be  faved.*     Is  there  then/'  fays  he,  "  hope  oi 

*  John  iii.  16,  17. 
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"  mercy  with  God,  whom  I  have  fo  long  forgotten,  yand  fo 
'  greatly  offended  ?  hath  he  indeed  loved  a  guilty  world  ? 
4  hath  he  loved  them  in  fo  amazing  a  manner,  as  to  fend 
1  his  only  begotten  Son  to  fave  them  from  definition  I 
How  great  is  the  giver,  how  wonderful  the  gift,  and 
how  undeferving  the  obje&s  of  his  love  :*' 
Here  perhaps  a  difficulty  may  occur.  "  It,  may  be  fo," 
ys  the  foul ;  "  but  are  all  the  children  of  Adam  the  ob- 
jects of  divine  love  ?  Shall  every  fmner  be  partaker  of 
divine  mercy  ?  Surely  not.  How  then  are  they  diftin- 
guiflied  ?  Perhaps  he  intends  only  to  fave  a  few  of  the 
lead  unworthy,  and  to  glorify  his  juftice  and  feverity  in 
the  condemnation  of  the  moll  eminently  guilty.  What 
then  have  I  reafon  to  expedt  ?  None,  none,  none  of  any 
rank  fo  criminal  as  I.  I  have  finned  early,  and  I  have 
finned  long.  I  have  finned  againft  the  cleared  light  and 
knowledge.  I  have  finned  againft  innumerable  mer. 
cies.  I  have  finned  againft  the  threatenings  of  God's 
word,  the  rebukes  of  his  providence,  the  checks  of  my 
own  confeience,  and  the  unwearied  pains  and  diligence 
of  minifters  and  parents.  I  have  burfl  every  bond,  and 
torn  in  pieces  every  reftraining  tie.'1  How  many  gra- 
ms promifes  prefent  themfelves  immediately  to  extin- 
lifii  this  fear  ?  "  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together, 
faith  the  Lord ;  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fliall 
be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
they  fliall  be  as  wool ;  if  ye  be  willing  and  obedient,  ye 
fliall  eat  the  good  of  the  land.* — Him  that  cometh  unto 
me,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out.  j- — Wherefore  alfo  he  is 
able  to  fave  them  to  the  uttermoft  that  come  unto  God 
by  him.  J  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay  come ;  and 
let  him  that  heareth  fay  come ;  and  let  him  that  is  athirft 
come  ;  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of 
life  freely."||  To  thefe  promifes  may  be  added  many 
ripture  examples  of  firft-rate  finners,  faved  by  the  pow- 
of  God,  that  none  may  defpair.  An  idolatrous  Ma- 
iffeh,  an  unrighteous  and  oppreflive  publican  Zaccheus., 

*  Id  i.  18,  19.         t  John  vi.  37.         t  Heb.  vii.  25. 

|l  Rev.  xxii.  IF. 
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an  unclean  Mary  Magdalene,  and  a  persecuting  Pauf, 
Then  is  the  foul  brought  to  acknowledge  and  adore  the 
matchlefs  love  of  God  ;  to  repeat  and  adopt  the  words  of 
the  apoftle  Paul ;  u  This  is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy 
44  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world 
41  to  fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief." 

The  finner,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  is  wholly  employed  in 
alternately  viewing  his  own  deplorable  character  and  ftatc 
On  the  one  hand,  and  the  fufficiency  and  efficacy  of  the  tc- 
medy  on  the  other.  As  thefe  take  their  turns  in  his  mind, 
his  hope  rifes  or  falls.  Perhaps  when  he  again  refteft* 
on  the  infinite  number  and  heinous  nature  of  his  offences; 
when  he  confiders  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  God's  nature 
and  law,  he  is  ready  to  bring  all  into  queftion,  and  to  fey, 
44  How  can  thefe  things  be  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  all  this  guilt 
14  can  be  pafled  by,  is  it  poffible  that  it  can  be  forgiven 
1  and  forgotten  by  a  holy  God  ?  Is  he  not  of  purer  eyes 
4  than  to  behold  iniquity  ?  Is  it  not  faid,  that  evil  cannot 
'  dwell  with  him  ?  That  finners  fhall  not  fland  in  his 
1  prefence  ?  How  then  can  I  prefume  to  approach  him  ? 
4  I,  who  have  been  fo  daring  and  obftinate  a  rebel  ?  What 
1  reception  can  I  expeft  to  meet  with  but,  Bind  him 
c  hand  and  foot,  and  take  him  away,  and  caft  him  into 
4  utter  darknefs  ;  there  fhall  be  weeping  and  gnalhing  of 
4  teeth."* 

To  remove  this  difrruft,  and  afliire  his  heart  before 
God,  he  is  informed  of  the  foundation  of  his  hope,  that 
falvation  comes  by  a  Mediator.  He  undertook  our  cai.fe, 
he  purchafed  redemption  by  his  precious  blood.  Hear 
him  faying  in  the  councils  of  the  Moft  high,  "  Sacrifice 
41  and  offering  thou  didft  not  defire;  mine  ears  haft  thou 
4t  opened.  Burnt-offering  and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not 
"  required.  Then  faid  !,  Lo,  I  come,  in  the  volume  of 
44  the  book  it  is  written  of  me,  I  delight  to  do  thy  will.  0 
41  my  God ;  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart. >J  J  Hear 
alfo  in  what  manner  he  executed  this  gracious  purpofe. 
44  He  was  wounded  for  our  tranfcreffions,  he  was  bruited 
44  for  our  iniquities ;  the  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was 

*  \Tatt,  r.xii.  13.         f  rfal.xl.  6,  7,  8. 
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"upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.  All  we 
a  like  fheep  have  gone  aftray,  we  have  turned  every  one 
a  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  ini- 
quity of  us  all."*  L^t  us  alfo  fee  how  this  matter  is  re. 
prelented  in  the  New  Teftament.  i4  Whom  God  hath  let 
44  ioriti  to  be  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to 
44  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of  fins  that  are 
11  pall,  through  the  forbearance  of  God ;  to  declare,  I  fay, 
14  at  this  time  his  righteoufnefs :  that  he  might  be  jufl, 
14  and  the  juftifier  of  him  that  believeth  in  Jefus.f  For 
14  he  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin, 
uthat  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
u  him."; 

It  is  through  this  man,  and  through  his  blood,  that 
14  repentance  and  remiffion  of  fins  is  preached  to  all  na- 
14  tions."  Is  not  this  a  fufficient  and  ftable  ground  of 
hope  ?  In  the  fubftitution  of  our  furety,  we  fee  a  way 
opened  for  the  reception  and  reftoration  of  finners,  in  a 
perfe£t  confiftency  with  all  the  divine  perfe&ions.  The 
fpoilefs  purity  and  holinefs,  the  ftridt  and  impartial  juftice 
ot  God,  feem  to  raife  an  infuperable  obftacle  to  our  ad- 
miiiion  into  his  favor ;  but  in  the  fufferings  and  atone- 
ment  01  our  Redeemer,  we  fee  how  he  may  teftify  his  ab- 
horrence of  fin,  and  punifh  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  fhew 
mercy  to  the  firmer.  There  is  a  perfedt  harmony  of  all 
the  divine  attributes  in  this  defign,  and  particularly  a  joint 
illufiration  of  mercy  and  juftice.  This  is  the  gofpel  of 
Qirift,  the  bleflcd  and  reviving  meflage  brought  unto  the 
world  by  the  prince  of  peace.  This  is  44  the  record  which 
44  God  hath  given  of  his  Son." 

How  welcome  how  reviving  this,  to  the  difcouraged 
convinced  linncr?  His  very  concern  and  fear  when  pro- 
ceeding  upon  proper  grounds,  arifes  from  a  view  of  the 
infinite  evil  of  fin,  fo  provoking  to  a  holy  God.  But  in 
this  plan  laid  by  divine  wifdom,  he  fees  the  guilt  of  fin 
fufficiently  expiated  by  a  facrifice  of  infinite  value.  u  For 
41  we  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible  tilings,  fuch  as 

»  If.  liii.  5,  6.     t  Rom.  iii.  25>  26.     t  -  Cor.  v.  21. 
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u  filver  and  gold — but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Ghrif 
41  as  of  a  Lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpok"* 

He  compares  and  contrails,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  th 
greatnefs  of  his  guilt  with  the  price  of  his  pardon.  The 
appears,  with  new  and  uncommon  force,  the  greatnefr  < 
this  myttery  of  godlinefs,  GOD  manifefted  in  the  fleft 
A  vi&im  no  lefs  confiderable  than  the  eternal  and  u  onlj 
"  begotten"  Son  of  God,  "  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father1 
"  glory*  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon."  What  i 
it  that  cannot  be  purchafed  by  this  marvellous  exchange 
The  believer  fees  with  adoring  wonder,  the  jullice  of  Go 
more  awfully  fevere,  in  awaking  his  fword  againft  th 
man  who  was  u  his  fellow,"  than  if  the  whole  race  of  ol 
tending  men  had  been  irrecoverably  loft.  At  the  fam 
time  he  fees  the  unfpeakable  dignity  and  majefty  of  God 
in  his  infinite  and  truly  royal  mercy,  great  in  itfelf,  an 
greater  Hill  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  difpenfed,  "  Here 
"  in  is  love  indeed,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  hi 
"  loved  us,  and  fent  his  fon  to  be  the  propitiation  for  ou 
"  fins."f 

I  cannot  help  here  obferving,  that  this  falvation  is  f< 
amazing,  fo  wonderful  in  its  nature,  and  fo  far  removec 
from  any  thing  we  know  among  men,  that  we  are  in  dan 
ger  of  being  put  to  a  Hand,  and  can  fcarcely  conceive  i 
poffible.  But  on  the  other  hand,  when  we  confider  tha 
it  carrieth  not  upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wil 
dom,  we  are  naturally  led  to  fay,  "  Salvation  belonged 
"  unto  God, — His  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  hi 
;k  thoughts  as  our  thoughts."  Therefore  when  convifti 
on  of  iin  makes  us  feel  the  neceffity,  and  difcovers  the  gle 
ry  of  our  Saviour's  atonement ;  we  may  both  reft  affuro 
of  its  truth,  and  triumph  in  its  power.  We  may  fay  wit 
the  apoftle  Paul,  u  Who  (hall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charg 
f<  of  God's  ele&  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth :  who  is  he  tha 
44  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather  that  i 
"  rifen  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  wh< 
?  alio  makali  interceffion  for  us."| 

■    1  Pet.  i.  13.     t   I  John  iv.  10.     \  Ronu  viii.  S3,  34, 
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But,  "  Paufe  a  little,  my  foul/'  faith  the  convinced 

firmer,  M  what  tidings  are  here  ?  What  faith  the  fcripture, 

41  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ? 

u  Unanfwerable   indeed !    Happy,  happy,  thrice  happy 

11  they,  who  are  the  objefts  of  God's  everlafting,  diftin- 

u  guifliing  and  eledting  love.     But  how  can  I  lie  lure  that 

M  this  includes,  or  rather  does  not  exclude  me  ?  Can  I 

"  ever  hope  to  read  my  name  written  in  the  Lamb's 

14  book  of  life  ?"  No.     But  when  you  confefs  you  cannot 

read  any  thing  there  in  your  favor,  who  hath  authorized 

jou  to  fuppofe  any  thing  there  to  your  prejudice?  Secret 

things  belong  only  to  God.     We  are  not  permitted  to 

fearch,  and  we  are  not  able  to  comprehend  or  explain  the 

infinite  depth  of  the  divine  councils.     But  do  not  things 

that  are  revealed  belong  to  us  ?  And  how  (hall  we  pre- 

fume  to  fet  at  variance  the  fecret  and  revealed  will  of  God  ? 

Is  not  the  commiflion  fufficiently  extenfive !  u  And  he 

44  faid  unto  them,  go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the 

11  gofpel  to  every  creature ;  he  that  believeth  and  is  bap- 

11  tized,  fliall  be  faved ;  and  he  that  believeth  not,  ihall  be 

"  damned.*'*     Is  not  the  call  unlimited  and  univerfal  ? 

11  Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden, 

11  and  I  will  give  you  reft."t     "  And  Jefus  faid  unto 

"  them,  I  am  the  bread  of  life ;  he  that  cometh  to  me  ihall 

u  never  hunger,  and  he  that  believeth  on  me  (hall  never 

44  third." I     "  And  in  the  lad  day,  that  great  day  of  the 

44  feaft,  Jefus  ftood  and  cried,  faying,  If  any  man  thirft, 

14  let  him  come  unto  me  anddrink."|| 

Can  you  then  entertain  any  doubt  of  the  call  reaching 
to  you,  or  quettion  your  title  to  reft  upon  this  rock  of  ages  ? 
Behold,  we  preach  unto  you  Chrift  crucified,  a  defpifed 
Saviour,  indeed,  "  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling-block,  and  to 
11  the  Greeks  fooliftinefs ;''  but  the  u  power  of  God,  and 
11  the  wifdom  of  God  for  falvation  to  every  one  that  be- 
11  lieveth."  There  is  no  guilt  fo  deep,  but  this  precious 
blood  will  wa(h  it  out.  No  gift  fo  great,  but  infinite  merit 
is  fufficient  to  procure  it.     No  nature  fo  polluted,  but  in. 

•  Markxvi.  15,  16.        t  Mattli.  xt.  28.        I  John  vi.  3  5. 

|!  John  vii.  37. 
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finite  power  is  fufficient  to  renew  it.     Shall  we  then  any 
more  with-hold  our  approbation,  or  refufe  our  confent! 
Shall  not  every  finner,  burdened  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  or 
danger,  intimate  his  compliance  and  urge  his  claim,  arid 
lay, "  Thanks,  thanks  be  to  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift. 
44  — It  is  falvation  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  and  therefore  ; 
becoming  a  holy  and  a  jealous  God,  with  whom  evil 
cannot  dwell.     It  is  the  fame  unchangeable  God,  who   ; 
enadted  the  holy  law,  and  who  publiflies  this  glorious  i 
44  gofpel. — It  is  falvation  by  grace,  otherwife  no  child  of 
44  Adam  could  have  had  any  claim  ;  and  it  is  meet  that  « 
u  the  lofty  looks  of  man  fhould  be  humbled,  and  the  Lord  . 
44  alone  exalted  in  that  day. — It  is  falvation  to  the  chief  ' 
u  of  fmners  :  I  am  the  man.     I  hear  my  chara&er  clear- 
44  ly  defcribed  in  the  word  of  God.     I  can  read  my  name 
4i  in  the  general  and  gracious  invitation.     I  will  accept  of 
u  the  offer,  1  will  receive  and  embrace  thisbleffed  Saviour 
41  as  my  Lord  and  my  God,  as  my  life  and  my  all." 

Once  more,  perhaps  the  believer  is  ftill  daggered,  and 
bis  faith  begins  to  fail.     Aitonifhed  at  the  great nefs  ot  the 
mercy,  "  he  belie veth  not  for  jov,  and  wondereth."    He 
is  ready  to  fay,  44  Might  I  but  hold  fall  this  beginning  of 
<4  my  confidence,  I  would  not  envy  the  greateft  monarch 
41  on  earth  his  throne,  his  purple,  or  his  fceptre,  but  would 
44  fing  the  new  fong  put  into  my  mouth,  Unto  him  that 
44  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood, 
44  and  hath  made  us  kings  and  prieils  to  God  and  his  Fa- 
u  ther,  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever. 
14  But  alas  !  are  not  all  the  promilcs  of  falvation  only  in 
44  favor  of  them  that  believe  ?  Here  then  the  conclufion 
44  may  fail.     I  am  fcnfible  of  a  lamentable  weaknefs  and 
44  backwardness  of  mind ;  and  whilft  I  think  I  have  no 
44  doubt  of  any  of  the  truths  of  God,  I  greatly  diftruftthe 
44  reality  of  my  own  confent  and  compliance  with  his 
44  will."     Do  you  then  really  give  credit  to  all  the  truths 
of  God  refpefting  your  own  loft  condition,  and  the  only 
way  of  deliverance  from  it?  May  the  Lord  himfelfiiv 
creafe  your  faith ;  for  if  it  be  fo  indeed,  you  are  happy 
and  fafc.     Thefe  truths,  thefe  alone,  are  the  fure  founda- 
tion of  hope.     1  am  afraid  we  have  all  too  ftrong  a  teu- 
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j  to  look  for  fomc  encouraging  qualification  in  our. 
5,  on  which  we  might  more  fecurely  reft.  What  is 
?  Is  it  any  more  than  receiving  the  record  which 
hath  given  of  his  Son,  believing  the  teftimony  of  the 
tU  the  true  and  faithful  witnefs  ?  Is  not  your  peace 
reconciliation  with  God,  and  the  fan&ificatton  of  your 
res,  exprefsly  provided  for  in  the  all-fufficiency  of 
ft,  and  to  him  you  are  allured  that  you  muft  be  in- 
$d  for  both  ?  What  ftandeth  in  the  way  of  your  com* 
hen,  but  either  that  you  do  not  give  credit  to  the  pro* 

he  hath  made,  or  that  you  are  not  willing  that  he 
Id  do  it  for  you  ?  and  this  1  acknowledge  19  both  un- 
f  and  impenitence, 

Dmplain  therefore  no  more,  that  you  are  afraid  of 
(elves,  whilft  yet  you  pretend  to  have  the  higheft  ef- 

of  the  bleflings  of  redemption ;  on  the  contrary,  fay 

God  in  a  thankful  frame  of  fpirit, "  Glory  to  God  in 
;  higheft,  on  earth  peace,  and  good- will  towards  men. 
mufe  thee  for  this  meflage  of  peace.  I  think  I  fee,  in 
ne  meafure,  its  neceffity,  truth  and  beauty.  I  fee  it, 
ruft  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  is  the  fole  foundation  of 
r  hope.  I  renounce  every  other  claim  ;  nay,  I  abhor 
1  thoughts  of  any  other  claim  :  Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I 
mt  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
[ge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  fuffer- 

the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but  dung 
Lt  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him,  not  having 
ne  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
ilch  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs 
lich  is  of  God  by  faith.*  It  grieves  me  that  there  is 
:h  a  backwardnefs  in  me  to  give  glory  to  thy  name, 
d  to  be  indebted  to  the  riches  of  thy  grace.  Subdue 
r  obftinacy,  and  rule  by  thine  own  power.  Lord,  I 
ieve,  help  thou  mine  unbelief." 

•  Phil.  iii.  8- 

91.  I.  G  g 
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SECT.    VI. 

How  the  believer  recovers  peace  of  conscience* 

WE  have  now  feen  in  what  way  the  believer  is 
conciled  to  God,  and  delivered  from  condem 
tion.  It  will  not  be  improper,  however,  alio  to  confi 
how  he  recovers  peace  of  confidence,  and  how  his  h 
and  life  are  governed  in  his  after  walk.  This  will  ft 
more  fully  to  illuftrate  the  influence  and  operation  of 
truths  of  the  gofpel.  There  is  even  a  neceflity  for  dc 
fo  on  two  different  accounts :  i.  That,  as  has  been  fix 
above  at  confiderable  length,  every  true  penitent  is  dec 
and  inwardly  fenfible  of  the  evil  of  fin  in  itfelf.  He  is 
merely  afraid  of  wrath,  but  fees  the  impurity  and  poll 
on  of  his  own  heart.  Suppofing,  therefore,  will  the  ir 
ligent  reader  fay,  this  great  diftinclion  thoroughly  eftab! 
ed,  his  relief,  is  but  half  accomplifhed.  There  ma] 
no  more  condemnation  for  him  in  the  law  of  God,  for 
breach  of  which  fatisfa&ion  has  been  made  and  accept 
but  he  is  only  fo  much  the  more  liable  to  the  conden 
tion  of  his  own  confeience.  He  mud  dill  fuffer  the 
proaches  and  challenges  of  his  own  mind,  which  mak 
great  a  part  of  the  mifery  of  a  guilty  date. 

This  receives  additional  ftrength,  from  a  fecond  cc 
deration,  that  as  he  is  juftified  by  faith,  he  hath  peace  < 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift.  This  is  not  from  him 
and  may  be  thought  to  leave  him,  fo  to  fpeak,  in  poir 
ftate  and  chara&er,  in  point  of  pollution  and  defilem 
juft  as  before ;  nay,  the  extraordinary,  unfolicited,  ui 
ferved  grace  of  God,  may  be  thought  to  increafe  his 
condemnation,  and  fet  the  malignity  of  his  rebellio 
the  ftrongeft  light.  And,  indeed,  fo  far  this  is  true, 
the  free  grace  of  God  was  intended,  and  does  ferve,  to 
duce  a  growing  humiliation  of  mind  and  felf-abafeir 
as  well  as  an  admiration  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  J 
As  the  tendernefs  of  a  parent  is  an  image  which  God 
very  frequently  made  ufe  of,  to  fhadow  forth  his  own 
nite  compaffion,  I  will  borrow  from  it  an  illuftration  o 
two  remarks  juft  now  made.     Suppofe  any  child  ha 
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boded  a  parent  by  a  grofs  inftance  of  undutifal  behavior, 
or  which  he  hath  been  feverely  reproved,  and  for  fome 
ime  kept  at  a  diftance :  if  the  parent  forgives  him,  and 
cceives  him  again  into  his  favor,  does  not  his  being  thus 
ted  from  the  fear  of  fuffering,  leave  full  room  for  his  cob- 
ra at  the  offence  ?  And  does  not  a  fenfe  of  his  father's 
ve  melt  his  heart  more  for  having  grieved  fuch  a  parent, 
an  any  terror  upon  his  mind  for  the  punifhment  of  the 
ime  ?  He  is  immediately  covered  with  confufion ;  and 
there  be  in  him  any  fpark  of  ingenuity,  he  is  no  fooner 
igiven  of  his  father,  than  the  tide  of  his  affeftions  returns 
ick  with  full  force,  and  he  can  hardly  forgive  himfelfl 
But  notwithftanding  this,  as  Chrift  by  his  fufferings  and 
ath  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  to  come,  fo  by  the  flied- 
Qg  of  his  precious  blood,  the  heart  is  alfo,  as  the  fcrip. 
ve  exprefles  it,  fprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience.     On 
is  important  fubjedt,  which  leads  us  to  the  great  princi- 
es  of  the  fpiritual  life,  the  following  particulars  are  re- 
immended  to  the  ferious  attention  of  the  reader. 
i.  Through  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  whole  of  his  under- 
lying as  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  the  glory  and 
mor  of  God  is  moft  admirably  promoted,  and  a  perfedt 
paration  made  to  his  holy  law  which  had  been  broken, 
his  muft  needs  be  highly  pleafing  to  every  convinced 
iner.     As  the  juftice  of  God  is  thereby  fat  is  lied,  fo  con* 
ience,  which  is  God's  vicegerent,  and  as  it  were  pleads 
s  caufe,  is  fatisfied  by  the  fame  means.     The  ground 
a  finner's  diffatisfadtion  with  himfelf,  is  the  difhonor 
me  to  God.     Muft  it  not,  therefore,  pleafe  and  fatisfy 
in  to  fee  this  difhonor  fo  perfectly  removed,  and  fo  much 
the  divine  glory  fhining  in  the  work  of  redemption. 
U  the  divine  perfedlions  appear  there  with  diftinguifhed 
(Ire ;  and  muft  not  this  be  highly  refrefhing  to  the  par- 
ned  criminal  ?  The  very  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God, 
rich  before  were  terrible  to  him,  are  now  amiable.     He 
b  contemplates  and  adores  the  divine  wifdom,  as  it  is  to 
feen  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift.     We  are  told,  that  even  the 
eftial  hofts  have  new  difcoveries  of  the  wifdom  of  God 
this  great  defign  of  providence.     "  To  the  intent  that 
low  unto  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly  places, 
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u  might  be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold  wifdoW  a 
44  God."*  How  much  more  muft  the  interefted  believer 
with  peculiar  complacency,  approve  and  adore  it  ?  Bof^ 
above  all,  if  that  love  and  mercy  which  reigns  through  the 
whole  is  glorious  to  God,  muft  it  not  be  delightful  to  the 
Chriftian  ?  God  is  love  ;  and  his  tender  mercies  are  oter 
all  his  other  works ;  but  creating  and  preferving  goodneft 
are  fhaded  and  eclipfed  by  redeeming  love.  It  is  the 
theme  of  the  praifes  of  heaven,  where  Chrift,  as  the  objeft 
of  worfhip,  is  reprefented  as  appearing  u  like  a  Lamb  thrt 
4«  had  been  flain." 

2.  Believers  have  peace  of  confcience  through  Chrift, 
as  their  redemption  through  his  blood  ferves  for  their  own 
humiliation  and  felf-abafement,  for  the  manifeftation  of  the 
evil  of  fin,  and  the  vilenefs  and  unworthinefs  of  the  fin- 
ner.  Nothing  could  be  fo  well  contrived  as  the  do&rme 
of  the  crofs,  in  its  purity  and  fimplicity,  to  ftain  the  pride 
of  all  human  glory.  We  are  particularly  called  to  deny 
ourfelves,  and  to  derive  our  worth  and  ftrength  from  oar 
Redeemer,  in  whom  "  it  hath  pleafed  the  Father,  that  all 
"  fulnefs  fliould  dwell,"  and  from  whofe  fiilnefs  all  his 
difciples  muft  "  receive,  and  grace  for  grace."  No  hope 
of  mercy  but  through  him.  u  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth, 
"  and  the  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  bf 
"  me.,ff  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other:  for 
"  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among 
u  men,  whereby  we  muft  be  faved."J  No  accefs  to  the 
throne  of  grace  or  acceptance  in  worfhip,  but  through  him: 
44  In  whom  we  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  and  confidence 
44  through  the  faith  of  him.  |  And  whatfoever  ye  do  in 
14  word  or  deed,  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus, 
44  giving  thanks  to  God  and  the  Father  by  him."^  No 
hope  of  liability  in  duty,  of  ufefulnefs,  orholinefsof  con- 
verfation,  but  by  the  continued  exercife  of  faith  in  him. 
44  Abide  in  me,  and  I  in  you  ;  as  the  branch  cannot  betf 
4k  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine,  no  more  can 

«  Efrh.  ui.  10.     1  Jnhnxiv.  6.     J  Aftsiv.  12.     ||  Eph.  iii.  1»« 
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vpet  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
"tranches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  I  in  him,  the 
•fane  bringeth  forth  much  fruit ;  for  without  me  ye  can 
*A>  nothing/'* 

-Hard  fayings  and  humbling  do&rine  indeed !  But  this 
aappeafing  to  the  conference ;  for  as  confeience  condemns 
Dtas  guilty  and  undeferving,  this  condemnation  is  ratifi- 
ed in  every  particular  by  the  gofpel.  Thefe  very  circum- 
fences  in  this  do&rine,  which  provoke  the  hatred,  or  in- 
vite the  contempt  of  worldly  men,  do  but  fo  much  the 
more  endear  it  to  the  convinced  foul ;  and  he  fays  from 
the  heart,  "  It  is  highly  juft  and  reafonable  that  God  alone 
u  fliould  be  exalted,  and  that  he,  through  our  Redeemer, 
"  fliould  have  the  whole  praife  of  our  recovery  and  falva- 
"  tion."  Agreeably  to  this  it  will  be  found,  that  the  apof- 
tles,  in  celebrating  the  grace  of  God,  feldom  omit  an  ex- 
prefs  condemnation  of  themfelves,  and  a  renunciation  of 
all  merit  of  their  own,  which  indeed  in  every  paflage  on 
this  fubjedt  is  manifeftly  implied :  "  For  by  grace  ye  are 
"  laved,  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  yourfelves,  it  is 
h  the  gift  of  God :  not  of  works,  left  any  man  fhould  boaft : 
11  for  we  are  his  workmanfhip,  created  in  Chrift  Jefus  un- 
u  to  good  works,  which  God  hath  before  ordained  that  we 
a  fliould  walk  in  them.f  Whereof  I  was  made  a  minifter, 
u  according  to  the  gift  of  the  grace  of  God  given  unto  me, 
a  by  the  effectual  working  of  his  power.  Unto  me,  who 
u  am  lefs  than  the  leaft  of  all  faints,  is  this  grace  given, 
u  that  I  fhould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unfearcha- 
«ble  riches  of Chrift."t 

3.  Believers  have  peace  from  the  challenges  of  an  evil 
confeience,  through  Chrift,  as  they  have  an  abfolute  af- 
furance  of  being  delivered  from  the  power  of  fin,  and  ef- 
fc&ually  enabled  to  glorify  him  with  their  fouls  and  with 
their  bodies,  which  are  his.  This  muft  be  the  moft  earned 
defire  of  every  convinced  finner.  He  breathes  after  de- 
liverance from  the  bondage  of  fin :  the  more  he  hath  felt 
the  weight  of  his  chains,  the  more  he  longs  to  be  free. 
This  is  infeparable  from  genuine  convictions,  on  the  prin- 
ciples above  laid  down.     How  much  muft  it  contribute  to 

*  John  xv.  4,  5.     t  Eph*  ii*  8,  9,  10.     J  Eph.  iii.  7,  8. 
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compote  the  confeience,  to  know  that  this  defire  fha 
tainly  be  accomplifhed  ?  However  much  caufe  b 
have  to  condemn  himfelf  for  his  pad  provocations, 
dread  the  weaknefs  of  his  own  refolutions  of  future  ai 
ment,  he  knows  and  trufts  in  the  power  of  his  Rede 
He  knows  that  henceforth  he  (hail  not  ferve  fin,  tl 
dominion  (hall  be  gradually  broken  through  life,  ar 
tirely  deftroyed  at  death.  As  the  end  of  Chrift's  c< 
was  to  glorify  his  heavenly  Father,  he  knows  that  th 
ry  of  God  cannot  be  promoted  by  leaving  the  fmner 
the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  therefore  that  he  ft 
purified,  and  made  meet  to  be  a  "  partaker  of  the 
"  ritance  of  the  faints  in  light." 

If  we  look  with  care  and  attention  into  the  New ' 
ment,  we  (hall  perceive  that  there  is  a  clofe  and  n 
connexion  between  our  juftification  and  fan&ific 
and  that  both  are  reprefented  as  the  fruit  of  our  Re 
er's  purchafe  :  u  There  is  therefore  now  no  condi 
41  tion  to  them  that  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  nc 
41  the  flefli  but  after  the  Spirit  :  for  the  law  of  the 
u  of  life  in  Chrift  Jefus,  hath  made  me  free  from  tl 
44  of  fin  and  death  :  for  what  the  law  could  not  c 
14  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flefh,  God  fending  hi 
41  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  finful  flefh,  and  for  fin  cone 
44  ed  fin  in  the  flefh."*  All  the  bleffings  of  falvati 
reprefented  as  following  one  another  in  a  continued 
or  feries,  not  one  link  of  which  can  poflibly  be  br 
"  For  whom  he  did  foreknow,  he  alfo  did  predeftir 
44  be  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son,  that  he 
41  be  the  firft-born  among  many  brethren.  Mor 
44  whom  he  did  predeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called 
"  whom  he  called,  them  he  alfo  juftified;  and  wh 
%k  juftified,  them  he  alfo  glorified."!  There  is  a  cle 
and  purifying  virtue  in  the  blood  of  Chrift,  as  well 
infinite  value  in  the  vvay  of  purchafe  and  atonei 
11  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats,  and  the  ai 
u  an  heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean,  fan&ifieth  to  th 
%i  rifying  of  the  flefh  ;  how  much  more  fliall  the  bl 
%i  Chrift,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit  offered  1: 

*  Rom.  viii.  1,  2,3.         t  Rom.  viii.  29,  30. 
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ut  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  conference  from  dead 
;  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?"* 
\  but  real  Chriftians,  exercifed  in  the  fpiritual  life, 
e  value  or  neceflity  of  the  promifes  of  ftrength  and 
e  contained  in  the  fcriptures.  The  glory  of  their 
ler's  perfon,  fpoken  of  in  fo  magnificent  terms, 
the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  is  furveyed  by 
ith  the  mod  exquifite  delight.  The  power  and 
of  his  adminiftration  is,  to  them,  a  fource  ofun- 
le  comfort.  Under  him,  as  the  Captain  of  their 
if  they  c*  difplay  their  banners,"  and  go  forth 
daunted  courage  to  meet  every  oppofing  enemy, 
g  that  they  fhall  be  "  more  than  conquerors  through 
hat  loved  them."  Among  many  others,  fee  the 
lowing  paffages  :  "  O  Zion  that  bringeft  good 
;s,  get  thee  up  into  the  high  mountain :  O  Jerufa- 
that  bringeft  good  tidings,  lift  up  thy  voice  with 
;th,  lift  it  up,  be  not  afraid :  fay  unto  the  cities 
lah,  Behold  your  God.  Behold,  the  Lord  God 
ome  with  ftrong  hand,  and  his  arm  (hall  rule  for 

behold,  his  reward  is  with  him,  and  his  work  be- 
im.  He  (hall  feed  his  flock  like  a  fhepherd ;  he 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and  carry  them  in 
ofom,  and  (hall  gently  lead  thofe  that  are  with 
;.f — Fear  thou  not,  for  I  am  with  thee :  be  not 
yed,  for  I  am  thy  God  :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee, 
I  will  help  thee,  yea,  I  will  uphold  thee  with  the 
hand  of  my  righteoufncfs.  Behold,  all  they  that 
incenfed  againft  thee,  fhall  be  afhamed  and  con- 
ed :  they  fhall  be  as  nothing,  and  they  that  ftrive 
thee,  fhall  perifh.  Thou  (halt  feek  them,  and 
not  find  them,  even  them  that  contended  with 

they  that  war  againft  thee,  fhall  be  as  nothing, 
,s  a  thing  of  nought.  For  I  the  Lord  thy  God  will 
thy  right-hand,  faying  unto  thee,  Fear  not,  I  will 
hee."J 

Ix.  13,  14.     t  If*  xl.  9,  10,  11.     \  If.  xli.  10,  11,  12,  13. 
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SECT.    VU 

How  the  Christian  is  governed  in  his  daily  conversation. 

BEFORE  concluding  this  chapter,  I  fhall  fpeak  a  few 
words  of  the  principles  by  which  a  believer  is  #>• 
verned  in  his  after  obedience.  On  this  the  reader  may 
obferve,  that  a  change  in  his  whole  chara&er  and  condufi, 
immediately  and  neceffarily  takes  place.  The  love  of 
God  is  u  fhed  abroad  in  his  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghofi," 
and  is  the  commanding  principle  of  all  his  future  adions. 
It  conftantly  difcovers  its  influence,  except  in  fo  far  as  it 
is  refitted  and  countera£ted  by  the  remaining  ilruggles  of 
that  "**  law  in  his  members,  which  warreth  againft  the  law 
"  of  God  in  his  mind."  By  the  difcovery  which  he  balk 
obtained  of  the  real  nature  and  infinite  amiablenefs  of  God, 
his  will  is  renewed  ;  he  approves  the  things  that  are  ex- 
cellent, and  gets  fuch  an  impreffion  of  the  obligation  of 
die  law  of  God,  as  cannot  be  afterwards  effaced.  So  long, 
however,  as  he  continues  under  a  load  of  unforgiven  guilt, 
and  fees  every  perfedlion  of  God  armed  with  terror  againft 
himfelf,  there  can  be  little  elle  than  flavifh  fear :  but  when 
he  hears  a  gracious  prom  He  of  pardon ;  when  on  examin* 
ingthe  evidence,  his  doubt  and  uncertainty  is  removed; 
when  he  fees  the  righteous  ground  on  which  this  forgive- 
nefs  is  built,  he  lays  hold  of  it  as  his  own,  and  is  united 
to  God  by  unfeigned  love.  This  love,  though  weak  in 
its  meafure,  is,  notwithftanding,  perfect  in  its  nature,  and 
therefore  powerful  in  its  influence  ;  being  at  once  a  love 
of  efteem,  of  gratitude,  and  of  defire. 

The  love  of  God  is  the  fi rll  precept  of  the  moral  law, 
and  the  firfl:  duty  of  every  intelligent  creature  ;  but  it  is 
eafy  to  fee,  that  unlefs  our  love  is  fixed  upon  the  true  God, 
it  is  fpurious  and  unprofitable  :  and  unlefs  the  true  God 
is  feen  in  "  the  face  of  Jefus  Ghrilt,"  for  any  finner  to 
love  him  is  impoffible  :  but  through  the  glorious  gofpel, 
the  new  nature  is  effedtually  produced,  and  cannot  be  pro- 
duced in  any  other  way.  It  is  Chrilt  Jefus  who  reveals 
to  us  the  true  God,  the  knowledge  of  whom  we  had  loft* 
"  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  the  only  begotten 
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pinch  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  be  hath  de- 
him."*  It  is  he  who  makes  our  peace  with  God, 
1  had  offended  by  our  tranfgrcffioii6 ;  for  **  being 

1  by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God  through  our 
efus  Chrift."!  And  it  is  he  who  reconcileth  our 
God,  by  difcovering  his  mercy  to  us ;  fo  that  he 
]]  fay  of  himfelf,  "  I  am  tf>e  way,  and  die  truth, 

2  life ;  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  bjr 

it  eafily  fhew,  that  the  love  of  God  is  the  fource, 
and  the  perfection  of  holinefs.  All  other  duties 
flow  from  it ;  nay,  all  other  duties  are  nothing 
le  neceflary  expreflions  of  it.  But  inftead  of  en- 
to  a  particular  detail,  fuffer  me  only  to  obfetve 
things ;  Firtl,  that  a  believer  is  under  the  coa- 
lence  of  gratitude  to  God ;  and,  fecondly,  That 
tdes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  produce,  the  moll 
id  fervent  love  to  all  his  fellow-creatures. 
Deliever  is  under  the  conftant  influence  of  grati- 
od,  and  that  not  of  a  common  kind.  It  is  not 
lankfulnefs  to  a  bountiful  and  liberal  benefeftor, 
es  which  have  not  been  deferved,  but  a  deep 
^ligation  to  a  Saviour,  who  loved  him,  and  wafh- 
1  his  own  blood  from  the  guilt  he  had  contracted ; 
I  him  by  his  own  death  from  the  dreadful  penal- 
he  had  incurred.  What  the  influence  of  this 
we  may  gather  from  the  Words  of  the  apoftle 
"or  the  love  of  Ghrift  conftraineth  us,  becaufe  we 
Ige,  That  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead  ; 
t  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which  live  fhould  not 
>rth  live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  which 
r  them,  and  rofe  again. 

ot  immediately -drop  this  fobjeft,but  intreat  the 
obferve  how  deeply  a  fenfe  of  redeeming  love 
ngraven  on  the  heart  of  every  believer.  On  how 
■cumftances  will  he  expatiate,  which  ferve  to 
he  grace  of  God,  and  point  out  the  force  of  his 
gations  ?     The  infinite  greatnefs  and  glory  of 

ohn  i.  18.         f  Rom.  v.  \.        \  John  xiv.  6. 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  (hould  have 
companion  on  the  guilty  (inner,  and  fay,  "  Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom." 
O,  how  piercing  thole  rays  of  love,  which  could  reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  ofthofe  fini 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  nv 
member  them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"that  hefpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
"  us  all."  How  (hall  we  fufEciently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  lad  conflict,  and 
"  make  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crols  ?"  And  (hall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections  ? 

To  all  this,  I  fhall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  pafl«l  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoftle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
V  us  again  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefined,  and 
"  that  fadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thete  circum- 
fiances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  pad  conduct, 
mud  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
"  have  me  to  do !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  fraall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 

•  \  Pet.  i.  3,  4. 
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*  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
u  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
u  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
tt  fible  way  to  fhew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
u  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  lincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow- crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  u  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
the  "  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
practical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

in  order  to  take  a  ihort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral claffes  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Chriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  moil  da- 
ring offences,  infpircs  the  moft  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  eiiher  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  fhew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inftrudting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undifturbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpedt  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  tin- 
ners. Their  conduft  leads  him  to  reflect  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Giriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  fliould  ban 
companion  on  the  guilty  tinner,  and  fay,  "Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  foil  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  of  thole  fini 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  re- 
member them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"that  hefpared  not  his  own  Ton,  but  delivered  him  up  fix 
"  us  all."  How  (hall  we  fufBciently  wonder  at  the  bound, 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  laft  conflict,  and 
"  make  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  (hall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections  ? 

To  all  this,  I  (hall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  vefiel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  paffed  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thank  (giving, 
"  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
'*  us  again  by  the  refurrection  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
"  that  fadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  pad  conduct, 
mufl  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
"  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  final!  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  I  knew  by 
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"  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
44  do  tbee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  ami  put 
u  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 

*  fible  way  to  fhew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 

*  loved  me," 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow- crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
the  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
practical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
willi  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

in  order  to  take  a  Ihort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral claffes  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Chriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  moil  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  moft  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ftiew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inlirudling  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undifturbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpedt  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  fin- 
ners.  Their  condutt  leads  him  to  reflect  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  eameftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Chriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  fliould  hare 
companion  on  the  guilty  linner,  and  fay,  "  Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranibm." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  .reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  of  thofe  fini 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  «- 
member  them  before,  as  expoGng  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"  that  he  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
"  us  all."  How  (hall  we  fufEciently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfJon  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  laft  conflift,  and 
"  make  a  fliew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  (hall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affe&ions  ? 

To  all  this,  I  lhall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  palled  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Bleffcd  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
V  us  again  by  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
"  that  fadeth  notaway."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  paft  conduct, 
muft  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thoa 
"  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  fmall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  I  knew  by 
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"  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
44  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
u  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 

*  fiWe  way  to  fhew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 

*  loved  me," 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
tlie  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
praftical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  luch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

In  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral clafies  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Ghriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  moll  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ftiew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inftrudting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nifhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undifturbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpedt  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  Tin- 
ners. Their  conduft  leads  him  to  refleft  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Ghriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  ihould  but 
companion  on  the  guilty  firmer,  and  fay,  "Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  iofes  fight  of  thofe  fim 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  htm  to  re. 
member  them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  ferv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"that  hefpared  not  his  own  Ton,  but  delivered  him  up  fet 
"  us  alt."  How  mail  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  bound. 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
be  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  laft  conflict,  and 
"  make  a  Ihew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  (halt  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections .' 

To  all  this,  I  (hall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  palfed  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apofile  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  JefusChrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
'*  us  again  by  the  refurre&ton  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefined,  and 
"  that  fadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
flances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  pad  conduft, 
mull  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
"  have  me  to  do !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  froall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 
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"  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
u  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
*  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
41  fible  way  to  ihew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
44  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fecond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
the  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
practical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

In  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral clafles  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Chriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  mod  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ihew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inllrufting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undiliurbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  proipett  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  tin- 
ners. Their  condu&  leads  him  to  refledt  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Chriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  mould  ban 
companion  on  the  guilty  tinner,  and  fay,  "Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  light  of  thofe  fim 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him.*'  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  re- 
member them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confcfs  and  record  them,  as  (erv- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
■"  that  he  fpared  not  his  own  Ton,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
"  us  all."  How  fhail  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  lafl  conflict,  and 
"  makea  fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  fhall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affecYions  ? 

To  all  this,  I  fhall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  pa{Ted  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
'.'  us  again  by  the  refurrection  of  Jefus  Chxifl  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
"  thatfadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  paft  conduct, 
mufl  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
"  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
'•  fmall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 
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•rhat  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
fible  way  to  ihew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
ce  the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
res.  As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
:ond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
onfs  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
id  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
e  4i  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
kowledge,  that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
a&ical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
ill  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
deeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
>  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 
in  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
diftinguiih  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
l  clafles  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
ve  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
e  Chrift ian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ig  offences,  infpires  the  mod  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
very  and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
will  ihew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
ty  ;  in  infiru&ing  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
ftiing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
r  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
idifturbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
(in,  and  having  a  profpett  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
oved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  fin- 
ivs.  Their  conduft  leads  him  to  refledt  upon  the  de- 
cavity  of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
lay  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 
He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
other ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  iincerely, 
:  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
ivy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Ghriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-i'ufficient,  that  he  fhould  hare 
companion  on  the  guilty  firmer,  and  fay,  "Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfom." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  .reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  of  thofe  fim 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  tore. 
member  them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  lov- 
ing to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"  that  he  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  fat 
"  us  all."  How  Qiall  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  lad  conflict,  and 
"  make  a  fhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  .'"  And  (hall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections  ? 

To  all  this,  I  fhall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  pafled  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  BlefTed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
"  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
"  us  again  by  the  refurreftion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undented,  and 
"  thatfadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  pail  conduft, 
mud  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
"  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
"  fmall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 
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(( what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
u  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
*  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
u  fible  way  to  ihew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
u  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
tiie  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
pra&ical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  fufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

In  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguifh  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral clafles  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Ghriftian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  molt  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  fdlvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ihew  it  (elf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inflrufting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undiiturbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpett  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  Tin- 
ners. Their  conduft  leads  him  to  refledt  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  iincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Ghriftian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fuflicient,  that  he  fhould  ban 
com  paffion  on  the  guilty  (inner,  and  fay,  "  Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranforo." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  .reach 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  light  of  thofe  fun 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
"  fet  before  him."  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  it- 
member  them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  fery- 
ing  to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
"  that  be  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  far 
"  us  all."  How  fhall  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenGon  of 
the  Son,  when  we  refleft  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  "  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree." 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  laft  conflict,  and 
"  makealhew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  lhalt  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections .' 

To  all  this,  I  (hall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  veflel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  pailed  his  preparatory  trials.  How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
"  Blefled  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
■'  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
"  us  again  by  the  refurreclion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
"  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefined,  and 
"  that  fadeth  not  away."*  Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  part  conduft, 
mull  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou. 
"  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  feme 
"  fmali  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 
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('  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
u  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
u  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
■  fible  way  to  ihew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
41  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.  We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  u  like"  unto  the  firft; 
and  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
tiie  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."  Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
pra&ical  religion.  But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  lufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
willi  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 

in  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguiih  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral claflcs  of  bad  men  and  good.  As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Chrift ian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  mod  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  fdlvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ihew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inlini&ing  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
nilhing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
uodiiiurbed  accefs.  The  believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpett  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  fin- 
ners.  Their  conduft  leads  him  to  refledt  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  iincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Ghriiiian,  more  than 
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God,  independent  and  all-fufficient,  that  he  fhould  harc 
companion  on  the  guilty  finner,  and  fay,  "  Deliver  him 
"  from  going  down  into  the  pit ;  I  have  found  a  ranfora." 
O,  how  piercing  thofe  rays  of  love,  which  could  retch 
from  the  Godhead  to  man !  To  this  he  will  never  fail  to 
add  his  own  unworthinefs,  his  numerous,  aggravated, 
repeated  provocations.  He  never  lofes  fight  of  thofe  fins 
which  firft  compelled  him  to  fly  for  refuge  "  to  the  hope 
44  fet  before  him.M  His  own  intereft  obliged  him  to  re- 
member them  before,  as  expofing  him  to  condemnation, 
and  he  is  now  willing  to  confefs  and  record  them,  as  far- 
ing to  illuftrate  the  divine  mercy. 

And  let  us  never  forget  the  unfpeakable  gift  of  God, 
44  that  he  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered  him  up  for 
4(  us  all."  How  fhall  we  fufficiently  wonder  at  the  bound- 
lefs  mercy  of  the  Father,  and  the  infinite  condefcenfion  of 
the  Son,  when  we  reflect  upon  his  incarnation,  and  on 
the  aftonifhing  end  of  his  appearance  in  our  nature,  that 
he  might  u  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree/' 
Did  he  overcome  all  his  enemies  in  his  lad  conflict,  and 
u  make  a  {hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in 
"  his  crofs  ?"  And  fhall  he  not  alfo,  by  the  fame  means, 
reign  in  his  people's  hearts,  and  be  the  fovereign  Lord  of 
all  their  affections  ? 

To  all  this,  I  fhall  only  add  that  glorious  inheritance, 
which  is  provided  for  every  "  vefiel  of  mercy,"  after  he 
hath  paffed  his  preparatory  trials.     How  well  may  we  join 
with  the  apoflle  Peter  in  this  folemn  form  of  thankfgiving, 
44  Bleffed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
*4  which,  according  to  his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
44  us  again  by  the  refurre&ion  of  Jefus  Chrift  from  the 
44  dead,  to  an  inheritance  incorruptible  and  undefiled,  and 
44  thatfadeth  not  away."*     Now,  when  all  thefe  circum- 
fiances  are  confidered  by  the  believer,  together  with  fuch 
as  may  be  peculiar  to  himfelf  and  his  own  pad  conduft, 
mufl  he  not  be  ready  to  cry  out,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  thou 
44  have  me  to  do  !  O  that  I  knew  how  I  might  repay  fome 
44  fmall  part  of  my  infinite  obligations !  O  that  1  knew  by 
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tf  what  means,  or  at  what  expence  I  might  magnify  and 
u  do  thee  honor !  Write  thy  laws  in  my  heart,  and  put 
"  them  in  my  inward  parts,  and  enable  me  in  every  pof- 
*  fible  way  to  ihew  that  I  love  thee,  becaufe  thou  haft  firft 
11  loved  me." 

2.  This  plainly  includes  in  it,  and  will  certainly  pro- 
duce the  mod  fincere  and  fervent  love  to  his  fellow-crea- 
tures.    As  love  to  God  is  the  firft,  fo  love  to  man  is  the 
fccond  commandment  of  the  moral  law.     We  have  our 
Lord's  own  authority  for  faying  it  is  "  like"  unto  the  firft; 
tod  that  love  which  "  worketh  no  ill  to  his  neighbour"  is 
the  u  fulfilling  of  the  law."     Every  one  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  love  to  man  is  an  important  branch  of 
pra&ical  religion.     But  many  great  pleaders  for  this  duty 
do  not  lufficiently  attend  to  its  infeparable  connexion 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  in  particular,  with  a  fenfe  of 
redeeming  love,  or  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift :  Yet  is  there 
no  fuch  principle  of  univerfal  love  any  where  to  be  found  ? 
In  order  to  take  a  fhort  view  of  this,  it  will  be  proper 
to  diftinguiih  our  brethren  of  mankind  into  the  two  gene- 
ral claffes  of  bad  men  and  good.    As  to  bad  men,  the  fame 
love  to  God,  the  fame  concern  for  his  glory,  which  fills 
the  Chrift ian  with  grief  and  indignation  at  their  mod  da- 
ring offences,  infpires  the  mod  ardent  defire  for  their  re- 
covery and  falvation.  This  is  the  only  love  to  them  which 
is  either  acceptable  to  God  or  profitable  to  themfelves. 
It  will  ihew  itfelf  in  all  the  offices  of  kindnefs  and  huma- 
nity ;  in  inllrufting  them  where  there  is  ability,  admo- 
niihing  them  where  there  is  opportunity,  and  in  pleading 
for  them  at  the  throne  of  grace,  to  which  there  is  always 
undifturbed  accefs.     The   believer,  knowing  the  danger 
of  fin,  and  having  a  profpett  of  approaching  eternity,  is 
moved  with  compaflion  for  blind  and  inconfiderate  tin- 
ners.    Their  conduft  leads  him  to  refledt  upon  the  de- 
pravity of  his  own  nature,  and  earneftly  to  pray,  that  they 
may  be  partakers  of  divine  grace. 

He  that  loveth  God  is  under  little  temptation  to  hate  his 
brother ;  or  rather,  in  fo  far  as  he  loveth  God  fincerely, 
he  is  under  none  at  all.  Hatred  commonly  arifeth  from 
envy  and  rival  purfuits.     But  a  Ghriftian,  more  than 
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Jktisfied  with  his  own  portion,  hath  no  occafion  to  eroy 
others,  either  what  they  poffefe  or  profecute.  In  what  t 
contemptible  light  does  he  look  upon  the  honors,  riches 
and  pleafures,  about  which  there  is  fo  violent  a  ftruggte 
among  worldly  men  ?  It  is  impoflible,  therefore,  that  he 
Ibould  hate  thofe  who  do  not  interfere  with  him,  though  in 
many  cafes  he  is  difpofed  heartily  to  pity  their  folly  and 
delufton. 

Nay,  the  matter  does  not  even  reft  here,  for  the  Chrifti- 
an  is  laid  under  the  rrioft  exprefs  command  to  u  love  his" 
perfonal  "  enemies,  to  blefs  them  that  curfe  him,  to  pray 
44  for  them  who  defpitefully  ufe  him  and  perfecute  him.19 
This  is  the  glory  of  the  gofpel,  which  gives  the  do&rine 
of  Chrift  a  luftre  far  fuperior  to  the  moil  admired  fyftems 
of  human  virtue.  And  however  hard  a  faying  it  may  ap- 
pear at  firft  view,  when  we  confider  the  character  and 
hopes  of  a  penitent  fmner,  and  the  example  of  his  expi- 
ring Saviour,  it  hath  nothing  ftrange  or  incredible  in  it  at 
all :  That  he,  who  expefts,  from  the  free  grace  of  God, 
pardon  for  his  innumerable  and  aggravated  offences,  ftiould 
be  ready  to  forgive  the  far  {lighter  trefpafles  of  his  brethren 
ftgainft  himfelf.  Or  rather,  that  he  fhould  take  the  highefl 
pleafure,  and  think  it  his  honor  to  do  fo,  when  he  remem- 
bers his  Redeemer's  dying  words,  "  Father,  forgive  them, 
44  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

As  to  good  men,  there  is  no  manner  of  difficulty  :  they 
are  united  together  by  the  tendereft  and  the  llrongelt  ties, 
and  love  one  another  with  a  pure  heart  fervently.  It  wa* 
no  wonder,  that  when  Chriitianity  was  in  a  perfecutec 
ftate,  the  heathens  ftiould  make  the  remark,  u  Behold  hoa 
44  thefe  Chriftians  love  one  another  !"  They  had  a  com 
mon  character,  a  common  Saviour,  common  fuflerings 
and  common  hopes.  And  inuft  it  not  be  the  fame  full 
for  44  all  that  will  live  godly  in  Chrift  Jefus  mull  fuffer  pel 
•*  fecution."  If  they  are  not  perfecuted  with  the  fwordi 
they  Ihall  be  perfecuted  with  the  tongues  of  men.  The 
have  the  (trongeft  motives  to  love  one  another,  and  n< 
thing  to  divide  them,  for  there  can  be  no  rivallhip  or  je; 
loufy  between  thofe  who  pofTefs  or  court  the  "  true  rid 
"es."     There  is  enough  in  an  all-fufficient  Cod  to  fatisl 
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it  defines  of  all  bis  faints  ;  and  they  being  intimately 
nrited  to  the  one  only  living  and  true  God,  muft  of  con- 
fluence be  united  to  one  another.  This  is  the  tenor  of 
their  Saviour's  interceflbry  prayer :  "  That  they  all  may 

*  be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ;  that 
t  they  alio  may  be  one  in  us :  that  the  world  may  believe 

*  that  thou  haft  fent  me.  And  the  glory  which  thou  gaveft 
u  me,  1  have  given  them :  that  they  may  be  one,  even 

*  as  we  are  one.  I  in  them,  and  thou  in  me,  that  they 
u  may  be  made  perfect  in  one,  and  that  the  world  may 
u  know  that  thou  haft  lent  me,  and  haft  loved  them  as 
"  thou  haft  loved  me.91* 


CONCLUSION. 

T  SHALL  now  clofe  this  difcourfe  with  fome  practical 
I  improvement  of  thefe  important  truths.  Several  re- 
flexions have,  indeed,  already  been  interwoven  with  the 
particular  branches  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the  light  which  they 
throw  on  other  parts  of  religion  pointed  out.  I  fliall, 
therefore,  at  this  time,  only  make  a  few  obfervations  up- 
on the  whole,  and  proceed  to  a  ferious  addrefs  to  all  my 
readers  on  this  molt  interefting  fubjeft.     And, 

ift,  From  the  various  truths  above  eftabliflied,  and  the 
order  in  which  they  have  been  opened,  we  may  fee  the 
mdiffoluble  connexion  between  falvation  by  the  grace  of 
God,  and  holinefs  in  heart  and  converfation.  We  may 
fee  their  equal  importance  and  their  influence  upon  one 
another.  There  are  many  who  attempt  to  divide  thofe 
things  which  God  hath  infeparably  joined.  Many  infill 
only  on  the  duties  of  the  law  of  God  and  our  natural 
obligations  to  obedience  ;  and  are  hardly  brought  to  any 
mention  of  the  rightcoufnefs  ofChrift,  as  the  ground  of  a 
inner's  acceptance  before  God.  Nay,  fome  fcruple  not 
:o  affirm  that  the  doftrineof  juftification  by  free  grace,  or 

*  John  xvii.  21,  22,  23. 
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u  come  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord."*     But  the  fiirafr 
does  not  fi>  properly  forfake  fin  in  order  to  come  to  Chrift, 
as  he  flies  to  him  for  deliverance  from  its  condemning1 
guilt  and  enflaving  power.     He  is  fo  far  from  coming  to : 
God  with  a  gift  in  his  hand,  even  of  his  own  prayers  and 
penitential  tears,  that  his  convi&ions  continue  to  follow" 
him,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  through  every  lurking  place,  till  lie 
is  entirely  fubjedted,  till  he  is  ftript  naked  and  bare,  and 
deprived  of  every  fhadovv  of  excufe.     Then  it  is  that  lit 
vation  through  a  defpifed  crucified  Saviour  becomes  un- 
fpeakably  amiable  in  all  it  parts,  fin  becomes  more  per- 
fectly hateful,  and  an  affured  profpeft  is  obtained  of  its  im- 
mediate mortification,  and,  in  due  time,  of  its  entire  and 
complete  deftruttion.    Thus  faith  and  repentance  are  in- 
volved in  one  another,  they  produce,  and  are  produced 
by  one  another.     They  may  be  treated  of  diftin&ly,  bet 
they  cannot  exift  feparately.     So  that  whenever  any  of 
them  is  found  alone,  or  Hands  independent  of  the  other, 
that  very  thing  is  a  fufficient  evidence  that  it  is  falfe  and 
fpurious. 

3-  From  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjedt,  we  may 
be  enabled  to  judge  what  are  the  fundamental  and  effential 
do&rines  of  the  gofpel,  to  which  all  others  are  but  fubordi- 
nate  and  fubfervient.  Regeneration,  or  the  New  Birth, 
we  are  warranted  to  fay,  after  the  example  of  our  Saviour, 
is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  falvation :  "  Except  a  man  be 
*k  born  again,  he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God.'1  If 
any  man,  therefore,  depart  from  this  truth,  he  makes  fliip- 
wreck  of  the  faith,  and  will  at  lad  be  found  to  fight  againft 
God.  It  is  alfo  plain,  that  the  reconciliation  of  a  firmer 
to  God  mud  be  through  the  blood  of  the  atonement : 
"  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid, 
"  which  is  Jefus  Chrift."f  If  any  man  hold  by,  and 
build  upon,  this  great  foundation,  he  (hall  be  finally  ac- 
cepted, though  many  things  may  be  found  in  him  juftly 
blame-worthy.  Nor  is  it  eafy,  indeed,  to  fay  what  degree 
of  error  and  mifapprehenfion  concerning  thefe  truths 
thcmfelves,  may  be  confident  with  abiding  by  the  fub- 

*  Afts  iii.  19.        f   *  Cor.  iii.  11* 
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knee.  But  certainly  all  who  direttly  and  openly  oppofc 
em,  may  be  faid  "  to  bring  in  damnable  heretics,  evca 
denying  the  Lord  that  bought  them,  and  to  bring  upon 
themfelvcs  fwiftdeflruftion."* 
This  may  teach  us,  what  judgment  Chriflians  ought  to 
urm  of  the  many  parties  and  faftions  which  divide  the 
ifible  church.  There  may  be  fmaller  differences,  which 
eep  tliem  afunder  on  earth,  while,  in  faith  and  in  love 
)  an  unfeen  Saviour,  they  are  perfectly  united.  We  are 
M  that  God  (hall  gather  his  elett  from  the  four  winds, 
od  that  "  many  fhall  come  from  the  eaft  and  weft,  and 
fhall  fit  down  with  Abraham,  and  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  in 
the  kingdom  of  heaven."-)-  1  always  think  with  much 
leafure  on  the  perfect  union  of  this  great  and  general  af* 
imbly  of  the  church  of  the  firft  born.  Then,  all  other 
iftin&ions,  all  other  defignations,  fhall  be  abolifhed,  and 
ttfe  fhall  make  one  pure  and  unmixed  fociety,  who  have 
sceived  u  a  white  ilone  and  a  new  name,"  and  "  whofe 
names  are  written  in  the  Lamb's  book  of  life."  The 
rofpeft  of  this  fhould  keep  us  from  immoderate  refent* 
lent,  at  prefent,  againft  any  of  whom  we  have  realbn  to 
link  that  they  hold  the  foundation,  are  acquainted  with 
ral  and  practical  religion,  or  have  had  experience  of  a 
tving  change. 

No  man,  indeed,  can  deny  it  to  be  juft,  that  every  one 
tould  endeavor  to  fupport  that  plan  of  the  difcipline  and 
>vernment  of  the  church  of  Chnft,  and  even  the  minuteft 
irts  of  it,  which  appear  to  him  to  be  founded  upon  the 
ord  of  God.  But  Hill  found  dottrine  is  more  to  be  ef- 
smed  than  any  form.  Still  we  ought  to  confider  the  ex- 
Hence  of  every  particular  form,  as  confining  in  its  fitnefs 
promote  or  prefcrve  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  and  to 
rry  on  a  work  of  illumination,  conviction,  and  conver. 
>n,  to  the  faving  of  the  foul.  Would  any  Chriiiian  fliew 
it  he  is  of  a  truly  catholic  difpofition,  let  him  difcover  a 
eater  attachment  to  thofe  even  of  different  denominati- 
is*  who  feem  to  bear  the  image  of  God,  than  to  profane 
srfons,  be  their  apparent  or  pretended  principles  what 

*  2  Pe;.  ii.  1.         t  Matt.  viii.  11. 
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they  will.  Let  us  pay  fome  regard  to  other  diftinfttons, 
but  (till  the  greateft  regard  to  the  moll  important  of  all  dif- 
tin£tions,  that  of  faints  and  tinners. 

4.  As  this  great  diftindtion  divides  the  whole  human 
race,  and  is  fo  very  important  in  its  confequences,  let  me 
earneftly  intreat  every  one  who  perufeth  this  treatife,  to 
bring  the  matter  to  a  trial  with  regard  to  himfelf.  Anfwcr 
this  queftion  in  ferioufnefs,  Whether  do  you  belong  to  the 
one  clafs  or  the  other  ?  We  are  dropping  into  the  grave 
from  day  to  day,  and  our  ftate  is  fixed  beyond  any  poffi- 
bility  of  change.  What  aftonifhing  folly  to  continue  in 
uncertainty  whether  we  fhall  go  to  heaven  or  hell,  whe- 
ther we  fhall  be  companions  of  angels,  or  affociates  with 
blafpheming  devils,  to  all  eternity.  Nothing,  therefore, 
can  be  more  falutary,  than  that  you  make  an  impartial 
fearch  into  your  prefent  charatter  and  ftate.  If  you  have 
ground  to  conclude  that  you  are  at  peace  with  God,  what 
an  unfpeakable  fource  of  joy  and  confolation  ?  If  odier* 
wife,  there  is  no  time  to  lofe  in  haft'ening  from  the  brink 
of  the  pit.  May  I  not  with  fome  confidence  make  this 
demand  of  every  reader,  that  he  would  fet  apart  fome  time 
and  apply  with  vigour  and  earneftnefs  to  the  duty  of 
felf-examination  ?  Is  not  this  demand  reafonable  ?  What 
injury  can  you  fuffer  by  complying  with  it :  Will  confci- 
ence  permit  any  to  continue  unreproved  in  the  negleft  of 
it  ?  Have  you  read  fo  much  on  the  fubjcft  of  regeneration, 
and  are  you  unwilling  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it  ?  Let  every 
one,  without  exception,  take  up  or  renew  this  grand  en- 
quiry, u  Am  I  in  Chrift  ?  That  is,  am  I  a  New  Creature 
44  or  not  ?  Am  1  a  child  of  God  ?  or  do  I  dill  continue  au 
"  heir  of  hell  ?" 

5.  As  it  is  more  than  probable  there  will  be  fome  read- 
ers who  are,  or  have  reafon  to  fufpeft,  themfelves  unre- 
newed, I  would  now  conic  as  an  ambafTador  from  Chriftf 
and  endeavor  to  negociate  peace.  Wherefore  u  as  though 
"  God  did  befeech  you  by  me,  I  pray  you  in  Ghrift's 
"  ftead,  be  ye  reconciled  unto  God/'*  While  I  attempt 
this,  I  defire  to  do  it  under  a  juft  impreflion  of  the  great 

*  2  Cor  v.  20. 
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principal  truths,  which  have  been  illuftrated  on  this 
£t,  I  know  that  this  change  is  a  work  of  the  Holy 
t  of  grace ;  that  he  only  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out 
1  unclean ;  that  without  his  effe&ual  bleffing,  the 
eft  and  mod  conclufive  reafoning  direded  to  the  un- 
ending, the  moil  warm  and  pathetic  application  to  the 
:ions,  will  be  altogether  fruitlefs.  I  know  that  great 
*al  abilities  are  often  perverted  and  abufed,  that  the 
left  reafon  in  worldly  things,  and  the  mod  brutifh 
in  matters  of  eternity,  are  often  joined  together.  That 
may  be  learned  fcholars,  eminent  politicians,  aftive 
hams,  fkilful  tradefmen,  and  yet  blinded  tinners, 
n  no  inftru&ion  can  enlighten,  whom  no  warning 
darm.  But  I  know  and  believe,  at  the  fame  time, 
Sod  f*  whom  I  ferve  with  my  fpirit  in  the  gofpel  of 
Son,"  is  able  to  make  "  his  word  quick  and  power* 
,  (harper  than  a  two-edged  fword,  piercing  even  to  the 
iding  afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  and  of  the  joints  and 
irrow,  and  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of 
?  heart."*  There  is  an  exprefs  appointment  that  the 
ed  (hall  u  receive  warning,"  and  in  this  way  alone 
ratchman  can  "  deliver  his  own  foul."  It  is  alfo  a- 
ible  to  reflect,  that  when  God  giveth  u  a  door  of  ut- 
ance,"  he  is  alfo  often  pleafed  to  give  u  a  door  of  faith," 
h  I  pray  may  be  the  cafe  with  many  who  read  this  dir- 
ts, for  Chrifi's  fake. 

rt  me,  therefore,  repeat  in  your  ears  this  truth,  and 
God  Almighty  by  his  Spirit  carry  it  to  your  hearts, 
*  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  enter  into 
:  kingdom  of  God."  Every  child  of  Adam,  by  na- 
is  at  enmity  with  God,  and  muft  either  be  renewed 
e  fpirit  of  his  mind,  or  perifli  eternally.  It  is  of  no 
rquence  what  you  are  as  to  outward  ftation,  if  you  are 
econciled  to  God  ;  it  is  of  no  confequence  what  you 
is  to  outward  profeffion,  if  you  are  not  inwardly 
ged.  God  is  no  refpetter  of  perfons,  and,  therefore, 
her  you  are  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor,  whether  you 
f  one  denomination  of  Chriftians  or  another,  if  you 

*  Ileb.  iv«  12. 
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have  not  been  the  fubje&s  of  a  renewing  and  ian&ifying: 
wotk  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  you  are  children  of  wrath,  and;-, 
if  you  die  in  that  condition,  muft  "  pro  away  into  everlafc 
"  ing  punilhment."     To  refleft  ferioufly  but  for  a  far 
moments  on  this  truth,  and  that  every  one  of  us  is  To  deep* 
ly  concerned  in  it,  one  would  think  might  be  fufficient  to 
alarm  us  all,  either  for  ourfelves  or  for  others,  or  for  both. 
Who  could  imagine  that  this  weak  flcfh,  fo  frail  in  its  na- 
ture, and  fo  eafiiy  taken  to  pieces,  fhould  yet  fo  harden 
us  againft  the  im predion  of  approaching  eternity  :  But  if 
there  any  hope  of  relief?  Yes  there  is,  and  that  as  univer- 
fal  as  the  danger.     The  com  million  is  unlimited,  u  Go 
u  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  eveiy" 
u  Creature."* 

In  order  to  make  this  exhortation  the  more  diftinft  tnd; 
effe£tual,  1  {hall  endeavor  to  addrefs  it  in  a  particular  and: 
feparate  manner  to  the  following  clafies :  The  Rich  and 
the  Poor ;  the  Young  and  the  Old ;  the  Self-righteous  and 
the  Chief  of  Sinners. 

1  would  preach  the  everlafting  gofpel  to  the  Rich  and 
Affluent,  on  whom  (as  the  world  choofes  to  exprefs  it)  for- 
tune fmiles,  who  are  well  and  plentifully  fupplied  with 
every  prefent  conveniency.  The  prophet  Jeremiah,  in 
trying  the  fuccefs  of  his  meflage,  fays,  "  I  will  get  me  un- 
44  to  the  great  men,  and  will  fpeak  unto  them."j-  It  is, 
indeed,  a  matter  of  no  fmall  difficulty  often  to  perfuade 
fuch  to  hear  the  truths  of  the  gofpel.  Let  them  not  be  of- 
fended while  I  mention  the  words  of  our  blefied  Saviour, 
44  Verily  1  fay  unto  you,  that  a  rich  man  ftiall  hardly  en- 
44  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  And  again,  4i  I  fay 
44  unto  you,  it  is  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go  through  the  eye  of 
44  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the  kingdom 
44  of  God."j;  When  the  world  is  pleafant  and  inviting, 
it  is  ready  to  ingrofs  our  attention,  to  poffefs  our  efleem, 
and  to  attradl  our  homage.  Worldly  grandeur  is  very 
ready  to  infpire  the  mind  with  pride  and  felf-fufficiency, 
which  is,  of  all  other  things,  the  moft  deftru&ive  of  real 
religion,  and  which  is  particularly  oppoflte  to  the  hum- 

•  Mark  svi.  15.        t  Jer.  v.  5.        J  Matt.  xix.  23,  24. 
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bfing  and  felf- abating  doctrine  of  falvation  by  grace.  The 
great  and  fefhionable  world  is  ftill  in  danger  of  the  offence 
of  idle  crofs.  Denying  themfelves,  bearing  profane  fcorn, 
mortifying  the  flefli,  loving  and  following  a  crucified  maf- 
ter,  are  hard  leffons,  indeed,  to  men  of  wealth  and  afflu- 
ence. 

But  fufler  me  to  warn  all  fuch,  not  to  "  truft  in  uncer- 
atain  riches."  Place  not  your  happinefs  in  fo  unftable 
a  pofieffion.  How  ftrong,  as  well  as  how  juft,  the  wife 
man's  cxpreffions !  "  Wilt  thou  fet  thine  eyes  upon  that 
u  which  is  not :  for  riches  certainly  make  themfelves 
14  wings,  they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven,"*— 
Behold,  T  preach  the  gofpel  to  you,  and  offer  you  the  true 
riches.  However  pride  may  make  you  fondly  flatter 
yourfelves,  however  your  greatnefs  or  wealth  may  deter 
others  from  treating  you  with  plainnefs  and  fincerity,  you 
are  finners  of  the  race  of  Adam,  you  are  loll  in  him  by 
nature,  you  are  tranfgrefibrs  in  practice,  and  liable  to  di- 
vine wrath,  from  which  there  is  no  (belter  but  in  the 
blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  but  a  very  little  time  that  your 
Worldly  greatnefs  can  endure.  Death  (hall  write  vanity 
on  all  created  glory  ;  and  nothing  elfe  (hall  fcreen  you 
from  the  wrath  of  the  Almighty  Judge  inihe  laft  and  great 
day.  There  the  rich  and  the  poor,  the  *prifoner  and  the 
oppreflbr,  (hall  (land  upon  a  level  before  the  Maker  of 
them  all.  Embrace  then,  while  you  may,  the  mercy  of 
God.  Put  on  the  fpotlefs  robe  of  your  Redeemer's  righte- 
oufnefs,  and  value  it  more  than  purple  and  fine  linen, 
or  the  mod  coftly  attire.  Seek  the  bread  of  life  which 
came  down  from  heaven,  and  value  it  more  highly  than 
the  mod  fumptuous  and  delicate  fare.  Be  not  afhamed  of 
a  crucified  Saviour.  Endure  with  a  noble  firmnefs  the 
difdainful  fmiles  of  a  fcoffing  world.  O !  how  amiable  is 
the  union  of  high  ftation  and  piety,  honor  and  humility, 
wealth  and  fclf-denial,  with  a  refolute  profeffion  of  the 
gofpel !  Blefled  is  the  memory  of  Jofeph  of  Arimathea,  an 
honorable  man,  and  a  counfellor,  who  boldly  begged,  and 
honorably  interred  the  body  of  our  Lord,  after  it  had  been 

*  Prov.  xxiii.  5. 
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crucified  at  the  in  (ligation  of  corrupt  priefts,  and  pierced 
by  the  inhumanity  of  brutal  foldiers.  May  the  Lord  Go* 
of  nature  blefs  and  increafe  your  fubftance,  and  mate 
every  thing  you  do  to  prof  per,  but  in  his  mercy  deliver* 
you  from  defpifing  the  gofpel,  dying  impenitent,  and  lift* 
ing  up  your  eyes  in  torments. 

2.  Let  me  preach  this  gofpel  to  the  Poor.  It  was  die" 
glory  of  the  gofpel  that  it  was  preached  to  the  Poor,  and 
given  by  our  Saviour  himfelf  as  one  of  the  marks  of  the 
Meffiah's  arrival,  that  "the  gofpel  was  preached  to  rife 
"  Poor."  Very  fuitable  was  this  to  their  itate,  good  news 
were  brought  to  them  in  their  dilirefs.  But  think  not, 
my  brethren,  that  your  being  poor  is  enough  of  itfelf.  Br 
may,  indeed,  preferve  you  from  many  temptations  to 
which  the  rich  are  expo  fed,  and  it  ought,  one  would  think, 
to  conftrain  you  to  feek  to  be  rich  towards  God.  But, 
alas !  this  is  not  always  the  cafe,  and,  when  it  is  other- 
wife,  how  does  it  make  every  confiderate  heart  bleed  with 
compaffion  and  tendernefs !  (> !  unhappy  they  who  are 
both  poor  and  profane,  miferable  in  time  and  miferabkto 
eternity,  defpifed  on  earth,  and  outcafts  forever,  Pitia- 
ble  cafe  indeed  ! 

But  docs  not  the  Saviour  of  finners  befeech  you  to  be 
reconciled  unto  God.  He  intreats  you  to  come  unto  him  . 
that  ytfu  may  have  life.  He  regardeth  not  the  perfons  of 
men,  but  values  a  precious  immortal  fpirit  as  much  in  a 
mean  cottage  as  in  a  fplendid  palace.  Your  rags  and  na- 
kednefs  can  be  no  hindrance  to  your  obtaining  his  favor. 
He  counfels  you  "  to  buy  of  him  gold  tried  in  the  fifCi 
44  that  you  may  be  rich ;  and  white  raiment,  that  you  may 
44  be  clothed."  But  O  !  conficler  that  you  are  naturally 
much  more  loathfome  by  fin  than  by  poverty.  Humble 
yourfelves  deeply  in  the  fight  of  God.  Fly  for  refuge  to 
lay  hold  of  the  hope  fet  before  you.  Accept  of  a  free  par- 
don of  all  your  fins  through  the  blood  of  Chrilt,  and  of 
his  Holy  Spirit  to  enable  you  to  love  and  ferve  him.  Re- 
joice in  your  portion  as  all-fufficient  and  full,  and  in  the 
covenant  of  peace,  as  44  ordered  in  all  things,  and  fure." 
Go  in  the  fpirit  of  adoption  to  your  reconciled  Father  in 
Chrift,  and  alk  of  him  your  daily  bread.     Do  not  envy 
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profperity  of  others  ;  fince  it  is  not  material  whether 
fiiall  live  in  plenty  and  deep  on  a  bed  of  down,  or 
in  ftraits  and  lie  on  a  dunghill,  compared  to  what 
i  become  of  you  forever.  But,  above  all,  be  not  fo 
1  as  to  envy  tinners  an  unfanctified  profperity.  Rather, 
nyou  fee  a  man  of  opulence  defpifing  the  fabbath,  or 
■  a  wretch  in  a  gilded  chariot  profaning  his  Creator's 
le,  be  ready  to  fay,  u  Shall  I  complain  of  poverty, 
hen  my  Lord  and  mailer  had  not  where  to  lay  his 
sad  ?  No,  let  me,  on  the  contrary,  blefs  that  adverfity 
hich«caufed  me  to  confuler.  Let  me  be  very  thankful 
rthat  humble  Ration  which  gives  me  accefs  to  corn- 
union  with  God,  and  does  not  walie  my  time  with 
ouds  of  company.  Who  knoweth  whether  1  fhould 
ive  retained  my  integrity,  if  1  had  been  conftantly  fur- 
unded  with  profane  gaiety,  fwimming  in  pleafure, 
:Geged  by  flatterers,  folicited  by  fcnfualills,  befct  with 
mptations  ?  O  that  I  may  be  pofleffed  of  the  pearl  of 
eat  price,  reconciled  to  God,  united  to  Curift,  adorned 
ith  Divine  grace,  and  that  I  may  be  my  Redeemer's 
his  fecond  coming." 

.  I  would  preach  the  gofpd  to  thofe  who  are  but  yet 
le  Morning  of  life.  This  is  the  moll  plcafatit  and 
*ful  part  of  a  minilter's  work.  Happy  are  you,  my 
Children,  who  have  been  fo  early  called  into  God's 
yard,  but  infinitely  more  happy,  if  you  are  inwardly 
fully  determined  to  comply  with  the  call.  1  befeecii 
'*  Remember  your  Creator  in  the  clays  of  your  youth, 
hile  the  evil  days  come  not,  nor  the  years  draw  nigh, 
hen  you  (hall  fay  you  have  no  pleafure  in  them.M# — 
ly  piety  is  exceeding  lovely  in  the  eyes  of  the  fober 
of  mankind,  highly  acceptable  to  God,  and  will  be 
litely  profitable  to  yourfelves.  Be  not  enticed  with 
leceitful  promifes  and  falfe  pretences  of  worldly  en- 
lents,  which  are  fo  ready  to  inflame  your  paffions, 
fo  warmly  folicit  your  love.  Believe  the  teilimony 
1,  without  exception,  who  have  gone  before  you,  and 
:  left  this  record  written  on  created  comforts,  that 

*  Ecclcf.  xii.  l. 
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they  are  "  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpiriL"  Believe  0, 
you  have  entered  on  a  world  of  fin  and  forraw.     YflN 

may  feel  the  early  (Hrrings  of  corruption  in  yourfclvci, 
and  fee  its  manifeft  and  manifold  fruits,  both  in  yon* 
felves  and  others.  Alas  !  are  there  not  fome  young  pec 
fons  who  learn,  as  their  firfl  language,  to  blafpheme  tbeir 
Maker's  name  i  Many  children  who  cannot  work,  arc 
expert  in  finning.  Alas !  your  hearts  are  naturally  fat 
from  God.  You  "  go  aftray  as  foon  as  you  are  born, 
"  fpeaking  lies." 

Be  perfuaded,  therefore,  to  fly  to  the  blood  of  Chrifi, 
the  precious  blood  ofChrift,  "who  loved  you,  and  gait 
"  himfelf  for  you."  He  died  upon  the  crofs  to  fave  yea 
from  the  hell  which  you  have  deferved  by  your  fins ;  and 
he  gracioufly  invites  you,  faying,  *'  Suffer  the  little  cUL 
"  dren  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of  fuck 
"  is  the  kingdom  of  God."*  BlefTed  are  thofe  children, 
wlio,  like  their  Saviour,  advance  in  wifdom  as  in  ftature, 
and  "  in  favor  with  God  and  man."  Let  young  perfim 
in  general  remember,  as  they  are  growing  up,  that  all  the 
early  opportunities  of  inflruction  which  they  have  enjoy* 
ed,  efpecialty  fuch  as  have  been  brought  up  under  the  in- 
fpe&ion  of  pious  parents,  will  greatly  aggravate  their  guilt, 
if  they  continue  to  defpife  thein.  For  this  reafon  forae,  I 
with  I  could  not  fay  many,  are  old  in  fin,  when  they  are 
hut  young  in  years.  Wherefore,  without  further  delay, 
betake  yourfelves  to  God  in  Chrifi ;  learn  and  love  yoar 
Redeemer's  name,  and  let  the  life  that  you  live  in  the  flefh, 
be  a  lite  of  laiih  on  the  Son  of  Go,]  and  only  Saviour  of 
the  world.  Your  early  entrance  on  a  religious  life  will 
make  you  regular,  titabl  idled,  ufeiul,  fruitful  Chrifiiant, 
If  you  are  to  continue  long  in  the  world,  it  will  greatly 
.-.ontribute  to  the  fweetnefs  and  ferenity  of  life  ;  and  if  it 
be  the  will  of  God  that  you  iliould  die  foon,  it  will  make 
you  meet  for  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  lijrht.  There 
is  fomething  very  terrible  in  the  death  (often  the  unex* 
peeled  death)  of  young  perfons,  in  the  bloom  or  middle  of 
Hie,  plunged  in  fenfuality,  inflamed  with  lull,  and  bent 
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on  fin  of  every  kind.  But,  blcfled  be  God,  there  are  alfo 
fome  agreeable  inftances  of  young  faints  quickly  ripened 
by  divine  grace,  thoroughly  mellowed  by  early  affliction, 
refigning  the  world,  not  with  fubmiffion  only,  but  pleafure, 
and  taking  wing  to  a  land  of  reft  and  peace,  where  "  the 
44  inhabitants  fhall  not  fay,  I  am  fick  :"  and  "  the  people 
"  that  dwell  therein  fhall  be  forgiven  their  iniquity. "* 

4-  I  mud  now  preach  the  gofpel  to  thofe  who  are  Old, 
who  having  gone  through  many  viciffitudes,  are  perhaps 
tottering  upon  the  brink  of  the  grave,  and  drawing  near  to 
"  the  houfe  appointed  for  all  living."  And  I  do  it  becaufs 
my  office  obliges  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to  every  creature. 
There  is  but  little  pleafure  in  addreffing  fuch,  becaufe 
there  is  but  little  hope  of  fuccefs.  May  I  not  fuppofe, 
that  fome  one,  or  more,  may  be  led  to  perufe  this  difcourfe, 
who  have  many  years  refilled  the  calls  of  die  gofpel,  and 
have  been  long  accuftomed  to  do  evil.  What  caufe  have 
you  to  admire  the  mercy  of  God,  that  you  are  not  now 
"  in  the  lake  which  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone  for  ever- 
u  more  ?M  Have  you  not  followed  many  of  your  equals 
in  age  to  the  church-yard,  and  committed  their  bodies  to 
the  duft  ?  What  preparation  have  you  made,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  reprieve  allowed  you,  and  the  admonition? 
given  you  ?  Hear  then,  once  more,  the  joyful  found:  Be- 
lieve in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God,  that  you  may  have 
life  through  his  name.  Fly  to  his  blood,  that  you  may 
obtain  the  forgivenefs  of  your  fins,  and  an  inheritance  a- 
mong  them  who  are  fandtified.  He,  and  none  elfe,  is  able 
to  deliver  you.  Cry  to  him,  that  he  may  breathe  upon 
the  dry  bones,  and  they  fhall  live.  Though  you  are  hard- 
ened in  profanity,  diough  you  are  befotted  in  fenfuality, 
though  earthly-mindednefs  has  overfpread  you  like  a  lep- 
roly,  his  right-hand  and  his  holy  arm  will  get  him  the  vie-, 
tory.  He  is  able  to  create  you  anew  unto  good  works ; 
and,  as  you  are  already  monuments  of  his  patience  and 
forbearance,  to  make  you  to  eternity  the  happy  monu- 
ments of  his  fovereign  and  almighty  grace.  Is  there  now 
any  remaining  objeftion  ?  Is  there  yet  any  room  for  far- 

If.  xxxiii.  24. 
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ther  delay  ?  Hath  not  time  fhed  its  hoary  hairs  upon  yoor. 
heads,  and  drawn  its  furrows  upon  your  brows  ?  Make 
hafte  then,  and  fly  for  your  lives,  leit  you  lie  down  in  for- 
row,  and  make  your  bed  in  hell. 

5.  Let  me  preach  the  gofpel  to  the  Self-righteous.  By 
the  felf-righteous,  I  mean  thofe  who  truft  in  an  outward, 
lifelefsform  of  duties,  in  a  character  formed  upon  worldly 
prudence,  and  a  few  of  the  mod  common  offices  of  civi- 
lity between  man  and  man ;  efpecially  thofe,  if  any  fuch 
have  perfifted  in  reading  this  difcourfe  to  the  clofe,  who 
defpife  the  do&rines  of  the  grace  of  God.  Do  any  of  yon 
lean  to  the  fafhionable  fcheme  of  irreligious,  pretended  ' 
morality ;  and  when  you  are  at  liberty,  treat  the  do&rine 
of  free  grace,  and  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  and  merit,  with 
contempt  and  fcorn.  As  the  full  foul  loatheth  the  honey- 
comb, fo  the  felf-righteous  foul  fpurns  at  the  riches  of  di- 
vine mercy,  and  likes  not  the  inceffant  repetition  of  the 
name  of  Chrift.  Your  guilt  is  of  the  darkell  and  deepeft 
dye.  Your  danger  it  is  impoffible  to  conceive  or  exprcfs. 
What  views  have  you  in  drawing  near  to  a  holy  God  in 
folemn  worfhip  ?  Or  what  meeting  do  you  expeft  with 
Gcd,  when  he  litteth  upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs  in  the 
day  of  judgment  ?  Do  you  ever,  though  in  the  flighted 
manner,  make  confciencc  of  the  duty  of  felf-examination? 
May  I  not  have  fome  hold  of  you  by  that  quarter  ?  What 
fatisfa&ion  have  you  in  your  own  hearts  ?  Dare  you  tdl 
us  now  what  pafles  there?  O  the  power  of  felf-deceit!  You 
would  be  covered  with  confufion,  did  but  the  world  know 
the  foul  pollution  that  lodges  within  you  :  how  much  lefs 
fiiall  you  be  able  to  (land,  the  tiritt  and  impartial  judgment 
of  the  great  Searcher  of  hearts  ? 

Do  but  open  the  book  of  God,  and  what  page  will  not 
condemn  you  ?  This  fentence  Hands  uncancelled  againft 
you,  u  Curfed  is  every  one,  that  continueth  not  in  all 
"  things  that  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them. 
"  Out  of  your  own  mouths  will  you  be  judged,  ye  wick- 
"  ed  fervants.  Thou  that  makeft  thy  boaft  of  the  law, 
"  through  breaking  the  law,  difhonoreft  thou  God  ?w 
Bring  forth  your  boafted  morality,  and  let  it  be  put  to 
the  trial.    Will  you,  or  dare  you  fay,  "  I  have  loved  the 
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i  with  all  my  heart,  with  all  my  foul,  with  all  my 
],  and  with  all  my  ftrength  ?"  Will  you  fay,  I 
wed  his  worfhip,  and  ferved  him  in  public,  in  my 
,  and  in  fecret,  and  I  hope  he  will  accept  of  it  ?  I 
[  am  authorifed  to  anfwer  in  his  name,  "  Was  it 
hipping  me  to  be  finging  pfalms  with  your  mouths, 
not  once  remembering  their  meaning  ?  to  be  think- 
Df  an  hundred  vain  things  when  you  were  in  the 
b  of  God  ?  To  be  praifing  without  thankfulnefs, 
effing  without  for  row,  and  alking  bleflings  without 
ing  them  ;  and  to  be  more  attentive  to  the  faces  and 
es  of  others  around  you,  than  to  the  frame  of  your 

hearts  ?  Was  it  hearing  my  word,  to  be  criticifmg 
Rile  and  manner  of  the  fpeaker,  and  laying  hold, 

the  utmofl  eagcrnefs,  of  every  improper  motion  or 
iofen  expreffion,  as  a  fund  of  entertainment  for  your- 
;s  and  your  companions  over  your  cups  and  bowls  ? 
lo  you  call  your  carelefs,  halty,  drowfy  prayers,  with 
;  intermiflions,  worftiipping  me  in  fecret  ?" 

perhaps  you  will  father  choofe  to  truft  to  the  duties 
fecond  table,  and  what  you  owe  to  your  neighbour, 
ps  you  will  fay,  I  have  been  honeft  in  all  my  deal- 
and  never  wronged  any  man :  nay,  I  have  been 
nd  charitable,  have  dealt  my  bread  to  the  hungry, 
ipplied  die  wants  of  the  afflifted  and  poor.  I  anfwer, 
name  of  God,  u  Many  have  been  your  defe&s  even 
befe  duties  ;  but  fuppofing  it  to  be  fo,  you  have  not 
sd  me.  It  might  be  from  pride,  from  fear  of  cen- 
,    from  prudence  ;    but  it  was  not  in  obedience  to 

for  1  was  not  in  all  your  thoughts.  Was  it  your 
?  to  your  neighbour,  to  make  a  mock  at  his  fins,  to 

him  into  intemperance,  to  defpife  him  in  your 
ts,  and  ridicule  him  in  your  converfation  ?"  In 
ord,  do  but  examine  all  your  "  rightcoufneffes," 
will  "  be  found  as  filthy  rags  before  God."  Truft 
.  fuch  a  4C  refuge  of  lies." — The  bed  is  fhorter  than 
a  man  can  ftretch  himfclf  on  it,  and  the  covering 
ower  than  that  he  can  wrap  himfelf  in  it."*  Be- 
t,  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other  than  in  Chrift. 

*  If.  xxviii.  20. 


264  A  Practical  Treatise 

* 

His  atoning  blood  will  reconcile  you  to  God :  his  grace 
and  love  will  captivate  your  fouls :  his  holy  and  bleflied 
Spirit  will  write  his  laws  in  your  hearts.  Believe  in  him, 
and  you  will  be  more  holy  than  aver,  and  yet  (land  aflo- 
nifhed  at  your  profane  and  blind  pride  and  vanity.  He 
will  create  in  you  a  clean  heart,  and  you  will  then  blufli 
at  the  thoughts  of  your  remaining  pollution.  You  will 
apply  yourfelves  to  his  fervice  with  zeal  and  diligence, 
and  yet  flill  fay  you  are  unprofitable  fervants.  One  view 
of  the  crofs  of  Ghrift  will  make  fin  more  odious  than  a 
thoufand  fine  descriptions  of  the  beauty  of  virtue,  which 
commonly  ferve  only  to  nourifh  and  fortify  the  pride  of 
man.  If  ever  you  defire  to  fee  the  face  of  God  in  mercy, 
or  to  dwell  in  his  prefence,  believe  in  Chrift,  for  there  is 
no  other  way  to  the  Father. 

6.  In  the  laft  place,  fuffer  me  to  preach  the  gofpel  to 
the  Chief  of  finners.  It  is  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer,  that 
he  faves  "  to  the  uttermoft  all  that  come  to  God  by  him." 
The  dignity  of  his  perfon,  the  greatnefs  of  his  fufferings, 
and  the  infinite  value  of  his  atonement  founded  on  both, 
makes  him  "  mighty  to  fave."  Let  fuch  finners  attend  to- 
this,  who  are  without  excufe,  whofe  hearts  have  been  a 
fink  of  the  greateft  impurity,  whofe  lives  are  ftained  with 
the  fouleft  and  grofleft  crimes,  whofe  fins  have  been  nu- 
merous and  heinous,  and  fcandalous ;  who  have  no  plea 
to  offer,  but  are  fenfible  that  they  have  juflly  merited  the 
wrath  of  God  in  its  utmoft  rigor.  Let  fuch  attend  to  this, 
as  are  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  a  righteous  judgment, 
and  faying,  u  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 

44  the  living  God. Men  and  brethren,  what  (hall  we 

44  do  ?M  Behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  mercy  un~ 
merited,  pardon  unfolicited,  a  full  and  free  remiflion  of 
all  your  fins.  "  I  have  blotted  out  thine  iniquities  as  a 
14  cloud,  and  as  a  thick  cloud  thy  fins :  return  unto  me, 
44  for  I  have  redeemed  thee."  Receive  this  teftimony,  and 
44  fet  to  your  feal  that  God  is  true." 

Think  not  to  do  injury  to  the  grace  of  God,  by  weaving 
a  felf-righteous  cobweb,  and  refufing  to  believe,  till  yott 
have  laid  down  fome  rules  of  a  new  life,  and  effedled  fom* 
partial  reformation,  as  if  you  would  firft  fave  yourfelves, 
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f ou  may  be  fit  for  falvation  by  Chrift.  Thcfc  hopes 
bon  be  dalhed  in  pieces.  Faith  in  the  imputed  righte- 
fs  of  Chrift  is  the  finner's  only  plea.  The  more  vile 
ire  in  your  own  appreheniion,  the  more  need  you 
"  to  put  on  Chrift."  The  fubfequent  change  of  heart 
tra&ice  mull  be  the  effeft  of  his  power,  is  a  part  of 
urchafe,  and  ought  to  be  received  as  his  gracious  gift. 
I  will  ventnre  to  foretel,  that  you  will  make  the 
*r  progrefs  in  true  holinefs,  the  le&  you  are  difpofed 
Ul  of,  or  to  truft  in  it. 

lis,  I  apprehend,  is  the  gofpel  itfelf,  ftiled  in  fcrip- 
with  the  higheft  propriety,  the  u  gofpel  of  the  grace 
5od."  "  Chrift  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but 
lers  to  repentance."  If  you  will  rely  on  him  for  fal- 
1,  he  will  fhed  abroad  the  love  of  God  in  your  hearts 
» Holy  Ghoft,  which  will  be  a  powerful  and  operative 
iple  of  new  obedience.  I  befeech  you,  therefore, 
5  mod  earned  manner,  not  to  reje£t  the  counfel  of 
againft  yourfelves.  Nothing  can  be  more  liberal,  or 
gracious,  than  the  offer  of  the  gofpel :  "  I  will  give 
aim  that  is  athirft  of  the  fountain  of  the  water  of  life 
•iy."  There  is  no  fin  of  fo  deep  a  dye,  or  fo  infefti- 
.  (lain,  but  the  blood  of  Chrift  is  fufficient  to  walh  it 
There  is  not  any  flave  of  Satan  fo  loaded  with  chains, 
e  is  able  to  fet  him  free.  If  you  perifh,  it  is  of  your- 
5.  I  have  given  you  warning,  from  a  fincere  and 
it  concern  for  your  everlafting  intereft ;  and  may 
himfelf,  for  Chrift's  fake,  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  effeau- 
perfuade  you  to  comply  with  it. 


[    »67    ] 


Note  op  the  Editor. 

[Dr.  Wither  spoon  published  a  separate  volume  of  Sermons  on  the 
leading  truths  of  the  gospel,  with  the  design  of  forming  some- 
thing like  a  connected  fyftem  of  these  truths.  The  sermons 
that  were  thus  published  are  kept  together  in  this  edition  of  his 
vorks*-—Thej  begin  with  the  discourse  that  immediately  foU 
lows,  on  Rom.  Hi*  23  ;  and  end  with  that  entitled  "  Otcdicnc$ 
"and  Sacrifice  compared."] 
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SERMON  l. 


ROMANS  iii.  23. 

For  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of  God. 

THE  whole  revelation  of  the  will  of  God  to  mankind, 
both  in  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  proceeds 
upon  the  fuppofition  that  they  are  finners ;  that  is  to  fay, 
tranfgrefTors  of  his  law,  and  liable  to  the  itroke  of  his  jui- 
tice.  This  only  can  give  meaning  to  the  dottrine  of  re- 
demption. None  can  underftand,  at  lead  none  can  relifli 
or  embrace  it,  unlefs  they  believe,  and  are  perfuaded  of 
this  preliminary  truth. 

What  I  have  now  faid,  appears  from  many  exprefs 
paflages  of  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  is  particularly  evident 
from  the  general  drain,  and  from  the  very  flrudture,  of 
the  epiftle  to  the  Romans.  In  it  the  apoftle,  who  had  ne- 
ver been  at  Rome,  gives  a  full  and  particular  account  of 
the  do&rine  of  Chrift ;  and  he  lays  the  foundation  fortius 
by  a  diftinft  and  laboured  proof,  that  all  mankind,  both 
fews  and  Gentiles,  are  under  sin.  In  imitation  of  his  tx- 
ttnplc,  I  intend  to  begin  my  difcourfes  on  practical  religi- 
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on,  by  endeavoring  to  imprefs  your  minds  with  a  fenfe  of 
'the  fame  truth.  This  mull  lead  the  way  to  the  faving 
knowledge  of  the  Redeemer  ;  and  as  he  only  can  build 
fecurely,  who  takes  care  that  every  part  of  the  fuperfiruc- 
ture  reft  immediately  or  ultimately  upon  the  foundation, 
it  is  as  necefiary  to  be  remembered  by  faints,  as  to  be  re- 
ceived by  finners. 

It  may  perhaps,  on  a  flight  view,  appear  to  be  fuper- 
fluous.  *  All  mankind,'  fome  will  fay,  4  are  ready  to  ac- 
•*  knowledge  that  they  are  finners ;  and  there  is  great  tea- 
*  fon  to  believe  they  are  fincere  in  this  confeflion.'  But, 
my  brethren,  a  little  reflection  may  convince  you,  that 
this  general  acknowledgment  is  cither  very  infincere,  or 
very  Imperfeft  and  defective.  It  is  plainly  a  light  fenfe 
of  fin  that  enables  the  multitude  to  fleep  in  fecurity.  It  is 
plainly  a  light  fenfe  of  fin  that  betrays  men  into  the  com- 
million  of  it,  and  emboldens  them  to  continue  in  it.  It 
is  plainly  a  light  fenfe  of  fin  that  blunts  the  edge  of  all  the 
ihreatenings  in  the  word  of  God,  and  the  admonitions  of 
his  providence.  Is  it  not  from  a  light  fenfe  of  fin,  that 
when  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  is  not  wholly  defertcd, 
its  ineftimable  truths  are  received  without  thankfulnefs, 
and  heard  without  profit  ? 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  propofe,  through  the  affiftance  of 
divine  grace,  todifcourfe  a  little  on  the  words  of  the  apof- 
tle  now  read  :  "  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  fhort  of  the 
u  glory  of  God :"     And,  in  fo  doing,  fhall 

i.  Endeavor  to  confirm  the  truth  contained  in  them, 
That  all  mankind  are  finners,  or  tranfgrefibrs  of  the  law 
of  God,  and  liable  to  his  righteous  judgment.     And, 

2.  Shall  make  a  practical  improvement  of  the  fubjeft. 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  confirm 
the  truth  contained  in  the  text,  That  all  mankind  are  fin- 
ners, or  tranfgreflbrs  of  the  law  of  God,  and  liable  to  his 
righteous  judgment.  And  here,  my  brethren,  it  puts  me 
a  little  to  a  (land,  in  what  manner  to  handle  this  impor- 
tant fubjeft ;  whether  in  the  way  of  re«tfon  or  affedtion; 
whether  in  the  way  of  cool  and  conclufive  arguments  di- 
rected to  the  judgment,  or  pointed  interrogatories  dirtfc 
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d  to  the  confcience.  Many,  nay,  innumerable,  are  the 
cavils  that  have  been  brought  by  men  of  corrupt  minds 
again  ft  this  fundamental  truth.  The  father  of  lies,  indeed, 
leems  to  confider  it,  and  juftly,  as  the  corner-ftone  of  true 
religion,  which,  if  he  is  able  to  weaken  or  undermine,  it 
muft  end  in  the  fall  and  ruin  of  the  whole  fabric.  If  there 
be  any  among  you,  as  poflibly  there  are,  infe&ed  with  the 
poifon  of  infidelity,  all  exhortation  and  warning  will  be 
:reated  by  fuch  with  diidain,  while  their  objections,  how- 
ever weak,  have  not  been  brought  into  view.  On  the 
xher  hand,  there  are  multitudes  of  fmners  borne  away  by 
uft  and  paffion,  who  are  incapable  of  underflanding  the 
brce  of  fpeculative  reafoning,  and  who  have  an  unhappy 
endency  to  overlook,  as  what  does  not  concern  them, 
tvcry  thing  that  is  treated  in  that  way.  I  ffiali  be  obliged, 
Jierefore,  to  have  an  eye  to  both  :  and  oh  !  that  it  may 
pleafe  God  to  enable  me  fo  to  propofe  to  the  judgment,  and 
b  to  prefs  upon  the  confcience,  this  neceffary  truth,  as 
that  fome  carelefs  perfons  may  be  awakened,  and  brought 
[0  an  attention  to  the  one  thing  needful ;  and  that  if  any 
have  hitherto  taken  up  with  imperfedt  notions  of  religion, 
and  built  their  hope  upon  the  land,  they  may  be  perfuad* 
ed  in  time  todiftruft  that  dangerous  fituation,  and  to  found 
it  upon  the  Rock  of  ages. 

For  the  reafon  above  affigned,  it  is  difficult  to  determine, 
what  ufe  is  to  be  made  of  fcripture-teftimony  on  fuch  a 
lubjeft.  The  charge  of  guilt  upon  the  finncr,  feems  to  be 
only  preparatory  to,  and  muft,  as  it  were,  pave  the  way 
for  the  reception  of  fcripture-truths.  If  the  teftimony  of 
God  in  fcripture  is  to  be  refted  on,  this  one  paflage  is  fuf- 
ficient ;  but  the  unbelieving  heart  is  ready  to  challenge, 
and  call  in  queftion  every  fuch  fcripture-declaration.  I 
find  the  worthy  author  of  a  well-know  catcchifm.  com- 
monly ufed  in  the  inftrudtion  of  children,  joins  together 
fcripture  and  experience,  in  the  anfwer  to  that  queftion, 
14  How  do  you  know,  that  you  are  born  in  a  (late  of  fin 
u  and  mifery  ?"  Anf.  "  God's  word  tells  me  fo.  Befides, 
'  I  find  my  heart  naturally  backward  to  that  which  is  good, 
•  and  prone  to  that  which  is  evil."  After  this  example, 
ind  conitdering,  that  by  the  law  is  tht  knowledge  of  fin, 

Vol.  I.  L  1 
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we  fhall  not  feparate  them  ;  the  rather,  that  God  is  abler© 
make  his  own  word,  even  in  the  bare  repetition  of  it,  quick 
and  powerful ',  Heb.  iv.  12.  In  the  further  illuitration 
of  this  head,  therefore,  I  {hall,  firft  briefly  lay  before  you 
fome  of  the  fcripture-declarations  on  this  fubject;  and, 
Secondly,  confirm  them  from  experience,  the  vifible  flale 
of  the  world,  and  the  teftimony  of  our  own  hearts. 

Firft,  Allow  me  to  lay  before  you  fome  of  the  fcripture- 
declarations  on  this  fubjedt.  And  that  I  may  avoid  band- 
ling  the  fubjett  fyftematically,  and  tedioufly,  I  join  toge- 
ther original  and  a£tual  fin.  Every  one  who  is  able  to 
underftand  what  I  fay,  is  concerned  in  both  :  and  indeed 
they  are  infeparable  the  one  from  the  other.  The  deplo- 
rable wickednefs  in  which  the  world  in  general  is  over- 
whelmed, hath  flowed  in  a  continued  ftream  from  the  firft 
fin  of  Adam  ;  and  the  finfulnefs  of  every  perfon's  prac- 
tice has  the  corruption  of  his  nature  as  its  fruitful  fource. 
See  the  account  given  of  the  world,  Gen.  vi.  5.  4C  And  • 
*4  God  faw  the  wickednefs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earth, 
44  and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart 
44  was  only  evil  continually."  This  you  may  compare 
with  Gen.  viii.  21.  "  And  the  Lord  laid,  1  will  not 
M  again  curfe  the  ground  any  more  for  man's  fake ;  for  the 
"  imagination  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth." 

See  alfo  the  confeflion  of  David,  Pfal.  li.  5.  4i  Behold, 
44  I  was  fliapen  in  iniquity ;  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  con- 
44  ceive  me."  In  this  the  Pfahmft  plainly  and  clearly 
teaches  the  original  and  univerfal  corruption  of  our  na- 
ture. What  he  afierts  concerning  himfelf,  mull  be  equally 
true  of  all  the  human  race  ;  otherwife,  inftead  of  making  it 
a  proper  part  of  his  confeflion,  it  would  be  an  excufe  or  ex- 
tenuation of  his  (in.  Nothing  can  more  plainly  ihow  the 
force  of  this  text,  than  .the  aukward  endeavors  ufed  by 
fome  to  evade  or  mifinterpret  it.  For  example,  how 
mean  a  fubterfuge  is  it,  to  pretend,  that  David  declared, 
he  was  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  conceived  by  his  mother 
in  fin  ;  becaufe  he  was  the  iflue  of  fome  criminal  com' 
merce  between  his  father  and  a  maid-fervant,  or  between 
the  wife  of  Jefle  and  another  man  ?  This  is  plainly  a  pro- 
fane invention,  offered  without  any  manner  of  proof,  or 
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be  lead  infinuation  in  the  hiftory  of  that  great  prince, 
fefides,  it  is  evidently  be  fide  his  purpofe  in  the  pfahn  re- 
rred  to,  where  he  is  confefling  his  own  fmful  nature,  and 
ot  the  fmful  deeds  of  his  parents.  If  there  be  meaning 
1  words,  his  intention  is,  to  humble  himfelf  before  God, 
H  only  for  his  adultery  and  murder  in  the  matter  of 
Hah,  but  as  a  transgressor  from  the  womb. 
To  this  you  may  add  the  teftimony  of  a  greater  thati 
avid,  viz.  our  blefled  Lord  and  Saviour  himfelf,  John 
.  6.  "  That  which  is  born  of  the  flefh,  is  flefh  ;  and 
that  which  is  born  of  the  Spirit,  is  fpirit.,>  For  under- 
Tiding  the  proof  drawn  from  his  text,  you  may  obferve, 
it  though  the  word  flesh  has  various  fignifications  in 
'ipture  ;  fometimes,  for  example,  fignifying  the  weak- 
ifsof  our  mortal  nature,  unable  to  fupport  itfelf,  and  lia- 
5  to  a  variety  of  changes,  which  mult  at  la  ft  end  in  dif- 
ution ;  yet  here  it  evidently  fignifies  our  nature  as  cor- 
pted  by  fin.  This  appears  from  the  oppofition  of  the 
0  claufes  :  for  it  is  certain,  that  thofe  who  are  regene- 
ted,  are  dill  liable  to  all  the  weaknefs  of  mortality.  It 
uft  therefore  bear  the  fame  meaning  in  this  place  as  in 
3m,  viii.  8,  "  So  then  they  that  are  in  the  flefh,  cannot 
pleafe  God."  It  is  with  a  view  to  this  great  truth  that 
to,  who  pleads  with  fo  much  warmth  his  general  inte- 
ity,  yet  fays,  Job  xiv.  3,4.  "  And  doll  thou  open  thine 
eyes  upon  fuch  an  one,  and  bringeft  me  into  judgment, 
with  thee  ?  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an  un- 
clean ?  Not  one." 

With  this  agree  many  other  fcripture-declarations,  fome 
which  I  (hall  mention.  Pfal.  xiv.  2,  3.  u  The  Lord 
looked  down  from  heaven  upon  the  children  of  men:  to 
fee  if  there  were  any  that  did  underfland,  and  feek  God. 
They  are  all  gone  afide,  they  are  all  together  become  fil- 
thy :  there  is  none  that  doth  good,  no,  not  one."  Pf. 
ii  3.  "  The  wicked  are  eftranged  from  the  womb,  they 
go  aftray  as  foon  as  they  be  born,  fpeaking  lies."  Ifaiah 
AYu  8.  "  Yea,  thou  heardft  not,  yea,  thou  kneweft  not, 
(rea,  from  that  time  that  thine  ear  was  not  opened :  for 
[  knew  that  thou  wouldft  deal  very  treacheroufly,  and 
kvaft  called  a  tranfgreffor  from  the  womb."  Rom.  iii.  9. 
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xo,  ir,  12.  "  What  then  ?  are  we  better  than  they  ?  No, 
"  in  no  wife  :  for  we  have  before  proved  both  Jews  and 
"  Gentiles,  that  they  are  all  under  fin ;  as  it  is  written, 
44  There  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one :  There  is  none 
"  that  underftandeth,  there  is  none  that  feeketh  after  God. 
"  They  are  all  gone  out  of  the  way,  they  are  together  bc- 
tc  come  unprofitable,  there  is  none  that  doth  good,  no  not 
44  one."  To  thefe,  I  only  add  that  clear  and  llrong  paf- 
fage,  Eph.  ii.  i,  2,  3.  "  And  you  hath  he  quickened  who 
"  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  wherein  in  time  pad  ye 
44  walked  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according 
44  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now 
44  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  Among  whom 
fC  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  in  the 
44  lufts  of  our  flelh,  fulfilling  the  defircs  of  the  fletti,  and  of 
44  the  mind ;  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of  wrath, 
44  even  as  others." 

In  this  fummary  view  of  the  declarations  of  fcripture 
upon  this  fubject,  I  have  confined  myfelf  to  fuch  pa/Tages 
as  have  an  afpe£t  upon  the  ftate  of  our  nature  in  general. 
And,  indeed,  as  conclufive  a  prooKof  its  being  the  doQrine 
of  fcripture,  may  be  drawn  confeqnentially  as  direftly. 
With  this  view,  not  to  mention  many  other  arguments, 
I  beg  your  attention  to  the  two  following  ;  1.  The  tenor 
of  thegofpel-meffage,  particularly  the  extent  of  the  com- 
million,  and  the  language  ufed  through  the  whole  :  Mark 
xvi.  15.  u  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  pofpel 
u  to  every  creature."  John  iii.  16.  u  For  God  fo  loved 
44  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  who- 
44  foever  believeth  in  him,  fliould  not  perifti,  but  have 
44  everlafting  life."  Examine  the  import  of  this  truth? 
Whom  did  the  Father  love  ?  or  to  whom  did  he  fend  the 
Saviour  ?  To  the  world,  and  to  every  creature.  For 
what  end  dkl  he  love  them,  and  for  what  purpole  did  the 
Redeemer  come  ?  To  fave  them  from  perifhing.  But 
why  were  they  in  danger  of  perifhing  ?  Doubtlefs,  be- 
caufe  they  were  in  fin.  In  vain,  then,  do  men  exercife 
their  ingenuity  in  explaining  away  particular  paffages.— 
This  truth  does  not  reft  upon  an  expreffion  or  two,  the 
meaning  of  which  muft  be  afcertained  by  critical  ikill,  but 
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upon  the  whole  of  the  gofpel.  If  we  do  not  throw  afide 
the  Bible  altogether,  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to 
obtain  forgivenefs  for  the  guilty,  to  fave  the  miferable,  and 
to  redeem  the  Have. 

The  other  argument  is  drawn  from  the  feals  of  the  co- 
venant of  peace  ;  and  particularly  the  initiating  feal,  both 
under  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  of  which  infants 
were  admitted  to  be  partakers.  If  they  received  thefe 
feals  before  the  commifiion  of  aftual  guilt,  it  cannot  be 
but  the  nature  itfelf  mud  be  defiled  ;  especially  as  baptifm 
is  exprefsly  called  the  baptism  of  repentance,  for  the  re- 
mission  of  sins,  Mark  i,  4. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you  what  the  fcripture  teaches 
us  on  the  fmfulnefs  of  our  nature,  including  all  the  pofte- 
rity  of  Adam,  without  exception.     Ibefecchyou,  there- 
fore, my  beloved  hearers,  to  confider  the  concern  you 
have  in  it,  as  a  part  of  the  whole.     If  you  have  any  belief 
of  the  truth  of  the  fcriptures  as  the  word  of  God,  attempt 
not  to  warp  or  pervert  them  when  fpeaking  contrary  to 
your  fond  prejudices.     Defire  not  that  miniflers  fhould 
fpeak  unto  you  fmooth  things,  and  prophefy  deceit ;    but 
receive  with  humility  and  fear  the  divine  will,  however 
heavy  a  fentence  of  condemnation  it  may  carry  again  ft 
yourfelves,  viz.  that  you  are  finners  by  nature ;  that  your 
hearts  are  eftran^ed  and  alienated  from  the  love  of  God ; 
and  that,  if  you  die  in  that  condition,  you  ihall  not  fee 
his  face  in  mercy. 

I  now  proceed  to  the  second  branch  of  diis  head  ;  which 
\ras,  to  confirm  the  account  given  in  fcripture  from  ex- 
perience, that  is  to  fay,  from  the  vifible  ftate  of  the  world, 
and  the  teftimony  of  our  own  hearts. 

Let  us  then  fee  what  evidence  is  afforded  us  from  the 
vifible  ftate  of  the  world,  that  all  have  sinned,  &c.  And 
here,  my  brethren,  what  an  inftruclive  lefTon,  but  at  the 
fame  time  what  a  humbling  and  melancholy  profpeft, 
opens  to  our  view  !  There  are  many  remarks  which 
might  be  profitably  made  on  the  ftate  of  the  world  in  eve- 
ry age,  to  fliew  how  much  fin  hath  reigned  in  the  hearts  of 
men,  and  what  defolation  it  hath  wrought  in  the  place  of 
their  abode.     The  great  difficulty  is,  to  range  them  in 
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proper  order,  and  pronofe  them  in  a  Ample  and  perfpiar- 
ous  manner,  that  ordinary  hearers  may  underftand  and 
profit  by  them.  For  this  purpofe,  let  us  firft  take  a  view 
of  mankind  in  a  public  or  national,  and  then  in  a  private 
or  perfonal,  capacity. 

i.  Let  us  confider  mankind  in  a  public  or  national  ca- 
pacity. In  this  view,  what  is  the  hiftory  of  pad  ages  but 
the  hiftory  of  human  guilt  ?  If,  inftead  of  taking  up  with 
the  idle  and  vifionary  hypothefes  of  philofophers,  we  only 
attend  to  what  men  have  been  in  fad,  we  fhall  be  obliged 
to  fay,  with  the  Spirit  of  God,  that  "  the  imagination  of 
"  the  heart  of  man  is  only  evil  from  his  youth. "  Jt  is  not 
proper  here  to  omit,  or  rather  it  is  highly  neceffary  to 
mention,  the  impiety  and  idolatry  of  the  feveral  nations 
of  the  world.  Excepting  the  (mail  number  of  Abraham's 
family,  who  were  the  election  of  God,  and,  by  a  peculiar 
difpofition  of  Providence,  the  depofitaries  of  his  truths, 
every  other  nation  upon  the  face  of  the  globe,  not  only 
deferted  the  worfhipof  the  true  God,  but  fell  headlong  in- 
to the  mod  ftupid  and  fottifh  idolatry.  This  was  not  pe- 
culiar to  thofe  nations  who  continued  in  ignorance,  and 
whom  the  more  improved  and  polifhed  thought  proper  to 
diftinguilh  by  the  name  of  barbarians*  but  was  at  leaft 
equally  true  of  thofe  who  were  molt  highly  civilized.  Of 
the  wifeft  nations,  as  well  as  the  wifeft  men,  the  apoftle 
very  juftly  fays  in  this  epiftle,  ch.  i.  22,  23.  "Profeffing 
"  themfelves  to  be  wife,  they  became  fools  ;  and  changed 
4t  the  glory  of  the  incorruptible  God,  into  an  image  made 
"  like  to  corruptible  man,  and  to  birds,  and  four-footed 
"  beafls,  and  creeping  things." 

I  mult  make  even  a  farther  obfervation,  and  intreatyour 
attention  to  it,  That  the  wifeft  in  profeflion  feem  to  have 
become  the  greateft  fools.  It  feems  to  have  been  defin- 
ed in  Providence,  as  a  (landing  and  indelible  mark  of  the 
vanity  of  human  wifdom,  that  thofe  very  nations  who 
were  molt  early  in  their  application  to,  and  mod  fuccefs- 
ful  in  their  cultivation  of  the  liberal  arts,  were  the  molt  ex- 
travagant and  fenfelefs  in  their  theological  opinions,  and 
religious  rites.  I  mean,  particularly,  the  Egyptians, 
Greeks,  and  Romans ;  worfliipping  bulls  and  calves,  fer- 
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>ents  and  infers,  the  mod  (lupid  of  four-footed  beads, 
nd  creeping  things  of  the  moil  fhocking  form.  This 
very  one  may  fatisfy  himfelf  of,  who  will  look  into  the 
iftories  of  thefe  celebrated  nations,  as  they  have  been 
anfmitted  to  us  by  themiclves. 

Confider,  my  brethren,  the  unnatural  cruelties  of  the 
ligious  rites  of  many  nations.  It  was  frequent  and  ge- 
:ral  with  them,  to  offer  up  human  facrifices,  and  make 
eir  children  pafs  through  the  fire ;  the  very  reflexion 
i  which  is  fufficient  to  fill  a  confiderate  perfon  with  hor- 
r.  Confider  alfo  the  fcandalous  impurity  of  fome  of 
eir  ceremonies,  and  the  obfeene  hi  (lory  of  the  objetts 
their  worlhip.  Strange  to  think  of  indeed  !  yet  fo  it  is, 
at  mod  of  the  eminent  writers  of  antiquity  are  employed 
defcribing  the  drinking  and  merriment,  the  fcolding 
id  quarrels,  the  tricks  and  robberies,  and  the  amorous 
trigues  of  their  gods  and  goddefies. 
If  we  think  in  a  ferious  manner  on  thefe  undoubted 
Ets,  can  we  help  faying,  Oh !  the  ingratitude  of  thofe 
retches  among  us  who  call  themfelves  freethinkers,  who 
ive  been  taught  by  revelation  only  to  form  rational  and 
infiftent  notions  of  the  firft  caufe  and  Creator  of  all 
ings,  and  yet  rejeft  revelation  entirely,  and  pretend  to 
und  them  upon  human  reafon !  I  am  fenfible  there  are 
me  who  do  not  think  that  the  idolatry  of  the  heathen 
orld  ought  to  be  reckoned  among  their  crimes  ;  but  if 
)u  will  confult  the  Old  Teftament,  you  will  find  it  con- 
lered  there  as  the  firft  and  mod  atrocious  crime  which 
licited  the  vengeance  of  an  offended  God,  If  you  con- 
It  this  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  you  will  find  it  leads  the 
ay  in  die  account  given  of  human  apoftafy.  The  firft 
all  the  ten  commands,  which  were  given  as  a  fum  of 
e  moral  law,  is,  "  Thou  (halt  have  no  other  gods  before 
me."  And  indeed,  if  the  firft  duty  of  natural  religion 
\  a  confeflion  and  acknowledgment  of  God  our  Creator, 
e  firft  of  all  fins  muft  be,  a  contempt  of  his  name,  or  a 
ofanation  of  his  worfhip. 

But  idolatry  was  not  alone.  From  this,  as  a  fruitful 
iirce,  flowed  every  other  human  vice.  What  a  terri- 
5  detail  is  given  us  by  the  hiftorians  of  every  age  I  On 
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what  is  it  that  all  the  great  tranfaftions  of  the  world 
have  ftill  turned  ?  Has  it  not  been  on  the  ambition,  cru- 
elty, injuftice,  oppreflion,  and  raging  luft  and  impurity, 
of  men.  Whatever  number  of  virtuous  perfons  was  a- 
mong  them,  they  feem  to  have  either  lain  concealed,  or 
fallen  a  facrifice  to  the  envy  and  malice  of  others.  Since 
the  firft  murder,  of  Abel,  by  his  brother  Cain,  what  ter- 
rible  havoc  has  been  made  of  man  by  man  !  We  are  fo 
habituated  to  this,  that  it  makes  little  impreffion.  We 
can  even  perufe,  with  attention  and  delight,  the  nam* 
lives  of  ftratagems  of  war,  ferocity  in  combat,  devaluation 
and  bloodlhed.  Who  are  the  perfons  who  have  acquired 
the  greateft  renown  in  the  prefent  or  preceding  ages  ?— 
Who  are  the  perfons  who  have  been  the  grcatelt  objefts  of 
human  admiration  ?  Have  they  not  been  the  mod  ac- 
tive, and  the  moft  fuccefsful,  deftroyers  of  their  fellow- 
creatures?  This  circumftance  indeed  communicates  the 
guilt  of  individuals  to  the  whole ;  fhows  that  it  belongs  to  \ 
mankind  in  general  ;  and  that  the  defcription  given  by 
the  apoftle  is  not  more  fhocking  than  true,  ch.  i.  28,  29, 
30,  31,  32.  u  And  even  as  they  did  not  like  to  retain  God 
"  in  their  knowledge,  God  gave  them  over  to  a  reprobate 
4i  mind,  to  do  thofe  things  which  are  not  convenient: 
4i  being  filled  with  all  unrighteoufnefs,  fornication,  wick- 
"  ednefs,  covetoufnefs,  malicioufnefs ;  full  of  envy,  mur- 
"  der,  debate,  deceit,  malignity  ;  whifperers,  backbiters, 
44  haters  of  God,  defpiteful,  proud,  boafters,  inventors 
44  of  evil  things,  difobedient  to  parents,  without  under- 
44  (landing,  covenant-breakers,  without  natural  affe&ion, 
4k  implacable,  unmerciful:  who  knowing  the  judgment  of 
kt  God  (that  they  which  commit  fuch  things  are  worthy  of 
44  death,)  not  only  do  the  fame,  but  have  pleafure  in  them 
44  that  do  them." 

There  are  to  be  found  upon  record  inftances  of  fuch 
dreadful  and  aggravated  guilt,  as  it  were  to  be  wilhedthey 
had  been,  or  could  have  been,  buried  in  oblivion.  For 
this  reafon,  I  (hall  neither  mention  their  names,  nor  cite 
the  examples  ;  but  obferve,  diat  the  extent  and  preva- 
lence of  wicked nefs  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  llrong  proof 
of  the  corruption  of  the  whole  race ;  and  the  particular 
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fignal  in  fiances  of  aftonifhing  or  monflrous  crimes,  as  a 
woof  of  the  excelfive  depravation  of  our  nature,  and  what 
nan  in  his  prefent  (late  is  capable  of.  I  know  it  is  plea* 
ing  and  gratifying  to  human  pride,  to  talk  of  the  dignity 
if  human  nature,  and  the  beauty  of  moral  virtue;  and 
Fit  be  done  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  us  efteem  the 
nly  mean  of  recovering  our  loft  integrity  and  original 
lory,  I  have  no  obje&ion  to  it.  But  if  it  be  fpoken  of 
nan  as  he  now  is  without  regenerating  grace,  I  am  certain 
:  is  more  agreeable  to  reafon  and  experience  to  fiy,  that 
-om  the  lengths  to  which  fome  have  proceeded,  when 
laced  in  circumftances  of  temptation,  it  is  owing  to  the 
ower  of  retraining  providence,  that  others  have  been 
omparatively  fomewhat  better. 

['have  feen  it  obferved,  with  great  apparent  juftice, 
bat  probably  one  end  which  God  had  in  view  when  ha 
bortened  the  period  of  human  life  after  the  deluge,  was 
o  fet  bounds  to  the  progrefs  of  human  guilt.  As  it  is  the 
lature  of  vice,  to  flrengthen  by  habit  and  increafe  by 
ime ;  a  race  of  wicked  men  living  many  hundreds  of 
rears,  would  degenerate  and  harden  to  a  degree  not  ea- 
ily  conceived.  And,  indeed,  if  we  examine  into  the 
rue  caufes  of  any  little  degree  of  order  and  peace  which 
ve  now  enjoy,  we  fliall  fee  abundant  reafon  to  adore  the 
rifdom  of  divine  Providence,  but  very  little  to  afcribe 
nuch  goodnefs  to  the  human  heart. 

The  molt  truly  excellent  characters  which  are  to  be 
ound  in  hiflory,  and  the  molt  illuflrious  deeds  which  thofe 
erocs  have  performed,  have  for  their  very  foundation  the 
orruption  of  the  human  race. 

In  this  remark  I  have  in  view  the  fages  and  legiflators 
F  antiquity,  who  acquired  fo  much  renown  by  elhblilh- 
lg  fyflems  of  policy  and  government  for  different  ftatt s. 
/hat  was  this  elfe,  and  indeed  what  was  it  called,  but 
.ming  the  favage,  and  retraining  the  profligate  part  of 
leir  fellow-creatures  ?  It  feems  plainly  to  be  the  point 
.  view  in  every  human  law,  to  bridle  the  fury  of  human 
clination,  and  hinder  one  man  from  making  a  prey  of 
lother.  This  is  well  defcribed  by  the  apoltle  Paul,  t 
im.  i.  9,  10.  "  Knowing  this,  that  the  law  is  not  made 
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w  for  a  righteous  man,  but  for  the  lawlcfs  and  difobedi- 
ent,  for  the  ungodly  and  for  fmners,  for  unholy  and  pro- 
14  fene,  for  murderers  of  fathers  and  murderers  of  mo- 
"  thers,  for  man-flayers,  for  whoremongers,  forthem  that 
14  defile  themfelves  with  mankind,  for  men-ftealers,  for 
"  liars,  for  perjured  perfons,  and  if  there  be  any  other 
"  thing  that  is  contrary  to  found  do&rine."  We  have, 
indeed,  the  teftimony  of  men  againlt  themfelves  in  this 
cafe.  It  has  been  found  to  hold,  without  any  exception, 
that  the  longer  men  live,  they  have  the  greater  fufpicion 
of  thofe  with  whom  they  live ;  the  greater  experience  they 
have  of  the  world,  they  have  the  harder  thoughts  of  men 
in  general.  In  particular,  thofe  who  have  been  moll  con- 
versant in  public  life,  and  have  obtained  moft  of  what  is 
called  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  have  always  the  worft 
opinion  of  human  nature. 

2.  Let  us  now  from  a  general,  come  to  a  particular 
and  perfonal  view  of  our  prefent  ftate.     You  may  be  apt 
to  fuppofe,  that  though  the  finfulnefs  of  human  nature  is 
too  general,  yet  it  is  not  univerfal ;  that  though  vice  and 
wickednefs  has  appeared  confpicuoufly,  ?*kI  though  per. 
haps  wicked  men  may  have  obtained  the  afcendency  in 
every  nation,  this  will  not  ferve  to  found  a  fentence  againlt 
every  man.     We  might  upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  truth  illuftrated  above  will  receive  confir- 
mation from  our  moft  intimate  knowledge  of  one  another. 
Human  nature  will  gain  nothing  by  a  clofe  infpeftion. 
Take  it  either  in  general  or  particular,  its  belt  appeirance 
is  when  viewed  at  adiftance.     The  greatefi  and  beftclia- 
rafters,  when  clofely  examined,  have  always  fuch  blemifli- 
es  and  imperfeftions  attending  them,  as  greatly  diminifli 
their  luftre.     This,    indeed,  has  grown  into  a   proverb, 
That  much  familiarity  breeds  contempt.     On  this  ac- 
count, we  may  fafely  fay,  that  if  fuch  is  the  ftate  of  our 
nature,  that  no  man  is  able  to  juftify  himfelf,   or  obtain 
the  entire  approbation  of  his  fellow- finners,  much  more 
mud  u  every  mouth  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  become 
"guilty  before  God/'  Rom.  Hi.  19. 

But  the  chief  illuftration  of  this  part  of  the  fubjedt  muft 
be  from  the  teftimony  which  confcience  conflrains  every 
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nan  to  bear  againft  himfelf.  Examine,  therefore,  my 
rethren,  what  reafon  you  have  to  be  fatisfied,  that  you 
ourfelves,  unlefs  your  natures  have  been  renewed  by  the 
[oly  Ghoft,  are  under  the  dominion  of  fin ;  nay,  that 
ren  fuch  as  have  been  u  brought  again  from  the  dead" 
>  ftill  feel  "  a  law  in  their  members  warring  againft  the 
law  of  God  in  their  minds."  Remember,  then,  that 
>u  have  to  do  with  him  "  who  feeth  in  fecret,"  and 
who  fearcheth  Jerufalem  as  with  candles.9*  It  was  ne- 
ffiuy  formerly  to  take  notice  of  the  enormous  efFetts  of 
1  in  this  life ;  we  mull  now  fearch  a  little  deeper,  and 
mfider  the  beginning  and  fource  of  thefe  in  the  difpofiti- 
1  of  the  heart.  It  is  true,  there  are  probably  many  here 
ho  are  juftly  chargeable  with  the  groffeft  crimes ;  fuch 
,  impiety,  lying,  injuflice,  or  uncleannefs :  and  oh  ! 
at  it  may  pleafe  God,  that  their  fins  may  find  them  out, 
id  his  word  may  be  quick  and  powerful  to  their  convic- 
m.  But  what  I  have  now  in  view  is,  to  maintain  the 
liverfal  conclufion  in  the  text,  not  only  that  many  men 
ive  been  profligates,  but  that  every  man  is  a  finner. 
For  this  purpofe,  it  is  of  the  utmoft  moment  to  put  you 
1  mind  what  fin  properly  is.  There  are  two  ways  of  de- 
nce,  you  know,  upon  any  trial :  the  one  is,  to  deny  the 
ft;  the  other  to  maintain  it  is  no  crime.  It  is  of  necef- 
y,  therefore,  in  the  firft  place,  to  afcertain  the  charge, 
f  an  account  of  the  nature  of  fin.  Of  this,  I  do  not 
link  there  can  be  produced  a  jufter  account  than  we  have 
lour  fliorter  catechifm  :  "  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity 
unto,  or  tranfgreflion  of  the  law  of  God  :"  Which  is 
5thing  elfe  but  a  brief  illuftration  of  the  words  of  fcripture, 
\n  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.  Let  the  confcience, 
len,  of  every  hearer  anfwer  to  the  charge.  Have  you 
:pt  or  have  you  broken  the  law  of  God  ?  Have  you  been 
)edient  fubjefts  to  the  King  of  kings  ?  Have  you  done 
Hir  own  will,  or  the  will  of  him  that  made  you  ?  Howe- 
5r  unwilling  you  may  be  to  put  this  queftion  home  at 
"efent,  no  perfon  fhall  be  able  to  decline  the  tribunal,  ov 
rade  the  anfwer  in  the  day  of  judgment. 
We  have  one  great  difficulty  to  ftruggle  with  in  the  at- 
mpt  of  bringing  the  guilty  to  confeffion,  that  fin  hath 


280  All  Mankind  by 

blinded  the  underftanding,  and  perverted  the  judgment; 
fo  that  after  we  have  faid,  that  fin  is  the  tranfgreflion  of 
the  law,  there  will  remain  another  queftionn  What  is  the 
law,  and  how  far  doth  it  extend  ?  Upon  this  we  mut)  haw 
recourfe  to  the  remaining  traces  that  are  left  upon  the 
confcicnce  ;  and  I  fee  nothing  more  proper,  than  to  prefc 
home  that  fummary  which  God  hath  given  of  his  own 
right  and  our  duty,  in  the  firft  and  great  commandment, 
41  Thou  fhalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
"  and  with  all  thy  foul,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ;*'  Maith. 
xxii.  37.  Are  you  your  own  ?  Have  you  no  lord  over 
you  ?  Can  you  plead  any  exception  to  this  command? 
Is  not  your  Maker  infinitely  perfed,  and  infinitely  ami*, 
ble  ?  Is  he  not  worthy  of  your  fupreme  love  ?  If  lie  is 
not,  who  is  it,  or  what  is  it,  that  you  have  reafon  to  pre- 
fer, or  that  can  produce  a-better  title  ?  Can  there  be  anjr 
thing  more  juft  than  the  fentiment  cxprefled  by  the  pious 
Pfalmift,  Pial.  lxxiii.  25.  u  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
41  thee?  and  there  is  none  uport  earth  that  Idefire  befides 
thee."  Is  there  excellence  or  fweetnefs  in  the  creature, 
and  is  there  none  or  lefs  in  the  Creator,  from  whom  every 
inferior  nature  derives  its  very  exigence,  and  on  whom  it 
depends  every  moment  for  its  prefervation  ? 

May  I  not  hope  to  have  fome  hold  of  finners  here,  ia 
pleading  the  rights  of  their  Maker  ?  Are  your  hearts  then 
naturally,  and  have  they  been  habitually  and  fupremely 
Jet  upon  God  ?  Has  it  been  your  firft  and  leading  care,  to 
know  him,  and  to  ferve  him,  to  inquire  into  his  will,  that 
you  might  do  what  was  acceptable  to  him  ?  Do  you  be- 
lieve, that  in  his  favor  only  is  life,  and  therefore  do  you 
feek  your  happinefs  and  your  comfort  in  him  ?  Many  are 
apt  greatly  to  miftake  upon  this  fubjedl ;  nay,  it  feemsto 
be  the  leading  deception  of  finners,  to  think  nothing  evil 
or  punifhahle,  but  fuch  grofs  crimes  as  are  diforderly  in 
human  fociety,  and  obnoxious  to  human  laws.  It  is  fcarce 
pofiible  to  make  them  fenfible,  how  much  guilt  there  is 
in  a  total  forgetfulnefs  of  God  ;  and  yet  this  is  the  very 
Jburce  of  human  depravity.  The  chief  thing  blameable 
in  our  attachment  to  other  things,  is  their  filling  the  room 
that  is  due  to  God,  their  being  employed  in  a  manner  that 
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is  dishonorable  to  God,  or,  in  other  words,  their  being 
iafiraments  of  rebellion  againft  the  will  of  God. 
>  Are  there  any  of  you,  my  brethren,  who,  by  the  kind* 
ads  of  Providence,  have  been  kept  free  from  grofs,  vifi- 
ble,  and  fcandalous  offences  ;  who,  from  a  natural  cool- 
nefs  of  temperament,  have  been  chafte  or  fober ;  who, 
from  a  principle  of  honor,  have  l>een  juft  or  generous  ; 
who,  from  the  dittates  of  prudence,  have  been  regular 
and  decent ;  but  have  been  unmindful  of  your  duty  to 
God,  have  been  unwilling  to  think  of  him,  or  ftrangers 
to  delight  in  him?  and  are  you  not  fianers  in  his  pre- 
fence?  Have  you  been  preserved  by  his  power,  and  yet 
never  confeffed  the  obligation  ?  Have  you  been  living 
daily  upon  his  bounty,  and  yet  feldom  or  never  given 
him  thanks,  except  in  the  moil  indifferent  and  for- 
mal  manner,  and  fuch  worfhip,  as  is  a  much  more  pro- 
per  occafion  for  repentance,  than  ground  of  confidence  ? 
How,  then,  fhall  you  be  able  to  ftand  in  the  judgment  ? 
u  For  of  him,  and  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all 
ic  things ;  to  whom  be  glory  for  ever.     Amen." 

II.  I  come  now  to  make  fome  prattical  improvement 
of  what  has  been  faid  on  this  fubjedt.     And, 

x.  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  learn  how  deep- 
ly  and  furely  the  foundation  of  the  gofpel  is  laid.  It  is 
laid  in  the  aftual  flate  of  the  world,  and  in  that  depravity 
of  our  nature,  which  it  is  impoflible  to  conceal,  and  which 
nothing  but  the  greateft  obftinacy  and  perverfion  of  mind 
can  have  the  courage  to  deny.  I  am  fenfible,  that  no- 
thing but  an  inward  and  perfonal  conviftion  of  guilt  and 
toifery  wrought  by  the  Spirit  of  the  living  God,  will  bring 
the  finner  to  embrace  the  gofpel ;  yet  the  neceffity  offal- 
vation  may  be  evinced  in  the  cleareft  and  mod  fatisfaftory 
banner,  by  reafon  and  obfervation.  As  the  vilible  crea- 
tion, when  attentively,  viewed  ferves  to  difcover  the  wif- 
dom  and  omnipotence  of  God,  and  is,  as  it  were,  an  open 
volume,  which  men  of  every  tongue  may  read  and  admire; 
fo  the  flate  of  the  moral  world,  as  it  is  called,  plainly  points 
put  the  guilt  and  apoftafy  of  man,  and  loudly  calls  for  the 
interposition  of  the  Saviour.   This  it  is  our  duty  to  attend 
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to,  not  only  to  (lop  the  mouths  of  gain-fayers,  but  to  efut- 
bliih  the  faith  of  God's  children,  that  it  may  not  be  over- 
thrown or  un fettled  by  the  cavils  and  obje&ions  of  thole  \ 
who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  with  what 
fentiments  we  fhould  look  upon  the  ftate  of  the  world,  or 
perufe  the  hiltory  of  providence,  and  what  profit  we  may 
reap  from  it.  When  we  fee,  as  at  prefent  in  our  own 
age  and  count ry,  what  profanity  and  negledl  of  God,  what 
contempt  or  defertion  of  his  worfhip,  prevails  among  ma- 
ny of  every  rank ;  what  pride  and  luxury,  what  riot  and 
fenfuality,  what  uncleannefs  and  debauchery,  what  lying, 
fraud,  and  perjury ;  and  when  we  obferve  how  one  race 
of  fmners  has  fucceeded  another  in  every  age,  and  that 
true  religion  has  been  generally,  as  it  is  ftill,  in  a  drug, 
gling  or  perfecuted  ftate,  we  ought  to  be  humbled  for  the 
fin  of  our  nature,  and  the  (hare  which  each  of  us  has  con- 
tributed to  the  general  guilt.  Inftead  of  finding  fault  with 
Providence  for  the  permiflion  of  fin,  we  ought  to  be  filled 
with  a  holy  indignation  againft  ourfelves  and  others,  for 
the  perpetration  of  it.  We  ought  to  admire  that  wifdom 
and  power  by  which  the  King  of  kings  fets  reftraining 
bounds  to  the  violence  of  men.  Neither  ought  we  to 
omit  adoring  his  holinefs  in  the  awful  vifitations  with 
which  he  fometimes  overtakes  and  overwhelms  the  wick- 
ed in  their  wickednefs.  When  he  fends  out  his  fore  judg- 
ments of  war,  famine,  and  peftilence ;  or  when  he  looks 
to  the  earth,  and  it  trembles,  as  unable  to  bear  all  the  guilt 
that  is  laid  upon  it ;  when  thunder,  lightning,  and  temped, 
feem  to  threaten  the  immediate  diflblution  of  the  whole  fa- 
bric ;  we  ought  -to  confider  all  thefe  as  the  juft  punifhment 
of  fin,  and  look  forward  with  fear  to  that  time,  when  he 
fhall  render  to  every  man  according  to  his  works,  and  de- 
ferved  vengeance  fhall  not  be  partial,  but  univerfal ;  when 
it  fhall  not  be  occafional  and  temporary,  but  final,  un- 
changeable and  eternal. 

3.  You  may  learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  fiate 
and  danger  of  thofe  who  are  chargeable  with  fins  of  a  hei- 
nous and  aggravated  nature.  If  all  without  exception  are 
"  under  fin  ;  if  every  mouth  muft  be  flopped,"  &c.  what 
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(kail  be  the  condition  of  thofe  who  have  the  fliameful  pre- 
eminence  of  being  fmners  of  the  firft  order,  who  have 
done  more  than  others  to  provoke  the  Lord  to  anger !  If 
thofe  who  have  lived  to  themfelves,  and  not  to  God,  fhall 
not  be  able  to  ftand  in  the  judgment ;  what  (hall  become 
of  thofe  who  have  fold  themfelves  to  work  iniquity,  and 
whofe  abominable  practices  are  a  reproach  to  reafon,  as 
well  as  a  fcandal  to  religion  ?  I  may  even  fay  further,  in 
the  words  of  the  apoftle  Peter,  "  If  the  righteous  fcarcely 
41  be  faved,  where  fhall  the  ungodly  and  the  finncr  ap- 
"pear?"  1  Pet.  iv.  18.  I  do  the  rather  beg  your  attenti- 
on to  this,  that  we  always  find  loofe  livers  the  warmeft 
advocates  for  libertine  principles.  It  is  the  drunkard,  the 
fwearer,  the  impure  fornicator,  who  are  fo  ready  to  produce 
in  converfation  their  pretended  arguments  againft  the  cor- 
ruption of  human  nature.  I  fpeak  to  all  fuch  within  hear- 
ing. What  benefit  will  you  reap  by  denying  original  cor- 
ruption, when  you  are  juftly  chargeable  with  fo  many  ac- 
tual tranfgreffions  ?  If  there  are,  or  even  were,  any  per- 
sons in  the  world  without  fin,  furely  you  cannot  pretend 
that  you  are  fo  yourfelves.  You  are  afhamed  to  reveal 
your  hidden  fcenes  to  your  fellovv-finners,  but  how  (hall 
you  conceal  them,  from  the  Searcher  of  all  hearts  ?  If  you 
cannot  bear  to  be  told  your  faults  by  your  fellow-creatures, 
with  what  fpeechlefs  confufion  fhall  you  ftand  at  laft  be- 
fore the  judgment-feat  of  Chrift  ?  Let  me  therefore  ad- 
drefs  you  in  the  words  of  your  Maker  by  the  Pfalmift, 
Pfal.  1.  21,  22.  u  Thefe  things  thou  haft  done,  and  I 
lt  kept  filence  :  thou  thoughteft  that  I  was  altogether  fuch 
1  a  one  as  thyfelf :  but  I  will  reprove  thee,  and  fet  them 
1  in  order  before  thine  eyes.  Now  confider  this,  ye  that 
1  forget  God,  left  I  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none 
1  to  deliver."  May  it  pleafe  God  effectually  to  convince 
rou  of  your  fin  and  danger,  and  to  lead  you  to  his  mercy, 
5  revealed  in  the  gofpel,  for  your  forgivenefs.  I  con- 
clude with  the  advice  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  ii.  12.  "  Kifs 
1  the  Son,  left  he  be  angry,  and  ye  perifh  from  the  way, 
1  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  little :  bleffed  are  all 
8  they  that  put  their  truft  in  him.'' 
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ed  God,  on  whom  you  depend  for  every  breath  that  yon 
draw,  for  every  moment  that  you  continue  in  exiftence? 
I  have  often  thought,  that  it  was  one  of  the  greateft  evi- 
dences of  the  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  an  abun* 
dant  and  opulent  ftate  on  earth  fhould  fo  generally  lead  to 
negleft  of  God.  What  is  this,  when  interpreted,  If  I 
may  fpeak  fo,  but  that  the  greater  our  Maker's  goodnefs 
is  to  us,  commonly  the  lefs  is  our  gratitude  to  him  ? 

But  I  would  fpeak  to  thofe  whofe  conferences  are  more 
enlightened,  and  who  have  not  wholly  forgotten  the  Lord. 
Are  not  you  alfo  chargeable  with  manifold  omiflions! 
What  fenfe  of  gratitude  have  you  retained,  and  exprefied, 
for  innumerable  mercies,  fpiritual  and  temporal,  to  your- 
felves,  and  to  your  families  ?  How  unequal  the  payment 
of  gratitude  to  the  debt  of  obligation  !  What  ufe  have  you 
made  of  them  in  God's  fervice  ?  What  advantage  lave 
you  reaped,  for  your  own  falsification,  from  the  bounty 
of  Providence,  from  the  ftrokes  of  Providence,  from  the 
ordinances  of  divine  inftitution,  from  the  truths  of  the 
everlafling  gofpel,  from  feafons  of  inftrudiion,  and  oppor- 
tunities of  worfliip,  from  edifying  examples,  from  fiiith- 
ful  admonitions  ?  What  have  you  done  for  the  good  of 
others  ?  How  often  have  you  relieved  the  neceffitous, 
comforted  the  diftrefTed,  inftrutted  the  ignorant,  admo- 
nilhed  the  negligent,  punilhed  or  retrained  the  profane  ? 
I  hope  I  fpeak  to  many  who  have  not  been  wholly  negli- 
gent in  improving  their  time  and  talents ;  yet  furely  there 
isjuft  ground  of  humiliation  to  thebeft,  that  even  undera 
conviftion  of  duty,  they  have  fo  imperfe&ly  difchargedit; 
and  probably  the  very  perfons  who  have  done  moft,  will 
be  moft  fincerely  grieved  that  they  have  not  done  more. 

Alas  !  my  brethren,  it  is  a  great  miftake  to  think  light- 
ly of  fins  of  omiflion.  How  much  do  I  pity  the  condition 
of  thofe  thoughtlefs  perfons,  who,  forgetting  that  they 
were  made  to  ferve  God,  feem  to  live  for  no  other  purpofc 
than  to  enjoy  themfelves  !  And  oh  the  miferable  delufion 
of  thofe  finners  who  fet  their  minds  at  eafe  by  the  filly  ex- 
cufe,  That  they  do  harm  to  none  but  themfelves  !  Let 
them  hear  and  tremble  at  the  tenor  of  the  fentence  in  the 
great  day,  Matth.  xxv.  30.  "Caft  ye  the  unprofitable 
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:  there  fliall  be  weeping  and 
.-  (iril  duty  of  natural  religi- 
Jorydue  unto  his  name  ;" 
its  ofthegofpel,  1  Cor.  vi. 
■Aii;  for  ye  are  bought  with 
God  in  your  body,  and  in 

:iy  inflances  you  have  been 

\.z  of  the  law  of  God,  his  law 

..iid  repeated  in  his  own  word. 

Ji  of  the  law  of  God  in  its  fpi- 

muft  be  deeply  convinced  of 

'-ions,  in  thought,  in  word,  and 

are  the  fins  of  your  thoughts  ? 

ii  hath  its  throne  and  domini- 

■}    in  the  life  lakes  its  rife  from 

None  will  think  light  of  fins 

ny  acquaintance  with  the  word 

.:.6i  upon  the  account  given  of 

:,  Gen.  vi.  5.  "  And  God  faw 

.ii  was  great  in  the  earth,  and 

the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was 

Let  them  refleft  upon  the  fay- 

.  \v.  23.  "  Keep  thy  heart  with 

are  the  iflues  of  life ;"  or  on 

■I  God,  jcr.  xvii.  10.    "  I  the 

ins,  even  :o  give 

.  ■ . , 
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or  fifty  years !  If  fo  many  are  the  fins  of  a  fingle  day,  what 
mull  be  the  guilt  of  a  whole  life  ?  What  reafon  to  cry  out, 
with  the  prophet  to  Jerufalem,  "  How  long  ihall  vain 
41  thoughts  lodge  within  us  ? 

(2.)  Let  me  befeech  you  to  confider  the  fins  of  the 
tongue.  Here  I  fhall  not  infift  much  on  the  grofferfinsof 
the  tongue,  lying,  flandering,  backbiting;  of  thefe,  though 
few  will  be  fenfible  they  are  guilty  themfelves,  all  arc  j 
abundantly  ready  to  complain,  as  reigning  in  the  world  1 
in  general.  Neither  (hall  I  infill  on  impure  convention, 
filthy  and  lafcivious  expreflions,  or  allufions  to  obfeenity; 
though  I  am  afraid  many  here  prefent  are  far  from  being 
innocent  of  the  charge.  But  betides  thefe,  the  fins  of  the 
tongue  are  fo  many,  that  the  mod  watchful  Chriflian  can- 
not fay  he  is  guiltlefs.  Even  the  meek  Mofes  was  provo-  - 
ked  to  fpeak  "  unadvifedly  with  his  lips."  The  apoftk  | 
James  has  given  us  a  very  flrong  defcription,  both  of  the  J 
general  prevalence,  and  mifchievous  influence,  of  the  fins  : 
of  the  tongue,  James  iii.  2. — 8.  "  For  in  many  things 
44  we  offend  all.  If  any  man  offend  not  in  word,  the  fame 
«4  is  a  perfedt  man,  and  able  alfo  to  bridle  the  whole  body. 
44  Behold,  we  put  bits  in  the  horfes  mouths,  that  they  may 
4-  obey  us ;  and  we  turn  about  their  whole  body.  Behold 
%i  alfo  the  lhips,  which  though  they  be  fo  great,  and  are 
44  driven  of  tierce  winds,  yet  are  they  turned  about  with  a 
"  very  fmall  helm,  witherfoever  the  governor  lilieth. 
4k  Even  fo  the  tongue  is  a  little  member,  and  boafleth 
4h  great  things.  Behold  how  great  a  matter  a  little  fire 
-  kindleth.  And  the  tongue  is  a  fire,  a  world  of  iniquity : 
M  lb  is  the  tongue  amongll  our  members,  that  it  defileth 
"  the  whole  bodv,  and  fetteth  on  fire  the  courfe  of  nature; 
44  and  it  is  fet  on  fire  of  hell.  For  every  kind  of  beafts, 
44  and  of  birds,  and  of  ferpents,  and  things  in  the  fea,  is 
%i  tamed,  and  hath  been  tamed  of  mankind :  but  the  tongue 
44  can  no  man  tame ;  it  is  an  unruly  evil,  full  of  deadly 
44  poifon."  And  that  none  may  prefume,  after  all,  to 
think  thefe  fins  of  the  tongue  inconfiderable,  let  us  re- 
member what  our  Saviour  tells  us,  Matth.  xii.  36,  37* 
"  But  I  fay  unto  you,  that  every  idle  word  that  men  fl»H 
44  fpeak,  they  fhall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of 
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dgment.  For  by  thy  words  thou  (halt  be  juftified,  and 
r  thy  words  thou  fhalt  be  condemned." 
;.)  Now,  to  thefe  fins  of  heart  and  converfation,  let 
dd  the  confideration  of  all  the  fins  of  our  a£tions,  by 
:h  we  either  offend  God,  ourfelves,  or  are  the  means, 
doubtful  or  fufpicious  example,  of  inducing  others  to 
id  him:  all  the  ads  of  infobriety  and  intemperance 
regard  to  ourfelves ;  of  injuftice,  treachery,  or  oppref- 
witli  regard  to  others.  Let  us  confider  thofe  fins  to 
:h  we  are  led  by  our  refpedtive  callings  and  employ, 
ts,  or  by  our  refpeftive  ages  or  tempers,  or  by  our  fitu- 
1,  and  the  fociety  with  which  we  (land  connected, 
lightnefs  and  frothinefs  of  fome,  the  fournefs  and 
>fenefs  of  others,  the  inconfideratenefs  and  folly  of 
ti,  the  plotting  and  ambitious  proje&s  of  riper  years, 
eevilhnefs  and  covetoufnefs  of  old  age,  and  the  vani- 
nd  felfiftinefs  we  carry  with  us  through  the  feveral 
s  and  periods  of  life.  Thefe  things  are  mod,  if  not 
f  them,  fins  in  themfelves,  and  do  infallibly  betray  us 
a  great  number  of  others.  If  we  confider  all  this  with 
meafure  of  attention,  can  we  refufe  to  adopt  the  Ian- 
5  of  the  holy  fcripture,  that  ourfins  are  more  in  number 
the  hairs  upon  our  heads,  or  than  thefand  that  is  upon 
:a-fhore  ?  In  fine,  if  we  confider  the  fins  we  are  guilty 
xording  to  our  conditions  and  relations  in  the  world, 
ifbands  and  wives,  parents  and  children,  mailers  and 
nts,  magiftratts  and  fubjedts,  minifters  and  people, 
mil  find  the  account  fo  prodigioufly  fwelled,  that  we 
have  more  than  reafon  to  cry  out  with  the  Pfalmift, 
rd,  if  thou  fhouldft  marlc  iniquities,  O  Lord,  who 
.11  (land :" 

Confider  the  fins  that  cleave  to  your  religious  duT 

and  every  thing  you  do  in  obedience  to  the  will  of 

The  pureft  worfhipper  on  earth  muft  alk  forgive- 

for  the  fins  even  of  his  holy  things.    I  am  not  here  to 

upon  the  hypocritical  performances  of  many  profef- 

jhriftians,  done  merely,  or  chiefly,  to  be  feen  of  men, 

read,  as  a  covering,  over  their  hidden  and  fhameful 

;  nor  am  1  to  mention  that  religious  zeal  which 

from  firife,  contention,  and  vain-glory,  and  which 

>L.  I.  O  O 
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chiefly  aims  at  the  (up port  of  party  names ;  becaufe  theft 
are  di redly  and  eminently  fmful :  they  are  an  abomina- 
tion in  the  fight  of  God.  But,  my  brethren,  even  in  thole 
performances  which  you  go  about  with  fome  meafure  of 
fincerity,  how  many  defe&s  are  to  be  found  ?  Oh  !  how 
much  negligence,  coldnefs,  and  formality,  in  worfttipi 
how  many  wandering,  vain,  idle,  and  worldly  thoughts, 
in  your  hearts,  when  your  bodies  are  in  the  houfe  of  God! 
Confider  only  the  infinite  glory  and  majefty  of  God,  in 
whofe  fight  the  heavens  themfelves  are  not  clean,  and 
who  charges  his  angels  with  folly ;  and  fay  whether  yoa 
have  ever  prayed  at  all  with  becoming  re verence  of  fpiriu 
Confider  only  the  unfpcakable  condefcenfion  of  that  God 
to  his  creatures,  and  the  unfearchable  riches  of  his  grace 
to  the  finner ;  and  fay,  whether  your  hearts  have  e?er 
been  fuitably  afletted  with  his  love. 

It  is  our  duty,  my  brethren,  to  confider,  how  fir  we 
have  been  from  preaching  the  word  of  God  with  proper 
impreflions  of  the  majefty  oPhim  in  whofe  name  we  fpeak; 
how  far  we  have  done  it  with  fimplicity  and  dignity,  nei- 
ther fearing  the  cenfure,  nor  courting  the  applaufe,  of  our 
fellow-finners ;  how  far  we  have  done  it  with  that  tender- 
nefs  and  affe&ion,  with  that  holy  fervor  and  importunity, 
which  the  value  of  thofe  precious  fouls  to  whom  we  fpeak 
manifeftly  demands.  And  is  it  not  your  bufmefs  to  con- 
fider, how  feldom  you  hear  with  that  attention,  reverence, 
humility,  and  love,  with  which  the  facred  and  important 
truths  of  the  everlafling  gofpel  ought  to  be  received  ;  how 
many  hear  much  more  as  judges  than  as  learners,  as  cri- 
tics rather  than  as  finncrs  ;  and  content  themfelves  with 
marking  the  weaknefs  of  an  indifferent,  or  praifing  the 
abilities  of  an  animated  fpeaker  ?  And  how  many  run 
with  itching  ears  from  one  congregation  to  another,  or 
even  from  one  party  or  profeffion  to  another,  not  that  they 
may  be  edified,  but  that  curiofity  and  fancy  may  be  grati- 
fied ?  How  many  loft  ordinances,  how  many  mifpent  fab- 
baths,  have  we  to  lament  before  God  ? 

When  we  come  to  the  fecond  table  of  the  law,  how 
many  finful  motives  mix  their  influence  in  the  duties  we 
perform  to  our  neighbors  ?  how  many  ads  of  juRice  owe- 
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fteir  being,  in  part  at  leaft,  to  fear  of  reproach  ?  how  ma- 
ny works  of  charity  owe  their  fplendor  to  a  defire  of  ap- 
plaufe,  as  will  as  to  a  better  principle  ?  I  (honld  never 
tore  done,  were  I  to  go  through  all  the  great  duties  of  the 
Chriftran  life,  and  obferve  the  fmful  defedts  that  cleave  to 
them.  I  believe  I  may  fay  with  great  truth,  that  would 
we  but  deal  faithfully,  there  would  be  nothing  more  neceC 
fary  to  Our  humiliation,  than  a  drift  examination  of  our 
duties  themfelves.  This  would  oblige  us  to  confefs,  that 
44  all  our  righteoufnefles  are  as  filthy  rags  before  God  ;n 
that  we  muft  not  plead  for  reward,  but  ibrgivenefs ;  that 
no  merit  of  our  own,  but  infinite  mercy  alone,  muft  be 
the  foundation  of  our  hope. 

Ill,  I  come  now  to  make  fome  practical  application  of 
the  fubjeft,  for  your  inftru&ion  and  diredlion.     And, 

I-  How  great  is  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin !  how  aftonifli- 
ing  the  blindnefs  of  finners  !     How  eafy  and  obvious  is 
the  confideration  of  our  fins,  in  the  order  in  which  I  have 
endeavored  to  fet  them  before  you !     Sins  of  omiffion,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  of  commiffion,  on  the  other  ;  and  du- 
ties faulty  in  both  refpetts,  viz.  by  eflential  qualities  ne- 
glefted,  and  fins  mixed  with  the  performances :  fins  in 
thought,  in  word,  and  in  deed,  againft  God,  our  neigh- 
bor, and  ourfelves.     Yet,  alas  !  how  many  are  there  in 
a  great  meafure  ignorant  of  the  fins  they  are  chargeable 
with,  and  therefore  fleeping  in  fecurity  !     Think,  my  be- 
loved hearers,  on  your  condition.     To  know  your  danger, 
is  the  firlt  ftep  to  deliverance.     Is  not  the  law  of  obedi. 
ence  clear,  written  upon  all  the  Creator's  works  ?     Is  it 
not  engraven  upon  the  confidence  ?  and  is  it  not  often  re- 
peated and  inforced  by  the  difpenfations  of  Providence  ? 
Would  there  be  fo  much  of  divine  judgment,  if  there  was 
no  offence  ?     Every  mtural  evil  proclaims  the  fin  of  man. 
An  inclement  fcafon,  an  injurious  world,  and  a  frail,  dy- 
ing body,  confpire  in  pointing  out  our  finful  ftate.     And 
yet,  after  all,  how  blind  is  the  linner  to  the  difcovery,  how 
deaf  to  the  friendly  warning,  how  regardlefs  of  the  ap- 
proaching trial !  Awake,  I  befeech  you,  while  there  may 
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be  peace,  Mid  look  upon  your  danger*  while  there  uyj6 
given  you  time  and  opportunity  to  fly  from  it.  \-m 

l.  If  the  holieft  cannot  fland  before  God,  ifntrfitli 
living  can  be  juftified  in  his  fight,  how  fearful  mnfi  belli 
fiate  of  thofe  who  are  lying  under  the  guilt  ofutrecianj 
aggravated,  and  repeated  crimes !  Though  great  proffc 
gatea  often  defert  the  ordinances  of  God,  that  they  may 
fin  at  greater  eafe,  and  meet  with  lefa  refinance ;  yet,  it 
lb  numerous  an  auembly  as  this,  there  is  reafon  to  fuppoft 
there  are  not  a  few  of  the  chief  of  tinners:  the  rather,  unt 
while  fome  defcrt  the  ordinances,  that  they  may  have  cafe 
from  within,  others  attend  them  as  a  cover,  that  die/, 
may  blind  their  neighbors,  and  meet  with  left  fufpicionsf 
difturbance  from  without.  How,  then,  can  murdereni 
fornicators,  fwearers,  drunkards,  thieves,  and  reamed 
of  unjuft  gain,  hear  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjeS 
without  trembling  for  themfelves  !  Hear  for  your  foul* 
fake  ;  bear  for  eternity's  fake  ;  hear,  I  befeech  you,  for 
Chrift's  fake.  O  that  the  Spirit  of  God  may  carry  home 
the  truth,  and  make  it  "  quick  and  powerful,  fliarper 
*'  than  a  two-edged  fword,"  Heb.  iv.  12.  It  is  an  eafy 
thing  for  you  now  to  diflemble  the  fins  which  men  would 
puniih,  and  even  to  boaft  of  the  fins  which  men  mud 
tolerate ;  but  hear  and  remember  the  two  following  pat 
fages  :  Heb.  iv.  13.  "  All  things  are  naked,  and  opened 
"  unto  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom  we  have  to  do;"  and 
Heb.  x.  31.  "It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  handsof 
«  the  living  God." 

3.  In  the  last  place,  If  any  chriftian  defires  to  keep  hi: 
confeience  tender  and  faithful,  to  have  a  deep  growing 
and  humbling  fenfe  of  his  own  fmfulnefs ;  if  he  would  bar 
the  gate  againft  the  entrance  of  pride,  or  banifh  it  after '' 
has  obtained  admiflion  ;  if  he  defires  to  walk  humbly  and 
watchfully — let  him  live  as  in  the  prefence  of  God,  W 
him  often  place  himfelf  at  his  awful  tribunal.  It  iseaf) 
to  juflify  ourfelves  before  men,  who  have  fo  little  to  re- 
qutre,  and  from  whom  fo  much  may  be  concealed  Tbf 
truth  is,  it  is  not  a  great  matter  to  be  able  to  fet  the  work 
at  defiance,  But  to  look  up  to  that  God  who  fittcth  upot 
the  throne  of  his  boUnefs,  is  of  infinitely  greater  moment 
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of  infinitely  greater  difficulty.  He  trieth  the  reint 
L  the  heart.  He  abhorred)  evil.  You  fee  how  Job  de- 
Jed  himfelf  againft  the  accufations  of  his  friends,  held 
his  integrity,  and  would  not  let  it  go ;  but  no  fooner 
God  Q**k  to  him  in  the  greatnefs  of  Us  power,  than 
confcffed  his  vilenefs,  and  laid  his  hand  upon  his 
ath.  In  the  fame  manner,  he  that  would  guard  againft 
impositions  of  a  deceitful  heart,  that  would  not  be 
led  by  flattering  friends,  or  led  aftray  by  a  miftaken 
rid  ;  that  would  rather  walk  in  the  path  of  penitence 
i  fecurity ;  let  him  live  as  in  the  prefence  of  GocL 
i  happy,  happy  they,  who  take  confufion  of  face  to 
nfelves  now,  and  feek  for  mercy  through  the  blood  of 
atonement,  in  companion  of  thole  who  jufiify  them* 
es  now,  but  fhall  (land  at  laft  with  unutterable  con- 
m  before  the  fupreme  judge,  ready  to  pronounce  the 
verfiUe  fentence. 
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PSALM  cxxx.  4. 

tut  there  is  forgiveness  with   thee;    that   thou  may  est  be 

feared, 

AFTER  confidcring  our  own  miferable  and  guilty 
fiate,  and  how  little  any  plea  -which  we  can  offer 
*ill  avail  before  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God,  it  is 
proper  to  turn  our  eyes  to  his  mercy,  as  the  only  foun- 
dation of  our  hope  and  peace.  This  is  of  the  utmoft  ne- 
eeffity  to  every  penitent.  When  a  fenfe  of  fin  hath  truly 
taken  hold  of  the  confcience,  it  is  fo  intolerable,  that  no 
toan  can  continue  long  in  that  condition.  When  the 
*aves  and  billows  of  divine  wrath  are  going  over  him, 
ie  muft  either  fallen  upon  fome  ground  of  hope,  or  fuf- 
er  ftiipwreck  upon  the  rocks  of  defpair.  There  are  in- 
deed, alas  that  we  fliould  be  fo  liable  to  delufion  !  many 
fays  of  weakening  the  force  of  conviction,  and  obtaining 
•  temporary,  imperfect,  or  falfe  peace.  But  the  only  fafe 
nd  ftable  ground  of  hope  is  the  divine  mercy.  And  hap- 
>y  the  finner  who  obtains  fuch  difcoveries  of  its  extent 
nd  efficacy,  as  to  make  him  cleave  to  it  with  undivided 
ffedtion,  and  reft  upon  it  as  the  anchor  of  his  foul,  from 
Yhich  he  is  refolved  never  to  depart. 

Believe  it,  Chriftians,  the  more  the  finner  looks  into 
ii6  own  ftate,  the  more  real  and  thorough  his  acquain- 
ance  with  his  own  heart  is,  the  more  he  finds,  that  not 
he  leaft  ray  of  hope  can  arife  from  that  quarter.  This  is 
Tecifely  the  import  of  the  Pfalmiifs  declaration  in  this 
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paflage,  taking  the  one  branch  of  it  in  connexion  with 
the  other ;  as  if  he  had  faid,  When  I  confider  how  great 
and  multiplied  my  tranfgreflions  have  been,  I  muft  Hand 
fpeechlefs,  and  without  excufe,  before  thy  holy  tribunal, 
and  juitify  thee,  although  thou  fhouldft  condemn  me. 
But  Lord,  thou  art  a  God  of  infinite  mercy.  This  I  fii 
upon  as  the  foundation  of  my  hope.  I  fee  nothing  ia 
myfelf  to  plead.  Thy  law  accufes  me.  My  own  con. 
fcience  paffes  fentence  upon  me.  I  am  not  able  to  fup- 
port  the  view  of  thy  juftice  and  holinefs.  Whither  can  I 
fly,  but  to  thy  mercy  ?  Here  I  defire  to  take  refuge,  and 
to  my  unfpeakable  confolation  there  is  forgivenefs  with 
thee ;  fo  that  thou  mayeft  and  oughteft  to  be  feared.  In 
difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjett,  which  I  intend  to  do  in 
a  manner  entirely  pra&ical,  I  propofe,  in  a  dependance 
on  divine  grace,  to  follow  this  method. 

I.  I  fliall  give  a  brief  view  of  the  difcoveries  which 
God  hath  made  of  his  mercy,  as  the  foundation  of  the 
tinner's  hope ;  or,  in  other  words,  fhew  what  reafon  we 
have  to  believe,  that  there  is  forgivenefs  with  him. 

II.  I  fliall  point  out  the  connexion  between  the  mercjr 
of  God  and  his  fear ;  or  explain  the  import  of  this  ex- 
predion,  u  There  is  forgivenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayeft 
"  be  feared." 

III.  1  fhall  make  fome  pradlical  improvement  of  the 
fubjeot, 

I.  Firft,  then,  let  us  attempt  to  give  a  brief  view  of 
the  difcoveries  which  God  hath  made  of  his  mercy,  as  the 
foundation  of  the  finner's  hope ;  or,  in  other  words,  flicw 
what  reafon  we  have  to  believe,  that  there  is  forgivenefs 
with  him.  For  this  purpofe  I  obferve,  firft  of  all,  that 
the  patience  and  forbearance  of  God  towards  tinners,  in 
the  courfe  of  his  providence,  is  the  efFett  of  his  mercy. 
Even  this  affords  fome  faint  hope,  that  there  may  be  for- 
givenefs with  him.  See  the  reafo\iing  or  the  expoftul* 
tion  of  Jonah  on  the  refpite  of  the  deilru&ion  of  Nineveh, 
Jonah  iv.  2.  u  And  he  prayed  unto  the  Lord  and  faid 
"  I  pray  thee,  O  Lord,  was  not  this  my  faying,  when  1 
"  was  yet  in  my  country  i  Therefore  I  fled  before  untt 
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"  Tarthifii :  for  I  knew  that  thou  art  a  gracious  God,  and 
M  merciful,  (low  to  anger,  and  of  great  kindnefs,  and 
"  repented  thee  of  the  evil."  The  fentence  being  fuf- 
pended,  there  is  time  given  to  apply  for  pardon,  and 
fpace  for  the  exercile  of  repentance,  with  a  peradventure, 
or  who  can  tell,  whether  he  may  not  be  gracious.  We 
may  add  to  this,  his  continual  benignity  and  kindnefs  to 
all  his  creatures,  not  excepting  the  evil,  the  unthankful, 
and  the  unholy.  The  native  tendency  of  both  thefe  is  to 
lead  the  guilty  to  repentance,  as  we  are  told,  Rom.  ii.  4. 
14  Or  defpifeit  thou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefs  and  for- 
u  bearance,  and  long-fuffering,  not  knowing  that  the 
"  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance  ?"  But 
though  this  ought  to  be  mentioned,  I  am  very  fenfible, 
how  inefficient  it  is  of  itfelf  to  give  confolation  to  a 
wounded  fpirit.  Taking  in  the  whole  plan  of  providence, 
there  are  fo  many  tokens  of  our  Creator's  difpleafure,  fo 
much  to  be  feen  of  the  juftice  and  holinefs,  as  well  as  of 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  that  it  mud  leave  the  (inner  Hill 
under  a  dreadful  uncertainty  in  a  matter  of  fucb  infinite 
concern.  Torn  by  the  fufpicion  which  is  infcparable 
from  guilt,  he  is  full  of  reillefs  anxiety ;  and  knowing 
that  he  mud  fliortly  appear  before  God  in  an  unembodied 
flate,  he  is  often  putting  this  queftion  to  himfelf,  Where- 
with fhall  I  come  before  the  Lord?  How  ihall  I  be  able 
to  (land  in  the  judgment  ?  And  therefore, 

2.  God  hath  revealed  himfelf  in  his  word,  as  merciful 
and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and  flow  to  anger.  This 
vas  the  great  truth  on  which  the  fmner's  hope  depended 
ever  fmce  the  apoftafy  of  our  firft  parents.  Never  fince 
that  time  could  any  man  produce  his  title  to  divine  favor 
in  his  own  obedience :  and  therefore  the  mercy  of  God 
Sarly  intimated  in  the  firft  pro  mile,  continued  to  make,  if 
[  may  fpeak  fo,  the  leading  part  of  the  divine  charadter  in 
til  the  discoveries  he  made  of  himfelf.  Thus,  at  the  gi- 
fitig  of  the  law,  Exod.  xxxiv.  5,  G,  7.  "  And  the  Lord 
(  defcended  in  the  cloud,  and  ftood  with  him  there,  and 
'  proclaimed  the  name  of  the  Ix>rd.  And  the  Lord  paff- 
•  ed  by  before  him,  and  proclaimed,  The  Lord,  The 
Lord  God,  merciful  and  gracious,  long-fuffering,  and. 

Vol..  I.  P  P 


$01  Hope  of  Forgiveness  tvith  God. 

41  abundant  in  goodnefs  and  truth.  Keeping  mercy  for 
i(  thoufands,  forgiving  iniquity  and  tranfgreflion  and  fin, 
44  and  that  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty ;  vifiting  the 
14  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  and  upon  the 
14  childrens  children,  unto  the  third  and  to  the  fourth  g& 
44  neration."  To  the  fame  purpofe  the  Pfalmift  David 
Pfal.  ciii,  8.  u  The  Lord  is  merciful  and  gracious,  flon 
41  to  anger,  and  plenteous  in  mercy."  Hear  alfo  the  pro. 
phet  Micah  ;  Micah  vii.  18.  <4  Who  is  a  God  like  untc 
i4.  thee,  that  pardoneth  iniquity  ;  and  paffeth  by  the  tranf 
44  greflion  of  the  remnant  of  his  heritage  ?  He  retained 
44  not  his  anger  for  ever,  becaufe  he  delighteth  in  mercy." 

I  do  not  here  flay  to  confider  what  hints  were  given  hi 
the  ancient  difpenfation,  of  the  atonement  which  was  af- 
terwards to  be  made  by  the  incarnation  of  the  Saviour. 
Doubtlefs  there  was  fome  refpedt  to  this  in  the  very  firfl 
promife  of  the  seed  of  the  woman,  and  alfo  in  the  promife 
to  Abraham,  that  in  his  seed  all  nations  of  the  earth  fhould 
be  bleffed.  The  fame  thing  was  prefigured  by  the  facri- 
fice«,  and  fhadowed  out  by  many  different  rites  of  the 
Mofaic  oeconomy.  It  mud,  however,  be  allowed,  that 
the  faithful  in  thofeages  faw  it  only  obfeurely,  and  of  con- 
fequence  underftood  it  very  imperfedlly.  But  it  was  on 
the  revealed  mercy  of  God,  which  they  were  obliged  ta 
feek  in  the  way  appointed  by  himfelf,  that  they  placed 
their  entire  dependance. 

I  cannot  help  obferving  to  you,  how  very  encouraging 
the  aflurances  of  pardon  are  through  many  paflages  of  the 
Old  Teftament ;  how  very  gracious  the  invitations  to  the 
finner,  as  if  they  had  been  contrived  on  purpofe  to  re- 
move the  jealoufy  which  the  guilty  are  too  apt  to  enter- 
tain ;  Ifa.  i.  18.  4<  Come  now  and  letusreafon  together, 
44  faith  the  Lord :  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  fhaS 
44  be  as  white  as  fnow ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon 
44  they  fhall  be  as  wool."  Ifa.  xliii.  25.  "  I,  even  I  as 
44  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreflions  for  mine  own  fake 
44  and  will  not  remember  thy  fins."  Ifa.  xliv.  22.  44 ! 
44  have  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud,  thy  tranfgreflions,  an 
44  as  a  cloud,  thy  fins :  return  unto  me,  for  I  have  redeem 
44  ed  thee."    Ifa.  lv.  1,  <4  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftetl: 
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41  fome  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ; 
44  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk 
u  without  money,  and  without  price."  Is  this  the  word  of 
Cod  ?  Are  thefe  paflages  written  for  our  benefit  ?  Is  there 
any  thing  more  plain,  than  that  God  is  merciful  and  gra- 
cious ;  nay  that  he  delighteth  in  mercy  ?  How  great  en- 
couragement is  this  to  the  exercife  of  repentance  ?  In  this 
very  view,  indeed,  it  is  urged  by  the  prophet  in  the  6th 
and  7th  verfes  of  the  laft  cited  chapter ;  "  Seek  ye  the 
tt  Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  call  ye  upon  him  while 
*  he  is  near.  Let  the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the 
u  unrighteous  man  his  thoughts  :  and  let  him  return  unto 
u  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our 
<l  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  pardon." 

1  fhall  only  add,  that  as  the  fcripture  every  where  bears 
teftimony  to  the  readinefs  of  God  to  pardon  returning 
finners,  fo  there  are  alfo  many  paflages  in  which  he  de- 
clares his  readinefs  to  pardon  the  failings  which  continue 
to  cleave  to  his  own  people,  and  treat  them  with  the  ut- 
moft  tendernefs  and  grace :  Pfal.  ciii.  13.  "  Like  a  father 
w  pitieth  his  children,  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that  fear 
Him."  Ifa.  xl.  11.  "  He  fhall  feed  his  flock  like  a 
?  fhepherd  :  he  fhall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm,  and 
V  carry  them  in  his  bofom,  and  fhall  gently  lead  thofe  that 
?are  with  young."  Mai.  iii.  17.  u  And  they  fhall  be 
44  mine,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts,  in  that  day  when  I  make 
"  up  my  jewels,  and  I  will  fpare  them  as  a  man  fpareth 
11  his  own  fon  that  ferveth  him." 

3.  But  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  for  the  complete 
illuftration  of  this  truth,  obferve  that  it  appears  in  the 
cleared  manner,  from  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  that  there  is 
fcigivenefs  with  God.  In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  God  lent 
his  own  fon  in  our  nature,  to  be  a  vi£lim  and  facrifice 
for  our  offences,  to  bear  our  fins  in  his  own  body  on  the 
tree.  In  this  aftonifhing  event,  indeed,  the  love  and 
mercy  of  God  fhines  with  the  brighteft  luflre :  John  iii. 
16.  "  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
4  gotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fhould 
{  not  perifhrbut  have  everlafling  life."  In  this  great 
ranfaftion,  we  have  not  only  an  affurance  of  obtaining, 
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but  fee  the  price  paid  for  the  purehafe  of  our  pardon 
i  Pet.  i.  18.  "  For  ye  were  not  redeemed  with  co 
44  ruptible  things,  as  filver  and  gold,  from  your  vain  coi 
44  verfation  received  by  tradition  from  your  fathers."  I 
(lead  of  finding  the  juftice  of  God  ftand  in  the  way  of  o 
reconciliation  and  peace,  juftice  being  fully  fatisftcd,  fei 
the  pardon,  and  adds  to  the  comfort  of  the  finner. 
the  infinite  value  of  this  atonement,  we  may  fee  the  c 
tent  of  the  divine  mercy.  In  the  infinite  power  of  tl 
Saviour,  we  may  fee  the  perfe6\  fecurity  of  thofe  who  f 
their  trull  in  him.  Salvation,  in  all  its  parts,  is  offered 
the  chief  of  fmners  :  fo  that,  as  the  apoftle  expreffes 
Heb.  vi.  18.  44  That  by  two  immutable  things,  in  whi 
44  it  was  impoflible  for  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  ftro 
44  confolation,  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  up 
44  the  hope  fet  before  us." 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed ;  whi 
was,  to  point  out  the  connexion  between  the  mercy 
God  and  his  fear,  or  explain  the  import  of  this  expr 
fion, 44  There  is  forgivenefs  with  thee  that  thou  mayeft 
44  feared."  The  import  of  this  expreffion  mult  be  a  lit 
different,  as  we  underitand  the  word  Jcar,  which  is  for 
times  taken  in  a  larger,  and  fometimes  in  a  more  limii 
fenfe.  Sometimes,  as  being  fo  eminent  a  part,  it  is  nu 
ufe  of  to  fignify  the  whole  of  religion;  fometimes  it  I 
nifies  that  awe  and  veneration  of  the  facrtd  majeft) 
God  with  which  every  one  of  his  fervants  ought  to  be 
bicaally  poffeffed.  I  fliull  briefly  confider  it  in  both  th 
views,  there  not  being  the  leaft  oppofition  between  th< 
and  both  carrying  in  them  the  moil  important  and  faint 
inliruftion. 

If  we  take  the  fear  of  God  in  the  text  to  fignify 

1  *  • 

whole  of  that  duty  and  obedience  we  owe  to  him,  tl 
♦he  connexion  between  forgivenefs  with  God  and  his 
ing  feared,  appears  from  thefe  two  confides  ations. 

x.  A  difcovery  of  the  mercy  of  God  is  abfolutely 
eeflary  to  his  being  loved  and  fcrved  by  thofe  who  h 
once  been  linners.     Defpair  of  mercy  dr'ues  the  fin 
from  God,  prefects  him  only  as  the  objedt  of  terror: 
averfion;  and,  iniiead  cf  having  the   leail  influence 
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g  us  to  obedience,  confirms  the  guilty  in  his  re- 
loppofition  to  his  Maker.  This  muft  be  manifeft 
y  hearer.  There  can  be  no  religion  at  all,  either 
nation  or  performance,  if  there  be  no  forgivenefs 
od.  How  fhould  any  fo  much  as  attempt  what 
lieve  to  be  an  unprofitable  labor  ? 
jgh  this  is  a  truth  which  none  will  deny,  I  am 
t  is  a  truth  not  fufficiently  attended  to  either  in  its 
:y  or  influence.  It  tends  greatly  to  ill  uft  rate  the 
>lan  of  falvation,  by  the  riches  of  divine  grace,  or 
e,  unmerited,  unfolicited,  love  of  God.  How 
oes  it  add  to  the  beauty  and  meaning  of  feveral 
i  of  fcripture !  as  1  John  iv.  10.  ci  Herein  is  love, 
lat  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  fent 
>n  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our  fins."  Rom.  v.  8. 
jod  commendeth  his  love  towards  us,  in  that  while 
ere  yet  finners,  Chrift  died  for  us."     And  the  10th 

the  fame  chapter,  u  If  when  we  were  enemies, 
ere  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son ; 
1  more  being  reconciled,  we  lhall  be  faved  by  his 
Guilt  is  of  a  fufpicious  nature.  It  is  even  ob- 
n  offences  committed  by  one  man  againft  another, 
who  hath  done  the  injury  is  always  hardeft  to  be 
led.  The  fame  thing  appears  very  plainly  in  the 
on  of  finners  towards  God.  A  gloomy  fear,  a 
lent  terror,  greatly  hinders  their  return  to  him ; 
1  they  ever  take  one  ftep  towards  him,  till,  by  the 

of  his  mercy,  this  infuperable  obftruttion  is  re- 

lS  a  difcovery  of  the  mercy  of  God  is  abfolutely  ne- 
to  our  ferving  him  at  all,  fo  it  is,  perhaps,  of  all 
he  moft  powerful  motive  to  induce  us  to  ferve  him 
Tity.  Nothing  whatever  more  illuftrates  the  di- 
ory.  It  prefents  him  as  the  proper  objett  of  wor- 
F  confidence,  and  of  love.  When  a  finner  is  once 
?d  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  fees  the  demerit  of  his 
jffions,  and  feels  the  juftice  of  his  own  fentence, 
1  inconceivable  relief  muft  it  give  him  to  fee  the 
nercy !  and  how  infinitely  amiable  muft  this  God 
y  appear  in  his  eyes !  Others  may  reafon  at  their 
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cafe  upon  the  fubjeft,  he  is  tranfported  with  unfpe; 
joy  on  the  profpeft.  His  heart  is  immediately  takei 
tive :  he  feels  its  conftraining  power,  and  yields  h 
willingly  to  every  demand  of  duty  and  gratitude, 
to  this  purpofe,  the  expreflions  of  the  prophet  Hofi 
xi.  4.  "  I  drew  them  with  cords  of  a  man,  with  ba 
u  love,  and  I  was  to  them  as  they  that  take  off  the 
u  on  their  jaws,  and  I  laid  meat  unto  them."  The 
thing  is  every  where  in  the  New  Teliament  repre 
as  the  great  commanding  principle  of  obedience,  : 
v.  14.  "For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth  us,  b 
"  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then  wi 
44  dead."  1  John  iv.  16.  u  And  we  have  known  ai 
44  lieved  the  love  that  God  hath  to  us.  God  is  love 
44  he  that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  G 
44  him."  And  verfe  19,  of  the  fame  chapter,  44  Wi 
44  him,  becaufc  he  firtt  loved  us." 

But  further,  even  taking  fear  in  a  more  limited 
as  fignifying  a  holy  reverence  and  dread  of  the  powe 
majelly  of  God,  there  being  forgivenefs  with  him, 
far  from  weakening,  that  it  ftrengthens  this  fear ;  an 
on  the  two  following  accounts. 

1.  The  infinite  obligations  we  lie  under  to  divine 
cy,  muft  ferve  to  improve  our  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  f 
committed  again  ft  fo  good  and  fo  gracious  a  God,  a 
increafe  our  abhorrence  of  it.  The  mercy  of  God 
guilty,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  brings  unfpeakable  1 
lation,  as  delivering  them  from  the  wrath  to  come, : 
to  humble  them,  by  a  view  of  their" own  un worth 
undutiful  conduft.  When  an  awakened  convinced 
under  the  apprehenfion  of  eternity  approaching,  beg 
contemplate  the  mercy  of  God  as  the  ground  of  fo: 
nefs,  he  immediately  thinks  upon  this  mercy,  as  h 
all  along  fpared  him  in  the  midfl:  of  his  provoca 
What  a  wonder  of  mercy  is  it,  does  he  fay  to  himfell 
I  was  not  immediately  cut  off  in  my  wickednefs,  ai 
a  time,  or  at  fuch  a  time,  which  now  return  full  up< 
memory  !  He  cannot  eafily  feparate  the  remembrai 
pad  crimes  from  the  mercy  that  with-held  irnim 
vengeance.     And  furely  nothing  wilL  ferve  more  to 
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tk  firmer  tremble  and  (hind  aftonifhed  at  his  own  guilt, 
fan  refle£tion  on  that  forbearance  of  a  natient  God,  which 
ad  not  doom  him  to  inflant  and  deferred  deltruttion,  but 
JJNUied  him  to  hear  the  glad  tidings  of  peace. 

Thus  the  unfpeakable  grace  of  God  in  the  gofpel  opens 
die  fprings  of  pentitential  for  row,  and  makes  them  flow 
more  fweetly  indeed,  but  more  freely,  and  more  copioufly 
dun  before.  You  may  obferve  the  ftrong  pifture  of  pe- 
nitence  and  love,  which  is  drawn  with  inimitable  beauty 
bf  the  evangelilt  Luke,  ch.  vii.  37,  38.  u  And  behold  a 
14  woman  in  the  city,  which  was  a  finner,  when  fhe  knew 
uthat  Jefus  fat  at  meat  in  the  Pharifee's  houfe,  brought 
u  an  alabafter-box  of  ointment,  and  flood  at  his  feet  be- 
44  hind  him  weeping,  and  began  to  wafh  his  feet  with 

*  tears,  and  did  wipe  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  and 
u  killed  his  feet,  and  anointed  them  with  the  ointment." 
Was  it  not  in  grace  and  mercy  that  the  fufferins  Saviour 
looked  upon  Peter,  which  immediately  confounded  him  r 
Luke  xxii.  61,  62.  "  And  the  I^ord  turned,  and  looked 
u  upon  Peter ;  and  Peter  remembered  the  word  of  the 
14  Lord,  how  he  had  faid  unto  him,  Before  the  cock  crow, 

*  thou  flialt  deny  me  thrice.  And  Peter  went  out,  and 
"wept  bitterly."  What  is  it  elfe  that  is  reprefented  by 
the  prophet  as  haying  fo  ftrong  an  effect  upon  the  believer 
in  producing  penitential  forrow,  but  the  love  of  our  Re- 
deemer? Zech.  xii.  10.  "  And  I  will  pour  upon  the  houfe 
11  of  David,  and  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,  the 

*  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fupplications,  and  they  (hall  look 
upon  me  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  they  lhall  mourn 
for  him,  as  one  mourneth  for  his  only  fon,  and  lhall  be 

14  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  one  that  is  in  bittcrnefs  for  his 
44  firft-born." 

1.  Forgivenefs  with  God  tends  to  increafe  our  fear  and 
reverence  of  him,  from  the  manner  in  which,  and  the  con- 
dition on  which  it  is  bellowed.  Every  circumftance  in 
this  difpenfation  of  divine  mercy  is  calculated  to  abafe  the 
inner,  and  leave  him  nothing  whereof  to  glory  before 
Sod.  Forgivenefs  is  always  declared  to  be  an  aft  of  fo- 
rercign  grace,  If.  xliii.  25.  "  I,  even  I  am  he  thatblotteth 
1  out  thy  tranfgreffions  for  mine  on  fake,  and  will  not 
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44  remember  thy  fins."     We  are  many  times  cautiotoe 

againlt  imputing  to  ourfelves,  or  our  own  merit,  what 

merely  the  effett  of  divine  mercy.     If  the  fcripture  isra 

with  care,  there  will  be  obferved  many  pafiages  which  a 

ry  this  inilrudion  in  them,  to  beware  of  taking  merit 

ourfelves  from  the  divine  goodnefs,  or  any  effeft  or  expr 

iion  of  it :  l)eut.  ix.  4,  5.  "  Speak  not  thou  in  thine  ha 

"  after  that  the  Lord  thy  God  hail  caft  them  out  from  I 

fct  fore  thee,  faying,  For  my  righteoufnefs  the  Lord  hi 

41  brought  me  in  to  poifefs  this  land  :  but  for  the  wicki 

•%  nefs  of  thefe  nations  the  Lord  doth  drive  them  out  fn 

14  beiore  thee.     Not  for  thy  righteoufnefs,  or  for  the  1 

4fc  righuieis  of  thine  heart,  (loft  thou  go  to  poffefs  their  Ian 

44  but  for  the  wickednefs  of  thefe  nations  the  Lord  thy  G 

44  doth  drive  them  ouc  from  before  thee,  and  that  he  ic 

41  perform  the  word  which  the  Lord  fware  unto  thy  fattx 

4i  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob."     Ezek.   xxxvi.   21,  : 

"  but  1  had  piiy  for  "mine  holy  name,  which  the  houfc 

u  HVael  had  profaned  among  the  heathen,  whither  tl 

44  went.     Tnerefore  fay  unto  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  Tl 

44  faith  the  Lord  God,  1  do  not  this  for  vour  fakes,  Oho 

4w  of  liraei,  but  for  mine  holy  name's  fake,  which  ye  hi 

44  profaned  among  the  heathen,  whither  ye  went.'1 

it  is  probably  alfo  with  this  view,  if  we  may  prefuinc 
oficr  an  opinion  op.  fo  deep  a  fubjett,  that  the  obje£b 
facial  mercy  are  fometimes  chofeti  from  among  the  n 
criminal,  even  the  chief  of  Tinners.  Does  not  this  fori 
in  the  itrongefl  terms,  every  man  to  harbor  the  1 
thought,  as  if  by  his  own  righteoufnefs,  or  being  coin 
rativeiy  lefs  wirk:*d  than  others,  he  had  been  entitled 

the  divine  favor :   Rom.  ix.  15. 18.  u  For  he  faitl 

41  Mofcs,  1  will  have  mercv  on  whom  I  will  have  niei 
41  and  I  will  have  compaflion  on  whom  I  will  have  c( 
44  paffion.  So  then  i:  is  not  of  him  that  willeth,  nor  of  I 
4i  that  runneth  but  of  God  thai  Iheweth  mercy.  For 
44  fcripture  faith  unto  Pharaoh,  Even  for  this  fame  purj 
44  have  I  railed  thee  up,  that  I  might  (hew  my  powei 
44  thee,  and  that  my  name  might  be  declared  througl 
*4  all  the  earth.  Therefore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom 
44  will  have  mercy,  and  whom  he  will  he  hanfeneth." 
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-  But  the  circumftance  on  which  we  are  called  chiefly  to 
<x  our  attention,  is,  that  forgive nefs  is  bellowed  only 
through  the  blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  freely  and  gracloufly 
beftowed  upon  the  finner,  but  was  dearly  and  hardly  pur- 
chafed  by  the  furety.  This  is  no  new  or  unufual  fubjeft 
in  this  congregation.  But  Oh  !  my  brethren,  that  we 
could  in  fome  meafure  apprehend  its  infinite  importance. 
Think,  I  befeech  you,  on  the  holinefs  and  juftice  of  God, 
II  tbey  fhine  in  the  fuffc rings  and  crofs  of  Chrift :  that  a 
righteous  God  required  full  fatisfaftion  for  fin;  that  "the 

*  Lord  laid  on  him  the  iniquities  of  us  all;9'  that  "it 

*  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to  grief." 
Are  not  the  majefty  and  purity  of  God  fet  forth  in  this 
tnnfa&ion,  in  the  mod  clear  and  legible,  nay  in  the  mod 
'Infill  and  terrible  characters  ?  For  they  are  written  in 
Hood.  Is  the  Lord  to  be  praifed  for  his  mercy  ?  and  is 
he  not  alfo  to  be  feared  for  his  juilice  ?  May  we  not,  or 
nther  muft  we  not,  fay,  Cl  If  fuch  things  were  done  in  the 

*  green  tree,  what  fliall  be  done  in  the  dry  ?"  If  God 
fcw  it  neceffary  to  lay  fuch  a  load  of  wrath  upon  the  Holy 
One,  when  ftanding  in  the  room  of  finners,  what  fhali 
be  the  condition  of  the  impenitent  tranfgreflbr9,  who  fhali 
lie  under  it  forever  ?  We  may  well  adopt  the  words  of 
Mofes  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  Deut.  xxviii.  58,  59.  "If 
14  thou  wilt  not  obferve  to  do  all  the  words  of  this  law  that 
M  are  written  in  this  book,  that  thou  mayft  fear  this  glo- 
41  nous  and  fearful  name,  THE  LORD  THY  GOD ; 
M  then  the  Lord  will  make  thy  plagues  wonderful,  jmd 
"  the  plagues  of  thy  feed,  even  great  plagues,  and  of  long 
"continuance,  and  fore  iicknefles,  and  of  long  continu- 
"  ance." 

Do  you  not  now,  my  brethren,  fee  much  propriety,  as 
well  as  inftru&ion,  in  this  language.  u  But  there  is  for. 
"  givenefs  with  thee,  that  thou  mayft  be  feared :"  The 
expreffion  indeed  is  not  Angular  in  the  holy  Scripture,  even 
Hi  the  fenfe  now  illuftrated.  It  is  certainly  on  the  fame 
fcbje£t  the  Pfalmift  is  fpeaking,  when  he  lays,  Pf.  xl.  3. 
44  And  he  hath  put  a  new  foryn  my  mouth,  even  praiie 
H  unto  our  God  :  many  fliall  fee  it,  and  fear,  and  lhali 
44  truft  in  the  Lord."     As  alfo  the  prophet  Hofea,  ch.  iii. 
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5.  "  Afterwards  (hall  the  children  of  Ifrael  return,  and 
Ci  feck  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  and  flat 
"  fear  the  Lord,  and  his  goodnefs  in  the  latter  day  s." 

III.  I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  praftical  improve* 
ment  of  what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

1.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn,  that  none 
can  underlland,  embrace,  or  efteem  the  mercy  of  God, 
but  thofe  who  are  convinced  of  their  fin  and  mifeiy.— 
Mercy  can  be  of  benefit  only  to  the  guilty ;  mercy  eta 
be  bellowed  only  on  the  guilty ;  and  therefore  all  that  can 
be  faid  in  illuftration  of  the  divine  mercy,  all  that  can  be 
laid  in  commendation  of  the  divine  mercy,  will  be  et 
teemed  as  idle  tales  by  thofe  who  do  not  know  themfelves 
to  be  guilty.  Hence  the  negligence  and  unconcern  with 
which  the  gofpel  is  received.  Very  many  of  thofe  to  whom 
it  is  addrefled  are  infenfible  of  their  danger.  The  em- 
ployments of  the  world  ingrofs  their  time;  the  enjoyments 
of  the  world  poflels  their  affe£tions:  an  eternal,  unchange- 
able ftate  is  fuppofed  at  too  great  a  diftance  to  require  their 
attention.  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  to  confider,  that 
the  time  of  your  trial  is  walling  apace.  Let  the  com- 
mencement of  another  feafon*  put  you  in  mind  of  its 
fpeedy  paflage,  and  perfuade  you  to  look  forward  to  the 
day  of  death  or  judgment,  when  all  offers  of  mercy,  and 
exhortations  to  repentance,  fhall  ceafe,  and  when,  though 
iliere  may  be  forgivenefs  with  God  to  all  the  proper  objects 
of  it  in  his  extenfive  dominion,  yet  there  fhall  be  no  for- 
givenefsfor  you. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid  you  may  obferve,  that  the 
publication  of  divine  mercy,  that  the  illuftration  of  the 
riches  of  divine  grace  in  the  gofpel,  hath  not  the  leaft  ten- 
dency to  leffen  our  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  or  the  obliga- 
tion we  lie  under  to  obedience  :  on  the  contrary,  it  ferves 
greatly  to  improve  both  the  one  and  the  other.  When  we 
endeavor  to  bring  confolation  to  the  broken  in  heart;  when 
we  fet  before  them  the  tender  mercies  of  our  God,  and  the 
infinite  compaflion  of  the  Saviour ;  when  we  prefs  them 

•  Preached  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
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en  to  the  invitations  of  the  gofpel ;  when  we  en- 
diem  tq  reft  their  falvation  upon  it,  and  to  be  at 
this  only  ferves  to  excite  their  indignation  againft 
I  perfuade  them  to  fly  from  it,  to  bring  them  to 
lience  of  children,  and  fhed  abroad  the  love  of  Godv 
hearts. 

rom  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  differ- 
stween  a  real  and  fcriptural  difcovery  of  forgive- 
h  God,  and  that  carelefs  fecurity  which  arifes  Jrom 
nptuous  reliance  on  his  general  mercy.  The  one 
s  convittion,  the  other  produces  it.  The  general 
nmon  plea  of  God's  mercy,  keeps  the  firmer  at 
le  is ;  but  a  real  and  fcriptural  difcovery  of  forgive, 
h  God,  heals  the  broken  in  heart,  and  at  the  fame 
;reafes  their  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  their  abhor- 
f  every  approach  to  it. 

imption,  and  fuch  views  of  God's  mercy  as  are 
y  the  fecure,  arife  entirely  from  the  extenuation  of 
'he  language  of  their  hearts  is,  "  Surely  this  is  not 
a  matter,  but  God's  mercy  will  forgive  it."  If 
1  either  ferioufly  examine  yourfelves,  or  obferve, 
ne  attention,  the  difcourfe  of  carelefs  worldly  per- 
)u  will  perceive  this  very  clearly.  They  comfort 
ves  with  the  thoughts  of  their  little  comparative 
ither  than  of  the  certainty  and  greatnefs  of  divine 
u  I  may  perhaps,"  fays  one  of  them, u  have  been 
*  of  fuch  or  fuch  fins :  but  I  am  fure  I  never  did  fo 
"  or  perhaps  as  fome  others  who  immediately  oc- 
their  minds  as  greater  finners  than  themfelves.  I 
help  mentioning  to  you  the  faying  of  a  prince  of 
n  country  towards  the  clofe  of  life,  who  had  been  a 
able  libertine  in  his  younger  years  :  u  I  cannot 
,"  fays  he*  "  that  God  will  be  fo  hard  as  to  damn 
n  for  taking  a  little  pleafure  out  of  the  common 
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ppofition  to  this,  the  true  penitent  fees  more  than 
s  inexculable  guilt  as  a  finner,  but  hopes  for  for- 
s  from  God,  as  the  effett  of  his  own  infinite  grace, 

*  K.  Charles  II.  to  Bifhop  BurueU 
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and  the  accomplHhment  of  his  promife  in  the  gofpd. 
He  gives  the  whole  glory  of  it  to  him  ;  and  never  thinks 
of  diminifhing  the  luftre  of  his  tranfcendent  mercy,  bjr 
covering  or  extenuating  the  offence.  Hence  fecure  per- 
fons  are  eafily  fatisfied,  while  true  penitents  make  fuppli- 
Cation  With  ftrong  crying  and  tears.  They  are  often  re- 
confitferifig  the  promife,  and  frequently  queftioning  the 
groand  on  which  their  dependance  has  been  placed. 
Hence  alfo  fecure  perfons  feek  eafe  to  thernfelves  from 
the  remonftrances  of  confeience,  by  ftifltng  convidlion, 
and  offering  excufes;  but  true  penitents,  by  giving  foil 
force  to  the  accufation,  and  pleading  the  benefit  of  the  rc- 
miflion.  To  fay  all  in  a  word,  the  one  ilrugglcs  hard  to 
be  found  innocent,  the  other  to  obtain  iftercy* 

4-  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  of  how  much 
moment  it  is  to  the  Chriftian  to  keep  clear  views  pf  the 
mercv  of  God,  as  well  as  of  his  own  intercft  in  it.  The 
moment  he  lofes  the  comfortable  fenfe  of  peace  with  God, 
his  chariot-wheels  are  troubled,  and  he  drives  heavily,  It 
makes  his  duty  burdenfome,  and  his  trials  infupportable. 
And  no  wonder,  fmce  he  is  not  fo  far  left  of  God  as  to 
return  to  the  fecurity  of  finners  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
the  fource  of  his  inward  confolation  is  like  a  spring  shut 
up,  and  a  fountain  seeded.  For  what  end  are  the  pro- 
mifes  of  God  contained  in  fcripture  ?  why  are  they  put 
into  your  hands?  why  are  they  repeated  in  your  ears? 
Why,  but  for  preferving  you  in  that  peace  which  tlie  world 
cannot  give,  and  which,  bleffed  be  God,  it  cannot  take 
away.  Hear  what  your  Saviour  fays  John  xvi.  33' 
u  Thefe  things  1  have  fpoken  unto  you,  that  in  me  ye 
ct  might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  ihall  have  tribula- 
tion :  but  be  of  good  cheer,  I  have  overcome  the  world1 

5.  In  the  laft  place,  You  may  fee  from  what  hath  been 
fai'.l,  in  what  way  you  may  moft  efledhially,  and  mod  cer- 
tainly,  preferve  your  peace  with  God,  %iz.  By  the  fre- 
quent exercife  of  penitence  and  confeilion.  This  will 
Jhew  you  the  neceility  of  forgivenefs  from  God.  This  will 
cmftrain  you  daily  to  feek  for  forgivenefs  from  God.  Be* 
Ware  of  fceking  or  prelcrving  peace  by  the  extenuation  ol 
lio,  or  by  liifiing  convi&ion-     This  may  well  lead  jou 
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to  floth  and  fecurity  for  a  feafon,  which  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  the  bittereft  repentance  of  all ;  but  will  never  give 
'you  the  comfort  of  God's  children.     He  that  fhutteth  his 
eyes  upon  his  own  fins,  (hall  never  fee  the  glory  of  di- 
vine mercy.     Serious,  voluntary,  deliberate  humiliation y 
is  the  true  way  of  promoting  both  that  (leadinefs  in  duty, 
and  that  peace  with  God,  which  ought  to  be  the  Chriftian's 
fiipreme  defirc.     Whatever  deftroys    felf-fufficiency  pro- 
motes  the  growth  of  true  piety.     The  gofpel  is  particular- 
ly direfted  to  thofe  that  fee  their  neceffity.  It  brings  com. 
fort  to  the  mourner^  help  to  the  miferable,  and  mercy  to 
the  guilty.     It  is  a  great  mi  (lake,  to  think,  that  the  con- 
trition  and  penitence  of  the  children  of  God  is  hurtful  to 
their  comfort,  for  it  is  the  very  foundation  of  it ;  accord- 
ing to  that  refrefliing  promife,  with  which  I  (hall  conclude, 
If.  lxL  I,  2,  3.    "  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is  upon  me, 
14  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good  ti- 

*  dings  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  m§  to  bind  up  the  bro- 

*  ken-hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the 
4  opening  of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound  :  to  pro- 
4  claim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord,  and  the  day  of 
u  vengeance  of  our  God,  to  comfort  all  that  mourn  :  to 
u  appoint  unto  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto 
M  them  beauty  for  afhes,  the  oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the 
11  garment  of  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavinefs,  that  they 
u  might  be  called  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of 
u  the  Lord,  that  he  might  be  glorified." 
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SERMON  4. 


1  J  O  H  N  iii.  23. 

-And  this  is  his  commandment^  that  we  should  believe  on  the 

name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

WE  propofe,  in  a  little,  to  draw  near  to  God  in  the 
moil  folemn  aft  of  Chriftian  worlhip.  With  what 
tumble  folicitude  ought  we  to  enquire,  whether  we  are 
Tuly  intitled  to  this  great  privilege,  or  may  hope  for  ac- 
ceptance in  this  important  duty.  It  is  the  moll  explicit, 
md  the  mod  public  profeflion  we  can  make  of  faith  in  the 
Redeemer's  blood  ;  and  therefore  none  can  do  it  in  a  pro- 
per manner,  but  thofe  who  have  indeed  believed  in  the 
Redeemer's  name. 

Faith  in  Chrift  js  the  great  foundation  of  our  peace  with 
God.  It  is  the  great  principle  of  our  fanftification.  It  is 
the  great  diftin&ion  between  the  heirs  of  glory  and  the 
heirs  of  hell  :  "  For  he  that  believeth,  and  is  baptized, 

*  fliall  be  faved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  (hall  be  damn- 

*  ed."  And  therefore  no  fubjedt  can  be  of  more  impor- 
tance in  general,  or  more  fuited  to'  our  prefent  employ- 
ment, than  what  is  prefented  to  us  in  the  words  of  the 
text :  This  is  his  commandment^  That  we  should  believe 
**  the  name  of  bis  Son  Jesus  Christ. 

In  the  context  the  apoftle  is  fpeaking  of  the  Chriftian's 
Boufidence  or  perfuation  of  his  relation  to  God,  ver.  20,  21, 
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22.  "  For  if  our  heart  condemn  us,  God  is  greater  thm 
44  our  heart  and  knoweth  all  things.  Beloved,  if  our  heart 
41  condemn  us  not,  then  have  we  confidence  towards 
"  God.     And  whatfoever  we  afk  we  receive  of  him ;  be- 

caufe  we  keep  his  commandments,  and  do  thofe  things 

that  are  pleafmg  in  his  fight.1' 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  commandments,  he  points 
out  in  the  words  now  read,  the  great  commandments  of 
the  gofpel,  in  their  order,  And  this  is  his  commandment, 
That  voe  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jem 
Christ,  and  love  one  another,  as  he  gave  us  command- 
menu  My  purpofe  at  this  time  is,  to  confine  myfelf  to 
the  firft  of  thefe ;  and  open,  in  as  comprehenfive  and 
praftical  a  manner  as  I  am  able,  what  it  is  to  believe 
on  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Son  of  God;  and  having 
done  fo,  to  make  fome  practical  improvement  of  the  fuiv 
jc6t ;  particularly,  by  preffing  every  hearer,  in  the  moft 
earned  manner,  to  obey  this  commandment  of  God- 

I-  In  the  first  place,  then,  I  am  to  explain  what  it  is  J 
to  believe  on  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrift  the  Son  of  God* 
Many  have  been  the  controverfies  raifed  and  agitated  on 
this  fubjeft,  moft  of  them  unprofitable,  and  fome  of  them 
very  hurtful,  as  tending  to  difquiet  and  perplex  the  minds 
of  ferious  perfons,  and  fometimes  even  to  furnifli  an  ob- 
jection to  the  enemies  of  the  gofpel.  I  fliall  therefore 
avoid  every  thing  of  this  kind,  as  in  general  undefirable, 
and  at  this  time  highly  unfeafonable ;  and  endeavor  to 
lay  it  down  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  hope  may  be  under- 
itood  by  the  meaneil  real  Chrillian,  and  may  afford  to 
every  exercifed  foul  inward  confolation  and  peace  with 
God, 

For  this  purpofe,  I  hope  it  will  be  fufficient  to  obferve, 
that  faith  may  be  confidered  in  two  views  ;  its  objeft,  and 
its  actings:  ill,  The  object  of  faith  ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
truths  to  be  believed:  idly,  The  actings  of  faith ;  or 
what  it  is  to  believe  thefe  to  the  faving  of  the  foul.  As  to 
the  ohjett  of  faith,  it  is  thus  expreffed  in  our  text,  This  is 
his  commandment,  That  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of 
his  Son  Jesus  Christ.    Christ  Jesus ,  the  Saviour,  then,  tf 
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the  objeft  of  faith.  This,  in  its  full  extent,  includes 
every  thing  that  is  revealed  in  the  holy  fcriptures,  with 
refpeft  to  his  perfon,  character,  and  work.  It  may  indeed 
be  faid  to  include  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God ;  becaufe 
every  part  of  this  will  has  a  more  remote  or  immediate 
reference  to  him.  Chrill  Jefus  is  u  the  Alpha  and  Ome- 
u  ga,  the  firft  and  the  laft,  the  beginning  and  the  ending," 
of  the  will  of  God  as  revealed  tor  our  falvation.  But  as 
every  thing  elfe  was  only  introductory  and  preparatory  to 
Ms  atonement,  or  confequent  upon  it,  I  fhall  chiefly  dire£t 
your  attention  to  him  as  a  Saviour  from  guilt  and  pollu- 
tion. This  the  name  of  Jefus  immediately  imports : 
Match,  i.  21.  u  And  thou  (halt  call  his  name  Jefus:  for 
"  he  fhall  iave  his  people  from  their  fins."  In  this  view, 
I  think  the  object  of  faith  may  be  fummed  up  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars. 

1.  That  we  are,  by  nature,  in  a  ftate  of  fin,  alienated 
xi  heart  from  God,  tranfgreffors  of  his  law,  and  liable  to  his 
vrath.  If  this  were  not  the  cafe,  a  Saviour  would  not 
«  neceflary  ;  salvation  would  be  a  word  without  force, 
tod  even  without  meaning.  It  is  accordingly  found  in 
experience,  that  till  there  be  a  conviction  of  this  truth 
ipon  the  confeience,  the  tidings  of  a  Saviour  are  always 
reated  with  negleft  or  difdain.  Nothing  can  be  llronger 
ban  the  language  of  fcripture  on  this  fubjeft  in  many  paf- 
ages;  particularly,  Matth.  xviii.  11.  "  For  the  Son  of 
fc  man  is  come  to  fave  that  which  was  loft."  Luke  v.  31, 
[2.  u  And  Jefus  anfwering,  faid  unto  them,  they  that  are 

*  whole,  need  not  a  phyfician ;  but  they  that  are  fick.  I 
fc  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  Tinners  to  repentance." 
.  fhall  alfo  read  to  you  the  account  of  our  natural  itate, 
md  the  end  of  ChriU's  coming,  given  by  the  apollle  Paul, 

£ph.   ii.   1 5.  "  And  you  hath  he  quickened  who 

1  were  dead  in  trefpaffes  and  fins,  wherein  in  time  paft 
1  ye  walked  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  accord- 

*  ing  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that 
1  now  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedience.  Among 
'  whom  alfo  we  all  had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  in 
1  the  lulls  of  our  flefh,  fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefh, 
'  and  of  the  mind ;  and  were  by  nature  the  children  of 

Vol.  I.  R  r 
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"  wrath,  even  as  others.  But  God,  who  is  rich  in  mercy, 
"  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even  when  we 
"  were  dead  in  fins  hath  quickened  us  together  with  Chrift, 
"  (ty  grace  ye  are  faved)."  I  forbear  to  mention  the 
proof  of  this  from  the  hiftory  of  the  world,  from  the  marks 
of  God's  difpleafure  againft  (in  in  the  courfe  of  providence,  ! 
and  from  the  teftimony  of  conference,  as  I  have  illuftrated  j 
them  at  confiderable  length  in  other  difcourfes.  Let  it 
fuffice  at  prefent  to  fay,  that  the  fir  ft  truth  which  is  the  ob- 
ject of  faith,  is  the  guilt  and  mifery  of  our  nature. 

2.  The  next  part  of  the  objeft  of  faith  is,  that  there  is 
no  way  of  recovery  from  this  (late  but  by  Chrift :  Acts  iv. 
12.  "  Neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other ;  for  there  is 
"  none  other  name  under  heaven  given  among  men  where- 
"  by  we  muft  be  faved."  If  there  were  any  other,  it 
would  not  be  the  command  of  God  that  we  fhould  believe 
in  the  name  of  his  fon  Jefus  Chrift.  After  men  are  in 
fome  meafure  fenfible  that  they  are  guilty,  it  is  often  diffi- 
cult to  convince  them  that  they  are  helplefs.  There  is 
fomething  fo  mortifying  in  this  confideration,  and  fo  hum- 
bling to  our  pride,  that  it  is  with  great  unwillingnefs  we 
yield  to  it.  Nay,  after  we  have  feemed  to  confefs  it,  we 
are  often  ready  to  retraft  it.  The  finner  has  always  a 
pronenefs  to  feek  fome  refource  in  Mmfelf.  Hence  the 
difpolition  to  extenuate  his  guilt ;  and  if  he  cannot  plead 
abfolute,  to  place  fome  dependance  upon  comparative  in- 
nocence. Hence  the  difpofition  to  magnify  human  merit, 
as  if,  by  the  value  of  fome  good  deeds,  we  could  balance 
or  cancel  the  guilt  of  our  difobedience.  Hence  the  end- 
lefs  variety  of  human  inventions,  of  coftly  facrifrces  and 
voluntary  penance.  Micah  vi.  6,  7.  "  Wherewith  fhall 
"  I  come  before  the  Lord,  and  bow  myfelf  before  the  high 
"  God?  fliall  I  come  before  him  with  burnt-offerings, 
w  with  calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed 
u  with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers 
u  of  oil  ?  fhall  I  give  my  firft-born  for  my  tranfgreffion,  the 
•4  fruit  of  my  body  for  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?"  The  truth  is, 
till  the  finner  is  ftript  of  every  plea,  and  found  to  be  with- 
Out  excufe,  he  will  itill  refufe  to  be  indebted  to  the  grace 
of  his  Redeemer.     But  hear  ye  the  Spirit  of  God,  Rer. 
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,18.  "  Becaufe  thou  fayeft,  I  am  rich,  and  increaf- 
rith  goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing ;  and  knowefl: 
that  thou  art  wretched,  and  miferable,  and  poor,  and 
J,  and  naked.  I  couufel  thee  to  buy  of  tne  gold  tri- 
1  the  fire,  that  thou  mayefl  be  rich  ;  and  white  rai- 
it,  that  thou  mayefl:  be  clothed,  and  that  the  fhatae  of 
nakednefs  do  not  appear;  and  anoint  thine  eyes 
eye-falve,  that  thou  mayefl  fee.** 
This  leads  me  to  the  third  part  of  the  obje&  of  faith, 
7hat  the  pardon  of  fin,  and  peace  with  an  offended 
s  freely  offered  to  the  chief  of  finners  through  Chrift. 
wo  preceding  truths  are  preparatory  to  this,  and 

0  point  out  its  neceffity  and  moment.  This  is  the 
us  meffage  which  was  brought  into  the  world  by  the 
;  and  from  which  it  derives  its  name*  importing 
dings.     What  we  are  particularly  to  attend  to  here 

1  that  Chrift  Jefus  was  fubftituted  in  the  room  of 
»,  and  fuffered,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that  he  might 
us  to  God;  that  the  holinefs  and  jhltice  of  God 
ed  an  expiation  of  fin,  which  was  made  by  this  inn- 
ate vidtim :  Ifa.  liii.  5,  6.  "  But  he  was  wounded 
>ur  tranfgreflions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities  • 
:haftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
tripes  we  are  healed.  All  we  like  flieep  have  gone 
y  ;  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and 
Lord  hath  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all." 
iii,  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propi. 
:>n,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righte- 
iefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  pad,  through  the 
sarance  of  God.*  (2.)  Another  thing  alfo  to  be  ob- 
,  is  the  conftitution  of  the  fufferer's  perfon.  It  was 
i  than  the  eternal  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God. 
3  a  circum fiance  of  the  utmoft  momentr  and  on  which 
•ateft  ftrefe  is  manifeftly  laid  in  fcripture-  It  is  in* 
I  in  the  words  of  the  text :  u  This  is  his  command- 
it,  That  we  fliould  believe  on  the  name  of  his  Son 
s  Chrift."  It  is  alfo  conftantly  found  in  the  early 
(Eons  of  Faith ;  John  i.  49.  a  Nathaniel  anfwered 
faid  unto  him,  Rabbi,  thou  art  the  Son  of  God,  thou 
he  King  of  IfraeL"    Matth.  xvi.  16.    •■  And  Si- 
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"  tnon  Peter  anfwered  and  faid,  Thou  art  the  Chrift,  the 
44  (on  of  the  living  God.'1  Afts  viii.  37.  u  And  Philip 
u  laid.  If  thou  believe  ft  with  all  thine  heart,  thou  mayefc  j 
"  And  he  anfwered  and  faid,  1  believe  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
"  the  Son  of  God."  Unlefs  this  is  attended  to,  we  flail 
neither  be  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  evil  of  fin,  which  re- 
quired fuch  an  atonement,  nor  of  the  love  of  God  which 
provided  it,  nor  of  the  power  of  the  Saviour  to  execute 
it ;  nor  can  we  have  fuch  encouragement  to  put  our  trull 
in  it. 

From  thefe  two  circum (lances  yuu  may  be  directed  to 
contemplate  the  leading  and  principal  0  jett  of  faith,  w*. 
the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  dying  in  our  room,  and 
purchasing  our  pardon.  Jefus,  the  mediator  of  the  new 
covenant,  having  finifhed  his  work,  invites  weary  and 
heavy-laden  finners  to  come  unto  him ;  and  allures  them 
that  the  highell  demands  of  the  law  are  anfwered,  that 
their  debt  is  fully  paid,  and  nothing  is  now  to  be  laid  to 
their  charge  :  Rom.  viii.  33,  34.  u  Who  fhall  lay  any 
.u  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  elett  ?  It  is  God  that  jut 
u  tifieth :  Who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that 
u  died,  yea  rather,  that  isrifen  again/who  is  even  at  the 
"  right  hand  of  God, who  alio  maketh  interceffion  torus." 
Rev.  xxii.  17.  "  And  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay,  Come. 
"  And  let  bim  that  heareth,  fay,  Come.  And  let  him 
*'  that  is  athirft,  come :  and  whofoever  will,  let  him  take 
"  the  water  of  life  freely." 

4.  In  the  tail  place,  The  objett  of  faith  is  the  power  of  j 
Chnft  to  renew  our  natures,  to  deliver  us  from  the  bon- 
dage of  corruption,  and  bring  us  into  the  glorious  liberty 
oi  God's  children.  We  mud  never  feparate  the  Redeem- 
er's merit  and  his  power.  Convi&ion  is  imperfeft  unlefs 
we  lee  our  flavery,  as  well  as  mifery,  and  unfeignedly 
defire  deliverance  from  both-  Neither  do  we  properly 
apprehend  the  extent  of  Chrill's  undertaking,  unlefs  we 
view  him  exalted  as  a  prince  and  a  Saviour  to  give  repen- 
tance to  Ifrael,  and  remiffion  of  fins.  There  are  two 
things  equally  eflential  to  the  gofpel  upon  this  particular. 
(1.)  The  neceffity  of  being  fanctified.  Salvation  in  fin  is 
not  promifed ;  falvation  or  happinefs  in  fin  is  not  poffible ; 
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therefore  all  who  hope  for  falvation  through  Chrift, 
1  be  renewed  in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds-  Thence* 
ti  they  mud  not  ferve  fin  -  2  Cor.  v.  17.  a  If  any  man 
5  in  Ch rift,  he  is  a  new  creature  -  old  things  are  paiTed 
*ray,  behold,  all  things  are  become  new.''  If  the  wrath 
Jod  is  revealed  again  ft  all  ungodlinefs  of  men,  it  mult 
abide  on  the  children  of  difobedience. 
2,)  The  other  thing  to  be  obierved  is,  that  the  fan£U- 
tion  of  the  believer  is  the  purchafe  of  Chriit's  blood, 
.  the  work  of  his  Spirit.  This  is  plain  through  the 
)le  of  the  fcriptures  both  of  the  Old  Teftament  and 

New.  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25,  26,  27.  u  Then  will  I 
>rinkle  clean  water  upoji  you,  and  ye  ihall  be  clean ; 
om  all  your  filthinefs,  and  from  all  your  idols  will  I 
leanfe  you.  A  new  heart  alfo  will  1  give  you,  and  a 
ew  Spirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  1  will  take  away 
le  ftony  heart  out  of  your  fleih,  and  I  will  give  you  an 
sart  of  flefh.  And  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you, 
id  caufe  you  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and  ye  {hall  keep 
ly  judgments,  and  do  them."  John  xv.  4,  5.  "  A- 
de  in  me,  and  I  in  you.  As  the  branch  cannot  bear 
uit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine  ;  no  more  can 
e,  except  ye  abide  in  me.  I  am  the  vine,  ye  are  the 
-anches :  he  that  abideth  in  me,  and  1  in  him,  the 
me  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without  me  ye  can 
>  nothing."  Nothing  can  be  ftronger  than  the  Ian- 
je  ufed  on  this  fubjeft  :  "  His  grace  is  fufficient  for 
3 ;  his  ftrength  is  made  perfect  in  weaknefs.  u  By 
le  grace  of  God,"  fays  the  Apoftle,  "  I  am  what  I  am." 
i  again,  u  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with 
ie."  Nay,  he  is  faid  "  to  work  in  us  both  to  will  and 
1  do  of  his  good  pleafure."     All  this  (hows,  that  there 

0  room  left  for  the  finner  to  glory  ;  but  that  the  whole 
is  lofs  by  the  fall,  both  his  integrity  and  his  happinefs, 
f  be  recovered,  and  can  only  be  recovered  through 
ift.  This  is  the  fum  of  evangelical  truth,  this  is  the 
ce  of  evangelical  holinefs :  Gal.  ii.  16. — 20.  "  Know- 
ig  that  a  man  is  not  juftified  by  the  works  of  the  law, 
it  by  the  faith  of  Jefus  Chrift,  even  we  have  believed 

1  Jefus  Chrift ;  that  we  might  be  juftified  by  the  faith  of 


u 
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u  Chrift,  and  not  by  the  works  of  the  law ;  for  by  the 
u  works  of  the  law  (hall  no  flelh  be  juftified.  But  if  while 
"  we  feek  to  be  juitified  by  Chrift,  we  ourfelves  alfo  are 
u  found  finners,  is  therefore  Chrift  the  minifter  of  fin  ? 
"  God  forbid.  For  if  I  build  again  the  things  which  I 
u  deitroyed,  I  make  myfelf  a  tranfgreffor.  For  I  through 
u  the  law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God. 
44  I  am  crucified  with  Chriit :  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not 
"  I,  but  Chriit  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live 

in  the  flelh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who 

loved  me,  and  gave  himfclf  for  me." 

I  proceed  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  to  confider  the  aft- 
ings  of  faith,  or  what  is  implied  in  believing  thefe  truths 
to  the  faving  of  the  foul.     And  I  cannot  help  obferving 
to  you,  that  it  is  but  in  compliance  with  common  cuilom, 
or  at  lealt  with  the  prdent  ftate  of  things,  that  I  fay  much  I 
upon  this  part  of  the  fubjeft-     I  am  perfuaded  it  is  of  j 
much  more  confequence,  and  much  more  proper,  to  di- 
rect you  to  the  objedl  of  faith  in  God's  revealed  will,  to 
explain  it  in  all  its  extent,  and  to  prefs  it  with  all  the  evi- 
dence that  attends  it,  than  to  examine  curiouily  into,  and 
diftinguilh  nicely  upon  the  nature  of  faith,  as  it  is  an  afl 
of  the  human  mind.     1  do  not  find,  that  the  fcripture  fays 
much  upon  the  aft  of  believing ;  but  it  is  in  a  manner 
wholly  employed  in  telling  us  ivbat  we  ought  to  believe, 
both  with  regard  to  our  apoltafy  and  recovery.     We  do 
indeed  read  in  fcripture  of  believing  with  all  the  heart 
Wc  read  alfo  of  a  temporary  faith  in  the  ftony.ground 
hearers ;  and  of  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  faith-    But 
all  this  leems,  at  leaft  chiefly,  to  relate  to  the  firmnefs  or 
uncertainty  of  our  perfuafion  of,  or  affent  to  the  truths 
which  are  addreiTed  to  us  in  the  name  of  God.     The  fira- 
pleft  view  of  faith  feems  to  be  receiving  u  the  record 
"  which  God  hath  given  us  of  his  Son."     Agreeably  to 
this,  the  reverfe  of  faith  in  fcripture  is  doubting :  Matth. 
xiv.  31.     iC  O  thou  of  little  faith,  wherefore  didtt  thou 
41  doubt  ?n  Matth.  xxi.  21.     "  Jefus  anfwered  and  laid 
"  unto  them,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  If  ye  have  faith  and 
"  doubt  not,  ye  (hall  not  only  do  this  which  is  done  to 
"  the  fig-tree,  but  alfo,  if  ye  ihall  fay  unto  this  mountain. 
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"  Be  thou  removed,  and  be  thou  caft  into  the  fea ;  it  fhall 
M  be  done." 

But,  my  brethren,  fince  there  have  been  queftions  up- 
on this  fubjeft,  and  fince  it  is  certain  from  experience  that 
there  is  a  deceitfiilnefs  in  the  human  heart,  and  a  fuppofed 
faith,  which  yet  is  vain  and  fmitlefs,  I  fhall  obferve,  that 
the  adlings  of  faith  may  be  refolved  into  the  three  follow- 
ing  particulars,  or  that  the  faith  of  God's  eledt  will  difco- 
ver  itfeif  by  the  three  following  effefts. 

1.  A  firm  affent  of  the  underflanding  to  what  is  re- 
vealed of  Chriil  in  fcripture;  particularly  as  furmned  up 
in  the  preceding  part  of  this  difcourfe  :  That  you  believe 
the  loft  and  hclplefs  ftate  of  man  by  nature  and  praftice : 
That  Chrill  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft ;  and  that  he 
hath  made  effectual  provifion,  both  for  expiating  your 
guilt  and  purifying  your  hearts.  Perhaps  you  will  think 
this  is  eafy,  and  be  ready  to  fay,  that  you  have  from  your 
youth  given,  and  that  you  do  at  this  moment  give,  entire 
credit  to  the  whole.  But,  my  brethren,  there  is  more 
here  than  you  are  aware  of :  there  is  a  great  difference  be- 
tween a  common  and  traditionary  belief,  which  was  never 
tried,  and  that  inward  and  perfonal  conviftion  which 
dwells  in  the  heart,  and  therefore  will  govern  the  life.  If 
any  man  believe,  that  all  the  pofterity  of  Adam  are  in  a 
ftate  of  guilt  and  mifery,  one  would  think  it  unavoidable 
that  he  muft  perceive  his  own  danger  as  a  part  of  the 
whole  ;  and  yet  I  am  perfuaded,  it  is  ufually  a  perfonal 
eonvi&ion  of  guilt  and  danger  by  the  law  upon  the  con- 
fidence that  firli  opens  the  finners  eyes  upon  the  general 
truth ;  and  then  his  own  intereft  makes  it  bulk  in  his  ap- 
prehenfion,  and  raifes  in  him  an  earned  folicitude,  both 
to  examine  into  the  caule  of  the  difeafe,  and  to  afk  after 
the  method  of  cure. 

There  is  another  way  of  confidering  the  affent  of  the 
underftanding  to  divine  truth.  The  teftimony  of  faith  is 
oppofed  to  the  teftimony  of  fenfe.  Faith  tells  us,  that  our 
only  happinefs  is  in  the  favor  of  God,  and  that  this  can 
enly  be  obtained  through  Chrift  ;  that  eternity  is  coming 
on ;  and  that  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft.  Senfe,  on  the 
other  hand,  tells  us,  that  the  world  is  good*  that  its  de- 
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lights  are  pleafant,  and  that  our  comfort  is  here ;  not  for; 
getting  to  reprefent  the  fervice  of  God  as  a  burden  and 
drudgery.  In  the  mean  time,  the  corrupt  principle  with- 
in,  aflents  to  the  delufion,  and  aflifts  in  blinding  the 
mind;  adding,  that  whatever  may  be  in  religion,  the  dan- 
ger may  be  warded  off  by  a  late  repentance.  It  is  not 
enough  then  to  give  a  cold  and  general  affent  to  the  truths 
of  religion  when  they  are  not  contradi&ed,  but  to  believe 
theteftiinony  of  faith,  in  oppolition  to  the  fuggeftions  of 
fenfe ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  walk  by  faith y  and  not  bj 
sight.     That  this  may  be  brought  to  the  teft,  I  obferve, 

2.  That  faith  implies  the  confent  and  approbation  of 
the  heart  to  every  truth  with  regard  to  Chrifl's  perfon  and 
charadler,  and  fatvation  through  his  blood.  To  every  be- 
liever, the  plan  of  redemption  by  the  Mediator  of  the  new 
covenant,  appears  not  only  true,  but  wife,  reafonabk, 
gracious,  and  neceflary.  This,  my  brethren,  particular- 
ly diltinguifhes  true  faith,  not  only  from  unbelief  and  fe. 
curity,  but  from  an  empty  and  barren  profeffion.  The 
carelefs  defpife  the  truth,  the  believer  adores  it ;  the  half 
Ghrillian  is  afhamed  of  it,  the  believer  glories  in  it :  "God 
u  forbid,"  fays  the  apollle,  Gal.  vi.  14.  "  that  I  fhould 
u  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilu"  1  Pet 
ii.  7.  u  Unto  you  therefore  which  believe,  he  his  preci- 
41  ous :  but  unto  them  which  be  diibbedient,  the  ftonc 
"  which  the  builders  difallowed,  the  fame  is  made  the  head 
"  of  the  corner." 

I  believe  indeed  it  is  ufually  a  deep  and  heart-felt  con- 
vidtion  of  danger,  which  firil  perfuades  the  finner  of  the 
truth,  and  makes  the  trembling  penitent  a  willing  be- 
liever. But  becaufe  there  may  be  fometimes  a  belief  of 
that  truth,  which  we  do  not  efteem,  nay,  even  a  jealoufy 
and  fufpicion  of  the  truth  of  what  we  inwardly  hate,  I  have 
added,  that  faith  implies  the  confent  and  approbation  of 
the  heart.  The  whole  dottrine  of  redemption  appears  to 
the  believer  mod  admirably  calculated  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God,  and  fecure  the  falvation  of  fmners.  Even 
what  bears  hardeft  upon  man,  taking  away  the  foundati- 
on of  fclf-righteoufnefs  and  felf-dependance,  appears  to 
him  perie&ly  reafonable :  he  not  only  fubmits  to  it,  but 
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ibraces  and  clofes  with  it.  He  fees  the  law  to  be  holy ; 
confefles  the  threatening  to  be  jail ;  and  he  is  not  only 
nrent,  but  thankful,  that  his  prefent  deliverance  and 
ure  fecurity  depend,  not  on  himielf,  but  on  the  Re- 
enter. He  is  willing  to  be  only  and  eternally  indebted 
the  unmerited  mercy  and  fovereign  grace  of  God  in 
irift  Jefus. 

Thus  you  fee"  the  doftrine  of  falvation  is  reprefented 
fcripture  under  the  form  of  a  blefling  to  be  received,  as 
2II  as  a  truth  to  be  believed  :  If.  lv.  1, 2, 3.  4i  Ho,  every 
one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that 
hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy 
wine  and  milk  without  money,  and  without  price. 
Wherefore  do  ye  fpend  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread  ?  and  your  labor  for  that  which  fatisfieth  not  ? 
hearken  diligently  unto  me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is 
good,  and  let  your  foul  delight  itfelf  in  fatnefs.  Incline 
four  ear,  and  come  unto  me ;  hear,  and  your  foul  (hall 
live,  and  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you, 
even  the  fure  mercies  of  David/'  Matth.  xi.  28. 
Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden, 
and  I  will  give  you  reft.''  And  indeed  the  infpired 
•iters  always  fpeak  of  it  in  fuch  terms  as  (hew  them- 
ves  not  only  fatisfied  of  the  truth,  but  deeply  penetrated 
th  a  fenfe  of  the  greatnel's  of  the  mercy  ;  Eph.  iii.  17, 
,19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ; 
that  ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able, 
to  comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Zhrift,  which  paffeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
Krith  all  the  fulnefs  of  God." 

3.  In  the  lafl  place,  faith  implies  fuch  a  perfonal  ap- 
cation  of  the  truths  of  the  golpel  as  produceth  repofe 
confcience,  dependance  and  reliance  on  the  Saviour. 
lis,  my  brethren,  is  the  point  firlt  in  view,  and  the 
mination  of  the  whole ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking, 
it  it  is  fo  effential  to  faith,  that  faith  and  truft  are  often 
C  reciprocally  for  one  another  in  the  New  Teftament ; 
in  Eph.  i.  12,  13.  "  That  we  ftiould  be  to  the  praife 
)f  his  glory,  who  firft  trufted  in  Chrift.  In  whom  ye 
Vol.  L  S  s 
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"  alfo  trufted  after  that  ye  heard  the  word  of  truth,  the  got 
44  pel  of  your  falvation :  in  whom  alfo  after  that  ye  be- 
"  Heved,  ye  were  fealed  with  that  holy  Spirit  of  promife." 
I  do  not  mean  to  fay,  that  divine  faith  is  a  belief  that 
Chrift  died  for  me  in  particular.     I  know  the  ftrong  objec- 
tions which  lie  againft  that  form  of  expreffion.     The  ob- 
je£t  of  faith  is,  that  Chrift  died  for  loft  finners  of  the  race 
of  Adam.    But  as  it  can  hardly  be  fuppofed,  that  any  give 
their  aflent  to  this  truth  lill  they  are  convinced  that  they 
themfelves  are  finners,  fo,  if  they  believe  that  there  is  no 
falvation  in  any  other,  and  that  he  is  able  to  fave  to  the 
uttermoft,  it  feems  to  follow  of  neceflity,  that  they  will 
reft  and  rely  u  upon  him  alone  for  falvation  as  he  is  offer- 
44  ed  in  the  gofpel."     This  is  certainly  the  view  given  us 
of  the  matter  in  the  holy  fcripture:  Rom.  v.  1.  "  There- 
44  fore  being  juftified  by  faith,  we  have  peacfe  with  God, 
through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."     Heb.  vi.  18.    "  That 
by  two  immutable  things,  in  which  it  was  impoffiblefor 
"  God  to  lie,  we  might  have  a  ftrong  confolatton,  who  have 
44  fled  for  refuge  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  us." 
Faith  and  defpair  are  inconfiftent.    Faith  and  hope  are  in- 
feparable.     The  glory  of  the  Redeemer's  perfon,  the  per- 
fection of  his  atonement,  and  his  ability  to  fave,  are  all  fet 
before  us  in  the  gofpel ;  and  if  we  cannot  rely  upon  him, 
if  we  cannot  trull  our  falvation  in  his  hands,  it  certainly 
arifes  from  fome  doubt  or  difapprobation  of  thefe  interell- 
ing  truths.     If  you  doubt  of  the  truth,  it  is  no  wonder  that 
you  diilruft  tlie  promife ;  but  if  you  are  truly  and  inward- 
ly fatisfied  of  Chrift's  power  and  mercy,  you  will  clofe  with 
him,  as  your  Saviour,  and  fay  unto  him,  in  the  words  of 
Thomas,  when  his  doubts  were  removed,  u  My  Lord, 
44  and  my  God." — Thus  I  have  fliortly  given  you  a  view 
of  the  aftings  of  faith  :  which  may  all  be  reduced  to  what 
I  have  endeavored  to  illuftrate ;  the  aflent  of  the  under- 
Handing,  the  approbation  of  the  heart,  and  thefe  joindy 
producing  repofe  of  confcience  and  peace  with  God. 

II.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  make  fome 
practical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  im- 
portant fubjefit     Anc^  in  the 
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Firft  place.  Hence  learn  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  felf- 
lenial,  and  how  much  it  ought  to  prevail  in  the  temper 
fa  ChrilHan.  In  explaining  to  you  the  obje£t  of  faith, 
have  endeavored  to  lay  before  you  the  nature  of  the  gof- 
)el-meflage,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
ns, viz*  the  loft  and  helplefs  ftate  of  man  by  nature,  for- 
jvenefs  through  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  fanttification  as 
tie  work  of  his  Spirit.  If  this  view  is  juft,  then  religion 
null  be  begun,  preferved,  improved,  and  perfe&ed,  by 
inion  with  Chrift.  If  this  view  is  juft,  then  all  felf-righte- 
ufnefs  and  felf-dependance  is  a  denial  of  Chrift.  And  in- 
leed,  fuch  is  the  life  of  a  believer,  if  the  conduct  of  the 
teat  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  may  be  taken  for  an  example: 
liil-  iv.  13.  "  I  can  do  ail  things  through  Chrift  which 
1  ilrengtheneth  me-" 

2.  Hence  alfo  learn  the  neceflity  of  a  new  nature,  in 
rder  to  a  new  life-  If  the  old  nature  is  indeed  in  ruins, 
c  will  be  loft  labor  to  begin  to  build  without  a  new  foun- 
lation.  And  if  the  foundation  is  ill  laid,  however  beau- 
iful  the  fuperftrudlure,  the  fabric  cannot  be  lading-  The 
lot  attending  to  this  is  vifibly  the  caufe  of  many  mifcarri- 
iges.  Men  often  refolve  upon  fome  amendment  of  life, 
nom  prudence,  conveniency,  or  even  from  imperfeft  con- 
iftions,  and  fome  apprehenfion  of  eternity  itfelf.  But 
hough  thefe  refolutions  are  formed  with  feeming  fincerity, 
nherent  corruption  foon  becomes  too  ftrong  for  fuch  fee- 
►le  oppofition.  Remember  therefore  our  Saviour's  cauti- 
m, <4  Either  make  the  tree  good,  and  his  fruit  good ;  or 
1  make  the  tree  corrupt,  and  his  fruit  corrupt."  If  you 
bfire  to  live  a  life  of  holinefs  or  virtue,  apply  to  God 
hrough  Chrift,  for  the  pardon  of  your  fins,  and  peace  with 
lim.  Entreat  of  him  alfo,  in  the  fame  prevailing  name, 
hat  by  his  grace  he  would  implant  in  you  "  a  new  heart, 
1  and  a  new  fpirit,  that  you  may  walk  in  his  ways,  and 
1  obferve  his  judgments  to  do  them." 

3.  Learn  alfo  how  injurious  they  are  to  the  do&rine  of 
idvation  by  faith  in  Chrift,  who  llander  it  as  unfriendly  to 
tolinefs  of  life.  So  far  from  being  unfavorable  to  holinefs, 
t  makes  the  mod  effe£tual  provifion  for  it.  Obedience  to 
he  whole  law  of  God,  is  embraced  by  every  believer  as  his 
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choice,  and  promifed  as  his  duty ;  only  he  expe£ts  t 
rive  ftrength  from  his  Redeemer  to  enable  him  todifel 
it,  I  defire  to  bear  witnefs,  and  fo  will  every  faithfi 
tlifter  of  the  New  Teftament,  that  Chrift  came  not  t 
flroy  the  law,  but  to  fulfil  it.  He  hath  not  only  left 
its  full  force  upon  the  conference,  but  he  hath  added 
obligation.  The  awful  fan&ion  of  the  law  {hall  take 
upon  every  impenitent  finner.  It  is  well  reprefent 
the  flying  roll,  in  the  prophecies  of  Zechariah,  chap. 
4.  u  Then  faid  he  unto  me,  This  is  the  curie  that 
1C  forth  over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  :  for  ever 
"  that  ftealeth,  fhall  be  cut  off  as  on  this  fide,  acco 
"  to  it ;  and  every  one  that  fweareth,  fhall  be  cut 
a  on  that  fide,  according  to  it.  I  will  bring  it  forth, 
4i  the  Lord  of  hofts,  and  it  fhall  enter  into  the  houfe  \ 
"  thief,  and  into  the  houfe  of  him  that  fweareth  falfc 
4t  my  name ;  and  it  fhall  remain  in  the  midft  of  his  1 
Ci  and  fhall  confume  it,  with  the  timber  thereof,  ar 
"  ftones  thereof."  See  alfo  the  fuperadded  f'an&ion 
gofpel,  Heb.  x.  28,  29.  u  He  that  defpifed  Mofes 
*4  died  without  mercy,  under  two  or  three  witneffc 
"  hovv  much  forer  punifhment,  fuppofe  ye,  fhall  i 
u  thought  worthy,  who  hath  trodden  under  foot  th 
"  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the  blood  of  the  cov< 
"  wherewith  he  was  fan&ified,  an  unholy  thing,  anc 
44  done  defpite  unto  the  Spirit  of  grace  ?"  Hear  it,  m; 
thren,  hear  it  for  your  fouls'  fake,  any  known  fin  al 
in  the  heart  or  converfation,  is  as  inconfiflent  with 
tion  under  the  covenant  of  grace  as  under  the  cov 
of  works ;  or  rather  to  fpeak  more  properly,  as  ma 
continue  in  the  praftice  of  fin  are  condemned  already 
remain  under  the  power  of  that  ministration  of  ^ 
To  delight  in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inward 
is  the  fruit  of  faith,  the  charafter  of  the  new  nature 
neceffary  to  fit  you  for  the  divine  prefence. 

4.  Suffer  me  to  fay  a  few  words,  for  the  reproc 
conviction  of  thofe  who  are  living  in  contempt  of  th 
pel.     Alas !  how  many  are  there  who  turn  a  deaf 
the  molt  earneft  and  prefling  invitations  addrefTed  to 
in  the  word  of  God,  and  enforced  by  his  provid 
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There  are  two  forts  of  defpifers  of  the  gofpel.  (1.)  Thofe 
vho  are  open  and  avowed  enemies  to  the  doSrine  of  the 
pfyel,  who  defert  it,  defpife  it,  or  (lander  it.  Too  many 
!>ere  are  of  this  character  in  the  prefent  age,  to  whom  the 
rofs  of  Cbrift  is  foolilhnefs-  O !  how  deplorable  is  their 
illy !  and  how  aggravated  their  guilt !  If  this  is  the  di- 
ine  commandment,  That  we  ihould  believe  in  the  name 
*  the  Son  of  God ;  and  if  there  is  truth  in  the  divine; 
ord,  "  That  there  is  no  falvation  in  any  other ;"  mile- 
ibie  indeed  muil  be  the  Hate  of  thofe  who  are  found  thus 
{hung  againft  God.  Will  it  be  a  light  thing  to  be  found 
:ipifers  of  all  that  grace  and  love  manifefted  in  the  gof- 
;1  i  How  heavy  is  the  threatening,  in  our  Saviour's  own 
ords,  againft  thpfe  who  defpife  the  precious  corner  stone ^ 
id  tried  foundation \  which  is  laid  in  Zion,  Matth.  xxi. 
4.  "  And  whofoever  (hall  fall  on  this  (lone,  (hall  be  bro- 
ken ;  but  on  whomfoever  it  (hall  fall,  it  will  grind  him 
to  powder."  (2-)  They  are  defpifers  of  the  gofpel  who, 
rofdfing  belief  in  the  dodrine  of  Chrift,  continue  to  live 
a  unrighteoufnefs.  He  came  to  turn  you  from  all  your 
ranfgreflions,  as  well  as  to  deliver  you  from  condemna- 
tion. His  power  is  particularly  ill  unrated  in  bringing 
inoers  "  from  darknel's  to  light,  and  from  the  power  of 
4  Satan  unto  God-"  The  end  of  his  coming  is  loll  to  all 
hofe  who  continue  in  fin*  If  they  are  called  by  his  name, 
hey  are  a  fcandal  to  it ;  if  they  form  any  hopes  from  his 
iiflerings,  they  will  be  difappointed  ;  if  they  advance  any 
laim  to  his  mercy,  it  will  be  rejedted ;  if  they  plead  rela- 
on  to  him,  he  will  openly  renounce  them  :  Matth*  vii. 
i,  22,  23*  "  Not  every  one  that  faith  unto  me,  Lord, 
Lord,  (hall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  but  he 
that  doth  the  will  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
Many  will  fay  to  me  in  that  day,  Lord,  Lord,  have  we 
not  prophefied  in  thy  name  ?  and  in  thy  name  have  caft 
out  devils  ?  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderfut 
works  ?  and  then  will  I  profefs  unto  them,  I  never  knew 
you  :  depart  from  me  ye  that  work  iniquity- " 
5.  In  the  last  place,  Suffer  me,  in  the  mod  earneft 
aimer,  to  befeech  every  finner  in  this  affembly,  to  be- 
:ve  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God.     I  fay,  every  finner, 


31 J 


The  Nature  of  Faith. 


i 


becaufe  thofe  only  who  are  fenfible  that  they  are  finners, 
will  be  obedient  to  the  call. 

Are  you  not  therefore  fenfible  of  your  guilt  and  dan- 
ger ?    Are  your  underltandings  fo  blinded  ?    Is  natural 
confeience  iifelf  fo  feared,  that  you  do  not  fee  how  much 
you  Hand  in  need  of  a  Saviour  ?  Remember,  that  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  whole  compafs  of  natural  and  reveal- 
ed religion  that  cannot  be  fpoken  againft,  it  is  this,  That 
God  u  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity  ;w 
and  that,  for  this  reafon,  "  he  will  render  to  every  man 
44  according  to  his  works/'     It  is  a  truth  engraven  upon 
the  conscience,  and  ratified  by  the  courfe  of  providence; 
the  Heathens  difcovered  it  through  the  thickeft  darknefs; 
and  the  guilty  confefs  it  by  their  daily  fears.     What  a  bar- 
veft  of  converts  would  I  bring  in,  even  in  this  aflembly,  if 
I  could  but  lead  to  the  Saviour  every  one  that  believes,  in 
fome  meafure,  in  a  judgment  to  come !  What  an  aftonifb- 
ing  diforder  is  brought  into  our  nature  by  fin  ?  What  a 
marvellous  delufion  is  upon  the  mind,  and  what  inconfif- 
tency  is  there  in  the  conduit  of  finners  !  It  is  hard  to  fay, 
which  of  the  two  is  moll  amazing  ;  their  backwardnefs  to 
receive  the  truth,  or  their  unwillingnefs  to  obey  it ;  their 
inattention  to  evidence  on  the  one  hand,  or  their  forgetful- 
nefs  of  what  they  do  believe,  upon  the  other.     Is  there 
any  perfon  within  thefe  walls,  who  doubts  that  he  is  to  die; 
or  who  does  not  believe,  that  he  mull  be  judged  after 
death  ?  Are  you  then  ready  for  the  trial  ?  Have  you  fer- 
ved  your  Maker  ?  Have  you  loved  him  above  all  ?  Have 
you  lived  to  his  glory  ?  Have  you  fought  and  placed  your 
happinefs  in  his  favcr?  Or  are  you  fenfible  that  iniqui- 
ties have  prevailed  againft  you  ?  Have  they  now  taken 
hold  upon  you,  fo  that  you  cannot  lift  your  eyes  ?  Behold, 
I  preach   peace  to  you  by  Jefus  Chrill.     Believe  in  his 
name  and  merits  for  your  pardon  :  rely  on  his  grace  and 
Spirit  for  your  your  reformation  ;  and  return  to  God, 
through  him,  as  your  unchangeable  portion.     This  is  the 
tenor  of  the  gofpel :  Luke  xxiv.  46,  47.  "  Thus  it  is 
u  written,  and   thus  it  behoved  Chrift  to  fufier,  and  to 
lk  rife  from  the  dead  the  third  day  :  and  that  repentance 
il  and  remiflion  of  fins  fhould  be  preached  in  his  name, 
"  among  all  nations,  beginning  at  Jerufalem." 
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SERMON  5. 


1  JOHN  ii.  2. 

And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins  :  and  not  for  ours  only, 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world* 

ACTION    SERMON. 

My  Brethren, 

TO  as  many  as  have  any  belief  of  eternity,  it  muft  be 
a  matter  of  unfpeakable  moment  to  know,  how 
they  may  have  confidence  towards  God.  This  enquiry 
becomes,  if  poflible,  iiill  more  ferious,  when  we  confider 
man  as  in  a  lapfed  and  corrupt  ftate  by  nature,  as  guilty, 
and  obnoxious  to  his  Maker's  righteous  judgment.  Then 
it  becomes  necefTary,  not  only  to  preferve  the  favor,  not 
only  to  avokl  the  difpleafure,  but  to  feek  for  fome  flielter 
or  covering  from  the  wrath  of  God. 

This  is  the  account  given  us  of  our  condition  in  fcrip- 
ture ;  which,  as  it  is  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  importance, 
lying  at  the  foundation  of  all  religion,  I  have  often  endea- 
vored both  to  explain  and  enforce.  And  happy,  happy 
they  who  have  heard  with  application  ;  happy  they  whofe 
eyes  have  been  opened  on  their  danger  as  finners  ;  who 
have  feen  and  felt  the  evil  of  fin,  as  a  departure  from,  and 
rebellion  againft  a  moil  holy,  righteous  and  gracious  God. 
Happy  they,  who,  rejedting  the  vain  reafonings  of  the 
carnal  mind,  and  the  cob- web-defences  of  the  fhort-  fight- 
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ed  cneature,  have  been  laid  proftrate  as  guilty  and  help, 
lefs,  before  the  fovereign  and  almighty  Creator.  All 
mankind,  in  the  feveral  ages  of  the  world,  have  in  gene- 
ral difcovered  fuch  a  jealoufy  of  their  condition,  and  have 
fo  far  felt  the  reproof  and  condemnation  of  natural  con- 
fluence, that  their  attempts  and  inventions  have  been  in- 
numerable to  appeafe  the  offended  Deity. 

But  blefled  be  the  name  of  God,  we  are  not  left  to  any 
uncertainty  as  to  this  important  quellion.  We  may  chear- 
fully  apply  our  minds  to  it  and  receive  unfpeakable  con- 
folation  M  through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  God ;  where- 
44  by  the  day-fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us."  The 
way  to  life  and  peace  is  fully  explained  in  the  glorious* 
gofpel  of  the  Son  of  God.  We  are  indeed,  by  nature, 
guilty  finners,  enemies  to  God  in  our  minds,  and  by 
wicked  works ;  but  there  is  a  gracious  provifion  made  faf 
our  recovery  in  the  mediation  of  Chrift.  This  is  the  ftrong 
hold  and  refuge  of  the  firmer ;  it  is  the  foundation  ftone 
and  confidence  of  the  believer.  In  the  8th  and  9th  verfcs 
of  the  preceding  chapter,  the  apoftle  John  fays,  4c  If  we 
u  fay  that  we  have  no  fin,  we  deceive  ourfelves,  and  the 
Ci  truth  is  not  in  us.  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faith- 
ful and  juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  cleanfe  us  from 
all  unrighteoufnefs."  And  in  the  verfe  preceding  the 
text,  "  My  little  children,  thefe  things  write  I  unto  you, 
M  that  ye  fin  not.  And  if  any  man  fin,  we  have  an  ad- 
u  vocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the  righteous."— 
He  then  teaches  the  Chriliian  to  live  by  faith  in  the  Savi- 
our's blood:  And  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.  And 
that  he  might  further  illuftrate  the  extent  and  efficacy  of 
the  great  atonement,  he  adds*  and  not  for  ours  0/1/y, 
but  also  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world.  In  further  dif- 
courfing  on  this  fubjedt,  I  propofc,  through  the  afliftance 
of  divine  grace, 
:  I.  To  confider  Chrift  as  the  propitiation  for  fin,  or 
what  is  implied  in  his  being  fo  called. 

II.  To  confider  the  extent  of  this  propitiation,  or  its 
being  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world.     And, 

III  To  make  fome  practical  improvement  of  the  fub- 
jeft. 
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).  Firft,  then,  Let  us  consider  Christ  as  the  propitia* 
toon  for  sin,  or  what  is  implied  in  bis  being  so  called— 
We  find  our  Saviour  defigned  as  a  propitiation  in  feveral 
ether  paffages  of  fcripture ;  as  in  this  epifrle,  chap.  iv.  10. 
u  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he 
44  loved  us,  and  lent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for  our 
u  fins  ;"  and  Ron),  iii.  25.     "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth 
11  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in  his  blood.1'     It  is 
the  opinion  ot  many  learned  men,  that  Chrift  is  called 
a  propitiation,  or  the  propitiation,  in  allufion  to  die  mer- 
cy-teat above  the  ark,  which  was  let  up  at  lirft  in  the  ta- 
bernacle, and  afterwards  in  the  temple  in  the  mod  holy 
place.     To  confirm  this,  it  is  obferved,  that  the  original 
word  here  ufed  is  the  fame  which  the  Greek  tranflators  of 
the  Old  Teftament  always  ufe  to  denote  the  mercyleat, 
and  which  the  apoflle  to  the  Hebrews  ufes  when  fpeaking 
of  the  fame  fubjeft,  Heb.  ix.  5.  u  And  over  itthecheru- 
14  bims  of  glory  fhadowing  the  mercy-feat :  of  which  we 
11  cannot  now  fpeak  particularly."   But  I  apprehend  there 
is  feme  inverfion  of  the  ordgr  of  things  in  this  remark :  for 
Chrift  is  not  called  a  propitiation  in  allufion  to  the  mercy- 
feat,  which,  independent  of  him,  could  ill  bear  that  de- 
nomination ;  but  the  mercy-feat  hath  this  title  given  to  it 
becaufe  it  was  an  eminent  type  of  Chriii.     It  beautifully 
indeed  represented  the  benefit  which  we  derive  from  him 
as  our  propitiation.     For  as  God,  by  the  Shechinah,  or 
fymbol  of  his  prefence,  dwelt  of  old  upon  the  mercy-feat, 
between  the  cherubims,  and  was  from  that  place  propiti- 
ous to  his  people ;  lb  now  God  dwells  in  Chrift,  and  by 
him  reconciles  finners  to  himfelf :  2  Cor.  v.  19.  4t  To  wit, 
14  That  God  was  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto 
14  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpaffes  unto  them  ;  and 
*  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  reconciliation," 
In  that  ancient  difpimfation,  every  worfhipper  was  to  look 
toward  the  mercy-feat ;  and  it  was  from  thence  that  God 
accepted  them,  and  gave  intimations  of  their  acceptance: 
fo  it  is  through  Chrift,  or  in  his  name,  that  we  have  now 
accefs  to  God ;  and  it  is  in  him  that  he  fheweth  us  favor, 
and   maketh  us  accepted ;  Eph.  i.  6.    "  To  the  praiie  of 
44  the  glory  of  his  grace,  wherein  he  hath  made  us  accspt- 
Vcl.  I.  T  t 
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"  ed  in  the  beloved."  It  was  from  the  mercy-feat  tta 
God  fpake  to  his  people  by  the  intervention  of  the  big 
pried,  and  by  Urim  and  Thummim ;  fo  it  is  by  his  Jx 
that  God  now  fpeaks  to  us,  and  (hews  us  the  way  of  fi 
vation :  Matth.  xvii.  5.  <€  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  i 
"  whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ;  hear  ye  him." 

But  the  true  and  proper  meaning  of  Chrift's  being 
propitiation,  is  to  be  taken  from  the  facrifices  in  genen 
and  particularly  points  at  his  undertaking  the  office  < 
mediator  or  peace-maker  between  God  and  man,  and  i 
that  capacity  fuffering  the  wrath  of  God  in  the  room  < 
fmners.  By  this  he  appeafeth  him,  rendereth  him  prop 
tious  or  gracious  to  us,  and  purchafeth  our  pardon :  Ron 
iii.  25.  "  Whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation 
41  through  faith  in  his  blood."  Remember  how  intimate 
ly  it  is  connected  with  redemption^  another  expreffioi 
which  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  New  Teftament,  an 
is  confidered  as  equivalent  to  the  forgivenefs  of  fins:  Epl 
i.  7.  u  In  whom  we  have  redemption  through  his  blooc 
u  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the  riches  of  hi 
"  grace."  Now,  redemption  certainly  fignifies  purchafin 
or  buying  with  a  price. 

The  facrifices  under  the  Mofaic  economy  did  all  < 
them  imply  a  fubftitution  in  room  of  fomething  that  hi 
been  forfeited,  or  was  due.  It  is  obferved  by  one  em 
nent  for  his  knowledge  of  Jewifh  antiquities,  thatbefick 
what  was  done  when  any  particular  perfon  prefented  alii 
offering,  at  the  continual  burnt-offering  there  were  certai 
men  appointed  to  reprefent  the  whole  congregation  1 
lfrael.  Their  office  was,  to  lay  their  hands  upon  the  hea 
of  the  lamb,  and  thus  as  it  were  transfer  the  guilt  froi 
the  people  to  the  vittim.  On  this  account  they  wei 
called  stationary  men,  becaufe  they  attended  continual 
for  this  end.  And  as  the  very  purpofe  of  the  facrifia 
under  the  law  was,  to  typify  the  facrifice  of  Chrifl,  tht 
are  a  (landing  evidence  of  the  early  and  original  referent 
to  him,  as  the  ground  of  divine  mercy. 

Nothing  is  more  undeniably  true,  than  that  the  ofle 
ing  of  facrifices  was  both  early  and  univerfal  in  every  n 
don  under  heaven  ;  and  it  is  no  lefs  certain,  that  thol 
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ufed  them  did  confider  them  as  expiatory,  or  propi- 
7/  to  render  the  offended  Deity  placable,  and  obtain 
lercy.  This  was  at  once  a  confeffion  of  guilt,  and  a 
ration,  that  they  apprehended  the  neceifity  and  pro- 
y  of  an  atonement.  Neither  is  it  poffible  to  account 
le  univerfal  prevalence  of  facrinces  in  any  tolerable 
tier,  but  by  fuppofing,  that  they  were  the  remains  of 
had  been  taught  in  the  ages  immediately  after  the 
yy  divine  appointment. 

ipprehcnd  it  is  alfo  undeniably  evident,  that  this  is 
ght  in  which  the  facrifice  of  Ghrift  is  reprefented  in 
oly  fcriptures.     How  many  paffages  might  be  addu- 

0  this  purpofe  ?  In  ancient  prophecy,  this  part  of  his 
is  fet  forth  in  the  following  manner,  If.  liii.  4,  5,  6, 
"  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our 

rows  :  yet  we  did  efleem  him  ftricken,  fmitten  of 
d,  and  affli&ed.  But  he  was  wounded  for  our  tranf- 
ffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities :  the  chaftife- 
nt  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his  ftripes 
are  healed.  All  we  like  fheep  have  gone  aftray : 
have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  and  the  Lord 

1  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  He  was  opprefT- 
and  he  was  affiifted,  yet  he  opened  not  his  mouth ; 
is  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  flaughter,  and  as  a  fheep 
>re  her  (hearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  openeth  not  his 
nth.  He  was  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judg- 
it :  and  who  fhall  declare  his  generation  ?  For  he 
;  cut  off  out  of  the  land  of  the  living :  for  the  tranf- 
lion  of  my  people  was  he  ftricken."  Daniel  ix.  24. 
enty  weeks  are  determined  upon  thy  people,  and 
>n  thy  holy  city,  to  finifh  the  tranfgreilion,  and  to 
ce  an  end  of  fins,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for 
[uity,  and  to  bring  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  and 
sal  up  the  vifion  and  prophecy,  and  to  anoint  the 
\  Holy." 

:he  New  Teftament,  he  tells  us,  he  was  to  lay  down 
e  for  his  people  :  John  x.  1 1 .  <4 1  am  the  good  fliep^ 
i :  the  good  ihepherd  giveth  his  life  for  the  fheep." 
ame  thing  he  plainly  fays  in  the  inftitution  of  the 
lent  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  Matth,  xxvi.  26, 27,  28* 


$$6  Christ's  Death  a  Proper 

4C  And  as  they  were  eating,  Jefus  took  bread,  and  blefled 
M  it,  and  brake  it,  and  gave  it  to  the  di  Triples,  and  fakl, 
'  "  Take  eat ;  this  is  my  body.  And  he  took  the  cup,  and 
44  gave  thanks,  and  gave  it  to  them,  faying,  Drink  ye 
"  all  of  it :  for  this  is  my  blood  of  the  New  Teftament, 
44  which  is  fhed  for  many  for  the  remiffion  of  fms.M  That 
his  body  broken  and  blood  fhed  for  his  people,  was  to  be 
underftood  of  his  being  made  a  fin-offering,  is  plainly 
teftified  in  the  apoftolic  writings,  2  Cor.  v.  21.  "  For  he 
44  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin ;  that 
44  we  might  be  made  the  rightcoufnefs  of  God  in  hiro.w 
Gal.  iii.  13.  u  Chrift  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfeof 
41  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us ;  for  it  is  written, 
41  Curfed  is  every  one  that  hangeth  on  a  tree."  Heb.  is. 
26,  27,  28.  4i  But  now  once  in  the  end  of  the  world,  hath 
44  he  appeared  to  put  away  fin  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf. 
"  And  as  it  is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die,  but  after 
41  this  the  judgment :  fo  Chrift  was  once  offered  to  bear 
41  the  fins  of  many  ;  and  unto  them  that  look  for  him, 
41  fliall  he  appear  the  fecond  time,  without  fin,  unto  fal- 
44  vation."  See  alfothe  aflertion  of  the  apoille  Peter,  1 
Peter  iii.  18.  "  Chrift  alfo  hath  once  fuffered  for  fins,  tltf 
41  j'.itt  for  the  unjuft,  (that  lie  might  bring  us  to  God)  be- 
ing  put  to  death  in  the  flefh,  but  quickened  by  the  Spi- 
rit." It  is  evidently  alfo  on  this  account,  that  he  is 
called  the  Lamb  of  God,  and  we  are  called  to  attend  to 
him  in  that  capacity,  John  i.  29.  u  Behold  the  Lamb  of 
*4  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world." 

It  is  lamentable  to  think,  that  there  ihould  be  anv  who 
call  themfelves  Ghriftians,  and  yet  refufe  to  acknowledge 
this  truth,  which  is  woven,  if  I  may  fo  (peak,  through 
the  whole  contexture,  both  of  the  law  and  gofpel.  It 
brings  to  my  mind  the  llory  of  an  ancient  artilt ;  wLo, 
being  employed  to  build  a  magnificent  and  elegant  tem- 
ple, had  the  ingenuity  to  inferibe  upon  it  his  own  name, 
and  fo  to  incorporate  it  both  with  the  ornaments  and  body 
of  the  flrufture,  that  it  wasimpoilible  afterwards  to  efface 
the  name,  without  at  the  fame  time  deftrovinjrthe  fabrick. 
In  the  fame  manner,  Chrift  dying  for  fin  is  engraven  in 
fuch  chara&ers  through  the  whole  revealed  will  of  God, 
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it  it  is  impoflible  to  take  it  away  without  overturning 
5  whole  fyftem.  For  this  end  Chrift  came  into  the 
nrld ;  for  this  end  he  bore  the  name  of  Jesus,  or  the  So- 
rur  ;  and  for  this  end  he  became  the  high  pried  of  our 
ofeffion,  that  he  might,  by  one  offerings  for  ever  perfect 
tm  that  are  sanctified. 

This  then  is  the  fcripture-view  of  Chrift  as  our  propi- 
ition^  that  our  guilt  is  taken  away,  and  we  are  recon- 
led  to  God  through  the  facrifice  which  he  hath  offered 
ithout  fpot  or  blemifh.  And  notwithftanding  all  that 
1$  been  thrown  out  againft  it  by  the  pride  of  felf-righte- 
lfnefs,  there  is  nothing  that  can  be  jullly  oppofed  to  it  on 
t  part  of  unprejudiced  reafon.  God  is  merciful,  but  he 
alfo  jult.  And  as  there  is  nothing  more  infeparable 
Dm  the  idea  of  fin,  and  an  accufing  confcience,  than  me- 
ted puniftiment ;  fo  there  is  nothing  more  eflential  to 
e  idea  of  juftice  in  God,  than  a  difpofition  to  inflidt  it. 
his  the  fcripture  every  where  declares ;  and  the  con- 
ience  of  the  guilty,  who  dreads  his  Maker's  prefence, 
tifies  the  truth* 

Now,  if  God  fhews  mercy  to  the  finner,  is  it  fo  abhor- 
nt  from  reafon,  that  this  ftiould  be  by  a  Mediator,  if  one 
Ji  be  found  fit  to  ftep  in  between  the  parties,  and  "  lay 
his  hand  upon  them  both  ?"  Is  not  this  neceffary  to 
anifeft  the  righteoufnefs  and  feverity  of  the  law,  as  well 
the  tendernefs  and  companion  of  the  judge  ?  Is  not  this 
ecifely  the  reafon  affigned  for  it  in  fcripture  ?  Rom.  iii. 
;.  u  To  declare  his  righteoufnefs  for  the  remiffion  of 
fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God."  It 
trifling  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  paflion  of  an- 
r  in  God,  that  fliould  need  to  be  appeafed.  Such  ex- 
efiions  are  only  figurative,  but  they  convey  their  mean- 
g  very  clearly.  It  is  not  anger  or  revenge,  as  they  ap- 
ar  in  our  difordered  frame,  that  accepts  of  an  atonement 
hefe  furious  paffions  fty  direttly  at  the  offending  perfon, 
id  rejeft  all  interceifion.  But  juftice,  in  calm  and  regu- 
r  government,  requires  fatisfadion,  that  the  malignity 
id  demerit  of  the  offence  may  be  preferved,  while  mercy 
extended  to  the  criminal.  We  ought  to  confider,  that 
le  great  and  general  end  of  the  difpenfations  of  Provi- 
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dence  is,  to  illuftrate  the  glory  of  die  true  God  in  all  his 
real  perfections.  This  is  bed  done  by  a  purchafed  pardon, 
by  a  wife  and  awful  mixture  of  impartial  juftice  with  un- 
merited mercy.  How  can  you  hear  the  word  mercy  h  of- 
ten without  perceiving  this  ?  It  is  not  mercy  at  all,  unk& 
it  is  bellowed  on  thole  who  have  deferved  to  fuffer ;  and 
therefore  why  may  not  a  voluntary  furety  be  admitted  to 
fuffer  in  their  place  ?  The  truth  is,  fuch  are  the  impreflion* 
that  are  ufually  made  on  the  awakened  confeience,  of  the 
infinite  holinefs  and  purity,  and  the  tremendous  majefly 
of  God,  that  nothing  lefs  will  fatisfy  it  than  a  fufficient 
atonement,  or  a  clear  view  how  he  may  be  u  juft,  and  jet 
u  the  juflifier  of  him  that  believeth  on  Jefus." 

But,  my  brethren,  it  is  one  thing  to  know,  to  profefe,  or 
even  to  fupport  the  truth  ;  and  another,  but  of  unfpeaka* 
bly  more  moment,  to  feel,  and  to  apply  it.  It  is  one  thing, 
to  have  a  rational  conviction,  from  critical  enquiry,  that 
this  is  taught  in  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  another,  to  cleave 
to  it  with  efteem  and  affediion,  as  the  gospel  of  our  salva- 
tioriy  as  the  great  foundation  of  our  hope  and  peace. 
Therefore  in  what  remains  of  this  branch  of  the  fubjefi, 
1  would  confider  myfelf  as  fpeaking,  not  to  the  wrangling 
difputer,  but  to  the  convinced  (inner;  not  to  the  felf- 
righteous  boafter,  but  to  the  broken  in  fpirit.  The  chitf 
circumftances  in  the  propitiation  which  Chrift  hath  made, 
to  be  taken  notice  of  in  this  view,  are  thefe  two  :  i.  Its 
abfolute  ncceffity.     2.   Its  perfect  fufficiency. 

1.  Confider  the  absolute  necessity  of  this  atonement. 
There  is  no  other  way  by  which  the  finner  can  be  reftored 
to  the  favor  of  God.  Nothing  can  be  clearer  from  the 
holy  fcriptures.  It  is  indeed  the  tacit  inference  that  may 
be  drawn  from  the  whole.  Why  is  this  love  and  mercy 
of  God  celebrated  in  fuch  exalted  flrains  by  the  infpiral 
writers,  and  felt  with  fo  much  gratitude  by  the  redeemed, 
but  that  they  were  under  condemnation,  and  mull  have 
periflied,  but  for  the  help  of  this  Saviour  ?  Rom.  viii.  1. 
u  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to  them  which 
44  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk  not  after  the  flefb,  but  af- 
44  ter  the  Spirit/'  And  the  fame  chapter,  ver.  33.  "  Who 
44  lhall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eledt  ?  It  if 
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'God  that  juftifieth."  John  iii.  16.  "  God  fo  loved  the 
1  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
lcver  believeth  in  him,  Ihould  not  perifti,  but  have  ever- 
1  lading  life."  As  "  without  (bedding  of  blood  there  is 
1  no  remiffion,"  fo  we  have  the  fame  infallible  teftimony, 
Seb.  x.  4.  that  "  it  is  not  poffible  that  the  blood  of  bulls 
1  and  of  goats  Qiould  take  away  fins.9'  Nay,  that  the 
hing  might  be  put  beyond  all  polfibility  of  doubt,  fee  the 
feclaration  of  Peter  and  John,  Afts  iv.  12.  "  Neither  is 
1  there  falvation  in  any  other :  for  there  is  none  other 
'name  under  heaven  given  among  men  whereby  we 
1  muft  be  faved.  And  what  other  fenfe  can  be  put  upon 
hcfe  words  of  our  Saviour  himfelf  ?  John  xiv.  6.  u  Jefus 
1  faith  unto  him,  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the 
1  life :  no  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  In 
tin  then  do  we  found  our  hopes  upon  any  thing  elfe ; 
[tie  holincfs  of  the  divine  nature,  the  purity  of  the  divine 
wr,  and  the  greatnefs  of  divine  power,  confpire  in  blaft- 
ig  every  hope  of  the  (inner  but  what  is  centred  in  Chrift* 
2.  Confider  the  perfect  sufficiency  of  this  atonement^ 
t  is  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the  demands  of  law  and  juf- 
ice.  It  is  fufficient  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  divine 
overnment,  and  to  illullrate  the  holinefs  and  juflice  of 
rod  in  the  forgivenefs  of  fin.  It  is  fufficient  to  purchafe 
full  and  complete  remiffion  to  the  greateft  finner.  Who- 
irer  refle&s  upon  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God,  muft  be 
nfible  that  it  is  not  without  reafon  that  fo  much  is  faid 
1  this  fubjeft  in  fcripture  ;  that  fo  much  pains  is  taken 
»  fet  forth  the  glory  and  greatnefs  of  the  Saviour  of  fin- 
rrs.  The  greatnefs  of  his  perfon,  and  dignity  of  his  cha- 
ifter,  are  fet  before  us  in  the  mod  linking  light.  He  is 
the  eternal  and  only  begotten  Son  of  God ;  the  bright- 
nefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his 
perfon* "  And  Phil.  ii.  6.  "  Who  being  in  the  form  of 
God,  thought  it  not  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God."  Ifa. 
:.  6-  "  For  unto  us  a  child  is  born,  unto  us  a  fon  is  given, 
and  the  government  (hall  be  upon  his  (houlder :  and 
his  name  (hall  be  called,  Wonderful,  Counsellor,  The 
mighty  God,  The  everlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of 
peace." 
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It  is  not  eafy  indeed  to  enumerate  the  magnificent  titles 
with  which  he  is  adorned  in  fcripture :  The  Alpha  ad 
Omega* — The  first  and  the  last, — The  Prince  of  the  kings 
of  the  earth* — The  King  of  kings*  and  Lord  of  lords*— 
The  King  of  glory* — and  The  King  of  saints.  Whit 
mighty  works  are  fubfcribed  to  him  in  creation  and  pro* 
vidence !  We  are  told,  "  He  fhall  reign  till  all  enemies 
"  are  brought  under  his  feet.'5  The  propriety  of  his  6- 
crifice  as  the  Son  of  man,  and  the  purity  of  his  facrifice  as 
the  Holy  one  of  God,  are  taken  notice  of  in  fcripture; 
Heb-  ii.  17.  u  Wherefore  in  all  things  it  behoved  him 
"  to  be  made  like  unto  his  brethren ;  that  he  might  be  a 
"  merciful  an  1  faithful  high  prielt,  in  things  pertaining  to 
"  God,  to  make  reconciliation  for  the  fins  of  the  people.* 
Heb.  ix.  13, 14.  "  For  if  the  blood  of  bulls,  and  of  goats, 

and  the  alhes  of  an  heifer  fprinkling  the  unclean,  fane- 

tifieth  to  the  purifying  of  the  flefh ;  how  much  more 
fct  fhall  the  blood  of  Ghrilt,  who  through  the  eternal  Spirit, 
"  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to  God,  purge  your  con- 
44  feience  from  dead  works  to  ferve  the  living  God  ?"  To 
this  you  may  add  the  continued  fulnefs  that  dwells  in  him; 
John  L  16.  "  Aud  of  his  fulnefs  have  all  we  received, 
"  and  grace  for  grace."  Col.  i.  19.  "  For  it  pleafed  the 
"  Father,  that  in  him  fhould  all  fulnefs  dwell/'  What 
is  this,  my  brethren,  but  to  encourage  and  embolden  Tin- 
ners to  put  their  trull  in  him,  and  to  carry  home  with 
power  this  truth,  which  I  ihall  give  you  in  the  words  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  ?  Hcb.  vii.  25.  "  Wherefore  he  is  able 
u  alio  to  lave  them  to  the  uttermoft,  that  come  unto  God 
"  by  him,  feeing  he  ever  liveth  to  make  intcrccllion  for 
"  Uk-m." 

H.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  which 
was,  to  confider  the  extent  of  this  propitiation,  founded 
on  the  laft  claufe  of  the  text :  "  And  not  for  ours  only, 
"  but  alio  for  the  litis  of  the  whole  world."  In  general, 
when  we  remember  that  this  epillle  was  written  chiefly  to 
the  converts  of  the  circumcifion,  it  may  convince  us,  that 
in  all  probability  this  expreffion  was  intended  againlt  the 
great  and  national  prejudice  of  the  Jews,  of  which  we  fee 
very  frequent  notice  taken  in  the  New  Teflament.    As 
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id  the  oracles  of  God  committed  to  them,  as  for  the 
lrpofes  of  his  providence  he  had  feparated  them 
:her  nations,  and  the  Meffiah  was  to  defcend  from 
:cording  to  the  flefh,  they  apprehended  that  all  the 
s  of  his  reign  were  to  be  confined  to  themfelves  : 
e  they  are  often  given  to  underftand,  that  the  pur- 
mercy  was  far  more  extenfive,  and  that  Chrift 
'ith  a  view  to  fulfil  that  promife  made  to  the  father 
aithful.  Gen.  xxii.  18.  "  In  thy  feed  fhall  all  the 
is  of  the  earth  be  blefled  ;  becaufe  thou  .had  obey- 
y  voice.''  The  expreflion  in  the  text  then  un- 
lly  implies,  that  redemption  through  the  blood  of 
vas  to  be  preached  to  finners  of  the  Gentiles  ;  that 
id  been  the  Saviour  of  alL  ages  by  the  efficacy  of 
rifice  which  he  was  to  offer  in  the  fulnefs  of  time, 
he  virtue  of  it  was  not  to  be  confined  to  the  houfe 
I,  but  to  belong  to  finners  of  every  nation  under 

fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  very  great  controver- 
e  been  raifed  in  another  view,  as  to  the  extent  of 

death,  and  the  import  of  this  and  other  fuch  ge- 
Lpreflions  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  In  this,  as  in 
ler  debates,  matters  have  been  carried  a  far  great- 
h  than  the  intereft  of  truth  and  piety  requires;  and, 
j  ufual,  they  have  arifen  from  an  improper  and 
I  mixture  of  what  belongs  to  the  fecret  counfels  of 
(t  High  with  his  revealed  will,  which  is  the  inva- 
ile  of  our  duty.  Without  entering,  therefore,  into 
)ates,  which  are  unfuitable  to  our  prefent  employ- 
r  rather  giving  my  judgment,  that  they  are  for  the 
*t  unneceflary,  unprofitable,  or  hurtful,  I  fhall  lay 
ree  propofitions  on  this  fubjett,  which  I  think  can 
3e  called  in  quellion,  and  which  are  a  fufficient 
on  for  our  faith  and  practice, 
iie  obedience  and  death  of  Chrift  is  of  value  fuffi- 
expiate  the  guilt  of  all  the  fins  of  every  individual 
r  lived  or  ever  fhall  live  on  earth.  This  cannot 
d,  fince  the  fubje&s  to  be  redeemed  are  finite,  the 
;d  for  their  redemption  is  infinite.  He  fuffered  in 
an  nature,  but  that  nature  intimately  and  perfon- 

I.  U  u 
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ally  united  to  the  divine  :  fo  that  Chrift  the  Mediator,  tf 
gift  of  God  for  the  redemption  of  finners,  is  often  calk 
his  own  and  his  eternal  Son  :  Rom.  viii.  32.  "  He  tfa 
•*  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  al 
41  how  (hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  thing*? 
Such  was  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  nature  i 
Chrift,  that  the  blood  which  was  the  purchafe  of  our  n 
demption  is  exprefsly  called  the  blood  of  God,  A6ls  a 
28.  t4  To  feed  the  church  of  God,  which  he  hath  purdu 
Cl  fed  with  his  own  blood."  This  is  the  great  myfteryc 
godlinefs,  God  mapifefted  in  the  flefti,  in  which  all  on 
thoughts  are  loft  and  fwallowed  up. 

2.  Notwithftanding  this,  every  individual  of  thehumai 
face  is  not  in  faft  partaker  of  the  bleflings  of  his  purchafe 
but  many  die  in  their  fins,  and  perifli  for  ever.  TO 
will  as  little  admit  of  any  doubt.  Multitudes  have  dice 
who  never  heard  of  the  name  of  Chrift,  or  falvatioi 
through  him  ;  many  have  lived  and  died  blafpheminghi 
perfon,  and  defpifing  his  undertaking  ;  many  have  die 
in  unbelief  and  impenitence,  ferving  clivers  lufts  and  pal 
fions  ;  and  if  the  fcripture  is  true,  he  will  at  laft  rende 
unto  them  according  to  their  works.  So  that  if  we  admi: 
that  the  works  of  God  are  known  to  him  from  the  begin 
ning  of  the  world,  it  can  never  be  true,  that,  in  his  etci 
nal  counfels,  Chrift  died  to  fave  thofe,  who  after  all  thi 
he  hath  done,  (hall  be  mifcrablc  for  ever.  a  He  is  a  rod 
41  his  work  is  perfedt."  His  defign  never  could  be  fruftfi 
ted;  but,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefles  it,  Rom.  xi. ) 
"  The  ele&ion  hath  obtained  it,  and  the  reft  were  Mine 
"  ed."     But, 

3.  There  is  in  the  death  of  Chrift  a  fufficient  found; 
tion  hid  for  preaching  the  gofpel  indefinitely  to  all  xvitl 
o'ut  exception.  It  is  the  command  of  God,  that  this  fhou 
be  done  :  Mark  xvi.  15.  u  And  he  faid  unto  them,  C 
u  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  to  evei 
"  creature."  The  effeft  of  this  is,  that  the  mifery  of  tl 
unbelieving  and  impenitent  fhall  lie  entirely  at  their  ofl 
door :  and  they  fhall  not  only  die  in  their  fins,  but  Ihi 
fuffer  to  eternity  for  this  molt  heinous  of  all  fins,  defpifu 
the  remedy,  and  refufing  to  hear  the%Son  of  God ;  Heb. : 
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,6,  27.  "  For  if  we  fin  wilfully  after  that  we  have  receiv- 
:  ed  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  there  remaineth  no  more 
•  lacrifice  for  fins,  but  a  certain  fearful  looking  for  of  judg- 
1  ment,  and  fiery  indignation,  which  (hall  devour  the  ad- 

I  verfaries."  Let  us  neither  refufe  our  aflent  to  any  part 
if  the  revealed  will  of  God,  nor  foolifhly  imagine  an  op- 
>ofition  between  one  part  of  it  and  another.  All  the  ob- 
curity  arifes  from,  and  may  be  refolved  into  the  weaknefs 
if  our  underftandings ;  but  let  God  be  true,  and  every 
nan  a  liar.     That  there  is  a  fenfe  in  which  Chrift  died  for 

II  men,  and  even  for  thofe  who  perifh,  is  plain  from  the 
rcry  words  of  fcripture  ;  1  Tim.  iv.  10,  "  For  therefore 
1  we  both  labour  and  fuffer  reproach,  becaufe  we  truft  in 
;  the  living  God,  who  is  the  Saviour  of  all  men,  efpecially 
;  of  thofe  that  believe."  1  Cor.  viii.  11.  "  And  through 
'  thy  knowledge  (hall  the  weak  brother  perifh,  for  whom 
'  Chrift  died  ?"  Thus  it  appears  that  both  in  a  national 
nd  perfonal  view,  Chrift  is  "  the  propitiation  for  our 

fins ;  and  not  for  ours  only,  but  alfo  for  the  fins  of  the 
'  whole  world." 

III.  I  proceed  now  in  the  last  place,  to  make  fome  prac- 
ical  improvement  of  the  fubjeft  for  your  inftru&ion  and 
lireflion.     And, 

1.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  let  us  be  induced  to  give 

iraife  to  God  for  his  mercy  to  loft  finners  revealed  in  the 

pfpel.     Let  us  particularly  give  him  praife  for  Chrift 

efus,  his  unfpeakable  gift :  "  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we 

loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us,  and  gave  his  Son  to  be 

the  propitiation  for  us." 

While  we  remember,  with  abafement  of  foul,  the  holi- 
sf&  and  juftice  of  God,  which  required  fatisfa&ion  for  fin, 
t  us  alio  remember  his  infinite  compaffion,  who  was 
leafed  himfelf  to  provide  "  a  lamb  for  the  burnt  offering." 
et  us  at  the  fame  time  give  praife  to  the  tender-hearted 
iviour,  who  gave  his  life  as  an  offering  "  of  a  fweet- 
fmelling  favor"  to  God.  Redeeming  grace  Ihall  be  the 
erne  of  eternal  gratitude  and  praife  in  heaven.  After 
1  our  trials  and  dangers  are  over,  we  ihall  then,  with 
ifpeakable  delight,  afcribe  the  honor  of  our  vittory  to 
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him,  faying,  Rev.  v.  12.    "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  W3S 
(lain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and 
flrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blefling."     Why 
ftiould  we  not  alfo  attempt  to  give  him  praife  in  his 
church  on  earth  ?  for  he,  having  finiflted  his  own  work, 
and  entered  into  his  glory,  hath  give  us  an  affured  prof- 
pett,  that  we  alfo  fhall  overcome  in  his  flrength  ;  that  he 
will  come  again,  and  "  receive  us  to  himfelf ;  that  where 
u  he  is,  there  we  may  be  alfo." 

2.  You  may  fee  from  what  hath  been  faid,  that  fuchas 
are  yet  unrelated  to  this  Saviour  are  in  a  ftate  of  fin,  and 
liable  to  divine  wrath.  Hear  and  receive  this  truth,  how- 
ever  unwelcome  to  the  fecure,  however  diftatteful  to  the 
carnal  mind.  If  it  were  not  fo,  this  propitiation  which 
God  hath  fet  forth  would  have  been  altogether  unnectfla- 
ry.  Let  us  beg  of  him  who  hath  afcended  up  on  high,  to 
fend  down,  according  to  his  promife,  his  Spirit  to  con- 
vince the  world  of  fin.  How  many  afle&ing  and  flriking 
proofs  have  we  of  this,  both  in  our  chara&er  and  fiate! 
and  yet  how  difficult  to  make  us  fenfible  of  it  !  What  is 
to  be  feen  in  the  world  at  prefent,  or  what  do  we  read  in 
the  hillory  of  part  ages,  but  one  melancholy  fcene  of  dil- 
order,  mifery,  and  bloodfhed,  fuccceding  another?  Is  not 
this  the  effect  of  human  guilt  ?  And  do  we  not,  by  mutual 
injuries,  at  once  demonflrate  our  own  corruption,  and  exe- 
cute the  ju(l  judgment  of  God  upon  one  another :  May 
not  every  perfon  difcover  the  latent  fource  of  thefe  flag- 
rant crimes,  in  the  pollution  of  his  own  heart,  his  averlion 
to  what  is  good,  and  his  pronenefs  and  inclination  to  what 
is  evil  ?  And  yet,  alas  !  how  difficult  a  matter  is  it  to  make 
the  heart  humble  itfclf,  and  plead  guilty  before  God  :  to 
make  us  fenfible,  that  we  are  tranfgrefibrs  from  the  won;b, 
and  inexcufable,  in  this  trail  lljrctfion  ;  that  the  threaten- 
ing of  the  law  is  molt  jtift,  "  Curled  is  every  one  that  con- 
u  tinueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the  book  of  the  law 
"  to  do  them  ;"  and  that  it  is  of  the  infinite  mercy  of  God, 
that  the  execution  is  fufpended,  or  any  hope  given  11s  ot 
being  able  to  avert  it  ? 

Yet  this,  my  brethren,  I  will  repeat  it,  and  I  befeech 
you  to  attend  to  it,  is  certainly  the  cafe  by  nature,  with 
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rery  perfon  in  this  afiemb'ly.  Every  one  who  now  hears 
ie  is  in  a  Hate  of  condemnation,  and  liable  to  everlaft- 
ig  mifery,  excepting  that  happy  number  who  have  u  fled 
for  refuge  to  lay  hold  of  the  hope  fet  before  them."  All 
ifcnfible  perfons,  living  in  a  carelefs  fecure  forgetfulnefs 
>f  God  ;  all  who  indulge  themfelves  habitually  in  the  lulls 
^  the  flefli;  drunkards,  fwearers,  profane  and  laicivious 
efters,  liars,  unjuft  perfons,  lovers  of  the  prefent  world, 
ire  aliens  from  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael,  and  Grangers 
:othe  covenant  of  promife.  Oh  that  it  were  poffible  for 
me  to  awaken  you  to  a  fenfe  of  your  danger,  while  there 
is  yet  a  poffibility  of  efcaping !  Oh  the  importance  to 
jwi  of  the  unknown  time  from  this  day  of  your  merciful 
fixation  to  the  day  of  your  death  !  What  woukl  thole 
tfho  are  now  referved  in  chains  to  the  judgment  of  the 
jreat  day,  give  for  the  precious  opportunity  you  are  now 
lefpifing  !  In  a  little  time  I  know  that  you  yourlelves 
rill  repent ;  oh  that  it  may  not  be  when  it  is  too  late  to 
eform  !  But  all  words  niuft  fink  under  fuch  a  fubject. 
tfo  pifture  that  I  could  draw  of  the  defpairing  horror  of  a 
inner  on  his  death-bed,  or  the  blafpheming  rage  of  thofe 
riioare  tormented  in  hell-fire,  could  poffibly  give  any  of 
ou  a  juft  apprehenfion  of  what  it  is  to  fall  into  the  hands 
f  the  living  God,  unlefs  it  pleafe  himfelf  to  wound  the 
onfeierrce  with  the  arrows  of  convi&ion,  that  he  may  af- 
Jrwards  pour  in  the  healing  balm  of  peace  and  confolati- 
1.  And  oh  that  it  might  Itand  with  the  will  of  God  that 
3ne  here  prefent  fliould  efcape  ! 

3.  Learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  there  is  no  fa- 
itice  for  fin,  but  the  one  offering  of  our  Redeemer  on  the 
ols  ;  no  hope  of  mercy  for  any  child  of  Adam,  but 
rough  his  blood.  The  typical  facrifices  under  the  Old 
sftament  were  but  fhadows,  the  fubftance  is  Ghrifl.  Jn 
in  will  any  go  about  to  eltablifh  their  own  righteoufnefs, 
d  refufe  to  fubmit  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  Think 
t,  my  brethren,  by  attempts  of  reformation,  by  faulty 
feftive  duties,  to  be  able  to  cancel  any  part  of  that  guilt 
which  you  are  adding  every  day.  How  great  is  the  fol- 
and  prefumption  of  felf-righteoufnefs  !  What  a  profane 
ntenipt  of  the  riches  of  divine  grace !    Hath  God  feen  it 
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neceflary  to  fet  forth  Cbrift  a$  a  propitiation  J hrougb  |£b 
in  his  blood  ?  and  will  you  fay,  that  it  it  uunoco^a^^ 
fpurn  the  offered  mercy  ?    How  much  igoora^Cf^Ni 
fclf-rightcoufoefe !    What  imperfeft  views  muft  *bey  lpfet 
of  the  law  oF  God,  and  how  little  knowledge  of  then- 
felves,  and  their  own  hearts  who  admire  or  truft  io  Jyk, 
man  virtue !     Above  all,  what  is  the  foundation  and  cor* 
ner-ftnne  of  felf-righteoufnefs  ?     It  is  pride,  that  fin  of  all 
others  mod  odious  and  abominable  in  the  fight  of  Goi 
Is  it  not  a  matter  of  daily  experience,  that  thofe  perfoos 
who  are  evidently  moil  loofe  and  carelefs  in  their  own  ' 
practice,  and  who,  one  would  think,  fhould  have  leafi  of 
that  kind  to  rely  upon,  are  mod  prone  to  a  felf-righteooi 
plan,  and  moft  ready  to  defpife  the  do&rine  of  juflificati- 
on  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift.     Are  yoa 
fometimes  furprifed  at  this,  Ghriftians  ?    The  thing  is. 
eafily  explained*     They  know  little  either  of  the  lawtf 
God  or  their  own  hearts    They  feldom  ftudy  the  one,  ft 
refiedupon  the  other.     If  they  did,  they  would  fowl* 
afliamed  of  fuch  a  pretence.     Thofe  who  apply  themfchw 
with  the  greateft  diligence  to  the  ftudy  of  holinefs  in  beait 
and  life,  do  always  moft  fenfibly  feel,  and  moft  willingly 
confefs,  that  all  their  righteouihefles  are  as  filthy  rags  be- 
fore God. 

4.  In  Chrift  Jefus,  and  the  blood  of  the  everlafling  co- 
venant, there  is  abundant  provifion  made  for  the  pardon 
of  all  our  fins,  and  peace  with  an  offended  God.  "  Be- 
"  hold  the  Lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the 
"  world !"  Behold  the  Lamb  which  God  himfelf  hath 
ordained,  and  fet  apart  for  this  important  work,  and  which 
he  will  certainly  accept !  "  Deliver  them,"  faith  he, 
41  from  going  down  to  the  pit :  I  have  found  a  ranforo." 
Behold  the  immaculate  and  Jpotlefs  vi&im  in  the  purity  of 
his  human,  and  the  glory  of  his  divine  nature  !  There  is 
no  fin  {0  atrocious  but  his  blood  is  fufficient  to  wafh  away 
the  guilt.  Is  there  any  firmer  in  this  affembly  burdened 
with  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  arretted  by  an  accufiug  confeience, 
terrified  by  the  thunders  of  the  law,  ready  to  cry  out, 
"  Who  can  (land  before  this  holy  Lord  God  !  My  fleih 
"  trembleth  becaufe  of  thee :   1  am  afraid  of  thy  judfr 
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"ments."  Let  fuch  an  one  know,  that  help  is  laid  on 
Mm  that  is  "mighty  to  fave,"  Let  your  guilt  be  what 
it  will,  who  canfo  far  derogate  from  the  Redeemer's  glo- 
ty  as  to  fufpedl  that  his  blood  cannot  purge  it  away  I 
Give  no  heed  to  unbelieving  thoughts,  or  difcouraging 
ibggeftions;  but  be  "ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God;" 
and  attend  to  the  Saviour's  own  words  :  "  Him  that 
"  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no  wife  call  out." 

5.  In  the  last  place,  Let  all  the  children  of  God,  whofe 
hope  hath  flill  been  in  the  divine  mercy  through  a  cruci- 
fied Saviour,  embrace  the  opportunity  now  given  them  of 
profeffing,  exercifing,  and  ftrengthening  their  faith  in  the 
great  atonement.     Plead  your  relation  to  God  through 
Chrift,  and  encourage  yourfelves  in  his  all-fufficicncy  and 
merit.     Look  upon  his  fufferings  for  humbling  you  under 
afenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  which  made  fuch  an  expiation 
neceflary.     Nothing  ferves  more  to  abafe  and  level  hu- 
man pride,  than  to  fee  our  nature  on  the  crofs  though 
pcrfonally  united  to  the  divine.     Look  upon  him  in  his 
agony,  for  mortifying  and  crucifying  fin  in  you.     There 
isa  purifying  virtue,  and  fanftifying  efficacy,  in  the  blood 
tf  Chrift.     It  not  only  fpeaks  peace  to  the  wounded  con- 
science, but  purges  the  confcience  from  dead  works  to 
ferve  the  living  God.     I  am  not  againft  the  introduction 
of  every  argument  from  fcripture  or  reafon  againft  fin,  or 
infupport  of  duty ;  but  let  them  never  fujpplant  the  great", 
the  leading,  the  conftraining  argument,  which  is  drawn 
from  the  crofs  of  Chrift.  Believe  it,  my  brethren,  nothing 
fo  much  reconciles  the  heart  to  duty,  nothing  fo  kindles  a 
holy  indignation  againft  fin,  as  a  believing  view  of  the 
lamb  of  God,  which  taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world. — 
-Tjjis  gives  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  a  child-like  fear,  and  a 
-hikl-like  love.     This  fills  the  Chriftian  with  comfort,  this 
nfpires  the  Chriftian  with  zeal.     To  feek  our  comfort  in 
i  feparate  way,  or  in  the  firft  inftance  from  our  duties,  is 
o  make  that  comfort  feeble  and  variable  as  the  duties  are 
lefeftive ;  but  to  enliven  our  duties  by  the  comforts  of 
he  gofpel  is  to  follow  the  order  of  the  covenant  of  grace, 
y  which  we  at  once  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  mod 
ffeftually  fecure  our  own  comfort  and  peace.     This  is 
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the  Spirit  breathed  by  the  apoftle  Paul,  with  whofe  wi 
Gat  ii.  19.  20.  1  (ball  conclude ;  "  For  I  through  the 
"  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God.  ] 
"  cru6ticd.witlL.Chrift;  Neverthelefa  I  live;  .yd  n 
**  but  Chrift  livelh  In  "me";  And  the  life  which  1  now 
*'  iii  the  fle/h,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
"  loved  me,  and  gave  himielf  for  me." 
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THE  LOVE  OF  CHRIST  IN  REDEMPTION. 


SERMON  6. 


REV.  i.  5. 

rJnto  him  that  loved  its,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  Ms 

own  blood. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

rHE  bare  repetition  of  thefe  words  13  fufficient  to  con- 
vince every  hearer  how  well  they  are  fuited  to  the 
efign  of  our  prefent  meeting.  Redeeming  love  is  cer- 
*inly  the  moll  delightful  of  all  themes  to  every  real  chrif- 
ian.  It  is  the  immediate  and  diredt  objeA  of  our  con- 
?mplation  in  the  Lord's  fupper.  This  ordinance  was 
nftituted  to  keep  up  the  remembrance  of  the  fufferings 
nd  death  of  Chrift,  which  was  the  great  and  finiftiing 
*xx>fof  his  love.  How  then  can  you  attend  on  it  in  a 
nore  becoming  and  dutiful,  a  more  pleafant  and  defirea- 
>le,  or  a  more  happy  and  ufeful  frame  of  fpirit,  than  when 
'our  hearts  are  filled  with  a  fenfe  of  the  love  of  Chrift, 
nd  you  find  yourfelves  difpofed  to  join,  with  a  mixture 
►f  joy  and  wonder,  in  the  doxology  of  the  apoftle  John, 
a  the  text,  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from 
ur  sins  in  bis  own  blood  ? 

The  author  of  this  book  is  fometimes  ftyled  the  disciple 
*bom  Jesus  loved.  Since,  therefore,  it  pleafed  his  maf- 
tr  to  diftinguifti  him  by  the  tendernefs  of  particular  friend- 
hip,  it  is  no  wonder  that  we  find  fo  much  of  the  delight- 
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fill  afftttion  of  lov^ in  his  writings-  .  In  the  beginn 
this  chapter,  he  gives  an  account  of  the  general  I 
and  defign  of  the  book  of  Revelation,  the  manner  in 
the  dtfiwfy iei f  «njiina|  m  to wmp  tmdet^^in^ii 
fidelity  In  teftifying  them  to  otKers.  Then  folloi 
apoilolic  falutation  to  the  feven  churches  in  Afia,  wl 
a  folemn  benedi&on,*  in  qame  of  all ,  the  pcrfons 
adorable  Trinity  :*  "  Grace  be  to  you,  and  peace, 
44  him  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  c< 
(that  is,  from  God  the  Father,  the  ancient  of  day: 
mutable  and  eternal) ;  "  and  from  the  feven  fpirits 
44  are  before  his  throne ;"  (not  to  detain  you  with  a 
cal  account  of  this  phrafe, .  it  means  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
in  his  perfon,  but  multiplied  in  his  gifts  ;  the  v; 
iuilnefs,  and  perfection  of  which,  are  denoted  fa 
form  of  expreffion) ;  u  and  fromjefus  Chrift,  who 
44  faithful  witnefs,  and  the  firft-begotten  from  the 
44  and  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth."  To  hir 
fee,  he  gives  three  illuflrious  characters. 

i .  The  faithful  "witness,  who  came  from  fcbovi 

.revealed  the  whole  will  of  God  for  our  falvation ;  w 

ing  the  eternal  truth,  might  be  abfolutely  depended 

,the  account  he  was  by  the  bpofile  to  communicate, 

great  events  of  Providence  towards  his  church  an 

jplp.     2.  Use  first  begotten  from  the  dead,  declare* 

the  Son  of  God  with  power,  by  his  glorious  refun 

and  triumph  over  the.  king  t>f  terrors.     And,  ; 

Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth;  that  is,  the  Lord 

ture,  'to  whom  every  prince  and  potentate  mud  be  i 

and  to  the  ends  of  whofe  Providence,  and  the  inci 

whofe  kingdom,  all  their  fchemes  of  policy  and  cc 

fhall  at  lad  be  fubfervient.     He  then,  with  great  p 

ty,  having  mentioned  the  name,  and  given  a  fhoi 

of  tKe  character' of  his  bleffed  Lord,  lays  hold  of  t 

portunity  to  exprefs  his  own  and  every  other  i 

/obligation  to  him  in  this  fublime  afefiption,  Unto  in 

loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  bis  &&r< 

.     To  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  the  love  of 

i$  its  full  extend  in  its  fource,  its  expreffions,  -i 

effc&s,  even  thofe  that  are  foggefted  in  the  tdfct^ 
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far  exceed  the  bounds  of  a  fingle  difcourfe.  What  I  pro- 
pafe,  therefore,  at  this  time,  in  order  to  prepare  your 
minds  and  my  own,  for  the  folemn  a&ion  before  us,  is 
only  to  colled:  into  one  view  fome  of  the  great  and  gene- 
ial  characters  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  which  are  moft  proper 
to  excite  our  gratitude  and  praife ;  and  then  to  make  fome 
pra&ical  improvement  of  it  for  your  inftru&ion  and  di- 
rcftion. 

I.  Firft,  then,  let  us  endeavor  to  point  out  fome  of  the 
great  and  general  characters  of  the  love  of  Chrift.     In  this 

I  fliall  take  care  to  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  views  as  are 
given  of  it  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  And  every  character 
given  of  it  there,  we  are  both  entitled  and  obliged  to  attend 
to,  and  improve. 

1.  Firft  of  all,  then,  you  may  obferve,  that  it  is  an 
everlasting  love.  It  took  its  rife  in  the  eternal  counfels  of 
Heaven.  This  is  a  charadter  given  of  the  love  of  God  to 
bis  people,  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  a  Yea,  I  have  loved  thee  with 
"  an  everlafting  love:  therefore  with  loving  kindnefs 
"have  I  drawn  thee."  This  expreffion  is  often  ufed 
*ith  a  double  view,  to  fhew,on  the  one  hand,  its  early,  its 
original  fource,  and  on  the  other,  its  perpetual  liability, 
md  endlefs  duration.  Pfal.  ciii.  17.  "  But  the  mercy  of 
4  the  Lord  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  upon  them 
4  that  fear  him ;  and  his  righteoufnefs  unto  children's 
'children."     Ifa.  liv.  7,  8.  "  For  a  fmall  moment  have 

I I  forfaken  thee,  hut  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather 
1  thee.     In  a  little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee  for  a 

moment;  but  with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have 
mercy  on  thee,  faith  the  Lord  thy  Redeemer-"  Ha- 
ing  cited  thefe  paflages  of  the  Old  Teftament,  I  muft 
iftify  the  application  of  them,  by  obferving  that  all  the 
jvenant-mercies  of  God  to  man,  in  our  prefent  fallen 
ate,  are  to  be  referred  to  the  love  of  Chrift,  as  their  price, 
leir  fource,  and  their  fum.  This  is  plain  from  innume- 
ible  paflages  of  fcripture  :  Eph.  i.  4,  5.  4C  According  as 
he  hath  chofen  us  in  him,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  that  we  ftiould  be  holy,  and  without  blame  before 
him  in  love  :  having  predeftinated  us  unto  the  adoption 
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"  of  children  by  Jefus  Chrift  to  himfelf,  according  t 
44  good  pleafure  of  his  will."  Eph-  iii.  II.  Cl  Accoi 
44  to  the  eternal  purpofe  which  he  purpofed  in  Chrift 
44  our  Lord."  For  this  reafon  it  is,  amongft  others 
Chrift  is  called,  Rev.  xiii-  8.  "  the  Lamb  {lain  froi 
u  foundation  of  the  world." 

I  confefs,  my  brethren,  we  are  but  ill  able  to  under! 
or  at  leaft  to  meafure,  the  import  of  this  truth,  th; 
love  of  Chrift  to  fmners,  or  of  God  in  him,  was  from 
nity.  All  our  conceptions  are  foon  loft,  and  fwall 
up,  in  what  is  infinite  and  boundlefs.  But  furely 
fords  matter  for  the  deepeft  and  humbled  adoratic 
well  as  for  the  higheft  gratitude  and  joy.  Does  i 
afford  matter  for  adoring  wonder,  that  the  plan  for  rec 
ing  loft  fmners,  and  reftoring  them  to  the  obedieno 
enjoyment  of  God,  was  the  objefl:  of  the  divine  pt 
from  eternity  ?  It  appears  to  be  a  very  confpicuous 
or  rather  pit  haps  we  are  warranted  to  fay,  from  the 
ture  revelation,  that  it  is  the  chief  part  of  our  Cre 
will,  to  which  every  other  part  of  his  providence  i 
ordinate  and  ibbfervient.  Accordingly,  in  the  ver 
fage  where  my  text  lies,  the  Redeemer  fays,  ver.  i 
44  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  er 
41  faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  wh 
41  to  come,  the  Almighty."  Does  not  this  lead  us  t< 
template  the  glory  of  an  infinite  God,  as  it  (bines  ii 
everlafting  love  ?  Does  it  not  alfo  afford  matter  of 
tude  to  the  believing  foul,  while  he  confiders  every 
of  mercy  as  concerned  in  this  eternal  purpofe  ? 

I  am  fenfible  my  brethren,  there  may  be  an  abul 
perverfion  of  the  dodtrine  of  ele&ion,  if  we  think  o 
independent  of  its  fruits,  and  apply  it  fo  as  to  pr 
either  fecurity  or  defpair.  But  I  defpife  the  wifd 
thofe  perfons  who  would  conceal  this  truth  as  dang 
which  it  hath  pleafed  God  diftinttly  to  reveal.  It 
root  which  produceth  the  plant ;  but  it  is  the  plant 
difcovers  the  root.  It  is  the  fountain  which  produce 
ftreams  ;  but  the  ftreams  lead  us  to  the  fountain, 
not  the  finner  who  by  faith  has  laid  hold  on  a  en 
Saviour,  and  given  credit  to  the  word  of  God  in  a  p 
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ed  gofpel,  confider,  with  admiration,  his  name  "written  in 
the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  slain  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world?  What  deligirt  will  it  give  him!  What  ho- 
nor does  it  refleft  upon  him,  at  the  fame  time  that  it  de- 
ftro/s  the  very  foundation  of  arrogance  and  pride  ?  This 
is  me  firlt,  and  yet  it  is  but  one  of  many  parts  of  the  doc- 
trine 0."  falvation,  which  at  once  exalts  and  abafes  us; 
mites  our  hopes,  and  forbids  us  to  glory  ;  clothes  us  with 
infinite  honor,  and  yet  difcovers  us  to  be  lefs  than  nothing  r 
fo  that  we  may  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  after  a  view  of 
the  fame  fubjedt,  Rom.  xi.  33,  "  O  the  depth  of  the  riches 
44  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  un- 
44  fearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  pad  finding 
14  Out  !**     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

2.  That  the  love  of  Chrift  is  free  and  untnerited  love. 
This  is  a  circumilance  that  is  fcarcely  ever  feparated  from 
the  account  given  of  the  love  of  Chrift  in  fcripture.  It 
may  be  founded  even  on  the  infinite  difproportion  be- 
tween uncreated  excellence  and  created  weaknefs  :  Pfal. 
Viy.  4.  "  What  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and 
11  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  vifiteft  him  ?"  Pfal.  cxliv.  3. 
44  Lord,  what  is  man,  that  thou  takeft  knowledge  of  him  I 
14  or  the  fon  of  man,  that  thou  makeft  account  of  him  ?" 
Nay,  as  if  this  were  a  truth  of  the  utmoft  moment,  we  have 
it  repeated  a  third  time  in  aim  oft  the  fame  words ;  Job 
vii.  17.  "  What  is  man  that  thou  (houldft  magnify  him  ? 
14  and  that  thou  fhouldft  fet  thine  heart  upon  him  ?"  But 
this  is  not  all,  nor  indeed  the  main  thing  to  be  attended  to ; 
for  the  love  of  Chrift  hath  for  its  objeft  thofe  who  were  in 
a&ual  rebellion  againft  Go  J,  tranfgreffors  of  his  holy  law, 
and  liable  to  the  ftroke  of  his  juftice.  It  was  not  only  to 
exalt  thofe  who  were  low,  or  to  fupply  thofe  who  were 
needy,  that  Chrift  came,  but  to  deliver  thofe  who  were 
appointed  to  death :  John  iii.  16.  "  God  fo  loved  the 
u  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofo- 
44  ever  believeth  on  him,  (hould  not  periih,  but  have  ever- 
"  lafting  life."  Rom.  v.  8.  "  But  God  commendeth  his 
"  love  towards  us,  in  that  while  we  were  yet  finners,  Chrift 
u  died  for  us."  Eph.  ii.  4,  5.  "  But  God  who  is  rich  in 
11  mercy,  for  his  great  love  wherewith  he  loved  us,  even 
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(c  when  we  were  dead  in  fins,  hath  quickened  us  together 
••  with  Chrift,  (by  grace  ye  are  faved.)"     The  fame  thing 
indeed  is  clearly  intimated  in  The  words  of  our  text,  Urilo 
him  that  loved  //£ ,  and  washed  tisfrovi  our  sins  in  bis  own 
blood.     It  is  on  this  account,  in  particular,  that  falvation, 
according  to  the  gofpel,  is  faid  to  be  free,  and  of  grace, 
that  is  to  fay,  an  aft  of  unmerited  and  voluntary  kindnefs, 
which  the  fmner  had  no  title  to  demand  :  Rom.  iii.  23, 
^4,  23.  "  For  all  have  finned,  and  come  fhort  of  the 
u  gl°ry  of  God ;    being  juftified  freely   by    his   grace, 
"  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift :  whom 
"  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  through  faith  in 
"  his  blood,  to  declare  his  righteoufneis  for  the  remiffion 
u  of  fins  that  are  paft,  through  the  forbearance  of  God." 

Believe  it,  Chrillians,  this  is  the   proper  exercife  of 
mercy;  and  here  the  divine  mercy  fliines  and  reigns. 
Without  this,  it  is  not  obfeured  only,  but  annihilated  or 
deflroyed.     But,  oh  !  what  a  view  does  this  give  us  of  the 
love  of  Chrift !  What  an  impreflion  will  his  love  make 
on  all  thofe  who  are  truly  convinced  of  their  guilt  and 
wretchednefs !  This  is  the  very  hinge  upon  which  the 
whole  dodlrine  of  falvation  turns.     I  hope  you  are  not 
difpofed  to  make  any  oppofition  to  it.     But  alas  !  it  is  not 
fufficient  to  have  learned  it  as  a  fcience,  to  have  been 
taught  it  as  making  a  part  of  the  Chriftian  faith  ;  it  is  ano- 
ther matter  to  have  a  real  and  perfonal  convi&ion  of  it 
upon  the  heart.     Why  is  the  love  of  Chrift  fo  cold  a  fub- 
ject  to  the  generality  of  the  world,  but  becaufe  they  have 
no  fenfe  of  their  guilt  and  mifery  ?  I  am  even  afraid,  that 
many  of  the  zealous  advocates  for  this  truth  have  but  lit- 
tle experience  of  its  power,  and  live  but  little  under  the 
influence  of  it  in  their  practice.     Where,  indeed,  is  the 
perfon  to  be  found,  who  does  full  juftice  to  the  Saviour, 
and  confulers  his  love  as  wholly  unmerited  and  free  :  The 
molt  evangelical  expreffions  do  often  confift  with  the  mod 
legal  and  felf-righteous  affections.     Let  me  try,  however, 
before  I  leave  this  particular,  if  I  can  make  you  underftand 
it,  even  though  you  fliould  not  feel  it.     Suppofe  any  of 
you  were  upon  the  mod  deliberate  and  compoled  reflection, 
tfpon  the  moll  particular  and  clofe  examination,  fenfible 
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you  juftly  deferred  to  he  baniflied  from  the  divine 
:nce,  aiul  cad  into  everlalting  fire ;  and  that  your 
*A  Saviour,  when  there  was  no  other  way  to  prevent 
d  fave  you  by  the  facrifice  of  hiinfelf;  tell  me,  what 
d  you  not  owe  to  him  ?  what  words  would  you  find 
;prefs  your  love  to  him,  or  your  fenfe  of  his  love  to 
?  There  have  been  fome  convinced  finners  fo  rivet- 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  to  this  circumftance,  that  they 
i  find  little  other  way  of  meafuring  the  love  of  Chrift, 
iy  looking  into  themfelves ;  and  to  whom,  indeed,  it 
>een  enough  to  illuftrate  the  greatnefs  of  his  mercy 
they  were  not  confumed.     To  this  add, 

The  love  of  Chrift  is  unsolicited  love.  It  took  its 
not  from  thofe  who  flood  in  need  of  it,  but  from  him 
bellowed  it.  It  was  not  the  effedt  of  our  earneft  im- 
mity,  but  of  his  own  infinite  mercy.  This  is  a  cir- 
lance  which  we  ought  by  no  means  to  omit,  as  we 
it  particularly  taken  notice  of  in  Scripture  :  i  John 
d.  u  Herein  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that 
loved  us,  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  the  propitiation  for 
•  fins  ;M  and  in  the  fame  chapter,  verfe  19,  "  We 
e  him  becaufe  he  firit  loved  us.M     It  is  natural  to  ex- 

that  thofe  who  are  in  mifery  (hould  implore  the  al- 
ee of  thofe  who  are  able  to  relieve  them,  or  that  thofe 
have  been  in  the  offence  fliould  humble  themfelves 
e  thofe  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  punifh,  or  to 
/e  them.  But  it  was  quite  otherwife  here.  The  love 
rift  difcovercd  itfelf,  when  we  were  in  open  rebellion 
ill  him  ;  or  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle  Paul,  Rom. 
>.  "  While  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to 
d  bv  the  death  of  his  Son." 

lis  affords  us  at  once  an  illuflration  of  the  love  of 
\j  and  a  moving  pifture  of  our  own  deplorable  and 
7  ftate.  There  is  fomething  infinitely  more  noble 
jenerous  in  extending  mercy  to  the  miferable,  with- 
raiting  for  their  requefl,  than  when  it  is  hardly  pro- 
I,  or  as  it  were  extorted,  by  importunity  and  fbliclta- 
And  does  it  not  prefent  us  with  a  melancholy 
»eft  of  our  natural  ftate,  that  we  are  not  only  umvor- 
0  receive,  but  unwilling  to  aflc  for  mercy  ?  4  defirej 
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my  brethren,  that  you  may  not  confider  this  as  only  re- 
lating to  mankind  in  general,  and  the  voluntary  purpofc 
of  grace  and  mercy  from  above  in  their  favor,  but  as  what 
makes  a  part  of  the  experience  of  every  particular  coo* 
vert.  As  the  offer  of  mercy  is  made  to  him  freely,  fobc 
will  and  mud  be  fenfiblc  how  cold  and  unthankful  a  re- 
ception he  hath  often  given  to  the  propofal.  He  will  be 
fallible  what  refi (lance  he  hath  often  made  to  the  defign  of 
the  gofpel ;  what  exception  he  hath  taken  at  the  terms  of 
it;  and  with  how  much  difficulty  he  was  at  lafl  induced 
to  comply  with  it.  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  few  circura- 
ftances  in  the  love  of  Chrifl  that  are  more  affe&ing  to  a 
believer,  than  to  remember  his  own  obllinacy,  when  a 
iinner,  and  his  backwardnefs  to  accept  of  the  invitations  of 
the  Saviour.  After  he  hath  relied  his  hope  on  the  divine 
mercy,  after  he  hath  been  made  willing  in  a  day  of  divine 
power,  and  hath  obtained  fome  comfortable  evidence  of 
the  divine  favor,  how  does  he  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  his 
former  refiflance  !  how  does  he  wonder  at  the  patience  of 
God,  and  adore  that  vi&orious  love,  which  flormed  his 
heart,  as  well  as  paid  the  price  of  his  redemption  ! 

We  find  this  particularly  the  cafe  with  thole  who  ha- 
ving been  for  a  ieafon  remarkably  profligate,  are  laved  as 
brands  from  the  burning.  They  cannot  help  recolleft- 
ing  their  former  condition,  their  profane  madnefs;  and 
wondering,  with  a  mixture  of  gratitude  and  fear,  that 
they  were  not  cut  off  in  their  wickednefs,  and  nude  mo- 
numents of  divine  vengeance.  Far  from  defiring  a  (hare 
in  the  love  of  Chrift,  they  were  perhaps  doing  their  utmoft 
in  contempt  of  his  name,  and  in  oppofition  to  his  intercft. 
Yet,  Rom.  x.  20,  "  was  he  found  of  them  that  fought  him 

not,  and  made  maniftil  to  them  that  afked  not  after 

him :"  they  were  powerfully  though  fweetly  conftrain- 
ed  to  return  to  God  rhrough  him. 

4.  The  love  of  Chrift  is  a  distinguishing  love,  which 
muft  necelfarily  and  greatly  enhance  the  obligation  of 
thofe  who  are  the  objedls  of  it.  When  one  perfon  is  paff- 
ed  by,  and  another  is  chofen,  either  to  be  delivered  from 
impending  danger,  or  to  be  made  partaker  of  extraordina^ 
ry  bleflings,  the  lofs  or  fuffering  of  the  one,  fecms  to  fct 
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ff the  ftiperior  happinefs  of.  c-  :>c  f-vcr  b=f::~  ed  'jpcn 
he  other.    Toapp'y  tills  :o  :.:r  "^bj-ii  *"r  s-:r  n:  t  -j;  jh, 
here  is  a  double  distinction  pc":::".-:i  c  _:  in  icr.p:ure  ;  cr,e 
four  nature,  in  oppofiii  en  :^  :r.s  :J.tn  znr^s;  ar.i  ±e 
ther,  of  particular  pcr;"bn=.  :-s  /.e  vefV.s  of  irr:rcy. 
(1.)     There  is  an  trv'iim:  •i-fiisifr'-Jii  brv.vetn  our  na- 
Jreand  that  of  the  fJkri  iritis  :  K^3-  ii-  i5.  c'  For  ve- 
rily he  took  not  on  hini  i.  e  nature  of  ante's;  he  took 
on  him  the  ft::;!  c:  Abr?.:.„.'.i"     i  Per.  ii.  4.    ••  Gcxi 
fpared  not  the  an^eis  :h-t  f:nr.e^,bu:  caft  them  down  to 
hell,  and  delivered  t.Trm  iri-n  chains  cf  darknefs,  to  be 
refer  ved  unto  ji*d?rntr.t.v     I  am  fcr.fible,  that  upon  this 
ibjeft  we  may  be  fenutimes  in  c^r*:er  cf  speaking  with 
Tipropriety,  efpeciaHy  if  we  pretend  to  affi^n  the  rea- 
ms of  God's  procedure,  any  further  than  he  hath  been 
•leafed  himfclf  explicitly  to  reveal  them.     There  can  be 
to  doubt  that  the  Lord  of  all,  God  infinitely  wife,  had  the 
ell  rcafons  for  his  conduct,  the  moft  noble  and  excellent 
mrpofes  in  view  in  every  thing  that  he  ordained  ;  but 
hey  are  not  difcovered  to  us,  and  perhaps  they  are  above 
»ur  comprehenfion.     The  fingle  point  we  are  called  to 
attend  to,  is  the  ditlinclion,  infinitely  gracious,  which  is 
nade  in  our  favor.   A  Saviour  is  provided  for  us,  a  mercy 
nfinite  in  itfclf,  and  the  more  highly  to  be  prized,  that 
Jude,  vtvk  6)  the  angels,  our  fellow-creatures,  "  who 
kept  not  their  firll  eltate,  but  left  their  own  habitation, 
he  hath  referved  in  everlafting  chains  under  darknefs, 
unto  the  judgment  of  the  great  day."     If  we  fhould  at- 
impt  a  coinparifon  between  ourfelves  and  thefe  fpirits  of 
igher  order,  we  could  find  no  ground  of  preference  in  our 
ivn  favor;  perhaps  we   fhould  find  many  things  that 
light  feem  to  operate  a  contrary  way  ;  but  it  is  faieft,  in 
imility  and  gratitude  to  fay  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  o:v. 
"  Our  God  is  in  the  heavens,  he  hath  done  whatfoevcr 

he  plcafed." 

(2.)  But  this  is  not  all ;  there  is  alfo  a  diftinftion  of 
irticular  perfonsas  the  veffcls  of  11  ercy.  Since  I  am  in- 
oducing  this  fubjstt,  to  prevent  miftakes,  I  mufl  obfervc, 
tat  every  linner  of  the  race  of  Adam  who  (hall  pcrith 
ernally,  ihall  alfo  perifli  moil  ju% ;  his  blood  fliall  lie 
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at  his  own  door,  and  he  (hall  be  found  guilty  of  reje&ing 
the  counfel  of  God  againft  himfelf.  At  the  fame  time,  ill 
who  are  effe&ually  brought  to  the  faving  knowledge  of 
God  through  Chrtft,  fliall  be  obliged  to  confefs,  that  tbey 
were  brought  in  by  almighty  power,  or,  in  the  language 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  1  Pet.  i.  2.  that  they  are  u  ele&accor- 
"  ding  to  the  foreknowledge  of  God  the  Father,  through 
"  falsification  of  the  Spirit  unto  obedience,  and  fprink- 
"  ling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift." 

On  this,  as  on  the  former  branch  of  this  head,  it  maybe 
obferved,  that  we  mull  not  prefume  to  penetrate  into  the 
unfearchable  depth  of  the  divine  counfels ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  it  mud  be  remembered,  that  we  are  not  permitted, 
and  cannot  pretend,  to  find  the  reafons  of  preference  in 
ourfelves ;  for  no  flefh  may  glory  in  his  prefence-     God 
in  many  paflages  aflerts  his  own  fovereignty  and  perfefl 
liberty  in  the  diflribution  of  his  grace :  Rom.  ix.  15, rf- 
u  For  he  faith  to  Mofes,  I  will  have  mercy  on  whom  1 
will  have  mercy,  and  I  will  have  companion  on  whom  I 
will  have  companion.     So  then  it  is  not  of  him  that 
"  willeth,  nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  fliew- 
"  eth  mercy,"     And  again,  in  the  18th  verfc,  "  Tberc- 
"  fore  hath  he  mercy  on  whom  he  will  have  mercy,  and 
ic  whom  he  will  he  hardeneth."     Nothing  can  be  harder, 
indeed,  than  for  the  proud  and  carnal  mind  to  bow  before 
the  fovereignty  of  God ;  yet  nothing  is  more  evident,  than 
that  the  deftination  of  the  veflels  of  mercy  doth  not  proceed 
upontheordinary  grounds  of  human  eflimation.  Nay,  there 
feems  to  be  an  exprefs  defign  to  flain  the  pride  of  all  hu- 
man glory  :   1  Cor.  i.  26,  27.    "  For  you  fee  your  calling 
brethren,  how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flefh, 
not  many  mighty,  not  many  noble  are  called.  But  God 
"  hath  chofen  the  foolifh  things  of  the  world,  to  confound 
"  the  wife  ;  and  God  hath  chofen  the  weak  things  of  the 
"  world,  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty."   Ex- 
perience daily  illuftrates  this  ;    for  while  we  fee  forae 
brought  to  an  entire  fubmiflion  to  the  gofpel,  and  an  obe- 
dient conformity  to  the  will  of  God,  we  fee  many  of  equal, 
or  of  greater  rank,  of  equal  or  of  greater  ability  and  en- 
dowments of  mind,  and  favored  with  equal  or  fuperior  ad- 
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vantages  and  opportunities  of  inftru&ion,  who  yet  con- 
tinue to  bear  the  marks  of  reprobation.  The  fame  mercies 
difpofe  one  to  thankfulnefs,  and  infpire  another  with  pride. 
The  fame  trials  will  foften  one  heart,  and  harden  another. 
All  this  our  Redeemer  makes  the  fubjedt  of  a  folemn 
thankfgiving  to  God,  Luke  x.  21.  "In  that  hour  Jefus 
11  rejoiced  in  fpirit,  and  faid,  I  thank  thee,  O  Father,  Lord 
u  of  heaven  and  earth, 'that  thou  haft  hid  thefe  things  from 
14  the  wife  and  prudent,  and  haft  revealed  them  unto  babes: 
41  even  fo,  Father,  for  fo  it  feemed  good  in  thy  fight,"  Who 
that  believes,  in  this  aflembly,  will  prefume  to  take  the 
leaft  part  of  the  honor  of  it  to  himfelf,  or  will  refufe  to 
adore  the  diftinguiftiing  love  of  God  ?  And  how  often  muft 
thofe  who  bare  the  meflage  of  peace  be  obliged  to  feek  the 
caufe  of  an  unfuccefsful  gofpel  in  the  counfels  of  the  Mod 
High  ?  2  Cor.  iv.  3.  "  But  if  our  gofpel  be  hid,  it  is  hid 
u  to  them  that  are  loft ;  in  whom  the  god  of  this  world 
"  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them  which  believe  not,  left 
41  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  im« 
u  age  of  God,  fhould  fhine  unto  them." 

5.  The  love  of  Chrift  was  an  expensive  love.  So  great 
a  deliverance  would  have  called  for  the  moft  humble  and 
thankful  acknowledgment,  though  it  had  been  as  much 
without  price  to  the  Saviour  as  to  the  finner.     But  oh  ! 
my  brethren,  how  far  was  it  otherwife !  and  what  fhall 
we  think  or  fay  of  the  love  of  Chrift,  when  we  confider 
how  much  it  coft  him  to  procure  falvation  for  us !  when 
we  confider  the  depth  of  his  humiliation,  the  variety,  the 
continuance,  and  the  greatnefs  of  his  fufferings  !  You  can- 
not but  be  fenfible  how  frequent  mention  is  made  of  this 
in  fcripture,  or  rather  how  feldom  it  is  omitted  when  the 
love  of  Chrift  is  introduced  at  all.     It  is  the  circumftance 
particularly  pointed  at  in  the  text,  Unto  him  that  loved  us^ 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  bis  own  blood.     The. 
fame  thing  appears  from  the  other  doxologies,  or  a£ts  of 
worfliip  to  the  Saviour,  which  are  contained  in  this  book,, 
as  Rev.  v.  9.  "  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying,  Thou 
"  art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  there- 
"  of;  for  thou  waft  ftain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God 
w  by  thy  Wood,"    It  appears  alio,  from  the  frequent  men- 
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.tion  of  the  crofs  of  Ghrift,  on  which  his  fufferings  were 
completed.  Nay,  of  fo  much  moment  was  this,  that  it 
feems  to  have  made  the  fum  of  the  gofpel,  as  preached 
by  the  apoftles  ;  i  Cor.  ii.  2.  u  For  I  determined  not  to 
"  know  any  thing  among  you,  fave  Jefus  Chrift,  and  him 
u  crucified." 

The  fufferings  of  Chrift,  then,  ought  to  be  ever  prefent 
to  the  mind  of  the  believer.  The  neceffity  and  impor- 
tance of  this  is  plain  from  both  the  feals  of  the  covenant 
of  grace.  The  water  in  baptifm  reprefents  the  blood  of 
Chrill ;  and  we  are  told,  Rom.  vi.  3.  '«  Know  ye  not, 
"  that  fo  many  of  us  as  were  baptized  into  Jcfus  Chrift, 
"  were  baptized  into  his  death."  The  inllitution  ofthe 
Lord's  fuppcr  alfo  had  the  remembrance  of  Chrili's  fuf- 
ferings, as  its  diretf  and  immediate  intention  ;  1  Cor.  si. 
24i  25,  26.  "  And  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake 
44  it,  and  laid,  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body,  which  is  bro- 
14  ken  for  'ou  :  this  do  in  remembrance  ot  me.  After  the 
"  fame  manner  alfo  he  took  the  cup,  when  he  had  flipped, 
u  faying,  This  cup  is  the  new  teftament  in  my  blood: 
11  this  do  ye,  as  oft  as  ye  drink  it,  in  remembrance  of  me. 
44  For  as  often  as  ye  cat  this  bread,  a:;d  drink  this  cup, 
44  ye  do  fluw  the  Lord's  death  till  he  come."'  Remember, 
then,  Ghriftians,  how  he  left  the  throne  of  his  ^lory,  and 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervent.  Remember  him 
del  pi  fed  and  rejected  of  men,  a  man  of  fonows,  and  ac- 
quainted with  grief.  His  life,  indeed,  \v;isone  continued 
fcene  of  forrow,  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave, 

I  hope  the  particulars  of  his  fufferings  are  not  ft  rangers 
to  your  meditations  :  may  the  Lord  enable  you  to  con- 
template them  with  faith  and  love.  Remember  his  agony 
in  the  garden,  when  he  fuffered  from  his  Father's  hand: 
For  "  it  pleafed  the  Lord  to  bruife  him,  and  to  put  him  to 
44  grief."  Think,  O  Chriftian,  what  it  was  to  redeem  a 
loft  world,  when  you  hear  him  faying,  as  in  John  xii.  27. 
44  Now  is  my  foul  troubled  ;  and  what  fhall  I  fay  r  Fa- 
44  ther,  fave  me  from  this  hour ;  but  for  this  caufe  came 
44  1  unto  this  hour."  Remember  him  feized  by  the  treach- 
ery of  one  of  his  own  difciples  ;  ace u fed  and  arraigned  as 
a  felon ;  dragged  to  the  tribunal  of  an  unrighteous  judge; 
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with  a  purple  robe,  and  crowned  with  thorns  in 
\  of  his  kingly  office;  feverely  fcourged;  blind- 
buffeted,  and  ipit  upon ;  and  the  whole,  indeed,  fo 
ted  by  the  righteous  permiifion  and  unfeen  direc- 
divine  Providence,  that  hardly  any  expreifion,  ei- 
cruelty  or  contumely,  was  omitted.  Ceafe  to  won- 
y  dear  friends,  that  profane  wretches  deride  the 
f  his  fufferings,  when  you  remember  that  the  blind- 
>le  attending  the  important  trial  were  permitted  to 
iim,  faying,  u  Prophefy  umo  us,  thou  Chrift,  who 

that  fmote  thee." 

lember  him  going  forth  without  the  camp,  bearing 
roach.  Remember  that  fpotlefs  viftim,  the  Lamb 
,  (iretched  upon  a  crofs,  and  nailed  to  the  ace ur fed 
bile  he  fuffered  all  that  the  extremity  of  bodily  pain, 
;  molt  unutterable  anguifh  of  fpirit,  could  poflibly 
upon  an  innocent  creature.  No  wonder  that  the 
id  fhake,  that  the  rocks  were  rent,  and  the  natural 
ufed  to  give  his  light,  when  the  Sun  of  Righteouf- 
as  under  fo  great  an  eclipfe.  Did  the  Saviour  then 
;ly  fubmit  to  all  this  pain  and  ignominy  for  our 

Was  not  this  the  molt  expenfive  love ;  and  can 
jfe  to  fay  with  the  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft, 
.12.  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  re- 
:  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
r,  and  glory,  and  bleffing  ?" 
Hie  love  of  Chrift  was  the  moft  generous  and  disin- 
l  love.  The  fuppofition  or  fufpicion  of  any  inter- 
icws  in  what  one  perfon  does  for  another,  nay,  even 
fTibility  of  his  ferving  any  purpofe  of  his  own  at  the 
ime,  greatly  abates  the  value  of  any  favor,  and  lef- 
e  fenfe  of  obligation.  But  nothing  of  this  kind  can 
mch  as  imagined  here.  It  was  giving  to  thofe  from 
he  could  receive  nothing,  and  emptying  himfelf  of 
3ry  to  which  the  whole  creation  could  not  make  any 
n.  The  truth  is,  we  ought  to  confider  in  the  fame 
very  other  mercy  of  God,  as  well  as  the  love  of 
his  Son,  which  was  the  fource  of  them  all ;  Job 
,  3,  4.  u  Can  a  man  be  profitable  unto  God,  as  he 
is  wife  may  be  profitable  unto  himfelf?  Is  it  any 
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"  pleafure  to  the  Almighty,  that  thou  art  righteous  ?  oris 
"  it  gain  to  him,  that  thou  makeft  thy  ways  perfed? 
**  Will  he  reprove  thee  for  fear  of  thee  ?  will  he  enter  with 
41  thee  into  judgment  1"  And  to  the  fame  purpofe,  Job 
xxxv.  5, 6,  7,  8.  "  Look  unto  the  heavens,  and  fee,  and 
44  behold  the  clouds,  which  are  higher  than  thou.  If  thou 
44  finned,  what  dolt  thou  againft  him  ?  or  if  thy  tranfgrefc 
"  fions  be  multiplied,  what  doil  thou  unto  him?  If  thou 
if  be  righteous,  what  givefl:  thou  him  ?  or  what  receiveth 
44  he  of  thine  hand  ?  Thy  wickednefs  may  hurt  a  man  1$ 
%1  thou  art,  and  thy  righteoufnefs  may  profit  the  fon  of 
41  man."  The  efTential  glory  and  happinefs  of  the  Deity, 
and  confequently  of  the  Eternal  Word,  can  receive  no 
addition,  nor  fuffer  the  fmalleft  diminution,  from  the  ftate 
of  any,  or  of  all  his  creatures.  He  was  infinitely  happy  in 
himfelf  from  all  eternity,  before  there  was  man  or  angel 
to  ferve  him,  and  would  have  continued  fo  though  they  had 
never  been.  How  infinitely  then  are  we  indebted  to  this 
generous  Saviour  !  with  what  gratitude  ought  we  to  cele- 
brate his  pure  and  difinterefted  love,  who  gracioufly  inter- 
pofed  in  our  behalf,  and  delivered  us  from  the  wrath  of 
God,  by  bearing  it  in  our  room  ! 

7.  In  the  laft  place,  the  love  of  Chrifl  was  a  moft/ru/7- 
ful,  active,  and  beneficent  love.  The  effe&s  of  it  are  un- 
fpeakably  great ;  the  bleflings  which  we  reap  from  it  are 
not  only  infinite  in  number,  but  ineftimable  in  value. 
They  are  indeed  almoft  as  valuable  as  their  price  was 
coftly.  It  was  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  fo  great  a  perfon 
would  be  employed  upon  a  trivial  work,  or  an  infinite 
price  paid  for  an  inconfiderable  purchafe.  But  how,  my 
brethren,  {hall  we  form  any  adequate  conception  of  the 
benefits  that  flow  from  our  Redeemer's  death  ?  All  that  is 
necefiary  for  us,  all  that  is  defirable  to  us,  all  that  is  tru- 
ly precious  in  itfelf,  is  effectually  made  ours  :  Rom.  viii. 
32.  "  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
*4  up  for  us  all,  how  (hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give 
16  us  all  things?"  1  Cor.  i.  30.  u  But  of  him  are  ye  in 
44  Chrift  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and 
4*  righteoufnefs,  and  fan&lfication,  and  redemption."    • 
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(1.)  We  are  through  Chrift  delivered  from  condemna- 
tion: Rom.  viii.  1.  "There  is  therefore  now  no  con- 
u  demnation  to  them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus,  who  walk 
tt  not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit,"  Do  you  know 
any  thing  of  a  fenfe  of  guilt  ?  Does  your  Creator's  power 
and  greatnefs  ever  make  you  afraid  ?  Have  you  trembled 
it  the  approach  of  the  king  of  terrors  ?  Or  of  that  day  of 
righteous  judgment,  when  God  (hall  render  to  every  man 
according  to  his  works  ?  Chrift  our  Saviour  hath  delivered 
us*4 from  the  wrath  to  come."  This  is  the  firft  ground 
of  the  apoftle's  afcription  in  the  text :  Unto  him  that 
lonedus,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood. 
Hear  alfo  the  apoftle's  triumphant  afiurance,  Rom.  viii. 
33»  34*  "  Who  fliall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's 
u  deft  ?  It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  con- 
14  demneth  ?  It  is  Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen 
"  again,  who  is  even  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo 
51  maketh  interceffion  for  us." 

(2.)  Through  Chrift  the  believer  is  aflured,  that  he 
ball  receive  every  thing  that  is  neceflary  for  him  in  his 
feflage  through  the  world.  The  Spirit  is  purchafed  and 
teftowed  to  lead  him  into  all  truth,  and  to  fanctify  him 
wholly.  Chrift  did  not  ilitisfy  himfelf  with  cancelling  our 
pilt,  but  made  effefitual  provifion  for  the  renovation  of 
«r  nature.  The  Spirit  is  alfo  given  as  a  fpirit  of  confo- 
ition.  He  is  ftyled  the  Comforter >  who  fhall  abide  with 
*s  forever.  Without  enlarging  at  this  time  on  the  com- 
3rts  of  the  gofpel,  they  are  fufficiently  commended  in  the 
blowing  words  of  the  apoftle,  Phil.  iv.  7.  4<  And  the 
peace  of  God  which  pafleth  all  underftanding,  fliall  keep 
your  hearts  and  minds  through  Chrift  Jefus."  To  thefe 
jd  a  fanfitified  providence.  As  many  as  are  reconciled 
>  God  through  Chrift,  may  reft  fatisfied  that  all  things 
lall  work  together  for  their  good.  The  mod  oppofite 
rants,  profperity  and  advcrfity,  health  and  ficknefs,  ho- 
or  and  reproach,  nay,  every  thing  without  exception, 
lall  be  fubfervient  to  their  intereft :  1  Cor.  iii.  21,  22,  23. 
For  all  things  are  yours  ;  whether  Paul  or  Apollos,  or 
£ephas,  or  the  world,  or  life,  or  death,  or  things  pre- 
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fent,   or  things  to  come,  all  are  yours ;    and  ye  arc 

Chrift's;  and  Chrift  is  God's." 

(3.)  Through  Ghrilt  the  believer  is  entitled  to  everlaft. 
ing  glory  and  happinefs,  in  the  enjoyment  of  God  to  all 
eternity.  Tiiis  was  among  the  lalt  things  he  told  hisdif- 
ciples  before  he  left  the  world  :  John  xiv.  2,  3.  "In  my 
4i  Father's  houfe  are  many  manfions  ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I 
44  would  have  told  you :  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you. 
44  And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come 

again,  and  receive  you  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am, 

there  ye  may  be  alfo."     You  are  this  day   to  comme- 
morate your  Redeemer,  who  died  once  upon  a  crofs,  but 
who  has  now  been  many  ages  upon  a  throne :  Rev.  i.  18. 
"  1  am  he  that  liveth,  and  was  dead;  and  behold,  I  am 
44  alive  for  ever  more,  Amen  ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell 
44  and  death."     He  is  able  to  make  his  faithful  difcipks 
more  than  conquerors  over  all  their  fpiritual  enemies;  or, 
i;s  it  is  expreflcd  in  the  paflage  where  the  text  lies,  he  will 
make  them  kings  and  priests  to  God  and  his  Father.    In 
the  paflage  immediately    preceding  the  text,   he  is  called 
the  firft  begotten  from  the  dead  ;   and  el fe where  we  are 
told,  that  the  order  of  the  refurrection  is,  u  Chrili  the  firft 
Ci  fruits,  and  afterwards  they  that  r.rc   ChrUi's  at  his  CO- 
44  ming."     It  Ih all  both  iinifh  and  illuflrate  his  love  when 
he  {hall  raife  them  that  lleep  in  the  dull  ;   when  he  u  fliall 
fct  change  their  vile  bodies,  that  they  may  be  faihioned  like 
"■  unto  his  own  glonous  body,   according  to  the  working 
%t  whereby  he  is  able  to  fubdue  all  things  unto  himfell." 
At  prcient,  how  imperfect  are  our  difcoveries  ?   how  weak 
and    feeble  our  conceptions  ?     how  cold  and  languid  our 
affections  !     Now  we  "  fee  through  a  glafs   darkly,  but 
"  then  lace  to  lace."     O  how  joyful  to  every  believer  the 
deliverance  from  a  flate  of  fuflering,  temptation  and  fin, 
and  the  poileflion  of  perfect  holinefs  and  unchangeable 
happinefs !     And  O  how  great  the  oppofition  of  the  future 
to  the  prefent  Hate  !     No  more  ftruggling  with  the  evils 
of  life :   No  more  perplexity  or  anxious  care  for  food  and 
raiment  ;   no  more  diltrefs  from  ficknt-fs  or  pain  ;   no  pri- 
fons  nor  oppreiTbrs  there  ;  no  liars   nor  flanderers  theie ; 
no  complaints  of  an  evil  heart  there,  but  the  moll  perfeS 
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ecurity  of  Rate,  and  mod  unremitted  vigor  of  affeftion. 
iow  (hall  the  ranfomed  of  the  Lord  then  fing  their  Re- 
leemer's  praife !  Rev.  i.  5,  6.  u  Unto  him  that  loved  us, 
1  and  walhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath 
1  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  God  and  his  father ; 
4  to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  even 
1  Amen." 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  practical  improve* 
nent  of  what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

1.  Let  me  intreat  every  perfon  in  this  houfe  to  make 
he  following  obvious  reflettion  :  If  fo  great  are  the  obli- 
gations of  believers  to  the  love  of  Chrift,  how  dreadful 
nuft  be  the  condition  of  thofe  who  die  in  their  fins  !  The 
tne  of  thefe  explains  and  illuftrates  the  other.  The  be- 
iever  can  owe  but  little,  if  the  deliverance  is  not  great. 

have  been  lately  fpeaking  of  the  happinefs  of  the  eleft  of 
jod,  in  being  freed  from  the  miferies  of  the  prefent  ftate ; 
nit,  oh !  unhappy  they  who  fhall  depart  from  this  life 
tnreconciled  to  God :  u  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  hath 
1  everlafting  life ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son,  {hall 
•  not  fee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him." — 
Vhen  the  heirs  of  glory  <c  fit  down  with  Abraham,  Ifaac, 

and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father,"  the  unbc- 
eving  and  impenitent  fhall  be  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire, 

where  the  fmoke  of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  for  ever 

and  ever."  I  defirc  to  put  you  in  mind  of  this,  under 
le  impreffion  of  this  important  truth,  That  nothing  but 
re  fovereign  grace  of  God  can  make  the  warning  effec- 
tal ;  and  therefore  befeeching  him  to  accompany  it  with 
le  powerful  operation  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  At  the  fame 
me,  I  afliire  you,  that  if  you  rejeft  the  counfel  of  God 
rainft  yonrfelves,  your  blood  fhall  be  upon  your  own 
rads.  Do  not  pretend  to  fay,  "  If  it  depends  upon  elec- 
tion, and  almighty  grace  is  neceffary,  all  our  endeavors 
will  be  vain/'  Secret  things  belong  only  to  God.  His 
lrpofe  is  not  more  unchangeable  than  his  promife  is 
ithftil.  Nay,  though  you  may  not  be  able  to  fee  it,  nor 
to  explain  it,  they  are  perfectly  confident  the  one  with 
c  other.     He  will  be^f  wben  be  speaketby  and  char 
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when  he  judge tb  ;  and  therefore  give  heed  to  the  exhorta- 
tion, not  in  my  words,  but  in  the  words  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  Phil.  ii.  12,  13.  "  Work  out  your  own  falvation 
with  fear  and  trembling.  For  it  is  God  which  woitelh 
in  you,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure." 
Know,  I  befeech  you,  your  own  mercy.  The  neceffi- 
ty  is  urgent,  and  the  time  is  uncertain.  With  what  pro- 
priety may  the  words  of  the  apoille  beaddrefTed  to  every 
perion  in  every  fituation,  and  in  every  age  !  2  Cor.  vi. 
1,  2.  "  We  then  as  workers  together  with  him,  befeech 
you  alfo,  that  ye  receive  not  the  grace  of  God  in  vain : 
for  he  faith,  I  have  heard  thee  in  a  time  accepted,  and 
"  in  the  day  of  falvation  have  I  fuccoured  thee :  behold, 
44  now  is  the  accepted  time  ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of 
44  falvation."  Happy  they  who  ftill  hear  the  joyful  found! 
Happy  the  finner  who  is  not  yet  gone  to  his  own  place ! 
Flee,  flee  to  your  ftrong  hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope.— 
Gonfider  the  aggravated  guilt  and  feven-fold  condemnati- 
on of  the  defpiiers  of  the  gofpel.  All  that  you  have  heard 
of  the  love  of  Chrift  ferves  to  fhew  the  danger  of  his  ene- 
mies. Read  the  words  immediately  following  the  afcrip- 
tion  of  which  the  text  is  a  part,  (ver.  7.)  "  Behold,  he 
"  cometh  with  clouds  ;  and  every  eye  fhall  fee  him,  and 
44  they  alfo  which  pierced  him  ;  and  all  kindreds  of  the 
44  earth  fhall  wail  becaufe  of  him."  Read  alfo  this  awful 
defcription,  Rev.  vi,  14,  15, 16,  17.  44  And  the  heavens 
44  departed  as  a  fcroll  when  it  is  rolled  together  ;  and  eve- 
14  ry  mountain  and  ifland  were  moved  out  of  their  places; 
and  the  kings  of  the  earth,  and  the  great  men,  and  the 
rich  men,  and  the  chief  captains,  and  the  mighty  men, 
44  and  every  bond- man,  and  every  free-man,  hid  them- 
4i  felves  in  the  dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains ; 
41  and  faid  to  the  mountains  and  rocks,  Fall  on  us,  and 
4C  hide  us  from  the  face  of  him  that  fitteth  on  the  throne, 
44  and  from  the  wrath  of  the  Lamb :  for  the  great  day  of 
44  his  wrath  is  come ;  and  who  fhall  be  able  to  (land  7* 
Mark  this  extraordinary  expreffion,  the  ivratb  of  the 
Lamb ,  that  meekeil  and  gentled  of  all  creatures ;  teach- 
ing us,  that  his  former  meeknefs,  and  patience,  and  fixf- 
fering,  fliall  inflame  and  exafperate  his  future  vengeance*- 
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ukl  I  condutt  you  to  the  gates  of  the  infernal  prifon,  I 
i  perfuaded  you  would  hear  Judas  Ifcariot,  and  all  other 
acherous  difciples,  crying  out,  4  O  that  Chrift  had  never 
ome  in  the  fle(h !  The  thunders  of  Sinai  would  have 
een  lefs  terrible.  The  frowns  of  Jefus  of  Nazareth  are 
nfupportable.  O  the  dreadful,  painful,  and  uncom- 
mon wrath  of  a  Saviour  on  the  judgment-feat !' — The 
rd  fpeak  confolation  to  his  own  people,  and  pierce  the 
irts  of  his  enemies,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  repen- 
ice. 

2.  You  may  learn  from  what  has  been  faid,  that  the 
at  and  leading  motive  to  obedience  under  the  gofpel,  is 
ieep  and  grateful  fenfe  of  redeeming  love.  This  runs 
ough  the  whole  writings  of  the  New  Teftament."  It 
ids  the  believer  to  his  duty ;  it  animates  him  to  dili- 
nce ;  it  fills  him  with  comfort :  2  Cor.  v.  14, 15.  u  For 
ihe  love  of  Chrift  conitraineth  us,  becaufe  we  thus  judge, 
hat  if  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead:  and  that  he 
iied  for  all,  that  they  which  live,  fliould  not  henceforth 
live  unto  themfelves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them, 
and  rofe  again."  Gal.  ii.  19,  20.  u  For  I  through  the 
law  am  dead  to  the  law,  that  I  might  live  unto  God.  I 
am  crucified  with  Chrift ;  neverthelefs  I  live  ;  yet  not 
[,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me ;  and  the  life  which  I  now 
live  in  the  flelh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God, 
arho  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  That  this 
>tive  will  have  the  mod  powerful  influence  on  the  be» 
ver's  conrtutt,  is  evident  both  from  reafon  and  cxperi- 
ce.  No  principle  takes  a  fader  hold  of  the  human  heart 
m  gratitude  for  favors  received.  If  the  mercies  be  cor- 
illy  accepted,  and  highly  efteemed,  which  is  certainly 
\  cafe  here,  nothing  can  withftand  its  influence.  It 
:onciles  the  heart  to  the  mod  difficult  duties ;  nay,  it 
»n  difpofes  the  believer  to  court  the  opportunity  of  ma- 
ig  fome  fignal  facrifice,  in  teftimony  of  his  attachment, 
ve  fincere  and  fervent  overcomes  all  difficulties ;  or 
her,  indeed,  it  changes  their  nature,  and  makes  labor 
J  fuffering  a  fource  of  delight  and  fatisfa&ion.  Let  but 
:  Saviour's  intereft  or  honor  feem  to  be  concerned,  and 
\  believer,  who  feels  how  much  he  is  indebted  to  him, 
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will  cheerfully  embrace  the  call,  and  fet  no  bounds  to  his 
compliance.  This  (hows  how  much  beauty  arid  force 
there  is  in  our  Lord's  manner  of  recommending  lovemd 
companion  to  our  fellow-creatures,  Matthew  xxv.  40. 
44  And  the  king  fhall  anfwer  and  fay  unto  them,  Verily  I 
44  fay  unto  you,  In  as  much  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one 
44  of  the  leaft  of  thefe  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto 
44  me,"  But  to  what  purpofe  do  I  dwell  upon  this  fub- 
jett  ?  for  a  fenfe  of  redeeming  love  is  not  only  the  ihoft 
powerful  motive  to  every  other  duty,  but  is  itfelf  the  pot 
feflion  and  exercife  of  the  firft  duty  of  the  moral  law,  is 
well  as  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  evangelical  bolinefs,  viz. 
the  love  of  God.  The  firft  fin,  by  which  our  nature  fell, 
was  a  diftruft  of,  and  departure  from  God ;  and  the  ma- 
lignity of  every  fin  we  continue  to  commit,  confifts  in 
giving  that  room  in  the  heart  to  fomething  elfe,  which  is. 
due  only  to  God.  A  fenfe  of  redeeming  love,  therefore, 
expels  the  enemy,  and  makes  up  the  breach,  as  thereby 
the  lave  of  God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts. 

3.  You  may  fee,  from  what  has  been  faid,  tbeneceffity 
of  a  particular  application  of  the  truths  of  the  gofpel  to 
ourfelves,  and  the  reliance  of  every  believer  upon  them 
as  the  foundation  of  his  own  hope.  I  have  fometimes  bad 
occafion  to  obferve  to  you,  that  it  is  very  doubtful,  whe- 
ther any  perfon  can  fo  much  as  approve  in  his  judgment 
the  truths  of  the  gofpel,  till  he  perceive  his  own  intereft 
in  them,  and  their  neceffity  to  his  peace.  Certain  it  is, 
the  world  that  lieth  in  wickednefs  generally  defpifes  them. 
However,  I  fhall  admit  as  a  thing  poffible,  that  a  bad  man 
may,  either  by  imitation,  or  the  power  of  outward  evi- 
dence, embrace  the  gofpel  as  a  fyflem  of  truth.  But  lure- 
ly  the  love  of  Chrift  can  neither  be  a  fource  of  comfort, 
nor  a  principle  of  obedience,  unlefs  he  confider  it  as  ter- 
minating upon  himfelf.  Without  this,  the  whole  is  gene- 
ral, cold,  and  uninterefting.  But  when  he  confiders,  not 
only  the  certainty  of  the  truth,  but  the  extent  of  the  invi- 
tation, and  can  fay,  with  Thomas,  My  Lordy  and  my 
God,  then  indeed  the  ties  are  laid  upon  him ;  then  indeed 
he  begins  to  feel  their  conftraining  power ; '  then  he  not 
only  contemplates  the  glory  of  God  in  the  grace  of  «• 
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demption,  but  cheerfully  and  unfeignedly  confecrates 
himfelf  to  the  fervice  of  his  Redeemer.  This  leads  me, 
in  the 

Fourth  and  laft  place,  to  invite  every  finner  in  this  af- 
fembly  to  accept  of  Chrift  as  his  Saviour,  and  to  rely  upon 
him  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpeL     To  the  fecure  and  in* 
fenfible,  I  know  it  is  in  vain  to  fpeak.   But  if  you  fee  your 
own  danger,  what  ihould  hinder  your  belief  and  reliance 
on  the  Saviour  ?  If  you  either  need  or  defire  deliverance, 
what  with-holds  your  acceptance  of  it,  when  it  is  not  only 
reely  offered  to  you,  but  earneftly  urged  upon  you  ?  Can 
ton  doubt  the  teftimony  of  the  Ameny  the  jaithful  and 
rue  witness  ?  The  bleffings  of  his  purchafe  belong  not  to 
fie  people  or  family,  but  to  every  nation  under  heaven. 
[Tie  commiflion  of  thofe  who  bear  his  meflage  is  unlimit- 
d :  Mark  xvL  15.  u  Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach 
the  gofpel  to  every  creature."     They  are  offered,  not 
nly  to  the  virtuous,  the  decent,  and  regular,  but  to  the 
biefot  finners  :  1  Tim.  i.  15.  "  This  is  a  faithful  faying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  That  Chrift  Jefus  came 
into  the  world  to  fave  finners ;  of  whom  I  am  chief." 
Whoever  heareth  thefe  glad  tidings,  he  difhonoreth  God, 
e  poureth  contempt  on  his  Saviour's  love,  and  he  wrong- 
th  his  own  foul,  if  he  does  not  receive  confolation  from 
iem.     Be  not  hindered  by  what  you  fee  in  yourfelves, 
nlefs  you  are  in  love  with  fin,  and  afraid  of  being  divor- 
sd  from  it.     The  gofpel  is  preached  to  finners.     It  does 
ot  expe£t  to  find  them,  but  it  is  intended  to  make  them 
oly.  A  deep  and  inward  fenfe  of  your  own  unworthinefs, 
nlefs  it  is  prevented  by  the  deceiver,  ihould  only  make 
[>u  more  highly  efteem  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  and  more 
illingly  depend  on  your  Redeemer's  love. 
I  conclude  with  the  invitation  which  he  himfelf  gives  to 
te  weary  finner,  Matt  xi.  28,  29, 30.    "  Come  unto  me, 
all  ye  that  labor,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give 
you  reft.     Take  my  yoke  upon  you,  and  learn  of  nie; 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart :  and  ye  (hall  find 
reft  unto  your  fouls.     For  my  yoke  is  eafy,  and  my 
burden  is  light." 
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THE  ANGELS. 


SERMON  7. 


1  PETER  i.  12.  laft  claufe. 

Which  things  the  Angels  desire  to  look  into. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

1  ^Y  brethren,  A  ferious  and  attentive  mind,  on  pc- 
[VA  rufmg  the  facred  volume,  can  hardly  help  being 
ften  ltruck  both  with  the  fentiments  and  language  of  the 
ifpired  writers  on  the  fubjefl  of  redemption.  With  what 
deep  veneration  of  foul,  with  what  warmth  of  laffedtion, 
'ith  what  tranfports  of  adoring  thankfulnefs,  do  they  fpeak 
f  the  plan  laid  by  divine  wifdom  for  the  falvation  of  loft 
nners,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift !  A  perfon  poffefled  only  of 
nderftanding  and  tafte,  may  admire  thefe  fallies  of  holy 
rvor,  for  the  elevation  of  thought  and  boldnefs  of  expref- 
on,  which  a  man's  being  in  good  earned  on  an  interefting 
ibje£t  doth  naturally  infpire.  But  happy,  happy,  and 
aly  happy,  that  foul  who,  from  an  inward  approbation, 
in  receive,  relifh,  and  apply  thofe  glorious  things  that  are 
x>ken  of  the  name,  character,  and  undertaking  of  the  Sa- 
iouroffinners. 

You  may  obferve,  that  there  are  two  different  fubje&s, 
1  general,  on  which  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament 
re  apt  to  break  out,  and  enlarge,  when  they  are  confi- 
ering  or  commending  the  myftery  of  redemption.    One 
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is,  the  glory  of  God,  as  it  appears  in  it ;  the  luftre  of  di- 
vine power,  wifdom,  and  grace,  which  reigns  through  the 
whole.  The  fecond  is,  the  unfpeakable  intereft  which 
we  have  in  it,  From  the  danger  efcaped  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  exalted  hopes  to  which  we  are  raifed  by  it,  on  the 
other.  I  cannot  help  putting  you  in  mind,  that  thefc 
two  things  are  fo  infeparably  joined,  that  none  can  forget 
or  be  infenfible  of  either  of  them,  without  in  reality  defpi- 
ling  both.  And  as  a  vfew  of  the  divine  glory  feems  mod 
immediately  calculated  to  affifl  and  continue  a  proper 
worfhipping  frame,  I  intend,  that  this  fhall  lead  the  way 
in  our  meditations  on  this  occafion.  The  facramentof 
the  Lord's  fupper  is  called  the  Eucharist,  or  facrifice 
of  pralfe  5  and  therefore  very  fit  for  adoring  contempla- 
tion. 

The  words  which  I  have  read  are  the  conclufion  of  the 
apoftlc  Peter's  account  of  the  gradual  unfolding  of  this 
great  defign  of  Providence  ;  and  they  contain  a  linking 
and  extraordinary  fentiment,  That  the  angels  themfelves 
are  filled  with  a  holy  curiofity  to  fearch  into  the  myftety 
of  redemption.  Few  commentators  have  failed  to  obferve, 
that  the  word  here  tranflated  to  look  into,  properly  fignifies, 
to  stoop  or  bend  down,  and  examine  ivitb  the  strictest  at- 
tention. This,  my  brethren,  gives  us  a  very  exalted  view 
of  the  fcheme  of  redemption,  as  a  leading  defign  in  the 
government  of  God,  that  thefe  pure  and  exalted  fpirits, 
not  only  adore  it  as  a  part  of  their  Creator's  will,  but  that 
they  are  loll  and  fwallovved  up  in  the  contemplation  of  it, 
and  fee  fuch  a  feries  of  wonders,  as  they  are  not  able  to 
comprehend.  If  this  is  fo,  let  us  no  longer  port  pone  the 
following  refleftion  :  How  much  more  are  we,  the  inter- 
efted  parties,  called  to  adore  and  dwell  on  this  myftery 
of  love,  on  which  our  falvation  from  deferved  wrath,  and/ 
pofleffion  of  infinite  felicity  to  all  eternity,  is  fufpended ! 
I  cannot  find  a  more  proper  fubjeft  for  an  introduction 
to  the  facred  and  folemn  fervice  of  this  day  ;  and  there- 
fore I  beg  your  attention,  while  I  endeavor,  in  dependance 
on  divine  grace,  to  illuftrate  the  affertion  in  the  text,  by 
mentioning  fome  particulars  in  the  myftery  of  redempti- 
on, which  are  probably  the  fubjeft  of  adoring  inquiry,  and 
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ips  holy  aftonifhment,  to  thofe  celeftial  fpirits.  Ha- 
done  this,  I  will  conclude  with  fomc  improvement  of 
ibjedt,  for  affifting  you  in  your  prefent  duty. 

Firft,  then,  we  are  to  mention  thofe  circumflances 
1  myllery  of  redemption  which  are  probably  the  fub- 
>f  adoring  enquiry,  or  perhaps  holy  aftonifhment,  to 
ngels  of  God.  The  angels,  though  they  are  exalted 
ures  are  yet  plainly  of  limited  capacity.  There  are 
r  things  of  which  they  are  ignorant :  Matth.  xxiv. 
4  But  of  that  day  and  hour  knoweth  no  man,  no,  not 

angels  of  heaven,  but  my  Father  only."  And  as 
employment  is  to  be  meffengers  and  miniftersof  God, 
foine  inferior  agency  in  the  conduft  of  his  provi- 
1 ;  fo  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  much  of  their  hap. 
s  confifts  in  the  contemplation  of  the  nature  and  glo- 

God,  as  difcovered  in  his  works.  They  are  repre- 
i  in  the  book  of  Job  as  joyful  witnefles  of  the  crea- 
and  birth  of  this  lower  world :  Job  xxxviii.  6,  7. 
hereupon  are  the  foundations  thereof  fattened  ?  or 
o  laid  the  corner-ftone  thereof  ?  when  the  morning- 
•s  fang  together,  and  all  the  fons  of  God  fhouted  fof 
'."  The  ftate  of  the  church  is  alfo  reprefented  as 
vering  to  them  the  divine  wifdom :  Eph.  iii.  10. 
>  the  intent  that  now  unto  the  principalities  and  pow- 

in  heavenly  places  might  be  known  by  the  church 
r  manifold  wifdom  of  God." 

Jt  us,  therefore,  confider  what  circumflances  in  the 
2ry  of  redemption  may  be  fuppofed  to  ftrike  them 
with  aftonifhment  and  wonder.  This  we  cannot  do 
>ut  finding  ourfelves  greatly  interefted,  and  called  to 
eepeft  humility,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  higheft  ex- 
;  of  gratitude  and  love.     And, 

The  firft  thing  I  fhall  mention  is  the  incarnation  of 
on  of  God  ;  the  union  of  the  divine  and  human  na- 
by  the  Word's  being  made  flefh.  This  is  indeed  the 
hing  to  be  conlidered,  both  in  order  and  in  rank.  O 
lerful  union  indeed  !  Well  might  the  apoftle  fay,  1 
.  iii.  16.  4*  Without  controverfy,  great  is  themVftery 
godlinefs :  God  was  mantfeft  in  the  flefh,  juftined  in 
ol.  I.  3  A 
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"  the  Spirit,  feen  of  angels,  preached  unto  the  Gentiles, 
"  believed  on  in  the  world,  received  up  into  glory."  But 
what  view  muft  the  angels  have  of  this  event  ?  thofe  glo- 
rious and  adtive  beings,  who  are  thus  defcribed,  Pfal-  civ. 
4.  "  Who  maketh  his  angels  fpirits,  his  minifters  a  fla- 
44  ming  fire-'*  Their  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  God,  asi 
pure  and  immaculate  fpirit,  as  the  eternal,  uncreated,  felf* 
exiftent  Father  of  Spirits,  and  of  the  Son,  as  one  with  the 
Father,  who 4I  thought  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God," 
mud  deeply  aftonifh  them  at  this  marvellous  humiliation; 
that  he  fliould  become  one  perfon  with  a  creature,  and  that 
with  a  creature  lower  than  themfelves  ;  for  it  is  exprefsly 
faid,  that  "  he  was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels." 
How  aftonifhing,  that  he  who  is  the  Lord  of  angels,  and 
whofe  diftance  from  the  higheft  of  all  created  fpirits  is  not 
great  only,  but  infinite,  fliould  become  a  man,  by  taking 
to  himfelf  a  true  body,  and  a  reafonable  foul ! 

It  is  more  than  probable  from  our  text,  efpecially  when 
compared  with  the  context,  and  other  pafi'ages  of  fcrip- 
ture,  that  this  difcovery  was  made  to  the  angels  only  gra- 
dually, as  it  was  to  men.     They  could  not  but  have  inti- 
mations of  God's  purpofe  of  mercy,  which  was  begun  and 
carried  on  immediately  after  the  fall ;  this,  however,  was 
done  in  a  manner  comparatively  dark  and  obfeure-  There 
have  been  indeed  feme  who  feem  to  me  to  have  gone  a 
little  beyond  their  depth ;  and  who  have  fuppofed,  that 
God  difcovered  to  the  angels,  even  before  the  creation  of 
man,  the  fall,  which  he  forefaw,  and  the  method  by  which 
he  propofed  to  recover  a  chofen  remnant,  viz.  the  incar- 
nation of  his  own  Son  ;  that  the  fuperior  honor  done  to  an 
inferior  creature,  llirred  up  the  pride  and  envy  of  Lucifer, 
and  his  aflbciates  ;  and  that  in  this  confilted  their  guilt  and 
apoftafy,  for  which  they  were  punilhed  with  an  immedi- 
ate banifhment  from  the  abodes  of  blifs,  and  are  now  re- 
ferved  in  chains  under  darknefs  to  the  day  of  judgment. 

This  at  beft  is  but  mere  conjecture.  It  feems  much 
more  probable  that  they  learned  the  feveral  parts  of  this 
great  defign  of  mercy  in  their  gradual  accomplifhment. 
It  cannot  indeed  be  doubted,  that  the  angels  who  were 
concerned  in  the  miniflry  of  providence,  muft  have  known 
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etrly  of  the  intended  redemption T  and  the  Redeemer. 
Yet  when  they  are  faid,  as  in  the  text,  to  look  into  the 
things  preached  in  the  gofpel,  it  gives  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  incarnation  and  fufferings  of  Chrift  were,  with  re- 
gard to  them,  as  well  as  to  us,  a  myflery  hid  from  ages 
ind  generations.  Now  how  could  thofe  holy  angels  who 
retained  their  integrity,  but  be  filled  with  amazement  at 
:he  depth  of  the  divine  councils,  when  they  faw  themfelves 
obliged  to  worfhip  a  man,  to  worfhip  a  feeble  infant,  born 
n  a  (table,  and  lying  in  a  manger  ?  when  they  found 
hemfelves  charged  with  publifhing  the  glad  tidings  ?  as  in 
Luke  ii.  10,  11,  12,  13,  14.  "  And  the  angel  faid  unto 

*  them,  Fear  not :  for  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of 

*  great  joy,  which  (hall  be  to  all  people.     For  unto  you  is 

*  born  this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is 
«  Chrift  the  Lord.     And  this  (hall  be  a  fign  unto  you  ; 

*  Ye  fhall  find  the  babe  wrapped  in  fw addling. clothes,  ly- 
K  ing  in  a  manger.     And  fuddenly  there  was  with  the 

*  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hod,  praifing  God,  and 
fc  faying,  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace, 

*  good-will  towards  men." 

There  is  one  circumftance  in  the  incarnation  itfelf, 
vhich  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  becaufe  it  is  mentioned  in 
cripture,  and  is  certainly  as  aftonifliing  as  any,  That  he 
vas  not  only  made  flefli,  but  fent  in  tbc  likeness  of  sinful 
lesb.  What  fo  oppofite  to  the  nature  of  God  as  fin  ?  And 
vhat  fo  furprifing,  as  that  the  Son  of  God,  though  without 
in,  yet  (hould  in  all  refpefts  outwardly  be  like  to  finners  ? 
hat  he  (hould  be  born  of  a  finner,  taken  for  a  finner,  treat- 
d  as  a  finner,  and  at  laft  crucified  with  the  utmoft  igno- 
itny,  as  a  more  than  an  ordinary  finner  ?  I  doubt  not,  but 
lofe  angels  who  looked  with  wonder  on  him  in  the  mail- 
er, looked  with  (till  greater  wonder  on  him  on  the  crofs ; 
lat  the  whole  hoft  of  them  are  confidering  this  with  holy 
'onder  fiill ;  and  that  it  (hall  be  the  theme  of  eternal 
ronder  to  the  innumerable  company  about  the  throne. 
!*his  leads  me  to  obferve, 

2.  That  another  circumftance  which  mud  afford  mat- 
s' for  adoring  enquiry  to  the  celeftiaj  fpirits,  is  the  fubfti- 
xtion  of  an  innocent  perfon  in  the  room  of  the  guilty, 
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Father,  fhould  make  his  appearance  in  this  lower  world,  the 
abode  of  guilty  creatures,  under  manifed  tokens  of  their 
Creator's  difpleafure !  that  he  fliould  not  only  enter  on  the 
{bene  in  the  weaknefs  of  infancy,  but  with  every  circum- 
stance of  meannefs  and  bafenels !  How  often  mud  they 
have  been  put  to  a  (land,  what  to  think  of  the  feverity  and 
perfecution,  the  contempt  and  oppofition  which  he  met 
with,  from  thofe  very  finners  whom  he  came  to  fave ! 

But  above  all,  how  mud  they  have  been  at  a  lofs  to 
comprehend  his  being  expofed,  not  only  to  the  contempt 
of  man,  but  to  the  wrath  of  God !  For  4<  it  pleafed  the 
•*  Lord  to  bruife  him,  he  hath  put  him  to  grief."  What 
muft  have  been  the  furprife  of  that  minider  of  providence, 
who  was  fent  "  from  heaven  to  drengthen"  him,  when 
he  found  him  under  an  inexpreffible  agony  of  differing, 
making  fupplication  with  drong  crying  and  tears,  faying, 
44  Father,  if  it  be  poffible,  let  this  cup  pafs  from  me !" 
And  what  created  fpirit  is  able  to  reach  the  unfathomable 
meaning  of  his  complaint  upon  the  crofs,  "  My  God,  my 
"  God,  why  had  thou  forfaken  me  ?"  In  the  fufferings  of 
an  innocent  perfon  in  the  room  of  the  guilty,  in  the  fuffer- 
ings of  the  well-beloved  Son  of  God  from  his  Father's  hand, 
there  is  fuch  an  unfearchable  depth,  as  no  finite  under- 
Handing  is  able  to  comprehend.  At  fird  view  it  feems  to 
contradift  the  rettitude  and  holinefs  of  the  divine  nature ; 
but  on  a  nearer  infpedlion,  there  is  fuch  a  driking  difcovery 
of  wifdom,  holinefs,  judice  and  mercy,  that  angels  defire 
with  a  holy  curiofity  to  contemplate  and  adore  it. 

3.  As  immediately  founded  upon  the  former,  another 
circumdance  in  the  plan  of  redemption  through  CJirift, 
which  will  afford  matter  of  wonder  to  the  celedial  fpirits, 
is  the  free  judification  of  finners,  and  their  acceptance 
with  God,  through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Ghrift. 
If  it  appears  adon'tfhing,  that  God,  who  didributes  favor 
and  punifhment  with  the  mod  perfeft  equity,  fhould 
punifh  the  innocent,  it  appears  equally  fo,  that  he  fliould 
{hew  favor  to  the  guilty ;  that  he  fhould  forgive  their  fins, 
accept  their  perfons,  and  vifit  them  with  his  loving-kind* 
nefs,  and  all  this  for  the  merit  and  obedience  of  another. 
What !  (may  it  be  faid,)  is  he  not  unchangeably  holy  ! 
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Is  he  not  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ?  Are  we 
not  aflured  that  evil  cannot  dwell  with  him,  nor  fmners 
ftand  in  his  pretence  ?  How  fhall  he  receive  into  his  favor 
thefe  offending  rebels  ?  how  fhall  he  take  into  his  bofom 
fuch  polluted  wretches  ?  And  what  can  be  the  meaning  of 
imputation  ?  Can  perlbnal  worth  be  transferred  ?  Can  he 
commit  fo  great  an  error,  as  to  view  them  with  compla- 
cency for  the  merit  of  another  ? 

Muft  not  this  appear  a  new  and  extraordinary  plan  to 
the  angels,  who,  by  perfonal  and  perfeft  obedience,  retain 
the  favor  of  their  Creator,  and  who  had  been  hitherto 
ftrangers  to  the  influence  and  interceflion  of  a  mediator  ? 
who  had  feen  no  fuch  thing  take  place  when  their  brethren 
had  finned  ?  Heb.  ii.  16.  "  For  verily  he  took  not  on  him 
"  the  nature  of  angels,  but  he  took  on  him  the  feed  of 
u  Abraham."  The  holy  angels,  not  inclined  to  fay,  as 
more  prefumptuous  men  too  often  do,  "  Let  us  continue  in 

fin,  that  grace  may  abound,"  will  rather  fay,  tfc  Let  us 

ftep  afide,  and  fee  this  great  fight."  They  will  then  fee, 
that  there  is  no  way  more  proper  for  maintaining  the  dig- 
nity of  the  divine  government:  nay,  that  it  is  the  only 
way  by  which  thofe  who  have  been  fmners  can  be  received 
into  favor.  They  will  fee  and  confefs,  that  there  is  no 
circumflance  whatever  that  tends  more  to  level  the  pride 
of  the  finner's  heart,  and  bring  him  to  univerfal  fubmiflion, 
and  abfolute  fubje&ion  to  the  fovereignty  of  God.  I  am 
perfuaded,  indeed,  that  even  angels  who  never  finned, 
have  more  of  fubmiflion  to  the  divine  fovereignty,  and  de- 
pendance  on  the  abfolute  grace  of  their  Creator,  than  ma- 
ny are  apt  to  imagine  ;  yet  furely  our  world  is  the  great 
theatre  of  divine  grace.  The  fame  infinite  benignity 
which  fhews  itfelf  in  heaven,  in  favor  to  the  worthy,  is 
difplayed  on  earth,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  heaven  itfelf,  in 
mercy  to  the  guilty. 

Suffer  me,  my  brethren,  to  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
obferving,  that  nothing  is  more  groundlefs  than  the  accu- 
fation  of  men  of  corrupt  minds,  againft  the  doflrine  of  di- 
vine grace,  as  encouraging  to  fin.  It  hath  the  very  con- 
trary effect,  and  that  on  thefe  two  accounts. 
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(l.)  It  is  fo  mortifying  to  human  pride,  that  the  power 
►f  fin  muft  be  broken  at  lead,  before  it  can  be  truly  and 
ordially  received.  There  is  not  fo  difficult  a  duty  in 
he  whole  compafs  of  the  moral  law,  as  an  unfeigned  de- 
iial  of  our  own  righteoufnefs  and  ftrength,  and  being  wil- 
ing to  count  all  things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the 
nowledge  of  Chrift.  To  receive  forgivenefs  as  mere 
lercy  to  thofe  who  had  deferved  to  perifh,  without  any 
omplaint  either  againft  the  ftridtnefs  of  the  law  or  the 
^verity  of  the  fandiion,  is  not  fo  eafy  as  many  feem  to 
nagine,  and  what  no  man  is  brought  to  but  by  the  Holy 
Jhoft. 

(a.)  As  the  fmner  muft  be  really  fubje&ed  to  God  the 

Creator,  before   he  can  lay  hold  of  his  mercy  through 

Jhrift  the  Redeemer ;  fo  it  is  plain,  that  the  mod  effectu- 

1  meafures  are  taken  to  continue  and  perpetuate  this  fub- 

:£tion.     It  is  plain,  that  the  infinite  unmerited  love  of 

Jod  to  his  foul,  is  the  mod  powerful  and  operative  prin- 

iple  of  obedience  that  can  dwell  in  the  human  heart : 

Cor.  v.  14,  15.    "  For  the  love  of  Chrift  conftraineth 

us ;  becaufe  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one  died  for  all,  then 

were  all  dead  ;  and  that  he  died  for  all,  that  they  which 

live,  fliould  not  henceforth  live  unto  themfelves,  but 

unto  him  which  died  for  them,  and  rofe  again."     Such 

onfidence  has  the  fame  apoftle  in  the  ftrength  of  this 

•rinciple,  that  he  bids  defiance  to  all  trials  and  oppofition : 

torn.  viii.  25-  "  Who  fhali  feparate  us  from  the  love  of 

Chrift?  Shall  tribulation,  ordiflrefs,  or  perfecution,  or 

famine,  or  nakednefs,  or  peril,  or  fword  ?"    And  again, 

erfe  38,  39.    "  For  I  am  perfuaded  that  neither  death, 

nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor 

things  prefent,  nor  things  to  come,  nor  height,  nor 

depth,  nor  any  other  creature,  fhall  be  able  to  feparate 

us  from  the  love  of  God,  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  our 

Lord."     Thefe  great  principles  of  fanftification  are  new 

)  the  angels.     When,  therefore,  they  fee  the  holinefs  of 

Jod  fhining  in  the  free  juftification  of  finners  through 

thrift,  it  will  add  new  force  and  new  meaning  to  that 

>ng  of  praife  which  they  are  reprefented  as  finging,  Rev. 

r.  8.  u  And  they  reft  not  day  and  night,  laying,  Holy, 
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11  holy,  holy,  Lord  God  almighty,  which  was,  and  is, 
44  and  is  to  come." 

(4.)  In  the  last  place,  Another  circumftance  in  the 
myflery  of  the  gofpel  which  will  be  matter  of  wonder  to 
the  angels,  is  the  application  of  redemption,  or  the  man- 
ner and  means  of  tranflating  Tinners  44  from  darknefs  to 
4fc  light,'*  and  "  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God.*— 
Before  the  plan  of  divine  grace  with  regard  to  fallen  man 
was  opened  to  them,  they  had  feen  no  examples  of  tinners 
but  the  fallen  angels.  From  their  irreverfible  fentence, 
and  blafpheming  rage  in  their  torment,  thofe  who  remain- 
ed  in  their  happy  (late,  would  be  apt  to  conclude,  that 
there  could  be  no  recovery  for  a  creature  who  had  once 
departed  from  his  integrity  at  all.  But  when  they  learn- 
ed fomething  of  the  divine  purpofe  for  the  falvation  of  fal- 
len man,  ef|)ecially  the  amazing  and  unfpeakable  grace 
that  appeared  in  the  appointment  of  the  Mediator,  and 
the  univcrfal  unlimited  offer  of  falvation  in  his  name, 
what  would  be  the  effett  ?  I  dare  fay  they  would  certainly 
conclude,  that  it  would  be  received  with  the  higheft  trans- 
ports of  joy,  by  all  thofe  unhappy  criminals  who  were 
lying  under  the  curie  of  a  broken  law.  Accordingly  the 
angel,  in  his  meflage  to  the  fhepherds,  calls  it  good  tidings 
of  great  joy  to  all  people. 

What  then  mull  have  been  their  additional  furprife, 
when  they  heard  the  prophet  faying,  Ifa.  liii.  1.  "  Who 
41  hath  believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of 
44  the  Lord  revealed  ?,J  when  they  faw  that  this  gracious 
Saviour  was  41  defpifed  and  rejedtod  of  men  ?"  when  they 
oblervedlb  many  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  mod  importunate 
calls  of  the  gofpel :  when  they  found  them  cavilling  them- 
felves  out  of  eternal  happinefs,  and  advancing  their  own 
blinded  and  bewildered  reafon  in  contempt  of  the  infinite 
wifdom  of  God  ?  What  muft  thofe  holy  angels,  who  are 
fdled  with  gratitude  for  creating  goodnefs,  think  of  thofe 
heirs  of  hell,  who  pour  contempt  upon  redeeming  love  ?  I 
cannot  touch  upon  every  thing  that  riles  here  to  our  view, 
but  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  adminiflration  of  the  covenant 
of  grace  is  as  full  of  myftery  to  the  celeftial  fpirits,  as 
any  part  of  the  plan,     Infiead  of  every  finncr  humbly 
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nploring  reconciliation  with  an  offended  God,  our  Re- 
semer,  as  a  Sovereign  Lord,  as  the  Prince  of  Peace,  firft 
mquers  thofe  as  enemies,  whom  he  afterwards  cheriihes 
1  friends.  He  is  endued  with  all  power  for  this  great 
ork ;  and  the  Pfalmid  gives  a  beautiful  defcription  of  its 
ifluence  and  efFett,  Pfal.  xlv.  3,  4,  5.  u  Gird  thy  fword 
upon  thy  thigh,  O  moft  mighty  ;  with  thy  glory  and 
thy  majefty  ;  and  in  thy  majefty  ride  profperoufly,  be- 
caufe  of  truth,  and  meeknefs,  and  righteoufnefs ;  and 
thy  right  hand  (hall  teach  thee  terrible  things.  Thine 
arrows  are  fharp  in  the  heart  of  the  king's  enemies 
whereby  the  people  fall  under  thee."  He  hath  lent 
rth  his  Holy  Spirit  as  an  almighty  agent,  to  reconcile 
iners  unto  God.  Is  there  not  alio  a  depth  of  divine  fo- 
rreignty  to  be  feen  in  the  choice  of  the  veffels  of  mercy  ? 
'he  apoftle  Paul  in  the  midft  of  the  fury  of  perfecuting 
:al,  Mary  Magdalene  from  the  mid  ft  of  the  flames  of 
iclean  luft,  Zaccheus  from  the  heart  hardening  crimes 

covetoufnefs  and  oppreflion,  and  many  others  of  the 
lief  of  finners,  have  been  made  the  trophies  of  divine 
•ace,  and  may  fay,  in  the  words  of  their  great  example 
te  apoltle  Paul,  1  Tim.  i.  15.  u  This  is  a  faithful  dying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrilt  Jefus  came 
into  the  world  to  fave  finners,  of  whom  I  am  chief." 

It  deferves  alfo  particular  notice,  that  faith  itfelf  is  faid 
>  be  the  operation  and  the  gift  of  God :  Eph.  ii.  8.  "  For 
by  grace  are  ye  faved,  through  faith  :  and  that  not  of 
yourfeives :  it  is  the  gift  of  God."  And  indeed  the 
tange  in  general  which  conftitutes  the  new  nature,  is 
wifidered  as  a  birth  or  creation  from  above;  John  i.  13. 
Which  were  born,  not  of  blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the 
flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of  God."  It  appears 
ainly,  from  many  exprefs  declarations  of  fcripture,  from 
e  power  neceflary  to  overcome  their  obftinacy,  and  from 
e  feat  of  the  dileaie  itfelf,  which  lies  in  the  will,  that 
iners,  while  they  continue  fo,  inftead  qf  defiring,  refift 
eir  recovery.  What  a  fubjedt  of  contemplation  prefents 
elf  to  the  angels  here  !  What  an  unknown  view  is  given 
em  of  the  infinite  evil  and  malignity  of  fin  !  What  a 
imbling  fenfe  of  created  weaknefs !  What  a  lcffon  of 
Vol.  L  3  B 
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caution  for  their  after  conduft !  It  hath  been  conje&ured 
not  without  apparent  reafon  and  fome  countenance  fron 
fcripture.  that  the  great  purpofe  which  the  human  fyftem  b 
iqtended  to  ferve  in  the  univerfal  kingdom  of  God,  is  to 
be  an  everlafting  monument,  that  a  rational  creature  who 
has  once  departed  from  its  innocence  and  obedience  to 
its  Creator,  never  can  again  return  to  the  fame  ftate,  but 
by  his  own  almighty  power  and  fovereign  grace.  Upofl 
the  whole,  from  this  faint  view  of  the  plan  of  redemption, 
as  lying  open  to  the  attention  of  principalities  and  powen, 
we  may  fay  with  the  apoitiePaul,  Rom.  ii.  33.  44  Othe 
"  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of 
"  God !  how  unfearchable  are  his  judgments,  and  his  wayi 
44  paft  finding  out !" 

I  proceed  now  to  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  fome  pn& 
cal  improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.     And, 

1.  What  you  have  heard  will  contribute,  I  hope,  by  the 
divine  bleffing,  to  (hew  the  guilt  of  thofe  who  defpife  the 
gofpel,  and  ferve  to  remove  the  offence  of  the  crofs.    It 
required  no  fmall  meafure  of  fortitude  in  the  apoftle  Paul* 
to  declare  that  he  was  not u  ailiamed  of  the  crofs  of  drift,* 
which  at  its  firft  publication  was  "  to  the  Jews  a  ftumbling 
41  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs."    The  doftrinetf 
the  crofs,  in  its  fimplicity  and  purity,  has  been  matter  of 
offence  in  every  fucceeding  age,  to  men  of  proud  and 
worldly  minds,     God  knows,  there  are  not  wanting  m* 
ny  at  this  time,  who  treat  the  do&rine  of  the  crofs,  and 
falvation  by  grace,  with  as  much  contempt  and  infolcnce  1 
as  they  dare.     Nor  is  it  at  all  impoffible,  that  there  may  I 
be  fome  among  you  who  are  infedted  with  thefe  poifonou* 
and  deftru&ive  principles.      Be  perfuaded,  O  deluded 
foul !  that  u  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  ftronger  than  man,* 
and  a  that  the  wifdom  of  man  is  foolifhnefs  with  God." 
This  glorious  and  gracious  plan  hath  the  approbation  and 
admiration  of  angels,  though  it  hath  the  contempt  of  Go- 
ners. It  aftonilhed  the  angels,  therefore  no  wonder  though 
it  fhould  aftonifh  us.     You  will  perhaps  fay,  It  is  indeed 
aftonifhing  above  meafure ;  it  teaches  me  to  believe  aa 
incarnate  God,  a  suffering  Saviour,  the  innocent  punish- 
edy  and  the  guilty  forgiven.    It  is  attended  with  fo  may 
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rprifmg  circumftances,  that  I  cannot  help  faying,  How 
tn  thefe  things  be  ?  But  as  Samfon  faid  in  his  riddle, 
Out  of  the  eater  came  forth  meat,  out  of  the  ftrong  came 
forth  fweetnefs ;"  fo  out  of  the  fuggeftions  of  your  cor- 
Apt  minds,  I  would  derive  fome  evidence  of  the  truth. 
1  cunningly  devifed  fable  would  be  drefled  by  the  decei- 
er  in  a  manner  fuited  to  the  human  tafte  ;  but  this  doc- 
inc  hath  not  upon  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom. 
do  not  think,  if  it  had  not  been  revealed,  that  it  could 
ave  entered  into  any  human  mind ;  and  therefore  we 
lay  juilly  fay,  "  Salvation  belongeth  unto  God."  It  is 
scaufe  he  is  God,  and  not  man,  that  we,  the  children  of 
»en,  "  are  not  confumed.M 

2.  You  may  learn,  from  what  has  been  faid,  the  en- 
)uragement  that  is  given  to  finners  to  return  to  God 
trough  Chrtft.  The  very  circumftances  that  are  moft 
lonifhing  and  admirable  in  this  great  difpenfation,  are 
te  undeferved  love  and  unexpe&ed  condefcenfion  of  God 
»  guilty  and  miferable  finners.  I  know  that  the  inward 
id  effectual  call  can  only  be  given  by  the  Holy  Ghoft ; 
it  I  know  alfo,  that "  faith  cometh  by  hearing,  and  hear- 
ing  by  the  word  of  God."  Therefore,  in  expedition 
r  the  blefiing  of  him  who  "  hath  the  hearts  of  all  men  in 
his  hand,  and  turneth  them  howfoever  he  will,"  I  pro- 
aim  in  the  hearing  of  every  finner  within  thefe  walls, 
that  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be- 
gotten Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him  might  not 
perifli,  but  have  everlafting  life."  I  repeat  the  univer- 
1  call,  that  "  him  that  cometh  to  him,  he  will  in  no  wife 
cad  out."  Are  there  not  many  in  this  houfe  under  the 
>wer  of  fin,  and  the  curfe  of  a  broken  law  ?  Nay,  who  is 
tere  that  is  not  condemned  by  thefe  important  words, 
hich  you  will  find  Gal.  iii,  10.  "  Curfed  is  every  one 
that  continued!  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in 
the  book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  This  fentence  Hand*" 
icancelled  againft  all  who  are  not  reconciled  to  God  by 
ith  in  Chrift  Jefus.  Is  the  application  difficult  ?  Ye 
ives  of  fin,  drunkards,  fwearers,  profane  and  lafcivious 
fters,  envious  and  malicious  flanderers,  retainers  of  un- 
it gain,  and  all  without  exception  who  are  lovers  of  plea- 
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fores'  more  than  lovers  of  God,  ye  {hall  be  flain  all  of  yon;  1 
44  as  a  bowing  wall  fliall  ye  be,  and  as  a  tottering  fenced  J 
Bemember  the  mifery  of  thofe  who  die  in  an  unconverted  1 
ftate  :  "  It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
"  living  God.   Who  can  abide  with  devouring  fire  ?  Who 
14  can  dwell  with  everlafting  burnings  ?"  Admire  the  in- 
finite grace  of  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
admire  the  infinite  wifdom  of  God  that  hath  laid  help  for 
you  upon  one  who  is  u  mighty  to  fave."    May  I  not  fay, 
that,  on  this  folemn  occafion,  your  Saviour  fpeaks  to  you, 
not  only  in  his  word,  but  from  his  crofs  ?  See  the  juitice 
of  God  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  thence  learn  the  evil  tf 
fin.  See  the  power  and  wrath  of  God  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift, 
and  tremble  at  your  own  Rate.     See  the  matchlefs  lore 
of  God  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  and  be  perfuaded  to  return 
to  him  with  weeping,  with  fupplication,  and  with  mourn- 
ing.  Let  the  eye  of  faith  be  pointed  at  the  dying  Saviour, 
and  fay  unto  him,  "  O  almighty  fufferer,  look  down,  look 
44  down  from  thy  triumphant  infamy,  pity  and  pierce  this 
44  hard  heart  with  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  mifery.     Thou  haft 
u  faid,  that  when  thou  fliouldft  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth, 
44  thou  wouldft  draw  all  men  unto  thee  :  let  this  promife 
44  be  fulfilled  to  my  experience.     Draw  me,  ivc  will  run 
41  after  tbee.     Lord,  take  away  my  complicated  guilt; 
u  Lord,  renew  and  pacify  my  unfanftified  affections,  form 
14  me  for  thyfelf,  that  I  may  ferve  thee  here,  and  afterwards 
44  fee  thee  as  thou  art ! 

3,  From  what  hath  been  faid  upon  this  fubjett,  you 
may  examine  your  title  to  partake  of  the  holy  ordinance 
of  the  Lord's  fupper ;  or,  in  other  words,  your  right  to 
the  favor  of  God,  and  to  eternal  life.  No  dif  pofition  more 
fuitable,  none  more  neceflary,  at  a  communion-table,  than 
a  grateful  and  admiring  fenfe  of  redeeming  love.  Not  only 
the  profane  blafphenier,  or  the  fcornful  defpifer,  is  unfit 
to  fit  down  at  this  fealt,  but  the  felf-righteous  formalift  who 
never  faw  himfelf  undone.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  when 
angels  themfelves  are  put  to  a  fland,  all  our  thoughts  mull 
foon  be  loft  and  fwallowed  up.  But,  my  brethren,  do 
you  defire  to  look  into  it  ?  Do  you  feel  a  fenfible  pleafuft 
and  delight  in  this  facred  employment  ?  Do  you,  in  fane 
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meafure,  fee  the  glory  of  divine  grace,  though  you  are  not 
able  to  meafure  its  dimenflons  ?  There  is  no  fubjett  fo  ob- 
fcure  and  unintelligible  to  thofe  who  are  ftrangers  to  the 
power  of  religion,  as  the  myftery  of  redeeming  love;  no 
fubjedt  fo  odious  and  diftafteful  to  thofe  whofe  minds  are 
formed  upon  the  maxims  of  the  world,  as  the  dodirine  of 
falvation  by  grace.  Chrift  upon  a  crofs,  Chrift  upon  a 
throne,  Chrift  the  believer's  rock  and  refuge,  the  fource  of 
his  llrength,  and  the  fource  of  his  comfort,  they  are  neither 
able  to  relilh  nor  comprehend.  Ail  the  warm  expreilions 
of  gratitude  and  attachment,  which  are  unfpeakably  fweet 
and  ravifhing  to  a  ferious  foul,  appear  to  them  in  the  light 
of  enthufiafm  and  vifionary  folly.  But  as  many  as  it  hath 
pleated  God  to  blefs  with  an  inward  and  perfonal  convic- 
tion of  their  loft  ftate  by  nature,  will  fee  the  greateft  beauty 
in  this  plan  of  falvation,  and  will  rather  rejoice,  than  fhrink, 
at  lharing  with  their  Redeemer  himfelf  the  contempt  of 
the  world.  They  will  fay,  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  Gal.  vu 
14.  u  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of 
44  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  There  is  a  beautiful  oppofition 
ftated  by  the  fame  apoftle,  between  a  believer's  under- 
ftanding  the  love  of  Chrift,  and  yet  being  unable  to  fearch 
it  to  the  bottom,  in  the  following  paffage,  Eph.  iii.  17,  18, 
19.  "  That  Chrift  may  dwell  in  your  hearts  by  faith  ;  that 
ye  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able  to 
comprehend  with  all  faints,  what  is  the  breadth,  and 
length,  and  depth,  and  height ;  and  to  know  the  love  of 
Chrift,  which  paffeth  knowledge,  that  ye  might  be  filled 
"  with  all  the  fulnefs  of  God." 

4.  In  the  last  place,  From  what  has  been  faid,  learn 
what  is  your  moft  proper  employment  at  the  Lord's  table. 
Adore  and  contemplate  the  riches  of  redeeming  grace, 
that  great  theme  which  "  the  angels  defire  to  look  into." 
Think,  with  humble  amazement,  on  the  boundlefs  mer- 
cy of  God,  which  reached  even  to  you,  and  with  the  high- 
eft  thankfuinefs  on  the  honor  to  which  you  are  admitted, 
of  receiving  the  fenfible  pledges  of  his  love.  Dwell  on 
this  impenetrable  myftery  of  u  Immanuel  God  with  us — 
44  God  manifefted  in  the  flefh."  Think  on  this  awful 
proof  of  divine  juftice  andholinefs,  the  wrath  of  God  pour- 
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cd  out  upon  his  own  Son.     Think  on  the  perfe&ioo  *f 
that  atonement  which  is  made  for  the  lint  of  the  wojfci* 
e  in  the  fulnefs  of  that  Saviour  who  is  nq*  nad£ 
head  over  all  things  to  the  church ;"  and  draw,  by  faith* 
from  bis  fulnefs,  every  ncceffary  fupply  to  yourfclvcs : 
and  as  you  are  now  to  commemorate  his  death,  with  a 
view  to  his  fecond  coming,  think  on  that  "  day  of  falva- 
"  tion,"  when  he  (ball  come  u  to  be  glorified  in  his  feints, 
"  ind  admired  in  all  them  that  believe ;"  when  you  (halt 
enter  in  triumph  into  the  holieft  of  all,  where  no  doubt 
the  myftery  of  redemption  (hall  be  more  fully  difcovcred; 
when  faints  and  angels  (hall  jointly  fmg  that  new  fong, 
Rev.  v.  ia.  u  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  re- 
"  ceive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and 
*  honor,  and  glory,  and  bleffing ;"  when  the  whdle  plan 
of  divine  grace  (hall  be  completed  and  clofed,  and  the  me- 
diatorial kingdom  itfelf  brought  to  a  period ;  for  a  tfaea 
c*  cometh  the  end,  when  he  (hall  have  delivered  up  the 
"  kingdom  to  God,  even  the  Father ;"  when  confirmed 
angels,  and  redeemed  finners,  when  the  whole  hoft  of 
heaven  (hall  unite  in  one  acclamation,  "  Hallelujah ;  fef 
u  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth." 


[     3»7     ] 


GLORYING   in  the    CROSS. 


SERMON  8. 


GALATIANS  vi.  14. 

But- God  forbid  that  I  should  glory,  save  in  the  cross  of  oun 

Lord  'fesua  Christ. 

ACTION    SERMON. 

MY  brethren,  we  are  this  day  met  to  keep  up  the 
remembrance  of  our  Redeemer's  fufferings  and 
death  in  our  room.  We  are  to  commemorate  an  event 
the  mod  important,  the  mofi  interefting,  and  the  mod 
aftonifhing,  that  creation  ever  beheld.  We  are  to  con- 
template a  fubjeft  the  mod  wonderful  and  myfterious 
that  ever  was  offered  to  the  mind  of  man.  The  incarna- 
tion of  the  Son  of  God,  the  King  of  kings  found  in  the  form 
of  a  servant,  and  the  Prince  of  life  expiring  on  an  ac- 
cursed tree.  What  is  this  but  the  union  of  things  the 
mod  oppofite  and  feemingly  inconfiftent  that  can  poffibly 
be  conceived  ?  the  union  of  the  mod  diftant  extremes  of 
ftrength  and  weaknefs,  glory  and  bafenefs,  honor  and 
lhame  ? 

In  a  fort  of  correfpondence  and  analogy  to  this  great 
fubjedt  itfelf,  nothing  can  be  more  oppofite  than  the  fert- 
timents  formed  by  believers  and  unbelievers  with  regard 
to  it.  To  the  one  it  hath  a  dignity  and  majefty  unfpeak- 
ably  amiable ;  to  the  other,  it  hath  a  meannefs  and  bafe- 
nefs that  is  (hanieful  and  contemptible.     The  Apoftle 
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Paol  often  takes  notice  of  this,  that  it  was  u  to  the  Jews* 
•Mtumbltrig-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fboliflraefe ;"  and 
he  often  difcovers  his  ofan  inviolable  attachment  to  his 
Saviour,  by  an  open  profeflkm  of  efteem  for  thofe  circum- 
ftances  in  his  character  and  appearance  which  a  blinded 
world  were  mod  apt  to  treat  with  derifion  and  (corn. 
This  is  particularly  the  cafe  in  the  text,  u  But  God  for- 
"  bid  that  I  (hould  glory,  lave  in  the  crofs  of  oqr  Lord 
"  Jefus  Chrift." 

By  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  in  the  New  Teftament,  we  are 
fometimes  to  underftand  the  fufferings  of  believers  for 
Chrift*s  fake  ;  but  more  commonly,  and  I  think,  evident* 
ly  in  this  place,  it  fignifies  his  humiliation  in  general,  and 
particularly  his  crucifixion,  to  which  circumftance  our  at- 
tention is  dire&ed,  becaufe  it  was  the  moil  bafe  and  ignoi- 
.  mtnious  of  the  whole.     In  this  the  apoftle  fays  he  woqjd 
'*glory  :  nay,  he  expreffes  his  abhorrence  at  the  thought  of 
glorying  in  any  thing  elfe :  44  God  forbid  that  I  (houU 
a  glory  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."    No- 
thing can  be  more  fuited  to  the  employment  of  this  day, 
and  nothing  more  proper  to  diftinguifh  between  the  friends 
and  the  enemies  of  Chrift,  than  this,  when  carefully  at- 
tended to ;  for  the  one  will  undoubtedly  glory  and  the 
►  other  will  as  certainly  be  ashamed  of  his  crofs. 

In  difcourfing  further  on  this  fubjeft,  what  I  propofe, 
through  divine  afliftance,  is, 

I.  To  explain  the  import  of  the  apo file's  glorying  only 
in  the  Saviour's  crofs. 

II.  To  ihew  what  good  reafon  every  real  Chriftian  hath 
to  glory  in  it.     And, 

III.  To  make  fome  pra&tcal  application  of  the  fubje£L 

I.  In  the  first  place,  then,  let  us  explain  the  import 
of  the  apoftle's  glorying  only  in  the  Saviour's  crofs.  What 
is  this  objett  in  which  the  apoftle  fays  he  would  glory  ? 
Very  wonderful  indeed.  It  is,  that  Jefus  of  Nazareth, 
the  fon  of  Mary,  was  fubje&ed  to  a  long  life  of  forrow, 
reproach,  and  contempt :  That  towards  the  clofe  of  it,  he 
was  arretted,  accufed,  condemned  as  a  malefa&or;  and 
after  innumerable  and  unfpeakable  indignities,  was  at  laft 
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nailed  to  a  crofs,  an  engine  of  torture  of  the  mod  cruel 
and  painful  kind,  and  fo  ftiameful,  that  it  was  a  manner 
of  punifhment  appropriated  to  themoft  detefted  criminals 
of  the  bafeft  rank.  What  is  there  here  to  glory  in  ?  and 
what  does  the  apoftle  mean  by  this  ex  predion  ?  It  means, 

1.  That  he  had  a  high  efteem  of  it,  as  an  event  of  the 
greateft  moment,  and  an  objeft  worthy  of  the  higheft  re- 
gard. We  do  not  glory  in  common  things,  but  in  things 
rf  peculiar  dignity  and  worth.  It  was  not  then  in  his  view 
nerely  what  it  feemed.  He  did  not  confider  it,  Purely,  as 
he  execution  of  a  criminal ;  but  laid,  with  the  centurion 
>n  Mount  Calvary,  Truly  u  this  was  a  righteous  man ;" 
Truly  this  was  "  the  Son  of  God."  He  confidered  it  as 
he  effeft  of  the  infinite  love  of  God,  who  fent  his  only 
Kgotten  Son  to  die  for  our  fins.  He  confidered  it  as  an 
nfinite  price  paid  for  the  pardon  of  our  offences,  as  the 
raly  way  of  deliverance  from  guilt,  as  the  fure  and  cer. 
ain  pledge  of  peace  to  an  awakened  confcience.  In  this 
new,  how  does  it  rife  in  his  efteem  ?  While  others  are 
lifpofed  to  fcorn,  pitying  their  madnefs,  he  is  conllrained 
to  worfhip  and  adore.  Think  of  it,  Chriltians,  how  dif- 
ferent were  the  fentiments  of  his  infulting  enemies  and 
lis  mourning  difciples,  when  he  hung  upon  the  crofs. 
The  one  confider  him  as  a  guilty  fufferer,  the  other  as  a 
oving  Saviour.  The  hearts  of  the  one  were  boiling  with 
Utred,  or  filled  with  contempt ;  the  hearts  of  the  other 
vere  fwallowed  up  in  admiration,  or  melted  with  love, 

2.  The  apoftle's  glorying  in  the  crofs,  implied  his  ha- 
ving a  ftrong,  though  humble  confidence  of  his  own  rela- 
ion  to  and  interefl  in  it,  I  think  it  is  impoflible  to  fepa- 
ate  this  from  our  idea  of  the  apoftle's  meaning.  We  do 
lot  glory  or  boaft  of  any  thing  in  which  we  have  nocon- 
ern.  A  man  of  great  genius,  #or  uncommon  worth,  I 
my  admire  and  honor,  merely  for  the  eminent  qualities 
f  which  he  is  poffefled,  and  I  may  do  him  all  jultice  by 
ammendation  ;  but  1  am  never  difpofed  to  glory  in  him, 
or  have  I  any  title  to  do  it  unlefs  he  is  fomehow  related 
>  me :  but  if  I  add,  that  he  is  my  child,  or  he  is  my  bro- 
ier,  I  may  be  truly  faid  to  glory  in  him,  or  to  boaft  of 
im,  becaufc  the  honor  that  is  given  to  him,  is,  in  fome 
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meafure  refle&ed  upon  myfelf.  Again,  I  may  fpeak  of 
the  riches  and  magnificence  of  fome  great  city ;  but  1  am 
then  only  faid  to  glory  in  it,  if  I  add  any  circumftance  of 
relation ;  as  that  it  is  the  place  of  my  nativity,  or  the  place 
of  my  refidence,  or  the  place  in  which  I  have  property 
and  intereft.  When  therefore  the  apoftle  fays,  u  God 
44  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord 
44  Jefus  Chrift,  it  certainly  implies  a  humble  perfuafion  of 
his  own  intereft  in  it,  and  his  happinefs  to  flow  from  it. 
This  indeed  naturally  arifes  from  a  real  and  fpiritual  dis- 
covery of  its  proper  glory.  None  can  fee  the  tranfcen- 
dent  beauty  of  this  objeft,  till  they  have  feen  their  own 
guilt  and  mifery  in  the  fight  of  a  holy  God.  And  no 
fooner  do  they  difcover  the  excellence  of  this  atonement, 
its  perfeft  fuffictency  for  all,  and  the  unreftrained  offer  to 
all,  than  they  fly  to  it  as  their  fecurity,  and  reft  on  it  as 
the  ground  of  their  hope.  The  word  here  tranflated  glo- 
rying, fignifies  at  the  fame  time,  exulting,  or  rejoicing; 
and  therefore  to  glory  in  the  crofs,  is  the  fame  thing  as  to 
rejoice  in  the  Saviour.  The  truth  is,  it  is  but  feldom  that 
this  apoftle  mentions  the  death  of  Chrift  without  fome  ap- 
propriating expreflion  :  Phil.  iii.  8.  "  Yea  doubtlefs,  and 
44  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the 
44  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  :  for  whom  I  have 
44  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do  count  them  but 
44  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift  ;"  Gal.  ii.  20,  44  I  am  cm- 
44  cified  with  Chrift  :  neverthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  I,  but 
44  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :  and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in 
44  the  flefh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved 
u  meandgavehimfelffor  me." 

3.  To  complete  the  idea  of  the  apoftle's  glorying  in  the 
crofs,  it  implies  fuch  a  fenfe  of  its  comparative  worth,  as 
prompts  him  to  a  public  and  open  profeffion  of  efleem, 
with  a  fovereign  contempt  of  the  judgment  or  conduft  of 
others,  who  fet  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  it.  Glorying 
always  fignifies  the  declaration  of  our  mind  to  others ;  and 
is  not  ill  illuftrated  by  that  expreflion  of  the  apoftle  Paul  in 
writing  to  the  Romans,  chapter  i.  16.  44  For  I  am  not 
<4  afhamed  of  the  gofpei  of  Chrift  :  for  it  is  the  power  of 
".  God  unto  falvation,  to  every  one  that  believethj  to  the 
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1  Jew  firft,  and  alfo  to  the  Greek."  The  oppofition  be- 
ween  the  fentiments  of  others,  and  his  own,  he  often 
mentions ;  as  1  Cor.  i.  18.  u  For  the  preaching  of  the 
1  crofs  is  to  them  that  perifli,  foolifhnefs  :  but  unto  us 
( which  are  faved,  it  is  the  power  of  God."  And  verfe 
13.    "  But  we  preach  Chrift  crucified,  unto  the  Jews  a 

•  ftumbling-block,  and  unto  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs ;  but 
unto  them  which  are  called,  both  Jews  and  Greeks, 
Chrift  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wifdom  of  God." 

Vhen  he  glories  in  the  crofs,  therefore,  it  implies  an  open 

nd  refolute  adherence  to  this  defpifed  caufe.   This  mean- 

lg  is  particularly  carried  in  the  word  cross.    It  had  been 

:fs  wonder,  if  he  had  faid,  he  gloried  in  his  Saviour's 

ivine  power  exerted  before  his  crucifixion,  or  that  the 

loried  in  his  triumphant  refurre&ion,  and  exaltation  to 

\c  right  hand  of  God  after  it ;  but,  inftead  of  this,  he  fays 

e  gloried  in  his  cross,  in  his  very  abafement,  in  what  was 

loll  vile  and  contemptible. 

A  late  very  eminent  writer  and  champion  for  the  crofs, 

l  a  fermon  on  the  fame  fubjeft,  makes  a  remark  to  the 

>Uowing  purpofe  :  "  *  That  through  the  veneration  of 

many  ages,  and  the  difufe  of  that  punilhment  among 

us  in  the  execution  of  malefactors,  the  word  cross  does 

not  carry  fo  bafe  an  idea  to  our  minds ;  but  that  in  the 

ear  of  a  Galatian,  it  founded  as  if  the  apoftle  had  faid,  he 

1  gloried  in  a  gallows,  a  gibbet  or  a  halter."     And  in  a 

tote  upon  this  paflage  of  the  fermon,  when  publiftied,  he 

xprefles  himfelf  thus :  u  Some  perfons,  I  am  informed, 

were  difgufted  at  thefe  words,  baiter ,  gallows,  gibbet, 

they  are  fo  horridly  contemptible :  to  whoirt  I  would 

reply,  That  the  crofs,  in  point  of  ignominy,  implied  all 

•  this ;  and  in  point  of  torture,  much  more.  Unlefs  the 
Englifh  reader  forms  to  himfelf  fome  fuch  image  as  this, 
he  will  never  be  able  to  apprehend  the  fcandalous  na- 
ture and  {hocking  circumftances  of  his  divine  matter's 

;  death.  The  words,  I  mull  confefs,  were  diverfified,  and 
;  the  fentiment  reiterated,  on  purpofe  to  effett  the  mind 

•  with  this  aftonifhing  truth.  Neither  can  I  prevail  with 
1 
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44  myfelf  to  expunge  the  expreffions,  unlefs  I  could  fub- 
44  ftitute  others  of  a  more  ignominious  and  execrable  im- 
44  port  in  their  room.  Only  I  would  beg  the  ferious  reader 
41  to  fpend  a  moment  in  the  following  refleflion.   Is  it  (b, 
44  that  a  polite  and  delicate  ear  can  hardly  endure  fo  much 
44  as  the  found  of  the  words  ?  How  amazing  then  was  the 
44  condefcenfion,  how  charming  ancT  adorable  the  goodnefs 
44  of  God's  illuftrious  Son,  to  bear  all  that  is  fignified  by 
41  thefe  intolerably  vile  terms,  bear  it  willingly,  bear  it 
44  cheerfully,  for  us  men,  and  our  falvation  !"  I 

Before  concluding  this  head,  it  will  be  proper  to  obferve,  ] 
in  what  it  was  the  apoftle  did  not  glory.  There  is  plain-  j 
ly  a  tacit  oppofition  in  the  form  of  his  expreffion,  to  fome  ■ 
things  in  which  others  were  apt  to  glory,  and  he  as  hearti-  | 
ly  defpifed :  "  God  forbid  that  I  ftiould  glory,  fave  in  the  j 
41  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  He  fays  in  general,  { 
Phil.  iii.  7.  "  But  what  things  were  gain  to  me,  thofel  j 
44  counted  lofs  for  Chrifl:.,,  We  find  elfe where,  in  his 
writings,  exprefs  mention  of  thofe  particulars  which  he 
renounced  as  any  fubjedt  of  boafting.  1.  His  learningas 
a  fcholar ;  2.  His  privileges  as  a  Jew  ;  3.  Even  his  zeal 
and  a&ivity  as  a  minifter  of  Chrift.  Let  us  confider  each 
of  thefe  by  itfelf. 

I.  He  would  not  glory  in  his  learning  as  a  fcholar. 
The  apoftle  Paul  had  been  brought  up  at  the  feet  of  Ga- 
maliel, and  feems  to  have  been  well  accompliflied  in  eve- 
ry  branch  of  human  fcience.  Yet  he  fpeaks  of  it  with 
great  negleft,  or  rather  with  a  noble  difdain,  when  com- 
pared with  the  dodlrine  of  the  crofs  :  1  Cor.  i.  17.  "  For 
44  Chrift  fent  me  not  to  baptize,  but  to  preach  the  gofpel : 
44  not  with  wifdom  of  words,  left  the  crofs  of  Chrift  Ihould 
44  be  made  of  none  efFeft,"  And  again,  verfe  19,  20.  "For 
4C  it  is  written,  I  will  deftroy  the  wifdom  of  the  wife,  and 
44  will  bring  to  nothing  the  underftanding  of  the  prudent. 
44  Where  is  the  wife  ?  where  is  the  fcribe  ?  where  is  the 
44  difputer  of  this  world  ?  hath  not  God  made  foolifli  the 
€i  wifdom  of  this  world  ?"  It  may  perhaps  be  afkeel,  What 
is  the  meaning  of  this  renunciation  of  human  learning  and 
wifdom?  Is  there  any  real  oppofition  between  learning 
and  the  crofs  ?  Would  not  the  legitimate  ufe  of  human 
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Wifdom  lead  us  to  embrace  it  ?  To  this  I  anfwer,  that  it 
Items  to  imply  thefe  three  things. 

(1)  An  admiration  of  the  divine  glory  in  that  which 
bad  not  on  it  any  of  the  marks  of  human  wifdom :  in  con- 
Jequence  of  this,  a  ftedfaft  adherence  to  the  do&rine  of  the 
crofs,  though  thofe  who  were  wife  in  their  own  conceit 
might  be  tempted  to  defpife  it,  and  to  defpife  him  for  its 
fake.  This  great  fcholar,  then,  was  not  unwilling  to  fuffer 
he  derifion  and  contempt  of  other  fcholars  for  his  glorying 
n  the  crofs. 

(2)  It  implies  fuch  a  fuperlative  admiration  of  this  glo- 
bus and  interefting  objedt,  that  all  the  knowledge  he  pof- 
efied,  and  the  honor  he  could  otherwife  acquire,  fecmed 
0  him  unworthy  of  regard  -  his  attention  was  wholly  fix- 
id  upon,  and  his  affe&ions  wholly  engroffed  by,  his  Re- 
leemer's  crofs. 

(3)  It  implied,  that  though  he  certainly  ought,  and  cer- 
ainly  did  ufe  the  noble  parts  and  accomplifhments  of 
vhich  he  was  pofTefTed,  with  zeal  in  his  mailer's  caufe  ; 
ret  he  did  it  with  that  humility  and  felf-denial,  with  that 
loble  contempt  of  vain  embellifhments,  which  fhowed  he 
iras  not  building  a  monument  to  himfelf,  but  feeking  the 
onor  of  his  Saviour.  The  dodtrine  of  the  crofs  fhould  be 
~eated  in  a  manner  fome  how  correfpondent  to  it ;  not 
nxh  a  learned  and  oftentatious  felf-fufficiency,  but  with  a 
leek  and  truly  evangelical  felf-denial. 

Miftake  me  not,  my  brethren :  I  am  not  fpeaking  a- 
ainft  learning  in  itfelf;  it  is  a  precious  gift  of  God,  and 
lay  be  happily  improved  in  the  fervice  of  the  gofpel ;  but 

will  venture  to  lay,  in  the  fpirit  of  the  apoftle  Paul's 
writings  in  general,  and  of  this  paffage  in  particular,  Ac- 
urfed  be  all  that  learning  which  fets  itfelf  in  oppofition  to 
le  crofs  of  Chrift !  Accurfed  be  all  that  learning  which 
ilguifes  or  is  afhamed  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  !  Accurfed  be 
11  that  learning  which  fills  the  room  that  is  due  to  the  crofs 
f  Chrift !  And  once  more,  Accurfed  be  all  that  learning 
rhich  is  not  made  fubfervient  to  the  honor  and  glory  of 
le  crofs  of  Chrift ! 

Well  then,  the  learned  and  eloquent  apoftle  renounced 
ic  wifdom  of  words ;  and  how  do  we  apply  this  in  gene- 
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ral  ?  By  a  fmall  comparative  efteem  of  all  natural  advan- 
tages ;  and  by  thinking  it,  in  the  heart,  a  greater  honor 
and  a  higher  privilege  to  fit  down  at  Chrift's  table,  and  to 
find  acceptance  with  him,  than  to  poifefs  beauty,  wifilom, 
learning,  riches,  and  honors  in  the  higheft  poffible  perfec- 
tion ;  and  may  God  grant  that  every  one  in  this  affembly 
may  be  able  to  fay,  in  fincerity,  that,  in  what  things  he 
thinks  he  excels,  thefe  he  is  willing  to  "  count  Id's  for 
"  Chrift !" 

2.  The  apoftle  would  not  glory  in  his  privileges  as  a 
Jew.  This  we  find  him  affirming  in  many  places  of  his 
writings :  Phil.  iii.  4.  "  Though  I  might  alfo  have  con- 
"  fidence  in  the  flefli.     If  any  other  man  think  that  be 

hath  whereof  he  might  truft  in  the  flefh,  I  more :  Cir- 
cumcifed  the  eighth  day,  of  the  ftock  of  Ifrael,  of  the 
44  tribe  of  Benjamin,  an  Hebrew  of  the  Hebrews ;  as 
u  touching  the  law,  a  Pharifee ;  concerning  zeal,  perfecu- 
"  ting  the  church  ;  touching  the  righteoufnefs  which  is  in 
44  the  law,  blamr lefs."     Toward  the  latter  end  of  the  Jew- 
ilh  commonwealth,  there  was  a  very  prevailing  and  grofs 
miftake  among  them,  to  look  upon  their  external  privileges 
as  entitling  them  to  the  favor  of  God,  and  making  a  dif- 
ference between  them  and  others.     We  have  reafon  to  be 
fenfible,  that  much  of  the  fame  difpofition  is  ready  to  ad- 
here to  men  in  every  age.     But  one  great  defign  of  the 
gofpel  is,  to  level  the  pride  of  man,  to  throw  down  all  dif- 
tin&tion  in  point  of  merit  before  God,  and  to  fhow,  that 
the  power  of  the  Redeemer  is  equally  neceffary  to,  and 
equally  fufficient  for,  all  without  exception  :  Rom.  iii.  22. 
44  Even  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  which  is  by  faith  of  Je- 
44  fus  Chrift  unto  all,  and  upon  all  them  that  believe ;  for 
44  there  is  no  difference."  Rom.  x.  i2%  44  For  there  is  no 
44  difference  between  the  Jew  and  the  Greek  :  for  the  fame 
44  Lord  over  all,  is  rich  unto  all  that  call  upon  him."  Col. 
iii.  11.  "  Where  there  is  neither  Greek  nor  Jew,  circum- 
44  cifion  nor  uncircumcifion,  barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor 
44  free  ;  but  Chrilt  is  all,  and  in  all." 

3.  The  apoftle  did  not  glory  in  his  perfonal  charadter, 
not  even  in  his  zeal  and  adlivity  as  a  minifter  of  Chrill. 
This  appears  through  the  whole  of  his  writings,  where 
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at  particular  pains  to  deftroy  every  foundation  of 
*g  or  gl°rying  in  ourfelves :  Rom.  iii.  24 — 28. 
ig  juftified  freely  by  his  grace,  through  the  redemp- 

that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift  :  whom  God  hath  fet  forth 
e  a  propitiation,  through  faith  in  his  blood,  to  declare 
righteoufnefs  for  the  remiflion  of  fins  that  are  paft, 
ugh  the  forbearance  of  God  ;  to  declare,  1  fay,  at  this 
2  his  righteoufnefs  ;  that  he  might  be  juft,  and  the 
fier  of  him  which  believeth  in  Jefus.  Where  is 
[ling  then  ?  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law  ?  of  works  ? 
' ;  but  by  the  law  of  faith.     Therefore  we  conclude, 

a  man  is  juflified  by  faith,  without  the  deeds  of  the 
,"  Nay,  we  find  that  all  his  public  fervices  he 
ers  as  quite  unfit  fubjefts  of  boafting,  even  when  he 
iged  to  mention  them  for  his  own  vindication  :  1 
:v.  9, 10.  "  For  I  am  the  leaft  of  the  apoftles,  that 
not  meet  to  be  called  an  apoftle,  becaufe  I  perfecuted 
church  of  God-  But  by  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what 
1 :  and  his  grace  which  was  beftowed  upon  me,  was 
in  vain ;  but  I  labored  more  abundantly  than  they 

yet  not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  which  was  with 
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m  perfuaded  that  thofe  who,  from  really  Chriftian 
pies,  ferve  God  in  their  generation  with  the  greateft 
vill  be  moft  ready  to  renounce  all  plea  of  merit  up- 
it  account.  I  have  read  with  pleafure  the  following 
nt  of  the  temper  exprefled  by  John  Knox,  that  emi- 
nftrument  in  the  reformation,  when  he  was  drawing 
o  his  diffolution.  Some  perfon  prefent  mentioned  to 
what  comfort  he  might  now  have  in  his  extraordinary 

and  great  ufefulnefs  in  the  church :  to  whom  he 
red,  M  Forbear  to  puff  up  the  flefh  with  vanity,  to 
ch  it  is  of  itfelf  fufficiently  prone.  The  port  I 
lid  be  in  at,  is  that  of  the  free  grace  of  God,  through 
merits  of  my  bleffed  Saviour."  The  truth  is,  thefe 
it  the  fentiments  which  fhall  not  only  go  with  us  to 
,  but  continue  with  us  to  eternity.  A  deep  fenfe  of 
ming  love,  and  grateful  celebration  of  the  Redeemer's 

is  not  only  the  language  of  the  church  on  earth, 
le  delightful  worfliip  of  the  church  triumphant  iu 
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heaven :  Rev.  v.  n,  12,  13.  u  And  I  beheld,  and  I  heard 
44  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  and 
44  the  bealls  and  the  ciders  *  and  the  number  of  them  was 
44  ten  thoufand  times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thou- 
44  lands ;  faying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
il  that  was  llain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wit 
44  dom,  and  ftrength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blefling. 
41  And  every  creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the 
44  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  fuch  as  are  in  the  fea, 
44  and  all  that  are  in  them,  heard  I,  faying,  Blefling,  and 
41  honor,  and  glory,  and  power  be  unto  him  that  fitteth  up- 
41  on  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever.'* 

II.  We  proceed  now  to  the  second  general  head  of  dif- 
courfe,  viz.  To  confider  what  reafon  every  real  Chrif- 
tian  hath  to  glory  in  the  crofs.  This  indeed  opens  to  us 
a  fuhjetl  of  the  molt  amazing  compafs  and  extent.  Though 
there  is  nothing  here  but  what  is  vile  and  contemptible  to 
an  unbelieving  worldly  mind  ;  by  the  eye  of  faith,  even* 
thing  that  is  wonderful,  amiable,  and  valuable,  is  difco- 
vered  in  the  highelt  perfeftion.  I  cannot  particularly 
enumerate  every  fubjedl  of  glorying  in  the  crofs  ;  and 
therefore  ilmll  juft  point  out  to  you  the  three  following 
fubjetts  of  meditation,  which  though  they  often  run  into 
one  another,  may  be  confidered  in  diftin£t  and  feparate 
lights.  1.  The  glory  of  divine  perfection  fhines  in  it  in 
the  brighteft  manner.  2.  The  riches  of  divine  grace  are 
manifefted  in  it  to  the  mod  alionifhing  degree.  3.  The 
ian£ti  lying  efficacy  of  it  is  fo  tranfeendently  fuperior  to  that 
of  any  other  mean,  as  (hews  it  to  have  been  the  appoint- 
ment of  infinite  wifdom. 

1.  The  glory  of  divine  perfe&ion  fhines  in  it  in  the 
brighteft:  manner.  Would  we  diredlly  contemplate  the 
glory  of  the  invifible  God,  as  it  fhines  in  his  works  and 
ways  ?  let  us  look  upon  the  crofs.  It  hath  been  fome- 
times,  and  very  juflly,  faid  of  the  works  of  God,  that  they 
have  ufually  in  them  fomething  much  more  wonderful 
and  excellent  than  appears  at  firfl  view.  It  hath  alfo  been 
further  obferved,  that,  in  this  refpeft,  there  is  a  complete 
contrail  and  oppofuion  between  the  works  of  the  Creator 
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and  thofe  of  the  creature.  Every  thing  that  flows  from 
God,  the  more  ftriftly  we  examine  it,  and  the  more  per- 
fectly we  knpw  it,  the  more  we  £hall  admire  it ;  but  every 
work  of  the  creature,  the  more  perfe&ly  it  is  known,  the 
more  its  inherent  weaknefs  always  appears.  This  difco- 
vcrs  itfelf,  even  in  comparing  the  produce  of  the  field  with 
the  effects  of  human  art.  Naturalifts  obferve,  that  the 
fineft  and  moft  admirable  human  manufactures,  when 
feen,  as  by  a  finer  fenfe,  with  the  affiftance  of  a  micro- 
fcope,  appears  quite  coarfe  and  irregular ;  but  that  if  you 
look  at  a  pile  of  grafs,  or  any  thing  natural,  with  the  fame 
affiftance,  you  will  fee  fl ill  more  exquifite  and  delicate 
ftrokes  of  the  almighty  operator. 

If  this  is  the  cafe  even  in  the  material  productions  of 
natural  power,  how  much  more  mud  it  be  fo  in  the  un- 
fearchable  myfteries  of  God's  fpiritual  kingdom  ?  In  none 
will  it  hold  more  than  in  this  chief  of  the  works  of  God, 
this  glorious  though  defpifed  objedt,  the  crofs  of  Chrift. 
Here  indeed  the  glory  of  God  appears  in  all  its  luftre.     It 
appears  in  fo  flrong  and  fo  various  lights,  that  the  higheft 
angels  are  employed,  delighted,  and  loft  in  the  contem- 
plation of  it  :   1  Pet.  i.  12.  u  Which  things  the  angels  de- 
fere  to  look  into.''     Eph.  iii.  10.  "  To  the  intent  that 
"  now  unto  the  principalities  and  powers  in  heavenly 
u  places,  might  be  known  by  the  church  the  manifold 
"  wifdom  of  God."     O  what  a  difplay  of  power  in  the 
union  of  God  and  man !  What  an  almighty  arm  was  re- 
quired to  make  thefe  things  meet,  which  were  infinitely 
diftant !  The  Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth  born  of  a 
woman !  the  Self-ex iftent  become  a  feeble  infant !  the 
Lord  of  glory  covered  with  fliame !  The  Judge  of  all  con- 
demned to  fuffer!    The  Audior  of  life   giving  up  the 

ghoft  ! 

What  unfearchable  wifdom  appears  in  finding  a  viftim 
able  to  bear  almighty  vengeance  !  in  finding  a  way  by 
which  fin  might  be  at  once  puniihed  and  pardoned,  jus- 
tice fully  fatisfied,  even  where  mercy  is  extended  !  Little 
wonder  indeed  that  the  angels  defire  to  look  into  this 
Biyftery.  They  had  tafted  the  fruits  of  divine  benignity 
in  the  happinefs  of  innocent  creatures ;  they  had  feen  the 

Vol.  L  3D 


398  Glorying  in  the  Cross* 

glory  of  divine  juftice  in  the  perdition  of  the  rebel -angels; 
but  the  crofs  of  Chriit  was  the  firft  thing  that  difcoveredto 
them  the  glory  of  divine  mercy,  in  pardoning  the  chief  of 
finners,  without  in  the  leaft  obfcuring  the  brightness  either 
of  juftice  or  holinefs,  nay  to  the  illuftration  of  both.  In 
the  crofs  of  Chriit  there  is  a  more  awful  and  penetrating 
view  of  the  juftice  and  holinefs  of  God,  than  could  have 
been  given  by  the  irreparable  deftru&ion  of  the  whole  race 
of  Adam.  And  at  the  fame  time,  his  not  "  fparing  his 
"  own  Son,"  but "  delivering  him  up  for  us  all/1  is  a  more 
aftonifhing  effc£t  of  love,  than  pardon  without  fatisfo&ion 
could  have  been,  had  that  been  a  thing  in  itfelf  poflible. 
There  is  no  end  or  meafure  to  our  views  of  this  fubjeft ; 
but  I  hope  many  of  you  will  now  fay,  with  the  apoftle 
Paul,  what  I  dare  fay  he  has  not  yet  done  repeating  irt 
heaven,  Rom.  xi.  33,  4t  O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of 
44  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God !  how  unfearchable 
44  are  his  judgments,  and  his  ways  paft  finding  out !" 

2.  The  riches  of  divine  grace  are  manifefted  in  the 
crofs  of  Chrift  to  the  moft  aftonifhing  degree.     It  is  not 
merely  a  wonderful  work  of  God,  which  all  his  intelligent 
creatures  may  behold  with  admiration,  but  it  is  a  defign 
in  which  we  ourfelves  have  an  immediate  and  an  infinite 
concern :  For,  Ifa.  liii.  5.  4i  He  was  wounded  for  our 
44  tranfgreffions,  he  was  bruifed  for  our  iniquities ;  the 
44  chaftifement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with 
44  his  ftripes  we  are  healed.'*    O  what  an  amazing  difplay 
of  unmerited  love  !  Every  divine  perfection  indeed  ap- 
pears in  it  very  clearly,  but  chiefly  love.     The  tender 
mercy  of  our  God  predominates,  actuates,  and  reigns 
through  the  whole.     Chrift's  undertaking,  in  general,  is 
the  fruit  and  evidence  of  the  everlafting  love  of  God: 
John  iii.  16.  "  For  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave 
44  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him, 
44  fhould  not  peri(h,but  have  everlafting  life."    Salvation, 
in  the  whole  of  its  purchafe  and  effect,  was  the  fruit  and 
expreflion  of  the  infinite  love  of  Chrift :  Rev.  i.  5,  6. 
44  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  waftied  us  from  our  fins 
44  in  his  own  blood,  and  haih  made  us  kings  and  priefts 
u  unto  God,  and  his  Father ;  to  him  be  glory  and  domi- 
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c!  nion  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen.''  The  believing  foul 
is  never  more  at  a  lofs  than  when  attempting  to  confefs  its 
obligations  to  redeeming  love.  The  human  mind  never 
feels  its  weaknefs  more  than  when  it  attempts  to  conceive, 
or  to  illuftrate,  this  truly  incomprehenfible  fubjeft. 

The  grace  of  redemption  may  be  confidered  and  illuf- 
trated  in  a  great  variety  of  lights :  From  the  greatnefs  of 
the  mifery  from  which  we  are  delivered  ;  for  "  we  are 
11  faved  from  wrath  through  him ;"  From  the  greatnefs  of 
the  happinefs  to  which  we  are  entitled  ;  for  we  are  made 
"  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs  with  Chrift :"  From  the 
guilt  and  unworthinefs  of  the  objedts  of  this  love ;  for  it 
was  "  when  we  were  enemies"  that  "  we  were  reconci- 
41  led  to  God  by  the  death  of  his  Son."  But  befides  thefe 
confiderations,  there  is  more  than  enough  of  divine  mercy 
to  excite  our  wonder  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  the  price  paid 
for  our  redemption. 

Great  fufferings  ufually  melt  the  heart  to  fympathy  and 
tendernefs,  though  we  have  no  immediate  concern  in  them 
at  all :  but  how  much  more  mult  every  fource  of  tender- 
nefs be  opened,  when  we  confider  the  fuflerer  as  an  inno- 
cent perfon,  and  as  fuffering  in  our  room !  Remember  the 
perfon,  remember  the  nature,  remember  the  greatnefs,  re- 
member the  end,  of  his  fuffering ;  the  eternal  Son  of  God, 
the  great  Immanuel,  covered  with  fhame,  dragged  to  an 
unrighteous  tribunal,  not  to  abide  the  decrees  of  juftice, 
but  to  bear  the  effedts  of  blinded  rage !  See  him,  O  (hock- 
ing fight!  blind-folded,  buffeted,  and  fpit  upon,  feverely 
fcourged,  crowned  with  thorns,  arrayed  in  purple,  adored 
in  derilion  !  See  him  nailed  to  the  crofs  !  C)  fhameful,  O 
tormenting,  O  mod  accurfed  manner  of  death  !  Is  it  pof- 
fible  to  conceive  the  grace  of  this  amazing  humiliation, 
this  infinite  condefcenfion  ?  I  would  even  call  it  incredi- 
ble condefcenfion,  but  that  happily  it  carries  upon  it  this 
great  truth,  That  God's  ways  are  not  as  our  ways,  nor  his 
thoughts  as  our  thoughts.  Apply  it  therefore,  O  finner ! 
and  fee  how  it  magnifies  the  love  of  God.  Was  all  this 
abafement,  all  this  fhame,  all  this  fuffering  for  me  ?  and 
fhall  I  not  glory  in  the  crofs  ?  Shall  I  even  glory  in  any 
thing  but  the  crofs  ?  As  it  magnifies  the  divine  power,  as 
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it  magnifies  the  divine  mercy,  fo  it  magnifies  the  finner* 
Is  it  any  Ids  to  our  honor  than  to  his  fhame  ?  We  can 
never  appear  fo  valuable  as  when  our  falvation  is  purcha- 
fed  by  our  Saviour's  dying  groans, 

3.  In  the  lad  place,  The  real  Chriftian  has  reafon  to 
glory  in  the  crofs,  for  its  efficacy  as  a  principle  of  fanfti- 
fication.  This  is  plainly  implied  in  the  claufe  immedi- 
ately following  the  text :  for  "  by  it  the  world  is  crucified 
"  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world."  The  apoftle  certain- 
ly has  this  alfo  in  view,  when  he  celebrates  the  do&rine  j 
of  the  crofs  as  the  wifdom  and  the  power  of  God  untofcl-  \ 
vation.  And  indeed  to  every  believer  the  crofs,  confider- 
ed  only  as  the  truth,  and  as  operating  by  faith  on  the  un- 
derftanding  and  heart,  is  fuch  an  argument  to  duty,  as 
-  there  is  not  another  in  the  whole  compafs  of  human  know- 
ledge that  may  once  be  compared  to  it.  Does  any  thing 
fet  in  lb  ftrong  a  light  the  obligation  of  God's  mod  holy 
law  ?  Does  any  thing  fet  in  fo  ftrong  a  light  the  infinite 
evil  of  fin  I  the  infinite  holinefs  of  God  ?  the  infinite  dan- 
ger of  fin  ?  Mud  not  the  reflection  of  every  believer  be, 
4t  Who  can  ftand  before  this  Holy  Lord  God  ?  If  fuch 
"  things  be  done  in  the  green  tree,  what  fhall  be  done  in 
41  the  dry  ?" 

But  what  is  the  great  fource,  evidence,  fum,  and  per- 
fection of  fanttification  ?  Is  it  not  the  love  of  God  ?  And 
how  fhall  this  be  produced  ?  how  fhall  it  be  preferved  and 
improved,  in  fo  effectual  a  manner,  as  by  believing  vieus 
of  the  crofs  ofChrilt,  the  moft  tender  and  coftly  expreflion 
of  his  love  to  us  ?  1  John  iv.  19.  "  We  love  him ;  be- 
"  caufe  he  firft  loved  us."  How  does  this  fill  the  Chriftian 
with  indignation  againft  fin,  which  he  muft  confider  as 
"  crucifying  him  to  himfelf  afrefh  YJ  &c.  How  does  it 
endear  to  him  his  Saviour's  commands  !  how  does  it  in- 
fpire  him  with  zeal  in  doing  his  will,  and  fortitude  in  ful- 
lering for  his  caufe  !  Will  any  thing  fo  efFe&ually  deter- 
mine us  to  love  our  fellow-creatures,  as  his  command  and 
example  ?  Will  any  thing  fo  effectually  perfuade  us  todif- 
charge  the  moft  impprtant  duties  to  others,  I  mean,  feek. 
ing  their  eternal  welfare,  as  the  value  of  a  precious  foul 
Gftimated  by  the  crofs  ?  Will  any  thing  fo  efle&ually  dit 
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Jttfe  us  to  the  moft  difficult  duties  to  others,  I  mean  meek* 
nefs,  patience  and  forgivenefs,  as  the  great  debt  cancelled 
to  us  by  his  fufferings  on  the  crofs  ?  Is  it  poffible  that  his 
own  words,  in  that  awfi.il  feafon,  can  ever  be  forgotten, 
tt  Father,  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do  ?" 
I  cannot  at  prefent  enlarge  further  on  thefe  views ;  but 
well  might  the  apoftle,  and  well  may  every  Chriftian,  glory 
in  his  Matter's  crofs,  for  the  unfpeakable  benefit  he  re- 
ceives from  it :  For,  i  Cor.  i.  30,  "  Of  him  are  ye  in  Chrift 
"  Jefus,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righte* 
"  oufnefs,  and  fandtification,  and  redemption." 

I  proceed  now  to  make  fome  pra&ical  application  of 
what  hath  been  faid.     And, 

1.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn  what  is 
the  great  and  leading  do&rine  of  the  gofpel,  the  Aim  and 
fubftance  of  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  viz.  the  dottrine  o£ 
the  crofs,  or  Chrift  fufFering  the  wrath  of  God,  to  redeem 
us  from  hell.  This  was  the  great  defign  formed  in  the 
councils  of  peace,  early  intimated  in  the  fir  ft  promife,  gra- 
dually unfolded  in  after  ages,  and  completely  manifefted 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time.  The  Saviour  was  the  fubjeft  of 
the  ancient  promifes,  the  hope  of  the  ancient  patriarchs,  the 
fubftance  of  the  New-Teftament  difpenfation,  and  the 
burden  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  He  faith  of  himfelf, 
Rev.  i.  8,  *  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and 
14  the  ending,  faith  the  Lord,  which  is,  and  which  was, 
14  and  which  is  to  come,  the  Almighty."  On  his  glorious 
chara6ler,  and  precious  blood,  the  infpired  apoftles  delight- 
ed  to  dwell-  Did  they  then  miftake  their  meflage  ?  did 
they  miflead  their  hearers  ?  No ;  it  was,  and  it  (hall  ever 
remain  an  unchangeable  truth,  what  the  apoftle  declares, 
1  Cor.  iii.  ii.  "  For  other  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
!*  than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrift.,> 

On  this  foundation,  every  thing  that  is  agreeable  to  the 
will  of  God,  in  doctrine  or  practice,  muft  be  built-  Every 
other  part  of  the  word  of  God  derives  light  and  beauty 
From  the  crofs ;  every  other  part  of  the  word  of  God  de- 
rives force  and  meaning  from  the  crofs ;  every  other  part 
af  the  word  of  God  derives  life  and  efficacy  from  the  crofs. 
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Let  us  therefore  remember  its  influence  and  value,  qid 
never  lofe  view  of  it.  Let  us  defpife  the  ignorant  re- 
proaches of  thofe  who  (lander  it  as  unfavorable  to  moral 
virtue.  I  dare  not  fay  indeed,  that  it  is  very  favorable  to 
an  ollentatious  parade  of  human  merit;  but  Iamfureit 
is  the  only  way  of  producing  ielf- denied  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  guilt 
and  danger  of  the  enemies  of  the  crofs,  and  at  the  fame 
time  may  learn  who  they  are  who  deferve  this  charafter. 
They  may  be  divided  into  two  diftinft  clafTes :  i.  Thofe 
who  are  enemies  in  principle  to  the  crofs,  who  have  no 
fenfe  of  their  own  unworthinefs,  of  the  evil  of  fin,  or  the 
neceflity  of  an  atonement.  Such  may  fometimes  retaia 
the  name  of  Chriflians,  and  contend  that  they  ought  to 
retain  it,  while  they  oppofe,  with  the  utmoft  virulence  and 
malice,  its  mod  important  and  fundamental  truth.  I 
cannot  think,  without  horror,  on  the  guilt  and  ingratitude 
of  all  fuch  perfons,  and  the  fearful  punifhment  which  they 
(hall  meet  with  at  laft,  when  this  del  piled  Saviour  "  fliall 
ib  come  in  the  clouds,  and  every  eye  fliall  fee  him."  2. 
They  are  alio  enemies  to  this  truth  who  are  governed  in 
temper  and  practice  by  a  fpirit  directly  oppofite  to  that  of 
the  crofs.  The  fhame  and  reproach  which  the  crofs  im- 
plied are  not  fufficiently  attended  to,  nor  the  humility  and 
ielf-denial  necefiary  to  all  thofe  who  would  be  the  follow- 
ers of  a  crucified  matter.  Are  there  not  many  who  will 
have  no  religion  but  what  will  be  pliable,  and  accommo. 
date  itfelf  to  the  maxims  of  the  world  ?  Loaded  with  pru- 
dence, they  are  unwilling  to  break  meafures,  either  wilh 
the  good  or  the  bad.  Dazzled  with  human  pomp,  they 
defpife  every  thing  in  religion,  but  what,  either  in  fub- 
ftance  or  circumllances,  is  grateful  to  human  pride.  Fa- 
fhionable  pra&ices,  however  dangerous  or  vicious,  they 
have  not  courage  to  oppofe-  It  were  well,  if  they  would 
confider  the  ancient  form  of  confeflion  at  baptifm.  Do 
you  renounce  the  devil,  and  all  his  works  ?  I  do.  Do 
you  renounce  the  world,  its  pomps,  its  pleafures,  and  its 
vanities  ?  I  da  And  this  was  not  merely  Heathenifo 
idolatry,  and  ceremonies  of  falfe  worlhip,  but  that  indul- 
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F  vanity,  and  that  gratification  of  appetite,  in  which 
men,  in  every  age,  place  their  fupreme  delight. 
Tiat  hath  been  faid  may  ferve  for  the  fupport  and 
ion  of  real  believers,  under  the  trials  to  which 
expofed  in  the  prefent  flate.  It  is  melancholy  to 
low  frequently,  and  how  eafily,  we  are  unhinged 
ifs  ;  what  difcontent  and  impatience  we  are  apt  to 
•  under  fuffering.  Alas !  my  brethren,  are  you 
imed  of  impatience,  when  you  confidsr  the  un- 
:d  fufferings  of  your  Redeemer  in  your  room  ?  A 
g  view  of  the  Saviour's  crofs,  one  would  think, 
op  every  mouth,  and  compofe  every  murmuring 
Has  he  fuffered  fo  much  for  us  ?  and  fhall  we 
>  fuffer  from  him,  and  for  him  ?  His  fufferings 
nake  us  patient,  as  they  fliew  us  the  evil  of  fin, 
it  we  have  deferved.  Did  we  really  deferve  aveng- 
th  ?  and  fhall  we  dare  to  complain  of  fatherly  cor- 
?  Did  he  fuffer  with  patience  who  did  no  fin  ? 
II  we  complain  who  are  punifhed  lefs  than  our  ini- 
leferve  ?  His  fufferings  fhouid  teach  us  patience, 
they  take  away  the  bitternefs  and  malignity  of  our 
js,  and  turn  them  from  a  poifon  to  a  medicine  : 
exhaufted,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  the  whole  wrath  of 
id  left  nothing  for  us  but  what  is  highly  falutary. 
he  hath  changed  the  nature  of  all  the  fufferings  of 
hath  taken. away  the  fting  of  death,  which  is  the 
11  our  fuffering.  That  blood  which  fpeaks  peace 
wounded  fpirit,  fhoukl  be  a  healing  balm  to  the 
d  bod  v. 

f  all  the  different  kinds  of  fuffering,  if  we  pretend 
in  the  crofs,  we  ought  to  be  lead  afraid  of  the  re- 
rhrown  upon  us  for  adherence  to  our  duty.  To 
the  crofs,  is  indeed  to  glory  in  fliame.  The  form 
flion  ufed  with  regard  to  Peter  and  John,  A£ts  v. 
rery  remarkable.  They  departed  from  the  pre- 
the  council,  rejoicing  that  they  were  counted  wor- 
iffer  fhame  for  his  name.  It  would  greatly  tend 
f  us  againft  this  trial,  if  we  would  lay  up  in  our 
rhat  hath  been  faid  on  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs.  V 
x>flibte  to  avoid  it,  we  mull  needs  fit  down  com- 
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pofediy  under  it  And  if  our  attachment  to  our  gM 
mailer  is  what  it  ought  to  be,  we  will  chearfully  folk* 
Kim  even  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach* 

4.  In  the  last  place,  By  what  hath  been  &id,  you  ftq 
try  your  title  to  fit  down  at  the  Lord's  table,  and  Um 
your  employment  there.  This  ordinance  is  a  feqfiUe  M 
mortal  of  our  Redeemer's  crofs  and  paffion.  It  was  a 
the  crofs  that  his  body  was  broken,  and  his  blood  fhed,  ft 
you.  Are  you  then  to  commemorate  it  ?  You  cam* 
do  lb,  either  in  au  acceptable  or  profitable  manner,  uric 
you  can  join  the  apoftle  in  glorying  in  it.  Have  you  fee 
any  thing  of  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs  of  this  <k$l 
led  objeft  ?  Nothing  fo  taftelefs  and  infipid  to  the  pre* 
and  felf- righteous ;  nothing  fo  delightful  and  refrefhingl 
the  broken  in  heart.  Have  you  feen  any  thing  of  thegk 
ry  of  the  true  God,  in  the  fufferings  of  Chrift  ?  add  en 
you  fay  with  the  apoftle  Paul,  Heb.  ii.  10.  "  It  becami 
41  him,  for  whom  are  all  things,  and  by  whom  are  il 
u  things,  in  bringing  many  fons  unto  glory,  to  make  th 
44  Captain  of  their  falvation  perfeft  through  fufferings.1 
Do  you  fee  the  glory  of  infinite  mercy  in  the  crofs  ?  and 
are  your  hearts  drawn  with  the  cords  of  love  to  him  whc 
44  loved  you,  and  gave  himfelf  for  you  ?"  Have  you  expc 
rienced  the  fanctifying  influence  of  the  crofs  ?  are  yotn 
corruptions  weakened  and  mortified  by  looking  upon  it! 
Is  it  your  unfeigned  defire,  that  they  may  be  finally  dc- 
ftroyed  by  it  ? 

To  draw  to  a  conclufion  of  the  fubjeft :  I  cannot  point 
out  your  duty  to  you  in  a  manner  more  fuited  to  this  day's 
employment,  or  more  proper  for  your  after  fecurity  anc 
comfort,  than  to  turn  the  three  reafons  for  glorying  in  th< 

crofs  iuto  the  form  of  exhortations. 1  befeech  you,  m] 

beloved  hearers,  contemplate  the  glory  of  6od  in  the  crof 
of  Ghrift.  See  him,  infinite  in  power,  infinite  in  wifdora 
infinite  in  holinefs.  You  may  fee  a  faint  emblem  of  hi 
glory  in  the  book  of  nature ;  but  you  can  only  fee  hi 
tranfcendent  majefty  in  the  book  of  God.  And  may  "h 
41  who  at  firft  commanded  the  light  to  fliine  out  of  dark 
'  "  nefs,  fliine  in  your  hearts,  to  give  you  the  light  of  th 
44  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jefo 
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u  Chrid  !" — Adore  and  apply  the  riches  of  divine  grace. 
Let  the  convinced,  fearful,  trembling  (inner,  fly  to  this 
atoning  blood,  reft  his  hope  upon  it,  and  be  fecure. — And 
neglect  not  to  ufe  the  crofs  of  Chrift  for  mortifying  your 
corruptions.  Let  your  views  of  it  now  be  lively  and 
ftrong,  and  carry  the  fame  impreifion  away,  to  be  your 
jreat  prefervative  from  daily  temptation.  Make  no  image 
>f  the  crofs  in  your  houfes  ;  but  let  the  remembrance  of 
it  be  ever  on  your  hearts.  One  lively  view  of  this  great 
)bje&  will  cool  the  flames  of  unclean  luft :  one  lively  view 
>f  this  great  objeft  will  make  the  unjuft  man  quit  his  hold : 
)ne  lively  view  of  this  tremendous  objedt  will  make  the 
ingry  man  drop  his  weapon  :  nay,  one  look  of  mercy 
torn  a  dying  Saviour  will  make  even  the  covetous  man 
open  his  heart.  In  one  word,  believing  views  of  the  crofs 
of  Chrift  will  unite  the  Chriftian  more  and  more  to  a  re- 
conciled God,  will  make  bis  prefence  comfortable,  his 
worihip  delightful,  and  excite  a  humble  longing  for  that 
time  when  we  fhall  fee  him  no  more  through  the  help  of 
thefe  elements,  but  as  he  is  in  himfelf,  exalted  on  his 
throne,  where  his  worihip  and  fervice  are  everlafting. 


Vol.  I. 
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THE  WORLD  CRUCIFIED  by  the  CROSS  of  CHRIST. 


SERMON  9. 


GALATIANS  vi.  14.  laft  claufc. 


By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  unto  tht 

world. 


THE  character  of  a  fervant  of  God  is  fometimes  de- 
fcribed  in  fcripture  by  particular  difpofitions  or  in- 
stances of  obedience,  and  fometimes  by  a  general  view  of 
the  fpirit  that  runs  through  the  whole  of  his  temper  and 
carriage.  Each  of  thefe  ways  has  its  own  advantage  and 
life.  Each  of  them  is  to  be  found  in  its  proper  order  in 
the  holy  fcriptures,  and  (lands  there  as  a  proof  of  their 
fulnefs  and  perfe&ion.  The  whole  of  this  pafiage,  but 
particularly  the  laft  claufe,  upon  which  I  am  now  to  infift, 
is  of  the  general  kind,  and,  in  the  apoftle's  own  example, 
gives  us  a  very  comprehenfive  view  of  what  ought  to  be 
the  temper  and  difpofition  of  every  real  Chriftian  ;  "By 
"  whom/'  that  is,  by  Chrift  crucified,  or,  "  by  which," 
that  is  to  fay,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  "  the  world  is  cruci- 
"  fied  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  world." 

This  defcription  will  ferve,  if  carefully  attended  to,  as 
a  trial  and  touchftone  of  fmcerity :  and,  in  particular,  will 
ferve  to  diftinguifli  real  religion  from  fome  of  its  mod  de- 
ceitful and  plaufible  counterfeits.  At  the  fame  time,  it 
will  furnifli  the  fincere  Chriftian  with  very  important  di- 
redlions  for  his  prefervation  and  improvement,  by  point* 
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ing  out  the  mod  fatal  and  dangerous  rocks  of  temptation, 
which  it  is  his  intereft  to  avoid.  Having  explained  the 
words  in  my  difcourfe  upon  the  former  part  of  the  verfe, 

I  now  only-obferve,  that  the  proportion  contained  in  them 
is  "  That  the  world  is  crucified  to  the  believer,  -end  he  t» 
*'  the  world,  by  the  crofs  of  Chrift.'*  This  naturally  re-' 
folves  itfelf  into  two  parts,  which  I  propofe  to  coofider 
diftinftly,  viz. 

I.  What  is  the  import  of  a  believer's  being  crucified  to 
the  world,  and  the  world  to  him. 

II.  What  influence  the  crofs  of  Chrift  hath  in  producing 
this  effect.     Having  done  this,  I  will, 

HI.  Make  a  practical  improvement  of  the  fubject. 

I.  Fiasr,  then,  we  are  to  confider  the  import  of  a  be- 
liever's being  crucified  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  bint. 
This  Teems  to  deferve  the  greater  attention,  that  through 
the  whole  New  Telrament,  there  is  a  direct  oppofition 
ffated  between  the  world  and  the  diiciples  of  Chrill ;  w 
oppofition  of  character,  an  oppofition  of  intereft,  andi 
continual  conflict  in  confequence  of  both  ;  John  xv.  i8, 
19.  "  If  the  world  hate  you,  ye  know  that  it  hated  me 
"  before  it  hated  you.  If  ye  were  of  the  world,  the  world 
*'  would  love  his  own;  but  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  the  world, 
u  but  1  have  chofen  you  out  of  the  world,  therefore  the 
*'  worid  hateth  you."  In  this  paflage  the  world  teems  to 
be  taken  chiefly  for  the  men  of  the  world,  or  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is,  however,  taken  in  a  more  extenfive  fenfc  in 
the  two  following :  1  John  ii.  15.  "  Love  not  the  world, 
"  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.     If  any  man 

II  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the*  Father  is  not  in  him." 
1  John  v.  4.  "  For  whatfoever  is  born  of  God,  overcometh 
"  the  world :  and  this  is  the  victory  that  overcometh  the 
"  world,  even  our  faith."  Here,  no  doubt,  it  fignifies  not 
only  men,  and  our  hopes  or  fears  from  them,  but  every 
thing  in  the  prefent  life  that  may  be  the  object  of  carnal 
affection,  of  finful  or  undutiful  attachment. 

The  expreflion  in' the  text,  "  The  world  is  crucified  to 
"  me"  is  figurative  ;  but  abundantly  plain,  and  exceed* 
ingly  throng.    It  might  be  confidefcd  very  extenfivcly, 
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and  feveral  things  upon  it  may  probably  afterwards  occur. 
Let  it  fuffice  at  prefent  to  make  two  observations.  1.  This 
intimates  the  fincerity  and  heartinefs  of  the  believer's  op- 
pofition  to  the  world.  It  mufl  be  remembered,  that  cru- 
rifixion  was  a  death  the  mod  painful  and  difgraceful  that 
:onld  poflibly  be  inflidted.  When  this  image  therefore, 
s  borrowed,  and  applied  to  the  believer's  feparation  from 
he  world,  it  implies  not  only  an  indifference  to  it,  but 
he  molt  fovereign  contempt  of  it,  from  the  deepefl  and 
[rongeft  conviftion  of  its  abfolute  vanity.  Nay,  as  no 
>erfons  were  crucified,  but  who  were  hated  as  well  as 
Sefpifedby  their  judges,  to  be  crucified  to  the  world,  im- 
plies an  unfeigned  abhorrence  of  its  pollution,  and  a  dread 
f  being  enflaved  by  it. 

2.  The  fame  thing  intimates  the  perpetuity  and  fixed- 
lefs  of  the  Chriflian's  oppofition  to  the  world.  Thofe  who 
rere  crucified  were  devoted  to  definition,  when  they 
rere  nailed  to  the  tree  ;  they  were  not  only  tormented  for 

feafon,  but  fixed  there  till  death  concluded  the  fcene : 
>  I  apprehend  the  apoftle  intended  to  fignify,  by  this  ex- 
•reffion,  his  final  feparation  from  the  world,  without  the 
raft  hope  or  defire  of  ever  returning  to  it. 

After  taking  this  fliort  and  general  view  of  the  import 
f  the  expreffion,  it  will  be  necefTary  more  diftinftly  and 
illy  to  confider  what  is  implied  in  being  crucified  to  the 
orld.     This  ought  to  be  done  with  the  greater  care,  that 

is  at  once  an  important  and  difficult  duty.  To  be  truly 
rucified  to  the  world,  I  am  afraid  is  exceeding  rare  ;  and 
yen  thofe  who  are  fo  in  fincerity,  upon  the  whole,  are  far 
om  being  fo  in  the  degree  that  they  ought  to  be.  The 
unifhment  of  crucifixion  is  a  ftrong  image,  in  one  par- 
cular,  of  the  believer's  charadter.  Though  it  was  cer- 
ttn  death,  it  was  flow  and  lingering ;  fo  worldlinefs,  in 
lany  perfons,  continues  long  vigorous,  and  dies  y/try 
owly. 

There  is  another  reafon  for  treating  this  fubjeft  with 
ire,  that  men  are  very  apt  to  confider  fuch  expreflions  as 
ctravagant,  and  carrying  matters  an  unreafonable  length, 
fi  flaking  the  nature  of  the  duty,  they  are  neither  con- 
:rned  themfelves  to  pra&ife  it,  nor  will  they  allow  that 
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any  body  elfe  does  lb  in  reality.    I  will  therefore  endeavor 
to  (hew  you,   i.  What  is  not  implied  in  crucifying 
world ;  a.  Wherein  it  immediately  and  properly, 

On  tbejlrsi  of  tbefe,  I  beg  your  attention  to  the 
ing  particulars. 

i.  The  world's  being  crucified  to  us,  does  not  unpif] 
that  there  is  any  evil  in  the  natural  world,  confidertd  ift 
itfelf,  and  as  the  work  of.  God.  The  whole  frame  of  1ft? 
tune,  as  it  was  produced  and  is  preferved  by  God,  and  Aft, 
whole  courfe  of  Providence,  as  coodu&ed  by  him,  sat 
perfeftly  faultlefs.  We  may  even  fay  more,  the  create 
carries  on  it  fuch  an  image  of  its  Maker,  as  the  materUs 
are  able  to  bear.  In  this  view,  it  is  our  duty  to  look  upril4 
the  world  with  reverence,  and  adore  the  glory  of  God  at; 
all  its  parts,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  evil  arifej 
wholly  from  ourfelves,  and  our  difpofition  to  fin.  When  j 
we  fay  a  corrupt  enticing  deceitful  world,  it  is  but  another 
way  of  fpeaking  for  the  corruption  of  the  human  heart. 

2.  It  does  not  imply  that  we  fhould  undervalue  or  be 
infenfible  of  prefent  mercies.  J£very  gift  of  God  is  good, 
if  it  be  received  with  thankfulnefs,  and  ufed  with  fobnety* 
The  more  the  world  is  crucified  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  more 
we  will  difcern  the  goodnefs  of  God,  even  in  common 
mercies.  It  is  matter  of  daily  experience,  and  well  wor- 
thy of  obfervation,  that  thofe  who  idolize  the  world  moft, 
as  an  objed  of  finful  defire,  do  ufually  defpife  the  world 
molt,  as  the  fubjeft  or  ground  of  thankfulnefs  to  God.  A 
voluptuous,  ambitious,  or  envious  perfon,  who  purfucsthc 
world  with  eagernefs,  and  never  thinks  he  has  enough, 
is  commonly  difcontented  and  unthankful.  His  eyes  ait 
fo  willfully  fixed  on  what  be  wants,  that  he  neither  re- 
members nor  values  what  he  already  has.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  felf  denied  and  mortified  GhrilUan,  though  de- 
fpifing  the  world  as  an  objeft  of  purfuit,  is  yet  deeply  fen* 
fible  of  the  kindnefs  of  Providence,  in  his  daily  prefers 
tioji,  or  liberal  provifion,  A  mind  formed  upon  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  gofpel,  may  look  down  with  contempt  upon 
tlie  luftre  of  a  throne,  and  yet  know  the  value,  and  feel  a 
fenfe  of  gratitude  in  the  pofleflion  of  a  crumb. 
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ith  not  imply  that  the  world  is  ufelefs  to  a  be- 
n  with  regard  to  his  fpi ritual  benefit.  It  is  not 
n  that  he  may  have,  but  that  he  will  have,  the 
improvement  of  every  ftate  :  Rom.  viii.  28. 
1  know  that  all  things  work  together  for  good, 
that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  ac- 
to  his  purpofe."  The  fame  mercies  which  make 
nan  infolent,  make  a  good  man  thankful.  They 
id  his  power  of  doing  good  to  others.  You  may 
•  Saviour's  advice,  how  the  world  may  be  pro- 
ployed  :  Luke  xvi.  9.  u  And  I  fay  unto  you, 
>  yourfelves  friends  of  the  mammon  of  unrigh- 
s  ;  that  when  ye  fail,  they  may  receive  you  tn- 
iliing  habitations."  See  alfo  the  account  of  his 
at  the  great  day,  Matth.  xxv.  34. — 36.  "  Then 
;  King  fay  unto  them  on  his  right  hand,  Come, 
:d  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  For  I  was  an 
I,  and  ye  gave  me  meat :  I  was  thirfty,  and  ye 
\  drink :  1  was  a  ftranger,  and  ye  took  me  in : 
and  ye  clothed  me :  I  was  fick,  and  ye  vifited 
was  in  prifon,  and  ye  came  unto  me." 
oes  not  imply  that  we  ought  to  retire  from  the 
ent  or  bufinefs  of  the  world  altogether.  Though 
manifeft  danger  in  being  too  much  involved  in 
is  well  as  too  much  devoted  to  pleafure ;  it  is  an 
the  other  hand,  to  place  religion  in  voluntary  po- 
monkifh  aufterity,  or  uncommanded  maceration 
y.  This  is  not  doing,  but  deferting  our  duty :  it 
cifying  the  world,  but  going  out  of  it ;  it  is  rot 
ng  the  world,  but  flying  from  it. 

us  now  confider,  direftly  and  pofitively,  what 
I  in  the  world's  being  crucified  to  us,  and  we  to  ' 
,    And  that  the  after  illuftrations  may  be  at  once 
Higible  and  more  convincing,  it  will  not  be  im- 

begin  by  faying,  in  general,  that  we  mull  be 
to  the  world  in  thofe  refpedts  in  which  man,  at 
x>ftafy,  fell  away  to  the  world  from  God.  While 
inued  in  innocence,  the  world,  which  in  itfdf 
t  ftain,  was  never  put  to  any  but  a  facred  ule* 
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It  was  then  a  theatre  of  divine  glory,  as  indeed  it  is  full; 
but  not  a  fcene  of  human  guilt,  as  it  is  naw.  It  was  in* 
tended  for  a  place  of  trial,  however,  in  which  man  was 
left  to  the  freedom  of  his  own  will ;  and  therefore  it  was 
capable  of  being  abufed.  Thence  came  that  facrilegious 
attachment  to  the  world,  from  which  it  is  fo  much  our  iru 
tereft  to  be  effectually  delivered.  But  to  explain  this  mat- 
ter a  little  more  at  large,  the  world  mud  be  crucified  to 
the  believer  in  the  following  refpedts  ;  which,  though  1 
confefs  they  all  come  at  laft  to  the  fame  thing,  yet  I  think 
it  is  proper  and  neceflary  to  mention  diftinctly. 

i.  As  it  is  the  subject  and  occasion  of,  or  a  temptation 
to  sin.  It  is  very  plain,  that  however  faultlefs  and  excel- 
lent the  whole  works  of  nature  and  providence  are  in  them- 
felves,  from  the  corruption  of  our  nature  they  become  the 
food  of  carnal  affeftion,  the  fuel  of  concupiscence.  The 
very  liberality  of  Providence,  and  rich  provifion  made 
for  the  fupply  of  our  wants  and  the  gratification  of  our 
appetites,  becomes  a  temptation  to  grofs  fenfuality,  and 
criminal  indulgence.  This  is  well  defcribed  by  the 
apoftle  John,  i  Ep.  ii.  16,  u  For  all  that  is  in  the  world, 
14  the  lull  of  the  fleJh,  and  the  lull  of  the  eyes,  and  the 
"  pride  of  life,  is  not  of  the  Father,  but  is  of  the  world." 
In  this  view,  we  ought  to  hold  it  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence. 
But  how  is  this  to  be  done  ?  By  ferioufly  confidering  the 
unhappy  and  powerful  influence  it  hath  in  foliciting  us  to 
evil.  Inltead  of  being  taken  with  its  charms,  we  ought 
to  dread  their  force,  we  ought  to  be  fenfible  how  unequal 
we  are  to  the  conflict,  and  how  unable,  without  fuperior 
ftrength,  to  keep  ourfelvcs  from  its  pollution. 

Y\Then  we  fee  i>erfons  in  honor  and  power,  and  are 
tempted  to  envy  their  diltinguifhed  rank  in  life,  we  ought 
to  confider  how  naturally  exaltation  tends  to  intoxicate  the 
mind,  how  few  are  able  to  bear  honor  or  reputation  with 
humility,  and  how  little  reafon  we  have  to  confide  in  our 
own  fteadinefs  and  refolution.  When  we  fee  the  fplendor 
of  a  rich  and  affluent  ftate,  we  oupht  to  confider  the  firong 
temptation  which  commonly  ariles  from  riches,  to  con- 
tempt of  God,  oppreflion  of  others,  fenfuality  of  temper, 
and  forgetfulnefs  of  eternity.     Sufter  me,  on  this  fubjectj 
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make  every  man  his  own  reprover.  How  few  are  there 
a  rich  and  affluent  (late,  whofe  conduct  in  the  applica- 
n  of  riches  you  can  wholly  approve !  Are  you  not  con- 
ntly  blaming  them  for  covetoufnefs  and  oppreffion  on 
:  one  hand,  or  prodigality  on  the  other  ?  How  is  it, 
n,  that  you  entertain  no  iufpicion  that  you  yourfelves 
uld  be  led  aftray  by  the  fame  means  ?  Is  not  this  a 
inge  infatuation,  and  blindnefs  to  divine  truth,  even 
ere  every  word  of  the  Spirit  pf  God  is  ratified  by  daily 
perience  ? 

When  we  fee  and  are  tempted  to  envy  the  votaries  of 
afure,  thofe  who  live  delicately  and  fere  fumptuoufly 
xy  day,  we  ought  to  confider  what  a  dangerous  en* 
ring  thing  appetite  ist  how  it  deals  upon  men  infenfi- 
,  and  at  lad  enflaves  them  abfolutely ;  how  hard  it  is 

the  moft  cautious  to  fet  proper  bounds  to  it,  as  well  as 
v  dreadful  and  fatal  the  exceffive  indulgence  of  it.  To 
cify  the  world  then,  as  a  temptation  to  fin,  is  not  to 
ifider  its  charms  by  themfelves,  but  always  in  connexion 
h  their  probable  effe&s.     This  feems  to  have  fuggefted 

wife  and  well-conceived  prayer  of  the  prophet  Agur, 
)v-  xxx.  7,  8,  9.  u  Two  things  have  I  required  of  thee, 
eny  me  them  not  before  I  die.  Remove  far  from  me 
anity  and  lies ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor  riches, 
red  me  with  food  convenient  for  me  :  left  I  be  full,  and 
eny  thee,  and  Iky,  Who  is  the  Lord  ?  or  left  I  be  poor, 
nd  Ileal,  and  take  the  name  of  my  God  in  vain. '     On 

fame  thing  is  founded  the  advice  of  Solomon,  with 
ard  to  the  iin  of  fenfuality  :  Prov.  xxiii.  31.  4*  Look 
ot  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,  when  it  giveth 
is  colour  in  the  cup,  when  it  movedi  itfelf  aright." 
;.  The  world  mult  be. crucified  to  the  believer,  as  it 
dd  be  his  supreme  felicity  and  chief  good.  This  is  no  - 
srwife  to  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  former  confideration, 
1  as  the  general  courfe  and  ftream  of  our  affettions  dif- 

from  particular  a£ts  of  tranfgrefiion.  It  is  very  ne- 
iry,  however,  to  attend  to  it ;  for  there  are  many  un- 
the  habitual  government  of  a  worldly  mind,  who  do 

think  themfelves,  and  who  perhaps  are  not  juftly 
rgeable  with  grofs  acts  of  irregularity  and  excefs.  I 
Tol.  I.  3  F 
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bleed  inwardly  to  think,  how  many  of  the  ordinary  profef- 
fors  of  religion  are  here  included.  How  many  are  there, 
who,  if  confeience  would  be  faithful,  mull  confefs,  that  the 
favor  of  God,  his  worfhip,  his  fabbaths,  his  people,  are  nor 
their  fupreme  delight !  Yet  that  this  is  eflential  to  real  re-' 
ligion,  or  rather  is  the  fubftance  of  all  true  religion,  I  think 
we  have  repeated  affurances  in  the  holy  fcriptures.  It  is 
plain  from  the  language  of  the  Pfalmift,  Pfal.  lxxiii.  25. 
"  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none 
44  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee."  It  is  plain  from 
the  fum  of  the  moral  law,  Luke  x.  27.  "  Thou  flialt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy 
foul,  and  with  all  thy  ftrength,  and  with  all  thy  mind ; 
and  thy  neighbor  as  thyfelf;"  as  alfo  from  that  trying 
paflage,  Matth.  x.  37-  "He  that  loveth  father  or  mother 
more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me ;  and  he  that  loveth 
fon  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me." 
Take  heed  then,  my  brethren,  to  this  important  truth. 
If  the  world  would  keep  its  diftance,  fo  to  fpeak,  it  might 
be  efteemed,  and  ufed,  in  its  proper  place,  and  to  its  pro. 
per  end  ;  but  if  it  will  needs  pretend  to  be  what  it  is  not, 
and  to  promife  what  it  cannot  give,  we  mutt  take  it  for  a 
deceiver,  and  hold  it  in  deteftation.  Your  Maker  form- 
ed you  for  his  own  glory  :  He  mutt  be  the  reft  and  confo- 
lation  of  your  fouls,  or  they  never  fhall  have  reft ;  he  mud 
be  their  happinefs,  or  they  fhall  be  miferable  for  ever.  But 
if  the  world  would  feem  to  be  your  home,  if  it  proroifeth 
you  content  and  fatisfa&ion,  if  the  pofleffion  of  it  is  the 
ultimate  end  at  which  you  afpire,  fo  that  you  do  not  hear- 
tily, and  with  afFettion,  look  any  further,  it  is  ufurping  its 
Creator's  throne  ;  and  therefore  down  with  the  idol,  and 
tread  it  in  the  duft. 

Is  not  this  the  great  queftion  with  regard  to  us  all, 
Whether  the  objefts  of  faith,  or  of  fenfe,  things  prefentor 
things  to  come,  God  or  the  world,  has  the  poffeflion  of  our 
hearts  ?  A  believer  who  will  thankfully  receive  and  ufe 
the  bleflings  of  a  prefent  world  for  their  proper  end,  will 
notwithftanding  hold  it,  and  all  its  pofleflions,  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  of  contempt,  when  compared  with  the  one  thing 
needful.     He  will  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  in  the 


by  tie  Cross  of  Christ.  415 

irefencc  of  an  all-feeing  God,  ((  Lord,  let  me  never  bate 
1  my  portion  in  this  world  only.  The  glory  of  a  throne, 
:  the  mod  inexhauftible  mines  of  gold  and  filver,  without 
thy  favor,  I  would  not  only  defpife,  but  abhor." 
Whence  arifes  this  difpofition  in  the  believer  ?  From  a 
onvi&ion  of  the  unfatisfying  nature  of  all  earthly  enjoy- 
lents ;  from  an  inward  perfuafion  of  this  truth,  That 
;  the  world,  in  its  beft  ftate,  is  altogether  vanity ;"  from 
.  fenfe  of  the  infinite  difproportion  between  the  pofleflion 
if  the  creature,  and  the  favor  of  the  Creator ;  but,  above 
J],  from  a  deep  and  abiding  conviction  of  the  precariouf- 
lefs  and  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  things.  However  un- 
teniable  it  is,  that  the  fafhion  of  this  world  paffeth  away, 
sw  there  are  who  live  under  the  ftrong  and  lively  prac- 
ical  impreffion  of  it.  The  deceived  hearts  of  finners  be- 
icve  the  contrary.  How  well  are  they  defcribed  by  the 
^falmift,  Pfal.  xlix.  n,  12,  13.  "  Their  inward  thought 
'  is,  that  their  houfes  fhall  continue  for  ever,  and  their 
4  dwelling-places  to  all  generations  ;  they  call  their  lands 
4  after  their  own  names.  Neverthelefs,  man  being  in 
(  honor,  abideth  not :  he  is  like  the  beafls  that  perifh. 
4  This  their  way  is  their  folly ;  yet  their  pofterity  approve 
4  of  their  fayings  V9  One  would  think,  nothing  more 
hould  be  neceffary  to  crucify  the  world,  than  to  reflett 
lpon  the  many  defcriptions  given  us  in  the  word  of  God 
>f  its  uncertain  duration ;  PfaL  xxxvii.  35,  36.  "  I  have 
*  feen  the  wicked  in  great  power ;  and  fpreading  himfelf 
4  like  a  green  bay-tree.  Yet  he  paffed  away,,  and  lo,  he 
4  was  not ;  yea,  I  fought  him,  but  he  could  not  be  found." 
[fa-  xl.  6.  "  And  the  voice  faid,  Cry.  And  he  faid,  What 
4  fhall  I  cry  ?  All  flefh  is  grafs,  and  all  the  goodlinefs 
;4  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field."  I  fhall  only  add 
>ur  Lord's  defcription  of  the  fudden  call  of  a  worldly  man 
:o  death  and  judgment ;  Luke  xii.  16, 17,  18, 19,  20,  21. 
4  And  he  fpake  a  parable  unto  them,  faying,  The  ground 
4  of  a  certain  rich  man  brought  forth  plentifully.  And  he 
4  thought  within  himfelf,  faying,  What  fhall  I  do,  becaufe 
4  I  have  no  room  where  to  bellow  my  fruits  ?  And  he  faid, 
4  This  will  I  do ;  I  will  pull  down  my  barns,  and  build 
14  greater ;  and  there  will  I  beftow  all  my  fruits,  and  my 
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"  goods.  And  I  will  fay  to  my  foul,  Soul,  thou  haft  much 
"  goods  laid  up  for  many  years ;  take  -thine  cafe,  eat, 
44  drink,  and  be  merry.  But  God  laid  unto  him,  Thou 
44  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  ihall  be  required  of  thee ;  then 
•4  whofe  flmil  thole  things  be  which  thou  baft  provided  l 
44  So  is  he  that  layeth  up  treafure  for  himfelf,  and  is  not 
44  rich  towards  God." 

3.  The  world  mull  be  crucified,  as  it  pretends  to  be  ne- 
cessary to  our  felicity*  This  is  chiefly  directed  againft 
thofe  who  love  the  world  to  excels,  though  at  the  lame 
time  they  at  lead  pretend  to  love  God  more.  They  fecm 
to  have  chofen  God  as  their  fupreme ;  but  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  they  have  chofen  him  as  their  fufficient  portion. 
The  world  Hill  bulks  fo  much  in  their  eye,  that  they 
know  no  happinefs  or  comfort  of  which  it  makes  not  a 
part.  They  fee,  or  think  they  fee,  the  infufficiency  of  the 
world,  without  the  favor  of  God,  as  a  refuge  when  the 
world  fails;  but  they  can  no  more  reft  fatisfied  in  God 
without  the  world,  than  in  the  world  without  God  1 
have  no  doubt  you  will  be  fenfible  there  are  many  amongft 
us  in  this  condition  :  nay,  I  am  afraid  there  will  be  not  a 
few  within  themfelves  fecretly  jullifying  this  chara&er  and 
conduct.  They  will  fay,  *  Is  it  poflible  to  deny  that  the 
4  world  is  neceilary  to  us  while  we  continue  here  ?  is  it  net 
4  fo  to  you  as  well  as  to  us  ?  and  therefore  why  fhould  it 
4  not  be  regarded  in  this  light  ?' 

To  all  fuch  I  anfwer,  The  world,  in  a  certain  propor- 
tion, is  indeed  neceflary  to  us ;  but  this  proportion  is  not 
to  be  afcertained  by  us.  It  muft  be  left  to  the  difpofal  of 
infinite  wifdom,  without  any  conditions.  When  there  is 
a  divorce  or  feparation  between  the  believer  and  the  world, 
it  is  entire  and  complete,  without  referve  or  limitation. 
He  gives  up  all  as  the  object  of  carnal  affe&ion,  that  he 
may  receive  again,  for  a  nobler  purpofe,  that  nieafure 
which  feems  necefTarv  to  the  fan&ified  will  of  God.  He 
is  juft  in  the  fituation  of  a  man  who,  having  contracted 
obligations  which  he  is  unable  to  difcharge,  has  furrendertd 
his  all  into  the  hands  of  another ;  and  has  no  further  ule 
of  what  was  formerly  his  own,  than  as  much,  or  as  long 
as  ;he  new  proprietor  fhall  think  fit.     I  know  no  image 
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hat  more  properly  reprefents  the  condition  of  the  believer : 
nth  this  difference,  that  in  human  affairs  the  change  is 
ifually  for  the  worfe  ;  but  in  fpiritual  things,  the  renunci* 
lion  is  an  infinite  advantage,  and  the  feeming  lofs  an  un- 
peakable  gain. 
Think  not,  my  brethren,  that  this  is  carrying  matters 

0  excefs.  It  is  what  our  Saviour  exprefsly  requires  of  all 
lat  would  embrace  his  doftrine  :  Luke  ix.  23.  "  And  he 

laid  unto  them  all,  If  any  man  will  come  after  me,  let 
him  deny  himfelf,  and  take  up  his  crofs  daily,  and  fol- 
low me."  It  is  indeed  one  of  the  hard  fayings  of  the 
ofpel.  You  have  heard  it  fometimes  faid,  that  every 
Ihriftian  muft  be  a  martyr  in  refolution  ;  and  doubtlefs 
he  world  is  not  thoroughly  crucified,  unlefs  our  attach- 
rtent  to  every  worldly  enjoyment,  without  exception,  be 
b  broken,  that  we  are  ready  to  refign  it  whenever  God, 
n  his  Providence,  fhall  fee  fit  to  demand  it.  We  have 
xi  excellent  leffon  to  this  purpofe,  in  the  trial  to  which 
wr  Saviour  put  the  young  man  in  the  gofpel,  with  a  de- 
*nt  and  regular  profeflion  :  Matth.  xix.  21,22.    4*  Jefus 

1  faid  unto  him,  If  thou  wilt  be  perfett,  go  and  fell  that 
1  thou  haft,  and  give  it  to  the  poor,  and  thou  (halt  have 
1  treafure  in  heaven :  and  come  and  follow  me.  But 
1  when  the  young  man  heard  that  faying,  he  went  away 
1  forrowful ;  for  he  had  great  pofleffions."  To  crucify 
he  world,  then,  is  to  count  no  worldly  enjoyment  what- 
iver  neceffary,  either  to  our  prefent  comfort,  or  everlafting 
tappinefs,  but  to  put  an  abfolute  and  unfhaken  confidence 
nthe  wildom  and  goodnefs  of  a  reconciled  God.  This  is 
:xcellently  expreffed  by  the  prophet  Habakkuk,  chap.  iii. 
:y9  18.  4fc  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  blofibm,  neither 
1  ihall  fruit  be  in  the  vines,  the  labor  of  the  olives  fhall 
1  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  fhall  be 
1  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the 
1  flails  :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the 
1  God  of  my  falvation." 

4.  In  the  laft  place,  The  world  muft  be  crucified,  as  it 
s  a  separate  and  independent  good,  without  its  due  rela- 
ion  to  God.  God  himfelf  alone  is  independent.  All  other 
hings  itand  in  an  infeparable  relation  to  him,  and  fhoulu 
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be  ufed  in  fubfervicncy  to  his  honor :  "  For  of  him,  and 
44  through  him,  and  to  him,  are  all  things.'9  Every  ra- 
tional creature,  who  continues  in,  or  return  to  his  duty, 
difcerns  this  relation,  and  maintains  this  fubferviency.  It 
was  the  firlt  idolatry  and  facrilege,  to  break  the  ties  that 
join  the  Maker  to  his  works,  and  love  the  creatures  for  its 
own  fake.  But  he  that  is  crucified  to  the  world,  will  con- 
fider  every  earthly  enjoyment  as  the  gift  of  Cod :  he  will 
confefs  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  bellowing  it,  and  will  obey 
the  command  of  God  in  the  ufe  and  application  of  it 
That  this  is  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian,  is  plain  from  the  ge- 
neral drain  of  the  holy  fcriptures ;  and  particularly  from 
this  exprefs  and  pofitive  declaration,  i  Cor.  x.  31.  "  Whe- 
44  ther  therefore  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatfoever  ye  do,  do 
"  all  to  the  glory  of  God." 

The  world,  then,  as  a  feparate  independent  good,  or 
as  a  mere  gratification  of  carnal  defire,  is  to  be  crucified. 
It  was  not  given  us  for  fo  low  a  purpofe  as  the  indulgence 
of  appetite,  but  for  nobler  ends.     But  perhaps  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  myllic  writers  have 
railed  a  variety  of  improper  queftions  on  this  fubjeft. 
Some  have  affirmed  the  uniawfulnefs  of  tailing  any  of  the 
fweetnefs  of  created  enjoyments  more  than  was  barely 
neceffary  for  fubfiitence.     It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  it  muftbe 
very  hard,  in  many  fuch  cafes,  to  fix  the  bounds  between 
ncceflity  and  convenience,  ufe  and  pleafure :  hence  the 
confcience  is  involved  in  unfpeakable  and  endlefs  perplex- 
ity.    Upon  this  I  would  obferve,  that  the  general  refer- 
ence of  all  things,  even  common  aftions,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  is  fufficiently  and  clearly  eftabliflied  upon  the  paf- 
fage  of  fcripture  above  mentioned.  But  in  order  to  do  this 
in  the  moit  profitable  manner,  fome  fubordinate  ends  alfo 
mull  be  confidered :  and  therefore,  not  only  what  is  ne- 
ceffary to  health  and  comfort  mull  be  ufed  with  this  view, 
but  the  enjoyment  of  many  of  the  creatures  may  be  allow- 
ed as  the  fruits  of  divine  bounty,  and  tending  to  infpire  an 
habitual  chearfulnefs  and  gratitude  to  God. 

I  fhall  conclude  with  giving  you  thefe  two  general  rules 
to  be  obferved  in  the  enjoyment  of  outward  mercies. 
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1.  That  we  have  greater  reafon  to  guard  againft  fins  of 
excefs  and  intemperance  than  of  abitinence.  The  firft 
are  unfpeakably  more  common  and  prevalent  than  the 
other :  they  always  have  been  fo,  and  are  always  likely 
to  be  fo.  If  fome  few  have  gone  into  fuperftition,  by  ex- 
traordinary mortification,  thoufands  have  been  betrayed 
into  (in,  and  at  lad  brought  to  perdition,  by  the  charms 
of  a  fenfual  life. 

a.  If  any  are  in  danger  of  erring  on  the  oppofite  fide, 
the  way  to  difcover  when  we  are  going  wrong,  is  to  con- 
fider,  whether  the  mortification  renders  us  more  fpiritual, 
and  more  attive,  or,  by  excefs  of  fcrupulofity,  we  are 
con  fuming  our  time,  and  negledling  our  duty.  The  de- 
ceits of  Satan  are  very  fubtle  :  he  fills  fome  perfons  with 
fo  many  doubts  upon  every  particular,  that  they  are  like 
one  who  makes  little  progrefs  in  his  journey,  from  con- 
tinual uncertainty,  and  frequent  Hopping  to  enquire  the 
way.  It  is  certainly  far  better  to  carry  on  the  general 
ends  of  God's  glory,  and  point  to  this  as  our  ultimate  pur- 
pofe,  than  every  now  and  then  to  entangle  and  embarrafs 
ourfelves  with  queftions  of  little  moment. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  fecond  general  head,  I  fhall 
finifli  this  difcourfe  by  a  few  obfervations  for  the  improve- 
ment  of  what  hath  been  already  faid.     And, 

1.  From  what  hath  been  faid  upon  this  fubjeft,  you 
may  learn  the  great  importance  of  the  duty ;  that  it  is  the 
diftinguifhing  char  after  of  a  real  Chriitian,  to  be  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  him.  Alas !  how  many 
deceive  themfelves  in  this  particular !  How  many  fatis- 
fy  themfelves  with  a  name  to  live,  when  they  are  dead ; 
with  a  form  of  godlinefs,  while  they  deny  the  power  there- 
of! How  many,  with  a  decent  and  regular  outward  pro- 
feffion,  are  yet  wholly  devoted  to  the  world !  Their  me- 
ditation dwells  upon  it ;  their  affections  centre  in  it ;  their 
care  is  bellowed  upon  it ;  and  their  delights  entirely  flow 
from  it.  Let  it  be  confidered,  that  there  is  nothing  more 
contrary  to  true  religion.  The  world,  or  created  good,  is 
the  great  competitor  with  God  for  the  heart.  All  the  ho- 
nor and  efteem  that  is  given  to  it  is  taken  from  God.  AH 
the  fervice  and  obedience  that  is  bellowed  upon  it  is  refu- 
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fed  to  God.*  Call  to  mind  fome  of  the  pafiages  of  fcrip. 
ture  referred  to  in  the  preceding  difcourfe ;  particularly 
the  following:  i  John  ii.  15-  %4  Love  not  the  world,  nci- 
44  ther  the  things  that  are  in  the  world.  If  any  man  love 
44  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 

My  dear  brethren,  there  are  many  who  would  look 
with  contempt  or  indignation  on  thole  who  are  guilty  of 
particular  fcandalous  and  di graceful  fins,  for  example,  on 
a  profane  fwearer,  drunkard,  or  unclean  perfon,  while  yd 
they  themfclves  arc  as  much  wedded  to  the  world,  and 
have  as  great  an  inward  averfion  at  the  pradtice  of  piety, 
and  the  power  of  the  fpiritual  life,  as  any  of  thein  all. 
Other  fins  are  but  die  body  or  the  members  :  worldlinefs 
is  the  foul  and  fpirit  of  irreligion.  Other  fins  are  but  the 
acts  or  expreflions,  worldlinefs  the  inward  principle  that 
gives  them  life. 

How  important  a  part  this  is  of  the  ChrifHan  charaflcr, 
will  plainly  appear  from  thefe  two  confiderations :  1. 
Worldlinefs  may  be  itfelf  the  principle  which  relirains 
men  from  many  other  fins.  A  deiire  of  reputation,  a  de- 
light in  the  efteem  of  others,  is  often  the  caufe  of  outwaril 
decency  ;  nay,  it  is  not  feldom  the  caufe  of  apparent  zeal 
and  eminent  hypocrify.  2.  There  may  be  as  great  ade- 
gree  of  worldlinefs  with,  as  without  a  profeflion  of  piety. 
Men  may  retain  a  form  of  godlinefs  chiefly  to  fet  them- 
felves  free  from  the  reproofs  of  confeience,  that  their  pre- 
lent  enjoyments  may  have  the  higher  relifh.  Nay,  I  can- 
not helpobferving,  that  though  covetoufnefs  is  one  of  the 
grofs  fins  mentioned  in  fcripture,  as  entirely  fubverfive  of 
religion,  there  is  fcarcely  any  fin  that  can  be  carried  to 
luch  a  degree,  without  calling  off  the  profeflion  of  it.— 
Hence  it  plainly  appears  how  important  a  part  of  the  cha- 
radter  of  a  real  Chnilian  it  is  to  be  crucified  to  the  world. 
Without  this  the  founded  principles,  and  the  ftri&eft  pro- 
feflion, will  avail  nothing ;  for  they  that  are  "  Chilli's, 
ifc  have  crucified  the  flelh,  with  its  affections  and  lulls." 

2,  From  what  hath  been  faid  you  may  fee,  not  only 
the  importance,  but  the  great  extent  of  the  duty.  The 
world  itfelf,  and  all  that  is  therein,  in  die  fenfe  formerly 
explained,  mull  be  crucified.     That  you  may,  in  fome 
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meafune,  conceive  the'  extent  of  this,  confider  tHe  com- 
mon divifion  of  worldly  enjoyments,  viz.  riches,  honors 
and  pleafurcs.  All  thefe,  without  exception,  and  all 
thefe  equally,  mull  be  denied  by  the  Chriftian.  You 
fhall  often  fee,  that  the  covetous  man  will  defpife  and  hate 
the  prodigal,  and  even  exprefs  the  greateft  zeal  againft 
riot  and  extravagance  of  every  kind.  Thfc  fenfualift,  on 
the  other  hand,  defpifes  the  mifer,  as  glued  to  the  world, 
and  a  flave  to  the  mod  fordid  of  all  human  paffions.  And 
the  ambitious  man,  eager  in  the  purfuit  of  honor  and  dig- 
nity, vainly  conceives  himfelf  fuperior  to  both.  But 
they  are  all  equally  oppoflte  to,  and  inconfiftent  with  the 
fpirit  of  the  gofpel.  If  your  fupreme  delight,  if  your  por- 
tion and  happinefs  is  here,  it  is  of  little  cortfequence  whe- 
ther your  hearts  are  fet  upon  "  the  luft  of  the  flefli,  the 
"  luft  of  thd  eye,  or  the  pride  of  life."  It  is  with  the  foul 
av  with  the  body :  there  are  many  different  difeafes  taking1 
place  in  different  parts,  and  (hewing  thtmfelves  by  dif- 
ferent fymptoms,  but  which  will  equally  end  in  death  as 
their  effeft. 

■  3.  You  may  hence  learn  the  difficulty  of  the  duty ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  live  in  the  world ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  poffefs  the  world ;  to 
be  crucified  to  the  world,  and  yet  to  have  a  great  part  of 
Our  thoughts  and  love  neceffarily  employed  about  the 
world.  The  temptation  is  ever  prefent,  and,  through  the 
corruption  and  treachery  of  our  own  hearts,  fatally  flrong. 
Ought  we  not  hence  to  infer  the  abfolute  neceffity  of  con- 
tinual  vigilance,  and  continual  prayer  ?  continual  vigi- 
lance in  our  duty,  and  jealous  of  every  temptation  that 
may  be  in  danger  of  diverting  us  from  it  ?  continual  pray- 
er to  the  Father  of  lights,  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  for  fuper- 
natural  ftrength  ?  Every  exercifed  Chriftian  knows  from 
experience  the  danger  of  the  world  as  an  enemy,  and  hoW 
hard  it  is  to  keep  fuch  clear  views  of  the  things  of  eternity, 
as  to  be  preferved  from  an  undue  and  finful  attachment  to 
the  things  of  time.  The  world  is  dangerous  even  to  thofe 
who  maintain  an  habitual  jealoufy  of  it,  andhold  it  as  an 
enemy :  how  much  more  muft  it  be  ruinous  and  fatal  to 
Vol.  I.  3  G 
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thofe  who  love  and  profecute  it  as  the  objaftaf  thcfa-cfckt 
define* 

.  4. 1  fliall  now  conclude,  by  improving  thia  fdbja&fcv 
the  purpofe  of  reexamination.  *And  finely  no  fate 
hearer  wiU  be  beckwani  to  bring  himfe^^ 
beloved  hearers  I  fpeak  to  all  of  every  rank,  highandfa^ 
rich  and  poor,  learned  and  untaurmd,  who  profefa  tab* 
thenameofGhriftians:  Are  you,  or  are  you  not,  crucified 
to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  you  ?  All  real  believers  s* 
fa.  If  you  are  not,  your  riches  or  your  poverty,  ytoarhfr 
nor  or  your  lhame,  your  regular  behavior,  or  even  year 
seal  far  public  duties,  will  avail  you  nothing  in  die  *f 
of  drift's  appearance.  I  am  fenfibte,  that  the  decifionof 
die  qoeftion,  Whether  you  are,  or  are  not,  crucified  la 
the  world?  may  often  be  attended  with  no  little  dificrity* 
I  will  therefore,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  endeavor  to  affift  yoa 
ki  the  trial.  For  which  purpofe,  I  beg  your  attention  to 
the  following  obfervations : 

i.  You  are  crucified  to  the  world,  if  you  do  not  ha- 
bitually allow  your  thoughts  to  dwell  upon  it,  and  your 
deiires  to  run  out  after  it.  The  crofs  was  an  abhorred 
obje&,  which  no  body  could  look  upon  with  delight— 
Worldlinefs  is  often  as  much  difcovered  by  our  defiles 
after  what  we  have  not,  as  by  the  ufe  or  employment  of 
what  we  have.  There  are  many  whofe  great  delight 
feems  to  arife  from  the  fond  expectations  they  entertain  of 
worldly  happinefs  to  come :  nay,  there  are  many  who  are 
fo  flothful  as  not  to  purfue  the  world,  and  yet  feed  them* 
felves  with  the  very  imagination  of  it  Their  thoughts, 
and  even  their  language,  conftantly  runs  upon  idle  fancies, 
and  romantic  fuppoutions  qf  the  happinefs  they  fhould 
enjoy,  were  they  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftate.  Now,  my  bre- 
thren, he  that  is  crucified  to  the  world  will  make  confei- 
ence  of  reftraining  thefe  irregular  defires  ;  and,  from  a 
deep  convi&ion  of  the  vanity  of  the  world,  will  find  little 
pleafure  in  the  contemplation  of  it. 

2.  Your  being  crucified  to  the  world  will  appear  in  the 
moderation  of  your  delight  and  complacency  in  what  you 
poflefs  of  it.  You  will  not,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  give  your* 
felves  up  to  it,  but  will  always  qualify  the  enjoyment  of 
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it  by  t  reflection  upon  its  vanity  in  itfelf,  and  its  fhort 
duration  as  to  any  connexion  we  fhall  have  with  it.  We 
■re  ready  to  pity  the  weaknefs  of  children,  when  we  fee 
them  apply  themfelveswith  fo  much  eagemefs  to  trifles, 
and  fo  greatly  delighted  with  their  amufements  and  enjoy- 
ments. A  parent,  looking  on  them  when  hotly  engaged 
it  play,  will  be  at  once  pleafed  to  fee  them  happy,  and  at 
the  fame  time  filled  with  a  tender  commiferation  of  their 
want  of  reflection.  Something  of  the  fame  view  one  cru- 
cified to  the  world  has  of  all  earthly  enjoyments.  Many 
a  grown  perfon  will  fmile  at  the  play  of  children,  while  he 
himfelf  is  perhaps  as  eagerly  engaged  in  the  fchemes  of 
ambition,  in  political  ftruggles,  and  contefts  for  power ; 
which  are  often  as  great  trifles  as  the  play-things  of  chil- 
dren, only  that  they  are  the  play-things  of  men. 

3.  You  are  crucified  to  the  world  if  you  have  low  hopes 
and  expectations  from  it.  It  is  hope  that  ftirs  us  up  chief- 
ly to  action  in  all  our  purfuits.  And  fo  long  as  we  en- 
tertain high  thoughts  of  what  the  world  will  afford  us  in 
fome  after-feafon,  we  are  not  crucified  to  it.  There  is  a 
common  proverbial  faying,  u  If  it  were  not  for  hope,  the 
"  heart  would  break :"  juft  fo,  when  our  hopes  from  the 
world  are  deftroyed,  the  heart  of  the  old  man  is  broken. 
We  are  exceeding  ready  to  think,  that  were  fuch  or  fuch 
a  difficulty  or  uneafinefs  removed,  could  we  obtain  fuch 
or  fuch  an  advantage  in  view,  we  would  be  happy.  But 
there  is  always  a  deception  at  bottom.  We  vainly  think, 
that  happinefs  arifes  from  the  creature;  but  he  that  is 
crucified  to  the  world  judges,  by  pail  experience,  that  it 
hath  little  comfort  to  give ;  and  therefore  he  will  place  but 
little  dependance  upon  it. 

4.  He  is  crucified  to  the  world  who  hath  truly  fubdued 
all  invidious  difpofitions  towards  the  pofleffion  of  it.  There 
are  many  who  feem  to  have  little  comfort  from  their  own 
enjoyments ;  but  there  is  reafon  to  fear,  that  it  arifes  not 
fo  much  from  felf-denial,  as  from  difcontent.  The  world 
may  be  (aid  to  be  crucified  to  them,  but  they  are  not  cru- 
cified to  the  world.  It  is  by  this  that  worldlinefs  expref- 
fes  itfelf  chiefly  in  the  lower  rank  of  life.  Thofe  who 
ire  obliged  to  live  moderately  and  hardly,  from  mere  penu- 
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ry,  often  fliew,  by  their  carriage  and  language,  that  thef 
hive  as  much  fenfuality  in  their  hearts,  as  thofe  who  in- 
dulge their  irregular  defires  to  the  greateft  excels.  Ik 
be  that  is  crucified  to  the  world,  not  only  fees  all  its  pomp 
and  fplendor  in  others  without  repining,  but  will  often  be- 
llow a  thought  of  compafikm  upon  die  great,  for  the  en- 
1'naring  circumftancss  in  which  they  are  placed  with  re- 
gard  to  their  fouls.  And  furely  they  are  of  all  others  raft 
to  be  pitied.  May  the  Lord,  in  mercy,  convince  them  4 
their  danger;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  preserve  his  own 
people  from  being  led  aftray  by  their  influence  and  a- 
ample. 


C     4*5     3 


THE  WORLD  CRUCIFIED  by  the  CROSS  or  CHRIST. 


SERMON  10. 


GALATIANS  vi.  14-  laft  claufe. 

By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  unto  the 

world. 

1  NOW  proceed  to  the  fecend  thing  propofcd,  which 
was,  To  Ihow  the  influence  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  in 
crucifying  the  world.  This,  my  brethren,  deferves  your 
moil  ferious  attention,  as  pointing  you  to  the  great  and 
vital  principle  of  the  Chriftian's  fanAification,  the  true 
and  only  fource  of  fpiritual  comfort  and  peace.  The  crofs 
of  Chrift  is  always  confidered  in  the  apoftolic  writings  as 
an  objett  of  the  higheft  dignity  and  merit ;  and  the  believer 
is  there  taught  to  fpeak  of  it  in  expreffions  of  the  warmed 
attachment  and  regard.  Witnefs  the  words  of  the  text  it- 
felf,  in  the  preceding  claufe :  "  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
44  glory  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift."  We 
may  perhaps  be  eafily  induced,  in  a  time  of  external  qui* 
ctnefs  and  peace  to  adopt  this  fentiment  as  an  opinion,  or 
to  ufe  it  as  a  form  ;  but  happy,  and  only  happy,  thofe  in 
whom  it  dwells  as  an  ever  prefent  truth,  and  operates  as  a 
daily  governing  principle !  < 

Taking  the  fubjeft  in  great  latitude,  I  might  obferve, 
that  the  crofs  of  Chrift  being  the  price  paid  for  the  bleff- 
ings  of  falvation  in  general,  every  illuminating  difcovery 
in  the  mind,  and  every  gracious  afltftion  in  the  heart, 
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which  ire  the  work  pf  the  divine  Spirit,  may  be  juffly  *  I 
fcribedjo  it    But  I  propofe,  at  this  time,  to  ccnfiferit  1 
finely  as  an  objecfc  of  faith,  and  co  fliew  how  the  firm  per*  1 
fuafion  and  frequent  recolh&ion  of  this  great  truth  teodi  j 
to  crucify  the  world  to  us,  and  us  to  the  world ;  the  svtteti 
that  we  find  elfewhere  our  victory  over  the  world  afcribti) 
to  faith,  and  this  faith  particularly  terminating  on  die  Sou 
of  God :  z  John  v.  4,  5.  "  For  whatfover  is  born  of  God,  ' 
"  ovcrcomcth  the  world :  and  this  is  the  yittory  that  o? cr- 
"  cometh  the  world,  even  our  faith.    Who  is  he  that  over- 
44  cometh  the  world,  but  he  that  believeth  that  Jefus  is  the 
«  Son  of  God  ?"  For  the  further  illuftration  of  this  fubjeO, 
4&  then,  let  us  obferve, 

z.  That  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  world,  ask 
gives  us  an  immediate  and  ftriking  view  of  die  mortality 
of  our  nature,  as  well  as  the  original  and  general  cade  of 
this  mortality.    The  vanity  of  created  things  is  in  nothing 
more  manifeft,  than  in  their  precarious  nature,  particu- 
larly our  own  tendency  to  the  duft,  by  which  all  earthly 
relations  fhall  be  fpeedily  and  entirely  diffolved.     In  this 
view,  indeed,  you  may  fay,  that  the  death  of  any  Other 
perfon,  ficknefs,  and  all  its  attending  fymptoms,  or  a  fa- 
neral,  with  its  mournful  folemnities,  tends  to  crucify  the 
world  :  and  moft  certainly  they  do.     But  there  is  force- 
thiag  ilill  more  in  the  crofs  of  Chrift.     There  we  fee,  not 
only  the  death  of  our  nature  but  the  death  of  the  Son  of 
God  in  our  room.     There  we  are  carried  back  to  a  view 
of  the  great  caufe  of  the  univerfal  reign  of  the  king  of  ter* 
rors,  fin.     Sin  firlt  brought  death  into  the  world;  and 
this  made  it  neceflary  that  Chrift  u  fhould  tafte  of  death 
44  for  every  man,"  that  we  might  be  reftored  to  fpiritual 
life.     Mortality,  therefore,  is  written  in  the  moft  legible 
characters  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift.     Nay,  the  curfe  of  crea- 
tion itfelf  is  written  upon  the  crofs  of  Chrift.     We  cannot 
look  upon  it,  therefore,  in  a  ferious  manner,  without  being 
deeply  affe&ed  with  the  doom  which  we  ourfelves  have 
ftill  to  undergo :  "  Duft  thou  art,  and  to  duft  thou  {halt 
€'  return."    It  is  impoflible  to  avoid  knowing  that  we  muft 
die ;  but  thofe  only  difcover  the  moment  of  this  truth,  who 
ice  its  procuring  caufe.    Thofe  only  have  juft  and  abiding 
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impreffions  of  the  fpeedy  approach  of  natural  death,  who 
sire  filled  with  concern  for  their  own  deliverance  from  the 
power  of  the  fecond  death. 

2.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  world  to  a  believer, 
is  it  (hews  him  how  little  he  deferves  at  the  hand  of  God. 
Believers  on  the  crofs  of  Chrift  fee  him  (landing  in  their 
room,  and  bearing  the  wrath  of  an  offended  God,  which 
was  their  due.  When  this  is  not  only  profeffed  with  the 
mouth,  but  received  into  the  heart,  it  gives  a  deep  convic- 
tion of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  lays  the  (inner  proftrate  in  hu- 
mility and  felf-abafement.  Mull  not  this  greatly  weaken 
and  mortify  all  worldly  affeftion,  which  takes  its  rife  from 
pride  and  felf-fufHciency  ?  It  is,  if  I  may  fpeakfo,  a  fort 
of  claim  and  demand  upon  Providence,  as  if  fomething 
were  due  to  us.  Worldly  perfons,  in  profperity,  not  on- 
ly  cleave  to  the  world  as  their  portion,  but  may  be  faid 
to  aflert  their  title  to  it  as  their  property.  The  fame  in- 
ward difpofition  may  be  difcovered  by  their  carriage  in  the 
oppofite  date.  When  their  fchemes  are  broken,  and  their 
hopes  blafted,  by  repeated  difappointments,  or  when  their 
pofleflions  are  taken  from  them  by  unexpected  ftrokes, 
they  refill  and  rebel  with  impatience  and  indignation,  as 
if  fome  perlbn  had  done  them  wrong. 

But  when  men  are  fenfible  that  they  deferve  nothing  at 
tjie  hand  of  God,  this  mortifies  their  earthly  defires,  and 
puts  their  complaints  to  filence.  See  how  Job  expreffes 
himfelf  after  all  his  calamities,  as  fenfible  that  he  had  loft 
nothing  of  his  own,  chapter  i.  21.  "  Naked  came  I  out  of 
ct  my  mother's  womb,  and  naked  (hall  I  return  thither  : 
u  the  Lord  gave,  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  blefled 
lc  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  Let  me  fpeak  of  this,  my 
brethren,  as  a  gracious  difpofition,  which,  alas  !  is  too 
often  but  weak,  yet  furely  hath  place  in  the  heart  of  every 
child  of  God.  Let  me  fuppofe  him  convinced,  that  he  is 
unworthy  of  the  lead  of  all  God's  mercies ;  will  he  not 
keep  his  pofleflions  the  more  loofely,  and  will  he  not  quit 
his  hold  the  more  eafiiy  ?  But  where  (hall  we  learn  real 
felf-abafement  fo  well  as  from  the  crofs  ?  where  (hall  we 
learn  how  little  we  deferve  that  is  good,  fo  well  as  in  that 
place  which  (hews  we  have  indeed  deferved  every  thing 
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that  is  evil  ?  where  fliall  we  learn  to  make  moderate  de- 
mands of  created  mercies,  but  where  we  fee,  that  not  on- 
ly the  creature,  but  life  itlelf,  was  forfeited  by  our  guilt? 
Let  me  fuppofc  a  condemned  criminal  carried,  with  ma- 
ny others,  to  a  fcaffold,  there  receiving  a  pardon,  and 
witnefiing,  in  the  execution  of  others,  what  was  the  fen- 
tence  of  the  law  upon  himfelf ;  will  he,  at-  this  inftant, 
think  you,  be  impatient  or  thankful  ?  Will  he  be  jealous 
of  the  honor  or  retpeft  paid  to  him  ?  will  he  quarrel  about 
the  dignity  or  convenience  of  the  place  afligned  to  him  ? 
No  furely.  Loft  in  the  confideration  of  the  fete  he  has 
efcaped,  and  the  favor  he  has  received,  he  will  pay  little 
regard  to  matters  of  fmall  comparative  importance.  Juft 
fo  the  Chriftian,  placed  by  faith  at  the  foot  of  the  croli, 
deeply  moved  by  a  difcovery  of  the  wrath  of  God,  which 
he  had  deferved  to  fuffer  to  eternity,  and  taking  an  imme- 
diate view  of  what  his  Redeemer  fuffered  to  deliver  him 
from  it,  will  be  little  thoughtful  of  the  world,  or  any  of 
its  enjoyments. 

3.  The  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  world,  by  reverfing 
all  worldly  maxims,  and  (hewing  of  how  light  eftimation 
worldly  greatnefs  is  in  the  fight  of  God.  So  long  as 
worldly  maxims  prevail,  and  worldly  greatnefs  is  in  high 
efteein,  the  crofs  of  Chrift  is  a  defpifed  objedt-  But  fo 
foon  as  this  objedl  acquires  bulk  and  value  in  the  believ- 
er's  eye,  by  being  taken  for  what  it  really  is,  the  world  is 
difgraced  in  its  turn.  It  pleafed  God,  in  his  infinite  wif- 
dom,  for  the  falvation  offmners,  to  fend  his  own  Son  in- 
to the  world,  in  the  human  nature  :  and  as  it  was  in  it- 
fclf  a  deep  ftep  of  humiliation,  for  the  Son  of  God  to  be 
found  in  fafhion  as  a  man ;  {6y  even  in  this  aflumed  na- 
ture, he  was  attended  with  every  circumftance  of  mean- 
nefs  and  bafenefs.  No  retinue  of  illuftrious  minifters  to 
ferve  him  ;  no  fplendid  or  elegant  apartment  to  receive 
him;  but  born  of  a  mean  woman,  brought  forth  in  a  ftaWc, 
and  laid  in  a  manger.  Memorable  and  inftruftivehiftory 
indeed !  which  fhall  never  be  forgotten  where  die  gofpcl 
is  preached,  to  the  end  of  time. 

Remember,  my  beloved  hearers,  though  divine  fweet- 
nefs  and  benignity  adorned  his  carriage,  though  divine 
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power  and  energy  attended  his  miniftrations  ;  yet  pover- 
ty, (lander,  and  contempt  were  his  continual  portion ;  fo 
that  he  could  fay,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  u  Re- 
44  proach  hath  broken  my  heart :"  and  again,  u  The  foxes 

*  have  holes,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefls ;  but  the 
•*  Son  of  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his  head."  Some  of 
the  ancients  have  reprefented  the  Saviour  as  of  extraor- 
dinary beauty  of  countenance  and  comelinefs  of  form, 
founded  perhaps  on  a  literal  interpretation  of  that  expreifi- 
on  in  the  Pfalmift,  Pfalm  xlv.  2.  "  Thou  art  fairer  than 
14  the  children  of  men ;  grace  is  poured  into  thy  lips  ; 

*  therefore  God  hath  bleffed  thee  forever."  Without  be- 
ing pofitive,  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  this  does  not  correfpond 
much  with  the  other  circumflances  of  his  incarnation. 
And  indeed  fome  have  fuppofed  direttly  the  contrary, 
bunding  their  opinion  upon  the  language  of  the  prophet 
Ifaiahi  chap.  lii.  14.  "  As  many  were  aftonifhed  at  thee; 
f  (his  vifage  was  fo  marred  more  than  any  man,  and  his 

*  form  more  than  the  fons  of  men) ;"  as  alfo,  chap.  liii.  2. 
■*  For  he  fhall  grow  up  before  him  as  a  tender  plant,  and 
w  as  a  root  out  of  a  dry  ground :  he  hath  no  form  nor 
K  comelinefs :  and  when  we  fhall  fee  him,  there  is  no 

*  beauty  that  we  fhould  defire  him.9'  Whatever  be  in 
this,  it  is  beyond  all  queftion,  that  the  whole  courfe  of 
his  life,  and  particularly  the  remarkable  conclufion  of  it, 
was  one  continued  trad  of  fuffering  and  mortification. 

Does  not  this,  Chriflians,  bring  a  reproach  upon  world- 
ly greatnefs,  and  ftain  the  pride  of  all  human  glory?  Does 
it  not  (how  how  little  it  is  efteemed  of  God,  and  how  lit- 
tle it  is  an  evidence  of  his  acceptance  or  approbation  ? 
What  an  influence  muft  this  have  upon  the  believer  to 
;rucify  the  world  ?  How  muft  it  endear  to  him  a  mean 
ind  defpifed,  and  reconcile  liim  to  a  fuffering  ftate?  With 
what  propriety  does  the  Chriftian,  when  he  is  baptized 
n  the  name  of  Chrift,  renounce  the  world,  its  pomps, 
ind  its  pleafures  ?  Does  not  a  Angle  refledtion  on  the  de- 
i]pifecl  ftate  of  our  Redeemer,  in  the  days  of  his  flefh, 
nake  you  patient  under  contempt,  and  extinguifh  the 
lefire  of  applaufe  ?  Have  you  any  remaining  uneafinefs 
it  feeing  others  getting  before  you  in  the  career  of  ambi- 
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tion,  over-topping  you  with  titles,  eclipfing  you  wuh 
fplendor  ?  Do  you  not  now  fee  the  propriety  of  the  ac- 
count given  of  the  carriage  of  the  apoilles,  when  the  world 
and  they  were  at  variance,  Adts  v.  41.  "  And  they  de- 
"  parted  from  the  prefence  of  the  council,  rejoicing  that 
"  they  were  counted  worthy  to  fuffer  fliame  for  his  name/ 
Whether  do  you  now  envy  the  conqueror  or  the  fuffercr,  '] 
the  prince  or  the  martyr  ?  Where  ever  there  is  a  real 
Chriftian  raifed  to  opulence  by  the  will  of  God,  or  fur- 
rounded  with  enfigns  of  dignity  and  honor,  will  not  this 
confideration  fill  him  with  deep  humility  and  felf-denial, 
and  a  holy  jealoufy,  left  he  fliould  abufe  his  influence,  or 
mifapply  his  talents  ?  The  higheft  honor  of  real  ability  11 
ufefulnefs,  the  brighteft  ornament  of  worldly  greatnefs  is 
felf-abafement.  All  this  fhews,  in  the  cieareft  manner, 
how  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies  the  world,  by  reverting 
every  worldly  maxim,  and  giving  a  new  turn  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  honor  and  of  fliame.     This  leads  me  to  obferve, 

4.  In  the  last  place,  That  the  crofs  of  Chrift  crucifies 
the  world,  by  putting  a  quite  different  objeft  of  defireand 
affeftion  in  its  room.  Our  limited  powers  can  attend 
but  to  few  things  at  once ;  and  therefore,  when  any  one 
acquires  an  intereft  in  our  affe&ions,  it  mud  comparative- 
ly weaken  or  deftroy  the  intereft  of  others,  efpecially  thofe 
of  an  oppofite  or  independent  kind.  Make  a  new  bed  to 
a  river,  and  turn  its  ftream  in  that  diredlion,  and  it  will 
immediately  dry  up  its  former  channel.  Now,  the  crofs 
of  Chrift  prefents  to  us  ah  objeft  of  infinite  importance, 
peace  and  reconciliation  with  God  here,  and  everlafting 
happinefs  in  his  prefence  hereafter.  Can  any  worldly  ob- 
ject be  laid  in  the  balance  with  thefe  ?  What  efteem  or 
attention  can  it  merit  in  comparifon  with  thefe  ? 

Whether  we  confider  the  end  or  the  means  of  falvation, 
the  crofs  of  Chrift  tends  to  fupplant  the  world,  by  im- 
proving  our  views  of  and  increafing  our  affedtion  to  both. 
It  fhews  the  infinite  importance  of  eternity  and  its  confe- 
quences :  and  what  more  proper  to  deliver  us  from  an 
undue  attachment  to  the  things  of  time  ?  Eternity,  by  its 
greatnefs,  makes  time  itfelf  to  fhrink  into  a  point,  and 
annihilates  all  thofe  little  temporary  diftin&ions  on  which 
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xidly  affe&ion  entirely  depends.  What  doth  it  fjgnify 
him  that  views  eternity  aright,  whether  he  be  for  a  few 
ars  in  health  or  ficknefs,  riches  or  poverty,  on  a  throne 
in  a  cottage  ?  How  immenfe,  according  to  human 
eafure,  appears  the  difference  between  the  pofieffions  of 
me  perfons  in  the  world  and  others  !  But  of  all  the  ge- 
:  rat  ions  before  us,  who  have  now  fallen  afleep,  how 
ual  is  the  condition  in  this  refpeft !  The  monarch  and 
e  Have,  when  laid  in  the  duft,  fill  nearly  the  fame  fpace. 
If  we  confider  the  means  of  religion,  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
>plied  by  a  convinced  finner,  opens  to  him  fuch  a  prof- 
ik  of  the  infinite  unmerited  love  of  God,  and  of  this 
:oniihing  expreflion  of  it,  the  death  of  his  Son,  as  at 
ice  captivates  the  heart,  and,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  occupies 
much  room  there,  as  leaves  but  little  for  any  odier  ob- 
Ek.  .  How  foon  did  it  open  the  heart  of  the  publican  Zac- 
ueus,  and  expel  the  fpirit  of  covetoufnefs  and  extortion  ! 
ike  xix.  8.  "  And  Zaccheus  flood,  and  faid  unto  the 
I/>rd,  Behold,  Lord,  the  half  of  my  goods  I  give  to  the 
poor :  and  if  I  have  taken  any  thing  from  any  man  by 
falfe  accufation,  I  reftore  him  fourfold/'  In  how  ftrong 
manner  does  the  apoftle  Paul  exprefs  his  comparative 
teem  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  !  Phil.  iii.  7,  8.  "  But  what 
things  were  gain  to  me,  thofe  I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift. 
Yea,  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lofs,  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jefus  my  Lord  : 
for  whom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  win  Chr'tll."  This 
the  very  fame  difpofition  with  that  which  he  expreffes 
the  text;  and  it  differs  no  otherwife  from  that  of  every 
hriftian,  than  that  it  is  probable  he  had  a  particular  view 
his  calling  as  a  minifter  and  an  apoftle.  Captivated 
ith  a  fenfe  of  his  Redeemer's  love,  filled  with  a  view  of 
e  glory  of  his  crofs,  and  devoted  to  his  fervice  in  the 
iniftry  of  the  gofpel,  he  renounces  all  worldly  profpe&s, 
id  fets  at  defiance  every  thing  that  might  diftraft  his  at- 
ntion,  or  divide  his  care :  "  God  forbid  that  I  fhould 
glory,  fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom 
the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  1  unto  the  world.'1 
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III.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  last  place,  to  make  fane 
practical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And  at, 
upon  this  interefting  fubje&,  it  is  tieceffary  that  I  lhouki 
fpeak  with  all  ferioufnefs  and  fidelity,  as  well  as  at  fome 
length,  to  I  moft  earneftly  befeech  you,  as  you  regard  your 
prefent  peace,  your  comfort  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  the 
everlafting  happinefs  of  your  fouls,  to  hear  it  with  atten- 
tion and  application. 

i.  I  muft  take  the  opportunity  to  reprove  the  fin,  and 
flic  w  the  danger  of  thofe  who  are  wedded  to  the  world.  I 
would  willingly  interrupt  that  comfort,  and  break  that 
peace,  which  will  end  in  perdition.  For  this  purpofe, 
and  in  order  to  make  the  reproof  more  diftinft  and  effec- 
tual, I  (hall  diredt  it  feparately  to  the  three  following  cha- 
racters. 

(i)  To  thofe  whofe  love  of  the  world  is  fo  great,  that 
they  fcruple  not  to  ufe,  occafionally  at  lead,  if  not  habitu- 
ally, finful  means  of  getting  or  keeping  pofTeflion  of  it. 
This  indeed  opens  to  us  a  very  extenfive  field  :  it  leads 
us  to  confulcr  all  the  particular  fins  which  an  inordinate 
love  of  the  world  may  produce,  or  increafe.  It  is  me- 
lancholy, my  brethren,  to  think  what  contention  and  va- 
riance, nay  what  hatred  and  violence,  even  amongft  the 
neareft  relations,  the  divifjon  of  worldly  property  occafions. 
What  envy  and  grudging,  what  ilander  and  evil-fpeaking, 
between  perfon  and  perfon,  between  family  and  family ! 
And  even  in  the  ordinary  way  of  traffick,  wftat  art  and 
diffimulation,  what  falsehood  and  equivocation,  are  to  be 
found  between  man  and  man  !  But  what  I  have  chiefly 
in  view  is,  to  fpeak  a  few  words  to  thofe  who,  in  order  to 
promote  their  worldly  ends,  have  been  guilty  of  direct 
difhonefty,  and  known  injuftice.  How  many  are  there 
whofe  confcicnces,  if  they  would  be  faithful,  muft  tell 
them,  that  they  are  now  in  poffeflion  of  the  fruits  of  un- 
lawful gain  !  Oh  !  the  blindnefs  of  thofe  deluded  unhap- 
py fouls !  if  an  inordinate  love  of  the  world,  however  ho- 
neftly  acquired,  is  not  only  finful,  but  ddlra&ive  of  your 
eternal  intercft ;  what  fhall  become  of  thofe  who  have 
trodden  under  foot  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man,  in 
Order  to  obtain  it  ?  If  an  exceffive  love  of  the  molt  lawful 
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enjoyments,  father  and  mother,  wife  and  children,  is  in- 
xmfiftent  with  falvation ;  what  mult  become  of  thofe  who 
lave  loved  and  followed  the  gain  of  un right eoufnefs  ?  what 
nuft  become  of  thofe  who,  to  clothe  their  backs  or  feed 
heir  bellies,  or  gratify  their  pride,  have  not  fcrupled  to  be 
guilty  of  breach  of  truft,  or  breach  of  pro n life,  of  open  op- 
xeffion,  or  fecret  fraud?  If  every  poor  worldling  muft« 
box!  trembling  upon  the  brink  of  eternity,  when  he  fees 
ill  his  painted  fhadows  ready  to  fink  into  everlafting  dark- 
ie(s ;  what  horror  muft  feize  upon  the  dying  finner,  who 
s  juft  about  to  furrender  all  his  dear  pofleflions  to  another, 
vhile  his  confeience  is  loaded  with  the  guilt  of  fraud  or 
injury  ?  and  this  he  cannot  leave  behind  him.  Oh !  my 
tear  brethren,  tremble  at  the  thoughts  of  difhoneft  gain  ; 
oathe  it ;  return  it ;  fhake  your  hands  clear  of  it.  It  will 
mbitter  your  enjoyments  :  it  will  be  a  moth  in  your  fub- 
iance,  a  fire  in  your  confeiences  on  earth,  and  a  hell  to 
pour  fouls  after  the  earth  itfelf,  and  all  that  is  therein,  is 
jurnt  op. 

(2)  I  would  addrefs  this  reproof  to  thofe  who  are  appa- 
rently more  decent  and  regular ;  whom  a  fenfe  of  honor, 
ar  a  defire  of  approbation  of  their  fellow-creatures,  pre- 
erves  from  grofler  crimes,  or  whom  perhaps  natural  con- 
science perfuades  to  take  up  the  outward  and  ordinary  part 
if  religion  as  a  form.  Many  fuch  perfons  are  wedded  to 
he  world.  Their  thoughts  are  there,  their  delights  are 
here,  their  hopes  and  expectations  are  only  there.  Bear 
rith  me,  my  brethren,  in  preffing  this  a  little ;  and  do 
lot  turn  away,  and  refufe  the  charge.  Worldlinefs  is  the 
eigning  fin,  and  will  be  the  eternal  ruin  of  many  per- 
ms of  better  rank,  to  whofe  conversation,  a  more  liberal 
ray  of  thinking,  and  a  fenfe  of  decency,  may  give  even 
n  amiable  appearance.  I  would  befeech  the  attention 
if  fuch  perfons  to  what  fhall  now  be  faid ;  not  from  any 
lifirefpeft  to  their  ftate  and  fituation  in  civil  life,  God 
jioweth !  but  from  fidelity  to  their  fouls.  Confider,  I 
way  you,  the  extreme  danger  of  worldlinefs  of  mind.  It 
1  itfelf  a  great  and  aggravated  fin,  and  is  the  parent  of 
nany  others.  It  is  a  fin,  where  it  hath  dominion,  incon- 
ficnt  with  falvation.     Here  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jefus : 


434  72*  World  crucified 

"  He  that  loveth  father  or  mother,  fon  or  daughter,  more 
u  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me."  There  are  fome  fbrti 
of  finners  on  whom  you  would  look  with  contempt  or  ab- 
horrence ;  but  you  may  pofiibly  deceive  yourfelves.  The 
ftri£t  and  regular,  but  covetous  Pharifees,  little  thought 
that  the  publicaus  and  finners  were  nearer  the  kingdom 
.of  heaven  than  themfelves.  I  do  not  fay  this  to  extenu- 
ate fin  of  any  kind,  but  to  guard  you  againfl  the  power 
of  delufion  and  felf-deceit.  I  know  that  none  but  the 
Searcher  of  hearts  can  make  a  certain  judgment  of  the  de- 
gree of  depravity  in  different  characters ;  and  therefore  I 
do  not  fo  much  urge  the  comparifon  for  your  condemnati- 
on, as  caution  you  againfl  relying  upon  it  for  your  juliifi- 
cation.  The  unalterable  rule,  taken  both  from  the  law 
and  the  gofpel,  is  this :  Which  of  the  two  has  the  itipreme 
commanding  intereft  in  your  affe&ions,  God  or  the  world .' 
As  an  eminent  author  expreffes  it, '  He  is  die  mod  wick 

*  ed  man  that  hath  in  his  heart  the  ilrongefl  intereft  that 
'  is  oppofite  to  God ;  and  all  that  is  not  fubordinate  to  him 
'  is  oppofite  to  him :  I  fay  again,  the  greater  creature-in- 
(  terelt,  the  more  finful  the  flate.     Though  you  be  neither 

*  thieves,  nor  extortioners,  nor  adulterers,  your  fin  may 

*  be  as  deep  rooted,  and  the  intereft  of  the  world  as  predo- 

*  minant,  or  more  fo,  in  you,  than  in  fome  of  them.  Alas! 

*  Sirs,  the  abftaining  from  fome  of  thefe  fins,  and  living 

*  like  civil  and  orderly  perfons,  though  it  is  fo  far  com- 

*  mendable,  is  not  enough.  If  the  world  be  not  crucified 
<  to  you,  and  you  to  it,  fucli  abftinence  will  but  hide  your 
'  fin  and  mifery,  and  hinder  your  fhame  and  repentance, 
1  but  not  prevent  your  eternal  damnation.  Your  lands 
'  and  your  houfes,  and  hopeful  pofterity,  and  other  provi- 
'  fion  you  have  made  for  the  flefti,  may  have  more  of  your 
»  hearts,  than  the  world  halh  of  the  heart  of  a  poor  wretch 

*  who  never  had  fo  much  to  idolize.'  Upon  the  whole, 
my  brethren,  let  me  only  put  you  in  mind,  this  exhorta- 
tion is  not  lefs  neceflary  to  you  than  the  like  cautions  were 
to  the  hearers  of  Chrift  in  the  days  of  his  flefh,  whom  tie 
warns  againfl  the  dangers  of  an  affluent  flate  :  Luke  viii. 
14.  "  And  that  which  fell  among  thorns,  are  they,  which 
"  when  they  have  heard,  go  forth,  and  are  choked  with 
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cares,  and  riches,  and  pleafures  of  this  life,  and  bring  no 
fruit  to  perfection."  Matt.  xix.  23,  24.  "  Then  faid 
"  Jefus  unto  his  difciples,  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  that  a 
**  rich  man  fhall  hardly  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
tt  And  again  I  fay  unto  you,  It  is  eafier  for  a  camel  to  go 
c*  through  the  eye  of  a  needle,  than  for  a  rich  man  to  en* 
•*  ter  into  the  kingdom  of  God."  It  ought  to  give  you 
u  great  confolation,  that  he  adds,  verfe  26,  "  With  men 
M  this  is  impoflible,  but  with  God  all  things  are  poffible." 

(3)  I  would  addrefs  this  exhortation  to  the  children  of 
God,  in  whom  I  know  the  world  is  crucified  upon  the 
whole ;  yet,  alas  !  it  ftill  retains  fuch  a  degree  of  intereft 
as  is  provoking  to  God,  offenfive  to  others,  and  hurtful  to 
their  own  peace.  In  what  glafs  can  you  fee  more  clearly 
the  weaknefs  of  faith,  and  every  other  gracious  difpofitU 
on,  than  in  their  little  influence  in  retraining  the  mo* 
tions  of  carnal  affe&ion  ?  Had  the  great  objetts  of  faith 
and  hope  that  place  in  our  hearts,  and  that  entire  domini- 
on in  our  affections,  which  they  ought  to  have ;  would 
there  be  fo  much  conformity  to  worldly  maxims  and  prac- 
tices, as  is  daily  to  be  feen  ?  would  there  be  fo  much  emu- 
lation  in  all  the  outward  expreffions  of  pride  and  gaiety, 
in  drefs,  furniture,  and  equipage  ?  would  there  be  fo 
much  defire  of  the  increafe  of  wealth  and  greatnefs  ?  would 
there  be  fo  much  envy  of  thofe  who  are  fuccefsful,  and  go 
beyond  us  ?  Shall  I  tell  you  how  a  Ghriftian  fhould  look  up- 
on thofe  who  profper  remarkably  in  their  worldly  affairs  ? 
If  they  are  truly  pious,  he  fhould  rejoice  with  them;  for 
here  is  fo  much  wealth  and  influence  put  into  fuch  hands 
as  will  employ  them  in  doing  good.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  they  are  wicked,  he  fhould  fincerely  pity  them,  as  im- 
merfed  in  the  moft  dangerous  temptations.  If  we  were 
thoroughly  dead  to  the  world,  and  the  world  to  us,  would 
the  lofs  of  wealth  or  reputation  wound  us  fo  deeply  as  they 
generally  do  ?  would  the  malice  or  flanders  of  others  make 
fo  fenfible  an  im  pre  (lion  ?  It  fhould  be  pitied,  as  it  is  their 
fin ;  but  it  may  ealily  be  defpifed,  as  it  is  our  danger. 
Try  this  by  the  condition  and  conduft  of  the  oppofite  cha- 
rafter.  A  wicked  man  is  dead  to  God  and  fpiritual  things. 
What  then,  does  he  value  the  lofs  of  any  thing  of  tliac 
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nature  ?  Tell  him,  that  he  hath  loft  fuch  or  fuch  an  op- 
portunity of  communion  with  God,  in  his  worfhip  in  pub- 
lic* or  in  family;  that  he  hath  loft  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
cellent inftrudVion,  in  a  fermon  or  difcourfe ;  with  what 
manifed  contempt  will  he  receive  the  information,  and 
fmile  at  your  weaknefs  and  credulity  in  {hewing  any  at- 
tachment to  fuch  things  !  Were  we  crucified  to  the  world 
as  we  oujrht,  would  there  be  fo  much  impatience  under  the 
hand  of  God  in  poverty,  ficknefs,  the  lofs  of  relations,  or 
calamities  of  any  kind?  The  lopping  off  a  limb  or  mem- 
ber that  is  dead,  gives  little  or  no  uneafinefs  :  it  is  the  life 
that  remains  which  occafions  the  pain  of  reparation*  If  the 
world  fat  loofe  upon  us,  its  removal  would  fcarcely  be  felt; 
but  we  mull  needs  fuffer  at  the  very  heart  when  any  tiling 
is  withdrawn  that  hath  its  hold  there.  Let  me  therefore 
befeech  you,  in  this,  to  confefs  your  fin,  to  be  humbled  for 
it,  and  to  pray,  that  you  may  be  daily  more  and  moredc* 
livered  from  it. 

2.  I  fhall  improve  this  fubjedt  for  pointing  out  theufe 
of  affliction,  and  the  ground  of  your  conlblation  under  it. 
This  world  at  belt  is  but  a  fcene  of  forrow  ;  and  we  then 
reap  moll  comfort  from  it  when  we  are  fenfible  that  it  is 
fo.  The  very  purpofe  of  aflli&ion  is,  to  fliew  us  the  va- 
nity  and  uncertainty  of  all  created  comforts,  and  deliver 
us  from  an  exceflive  attachment  to  them.  It  is  much 
more  difficult  to  crucify  a  fmilingthan  a  frowning  world. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  hate  it  in  its  lovelieft  form,  or,  if  I  mav 
life  fuch  an  expreffion,  to  (peak  harfhly  to  it  when  it  is 
fpeaklng  kindly  to  us  ?  But  in  the  time  ofaffliftion,  when 
wc  are  obliged  to  confefs  its  vanity,  is  it  not  reafonable  to 
expedt,  that  our  afle&ion  for  it  will  be  abated?  I  have 
faid,  that  this  feems  the  natural  effect  of  fuftering;  hecaufe 
it  is  the  leflbn  evidently  carried  in  it.  And  accordingly 
the  prophet  Ifaiah  fays,  chap.  xxvi.  9.  "  For  when  thv 
"  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
"  will  learn  righteoufnefs."  I  am  fenfible,  however,  that 
the  reception  which  affli&ion  meets  with,  and  the  effects 
which  it  produces,  are  verv  different  in  different  pericns. 
It  makes  the  worldly  man  curie  his  idol  in  the  rage  of  do 
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11  r ;  and  it  makes  the  child  of  God  abhor  the  idolatry, 
d  dwell  with  complacency  on  his  unchangeable  portion. 
Confider  this,  I  befeech  you,  my  brethren ;  for  you  are 
liable  to  the  itroke  of  affliction,  young  and  old,  rich  and 
or,  holy  and  unholy.  It  is  indeed  lamentable  to  fee  the 
tful  impatience  of  thofe  to  whom  the  world  is  bladed 
»m  without,  but  the  love  of  die  world,  in  all  its  ftrength, 
il  fubfiding  within.  They  have  no  fource  of  confola- 
n  in  themfelves ;  and  nothing  comfortable  can  be  fpo- 
n  to  them  by  others  in  a  manner  confident  with  truth 
d  duty.  To  deal  faithfully  with  them,  we  mud  do  our 
rood  to  add  the  bitternefs  of  repentance  to  their  other 
Ferings ;  and  this  the  cruel  kindnefs  of  furrounding  re- 
ions  will  feldom  permit  to  be  done.  In  the  cafe  of  dy- 
l  perfons,  in  particular,  with  what  concern  have  I  heard 
ends  and  phyficians  telling  the  groffeft  falfhoods,  in  or- 
r  to  keep  off,  for  a  few  moments,  the  apprehenfion  of 
lat  they  knew  mud  immediately  and  certainly  take  place, 
d  be  the  more  terrible  for  the  furprife ! 
On  the  other  hand,  it  is  comfortable  to  reflect,  that  the 
unifying  influence  of  afflictions  is  no  lefs  the  language 
experience  than  of  fcripture.  Many  have  borne  their 
timony,  and  fet  their  feal  to  it.  Some  have  been  lb 
e£tually  mortified  to  pride  and  vanity,  by  the  injuries 
the  danders  of  others,  that  they  have  even  felt  conlbla- 
n  in  the  reproach  itfelf.  But  in  a  particular  manner, 
tave  been  often  pleafed  with  young  perfons  to  whom  the 
>rld,  and  all  their  expectations  from  it,  have  been  cru- 
ied  by  early  affliction,  expreffing  themfelves,  not  mere* 
with  fubmiflion,  but  with  ferenity  and  thankfulnefs, 
tar  with  me  in  mentioning  a  real  indatice,  known  to 
l^felf,  of  a  young  man,  who  had  been  long  confined  with 
lifeafed  member,  and  had  a  near  and  certain  profpedt 
his  diflblution.  When,  at  the  defire  of  fome  perfon  pre- 
lt,  his  loathfome  fore  was  uncovered,  he  ex  pre  fled  him- 
f,  to  the  bed  of  my  remembrance,  in  thefe  very  words ; 
There  it  is ;  and  a  precious  treafure  it  has  been  to  me ! 
t  faved  me  from  the  folly  and  vanity  of  youth :  it  made 
ne  cleave  to  God  as  my  only  portion,  and  eternal  glory, 
s  my  only  hope ;  and  I  think  it  has  now  brought  me 
Vol.  I.  3  * 
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<  very  near  to  my  Father's  houfe.*  Now,  what  a  fpring 
of  confolation  is  here  !  Our  duty,  our  bufinefs  our  int$ieft 
is,  to  crucify  the  world,  and  to  be  crucified  to  it.  May 
we  not,  then,  with  the  i/tmofl  gratitude,  as  well  is  pari- 
ence,  receive  the  appointments  of  that  God  who  iias  prt- 
mifed,  not  only  to  deliver  us  from  all  our  fufferings  in  dtit 
time,  not  only  to  make  up  and  recompenfe  our  lofles  with 
fomething  better,  of  a  different  kind,  but  has  allured  us, 
that  thefe  very  fufferings  and  loffes,  as  their  immediate  e£ 
fe£t,  (hall  crucify  fin,  and  further  our  meetnefs  for  his  own 
prefence  ? 

3.  Let  me  improve  this  fubjeft  by  earneftly  exhorting 
you  to  endeavor  to  acquire  more  and  more  of  the  temper 
and  ftate  of  mind  exprefied  by  the  holy  apoflle,  in  the  text; 
u  By  whom  the  world  is  crucified  to  me,  and  I  unto  the 
%<  world."  Be  perfuaded,  my  beloved  hearers,  to  look 
upon  all  created  things  with  the  eye  of  faith.  Remember 
their  relation  to  God.  He  is  their  Maker  and  yours ;  and 
they  muft  not  be  loved  or  ferved  but  in  furbordination  to 
his  glory.  Do  not  place  your  chief  happinefs  in  them; 
do  not  efteem  them  too  highly  ;  do  not  love  them  immo- 
derately ;  do  not  profecute  them  too  violently.  Place 
your  chief  happinefs  in  the  favor  of  God,  in  communion 
with  him  on  earth,  and  the  well-grounded  hope  of  the  per- 
petual  enjoyment  of  him  in  heaven  ;  and  let  your  regard 
to  earthly  things  be  no  other,  nor  greater,  than  is  fuited  to 
this  end.  That  I  may  prefs  this  refolution  upon  you,  al- 
low me  to  propofe  the  three  following  confiderations. 

(1)  Confider  the  unfatisfying  nature  of  all  earthly  en- 
joyments. They  do  not  at  all  carry  in  them  that  fweet- 
nefs  and  excellence  which  worldly  men  fuppofe.  Sin 
has  drawn  a  mift  of  delufion  over  the  minds  of  men.  The 
inflamed  and  difordered  appetites  of  our  corrupted  nature 
always  promife  themfelves,  in  worldly  pofleflions,  a  fatis- 
feclion  infinitely  greater  than  they  are  able  to  afford.  We 
have  this  from  the  confeflion  of  many  who  have  made  the 
experiment  with  every  poflible  advantage.  The  book  of 
Ecclefiafles  is  an  admirable  and  animated  defcription  of 
the  vanity  of  human  enjoyments.  Solomon  feems  to 
have  been  raifed  up  in  Providence,  for  this  among  other 
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ends,  that  he  might  leave  behind  him  an  account  of  the 
vanity  of  earthly  greatnefs.  And  this  is  the  title  that  he 
hath  left  written  upon  all  that  the  world  can  give  :  Ecclef. 
i.  2.  u  Vanity  of  vanities,  faith  the  preacher,  vanity  of 
M  vanities,  all  is  vanity."  Power  and  wealth,  dignity 
and  fame,  variety  of  pleafures,  nay  knowledge  itfelf,  as  a 
fource  of  prefent  comfort,  he  affirms  the  vanity  of  them 
all :  Ecclef.  ii.  11.  u  Then  I  looked  on  all  the  works  that 
44  my  hands  had  wrought,  and  on  the  labor  that  I  had  la- 
i4  bored  to  do :  and  behold,  all  was  vanitv  and  vexation 
u  of  fpirit,  and  there  was  no  profit  under  the  fun."  And 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  fame  book,  ch.  xii.  12.  he  fays, 
44  And  further,  by  thefe,  my  fon,  be  admonilhed  :  of 
44  making  many  books  there  is  no  end,  and  much  ftudy 
"  is  a  wearinefs  of  the  flefli." 

Have  there  not  been  innumerable  examples  of  the  fame 
teftimony  in  every  age  and  country  ?  And  what  fays  your 
own  experience  ?  or  your  obfervation  of  others  ?  Do  men 
indeed  rife  in  comfort  and  fatisfadlion,  in  proportion  as 
they  rife  in  ftation  or  opulence  ?  On  the  contrary,  do 
they  not  rather  commonly  increafe  in  anxiety  and  dif- 
content  ?  Do  you  indeed  think,  that  diofe  who  appear  in 
gilded  equipages  have  always  on  that  account  the  mod 
joyful  hearts  ?  Alas  !  there  cannot  be  a  greater  miftake. 
Could  you  fee  what  pafles  within,  there  would  appear  un- 
governed  paffions,  ungratified  defires,  and  difappointed 
hopes  ;  and  could  you  enter  their  houfes,  you  would  find 
wearinefs  and  impatience,  family-diflrefs,  family-difor- 
ders,  and  family-quarrels.  It  lias  been  an  old,  and  it  is 
a  mod  jull  obfervation,  particularly  upon  avarice,  That 
the  defire  flill  grows  with  the  pofleffion.  It  is  the  fame 
with  every  other  finful  paflion.  Indulgence  does  not  gra- 
tify fo  much  as  it  inflames  them.  Let  a  man  climb  ever' 
fo  high  on  the  ladder  of  ambition,  he  fees  flill  others  be- 
fore  him  ;  and  emulation  and  envy  are  as  ftrong,  ox 
flronger,  between  thofe  who  {land  on  the  adjoining  Heps 
at  the  top  as  at  the  bottom.  There  is  one  particular  re- 
mark, that  ferves  at  once  to  fliow  the  vanity  of  the  world, 
and  the  finfulnefs  of  human  nature :  The  greater  variety 
of  the  worldly  comforts  any  perfon  pofleffes,  he  is  not  the 
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more,  bat  the  lcfs  content,  under  die  wmt  of  any  <m#; 
The  more  and  the  longer  any  perfon  hath  been  accufionu 
ed  to  obfequioufnefs  or  flattery,  he  is  the  more  ynpatient 
of  the  lead  contradiction.  The  more  abandant  and  oni- 
verfal  refpeft  that  has  been  paid  to  any  perfon,  he  is  the 
more  deeply  wounded  by  neglect  or  contempt ;  as  Ha- 
inan, notwithftanding  all  his  greatnefs,  was  quite  unft- 
tisfied  while  there  remained  one  poor  man  in  the  kingV 
gate  who  would  not  do  him  reverence.  Take  but  one 
example  more.  If  a  man  hath  great  and  extenfive  pot 
feffions,  and  is  without  children,  he  is  but  the  more  dif- 
treffed  to  think,  that  fo  noble  an  eftate  and  family  fhould 
be  without  an  heir,  and  will  often  envy  the  families  of 
the  poor,  as  if  it  were  hard  meafure,  that  he  who  had  fo 
many  temporal  mercies  fhould  not  have  all.  Upon  the' 
whole,  you  may  fee,  that  there  is  a  double  vanity  in  the 
prefent  (late.  Created  comforts  are  unfatisfying  on  the 
one  hand,  and  human  defires  are  infatiable  on  the  other. 
(2).Confider  the  uncertainty  of  all  earthly  enjoyments. 
No  circumftance  whatever  fhould  more  abate  our  attach- 
ment to  the  world  than  its  inftability.  What  happinefs 
can  we  receive  from,  or  what  value  fhould  we  put  upon 
thofe  pofieffions,  which  may  be  taken  from  us  the  next 
moment  ?  The  fpeedy,  unexpe&ed,  and  melancholy 
change,  which  often  takes  place  from  health  to  ficknefs, 
from  wealth  to  poverty,  from  honor  to  contempt,  I  leave 
every  hearer  to  meditate  upon,  from  his  own  knowledge 
and  obfervation  of  human  lite ;  only  I  cannot  help  men. 
tioning  to  you  the  ftrong  language  of  the  holy  fcripturcs* 
Prov.  xxiii.  5.  "  Wilt  tnou  fet  thine  eyes  upon  that  which 
is  not  ?  For  riches  certainly  make  themfelves  wings, 
they  fly  away  as  an  eagle  towards  heaven."  But  the 
circumftance  upon  this  fubjeft  to  which  I  would  particu- 
larly and  chiefly  point  your  attention,  is,  that  our  poflcf- 
fions  and  enjoyments  of  every  kind  are  under  the  imme- 
diate and  conftant  direftion  of  Divine  Providence.  Be- 
lieve it,  Chriftians,  and  remember  it,  the  providence  of 
God  reaches  to  every  event  that  befalls  you,  however  in- 
confiderable  it  may  feem.  It  is  God  that  4<  giveth  you 
*  power  to  get  wealth." — It  is  he  by  whom  you  are  "eli- 


te 
44 


by  the  Crass  of  Christ.  44I 

mini&ed  and  brought  low.*' — It  is  he  that  "raifeth  up 
one,  and  putteth  down  another." — It  is  he  that  makes 
ie  "  voice  of  joy  and  health"  to  be  heard  in  your  dwell- 
igs,  or  that  u  chaltifes  you  with  pain,  and  the  multitude 
of  your  bones  with  ftrong  pain."  If  this  is  the  cafe, 
hat  reafon  have  you  to  be  afraid  of  giving  that  love  and 
rvice  to  any  worldly  enjoyment  that  is  due  to  God  ? 
fill  you  "  provoke  him  to  jealoufy  ?  Are  you  ttronger 
thaji  he  ?"  If  you  fet  your  affe&ions  immoderately  on 
ly  temporal  poffeffion,  he  can  immediately  remove  it,  or 
irn  it  into  gall  and  wormwood. 

In  ft e ad  of  enumerating  the  feveral  kinds  of  prefent  en- 
yments,  I  fhall  only  mention  one,  the  defire  of  which  is 
>mmonly  very  ftrong,  viz.  children  or  pofterity.  Now, 
3W  eafily  can  a  holy  and  righteous  God  take  away  the 
;fire  of  your  eyes  with  a  ftroke  ?  Nay,  in  how  many  in- 
anccs  is  the  life  of  children  a  heavier  trial  than  their  death 
Pelf?  For  I  mud  fay  upon  this  fubjeft,  as  I  have  faid 
ten  in  your  hearing,  that  to  one  that  truly  fears  God,  I 
>  not  know  any  temporal  calamity  equal  to  that  of  ha- 
ng profane  or  profligate  children. 
But  perhaps  feme  attentive  hearer  will  hefitate  a  little* 
id  fay,  4 1  have  not  obferved  this  to  hold  true  in  experi- 
ence. Even  pious  perfons  fcem  generally  to  bear  the 
irregularities  of  their  children,  though  fome  of  them  very 
fcandalous,  much  better  than  their  deaths.  Neither  is  it 
anfrequent  to  fee  them  excufing  or  palliating  the  worft 
praftices,  from  the  partiality  of  natural  affection.'  Per- 
ips  then  I  mull  retraft,  or  alter  the  affertion,  and  fay,  it 
either  the  heavieft  trial,  or  the  irioft  dangerous  tempt  a. 
>n.  But,  after  all,  who  can  tell  what  floods  of  tears  are* 
ed  in  fecret  on  this  fubjeft  ?  Parents  may  be  often  obli- 
:d  to  conceal  their  forrow  from  the  world,  becaufe  they 
low  it  would  be  treated  with  derifion.  I  the  rather  in- 
ine  to  this  ftippofition  in  many  cafes ;  for  where  indif- 
rence  or  partiality  to  the  fins  of  children  is  fo  plain  that 
cannot  be  denied,  I  ihould  greatly  fufpeft  the  piety  of 
ch  perfons,  let  the  appearance  or  profeffion  be  as  flaming 
it  will. 
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All  your  mercies,  then  are  in  the  hand,  of  God,  who  ca 
give  or  withhold,  continue  or  withdraw  them  at  his  pie* 
jure.  But  there  is  fomething  more  fiill :  your  life  kfclf 
is  in  his  hand.  Though  outward  things  were  ever  fo  Jb» 
We  in  themfelves,  they  are  altogether  precarious  as  to  as. 
We  know  not  what  a  day  or  a  night  may  bring,  forth,  or  at 
what  time  our  fouls  {hall  be  required  at  our  hands.  This 
furely  ought,  and  if  it  be  ferioufly  attended  to,  certainty 
will  weaken  our  attachment  to  the  things  of  a  prefcnt 
world  ;  according  to  the  inference  drawn  from  it  by  As 
apoftle  Paul,  i  Cor.  vii.  29,  30,  31.  "  But  this,  I  fay, 
"  brethren,  the  time  is  fhort.  It  remaineth,  that  both  they 
"  that  have  wives,  be  as  though  they  had  none ;  and  they 
44  that  weep,  as  though  they  wept  not ;  and  they  that  re- 
M  joice  as  though  they  rejoiced  not ;  and  they  that  boy, 

as  though  they  poflefled  not;  and  they  that  ufe  this 

world,  as  not  abufing  it :  for  the  fafhion  of  this  world 
€4  paffeth  away.". 

(3)  Confider  that  there  is  really  much  more  real  fatis- 
fedtion  to  be  found  in  a  crucified  than  in  an  idolized  world. 
This  to  many  will  appear  a  contradi&ion ;  but  it  is  a 
great  and  certain  truth.  It  is  impoflible  for  any  perfon  to 
pafs  ever  fo  little  the  limits  of  duty  in  the  ufe  of  the  crea- 
tures, but  it  is  to  his  own  prejudice.  This  I  do  not  mean 
only  of  its  after  confequences,  but  even  in  point  of  pre- 
fent  comfort.  There  is  a  more  genuine  fweetnefs  in  thofe 
things  that  are  ufed  with  moderation  and  felf-denial,  as 
die  gofpel  requires,  than  in  any  finful  gratification.  But 
if  this  holds  even  with  regard  to  the  fimple  enjoyment,  it 
holds  much  more  ftrongly  when  we  confider  the  benefit 
of  a  fanftified  world.  He  that,  from  a  humble  fenfe  of 
the  divine  mercies,  can  rife  to  a  grateful  acknowledgment 
of  the  Giver  of  all  good  ;  he  who  is  thereby  infpired  with 
a  holy  zeal  to  ferve  him  in  his  generation,  and  values  no 
temporal  blefling,  but  fo  far  as  it  may  be  ufeful  in  pro- 
moting the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  others,  has  a 
delight  from  them,  infinitely  fuperior  to  what  arifes  from 
the  licence  of  criminal  indulgence.  He  enjoys  his  mer- 
cies without  (ling,  he  poffeffes  them  without  the  fear  of 
lofipg  them ;  nay,  he  can  even  rejoice  in  the  furrender  it* 
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?lf,  as  a  part  of  the  will  of  God,  Is  this  fabulous,  my 
rethren,  or  extravagant  ?  I  hope  not.  I  believe  and 
ruft  it  is  matter  of  real  experience  to  the  children  of  God, 
)id  the  Pfalmift  David  fay,  it  was  good  for  him  that  he 
/as  afflidted  ?  did  the  apoftles  of  Ghrift  take  joyfully  the 
polling  of  their  goods  ?  did  they  rejoice  that  they  were 
ounted  worthy  to  fuffer  (hame  for  his  name  ?  1  hope  that 
nany  others  will  rejoice,  that  they  have  been  enabled  to 
ife  their  fubftance  in  feeding  the  hungry  and  clothing  the 
taked,  and  other  ufeful  purpofes.  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
.  pious  and  liberal  mind  taftes  a  mote  exquifite  delight  in 
elieving  a  poor  family,  than  in  the  moft  coftly  and  fump- 
lious  entertainment ;  and  that  he  who  values  his  reputa- 
ton  only  for  his  ufefulnefs,  will  give  thanks  to  God  for  the 
deem  in  which  he  may  be  held ;  and  when  reproached 
Dr  doing  his  duty,  will  have  a  pleafure  in  fubmitting  to 
C  without  complaint,  greater  than  the  proud  and  felfifh 
an  poflibly  receive  from  the  daily  incenfe  of  flattery  and 
traife. 

4.  In  the  last  place,  As  this  fubjeft  has  the  moft  inti- 
nate  connexion  with  the  power  of  religion,  I  fhall  con- 
lude  with  offering  to  ferious  perfons  a  few  particular  di- 
e&ions  for  their  daily  praftice. 

(1)  Remember  that  your  great  care  ought  to  be  the  one 
ling  needful.  Salvation  is  your  great  work,  heaven  is* 
our  home,  the  world  is  but  your  paffage  to  it.  If  you 
an  keep  this  conftantly  upon  your  minds,  you  will  im- 
lediately  perceive  the  danger  of  the  world,  as  a  tempta- 
on  to  fin.  You  will  not  be  able  to  forget,  becaufe  you 
rill  daily  feel,  what  influence  it  hath  in  helping  or  hinder- 
ig  you  in  your  journey  heavenward.  A  traveller  who 
ath  his  thoughts  (till  fixed  on  the  place  of  his  deftination, 
nd  is  anxious  to  get  forward,  will  fenfibly  feel  every  in- 
umbrance  from  the  weather,  or  the  way,  by  which  his 
rogrefs  is  retarded.  It  is  by  mifreprefentation  that  the 
rorld  leads  usaftray;  true  and  juft  apprehenfions  of  our 
wn  (late,  would  keep  our  affections  in  their  juft  meafure 
rith  regard  to  it. 

.  (2)  Be  particularly  upon  your  guard  againft  the  unfanc- 
iied  ufe  of  lawful  comforts.     A  perfon  who  hath  any 
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principle  of  confcience,  would  be  filled  with  horror,  at 
the  thoughts  of  grofs  fin,  fuch  as  uncleannefs,  injufitce, 
Or  fcdfuality ;  yet  fuch  may  be  in  great  danger  of  placing 
their  affedions  upon  the  world,  and  reding  on  it  as  their 
portion.  Their  houfes  and  lands,  their  children,  their 
name  and  reputation,  may  incroach  upon  them,  and  ufurp 
dominion  in  their  hearts.  Be  careful,  therefore,  habitual- 
ly to  improve  thefe  to  the  glory  of  God ;  learn  to  give  him 
thanks  for  them,  as  the  blcffings  of  his  providence,  and  to 
fcrve  him  by  them,  as  they  are  talents  or  opportunities  of 
yfefulnels,  for  which  you  muft  render  an  account  in  the 
day  of  judgment. 

.  (3)  Be  attentive  to  the  courfe  of  Providence,  and  inu 
prove  the  chara&ers  and  condu£t  of  others,  to  your  own 
profit.  If  you  fee  one  man  grow  proud  and  felf-fufficicnt 
M  he  grows  rich,  if  you  fee  him  forgetful  of  God  while  he 
continues  in  profperity,  tyrannical  to  others  becaufe  they 
are  in  his  power,  then  fear  left  you  alfo  be  tempted.  If 
you  fee  wealth  fuddenly  poured  in  upon  any  perfons  make 
them  anxious,  quarrelfome,  and  impatient,  then  mode- 
rate your  defires  of  profperity,  and  u  be  content  with  fuch 
"  things  as  you  have."  It  is  very  common  to  enumerate 
and-cenfure  the  faults  of  others,  that  we  may  nouriihour 
own  pride  by  the  comparifon ;  but  it  is  infinitely  more 
beneficial,  to  improve  the  weaknefs  of  others  for  our  own 
humiliation.  What  is  the  ordinary  ftyle  in  converfation  I 
Were  I  fuch  a  perfon,  had  I  his  eftate  and  poffeflions,  I 
Jhould  not  grudge  to  be  more  liberal  to  the  poor ;  I  would 
do  fomething  for  the  public  ;  I  would  do  every  thing  for 
my  friends.  Truly  you  do  not  know  what  you  would  do. 
Were  you  raifed  to  the  fame  fituation,  perhaps  you  would 
be  ten  times  more  proud  and  covetous  than  the  man  you 
blame.  And  as  you  would  obferve  the  fins  of  others,  fo 
pbferve  the  ways  of  God  towards  them.  If  an  oppreffor 
is  at  lafl  overtaken  in  his  wickednefs,  if  he  is  held  as  a  wild 
bull  in  a  net,  and,  inftead  of  humility,  it  produceth  no- 
thing but  the  rage  of  impatience  and  difpair ;  adore  the 
righteous  judgment  of  God,  and  be  fenfible  that  neither 
mercies  nor  trials  will  change  the  heart,  unleis  they  ire 
accompanied  with  the  power  of  divine  grace.  If  it  pleafctb 
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God  to  bring  down  any  from  riches  to  poverty,  or  from 
honor  to  difgrace,  remember  that  he  vifits  his  people  in 
mercy  for  their  correction,  and  his  enemies  in  vengeance 
for  their  punifhment ;  fo  that,  whether  you  are  the  one  or 
the  other,  you  have  no  charter  of  fecurity  from  the  fame 
calamities.  ' 

(4)  Think  much  of  mortality,  and  the  innumerable 
fufferings  which  are  every  where  to  be  feen  among  our 
fellow  creatures.  The  wife  man  tells  us,  Ecclef.  vii.  2, 
3.  "  It  is  better  to  go  to  the  houfe  of  mourning,  than  to 
M  go  to  the  houfe  of  feafting  :  for  that  is  the  end  of  all  men, 
M  and  the  living  will  lay  it  to  his  heart.  Sorrow  is  better 
••  than  laughter :  for  by  the  fadnefs  of  the  countenance 
44  the  heart  is  made  better."  There  are  fome  who,  from 
mere  tendernefs  of  heart,  and  a  ftrong  attachment  to  fen- 
fual  delight,  are  not  able  to  look  upon  fcenes  of  mifery  and 
diftrefs.  They  fly  from  them,  therefore,  and  deceive 
themfelves  into  a  dream  of  fecurity  by  intoxicating  plea* 
fures.  But,  my  brethren,  it  is  infinitely  better  to  fortify 
yourfelves  againft  the  fear  of  death,  by  faith  in  him  who  is 
the  refurredlion  and  the  life ;  and  then  the  frequent  ob- 
fervation  of  others  in  affli&ion,  will  have  the  nobleft  and 
molt  falutary  influence  in  mortifying  worldly  affections* 
You  may  alfo  fometimes  fee  the  triumph  of  faith  in  the  joy* 
fill  departure  of  believers,  which  is  one  of  the  mod  edify- 
ing and  comfortable  fights  that  any  Chriftian  can  behold. 

(5.)  In  the  laft  place,  I  would  recall  to  your  minds,  and 
eameftly  recommend  to  your  meditation,  what  made  a 
principal  branch  of  the  dottrinal  part  of  this  fubjeft, u  the 
"  crofs  of  Ghrift."  By  this  the  believer  will  indeed  cruci- 
fy the  world.  Reafon  and  experience  may  wound  the 
world,  fo  to  fpeak ;  but  the  crofs  of  Chrift  pierces  it  to  the 
heart.  Shall  we  murmur  at  the  crofs,  when  our  Redeemer 
bore  it  ?  Are  not  the  thoughts  of  what  he  fuffered,  and  what 
we  deferved,  fufficient  to  eradicate  from  our  minds  every 
the  lead  inclination  to  what  is  provoking  to  him  ?  Are  not 
the  thoughts  of  what  he  purchaftd,  fufficient  to  deftroy  in 
our  hearts  the  lead  difpofition  to  place  our  happinefs  here  ? 
The  thoughts  of  the  crofs  of  Ghrift  are  (lengthening  as 
well  as  inftru&ive.     We  are  drawn  as  it  were  by  the  pow- 
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er  of  fympathy,  emboldened  by  his  example,  and  animated 
by  his  conqueft.  Is  not  the  Chriftian,  when  be  is  in  foil 
contemplation  of  this  great  objeft,  faying,  '  O  moft  mer. 

*  cil'ul  Saviour,  fhall  I  any  more  idolize  that  world  which 
'  crucified  thee  ?  {hall  I  be  afraid  of  their  fcorn  who  in- 

*  fulted  thee  ?  (hall  I  refufe  any  part  of  his  will,  who,  by 
'  the  crofs,  has  glorified  thee  P 

Let  us  conclude  by  attempting  to  fay,  in  faith,  what 
God  grant  every  one  of  us  may  be  able  to  fay  in  the  awful 
hour  of  the  laft  conflict  :  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  fling! 
"  O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory !  The  fling  of  death  \$ 
"  fin,  and  the  ftrength  of  fin  is  the  taw  ;  but  thanks  be  to 
"  God,  which  giveth  us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jefni 
■  Chrift" 
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SERMON  11. 


GENESIS   xxxii.  26. 

And  he  said,  I  will  not  let  thee  gay  except  thou  bless  me. 

MY  brethren,  real  communion  with  God  is  a- 
bleffing  of  fuch  ineftimable  value,  that  it  cannot, 
be  fought  with  too  great  earneftnefs,  or  maintained  with 
too  much  care.  If  it  is  no  fable,  that  God  vouchfafes  to 
his  people,  on  fome  occafions,  a  fenfe  of  his  gracious  pre- 
fence,  and,  as  it  were,  vifits  them  in  love ;  with  what 
fervor  fhould  they  defire,  with  what  diligence  fhould  they 
improve,  fo  great  a  mercy !  In  a  particular  manner,  when 
a  good  man  hath  in  view,  either  an  important  and  diffi- 
cult duty,  or  a  dangerous  trial,  it  is  his  intereft  to  implore, 
with  the  greateft  importunity,  the  prefence  and  counte- 
nance of  God,  which  only  can  effectually  dire£t  him  in 
the  one,  and  fupport  him  in  the  other.  This,  my  bre- 
thren,  ought  to  be  our  concern  at  prefent,  as  we  have  in 
view  a  very  folemn  approach  to  God,  viz.  laying  hold  of 
one  of  the  feals  of  his  covenant :  what  trials  may  be  before 
us,  or  near  us,  it  is  impoffible  to  know. 

The  words  I  have  read  relate  to  a  remarkable  paffage 
of  the  patriarch  Jacob's  life.  He  was  now  returning  from 
Padan-aram  with  a  numerous  family,  and  great  fubftance, 
and  had  received  information  that  his  brother  Efau  was 
coming  to  meet  him  with  four  hundred  men.  We  are 
told,  v.  7.  of  the  chapter,  that  he  was  "  greatly  afraid  and 
|A  diftreffed,"  being,  in  all  probability,  quite  uncertain 
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whether  his  brother  was  coming  with  a-friendly  or  a  hoftile 
intention ;  or  rather,  having  great  reafon  to  fufped  the 
latter  to  be  the  cafe.  He  rofe  up,  we  are  told,  long  before 
day,  and  fent  his  wives,  his  children,  and)  cattle,  over  the 
brook  Jabbock  •  and  as  it  follows,  in  the  24th  verfe, u  Ja- 
"  cob  was  left  alone  :  and  there  w  reft  led  a  man  with  htm, 
u  until  the  breaking  of  the  day.  And  when  he  faw  that 
44  he  prevailed  not  againft  him,  he  touched  the  hollow  of 
"  his  thigh  :  and  the  hollow  of  Jacob's  thigh  was  out  of 
"  joint,  as  he  wreftled  with  him.  And  he  faid,  Let  me 
"  go,  for  the  day  breaketh  :  and  he  faid,  I  will  not  let  thee 
"  go,  except  thou  blefs  me/' 

Some  of  the  fathers,  and  alfo  fome  of  the  Jewifh  writers, 
fuppofe,  that  all  this  was  done  in  prophetic  vifion,  to  re- 
prefent  to  him  the  difficulties  that  were  yet  before  him, 
Which,  by  faith  and  patience  he  was  to  overcome.  But  it 
is  more  reafonabie  to  think,  that  this  was  in  truth  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  angel  to  him  ;  and  indeed  mod  probaHy 
of  the  angel  of  the  covenant ;  becaufe,  from  the  paflage 
itfelf,  it  appears  that  he  had  *•  prevailed  with  God/'  The 
fame  thing  we  are  affuned  of  by  the  prophet  Hofea,  chap, 
xii.  3,4.  "  He  took  his  brother  by  the  heel  in  the  womb, 
*  and  by  his  ftrength  he  had  power  with  God :  yea,  he  had 
u  power  over  the  angel,  and  prevailed :  he  wept  and  made 
"  Amplication  unto  htm  *•  he  found  him  in  Beth-el,  and 
(C  there  he  fpake  with  us.9'  From  this  paffage  alio  we 
learn,  that  it  was  the  fame  who  met  with  him  at  Beth-el. 
Some  think,  with  a  good  deal  of  probability,  that  this  at- 
tack was  made  upon  him  by  way  of  punifhment  for  the 
weaknefs  of  his  faith  ;  that  though  he  had  received  the  pro- 
mife,  he  ihoukl  yet  be  under  fo  great  a  terror  at  the  ap- 
proach of  his  brother.  In  this  indeed  he  was  an  example 
of  what  happens  to  believers  in  every  age.  Paid  mercies 
are  forgotten  at  the  approach  of  future  trials ;  therefore  the 
fame  God  who  vifited  at  Beth-el,  and  promifed  to  be  with 
him,  now  meets  him  in  difpleafure,  and  threatens  to  dc- 
ftroy  him ;  but  by  "  weeping  and  fupplication"  he  not 
only  obtained  his  prefervation,  but  a  further  blefllng.  It 
is  alfo  the  opinion  of  many,  that  the  wreftling  or  coniick 
wa&  literal  and  ital  for  4bn*e  time,  and  that  Jacob  perhaja 
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took  it  to  be  one  of  Efau's  attendants  who  had  come  to 
furprife  him  in  the  night ;  but  that  at  laft  he  perceived  his 
miftake,  when  the  angel,  by  a  flight  touch  of  his  thigh, 
Ihewed  him,  that,  if  he  had  pleai'ed,  he  might  eafily  have 
deftroyed  him.  Then,  as  he  had  contended  with  his  fup- 
pofed  advetfary,  he  now  continues  the  druggie,  by  indit- 
ing upon  a  bleffing ;  which  he  obtains,  in  inch  terms  as 
carry  in  them  a  commendation  both  of  bis  conftancy  and 
importunity :  v.  28-  "  And  he  faid,  Thy  name  (hall  be 

called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Ifrael  •  for  as  a  prince  hail  thou 

power  with  God,  and  with  men,  and  haft  prevailed." 
The  laft  part  of  this  verfe  is  fuppofed  indeed  to  be  wrong 
tranllated ;  and  that  it  fhould  be,  u  as  a  prince  thou  haft 
"  had  power  with  God,  and  therefore  much  more  (halt 
"  thou  prevail  over  men  :*'  which  was  a  promife  not  only 
of  prefent  fecurity,  but  of  future  profperity  and  conqueft. 

But  though  this  remarkable  event  had  a  particular  and 
immediate  relation  to  Jacob,  there  is  no  doubt,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God,  in  putting  it  on  record,  had  a  purpofo  of 
further  and  more  extenfive  ufefalnefs.  It  is  plainly  an  ex- 
ample of  importunity,  and,  as  it  were,  holy  violence  in 
prayer.  So  uniform  and  general  has  this  fenfe  of  the  paf- 
iage  been,  that  fervency  and  importunity  in  prayer  has 
been  generally  called  wrestling  with  God.  This  is  a  fub- 
jeft  which  well  deferves  our  moil  ferious  attention  ;  the 
rather  that  I  am  forry  to  fay,  the  practice  has  fallen  into 
much  difrepute  ;  and  I  am  afraid  the  expreflion  itfelf  is  in 
Home  danger  of  being  treated  with  derifion.  In  difcourfing 
further  on  this  fubje£t,  I  ihall, 

L  Explain  and  illuftrate  a  little  the  nature  and  fubjeft 
of  this  holy  wreftling  and  importunity  in  prayer. 

II.  The  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  it. 

III.  The  great  benefit  arifing  from  it.     And, 

IV.  In  the  laft  place,  I  fhall  make  fome  improvement 
of  the  fubjeft,  for  your  inftru&ion  and  direction. 

I.  First,  then,  I  am  to  explain  and  illuftrate  a  little 
the  nature  and  fubjeft  of  this  holy  wreftling  and  importu- 
nity in  prayer,  Wreftling  neceflarily  fuppofes  fome  re. 
fiflance  or  oppofition  to  be  overcome.    Prayer  indeed,  of 


itWf,  tnd  in  the  firopleft  cafes,  may  be  faid  to  carry  llui 
idea  in  it ;  becaufe  be  that  prays  Hands  in  need  of  Jin* 
thing  which  he  can  only  obtain  by  prcvattog  with,  or 
bending  the  will  of  another  to  beftow:  Mittli.nL  7* 
4>  Afk,  and  it  IhaU  be  given  you :  feek,  and  ycfcall  find: 
44  knock,  and  it  fhall  be  opened  unto  you."  But  as  tbtte 
are  many  gracious  afTurances  of  God's  rcadinefs  to  hear 
our  prayers,  the  fubje&  we  are  now  upon  leads  us  parti. 
cularly  to  die  confideration  of  the  obftru&kms  or  dificoU 
ties  that  lie  in  the  way,  either  of  our  praying  as  we  ought, 
or  praying  with  fuccefs.  Thefe  two  things  mail  be* join* 
ed  together,  becaufe  they  are  in  their  nature  infeparabtr 
conne£led:  James  iv.  3.  '*  Ye  afk  and  receive  not,  becanv 
*c  ye  Mk  ainifs,  that  ye  may  confume  it  upon  your  lufls.* 
James  i.  5,  6,  7.  "  If  any  of  you  lack  wifdom,  let  Mm 
u  afk  of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  vp» 
44  braidech  not ;  and  it  fhall  be  given  him.  But  let  him 
44  afk  in  faith,  nothing  wavering :  for  he  that  wavdtth 
44  is  like  a  wave  of  the  fea,  driven  with  the  wind,  and 
41  tofled.  For  let  not  that  man  think  that  he  fhall  receive 
«4  any  thing  of  the  Lord."  Now*  for  the  illuftration  of 
this  duty  and  pradtice,  in  a  way  fuited  to  the  condition 
and  daily  experience  of  the  children  of  God,  I  fhall  men- 
tion fome  of  the  chief  obftruttions  or  difficulties  we  have 
to  wreflle  with  in  our  accefs  to  God,  and  which  muft 
be  overcome  by  the  importunity  and  holy  violence  of 
prayer. 

1.  The  firft  of  thefe  I  fhall  mention  is  a  fenfe  of  guilt 
overwhelming  the  foul.  This,  which  is  the  flrongeft  of 
all  arguments  for  the  neceffity  of  prayer,  is  often  found 
in  experience  to  hinder  the  performance.  When  any 
perfon  is  arretted  of  confeience,  when  his  multiplied  tranf* 
greflions  appear  before  him  in  all  their  variety,  and  in  all 
their  aggravations,  it  is  apt  to  fill  him  with  a  jealoufy  of 
God,  a  dread  of  entering  into  his  prefence,  and  in  fome 
fort  a  defpair  of  obtaining  his  mercy.  This  hath  been  often 
feen  in  great  profligates,  overtaken  by  a  vifitation  of  Pro- 
vidence, and  Aung  by  the  reproaches  of  confeience.  When 
they  have  been  urged  to  apply  for  divine  mercy,  they  have 
aniwered, ft  I  cannot  pray :'  x>r, '  How  can  I  pray,  who 
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*  have  been  fo  monftrous  a  (inner  ?'  Nay,  it  may  be  fre- 
quently obferved,  that  men  who  live  in  fecurity,  without 
any  juft  convi£tion  of  their  fmful  {late,  will  maintain  fome 
fort  of  form  of  religion,  will  even  go  through  their  form 
with  fome  pleafure,  and  place  fome  dependance  upon  it. 
But  when  confeience  begins  to  rife  a  little  upon  them,  and 
they  fee  the  enormities  they  are  guilty  of,  though  it  can- 
not make  them  forfake  their  fins,  it  makes  them  fpeedily 
forfake  all  their  religion.  It  is  taken  notice  of  by  Dr. 
Doddridge,  in  his  life  of  Col.  Gardiner,  that  when  he  was 
indulging  himfelf  in  all  manner  of  wickednefs,  he  began, 
from  a  natural  fenfe  of  duty,  to  pay  fome  acknowledg- 
ments to  God ;  but  as  he  was  not  refolved  to  forfake  his 
fins,  the  daring  profanity  of  it  (truck  him  with  horror. 
He  therefore  determined,  fays  the  author,  €  to  make  no 
4  more  attempts  of  this  fort ;  and  was  perhaps  one  of  the 

*  firft  that  deliberately  laid  afide  prayer  from  fome  fenfe 
'  of  God's  omnifcience,  and  fome  natural  principle  of  ho- 
4  nor  and  confeience.9  In  this  laft  reflection,  the  worthy 
author  is  undoubtedly  miitaken ;  for  he  was  not  the  firft, 
Aor  will  he  be  the  laft,  who  has  been  driven  from  prayer 
by  a  fenfe  of  fin,  and  a  horror  of  his  Maker's  prefence. 

I  have  defer ibed  this  difficulty  in  its  mod  hideous  form, 
if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  as  it  (lands  in  the  way  of  wicked  men. 
But  there  is  often  too  much  of  it  to  be  found  even  in  good 
men  themfelves.  A  deep  fenfe  of  fin  often  fills  them  with 
a  flavifh  fear,  mars  their  confidence  before  God,  and 
tempts  them  to  keep  at  a  diftance  from  him.  Pfal.  xl. 
ia.  "  For  innumerable  evils  have  compaffed  me  about, 
u  mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  I 
u  am  not  able  to  look  up :  they  are  more  than  the  hairs  of 
"  mine  head,  therefore  my  heart  (aileth  me."  He  that 
wreftles  in  prayer,  refufes  to  yield  to  this  difcouragement. 
He  (till  ventures,  though  at  a  diftance,  to  look  to  his  offen- 
ded God.  Though  he  is  filled  with  tribulation  and  fear,  he 
will  not  give  up  his  plea.  He  fays  with  the  Pfalmift,  Pf. 
btxvii.  7,  8,  9.  u  Will  the  Lord  caft  off  for  ever?  and 
"  will  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone 
M  for  ever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?  Hath  God 
"  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  (hut  up  his 
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44  tender  mercies  ?  Sclah."  He  endeavor*  to  take  ibcll 
views  of  the  glory  and  extent  of  divine  mercy  as  will 
give  him  fome  ground  of  hope.  He  maketb  fuppficatfam 
with  flrong  crying  and  tears.  Againft  hope  he  bdieveth 
in  hope ;  or  refolves,  that  if  he  periih,  he  flialt  perift  it 
the  footftool  of  mercy.  And  nothing  is  fb  proper  to  bring 
him  to  this  refolution,  nay,  nothing  is  fuffieient  for  that 
purpofe,  but  the  freenefs  of  falvation,  as  it  is  offered  in  the 
gofpel  ofChrift,  where  all  confidence  is  derived,  not  from 
the  goodnefs  of  the  finner,  but  from  the  power  and  grace 
of  the  Saviour* 

2.  Another  difficulty  to  be  overcome  in  prayer  is,  a 
frowning  Providence  difcouraging  the  mind.  When  thii 
is  added  to  the  former,  as  they  commonly  go  together,  k 
augments  the  difficulty,  and  adds  to  the  diftrefs.  When 
great  calamities  are  brought  upon  die  believer,  when  one 
ftroke  follows  upon  the  back  of  another,  when  fin  chal- 
lenges and  Providence  puniihes  him,  he  is  then  m  dan- 
ger of  giving  up  his  condition  as  defperate,  and  without 
remedy.  See  the  refle&ions  of  Job  in  this  ftrain,  not- 
withftanding  he  is  commended  to  us  as  a  pattern  of  pa- 
tience, Job  xix.  8,  9,  10.  u  He  hath  fenced  up  my  way 
44  that  I  cannot  pafs,  and  he  hath  fet  darknefs  in  my 
44  paths.  He  hath  ftript  me  of  my  glory,  and  taken  the 
•*  crown  from  my  head.  He  hath  deftroyed  me  on  every 
44  fide,  and  I  am  gone :  and  my  hope  hath  he  removed 
41  like  a  tree." 

When  the  rod  of  corre&ion  falls  heavy,  the  Chriftian 
finds  it  very  difficult  to  believe  that  it  comes  from  the  love 
of  a  father,  and  is  rather  apt  to  tremble  under  it  as  the  fe- 
verity  of  a  judge.  So  did  Jacob  himfelf,  after  all  his  expe- 
rience, in  the  clofe  of  life,  Gen.  xlii.  36.  4C  And  Jacob 
44  their  father  faid  unto  them,  Me  have  ye  bereaved  of  my 
44  children ;  Jofeph  is  not,  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will  take 
44  Benjamin  away  :  ail  thefe  things  are  againft  me,*' 
Sometimes  the  courfe  of  Providence  in  general  has  the 
fame  effeft.  The  profperity  and  infolence  of  finners,  the 
oppreffed  date  of  the  children  of  God,  the  difappointed  en- 
deavors of  his  fervants,  make  them  often  call  in  queftion 
Jiis  pretence,  his  feithfulnefs,  or  hit  power.     This  is  tbe 
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fubje&of  the  whole  73d  Pfalm,  and  fummed  up  in  the 
10th  and  nth  vcrfes :  "  Therefore  his  people  return  hi- 
Cher ;  and  waters,  of  a  full  cup  are  wrung  out  to  them* 
And  they  fay,  How  doth  God  know  ?  and  is  there 
14  knowledge  in  the  Molt  High  ?" 

He  that  wreftles  in  prayer,  therefore,  confidcrs  the 
depth  of  Divine  Providence  with  reverence.  He  dwells 
upon  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God,  who  alone  can  bring 
light  out  of  darknefs,  and  order  out  of  confufion.  He 
taketh  hold  of  his  covenant,  and  the  fure  and  everlafting 
mercy  that  is  contained  in  it,  and  humbly  and  earneflly 
prays  for  univerfal  and  abfolute  refignation  to  the  divine 
will.  This,  my  brethren,  is  one  of  the  greateft  and  molt 
important  objects  of  prayer,  and  what  believers  fhould 
wreftle  for  with  the  greateft  fervor  and  importunity-  They 
fhould  cry  mightily  to  God,  and  ex  port u late  earneflly  with 
their  own  hearts,  as  the  Pfalmift,  Pf.  xlii.  9,  10,  n.  "I 
u  will  fay  unto  God  my  rock,  Why  haft  thou  forgotten 
?4  me  ?  why  go  I  mourning  becaufe  of  the  oppreffion  of  the 
ift  enemy  ?  As  with  a  fword  in  my  bones,  mine  enemies 
44  reproach  me  :  while  they  fay  daily  unto  me,  Where  is 
44  thy  God  ?  Why  art  thou  caft  down,  O  my  foul  ?  and 
44  why  art  thou  difquieted  within  me  ?  hope  thou  in  Godf 
44  for  I  fliall  yet  praife  him,  who  is  the  health  of  my  coun. 
44  tenance,  and  my  God/'  I  am  not  here  to  go  through 
all  the  grounds  of  encouragement  on  which  the  fuffering 
and  pleading  believer  may  place  his  dependance,  drawn 
from  the  perfections  of  an  unchangeable  God,  from  the 
power  of  a  Saviour  upon  a  throne,  from  the  precife  and 
exprefs  promifes  in  lcripture  of  fupport  or  deliverancef 
and  the  daily  experience  of  the  faithful.  It  is  fufficient 
that  I  have  pointed  out  to  you  the  ftate  and  practice  of  a 
diitreffed  and  afflidted  Christian  wreftling  with  God, 

3.  Another  difficulty  often  arifes  from  unbelieving 
thoughts,  and  inward  temptations  diftreffing  the  fpirit. 
Prayer  takes  its  rife  from  and  is  carried  on  by  faith.  Pray- 
er indeed  is  little  elfe  than  the  immediate  and  lively  exer- 
cife  of  faith :  Heb.  xi.  6.  "  For  he  that  cometh  to  God, 
•4  mud  believe  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of 
*4  them  that  diligently  feek  him.,>  On  this  account,  duti- 
Vol.  I.  1  L 
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fal  and  acceptable  .prayer  is  called  the  prayer  offnik 
Who  would  apply,  or  who  can  apply,  to  God,  far  any 
mercy,  but  from  a  perfuafton  that  he  is  ptfefeut  to  hear, 
and  that  he  is  able  and  willing  to  bcftow  ?  Now,  when 
this  faith  begins  to  fail,  either  from  its  natural  weaknds; 
from  our  finful  negligence,  from  the  fubtle  infiraiarioot, 
or  the  more  violent  aflaults  of  the  adverfary  of  our  61* 
vation,  it  mull  be  a  great  hindrance  to  the  exercifc  of 
prayer. 

Many  are  the  difficulties  of  this  kind  which  the  Ghrit 
tian,  from  time  to  time,  hath  to  druggie  with.  Sometimes 
he  is  made  to  doubt  of  the  certainty,  and  fometimes  of  the 
meaning  of  the  promifes.  We  lee  fome  diftrefled  per* 
fons  fo  embarrafled  with  fcruples,  or  fo  milled  by  cootro- 
verfy,  as  to  lofe  the  relifh  and  fpiritual  comfort  of  the  wad 
of  God,  while  they  are  contending  about  it.  Sometimes 
they  are  made  to  doubt  their  own  title  to  apply  the  pro- 
mifes  wjiich  appear  like  a  rich  and  fumptuous  table,  en- 
compafied  with  a  flaming  fword,  forbidding  their  approach* 
Thus  they  are  led  away  from  the  confolation  ofIfrael,and 
made  to  feek  in  vain  for  a  foundation  of  comfort  in  them- 
felves. How  often  do  we  fee,  that  the  very  fenfe  of  fin, 
and  fear  of  danger,  the  very  mifery  and  neceffity  which 
particularly  difcover  the  fitnefs  and  excellence  of  the 
truths  of  the  everlalting  gofpel,  are  made  ufe  of  to  clifcou- 
rage  us  from  embracing  them ! 

Sometimes  the  truths  themfelves  are  perverted,  or  fet 
in  oppofition  one  to  another,  and  mutually  deftroy  each 
other's  influence.  Thus,  while  the  conftant  and  over- 
ruling providence  of  God  fhould  be  the  great  foundation 
both  of  our  faith  and  prayer,  it  is  fometimes  fet  in  oppofi- 
tion to  both.  The  falfe  reafoner  will  fay  to  himfelf,  Why 
fhould  I  pray  for  deliverance  from  this  diftrefs  ?  why  fhould 
1  pray  or  hope  for  the  pofleffion  of  fuch  a  mercy  ?  The 
whole  order  and  courfe  of  events  is  fixed  and  unalterable. 
If  it  is  appointed  to  happen,  it  fhall  happen,  whether  I 
fpeak  or  be  filent ;  if  it  is  otherwife  determined,  the  pray* 
ers  of  the  whole  creation  will  not  be  able  to  obtain  it. 
How  unhappily  do  men  thus  reafon  themfelves  out  of  their 
owri  peace !  not  confid*jfhjg  the  unfpeakable  abfurdity  of 
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taking  our  weak  and  imperfett  conceptions  of  the  nature 
nd  government  of  God  to  (land  in  oppofition  to  his  own 
xprefs  command.  The  influence  of  fecond  caufes,  mo- 
ll as  well  as  natural,  is  a  matter  of  undeniable  experi- 
nce.  If  you  acknowledge  it  in  the  one,  fhould  you  deny 
in  the  other  ?  Is  not  intemperance  the  caufe  of  difeafe  ? 
\  not  flothfulnefs  the  way  to  poverty?  is  not  negle&ed 
Ilage  the  caufe  of  a  barren  field  ?  and  is  not  retraining 
rayer  alfo  the  way  to  barrennefs  of  fpirit  ?  Believe  it,  my 
rethren,  fervent  prayer  is  as  fure  and  effectual  a  mean  of 
btaining  thofe  mercies  which  may  be  lawfully  prayed 
>r,  as  plowing  and  lowing  is  of  obtaining  the  fruits  of  the 
round. 

Again,  fometimes  by  the  cunning  of  Satan,  the  believer 
1  driven  to  the  brink  of  the  precipice,  and  made  to  doubt 
F  the  very  being  of  God,  and  the  reality  of  all  religion. 
:  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  this  mud  wholly  take  away  the  ne- 
sflky  and  ufe  of  prayer.  But  even  when  it  is  not  fo 
owerful  as  to  prevent  the  pradtice,  yet  doth  it  in  a  great 
leafure,  cool  the  fervor  and  deftroy.  the  comfort  of  prayer. 
[e  that  wreftles  with  God  has  often  thefe  difficulties,  in  a 
reater  or  leffer  degree,  to  ftruggle  with.  Some  of  them  it 
;  his  duty  to  oppofe  by  reafon,  and  fome  of  them  dire&Iy 
nd  immediately  to  refift  and  banifh  as  temptations ;  and 
think  an  exercifed  Chriftian  will  ufually  make  the  mat- 
vr  of  his  complaint  the  fubjeft  of  his  prayer.  This  is  in. 
eed  defeating  the  tempter  with  his  own  weapons :  it  is 
ringing  fwectnefs  out  of  the  ftrong,  and  meat  out  of  the 
ater,  when  the  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  our  pray- 
rs  ferve  to  excite  us  to  greater  ardor,  importunity,  and 
requency  in  that  neceffary  and  profitable  exercife. 

4.  Another  difficulty  with  which  the  believer  hath  to 
•niggle,  is  the  coldnefs  and  flothfulnefs  of  his  own  heart. 
This  is  as  great  a  hindrance  of  prayer  as  any  that  hath 
een  named ;  and  1  believe  it  is  of  all  others  the  mod 
ommon  and  prevalent.  At  the  fame  time  it  affords  a 
ery  mortifying  view  of  our  own  charatter  and  ftate. 
Grange  indeed!  that  when  we  confider  the  great  and 
ternal  God  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  we  fhould  find  fo 
nuch  difficulty  in  maintaining  a  ferious  and  attentive 


456         Fcnenty  md  Importunity  i*  A*J9r. 

frame  of  fpirit !  that  when  we  lie  under  fo  great  and 
fpeakablc  obligations  to  his  mercy,  oor  fcnfe  of  gratitude 
ftiould  be  fo  weak  and  languid !  that  when  we  have  Wet 
fings  to  afk  of  fo  ineftimable  value,  we  ihould  notwttb- 
ftanding  doit  with  fo  much  indifference!  And  what  a 
flranger  dill,  are  there  not  many  who  have  tailed,  in  feme 
degree*  the  fweetnefs  and  confolation  of  communion  with 
God,  and  yet  are  ready  to  return  to  a  (late  of  coldnefsand 
negligence ! 

I  am  perfuaded  I  need  not  tell  any  ferious  perfon  in  thil 
aflembly  the  danger  or  frequency  of  the  Chriftian's  being 
ieized  with  a  flothfalnefs,  coldnefs,  or  fecurity  of  fpirit 
It  is  probable  many  are  at  this  moment  inwardly  afliamtd 
on  being  thus  barely  put  in  mind  of  it.  How  often  ii  it 
the  reproach  and  (lain  of  all  our  worihip  in  public,  in  fa- 
mily, and  in  fecret !  how  eafily  do  we  degenerate  into  t 
form  !  how  hardly  is  the  fpirit  and  affeftion  kept  alive ! 
How  many  are  there  over  whom  conference  has  fo  moch 
power,  that  they  neither  dare  abfent  themfelves  from  pub- 
lic ordinances,  nor  difcontinue  the  form  of  fecret  duty: 
and  yet  they  may  continue  long  in  a  heartlefs,  lifekfs, 
and  unprofitable  attendance  upon  both  !  Times  of  deep 
convidtion,  of  heavy  afflifition,  or  harraffing  temptation,  are 
more  diftreffing ;  but  they  are  not  fo  infnaring,  as  this 
leprofy  that  creeps  upon  us  in  a  feafon  of  quiet  and  ferfr 
nity.  The  other  difficulties,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  force  us  to 
wreftle  with  them,  becaufe  they  leave  us  no  peace ;  but 
this  tempts  us  to  lit  Hill  under  it,  becaufe  it  gives  us  no 
dillurbance. 

He  that  wreftles  with  God  in  prayer,  then,  muft  main- 
tain a  confli£t  with  the  flothfulnefs  of  his  own  fpirit,  and 
endeavor  to  preferve  that  vigor  and  fervency  of  afie&ion 
fo  neceffary  to  the  right  performance  of  the  duty.  You 
will  fay,  perhaps,  With  what  propriety  is  this  called  wrtfi- 
ling  with  God?  it  is  rather  wrcliling  with  himfelf.  But 
when  we  confider,  that  every  gracious  difpolition  muft 
come  down  from  above,  from  the  Father  of  lights,  and  au- 
thor of  every  good  and  pcrfcCt  gift :  and,  in  particular, 
that  the  fpirit  of  prayer  is  one  of  his  mod  precious  and 
excellent  gifts ;  the  juiinefs  and  propriety  of  this  language 
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mifeflly  appear.  The  coldnefs  of  our  hearts,  and 
s  of  our  affe&ions  in  worfhip,  ought,  on  the  one 
:o  be  imputed  to  ourfelves  as  the  immediate  and 
aufe,  and,  on  the  other,  may  be  confidered  as  a  part 
s  mod  holy  providence,  who  withdraws  his  Spirit 
teous  judgment.  Thus  the  Pfalmift  very  beauti- 
ys,  Pfal.  lxv.  4,  "  Blefied  is  the  man  whom  thou 
jft,  and  caufeft  to  approach  unto  thee,  that  he  may 
in  thy  courts."  And  thus  the  fpirit  of  fupplica- 
l  remarkable  gofpel-promife  :  Zech.  xii.  10.  "  And 
I  pour  upon  the  houfe  of  David,  and  upon  the  in- 
ants  of  Jerufalem,  the  fpirit  of  grace  and  of  fuppli- 
is,  and  they  fhall  look  upon  me  whom  they  Have 
ed,  and  they  fhall  mourn  for  him,  as  one  mourneth 
s  only  fon,  and  fhall  be  in  bitternefs  for  him,  as  one 
s  in  bitternefs  for  his  firft  born." 
brethren,  there  is  the  greateft  reafon  for  every 
in,  not  only  to  wreftle  againft  a  flothful  difpofition 
1,  but  to  fear  its  influence  as  a  judgment ;  for  if 
fpiritual  judgments  it  holds  a  chief  place,  when 
veth  4t  the  fpirit  of  flumber;  eyes  that  they  fhould 
se,  and  ears  that  they  fhould  not  hear ;"  it  ought  to 
ed  in  the  fame  manner  with  all  other  obflrudtions, 
to  fay,  encountered  by  vigorous  refiftance.  Like 
:r  enemies,  it  acquires  courage  by  fuccefs ;  like  all 
Ins,  it  is  ftrengthened  by  indulgence.  And  yet, 
low  often  is  this  very  circumflance  made  ufe  of  as 
ufe  for  the  omiflion  of  prayer  ?  When  the  Chriftian 
imfelf  lifelefs  and  indifpofed  to  prayer,  it  n>akes  him 
iegle£t  it  altogether,  or  flur  over  the  performance 
relei's  and  trifling  manner,  faying  to  himfelf, "  I  am 
low  in  a  fit  temper  for  it."  Nay,  fometimes  he 
himfelf  even  religioully  out  of  his  duty,  faying,  "  I 
but  dilhonor  God  by  l'uch  a  heartlefs  facrificc ;  and 
fore  I  had  better  delay  it  till  I  be  in  a  frame  that  is 
for  it."  But  if  the  time  and  other  circumftances 
the  duty,  our  own  indifpofition  of  heart  is,  cf  all 
the  molt  foolifh  and  criminal  excufe.  How  much 
vould  it  be  to  wreltlc  as  Jacob  in  the  text,  and  in- 
n  the  blefling ;  which  cannot  be  more  fenfibly  illul- 
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trated  with  refpcQ:  to  this  particular  branctvthan  fay  men* 
tioning  to  you  a  rcfolution  which  an  eminent  Chriftian 
entered  into  for  his  own  pra&ice :  That  he  would  net  be 
baffled  by  a  treacherous  fpirit ;  for  he  would  never  give 
over  the  work  of  praife,  till  hisaffe&ions  were  ftined,and 
he  was  brought  to  a  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  divine  goodnefi ; 
tad  that  he  would  never  give  over  enumerating  and  con- 
fcfling  his  fins,  till  his  heart  was  melted  in  contrition  tnd 
penitential  forrow ! 

5.  I  may  mention  one  other  difficulty  with  which  we 
have  to  firuggle  in  prayer,  viz.  when  it  pleafes  God  to 
poftpone,  for  a  feafon,  his  compliance  with  our  requefts. 
Though  his  ears  are  always  open  to  the  cry  of  his  people, 
he  (bmetimes  carries  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  if  they  were 
fad  clofed  againft  them.  Though  their  petitions  be  offer- 
ed up  in  faith,  and  on  a  fubjeft  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God, 
they  may  not  always  be  granted  in  the  manner,  in  the 
meafure,  or  in  the  feafon  that  they  themfelves  defire,  or 
even  in  their  imperfeft  judgment  may  think  mod  proper. 
Many  examples  might  be  given  of  this,  A  minifter  pray- 
ing for  the  fuccefs  of  his  labors,  may  be  heard  in  mercy, 
though  it  do  not  happen  fo  foon,  and  though  he  cannot  fee 
it  fo  clearly,  as  it  is  natural  for  him  to  defire.  He  may 
have  many  feals  of  his  miniftry,  although  he  meet  with 
difappointment  in  fome  of  thofe  on  whom  he  looked  with 
the  mod  favorable  eye.  A  parent  may  pray  for  the  falva- 
tion  of  his  children,  and  his  defires  may  have  gone  up  with 
acceptance  before  the  throne,  although  the  accompliih- 
ment  be  yet  far  diftant,  and  they  feem,  for  the  time,  to 
increafe  unto  more  ungodlinefs.  An  affli&ed  perfon  may 
have  a&ually  obtained  the  fandttfied  improvement  of  his 
affli&ion,  although  he  cannot  yet  perceive  the  ends  of  Di- 
vine Providence  in  it,  the  comfortable  difcovery  of  which 
may  be  a  feaft  refefved  for  him  at  fome  future  feafon  ;  or, 
in  genera],  a  mercy  may  be  granted  with  advantage  and 
increafe,  though  it  be  fufpended  for  a  time. 

In  this  interval,  however,  the  Chriftian's  eyes  may  be 
ready  to  fail  with  looking  long ;  he  may  be  in  danger  of 
ceafing  his  application,  or  abating  his  fervor,  through  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs.    Therefore  we  have  many  exhortations 
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in  fcripture  to  perfeverance  and  importunity  in  prayer. 
We  are  exhorted  to  pray  without  ceafing,  and  to  continue 
inftant  in  prayer.  Our  Saviour,  Luke  xviii.  1,  fpoke  a 
parable  on  purpofe  to  teach  men,  that  they  ought  always 
to  pray,  and  not  to  faint :  Heb.  x.  36,  37.  "  For  ye  have 
44  need  of  patience ;  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of 
M  God,  ye  might  receive  the  promife.  For  yet  a  little 
44  while,  and  he  that  fhall  come,  will  come,  and  will  not 
44  tarry."  Habakkuk  ii.  3.  "  For  the  vifion  is  yet  for  an 
44  appointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  (hall  fpeak,  and  not 
44  lie  :  though  it  tarry,  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  furely 
41  come,  it  will  not  tarry."  To  which  pafiage  I  fhall  only 
add' Lamentations,  chap.  iii.  25,  26.  "The  Lord  is  good 
44  unto  them  that  wait  for  him,  to  the  foul  that  feeketh 
44  him.  It  is  good  that  a  man  fhould  both  hope  and  quiet- 
44  \y  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  Lord." 

I  {hall  conclude  this  head  by  obferving,  that  all  thefe 
obftruftions  are  at  the  dire&ion  and  difpofal  of  Providence, 
for  the  trial  of  the  faith  and  patience  of  believers ;  and 
therefore  their  perfeverance  under,  and  conftancy  in  op* 
pofition  to  them,  is,  with  great  propriety,  confidered  as 
an  imitation  of  the  patriarch  Jacob  in  his  wreftling  with 
God. 

Before  proceeding  to  the  remaining  part  of  this  fubjett, 
fuffer  me  to  make  a  practical  improvement  of  what  hath 
been  already  faid.     And, 

1.  Let  us  hence  learn  the  infinite  grace  and  condefcen- 
fion  of  God,  who  not  only  admits  his  people  to  commu- 
nion with  him,  but  invites  and  encourages  them  to  the 
mod  preffing  importunity,  and  even,  to  fpeak  fo,  to  of- 
fer  a  holy  violence  to  him.  The  reafons  of  this  will  be 
more  fully  opened  in  the  next  difcourfe.  In  the  mean 
time,  let  us  make  it  the  fubjeft  of  wonder  and  praife. 
Well  may  we  fay  with  Job,  chap.  vii.  17,  18,  44  What  is 
41  man,  that  thou  fhouldft  magnify  him  ?  and  that  thou 
44  fhouldft  fet  thine  heart  upon  him?  and  that  thou  fhouldft 
**  vifit  him  every  morning,  and  try  him  every  moment  ?'* 
This  is  the  dignity  of  human  nature  indeed,  not  from 
what  he  is  in  himfelf,  but  what  he  may  be  by  union  with 
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God  through  Chrift ;  for  through  him  we  have  all  accefa 
by  one  Spirit  unto  the  Father,  And  if  ncarnefe  to  God  » 
io  great  a  privilege,  who  would  not  covet  it?  who  would 
pot  cultivate  it ;  Surely  all  but  thofe  who,  to  their  final 
condemnation,  difbelieve  and  defpife  it. 

2.   Let  us  learn  from  what  hath  been  laid,  to  defeod 
the  exercifes  of  piety,  and  particularly  this  honorable  pri- 
vilege of  the  faints,  from  the  fcorn  and  reproach  of  the 
enemies  of  vital  religion.     I  am  abundantly  fenfible,  that 
there  are  fome,  and  fome  amongft  ourfelves,  who  treat 
this  fubjedt  with  contempt  and  difdain,  and  look  upon  a 
believer's  wreflling  with  God  in  prayer,  his  being  fore- 
times in,  and  fome  times  not  in  a  frame  for  his  fervid!,  tt 
the  raving  and  incoherent  effufions  of  weaknefs  and  en- 
thufiafm.    This  is  not  only  an  evidence  of  their  being 
themfelves  ftrangers  to  true  religion,  but  is  indeed  diieft- 
ly  contrary  to  found  judgment  and  reafon.     I  have  laid 
down  to  you  the  meaning  and  fubjeft  of  this  wreflling 
and  importunity  in  prayer ;  and  is  there  any  thing  more 
clearly  founded  upon  truth,    nature,   and  experience? 
Hear,  ye  unbelievers  ;  might  I  not  transfer  every  parti- 
cular, and  illuftrate  it  in  the  intercourfe  of  man  with  man? 
If  you  had  a  favor  to  afk  of  another,  and  were  fenfible  that 
you  had  done  him  a  great,  recent,  and  unprovoked  inju- 
ry, would  not  this  fill  you   with  jealoufy  ?    would  it  not 
keep  you  at  a  diflance  ?    would  it  not  make  you,  as  the 
common  faying  is,  afraid  to  look  him  in  the  face  ?    If  be 
had  carried  himfeif  as  your  enemy,  and  feemed  in  many 
inftances,  to  fet  himfeif  in  oppofition  to  you  ;  would  not 
this  give  you  even  more  than  iufpicion  and  uncertainty  as 
to  the  iflue  of  your  application  ?     If  by  the  fuggeftion  of 
his  enemies,  you  were  made  to  believe  him  refentful  and 
implacable ;    would  not  this  extinguilh  your  hope,  and 
break  up  all  correfpondence  ?     If  your  own  heart  were 
naturally  too  proud  to  intreat,  or  too  carelefs  to  give  at. 
tendance,  would  not  the  fuit  be  negle&ed  ?  Or  if  you  had 
prefented  your  petition,  and  for  a  long  tract  of  time  no 
anfwer  was  returned;  would  you  not  give  up  all  hopes  of 
it  as  forgotten  or  reje&ed  ?     Is  not  this  an  image  of  the 
ilate  of  the  Chriftian  in  many  inftances  ?    And  thcrefatf 


Mervency  and  Importunity  in  Prayer.  461 

f  prayer  is  a  part  of  natural  religion,  if  it  is  a  matter  of 
tuty  or  neceflity  at  all,  it  mud  often  have  the  above  dif- 
tculties  to  overcome,  and,  on  that  account,  be  juftly  con- 
dered  as  a  fpecies  ofwreflling  with  God.  And  why 
bould  the  Chriftian's  being  in  or  out  of  frame  for  his  duty 
d  God,  be  made  the  fubje£t  of  derifion  ?  Is  there  not 
amething  fimibp  to  it  as  to  every  objett  of  ftudy  or  appli- 
ation  ?  Are  tnere  not  fome  feafons  when  you  fay,  your 
fiind  lies  to  your  book,  your  work,  or  even  your  play, 
nd  then  it  goes  on  fweetly  and  pleafantly  ?  Are  there 
tot  others,  when  it  is  again  It  the  grain,  and  then  every 
rifle  is  a  difficulty,  and  even  the  air  is  a  burden.  If  you 
oniider  thefe  things,  you  mud  be  fenfible,  that  all  to  whom 
ternity  is  the  highelt  concern,  and  therefore  religion  their 
hief  care,  mud  be  attentive  to  the  (late  of  their  hearts  to- 
wards God.  And  if  this  is  the  cafe,  every  thing,  whe- 
her  inward  or  outward,  that  promotes  or  hinders  their 
cquaintance  with  him,  will  appear  to  them  of  the  utmoft 
noment.  The  truth  is,  whoever  takes  the  liberty  to  de- 
pife  and  ridicule  the  concern  of  ferious  perfons  about 
ommunion  with  God,  mudexcufe  me  for  faying,  becaufe 
I  is  my  deliberate  judgment,  either  that  they  are  enemies 
0  religion  in  their  hearts,  or  that  they  are  wholly  ignorant 
f  the  important  fubjett. 

3.  As  we  would  defend  the  duty  above  explained  from 
ae  feoffs  of  infidels,  let  us  alfo  guard  it  from  abufe,  and 
ittinguifh  it  from  any  corruption  that  may  pretend,  or 
nay  be  thought  to  refemble  it.  Particularly,  let  us  be- 
/are  of  allowing  in  ourfelves,  or  approving  in  others,  any 
rofs  indecent  familiarity,  either  of  fpeech  or  carriage, 
fou  fee,  my  brethren,  that  wreftling  with  God  arifes 
rom  a  deep  impreflion  of  the  infinite  and  unfpeakable  im- 
lortance  of  the  bleflings  in  profped,  and  their  abfolute  ne- 
effity  to  the  petitioner.  This  will  make  him  dill  infift, 
nd  urge  his  requed,  and,  as  it  were,  refufe  to  let  go  his 
■old.  But  it  is  alio  condantly  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
olinefs  of  God's  nature,  and  the  greatnefsof  his  power; 
rhich,  when  fet  home  upon  the  wounded  confeience,  is 
ften  the  principal  caufe  of  the  didrefs.  Is  there  not  then 
ie  judeft  reafon  for  earnellnefs  and  concern  ?  But  is  it 

Vol.  I.  3  M 
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not  alfo  plain,  that  this  mutt  preferve  the  believer  fraB 
impropriety ;  and  that  it  cannot  lead  to  any  fooUffi  «r  w  ■ 
decent  familiarity,  which  is  often  miftaken  for  it,  u&W  I 
ten  reproached  in  its  room  ?  1 

What  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fubjeft,  I  hope,ir^| 
point  out  to  you  the  juft  middle  between  every  viciogot-  I 
treme.    Such  real  concern,  fuch  fervor  dp  fpirit,  vnfWt  I 
indeed  lead  any  to  ftudy  in  their  prayers  a  nice,  viby*  I 
ornamented  ftyle.    This  is  the  language  of  a  mind  atdfc  1 
It  is  but  of  little  value  at  any  rate :  but  O  how  mtfptaedf  I 
O  how  unfuitable  in  prayer  to  God !  This  is  beft  carried  1 
on  by  plain  and  ardent  expreffions  of  the  very  temwrtf  I 
the  foul,  when  the  fulnefs  of  the  heart  gives  a  readf  it*  I 
terance  to  the  tongue.     But  neither  will  the  views  whitk  ] 
the  wreftling  believer  hath  of  the  glory  and  majefly  of  God,  1 
of  the  ftri&nefs  of  his  law,  and  the  terror  of  Ids  writ 
fuffer  him  to  give  way  to  *ny  trifling,  flovenly,  or  ridfcfr  I 
lous  manner  of  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  throne  of  grata. 
It  muft  be  obferved  indeed,  that  there  will  be  a  differ- 
ence,  according  to  the  different  circumftances,   ftatioo, 
and  capacity  of  the  perfons  concerned.     There  may  be 
many  a  ferious  Chriftian,  who  knows  what  it  is  to  poor 
out  his  heart  before  God,  and  fpread  his  fins  and  forrovs 
at  his  feet,  who  would  not  be  fit  for  leading  the  devotion 
of  a  public  or  promifcuous  aflembly  ;  yet  he  may  be  the 
perfon  who,  as  a  prince,  hath  power  with  God,  and  pre- 
vails.    The  prayers  of  fuch  a  wreftler,  with  all  the  bfe- 
mifhes  that  attend  them,  are  probably  far  more  effectual, 
than  thofe  of  fuch  over-nice  perfons,  as  defpife  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  underftanding,  or  make  themfelves  merry  with 
the  homelinefs  of  his  ftyle :  nay,  I  muft  fay  further,  that 
we  fometimes  meet  with  perfons  whofe  language  in  prayer 
is  fo  unfpeakably  fuperior  to  their  abilities  or  performances 
of  other  kinds,  as  to  fhow  that  they  have  an  undlion  from 
the  Holy  One  ;  and  that  they  are  examples  of  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  that  promife,  Pfal.  xxv.  14.  "  The  fecretof 
44  the  Lord  is  with  them  that  fear  him  :  and  he  will  fliew 
"  them  his  covenant." 

4.  I  muft  conclude  the  fubjeft  at  this  time  with  earned- 
ly  exhorting  you  all  to  jhe  diligent  exercife  of  this  dutjr. 
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And  that  it  may  be  the  more  diftintt  and  effectual,  I  fhall 
briefly  point  out  to  you  the  following  obje&s  of  prayer. 

1.  Be  fervent  in  prayer  for  the  improvement  of  the  fpi- 
ritual  life  in  your  own  fouls.  Prayer  is  at  once  the  fecu- 
rity  and  the  comfort  of  a  Chriftian.  Hate,  fear,  prevent  as 
much  as  in  you  lieth  every  thing  that  may  obftrutt  your 
regularity  and  earneftnefs  in  this  duty. 

2.  Be  earned  in  your  fupplication,  and  importunate 
in  your  pleading  for  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the  glory  of 
his  kingdom,  efpecially  in  your  native  country.  The 
chara&er  of  real  Ghriftians,  in  thisrefpett,  is  well  defcri- 
bed  by  the  prophet :  If.  lxii.  6,  7.  "  I  have  fet  watchmen 

upon  thy  walls,  O  Jerufalem,  which  (hall  never  hold 
their  peace  day  nor  night :  ye  that  make  mention  of  the 
Lord,  keep  not  filence ;  and  give  him  no  reft,  till  he 
11  eftablifh,  and  till  he  make  Jerufalem  a  praife  in  the 
44  earth."  The  languifhing  ftate  of  religion  in  this  nation, 
and  the  threatening  afpett  of  Providence,  fhould  prefs  us 
to  this  duty :  and  furely,  in  proportion  as  our  belief  of  the 
truths  of  the  gofpel  is  real  and  prevalent,  we  muft  behold 
tranfgreflions  with  grief,  and  be  ready  to  intercede  for  a 
44  time  of  refrefliing  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord." 

3.  Be  earned  for  a  feafon  for  die  power  of  God  at  this 
approaching  communion.  We  ferve  an  all-fufficient  and 
unchangeable  God,  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day,  and  for 
ever,  who  is  able  to  pour  down  his  Spirit  in  a  large  and 
plentiful  meafure,  and  make  it  a  happy  time  for  the  efpou- 
fal  of  many  finners  to  Chrift,  and  for  edifying  his  faints, 
that  they  may  go  on  their  way  rejoicing,  and  eat  their 
bread  with  gladnefs  and  finglenefs  of  heart.  Let  us  plead 
his  own  promife,  If.  xliv.  3,  4.  "  For  I  will  pour  water 
44  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the  dry  ground: 
44  1  will  pour  my  fpirit  upon  thy  feed,  and  my  bleffing 
44  upon  thine  offspring :  and  they  fhall  fpring  up  as  among 
44  the  grafs,  as  willows  by  the  water-courfes." 

4.  Pray  for  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel.     The  apoftles 
often  alk  this  affiftance  of  the  faithful :  Col-  iv.  3.  u  With- 
al,  praying  alfo  for  us,  that  God  would  open  unto  us  a 
door  of  utterance,  to  fpeak  the  myftery  of  Chrift,  for 
44  which  I  am  alfo  in  bonds."    If  you  believe  the  efficacy 
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of  prayer,  you  mull  be  fenfible  that  your  diligence  in  this 
refpett  will  prepare  minifters  for  you,  and  you  for  them. 
This  is  to  point  the  eye  of  faith  beyond  the  fervants  to  the 
matter  of  the  feaft ;  and  you  will  probably  both  look  for 
and  receive  your  anfwer  from  himfelf. 

5.  In  the  last  place,  I  would  eameftly  recommend  to 
you  the  exercife  of  joint  and  focial  conference  and  prayer. 
There  is  great  danger  of  extinguifhing  the  heavenly 
flame,  if  while  you  are  necefiarily  furrounded  with  a 
flood  of  ungodly  men,  you  do  not  often  aflbciate  with  the 
excellent  ones  of  the  earth,  and  place  your  delight  there : 
Malachi,  iii.  16.  u  Then  they  that  feared  the  Lord,  fpake 
"  often  one  to  another,  and  the  Lord  hearkened,  and 
41  heard  it,  and  a  book  of  remembrance  was  written  be- 
"  fore  him  for  them  that  feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought 
"  upon  his  name."  There  is  a  great  advantage  in  fociety 
for  every  purpofe.  If  we  know  the  benefit  of  united  bo- 
dies for  bufmefs  and  trade,  if  we  find  the  pleafure  of  join- 
ing  together  for  mutual  entertainment  and  focial  converfe, 
mult  not  as  great  a  benefit  refult  from  a  more  facred  uni- 
on ?  Serious  perfons,  by  affociating  together,  diredi  each 
other  by  their  counfels,  embolden  each  other  by  their  ex- 
amples, and  affift  each  other  by  their  prayers.  There  is 
alfo  a  particular  promife  of  efficacy  to  focial  prayer: 
Matth.-  xviii.  19,  20.  "  I  fay  unto  you,  that  if  two  of 
you  (hall  agree  on  earth,  as  touching  any  thing  that  they 
fhall  aflc,  it  {hall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is 
"  in  heaven.  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  toge- 
v<  ther  in  my  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them." 

Now,  may  the  Lord  himfelf  vifit  you  with  his  gracious 
prefence,  and  make  you  to  fay  with  Jacob  at  Bethel,  Gen. 
xxviii.  16,  17,  "  And  he  faid,  Surely  the  Lord  is  in  this 
44  place ;  and  I  knew  it  not.  And  he  was  afraid,  and  faid, 
44  How  dreadful  is  this  place  !  this  is  none  other  but  the 
"  houfe  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven/' 
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ERVENCY  and  IMPORTUNITY  in  PRAYER. 


SERMON  12. 


GENESIS  xxxii.  26. 

And  he  said,  I  will  not  let  thee  go,  except  thou  bless  me. 

Second  fermon  on  the  text. 

.  XTITE  proceed  now  to  the  second  thing  propofed 
VV  *n  the  diftribution  of  the  fubjeft;  which  was, 
0  fliow  you  the  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  wreftling 
id  importunity  in  prayer.  Here  I  am  fenfible,  that  a 
rrupt  and  impatient  mind  may  be  able  to  mufter  up 
jedlions  againft  it.  There  is  fomething  worderful  and 
ifearchable  in  all  the  works  of  God,  and  in  none  more, 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  than  in  the  methods  of  his 
ace.  In  particular,  it  may  appear  furprifing  that  he 
ould  exercife  his  people  with  fuch  confli&s  and  trials, 
it  it  Ihould  be  neceffary  to  overcome  him,  as  it  were,  by 
iportunity,  before  we  can  obtain  thofe  bleflings  which 
mfelf  hath  commanded  us  to  afk,  and  which  he  hath  pro- 
ofed to  beftow.  Why,  will  it  be  faid,  does  a  God  of 
ercy,  and  of  infinite  fullnefs,  to  whom  all  our  wants 
id  weakneffes  are  perfectly  known,  wait  for  our  prayers, 
fore  he  will  part  with  what  is  fo  much  needed  by  us  ? 
rhy  doth  he,  who  knoweth  our  frame,  and  remembers 
it  we  are  duft,  unneceffarily  throw  obftruftions  in  our 
ly,  and  wrap  himfelf  up  in  darknefs,  to  difcourage  our 
proach  ? 
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But  how  does  this  furprife  increafe,  when  we  confider 
how  unequal  we  are  for  the  conflict,  if  no  Ihtngth  but  our 
own  is  oppofed  to  the  Almighty !  nay,  that  our  ftrength 
for  refiftance  muft  come  only  from  himfclf :  fo  that  he 
wounds,  and  he  heals ;  he  opprefies,  and  he  fuflains ;  he 
difcourages,  and  he  invites.  It  is  by  prayer  that  we  muft 
obtain  every  bleffing  from  the  Father  of  lights ;  and  one 
of  the  greateft  and  moft  neceflary  of  thefe  bleffings  is  the 
fpirit  of  prayer  itfelf.  My  brethren,  when  either  unbelief 
or  profanity  moves  any  fuch  difficulties  as  thefe,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  call  upon  you,  in  the  firft  place,  to  bow  your- 
felves  before  the  fovereignty  of  God.  There  is  an  un- 
searchable impenetrable  depth  in  the  divine  wifdom,  whe- 
ther we  look  upon  the  works  of  nature,  or  of  grace.  As 
Creator  of  the  world,  he  could,  no  doubt,  in  a  moment, 
with  one  word  of  his  power,  have  raifed  the  whole  fabric 
in  perfe£tion ;  yet  it  pleafed  him,  in  a  gradual  manner,  to 
fintfti  every  part  by  the  addition  of  another,  for  the  fpace 
of  fix  days.  When  he  gave  the  firft  promife  to  Adam,  or 
when  he  renewed  it  to  the  father  of  the  faithful,  he  could,  no 
doubt,  have  fent  the  Saviour  into  the  world,  to  finiih  tranf- 
greflion,  and  make  an  end  of  fin ;  yet  he  faw  it  proper  to 
give  only  diflant  intimations  of  this  blefled  period,  and  to 
defer  the  long-expe£ted  appearance  till  the  fiilnefs  of  time, 
while  the  nations  were  fuffered  to  fit  for  many  ages  in  dark- 
ivefs,  and  in  the  region  and  fhadow  of  death.  In  the  fame 
manner  he  often  takes  a  great  variety  of  fteps  with  his  peo- 
ple before  they  are  made  partakers  of  his  promifes. 

But  notwithftanding  that  fomething  muft  (till  remain 
myfterious,  and  beyond  die  comprehenfion  of  a  finite 
creature,  in  the  management  of  God,  who  "  giveth  not 
41  account  of  any  of  his  matters/'  we  may  fee  much  pro- 
priety and  beauty  in  this  part  of  his  procedure.  And  it 
it  not  our  duty  to  attend  to  it  ?  We  may  fee  the  reafona- 
blenefs,  nay  we  may  perceive  the  wifdom,  of  his  requiring 
a  holy  fervency,  wreftling,  and  importunity  in  prayer; 
for  it  ierves  to  engrave  upon  our  hearts,  and  even  to  work 
into  our  affe&ions,  fome  of  the  moft  important  truths  of 
religion,  and  fuch  as  will  have  the  moft  powerful  and  ex- 
tenlive  influence  upon  our  temper  and  practice    Tta 
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vfli  plainly  appear  from  the  three  following  confidera- 
ions. 

1.  Fervency  of  fpirit,  and  importunity  in  prayer,  is 
uitable  and  neceffary,  becaufe  of  the  greatnefs  and  glory 
)f  that  God  with  whom  we  hold  communion,  as  well  as 
)ecaufe  it  ferves  to  ftrengtben  and  improve  the  fenfe  of 
his  upon  our  minds.  The  infinite  majefty  of  God,  and 
he  un  me  a  fur  able  diftance  at  which  he  is  removed  from  all 
created  weaknefs,  is  often  fpoken  of  in  fcripture  with  ad* 
niration  of  his  condefcenfion :  Pfal.  viii.  3,  4.  "  When 
1  I  confider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  moon 
1  and  the  ftars  which  thou  haft  ordained  ;  what  is  man, 
*  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him  ?  and  the  fon  of  man,  that 
fc  thou  vifiteft  him  V*  Under  a  deep  impreffion  of  the 
ame  great  truth,  Solomon  fays,  2  Chron.  vi.  18,  "  But 
1  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on  the  earth  I 
1  behold,  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  con- 
1  tain  thee ;  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which  I  have  built  ?" 
s  not,  then,  fome  fervor  of  affe&ion  due  to  the  greatnefs 
nd  glory  of  that  God  whom  we  worfhip  ?  Our  affections 
hould  always,  in  their  ftrength  and  exertion,  be  in  pro- 
K>rtion  to  their  objeft,  its  dignity  and  worth.  Indiffer- 
nce  and  careleffnefs,  in  an  inferior  towards  a  fuperior,  is 
lways  counted  a  mark  of  difdain.  We  naturally  iup- 
K>fe,  that  thofe  in  great  and  high  flations  ought  to  be  ap- 
proached with  reverence,  and  folicited  in  the  humbleft 
nanner,  by  their  inferiors,  who  hope  to  fhare  in  their 
ounty ;  and  the  more  exalted  the  perfon,  the  more  fub- 
niffive  the  pofture,  and  the  more  earneft  the  fupplication. 
Axxch  more  ought  this  to  take  place  between  God  and  us. 
>n  this  account  it  is,  probably  at  leaft  on  this  amongft 
thers,  that  indifference  and  coldnefs  in  religion  is  repre- 
•nted  as  peculiarly  the  object  of  divine  deteftation  :  Rev. 
ii.  15,  16.  u  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  art  neither  cold 

nor  hot  '•  I  would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot.     So  then  be- 
caufe thou  art  lukewarm,  and  neither  cold  nor  hot,  I  will 
1  fpue  thee  out  of  my  mouth." 

2.  Our  own  great  unworthinefs,  who  are  the  obje&9 
f  divine  love,  and  admitted  to  this  facred  intercourfc, 
lould  powerfully  excite  us  to  fervency  in  pleading.  This 
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is  precifely  a  counterpart  to  the  former  confideration,  and 

greatly  ftrengthens  the  conclufion.  Even  the  higheft  of 
the  fpirits  above,  molt  eminent  in  knowledge  and  fitn&ty, 
who  ftand  nearefl  to  the  throne  of  God,  we  are  told,  cover 
their  faces  with  their  wings,  as  loft  in  rcfpeft  and  wonder, 
when  they  look  to  him  who  dwells  in  inacceffible  light. 
How  much  more  a  man,  who  is  a  worm,  and  the  (on  of 
"  man,  who  is  a  worm,  whofe  foundation  is  in  the  duft, 
"  who  dwells  in  houfes  of  clay,  and  is  crufhed  before  the 
"  moth!"  Accordingly,  in  fome  of  the  examples  we  have 
of  the  mod  importunate  pleading  and  wreftling  in  prayer, 
this  is  the  very  difficulty  which  feems  to  (land  in  the  way, 
and  requires  the  greateft  efforts  of  holy  boldnefs  to  over- 
come ;  as  in  the  account  we  have  of  Abraham's  interceffion 
for  devoted  Sodom,  Gen.  xviii.  27.  u  And  Abraham  in- 
"  fwered  and  faid,  Behold  now,  I  have  taken  upon  me  to 
"  fpeak  unto  the  Lord,  which  am  but  dull  and  afhes."  And 
again,  in  the  3  2d  verfe,  "  And  he  faid,  Oh  let  not  the  Lord 
11  be  angry,  and  I  will  fpeak  yet  but  this  once :  Peradven- 

ture  ten  (hall  be  found  there.     And  he  faid,  I  will  not 

deflroy  it  for  ten's  fake." 

But,  my  brethren,  I  befeech  you  remember,  it  is  not 
our  frail  nature,  and  limited  powers  only,  that  point  out 
our  unworthinefs ;  but  our  guilt  and  impurity,  fo  oppofite 
and  fo  odioite  to  the  divine  nature.  This,  I  have  ftown 
you  in  the  preceding  difcourfe,  is  one  of  the  greateft  hin- 
dcrances  of  our  accels  to  God  in  prayer.  And  may  we  not 
lay,  How  fuitable,  how  neceflary  is  it,  that,  in  order  to 
keep  us  Hill  deeply  humble,  God  fliould  fometimes  cover 
himfelf  with  a  cloud,  and  exercife  the  finner  with  ftrong 
crying  and  tears,  before  he  will  vouchfafe  the  intimations 
of  his  love?  This  reafon  will  be  felt,  and  that  the  tno£ 
fenfibly  by  the  beft  and  molt  dutiful  of  his  children,  as 
their  fan&ification  continues  imperfedl  fo  long  as  they  are 
here  below.  How  fliould  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  mifery  at 
once  increafe  our  felf-abafement,  and  add  to  the  earnell- 
nefs  of  our  defires !  There  cannot  be  a  jufter  defcription, 
both  ot  our  Hate  and  duty,  where  mifery  and  weaknefs 
confpire  in  fliowing  the  neceflity  and  difficulty  of  wreft- 
ling with  Cod,  than  the  apoftle  hath  given  us,  Rom.  viii. 
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a6.  "  Likewife  the  Spirit  alfo  helpeth  our  infirmities :  for 
"  we  know  not  what  we  fhould  pray  for  as  we  ought :  but 
**  the  Spirit  itfelfmaketh  interceffion  for  us  with  groanings 
4i  which  cannot  be  uttered." 

3.  The  duty  and  reafonablenefs  of  wreflling  and  im- 
portunity in  prayer,  appears  from  the  incftimable  value  of 
the  mercies  to  be  obtained.  Should  there  not  be  a  pro- 
portionable ftrength  of  defire  to  the  worth  of  the  bleffings 
in  profpeft  ?  Now,  who  can  compute  the  value  of  the  di- 
vine favor,  and  all  its  happy  effects  ?  and  therefore  who 
can  compute  the  guilt  of  indifference,  and  the  neceflity  of 
fervor  in  aflcing  it  ?  The  bleffings  of  falvation  in  general 
are  in  their  nature  and  fource  unfpeakable,  and  in  their 
duration  without  end. — On  the  one  hand,  deliverance 
from  everlafting  mifery,  from  the  wrath  of  an  almighty 
and  incenfed  God.  True  it  is,  that  thofe  who  are  but  yet 
in  the  way  muft  be  very  unable  to  form  juft  conceptions  of 
this.  But  we  may  in  general  conclude,  from  the  glory  of 
creating  power,  which  is  in  fo  many  inftances  displayed 
before  our  eyes,  how  fearful  a  thing  it  muft  be  to  be  the 
monuments  of  the  vengeance  <JF  fuch  a  God.  He  who  is 
mighty  to  make  and  fave,  is  alfo  mighty  to  deftroy.  This 
is  particularly  felt  by  the  finner,  when  humbled  by  con- 
viction ;  and  in  every  inward  conflidt  there  is  a  repetition 
of  the  fame  diftrefs,  as  it  arifes  from  the  fame  caufe. 

On  the  other  hand,  what  muft  be  the  value  of  everlaft- 
ing happinefs  in  the  prefence  and  the  enjoyment  of  God ! 
How  bleffed,  beyond  expreflion,  muft  the  believer  be  when 
the  fulnefs  of  the  divine  benignity,  of  which  we  have 
now  accefs  to  tafte  only  fome  fmaller  and  more  diftant 
ft  reams,  fhall  be  the  portion  of  tlje  foul !  What  fupplica- 
tions  fhould  we  not  make,  when  we  are  afTured,  that  im- 
portunity may  obtain  fo  rich  a  treafure  !  And  let  me  add, 
how  valuable  prefent  fellowlhip  and  communion  with  God, 
which  is  the  earneft  and  fore  tafte  of  complete  deliverance 
from  the  one,  and  the  eternal  unchangeable  poffeffion  of 
the  other !  Say  now,  my  brethren,  is  it  not  juft  and  rea- 
fonable,  that  thefe  bleffings  Ihould  be  defired  with  ardor, 
and  fought  with  importunity  ?  What  fervent  language  . 
have  we  from  the  fcripture- faints  upon  this  fubjeft !  Pfal. 

Vol.  I.  3  N 
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artii.  i,  a.  "  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the*  watet-brooks,1  ] 
"  fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God.  My  foul  thirftetfe  1 
"  for  God,  for  the  living  God :  when  Audi  I  come  ml  ] 
«  appear  before  God  ?"     Pfal.  lxiii.  i,  a.     «  O  Ged; 
"  thou  art  my  God,  early  will  I  feek  thee :  my  find  tlurft 
C(  eth  for  thee,  my  flelh  iongeth  for  thee  in  a  dry  ml 
44  thirfty  land,  where  no  water  is ;  to  fee  thy  power  and  j 
"  thy  glory,  fo  as  I  have  feen  thee  in  the  fan&uary."    fa 
it  any  wonder  that  there  ihould  be  often  trials  and  conffifti  | 
in  the  way  to  fo  honorable  a  relation,  and  fo  happy  a  (hie}  j 
What  is  cheaply  obtained,  is  commonly  efteemed  of  fittfe 
worth.     Is  it  to  be  expected,  then,  that  God  (hodid  profit 
tute  the  bleffings  of  his  love  to  cold  and  difdainfal  petition* 
to  lukewarm  and  indifferent  petitioners  ?  And  are  there 
not  alas !  too  many  who  "  afk  and  have  not,  becaufe  tbey 
"  afk  amifs,"  who,  by  their  feeble  and  heartlefs  demand* 
do  juftify,  and,  if  I  may  ufe  fuch  an  expreffion,  even  fo- 
licit  a  refufal  ? 

III.  We  proceed  to  the  third  thing  propofed  in  the 
method ;  which  was,  To  point  out  the  great  advantages 
which  flow  from  wreftling  with  God.  Thefe  in  conk 
quence  of  what  hath  been  already  faid,  may  be  confider- 
ed  as  all  centring  in  one  point,  viz.  its  power  and  effi- 
cacy in  procuring  the  bleffings.  Nothing  can  be  faid 
ftronger  on  the  benefit  of  wreftling  with  God,  than  that 
we  fhall  affuredly  prevail.  The  fuccefs  of  Jacob's  wreft- 
ling is  recorded  in  the  paflage  immediately  following  the 
text,  verfes  27,  28,  29.  "  And  he  faid  unto  him,  What 
€<  is  thy  name  ?  And  he  faid  Jacob,  And  he  faid,  Thy 
name  (hall  be  called  no  more  Jacob,  but  Ifrael :  for  as 
a  prince  haft  thou  power  with  God  and  with  men,  and 
haft  prevailed.  And  Jacob  afked  him,  and  faid,  Tell 
me,  I  pray  thee,  thy  name.  And  he  faid,  Wherefore 
is  it  that  thou  doft  afk  after  my  name  ?  and  he  blefled 
"  him  there. "  But  that  I  may  illuftrate  this  a  little  in  a 
praftical  manner,  obferve,  that  the  efficacy  of  wreftling 
with  God  in  prayer,  appears  from  the  three  following  con* 
fiderations. 
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i .  It  prepares  and  difpofes  the  people  of  God  for  re- 
ving  his  mercies,  and  in  fome  cafes  is  itfelf  the  aftuai 
Teffion  of  them.  Every  part  of  the  divine  conduft  to* 
rds  his  faints  is  full  of  wifdom,  and  full  of  grace.  One 
fon  why  he  who  knows  our  wants,  requires  us  to  pray, 
that  we  may  be  prepared  for  a  profitable  fupply.  We 
y  alfo  reft  aflured,  that  he  will  not  delay  his  interpofi- 
i  one  moment  beyond  the  fitted  feafon.  Now,  that 
ent  prayer,  wreftling,  and  importunity  with  God,  is  the 

1  preparation  for  receiving  his  mercies,  is  plain,  both 
refpeft  of  worth  and  capacity.  It  may  feem,  indeed, 
proper  to  fpeak  of  any  fimefs  as  to  worth  for  receiving 
divine  mercies,  which  are  all  free  and  unmeritted  on 
•  part,  however  dearly  purchafed  on  the  part  of  our 
ety.  But,  my  brethren,  with  due  caution,  we  may 
>  take  in  this  confideration,  the  rather  that  it  is  in  the 
sreife  of  prayer  :that  this  fitnefs  is  obtained :  which 
inly  fhews,  that  it  cometh  from  God,  that  it  is  his  own 
:,  and  his  own  work.  Is  not  that  perfon  the  fitter  for 
iverance  from  diftrefs  of  any  kind,  and  for  the  commu- 
ations  of  divine  favor,  who  is  wholly  emptied  of  him- 
\  truly  and  deeply  humbled,  brought  proftrate  before 
:  Divine  Majefty,  convinced  and  fatisfied  of  the  vanity 
ill  created  enjoyments,  and  breathing  after  God,  as  his 

2  refuge  and  confolation,  which  he  will  not,  and  cannot 
ego? 

May  we  not  alfo  fay,  that  he  is  much  more  fit,  than  one, 
the  other  hand,  who  flies  from  God  with  impatient  com- 
lints,  or  fullen  difdain  ;  or  who,  without  a(king  help 
in  above,  when  one  earthly  comfort  fails  him,  cleaves 
\  clofer  to  another  ?  The  great,  if  not  the  only  end  of 
rine  correction,  is,  to  weaken  the  power  of  fin,  to  make 
feel  the  vanity  of  the  creature,  and  to  break  every  at- 
:hment  to  the  world  that  is  inordinate  and  exceffive. 
hen  this  end  is  obtained,  therefore,  mull  not  the  rod  be 
thdrawn  ?  and  will  not  this  promife  be  certainly  ac- 
mplifhed  ?  that  the  Lord  will 4C  appoint  unto  them  that 
mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty  for  afhes,  the 
oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  the  garment  of  praife  for  the 
fpirit  of  heavinefs,  that  they  might  be  called  trees  of 
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44  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  that  he  might 
'•*  be  glorified ;"  If.  bci.  3.  If  we  look  into  the  fcriptore 
qualifications  for  receiving  the  communications  of  dhrint 
love,  we  (hall  find  the  chief  of  them  to  be,  the  earncftnels 
of  our  own  defires :  If.  lv.  1.  "  Ho,  every  one  that  tMrft- 
"  eth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  bath  no  mopey ; 

come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  raUk 

without  money,  and  without  price." 

Further,  wreftling  and  importunity  in  prayer  gives  a 
capacity  of  relilhing  the  mercies  of  God  They  ate  then, 
and  not  till  then  in  the  fame  degree,  truly  mercies,  ear- 
neftly  -defined,  infinitely  prized.  It  is  a  common  and 
beaten  remark,  That  the  worth  of  any  mercy  is  never 
known  till  we  are  deprived  of  it.  There*  is  great  acccli 
to  obferve  this  in  the  Ghriftian  life,  not  only  in  its  begin- 
ning, but  in  every  ftep  of  its  progrefs.  -  O  how  rcfrefbtog 
is  the  intimation  of  pardon  to  a  convinced  (inner,  who 
hath  long  trembled  through  fear  of  wrath,  or  to  the  be- 
liever, who  hath  long  groaned  under  a  fpirit  of  bondage ! 
O  how  ravifhing  is  a  fenfe  of  divine  love  to  that  child  of 
God  who  hath  long  complained  of  the  hiding  of  his  Father's 
face  !  When,  after  he  hath  been  loft  on  a  fea  of  temptati- 
ons, one  wave  or  billow  following  clofe  upon  the  back  of 
another,  he  is  at  laft  received  into  a  peaceful  haven !  the 
everlasting  arms  are  ftretched  round  about  him,  the  faith- 
fulness of  God  is  his  fhield  and  buckler,  and  the  flrength 
of  the  Almighty  his  impregnable  fecurity  ?  There  is  no 
fuch  ftayednefs  or  compofure  of  mind  as  after  a  variety  of 
trials.  The  exercifed  Ghriftian  has  tried  and  thrown  away 
every  broken  reed,  one  after  another ;  he  hath  found  the 
Vanity  of  every  refuge  of  lies  ;  and  hath  fettled  his  hope 
on  the  immoveable  foundation  of  the  Rock  of  ages,  which 
fhall  never  fail. 

I  added,  in  entering  on  this  particular,  that  wreftling 
and  importunity  in  prayer  is  in  many  cafes  itfelf  the  pof- 
feilion  of  the  very  mercies  we  defire.  It  is  the  exercife 
of  almoft  every  gracious  difpofuion.  To  increafe  in  lanc- 
tification,  to  have  his  graces  ftrengthened,  and  his  corrup- 
tions fubdued,  is  the  habitual  and  prevailing  defire  of  every 
real  believer.    But  how  can  this  be  more  effectually  ob« 
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tained  than  by  fervent  prayer  ?  How,  and  where,  can 
any  gracious  difpofition  be  either  more  improved  and 
ftrengthened,  or  more  clearly  difcerned,  than  when  it  is 
in  exercife.  Faith,  love,  penitential  forrow,  trull,  and 
refignation,  are  the  very  difpofitions  eflential  to  a  wredling 
believer.  Perhaps  fome  will  fay,  True  indeed ;  but  they 
are  only  attempting  to  fliew  themfelves,  often  difcovering 
their  weaknefs,  fometimes  yielding  to  their  oppofites. 
Alas  !  fays  the  Chridian,  my  faith  is  often  over-matched 
with  unbelief,  and  my  love  contradicted  by  impatient  com- 
plaints :  what  is  my  penitential  forrow  but  weeping  over 
a  hard  heart  ?  my  truft  and  refignation  is  but  a  ihort-lived 
promiie :  in  a  little  time  my  courage  fails,  and  I  am  ready 
to  tremble  at  the  falling  of  a  leaf.  But  my  dear  brethren, 
is  not  the  importunate  wreftler  maintaining  the  conflict, 
inftead  of  yielding  to  the  dream  ?  and  how  infinitely  pre- 
ferable are  his  hours  of  deeped  anguifh  to  that  flothful  and 
unequal  conduit  to  be  obferved  in  many  fecure  and  for- 
mal Chriftians !  It  is  alfo  certain,  that  many  times  de- 
liverance comes  unlooked  for.  As  the  Pfalmid  fays,  that 
whilft  he  was  mufing  the  fire  burned ;  fo  it  frequently 
happens,  that  a  gracious  God,  vifits  diftrefled  fouls,  even 
when  they  lead  expe£t  it,  with  the  joy  of  his  falvation, 
and  caufeth  the  bones  which  he  hath  broken  to  rejoice, 

2.  The  efficacy  of  importunate  prayer  appears  from 
the  promifes  of  fuccefs  which  are  annexed  to  it  in  fcrip- 
ture.  I  mud  here  begin  by  obferving,  that  there  are 
many  commands  in  the  word  of  God  to  pray,  to  pray 
without  ceafing,  to  continue  indant  in  prayer.  Now, 
every  command  to  pray,  contains  in  it  a  promife  of  a  gra- 
cious anfwer  from  the  hearer  of  prayer.  It  neceffarily 
implies  it.  The  truth  of  God  is  a  pledge  and  fecurity 
for  it.  He  would  not  deceive  us  with  vain  hopes,  or  put 
us  upon  a  fruitlefs  attempt :  for  he  is  not  a  man,  that  he 
fhould  lie.  But  befides  this  general  confideration,  there 
are  many  exprefs  promifes  particularly  to  the  earneftnefs 
and  impoitunity  of  thedefire  :  Prov.  ii.  3,  4,  5.  4t  Yea, 
"  if  thou  cried  after  knowledge,  and  lifted  up  thy  voice 
"  for  underdanding ;  if  thou  feeked  her  as  filver,  and 
w  fearcheft  for  her,  as  for  hid  treafures ;  then  flialt  thou 
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44  uuderftand  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  find  the  knowledgo 
*  of  God.9'  See  alfo  the  parable  of  the  importunate  widow, 
and  the  unjuft  judge,  Luke  xviii.  i,  which  concludes 
thus,  vcr.  7.  u  And  (hall  not  God  avenge  his  own  efefl, 
"  which  cry  day  and  night  unto  him,  though  he  bear  Jong 
14  with  them  I" 

Let  me  beg  your  attention  to  another  paflage  recorded 
in  the  17  th  chapter  of  Matthew,  where  there  was  broagbt 
tp  our  Saviour  a  poffeffed  perfon,  whom  his  difciples  could 
not  cure:  ver.  19^  ao,  21.  u  Then  came  the  difciples  to 
u  Jefus  apart,  and  faid,  Why  could  not  we  caft  him  out  i 
"  And  Jefus  .faid  unto  them,  Becaufe  of  your  unbelief: 
44  for  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  If  ye  have  faith  as  a  grain  of 
41  rauftard-feed,  ye  fhall  fay  unto  this  mountain,  Remove 
"  hence  to  yonder  place,  and  it  fhall  remove ;  and  nothing 
44  fhall  be  impoflible  unto  you.     Howbeit,  this  kind  goeth 
44  not  out,  but  by  prayer  and  failing."    This  paflage  is 
fbmewhat  remarkable,  and  entirely  to  our  prefent  purpofe. 
It  fhews,  that  in  the  (economy  of  divine  grace,  there  are 
fome  mercies  that  may  be  obtained  by  lefs,  and  fome  that 
require  more  earned  and  fervent  prayer.     This  fpecies  of 
devils,  it  feems,  would  not  yield  to  the  fame  influence 
that  odiers  did.     See  only  further  James  v.  16.  "  Confefs 
44  your  faults  one  to  another,  and  pray  one  for  another, 
44  that  ye  may  be  healed :  The  effe&ual  fervent  prayer  of 
44  a  righteous  man  availeth  much." 

3.  In  the  last  place.  The  fame  thing  appears  from  the 
daily  experience  of  the  people  of  God,  and  many  memo- 
rable examples  of  the  efficacy  of  prayer.  I  might  cite  a 
great  number  of  thefe  to  you  from  the  holy  fcriptures, 
which  are  not  only  a  facred  repofitory  of  divine  truth,  but  a 
hiftory  of  divine  Providence.  You  may  take  the  few 
following  inflances.  Abraham's  interceffory  prayer  for 
Sodom,  in  which  that  ancient  patriarch,  honored  with 
the  glorious  title  of  the  friend  of  God,  was  allowed  to 
plead  with  him,  to  repeat  and  urge  his  requeft,  as  well  a$ 
to  Jlrengthen  it  with  arguments.  It  is  true,  it  faved  not 
the  whole  city  from  deflrudtion ;  yet  was  it  heard  in  every 
part  of  it,  according  to  its  tenor.  Nay,  even  though  the 
ten  righteous,  wliich  was  his  lowed  fuppofition,  were  not 
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d  in  it ;  yet  the  few  righteous  that  were  there,  were 
nvolved  in  the  general  calamity,  but  fuffered  to  efcape. 
e  alfo  the  example  of  Elias,  as  cited  by  the  apoitle 
es,  chap.  v.  17,  18.  4i  Elias  was  a  man  fubjeft  to  like 
flions  as  we  are,  and  he  prayed  earneftly  that  it  might 
»t  rain  :  and  it  rained  not  on  the  earth  by  the  fpace  of 
ree  years  and  fix  months.  And  he  prayed  again,  and 
2  heaven  #ave  rain,  and  the  earth  brought  forth  her 
lit."  See  the  cafe  of  Daniel,  recorded  in  the  2d  chap* 
f  that  book,  particularly  the  17th,  18th  and  19th  verfes 
lat  chapter,  where  you  will  learn,  that,  by  the  united 
er  of  Daniel  and  his  companions,  the  fecret  of  the 
;'s  dream  was  communicated  to  them  in  a  revelation 
1  heaven.  I  only  add  the  inftance  recorded  Matth. 
2 1 ,  and  downwards,  where  the  woman  of  Canaan  fo 
Drtunately  preffes  her  requeft,  and  at  laft  receives  this 
fer:  ver.  28.  "  Then  Jefus  anfwered  and  faid  unto 
r,  O  woman,  great  is  thy  faith  :  be  it  unto  thee  even 
thou  wilt.  And  her  daughter  was  made  whole  from 
at  very  hour. 

might  eafily  mention  many  more  recent  examples  of 
rfficacy  of  prayer ;  but  thofe  which  have  been  already 
luced  are  abundantly  fufficient.  The  truth  is,  I  am 
uaded  that  every  ferious  Chriftian  is  able  to  recoiled 
nples  of  it  from  his  own  experience  ;  and  furely  they 
of  all  others  mod  inexcufable,  who  refirain  prayer  be- 
God,  after  they  have  known  the  unfpeakable  benefit 
:h  flows  from  it. 

V.  Let  us  now  make  fome  praftical  improvement  of 
t  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubjeft.  And, 
.  Suffer  me  to  improve  what  hath  been  faid,  for  the 
/i&ion  and  reproof  of  thofe  who  are  habitually  un- 
dful  of  this  important  duty.  Alas !  my  brethren,  what 
3n  have  we  to  complain  of  the  negleft  of  wreftling, 
want  of  importunity  in  prayer !  Is  not  the  language 
f  become  unfalhionable,  and  liable  to  fcorn  ?  As  a 
on  as  eminent  in  ftation  as  in  piety  once  faid,  "  Men 
ive  now  devifed  a  fmooth  and  eafy  way  to  heaven, 
rite  confident  with  the  fpirit  of  the  world,  in  which 
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"temptations  and  fpiritual  conflicts,  and  inward  trials 
"  are  unknown."  But  be  affured,  however  changeable  we 
are  in  our  fancy  and  inclination,  the  word  of  God  abide* 
for  ever.  There  is  very  great  reafon  to  fear,  nay  there  is 
good  ground  to  affirm,  that  thole  who  are  Grangers  to 
wreMing  with  God  in  prayer,  are  fleeping  in  fecurity, 
and  under  the  dominion  of  fin.  You  will  fay  perhaps, 
you  live  at  eafe  and  undillurbed.  It  may  be  fo,  and  it  is 
lb  much  the  worfe  ;  for  the  prince  of  this  world,  will  always 
conl'ult  the  peace  and  quietnefs  of  his  own  fubjeCts. 

I  would  earnellly  intreat  every  hearer  of  the  gofpel  to 
fuller  this  reproof  to  enter  into  his  mind,  as  it  is  what  can 
be  certainly  known  only  to  God  and  your  own  fouls. 
Though  there  is  lufiicient  outward  evidence  of  the  gene- 
ral neglect  of  this  duty,  how  far  any  perfon  is  particular- 
ly guilty,  mud  be  left  to  the  determination  of  his  own 
continence,  and  the  judgment  of  him  who  feeth  and  fearch. 
eth  the  heart.  If  there  is  any  among  you  who  habitually 
defpileth  prayer,  who  makes  every  little  bufinefs,  every 
little  indifpofition  orlazinefsof  mind,  an  excufe  for  ne- 
glecting or  pollpon'mg  it :  if  there  are  any  who  fatisfy 
themfclves  with  a  dead  curfory  formality  in  duty  ;  who 
call  in  queltion  the  reality  of  communion  with  God  in 
others,  becaufe  they  are  grangers  to  it  themfelves  ;  with- 
out all  doubt  they  have  great  caufe  to  fear,  that  they  are  in 
the  gall  of  bitternefs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniquity.  Tell 
me,  what  is  the  reafon  of  your  backwardnefs  to  drawing 
near  to  God  ?  Is  it  not,  that  you  are  afraid  of  coming 
into  his  pretence  ?  Is  it  not,  that  you  cannot  bear  die 
opening  of  your  hearts?  Is  it  not  from  fome  dark  jea- 
louly  and  fufpicion,  that  all  is  not  right  with  you,  though 
you  had  rather  caver  than  cont'd  s  it :  My  earneft  prayer 
10  God  is,  that  though  you  keep  at  adidancefrom  him,  he 
may  not  keep  at  a  ditknee  from  you;  that  he  may, by 
his  Spirit,  convince  you  of  your  danger,  and,  in  great 
mercy,  deliver  you  from  this  milerable  Hate. 

3.  You  may  learn,  from  what  lias  been  faid,  one  great 
caufe  of  the  low  Jlate  of  religion,  and  the  barrennefs  of  or- 
riinanres  among  us  al  prefent.  It  is  the  negleft  of  prayer, 
and  Urn  many,  i\\o\s«Jcv  t\ue<]  w«y  condefcend  to  afk,  yet 
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0  not  think  it  worth  their  while  to  wreftle  for  the  bluffing, 
["he  profane  are  not  the  only  perfons  juflly  chargeable 
/ith  a  failure  in  this  part  of  their  duty.  Many  real  Chrif. 
ians  are  apt  to  flacken  their  diligence  in  this  important 
xercifc,  and  many  often  read  their  fin  in  their  punifh- 
acnt.  But  is  it  not  very  wonderful,  my  brethren,  that 
lofe  who  have  once  tafted  that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  who 
ave  known  the  fweetnefs  of  communion  with  God,  (hould 
ver  lofe  it  by  their  own  indifference  and  backwardnefs 
3  maintain  it  ?  Yet  here  we  muft,  of  necelfity,  lay  the 
lame*  We  muft  It  ill  fay,  in  judication  of  his  proce- 
ure,  If.  lix.  1,  2.  "  Behold,  the  Lord's  hand  is  not  fhort- 

1  ened,  that  it  cannot  fave  :  neither  his  ear  heavy,  that  it 

■  cannot  hear.     But  your  iniquities  have  feparated  be- 

■  tween  you  and  your  God,  and  your  fins  have  hid  his 
•  face  from  you,  that  he  will  not  hear."  It  feems  to  ap- 
►ear  from  the  experience  of  Chriftians,  that  God  is  jealous 
f  their  treatment  of  his  love,  and  deeply  refents  the  alien- 
don  of  their  affections  ;  and  therefore,  to  have  fenfible 
3y  in  him,  and  to  walk  in  the  comfort  of  the  holy  Ghofl, 
fhich  is  fo  great  a  privilege,  cannot  be  preferved  without 
be  greatefl  watchfulnefs  on  their  part,  and  the  greateii 
onftancy  in  prayer. 

3.  Suffer  me  now,  in  a  few  words,  to  exhort  every  per- 
>n  in  this  aflembly,  and  in  particular  thofe  who  have  fo 
itely  renewed  their  engagement  to  God,  over  the  fym- 
ols  of  the  broken  body  and  fhed  blood  of  Chrift,  to  give 
tiemfelves  unto  prayer.     Of  what  ufe  is  your  being  ad- 
rutted  to  this  facred  table,  if  it  do  not  incline  you  to  live 
learer  to  God  in  the  habitual  tenor  of  your  life  ?    This  is 
lie  very  privilege  which  we  obtain  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
tiat  we  have  accefs  with  boldnefs  and  confidence  through 
lie  faith  of  him.     This  is  the  very  advantage  that  we  ob- 
lin  by  his  continual  interceffion  before  the  throne,  Heb. 
it.  14,  16.  u  Seeing  then  that  we  have  a  great  high  prieft, 
that  is  patTed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  Son  of  God, 
let  us  hold  faft  our  profeffion.     Let  us  therefore  come 
boldly  unto  the  throne  of  grace,  that  we  may  obtain 
mercy,  and  find  grace  to  help  in  time  of  need."  A^ain, 
ave  you  not  devoted  your  lives  to  the  fervice  of  God  ? 
Vol.  L  3  O 
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hive  you  not  promifed  to  keep  hfstomotandnfelitr?  How 
do  you  expe£t  to  fulfil  your  promife  ?  Are  ye*  not  t*&f 
U>  lay,  *  Not  tmlefs  be  be  pleafed  himfelf  to  pncfa'vc  mi 

*  keep  me ;  not  unlefs  he  put  hw  Spirit  wttinne,  and 

•  write  his  laws  in  my  heart  V  And  do  you  not  Jumty 
that  he  hath  faid,  u  Yet  for  all  thefe  things  will  I  be«fr 
M  quired  of  by  the  houfc  of  Ifrael  to  do  it  for  them  I*  I 
will  afk  you  one  queftion  more.  Do  you  not  know  dart 
you  are  yet  in  an  evil  world  ?  Do  you  not  know  what  u~ 
riety  of  temptations  and  fufferings  you  may  yet  be  expofed 
to  ?  How  (hall  you  bear  up  under  trials ;  how  Audi  you 
44  glorify  God  m  the  day  of  vifitation,"  if  you  live  habitu- 
ally at  a  diftance  from  him  ?  Chriftians,  it  is  to  him  you 
mull  look  when  trouble  cometh  upon  you.  All  other  re- 
fuse will  foon  fail :  and  vanity,  vanity,  be  feen  written 
upon  the  creature.  But  with  what  confufion  muft  you 
then  lift  up  your  eyes  to  him,  if  you  forget  him  in  prospe- 
rity !  Therefore  let  me  befeech  you,  in  the  moft  earned 
manner,  to  renew  your  diligence  in  the  exercife  of  pray- 
er. In  a  particular  manner,  I  muft  recommend  this  ex- 
ercife to  young  perfons.  You,  my  dear  brethren,  arc 
expofed  to  many  dangers,  your  ftrength  fmall,  your  ex- 
perience  little,  your  knowledge  imperfeft.  Live  a  life  of 
prayer,  and  dependance  upon  God.  Daniel  and  his 
companions  were  young  perfons,  yet  mighty  in  prayer: 
therefore  learn  it  early,  pra&ife  it  diligently,  and  wait 
upon  it  habitually  and  conftantly.  Hear  what  the  prophet 
fays  in  commendation  of  it,  Ifa.  xl,  29,  30,  31.  u  He 
"  giveth  power  to  the  faint ;  and  to  them  that  have  no 
"  might,  he  increafeth  ftrength.  Even  the  youths  fliaD 
44  faint  and  be  weary,  and  the  young  men  (hall  utterly 
44  fall.  But  they  that  wait  upon  the  Lord  fliall  renew 
44  their  ftrength  :  they  fliall  mount  up  with  wings  as  ea- 
44  gles,  they  fhall  run  and  not  be  weary,  and  they  flail 
44  walk  and  not  faint." 

4.  I  fliall  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  giving  you  two  or 
three  dire&ions  for  the  prefervation  and  improvement  of 
the  fpiritual  life  ;  and  particularly  for  enabling  you  to 
perfevere  with  uniformity  and  comfort  in  the  exercife  of 
prayer. 
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i.  Be  watchful  and  circumfpeft  in  the  whole  of  your 
onverfation.  Let  it  be  your  great  aim,  to  keep  con* 
ciences  void  of  offence  towards .  God  and  towards  man. 
Vayer  and  watchfulnefs  have  a  reciprocal  influence  upon 
ine  another.  Negledl  of  prayer  will  make  you  yield  to 
emptation,  and  the  indulgence  of  fin  will  make  you  afraid 
0  pray.  But  habitual  watchfulnefs  will  cany  you  with 
omfort  to  God,  at  the  hour  of  prayer,  both  in  thank- 
iilnefs  for  pad  mercies,  and  reliance  on  him  for  future 
trength. 

2.  Obferve  with  attention  the  courfe  of  his  providence 
owards  you.  Enumerate  his  mercies  to  you  in  profperi- 
y,  adore  his  righteous  will  in  adverfity.  Let  this  be  the 
vork,  not  only  of  particular  feafons.  but  of  every  day. 
This  will  at  once  (hew  you  the  neceffity,  and  abundantly 
upply  the  matter  of  prayer.  If  you  do  otherwife,  you  will 
;o  to  prayer  without  any  clear  and  determinate  views  of 
vhat  you  are  to  pray  for,  and  then  it  is  no  wonder  that  it 
legenerate  into  a  lifelefs  form.     Once  more, 

3.  Be  much  employed  in  interceflion  for  others.  This 
loble  teftimony  of  Ghriftian  love,  has  the  moft  powerful 
nfluence  in  warming  the  heart,  and  enlivening  the  affeo 
ions  in  prayer.  It  happens  frequently,  that  thofe  who 
lave  hardly  a  word  to  fay  for  themfelves^  and  whofe  de- 
ires  are  quite  heavy  and  languid  as  to  what  regards  their 
wn  intereft,  no  fooner  come  to  fupplicate  for  others,  than 
hey  are  enabled  to  pour  out  their  whole  fouls  before  God 
vith  the  greateft  fulnefs  of  expreflion,  and  enlargement  of 
iffection ;  as  if  it  were  the  purpofe  of  God,  to  invite  us  to 
his  exercife,  by  honoring  it  with  a  particular  mark  of  his 
tcceptance  and  approbation.  Oh  that  it  would  pleafe  God 
o  revive  among  profeffing  Chriftians  a  fpirit  of  prayer, 
hat  when  they  cannot  unite  in  fentiment,  they  may  unite 
n  prayer ;  that  when  impiety  and  immorality  are  bold 
ind  infolent,  they  may  oppofe  them  by  prayer ;  and  that 
vhen  they  are  flandered,  infulted,  or  abufed  by  their  ene- 
nies,  they  may  find  unfpeakable  comfort  in  imitating 
heir  dying  Saviour,  loving  them  that  hate  them,  bleffing 
hem  that  curfe  them,  and  praying  for  them  who  defpite- 


fully  ufe  them  and  perfecute  them.  I  conefade  widi  the 
words  of  the  apoftle  Jude*  ver.  24,  25;  M  Now  unto  Ma 

*  that  is  able  to  keep  you  from  Billing,  and  to  prefent  yoa 
^  faultlefs  before  the  prefence  of  his  glory  with  exceeding 
"  joy,  to  the  only  wife  God,  oar  Saviour,  be  glory  and 
"  majefty,  dominion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever. 

#  Amen." 


\  ■ 
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OBEDIENCE  and  SACRIFICE  COMPARED. 


SERMON   13. 


1  SAMUEL,  xv.  22. 

Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings  and  sacri- 
fices ^  as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord?  Behold,  to  obey 
is  better  than  sacrifice;  and  to  hear ken ,   than  the  fat  of 
rams. 

THAT  obedience  is  due  to  God  from  all  his  intelli- 
gent creatures,  I  fuppofe  none  here  prefent  will 
deny.  It  is  the  original  unchangeable  law  of  creation, 
which  every  after  difcovery  ferved  not  to  undetermine, 
but  tofupport  and  confirm.  It  was  the  religion  of  man 
in  his  primitive  ftate  of  innocence  ;  and  it  fhall  be  the 
religion  of  heaven,  when  we  (hall  fee  our  Maker  as  he  is. 
The  very  excellence  of  truth  itfelf  lies  in  its  influence  on 
holinefs,  and  the  very  purpofe  of  every  facred  inftitution 
is  to  form  our  minds  to  a  habit  of  obedience  and  fubjefti- 
on  to  the  will  of  God. 

In  the  mean  time  it  is  of  the  utmofl:  moment,  that  we 
have  clear  and  juft  conceptions  of  the  nature  and  princi- 
ples of  obedience,  and  that  we  guard  againft  the  errors 
that  are  often  committed  on  this  fubjedt.  Some,  from  a 
partial  or  exceflive  attachment  to  one  branch  of  duty,  are 
apt  to  difparage  another ;  and  fome  are  apt  to  make  a  me- 
rit of  their  zeal  and  diligence  in  one  duty,  as  if  it  would 
procure  indulgence  for  them  in  the  wilful  negledt  of  ano- 
ther. From  the  language  in  the  remarkable  paffage  of 
fcripture  which  I  have  chofen  for  my  text,  it  is  plain,  that 
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facrifices,  or  the  outward  worfhip  of  God,  are  fonietimcs 
made  a  cover  for  the  neglecl  of  obedience.  Nor  are  there 
wanting  other  paflages  where  complaints  are  brought 
againft  the  fame  miftake.  On  the  other  hand,  this  paffage 
where  the  text  lies,  and  another  expreflion  a-kin  to  it  in 
the  gofpel,  "  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  facrifice,"  have 
been  grofsly  mifapplied,  to  bring  contempt  upon  every 
pofttive  inilitution,  and  even  upon  the  whole  exercifes  of 
piety  j  and  that  by  fuch  perfons  as  do  very  little  honor 
either  to  themfelves  or  their  opinions,  by  the  perfection 
of  dieir  obedience.  I  have  chofen  thefe  words,  with  a 
view  to  the  information  and  conviction  of  both  thefe  forts 
of  perfons,  and  for  the  inliruftion  and  edification  of  thole 
who  defire  to  walk  in  the  firaight  path  of  duty,  without 
turning  to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left  In  difcourfmg 
further  upon  them,  I  propofe, 

I.  To  open  a  little,  and  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  hif- 
tory  which  gave  occafion  to  the  words  of  the  prophet. 

II.  To  fhew  in  what  refpeft  it  is,  that  obedience  is  op- 
pofed  and  preferred  to  facrifice,  or  juftly  called  better,  as 
in  the  words  of  the  text. 

III.  In  die  laft  place,  To  make  fome  application  of  the 
fubjeft. 

I.  First,  then,  I  am  to  open  a  little,  and  make  afew 
remarks  upon  the  hiftory  which  gave  occafion  to  the  words 
of  the  prophet.  This  will  be  the  more  proper,  that  the 
felling  this  part  of  the  facred  ftory  in  a  clear  light,  will 
both  afford  us  fome  excellent  inftrudtions,  and  alfo  obviate 
the  cavils  of  unreafonable  men.  The  people  called  Ama- 
lekites  were  derived,  and  had  their  name,  from  one  Ama- 
lek,  the  Ion  of  Efau's  eldeft  fon  Eliphaz,  by  a  concubine. 
(Gen.  xxxvi.  12.)  The  firft  mention  we  have  made  of 
them  as  a  people,  was  their  being  engaged  in  a  very  on- 
juft  war  with  the  children  of  Ifrael.  (Ex.  xvii.  8.)  This 
provoked  God  to  determine,  or  at  leafl  upon  this  occafion  J 
he  was  pleated  to  intimate,  their  being  devoted  to  utter 
deftruaion  ;  as  Exod.  xvii.  14,  15,  16.  "  And  the  Lord  I 
"  faid  unto  Mofes,  Write  this  for  a  memorial  in  a  book, 
"  and  rehearfe  it  m  xVe  can  erf  \oftuia :  for  I  will  utterir  < 


u 
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44  put  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from  tinder  heaven. 
44  And  Mofes  built  an  altar,  and  called  the  name  of  it 
44  Jehovah  nifli.  For  he  faid,  Becaufethe  Lord  hath  fworn, 
44  that  the  Lord  will  have  war  with'  Amalek  from  genera- 
44  tion  to  generation." 

The  injuftice  and  impiety  of  this  a&ion  of  the  Amale* 
kites,  which  provoked  God,  not  only  to  threaten,  but  to 
(Wear  their  deftru&ion,  may  be  learned  from  the  account 
of  this  matter  given  us  in  Deut.  xxv.  17,  18, 19,  "  Re- 
44  member  what  Amalek  did  unto  thee  by  the  way,  when 
44  ye  were  come  forth  out  of  Egypt :  how  he  met  thee  by 
44  the  way,  and  fmote  the  hindmoft  of  thee,  even  all  that 
44  were  feeble  behind  thee,  when  thou  waft  faint  and  wea- 
ry ;  and  he  feared  not  God.  Therefore  it  fhall  be,  when 
the  Lord  thy  God  hath  given  thee  reft  from  all  thine 
enemies  round  about,  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy 
•'  God  giveth  thee  for  an  inheritance  to  poffefs  it,  that 
"  thou  (halt  blot  out  the  remembrance  of  Amalek  from 
"  under  heaven ;  thou  (halt  not  forget  it."  From  this  it 
appears,  that  the  Amalekites  attacked  the.  Ifraelites  un- 
provoked, and  without  any  caufe  ;  for  the  Ifraelites  nei- 
ther intended  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  their  country,  nor 
were  they  fo  much  as  palling  by  their  borders,  which 
might  have  given  them  fome  caufe  of  fufpicion.  With- 
out any  thing  of  this  fort,  they  came  out  of  their  own 
country  to  attack  the  Ifraelites  in  the  wildernefs,  either 
in  confequence  of  the  old  grudge  between  Efau  and  Jacob, 
or  from  a  principle  of  covetoufnefs,  to  feize  upon  the 
riches  which  they  heard  the  children  of  Ifrael  had  brought 
out  of  Egypt- 
It  is  further  obferved,  that  they  cut  off  thofe  that  were 
faint  and  weary,  when  the  diftrefled  condition  of  that  peo- 
ple feemed  rather  to  call  for  compaffion  and  help.  This 
was  unjuft  and  cruel ;  and  difcovers  them  to  have  been  a 
favage  and  profligate  people ;  efpecially  if  one  circum- 
fiance  more  be  taken  notice  of,  that  they  did  all  this  in 
open  defiance  and  contempt  of  God.  They  had  no  doubt 
heard,  that  he  interefted  himfelf  in  a  particular  manner 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  Ifraelites,  and  was,  in  a  literal 
fenfe,  their  king  and  governor ;  and  therefore  it  is  faid 


particularly,  ver.  i8,  or  the  laft  cited  pafiage,  that  the 
Amalekites  "  feared  not  God."  Is  there  any  thing  abfurd 
or  unfuitable  to  the  majefty  of  the  King  of  kings,  in  hb 
declaring  he  would  have  war  with  I iich  a  people  from  ge- 
neration  to  generation,  and  at  lalt  deftroy  them,  as  hi 
certainly  foreknew  that  they  would  not  grow  better,  but 
worfe  and  worfe  ? 

Let  us  not  omit  to  obferve  the  long-fuffering  and  pati- 
ence  of  God-  It  was  not  till  fotne  hundreds  of  years  at 
terwards,  that  orders  were  iffued  out  to  put  the  lentence 
in  execution  againft  that  people,  when  they  had  filled  up 
the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  and  were  ripe  for  judgment. 
This  appears  evidently  from  the  hints  of  their  character 
given  in  the  chapter  where  the  text  lies.  They  are  cal- 
led, verfe  18,  "the  finners  the  Amalekites,"  by  way  of 
emphafis,  to  fhew,  that  they  were  eminently  wicked  abwt 
all  other  people.  It  is  no  lets  evident,  that  their  long 
that  ruled  over  them  was  a  bloody  cruel  man,  from  the 
words  of  Samuel  to  him,  verle  33,  "As  thy  ("word  hath 
11  made  women  childlefs,  /b  fhall  thy  mother  be  childku 
"  among  women."  Thefe  circumflances  make  ic  highly 
probable,  that  this  prince  and  his  people  were  commonly 
employed  in  the  trade  of  war,  in  plundering  and  murder- 
ing fuch  of  their  neighbors  as  they  were  able  to  fubdue. 
Now,  how  groundlefs  are  all  the  tragical  outcries  of  unbe- 
lievers againft  this  part  of  the  hiflory  of  the  Bible  !  Is  not 
God  the  fupreme  difpofer  of  every  event  ?  Is  not  the  fate 
of  nations  decided  by  his  righteous  will  ?  Is  he  not  known 
by  the  exercife  of  this  his  holy  prerogative,  "  Vengeance 
"  is  mine  ;  I  will  repay  ?''  It  is  inconteftable,  from  ma- 
"  ny  undoubted  fafts  in  the  hiftory  of  Providence,  that 
"  verily  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth.'*  Oh ! 
that  this  were  confidered  in  time  by  many  who  are  bekt 
enough  to  impeach  the  conduft  of  their  Maker,  to  whom 
one  part  of  the  character  of  the  Amalekites  feems  very 
applicable,  "  Tliey  fear  not  God." 

It  will  perhaps  be  expected,  that  I  fhould  take  particu- 
lar notice  of  that  part  of  the  command  given  to  Saul  to 
deftroy  the  "  infants  and  fucklings,"  together  with  thole 
who  were  come  to  age.    On  this  you  may  obferve,  thatit 


Obedience  and  Sacrifice  compared.  485 

was  no  more  than  the  exercife  of  that  abfolute  right  which 
God  hath  to  the  lives  of  all  his  creatures.  He  gave  them 
at  his  pleafure,  and  he  may  recall  them  whenever  he  will. 
Thofe  who  offer  this  objection  againft  the  fcripture  hiftory, 
do  not  ieem  to  confider,  that  it  militates  equally  againft 
the  daily  and  vifible  coin  fe  of  Providence.  How  many 
infants  do  we  fee  daily  carried  off  by  the  difeafes  incident 
to  that  (late  ?  Do  not  the  half  of  mankind  die  before  they 
grow  up  to  the  years  of  reafon  ?  Does  this  happen  with- 
out  the  fore-knowledge  and  Providence  of  God  ?  or  dare 
any  charge  him  with  being  unjuft  in  this  part  of  his  will  ? 
If  we  dare  not  prefume  to  go  fo  far,  then,  the  command- 
ing the  children  to  be  cut  off  by  the  hand  of  man,  is  a  mere 
circumftance,  that  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  the  decree. 
The  fovereignty  of  God  appears  in  the  cleared  manner 
from  the  whole  of  his  written  word,  and  from  what  hap- 
pens every  day  before  our  eyes*  Inftead,  therefore,  of 
railing  prefumptuous  objeftions  againft  fuch  inftances  as 
this  referred  to  in  the  text,  it  would  be  far  more  juft,  as 
well  as  dutiful,  to  infer  from  them,  that  we  are  "  conceiv- 
M  ed  in  (in,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity ;"  that  we  lie 
under  an  univerfal  forfeiture  of  life,  and  therefore  a  righte- 
ous God  may  execute  it  upon  us  at  whatever  time,  and  in 
whatever  manner,  it  feems'good  unto  himfclf. 

I  might  alfo  obferve,  that  if  we  confider  the  circum- 
fiances  in  which  thefe  Amalekite  children  were,  from  the 
character  of  their  parents,  we  fhall  fee,  in  the  condudt 
of  God  towards  them,  a  mixture  of  mercy  with  judgment* 
1  have  already  obferved,  from  the  facred  hiftory,  what 
wicked  perfons  the  Amalekites  were.  Now,  fuppoling 
their  children  left  to  be  trained  up  by  their  parents,  the 
prefumption  is,  that  they  would  have  been  formed  by  their 
pernicious  example,  to  murder  and  rapine,  and  all  forts 
of  wickednefs  ;  and,  in  particular,  to  a  hatred  of  the  peo- 
ple and  God  of  Ifrael.  This  would  have  rendered  their  con- 
dition infinitely  more  miferable  than  we  can  poflibly  fup- 
pofe  it  by  their  being  cut  off  in  infancy,  before  the  com- 
miifion  of  a£lual  guilt.  Have  we  not  every  day  before  our 
eyes  examples  of  perfons  living. and  dying  in  fin,  to  whom 
it  would  have  been  a  great  mercy  if  their  eyes,  as  foon  as 

Vol.  I.  3  P 


t 

486  Obedience  and  Sacrifice  toMptir&f. 

ever  they  faw  the  light,  had  been  clofed  up  in  everlafting 
darknefs  ?  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  reafon  to  .be  folly 
fatisfied  on  every  fuch  queftion  as  this,  by  refolving  it  in- 
to the  fovereingty  of  God ;  but  I  have  fhordy  mentioned 
this  particular  to  ftiow  how  incapable  we  are  of  forming  1 
proper  judgment  of  the  procedure  of  Divine  Providence; 
and  that  the  order  to  deftroy  "  both  man  and  woman,  in- 
"  font  and  tackling,"  when  given  by  the  Lord  of  nature, 
hath  nothing  in  it  either  unjuft  or  unmerciful. 

This  awful  command  was  given  to  Saul,  the  king  of 
Ifrael ;  which  he,  being  fully  fatisfied  of  its  coming  front 
God,  prepared  himfelf  to  execute.  But  he  and  tin  peo- 
ple, from  a  principle  of  covetoufnefs,  referved  what  was 
molt  valuable  of  the  effects  of  the  Amalekites  for  their  own 
ufe,  in  direft  contradiction  to  the  command  of  God,  who 
had  ordered  the  cattle  and  fubftance  of  that  people  alio  to 
be  deftroyed.  This  was  probably  done  to  fhow,  that  their 
punifhment  was  an  aft  of  pure  jullice,  without  any  inten- 
tion to  enrich  his  inheritance  by  it.  When  the  prophet 
Samuel  challenged  Saul  for  his  difobedience,  he  endeavors 
to  cover  his  conduft  by  a  pretext  of  religion,  verfe  15. 

"  And  Saul  faid, The  people  fpared  the  beft  of  the 

fheep,  and  of  the  oxen,  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord  thy 
God  ;  and  the  reft  we  have  utterly  deftroyed."  To  this 
my  text  is  the  anfwer,  made  by  Samuel,  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord  :  "  And  Samuel  faid,  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  de- 
light in  burnt-offerings  and  facrifices,  as  in  obeying  the 
voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey,  is  better  than  facri- 
"  fice  ;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams." 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  second  general  head,  I  will  make 
a  few  obfervations  on  this  piece  of  hiftory,  for  your  inftruc- 
tion. 

1.  How  eafily  are  people  mifled  into  difobedience  by 
their  prefent  intereft,  or  carnal  inclinations !  how  ready 
are  thefe  to  mix  themfelves  in  all  our  aftions,  and  to  turn 
what  was  intended  as  an  inftance  of  obedience,  into  an  aft 
of  impiety  and  tranf^reffion !  The  children  of  Ifrael  would 
not  deftroy  the  goodly  fubftance  of  the  Amalekites,  ac- 
cording to  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  that  they  might 
have  it  to  themfelves ;  though  it  is  remarkable,  that  they 
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do  not  appear  from  the  hiftory  to  have  made  any  difficulty 
in  executing  what  was  by  far  the  hardeft  part  of  the  com* 
mand,  viz.  the  flaying  of  man  and  woman,  infant  and 
fuckling,  that  fell  into  their  hands.  Agag,  indeed,  and 
him  only,  they  excepted,  perhaps  to  grace  their  triumph, 
or  from  fome  other  felfifh  motive.  Intereft  feems  to  have 
prevailed  here ;  but  there  are  other  paflions  alio  which  too 
often  mix  themfelves  with  our  religion.  Malice  and  an- 
ger, for  example,  and  a  defire  of  revenge,  are  often  fcen 
to  intermingle  themfelves  with  our  zeal  for  the  glory  of 
God,  and  convert  one  of  the  moll  amiable  virtues  into  a 
deteftable  crime. 

2.  You  may  obferve  how  natural  it  is  for  people,  when 
challenged  for  any  fault,  to  lay  the  blame  of  it  upon  others, 
even  when  there  is  little  profpeft  of  hiding  their  own  guilt, 
44  But  the  people,"  fays  Saul,  ver.  21,  "  took  of  the  fpoil, 
"  flieep  and  oxen,  the  chief  of  the  things  which  fhould 
44  have  been  utterly  deftroyed."  Whereas,  though  no 
doubt  they  were  alfo  in  the  fault,  he  was  much  more  guilty 
than  they.  He  had  received  the  particular  command 
from  God  :  he  was  king  and  leader  of  the  people,  and 
ought  to  have  retrained  them  from  a&ing  contrary  to  the 
divine  purpofe.  This,  however,  he  was  fo  far  from  fo 
much  as  attempting,  that  he  is  fpoken  of  as  confenting  to, 
and  a  chief  a£tor  in  the  offence,  ver.  9.  "  But  Saul  and 
44  the  people  fpared  Agag,  and  the  belt  of  the  flieep  and  of 
44  the  oxen.,,  This  difpofition  feems  to  be  as  old  as  fin 
itfelf;  for  we  fee  it  in  the  cafe  of  Adam,  after  eating  the 
forbidden  fruit:  Gen.  iii.  11,  12.  "  Had  thou  eaten  of 
44  the  tree  whereof  I  commanded  thee  that  thou  fhouldft 
44  not  eat  ?  And  the  man  laid,  The  woman  whom  thou 
44  gaveft  to  be  with  me,  fhe  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did 
"  cat,"  We  ought  to  be  humbled  for  it,  as  a  part  of  the 
corruption  of  our  nature,  which  is  not  only  prone  to  the 
commiffion  of  iin,  but  backward  to  repentance  or  con- 
fcflion. 

3.  We  may  fee  it  is  no  unufual  thing  for  men  to  ima- 
gine  they  have  been  obedient  to  God  even  in  that  very 
a&ion  by  which  they  have  in  a  remarkable  manner  fliown 
their  difobedience.    This  was  plainly  the  cafe  with  Saul, 


4&o  cWMwtev  oMt  S&crifN&cbtilp&NHIr 

whom  we  find  maintaining  and  infHKrig  'Upon  his  inno* 
cence,  ver.  ao.  M  And  Saul  &id  onto  Siftoel,  Y04  I 
44  have  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord,  and  haver  gone  the 
u  way  which  the  Lord  fent  me,  arid  hrtfc  bttnigbt  Agtjf 
«*  the  king  of  Amalek,  and  have  utterly  deftroyed  ftt 
u  Amalekhes."  Where  ever  any  doty,  fa  its  'ftbftintt, 
in  its  chrtumftances,  or  even  in  its  principle,  variekltom 
the  rules  laid  down  for  it  in  die  word  of  God,  it  is  efen- 
tially  defective ;  and  where  the  fault  is  capital  it  bccotncft 
a  fin.  This,  I  believe,  will  be  always  found  tote  die  cafe 
where  merit  is  pleaded  from  human  performances.  True 
obedience  is  always  humble,  and  fenfible  of  the  imperfec- 
tions attending  it.  Oftentatious  obedience,  if  it  were  for 
no  other  reafon,  is  an  abomination  in  the  fight  of  God. 

4.  How  often  does  it  happen,  that  the  excufes  for  fin 
are  the  aggravations  of  it !  It  feemed  to  Saul,  that  be  had 
fully  juftified  his  conduft  by  faying,  that  he  fpared  of  the 
bell  of  the  fpoil,  to  facrifice  unto  the  Lord.  If  there  was 
no  fuch  thing  in  his  or  the  people's  mind,  when  they  de- 
parted from  their  com  million,  then  it  was  a  fearful  aggra- 
vation of  his  fin,  to  add  to  it  the  guilt  of  falfhood  and  hy- 
pocrify ;  nor  did  it  feem  to  want  impiety,  to  pretend  to  of- 
fer facrifices  from  the  accurfed  fubftance  of  that  devoted 
race.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  they  really  from  the  begin- 
ning  intended  to  prefent  a  part  of  the  fpoil  as  a  facrifice  to 
God,  it  (hows  the  great  deceitfulnefs  of  fin,  which  fuggefted 
this  unholy  compofition,  and  made  them  think,  that  their 
difobedience  might  be  atoned  for  by  a  gift  at  the  altar. 
Many  like  inftances  might  be  given  in  which  the  excufes 
for  fin  are  an  addition  to  the  guilt.  There  are  not  want- 
ing fome  who,  either  in  a  doubtful  or  explicit  manner, 
would  lay  the  blame  of  their  fins  upon  their  Maker,  and 
impute  to  the  influence  of  his  providence  what  belongs  to 
the  freedom  of  their  own  wills.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is 
very  remarkable,  though  melancholy  to  refleft  upon,  that 
thole  excufes  for  fin  which  carry  in  them  the  mod  daring 
profanity,  are  commonly  moil  ttupifying  to  the  confidence. 
Such  is  the  ftate  of  all  thofe  who  fortify  themfelves  in  an 
evil  prafitice,  by  embracing  loofe  principles,  who,  having 
firft  given  way  to  unbridled  inclination  in  the  breach  of 
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God's  laws,  fteel  themfelves  againft  c  on  v  id  ion  and  repen- 
tance, by  a  denial  of  his  truth. 

5.  How  great  is  the  folly  of  men  who  hope  to  atone 
for  their  difobedience  by  any  compenfation,  but  particu- 
larly by  religious  rites!  Saul  and  his  people,  whatever 
were  their  views  at  firft,  feem  to  have  hoped  that  they 
might  efcape  the  punifhment  of  difobedience  by  offering 
facrifices.  There  feems  to  have  been  a  tendency  to  this 
among  the  Jews,  in  general,  in  after  times ;  and  it  is  the 
miftaken  hope  of  hypocrites  in  every  age.  But  how  mt- 
nifeft  is  the  error  !  how  grofs  is  the  delufion !  Sacrifices, 
and  all  afts  of  worfhip,  derive  their  very  beauty  and  ex- 
cellence from  the  difpofition  of  the  worlhipper.  Solomon 
tells  us,  Prov.  xv.  8,  "  The  facrifice  of  the  wicked  is  an 
u  abomination  to  the  Lord ;  but  the  prayer  of  the  upright 
"  is  his  delight."  How  abfurd  and  contradictory,  how 
difhonorable  to  God,  is  it,  for  the  fame  perfon  to  be  a  zea- 
lous worlhipper  and  a  wicked  liver,  a  man  fervent  in  prayer 
and  deceitful  in  dealing,  heavenly  in  his  language  and  fen- 
fual  in  his  heart !  One  would  think  the  dreadful  inconfif- 
tency  of  fuch  a  condudl  would  alarm  the  moll  drowfy  con- 
fcience ;  but  God,  in  righteous  judgment,  gives  up  to  a 
fpirit  of  flumber,  that  they  may  be  the  ftandard  of  punifh- 
ment for  the  greateft  finners,  who  fhall  be  appointed  their 
portion  "  with  hypocrites  and  unbelievers,  in  the  lake  that 
44  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone  for  evermore." 

.  H.  I  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed;  which  was, 
To  (how  in  what  refpe&s  it  is  that  obedience  is  oppofed 
and  preferred  to  facrifice,  or  juflly  called  better,  as  in  the 
words  of  the  text.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  hear  this  paf- 
fage  produced  in  order  to  prove  the  value  of  moral  above 
pofitive  precepts.  Moral  precepts,  I  fuppofe  you  know, 
are  precepts  of  perpetual  and  unchangeable  obligation ; 
and  pofitive,  fuch  as  either  have  not,  or  do  not  feem  to 
have,  any  intrinfic  excellence  in  themfelves,  but  depend 
upon  the  immediate  and  exprefs  inftitution  of  God.  Now 
though,  no  doubt,  if  it  is  done  with  proper  care,  and  upon 
legitimate  principles,  a  diftinftion  may  be  ftated  between 
thefe  different  kinds  of  duties :  yet  it  is  plain  that  this  can- x 


notbe  thofpiritofthcpaflkgebefor*  ui, ...  Xbgrc  needs 40, 
more  to  fatisfy  us  of  this,  than  to  tefleft  ..upon;  tbe  hifkqr 
illuftrated  above,  which  gave  occafion  to  th&waqb  .of  the 
prophet  That  command  of  God*  for  dMflbe$encft  ** 
which  Saul  was  fo  feverely  reproved, .  and  *fterp«fdf  fo 
fignally  puniihed,  was  fa  far  from  being  in  hfetf  a,  moral 
duty  antecedent  to  tbe  command,  that  it  waa  not  toady 
a  pofitive,  but  an  occafional  and  temporary  duty  ;  nay, 
without  the  exprefs  appointment  and  authority  of  God,  it 
would  have  been  an  atrocious  crime,  xiz.  "  Utterly  de- 
u  ftroying  the  Amalekites,  man  and  woman,  inijuit  and 
«  fuckling."  We  have  not  therefore  the  leaft  encourage- 
ment from  this  example  to  make  light  of  any  comawx) 
that  is  fupported  by  the  inftitution  and  authority  of  God. 
Well  then,  may  it  be  faid,  were  not  facrificea  inftkuted  by 
him  ?  and  how  does  the  prophet  affirm  in  this  paffige, 
that  "obedience  is  better  than  facrifice?"  For  illufirating 
this,  and  at  the  lame  time  guarding  it  againft  perverfion 
and  abufe,  I  intrcat  your  attention  to  tbe  folio  wing  obfer- 
vations. 

i.  Obedience  is  preferred  to  facrifices,  as  they  were 
uncom mantled,  free,  and  voluntary.  If  we  attend  to  the 
facrifices  under  the  law,  we  fli all  find  them  of  different 
kinds ;  particularly,  we  fhall  find  them  diftinguilhed  in 
this  refpeft,  that  fome  of  them  were  exprefsly  and  pofi- 
tively  ordained,  and  others  were  left  to  the  good-will  or 
fpontaneous  inclination  of  the  offerer.  The  firft  were 
binding  upon  the  whole  of  that  people  in  the  ftrongeft 
manner,  and  could  not  be  difpeiifed  with  ;  the  others  were 
left  to  themfelves,  as  the  occafion  fhould  point  out  the 
propriety,  and  the  piety  or  gratitude  of  their  hearts  ihould 
difpofe  to  the  performance.  It  would  be  a  great  milUke 
to  fuppofe,  that  the  appointed  fervice  of  the  fan&uary 
might  be  omitted  or  altered  by  any  human  prudence,  or 
difpenfed  with,  even  under  pretence  of  obedience  to  the 
moral  law.  The  obfervation  of  the  fabbath,  of  circumci- 
fion,  of  the  paffover,  the  daily  burnt-offering,  the  annual 
fecrifice  on  the  great  day  of  expiation,  the  trefpafs-offeriog, 
and  many  others,  were  fo  indifpenfably  neceffary,  that 
no  oppofition  was  to  be  prefumed  or  imagined  between 
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them  and  the  moral  law.  Nay,  the  whole  circumftancea 
of  thefe  rites  were  precifely  fpecified,  and  thofe  who  vari- 
ed  any  thing  in  the  manner  of  their  obfervation  were  to 
be  cut  off  from  their  people.  For  this  fee  Exodus  xii. 
19. :  xxxi.  14,  and  many  other  paffages.  I  mud  further 
obferve,  that  even  with  refpeft  to  voluntary  or  free-will 
offerings,  though  they  were  left  at  liberty  whether  they 
would  offer  fuch  at  all  or  not ;  yet  if  they  did  ofier,  the 
manner  in  which  it  behoved  to  be  conduced,  was  ap- 
pointed precifely,  and  they  were  forbidden  to  depart  from 
it,  under  the  fame  awful  fan&ion.  You  may  fee  the  rules 
laid  down  for  peace-offerings  in  the  2d  and  3d  chapters  of 
Leviticus ;  and  for  the  danger  of  any  error  in  attending 
on  them,  fee  Lev.  vii.  20,  21. ;  Lev.  xvii.  8,  9.  Now, 
nothing  can  be  more  plain,  than  that  the  facrifices  which 
Saul  and  his  people  had  in  view  to  offer,  or  at  lead  pre- 
tended to ,  have  had  in  view,  were  voluntary  or  free-will 
offerings :  they  were  no  part  6f  the  regular,  dated,  unal- 
terable fervice  of  the  fanttuary  ;  but  might  be  offered  or 
not,  as  they  themfelves  thought  proper.  When  you  re- 
member this,-  my  brethren,  you  will  fee  with  how  great 
juftice  and  force  the  prophet  oppofes  facrifices  of  this  kind, 
to  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  :  "  Hath  the  Lord  as 
iC  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings,  as  in  obeying  the  voice 
44  of  the  Lord  ?"  As  if  he  had  faid,  Can  you  imagine 
that  God  will  be  as  well  pleafed  with  gifts  of  your  own* 
deviling,  as  with  a  ftrift  and  punftual  execution  of  the 
orders  which  himfelf  had  given ;  efpecially  when  the  very 
facrifices  you  would  offer  to  him,  are  purchafed  by  the 
breach  of  his  own  exprefs  command  ? 

The  words  of  the  text  having  been  fpoken  by  the  Old- 
Teftament  prophet,  and  in  language  direftly  fuited  to  the 
circumftances  of  that  difpenfation,  I  have  kept  the  laws 
of  the  Mofaic  oeconomy  clofely  in  view.  The  fpirit  how- 
ever of  the  whole,  and  the  truth  refulting  from  it,  belongs 
as  clearly  and  fenfibly  to  us  as  to  the  fathers.  We  are 
not  to  prefume  to  make  light  of  any  inftitution  of  God, 
though,  either  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  a  pofitive  nature. 
But  confidering  facrifices  as  including  all  a£ts  of  worihip, 
nay  all  a&s  of  religion  or  fervice  to  God,  of  whatever 
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kind,  fo  far  as  they  are  voluntary  in  their  oiymmftaacc* 
let  us  not  think  to  put  them  in  the  room  of  obedience  m 
his  law.  If  any  man,  from  this  paflage  of  fcripture,  flaU 
take  liberty  to  defpife  the  fabbath,  to  forbear  prayer  ia  fc 
cret  and  in  family,  to  negled  the  facramentS:Or  inftkuted 
worfhip  of  God,  he  perverteth  and  wrcfteth  the  fcripture*, 
to  bis  own  dcllru&ion.  On  the  other  hand,  if  any  per-. 
ton,  under  pretence  of  extraordinary  prayer,  Hull  nc^aft 
bis  calling,  if  he  fhall  put  voluntary  falls  and  bodily  n»fr 
tification  in  the  room  of  repentance,  if  he  fhall  make  rip- 
nations  to  the  poor,  or  to  facred  ufes,  inftead  of  paying 
his  juft  debts,  to  the  prejudice  of  others,  it  may,  with 
great  propriety,  be  fasd  to  him  in  the  words  of  Samuel, 
V  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings,  as  in 
*  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey,  is  bet- 
"  ter  than  facrifice;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams.* 

2.  Obedience  is  oppofed  to  facrifices  as  they  are  felfe 
and  hypocritical.  Even  in  thofe  facrifices  that  were  moft 
exprefsly  appointed,  and  of  the  moil  indifpenfable  obliga- 
tion, there  might  be  an  eflential  defett,  from  the  inward 
difpofition  not  correfponding  to  the  outward  a£tion.  Rea- 
fon,  as  well  as  fcripture,  teacheth  us,  that  in  all  ads  of 
worlhip,  the  Sincerity  of  the  heart  makes  the  chief  ingre- 
dient. It  is  the  prerogative,  and  the  glory  of  God,  that 
he  fearcheth  the  hearts  and  trieth  the  reins  of  the  children 
of  men.  Therefore,  in  every  part  of  his  fervice,  he  re- 
quires integrity  and  uprightnefs  of  heart :  "  He  deftrcth 
44  truth  in  the  inward  pans."  That  I  may  trefct  this  part 
of  the  fubjeft  with  the  greater  diftin&nefe,  you  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  our  facrifices  or  worfhip  may  be  polluted  by  a 
two-fold  hypocrify.  Thefe  may  be  called,  hypocrify  to- 
wards God,  and  hypocrify  towards  man ;  or,  in  other 
words,  inconfiftency  or  unfoundnefs  in  the  charader,  and 
difguife  or  infincerity  in  the  aft  of  worfhip. 

(i)  Our  facrifices  may  be  polluted  by  inconfiftency  or 
unfoundnefs  in  the  character.  This  is  the  cafe  where 
men  are  careful  in  attending  upon  the  inliitutions  of  re- 
ligion, but  do  not  make  conference  of  keeping  the  com- 
mandments of  God  in  their  ordinary  converfation ;  when 
they  are  punctual  in  the  outward  performance  of  the  dtt- 
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s  of  the  fir  ft  table  of  the  law,  but  are  under  no  reftraint 
to  fins  againft  the  fecond;  but,  in  a  particular  manner, 
ten  they  are  under  the  unhappy  deluiion  of  imagining, 
it  the  one  will  make  atonement  for  the  other.     I  believe 
will  be  found,  that  this  is  the  meaning  of  many  pafia- 
>  of  fcripture,  where  facrifices  are  fpoken  of  with  difre- 
rd.     The  word  of  God  could  never  be  fo  inconfiftent 
th  itfelf,  as  -to  condemn  them  Amply,  while  the  law  con- 
•ning  them  ftood  in  force  ;  but  when  they  were  offered 
wicked  men,  when  they  were  reded  on  as  the  whole 
religion,  or  made  to  compenfate  for  the  neglett  of  mo- 
duties,  then  they  are  fpoken  of  with  abhorrence :  Hofea 
6.     u  For  I  defired  mercy,  and  not  facrifice ;  and  the 
knowledge  of  God,  more  than  burnt-offerings.     But 
hey  like  men  have  tranfgrefled  the  covenant :  there 
lave  they  dealt  treacheroufly  againft  me."     If.  i.  10. 
fiear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye  rulers  of  Sodom ;  give  ear 
into  the  law  of  your  God,  ye  people  of  Gomorrah.  To 
vhat  purpofe  is  the  multitude  of  your  facrifices  unto  me? 
aith  the  Lord :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams, 
.nd  the  fat  of  fed  beafls,  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of 
mllocks,  or  of  lambs,  or  of  he-goats.     When  ye  come 
o  appear  before  me,  who  hath  required  this  at  your  hand 
o  tread  my  courts  ?  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations,  in- 
enfe  is  an  abomination  unto  me,  the  new-moons  and 
abbaths,  the  calling  of  aflemblies,  I  cannot  away  with, 
t  is  iniquity,  even  the  folemn  meeting*     Your  new- 
noons,  and  your  appointed  feafts,  my  foul  hateth  :  they 
re  a  trouble  unto  me,  I  am  weary  to  bear  them.     And 
vhen  ye  fpread  forth  your  hands,  I  will  hide  mine  eyes 
rom  you :  yea,  when  ye  make  many  prayers,  I  will 
lot  hear :    your  hands  are  full  of  blood.     Wafh  ye, 
nake  you  clean,  put  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from 
cfore  mine  eyes,  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well,  feek 
udgment,  relieve  the  oppreffed,  judge  the  fatherlefs, 
►lead  for  the  widow."     Pfal.  1.  16.    u  Unto  the  wicked 
Jod  faith,  What  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my  ftatutes, 
r  that  thou  fhouldft  take  my  covenant  in  thy  mouth  ?,f 
10s  verfe  21, — 24,    I  hate,  I  defpife  your  feaft-days, 
nd  I  will  not  fmell  in  your  folemn  aflemblies.  Though 
/ol.  I.  3  Q, 
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* 

+  ye  offer  itie  burnt-offerings,  and  y*ir  tocat-ofieringi, 

*  I  will  not  accept  them :  neither  will  I  tpgud  the  peaia- 
M  offerings  of  your  {at  beafts.  Take  thou  away  «frop  ac 
•*  the  noife  of  thy  fonga,  for  I  will  not  tett  the  indodf  rf 

*  thy  viola.    But  let  judgment  ran  down  aa  watett,  and 

*  righteoufnefa  aa  a  mighty  (beam." 

-  Indeed,  my  brethren,  what  can  be  more  abamtatta, 
than  the  worfhip  of  fuch  perfona  aa  live  in  the  habftaata- 
iblgence  of  fin  ?  what  more  provoking  to  God?  what  mmt 
jfoefumptuous  in  the  {inner?  And  who  can  fnftefenty 
^wonder  at  the  blindnefs  of  all  of  this  chamber  I  The 
.theft*  very  accefs  to  God,  which  fhould  increafe  their  d>» 
4prrcnce  of  fin,  fliould,  notwithftanding,  fet  them,  at  cafe 
Icrthe  comraiffiort  of  it  ?  Will  he  bear  more  ki  yon,  think 
yooY  than  in  others  ?  He  will  bear  left.  He  win  viftypn 
Jboner  in  bis  providence,  and  he  will  punifli  ~yo*  beamier 
to  all  eternity.  Thinga  are  quite  oppofite  to  what  you 
iuppofc.  Inflead  of  your  duties  rendering  your  fins  par- 
donable, your  fins  render  your  duties  infupportable. 

(2)  The  other  kind  of  hypocrify  is,  when  men  pot  00 
religion  as  a  cloak  and  covering  on  their  wickednefs,  and, 
without  any  inward  regard  or  fenfe  of  duty  to  God,  aim 
only  at  the  praife  of  men.  This  is,  if  poflible,  more  da- 
ring and  prefumptuous  than  the  other,  or  rather  is  a  more 
advanced  ftage  of  the  fame  character.  It  was  for  this  that 
our  Saviour  fo  feverely  reprehended  the  Pharifees :  Matth. 
vi.  1,  x.  u  Take  heed  that  ye  do  not  your  alms  before 
44  men,  to  be  feen  of  them  :  otherwife  ye  have  no  reward 
44  of  your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  Therefore,  when 
*  thou  daft  thine  alms,  do  not  found  a  trumpet  before  dice, 
41  as  the  hypocrites  do,  in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  the  {beets, 
44  that  they  may  have  glory  of  men.  Verily  I  fay  unto 
44  you,  they  have  their  reward."  And  verfe  5,  u  And 
41  when  thou  prayeft,  thou  (halt  not  be  as  the  hypocrites 
"  are :  for  they  love  to  pray  (landing  in  the  fynagogues, 
"  and  in  the  corners  of  the  ftreets,  that  they  may  be  feen 
44  of  men.  Verily  I  fay  unto  you,  they  have  their  rewards 
But  truly  this  is  not  all.  Some  are  not  fatisfied  with  do- 
ing thinga  in  themfelves  praife-worthy  from  oftentatkttt 
or  the  hope  of  applaufe  from  men,  but  they  endeavor,  by 
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heir  {hining  and  burning  zeal  in  fuch  things,  to  blind  the 
yes  of  others,  and  hinder  them  from  difcovering  and  pu- 
tifliing  their  fecret  wickednefs  :  Matth.  xxiii.  14.    "  Wo 
•  unto  you,  fcribes  and  Pharifees,  hypocrites ;  for  ye  de- 
vour widows  houfes,  and  for  a  pretence  make  long  pray- 
;  ers  ;  therefore  ye  fhall  receive  the  greater  damnation." 
Vhe never  this  is  the  cafe,  it  is  no  wonder  that  obedience 
iould  be  preferred  before  facrifice,  and  indeed  fet  in  op- 
oiition  to  it.     You  fee,  however,  that  this  is  no  more 
lan  what  our  Saviour  fays  of  aim  (giving,  which  is  fo  emi- 
ent  a  moral  duty,  but  which  can  never  find  acceptance 
rith  God,  when  done  merely  from  a  principle  of  oiienta- 
on.     It  is  impoflible,  upon  the  whole,  to  fet  this  matter 
1  a  jufter  light  than  our  Saviour  has  done,  in  fpeaking  of 
le  fame  Pharifees,  Matth.  xxiii.  23.     "  Wo  unto  you, 
fcribes  and  Pharifees,  hypocrites ;    for  ye  pay  tithe  of 
1  mint  and  annife,  and  cummin,  and  have  omitted  the 
weightier  matters  of  the  law,  judgment,  mercy,  and 
faith :  thefe  ought  ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the 
other  undone." 

3.  Obedience  is  oppofed  to  facrifices,  as  they  are  dead 
rid  formal.  I  am  not  at  this  time  to  mention  all  the  ends 
hich  an  infinitely  wife  God  intended  to  ferve  by  the  ap- 
ointment  of  facrifices :  but  every  one  mud  be  fenfible, 
lat  they  could  be  of  no  avail  without  taking  in  the  prin- 
iple  from  which  they  were  brought,  and  the  temper  and 
ifpofition  of  the  offerer.  There  was  no  doubt  very  much 
f  outward  form  in  the  Mofaic  (economy ;  and  the  ritual 
rattices  bore  fo  great  a  bulk  in  it,  that,  by  way  of  com- 
arifon  with  the  fpirituality  of  the  gofpel,  it  is  called  the 
vwofa  carnal  commandment.  But  it  would  be  milla- 
ing  it  very  much  to  fuppofe  that  God  was  fully  fatisfied 
rith,  or  defired  that  his  people  fhould  reft  in  the  outward 
»rm.  This  is  plain  from  many  paffages  of  fcripture. 
Phat  an  example  of  fervor  and  elevation  of  fpirit  have 
e  in  the  exercife  and  language  of  the  Pfalmift  David, 
trough  the  whole  of  his  writings  !  You  may  fee,  Pf.  v. 
.  "  But  as  for  me,  I  will  come  into  thy  houfe  in  the 
multitude  of  thy  mercy :  and  in  thy  fear  will  I  worfhip 
toward  thy  holy  temple."    Pf.  xxvi.  6.   "  I  will  walk 


« 

*  tny  hands  fat  innocency  •  fo  will  1  compefik  thine  Atff 
44  O  Lord  »  To  this  you  may  add  whit  tie  fty*  Pfct >K 
x6, 17.  u  For  thou  defireft  not  facrifice^Mfe  would  I  give 
u  it :  thou  delighted  not  in  tarnkofiering;    The  fiicri- 

*  fices  of  God  are  a  broken  fpirit:  a  broken  and  a  cen- 

*  trite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  defpife.4* 

In  oppofition  to  this,  however  clear  a  di&*te,  bodi  of 
ttafon  and  fcripture,  it  feems  to  have  been  the  difeafe  «f 
ancient  times,  to  imagine,  that  the  facrifices  were  fane 
how  neeeflary  or  ufeful  to  their  Maker  in  tbemfelves ;  •  acd 
that  hfe  was  pleafed  with  the  poffeffion  of  the  gift,  indepen- 
dent of  the  difpofilion  of  die  giver.  This  fed  both  jtm 
and  Gentiles  to  fuppofe,  that  the  more  numerous  and 
toftly  the  victims,  the  greater  would  be  their  influence? 
Micah  vi.  6.    u  Wherewith  ihall  I  come  before  the  Lord, 

*  and  bow  myfelf  before  the  high  God  ?  Shall  I  come 
"  before  him  with  burnt-offerings,  with  calves  of  a  year 
44  old !  Will  the  Lord  be  pleafed  with  thoufands  of  rams, 
*'  or  with  ten  thoufands  of  rivers  of  oil  ?  Shall  I  give  my 
44  firft  born  for  my  tranfgreffion,  the  fruit  of  my  body  for 
w  the  fin  of  my  foul  ?"  To  fuch  an  exceffive  height  did 
this  error  proceed,  that  on  extraordinary  occafions  the 
Heathens  of  many  different  nations  offered  human  facri- 
fices, and  endeavored,  by  their  number,  their  youth,  or 
the  high  rank  of  their  parents,  to  increafe  their  value  in 
the  fight  of  God.  In  oppofition  to  this  grofs  delufion, 
God  often  afferts  his  all  fufficiency  as  well  as  fovereignty; 
*s  particularly  in  that  admirable  paffage,  Pf.  1.  7. — 14. 
44  Hear,  O  my  people,  and  1  will  fpeak ;  O  lfrael,  and  I 

will  tettify  againft  thee :  I  am  God,  even  thy  God.  I 
will  not  reprove  thee  for  thy  facrifices,  or  thy  burnt-of- 
ferings, to  have  been  continually  before  me.  I  will 
44  take  no  bullock  out  of  thy  houfe,  nor  he-goats  out  of 
44  thy  folds.  For  every  beatt  of  the  foreft  is  mine,  and  the 
44  cattle  upon  a  thoufand  hills.  I  know  all  the  fowls  of 
44  the  mountains ;  and  the  wild  beads  of  the  field  are 
iC  mine*  If  I  were  hungry,  I  would  not  tell  thee,  for  the, 
44  world  is  mine,  and  the  fullnefs  thereof.  Will  I  eat 
14  the  flefli  of  bulls,  or  drink  the  blood  of  goats  ?  Offer 
«*  unto  God  thankfgiving,  and  pay  thy  vows  unto-  the 


44 
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oft  High."  And  even  with  regard  to  their  ordinary 
dance  on  inftruction,  he  fays,  Ezekiel  xxxiii.  31* 
id  they  come  unto  thee  as  the  people  cometh,  and 
sy  fit  before  thee  as  my  people,  and  they  hear  thy 
>rds,  but  they  will  not  do  them :  for  with  their  mouth 
?y  fhew  much  love,  but  their  heart  goeth  after  theif 
vetoufnefs." 

his  condutt,  fo  di (honorable  to  God,  and  fo  incon- 
tt  with  the  holinefs  and  purity  of  his  nature,  had  no 
:ient  excufe  either  among  Jews  or  Heathens.  But 
y  it  is  Hill  more  criminal  among  Chriftians.  The 
si,  as  a  difpenfation  of  clearer  light,  and  greater  pu- 
is called  the  ministration  of  the  Spirit.  And  in  op- 
ion  to  all  ceremonial  and  local  worihip,  our  Saviour 
,  John  iv.  23,  24,  "But  the  hour  cometh,  and  now 
when  the  true  worfhippers  fhall  worihip  the  Father 
fpirit  and  in  truth ;  for  the  Father  feeketh  fuch  to 
)dhip  him.  God  is  a  fpirit ;  and  they  that  worihip 
m,  muft  worihip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth."  But 
:here  not  fome  amongft  us  who  may  be  juftly  charged 
guilt  in  this  refpeft  ?  or  rather,  who  is  there  amongft 
lat  does  not  in  fome  degree  fall  under  the  reproof  ? 
there  not  fome  who  reft  in  the  form  of  worihip,  and 
Grangers  to  the  fpirit  of  it  ?  Are  there  not  fome  who 
e  and  truft  in  their  forms  while  they  are  regardlefs  of 
fpirit  ?  Nay,  are  there  not  fome  who  not  only  fubmit 
but  are  pleafed  with  the  form,  and  yet  have  no  relifh 
:hat  nearnefs  to  God,  and  fenfe  of  his  prefence,  which 
titutes  the  fpirit  of  worfhip  ?  How  many  finful  mo- 
s  may  bring  us  to  the  houfe  of  God  !  If  you  come  to 
d  the  reproach  of  men,  is  that  a  real  facrifice  to  God  ? 
ou  come  from  oftentation,  to  be  feen  of  men,  is  that 
>ffering  acceptable  to  God  ?  If  you  come  to  gratify 
r  fancy,  by  hearing  the  performance  of  man,  you  are 
•ing  the  incenfe  to  the  creature  that  is  due  only  to 
I.  Confider  further,  how  often  we  may  be  fmfully 
)loyed  in  the  houfe  of  God.  Are  carelefs  inattentive 
bns  offering  acceptable  facrifices  to  God  ?  And  thofe 
►  indulge  vain,  proud,  fenfual,  covetous  thoughts  in 
(hip,  offering  facrifice  to  God  ?  Are  thofe  who  come  to 
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cenfure  or  admire  the  fpeaker9  offering  factfftceto  Gbd? 
In  all  fuch  cafe««  without  any  difparagement  to  the  holieft 
inftitutions  of  God,  or  rather  from  a  juft  concern  to  de* 
fend  them  from  profanation,  we  may  &y9  in  the  wrnda  of 
the  text,  "  Behold,  to  obey,  is  better  than  frcrffice;  and 
u  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams." 

4.  In  the  last  place,  obedience  is  oppofed  to  focr&es, 
as  they  are  mifpjaced  and  unfeafonable.  In  the  ancient 
difpenfation,  time  and  place  were  as  much  afcertained  as 
any  circumftance  that  belonged  to  the  temple-fervrcc ;  snd 
nothing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  that  oeco- 
nomy,  than  taking  any  liberty  with  the  order  which  God 
himfelf  had  eftablilhed.  There  are  fcveral  inftances  of 
heavy  judgments  denounced  againft  princes,  whofe  chief 
fruit  fcems  to  have  been,  offering  the  appointed  frcrifices 
in  forbidden  places,  or  at  improper  feafona*  If,  there- 
fore, he  would  not'fuffer  any  variation  in  circumftances 
which  he  had  prefcribed,  how  could  Saul  fuppofe,  tint  he 
would  accept  of  a  facrifice  in  the  place  of  a  duty  which  he 
had  commanded  ?  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  duties 
of  the  moral  law  are  perpetually  binding ;  and  therefore, 
when  in  Providence  any  example  of  them  occurs,  ftrength* 
ened  with  the  urgent  call  of  neceffity  and  mercy,  they 
become  exceptions  to  an  ordinance  of  a  pofitive  nature. 
Thus  our  Saviour  does  not  contradict  the  law  of  Mofes  in 
what  he  teaches  concerning  the  Sabbath ;  but  (hows  in 
what  manner  that  command  was,  or  ought  always  to  have 
been  under  flood  by  the  Jews  themfelves.  See  an  inftance 
of  this,  Lujce  xiii.  14, 15,  16.  u  And  the  ruler  of  the  fy- 
44  nagogue  anfwered  with  indignation,  becaufe  that  Jefus 
41  had  healed  on  the  Sabbath-day,  and  faid  unto  the  people, 
41  There  are  fix  days  in  which  men  ought  to  work ;  in 
44  them  therefore  come,  and  be  healed,  and  not  on  the 
44  Sabbath-day.  The  Lord  then  anfwered  him,  and  faid, 
44  Thou  hypocrite,  doth  not  each  one  of  you  on  the  Sab- 
44  bath  loofe  his  ox,  or  his  afs,  from  the  flail,  and  lead  him 
44  away  to  watering  ?  And  ought  not  this  woman,  being 
44  a  daughter  of  Abraham,  whom  Satan  hath  bound,  lo 
41  thefe  eighteen  years,  be  loofed  from  this  bond  on  the 
"  Sabbath-day  ?"    See  alfo  two  other  examples  of  the  ian* 
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thing,  in  the  12th  chapter  of  the  gofpel  according  to  Mat- 
thew ;  in  fup port  of  which  our  Lord  cites  a  paffage  from 
the  Old  Teftament,  ver.  7.  "  But  if  ye  had  known  what" 
"  this  meaneth,  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not  facrifice,  ye 
"  would  not  have  condemned  the  guiltlefs." 

The  fame  general  rule  is  to  be  obferved  at  all  times. 
We  mull  attend  to  the  intimations  of  Providence,  and  as 
far  as  they  can  be  clearly  difcerned,  difcharge  thofe  duties 
to  which  we  are  immediately  called.  Every  thing  is  beau- 
tiful in  its  place  and  feafon,  and  is  then  not  only  moft 
acceptable  to  God,  but  molt  ufeful  to  men.  It  is  fo  far 
from  being  any  difparagement  of  facrifices,  that  it  is  their 
very  excellence,  to  be  confined  to  their  time  and  place. 
And  the  maxim  in  the  text  will  apply  with  equal  proprie- 
ty to  every  duty  of  the  moral  law.  The  mod  excellent 
of  them  may  be  mifapplied.  True  religion  and  undefiled 
before  God  and  the  Father,  is,  to  vifit  the  fatherlefs  and 
the  widow  ;  and  yet,  if  the  time  of  divine  worihip  be  un- 
necefTarily  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  or  if  too  much  time  be  * 
confumed  in  it  by  thofe  whofe  prefence  cannot  be  ufeful, 
it  is  a  rejected  facrifice.  Feeding  the  hungry,  and  cloth* 
ing  the  naked,  is  the  character  that  fhall  meet  with  the 
approbation  of  our  final  judge  ;  and  yet,  if  any  fhall,  out 
of  oftentation,  feed  the  poor  abroad,  and  ftarve  their  fa- 
milies at  home,  or  perform  this  duty  at  the  expence  of  any 
other  more  immediately  binding,  he  falls  under  the  con. 
demnation  of  the  prophet  in  the  text :  "  Behold,  to  obey, 
"  is  better  than  facrifice ;  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of 
u  rams."  To  conclude  this  head,  we  fhall  greatly  mif- 
interpret  this  paffage  of  fcripture,  if  we  pretend  to  honor 
one  part  of  religion  to  the  prejudice  of  another.  The  fa- 
crifices  condemned  by  the  prophet  are  not  to  be  under- 
ftood  of  pofitive  duties,  as  oppofed  to  moral,  nor  of  ads 
of  worfhip,  as  oppofed  to  the  duties  of  the  fecond  table  ; 
but  of  every  aft  of  religion,  however  excellent  in  itfelf* 
or  neceffary  in  its  place,  if  it  is  done  from  an  ill  principle, 
with  a  finful  purpofe,  in  a  finful  manner,  or  fubftituted 
in  the  room  of  that  which  God  in  his  Providence  doth  im- 
mediately require. 


HI.  I  paocBftDrowtomakefiMiepratfc^ 
jncnt  of  what  hath  been  faid*    And,' 

i.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you.  may  learn  whtfaft 
the  great  charafters  of  acceptable  obedience  r  antUl&feki 
they  may  be  reduced  to  the  three  following.  jg*  Jkm/A 
)fc  implicit  obedience.  It  mull  be  founded  immcdkfcly 
and  direftly  on  the  authority  of  God.  We  muftnetfcke 
-upon  us  to  judge  of  the  moment  and  importance  if  any 
part  of  hia  will,  further  than  he  hath  made  it  known  hint 
Jclf.  It  is  a  very  dangerous  thing  for  us  to  make  cempa* 
rifbns  between  one  duty  and  another,  efpecially.witb  a 
view  of  difpenfing  with  any  of  them,  or  altering  their  or. 
der,  and  fubftituting  one  in  another's  place.  2.  A  fecood 
character  of  true  obedience  is,  that  it  be  felfcknied  and 
impartial,  that  it  be  not  directed  or  qualified  by  ourptt. 
font  intereft.  It  was  the  bed  of  the  fpoii  that  Saul  andtht 
people  faved ;  that  which  was  vile  and  refufe,  they  utter- 
ly deftroyed.  It  is  too  common,  that  our  own  intereft 
both  points  out  the  objeft,  and  affigns  the  mea  Aire  of  our 
obedience ;  and  in  that  cafe,  it  does  not  deferve  the  name 
of  obedience  to  God  at  all.  But  when  the  Chriftian  isder 
voted  to  God,  ready  at  his  call,  and  equally  difpufcd  to 
any  employment  affigned  him  in  Providence,  he  then 
may  be  laid  indeed  to  do  his  will.  3.  A  third  character 
of  obedience  is,  that  it  be  univerfal,  without  any  excepti- 
on. Saul,  and  the  children  of  Ifrael,  had  complied  fo 
far  with  the  order  given  them,  that  the  greateft  part  both  of 
the  people  and  fubftance  of  Amalek  was  deftroyed ;  but 
he  (lopped  (hort,  and  knowingly  left  unfinifhed  what  bad 
been  injoined  him  by  the  fame  authority. 

2.  From  what  hath  been  faid  on  this  fubje&,  you  may 
lee,  that  the  true  notion  of  obedience  is  inconfiftent  with 
the  notion  of  merit,  as  if  we  could  lay  our  Maker  under 
fome  fort  of  obligation.  This  is  as  fatal  and  dangerous  an 
error  as  any  whatever,  to  think  we  may  merit  at  the  hand 
of  God,  and  yet  it  is  very  common.  Nay,  it  feems  to  be 
natural  to  us  all,  with  great  difficulty  reftrained,  and  never 
an  this  life  wholly  overcome.  You  fee  how  Saul  jollified 
himfelf,  and  faid,  "  Yea,  but  I  have  obeyed  the  voice  of 
"  the  Lord."    But,  in  the  judgment  of  God,  there  was 
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>  confideration  had  of  what  he  had  done,  but  a  fcvere 
itence  of  condemnation  upon  him  for  what  he  had  ne- 
*6led.  True  obedience  is  always  confidered  in  this 
;ht,  as  a  debt  due  to  God,  for  the  performance  of  which 
•thing  can  be  claimed,  but  for  the  negledl  of  which  a 
nalty  is  incurred.  I  wilh  this  were  properly  attended 
The  guilt  of  tranfgreffion  is  plainly  inconfiftent  with 
5  merit  of  obedience.  If  we  are  liable  to  punifhment 
-  not  obeying,  the  right  of  our  Maker  to  our  fervice  mud 
complete,  there  is  no  room  to  plead  any  merit  in  com- 
iance,  and  the  reward  mull  be  of  grace,  and  not  of  debt, 
bus,  I  think,  it  is  always  felt  by  good  men ;  and  the 
ore  that  they  are  devoted  to  God,  they  are  the  lefs  dif- 
fed  to  avail  themfclves  of  any  thing  they  have  done,  and 
5  more  inclined  to  aflc  forgiyenefs  for  what  bath  been 
her  omitted,  or  ill  done. 

3.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  learn  the  great 
feels  of  our  obedience  in  general.  If  we  confider  the 
ara£lers  of  true  obedience,  implicit,  impartial,  and  uni- 
rfal,  we  muft  be  fenfible  what  great  blemiflies  attend 
ery  ad  of  duty  to  God  which  we  perform.  We  fhall 
vays  find  fomething  amifs,  either  in  its  extent,  its  prin- 
rie,  or  its  end.  What  reafon  this  for  humiliation?  what 
powerful  argument  to  every  Chriftian  to  live  a  life  of  con- 
mal  dependance  on  divine  ftrength  to  enable  him  to 
ey,  and  on  divine  mercy  to  accept  of  his  imperfeft  obe- 
snee  ?  Nothing  but  great  ignorance  of  themfelves,  or 
sat  inattention  to  what  paffes  in  their  own  hearts,  can 
ibolden  men  to  put  confidence  in  themfelves.  And  in- 
ed  their  doing  fo  is  commonly  attended  with  very  morti- 
ing  effe&s.  When  God  leaves  them,  in  fatherly  dif- 
saiure,  to  prove  and  try  them,  or  when  he  leaves  finners 
themfelves,  to  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  iniquities,  it 
>n  affords  a  fatisfying  proof,  that  in  us,  that  is,  in  our 
:(h,  dwelleth  no  good  thing.  To  will  may  be  prefent 
th  us,  but  to  do  that  which  is  good,  we  find  not. 

4.  In  the  lost  place,  puffer  me  earneftly  to  exhort  you 
make  it  your  daily  ftudy,  not  only  to  keep  the  com- 
andments  of  God,  but  to  take  paiticular  notice  from 
lat  principle  your  obedience  flows.  See  how  much 
Vol.  I.  3  R 


there  is  in  it  of  felf-denial,  of  devotednefs  to  God,  of  fubjec- 
tion  to  his  providence.  One  aft  of  filent  iubmiflion,  or 
a  quiet  application  to  thofe  duties  that  are  immediately 
awcefiary,  though  neither  eafy  nor  honorable,  4*  of  Ma 
more  value,  thana  long  trad  of  activity  ail&'xetfuia  pab> 
fio  and  vifible  fphere  of  action,  fweetened  by  repatat»u 
and  applaule.  As  the  fubraiffive  Chrifhan  lives  upon  tfie 
Creator  alone,  independent  of  the  creature,  fo  the  obedi- 
ent Chriftian  ferves  his  God  and  Redeemer  alone,  without 
faying  any  regard  to  the  efteetn  or  approbation,  of  fail 
fellow-firmer*.  In  this  way  only  is  year  obedience  gwen 
to  God,  and  in  tin*  way  only  will  yon  find  it  pleaiant  or 
profitable  to  yourfelvei.  H  you  keep  clearly  and  clofehr 
to  the  command  of  God,  and  have  not  lb  mneh  as  117 
ether  defiro  or  inclination,  than  to  knew  what  it  is,  yea 
will  hardly  ever  be  miftaken.  But  if  you  allow  other 
motives  to  have  place,  if  you  take  upon  you  to  judge  of 
what  is  moll  proper  or  expedient,  or  even  practicable,  yna 
will  pollute  every  part  of  your  duty,  and  find  yoorfchrei 
often  involved  in  impenetrable  darknefe.  If  what  isdutv 
be  the  inquiry,  and  intereft  let  afide,  if  duty  he  the  ob- 
jeft  of  your  attention,  and  events  left  to  God,  you  will  find 
unfpeakable  confolation  from  it  in  the  mean  time,  aa  well 
as  the  fuccefs  more  effeftually  fecured,  than  it  could  poffibhr 
have  been  by  any  anxiety  or  forefight  of  your  own.  Let 
God  then  have  the  unadulterated  obedience  of  all  his  crea- 
tnres ;  and  let  us  aflc  of  htm,  according  to  his  promife, "  to 
'"work  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  bis  good  pleafure.'' 
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SERMON  14. 


PROV.    xviii.  10. 

The  kame  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower  ;  the  righteous 

runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe* 

THIS  book  of  Proverbs  confi  fts  aim  oft  entirely  of  ob- 
fervations  upon  human  life.  The  characters  and 
parfuits  of  men  are  defcribed  in  it  with  a  ftrength  and  pro- 
priety, which  was  never  exceeded  by  thofe  who  devoted 
their  whole  attention  to  the  ftudy  of  what  is  called  the 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  of  mankind.  But  in  one  par- 
ticular it  differs  from,  and  excels  all  human  learning,  that 
it  never  feparates  the  knowledge  of  the  world  from  th* 
knowledge  of  him  who  made  and  who  governs  it.  There 
we  are  taught  to  improve  the  leflbns  we  receive  in  the 
courfe  of  providence,  for  leading  us  to  obedience  and  fub- 
miffion  to  him,  "  who  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the 
€i  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth; 
u  and  none  can  (lay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him,  what  doft 
44  thou  ?  There,  while  a  view  is  given  us  of  the  innumera- 
ble paths  which  men  have  itruck  out  for  themfelves  in  tra- 
velling through  life,  our  eyes  are  continually  directed  to 
the  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  the  fure  and  only  way  to  reft 
and  peace. 

Experience  alone,  and  unafiifted,  will  make  us  wifer  in 
one  fenfe,  will  fhow  us  many  of  the  unavoidable  calami- 
ties of  life ;  but  the  greateft  exertion  of  human  re  a  foil 
eould  never  yet  lead  to  an  effectual  cure.    I  believe  it 
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will  be  found,  that  perfons  of  the 

tkm  of  mind,  when  thejr  trotted  *  to  their'  own  inteiurt 

ftrength,  and  fought  a  refource  in  themfehres  for  the  evils 
with  which  they  were  aflaulted,  have  oftenvma  hesdhf 
into  the  mod  furious  and  defperate  courfce,  as"  feme* of  tie" 
ftrongeft  animals,  when  taken  in  a  fnare,  do,  fay  their  vfc 
olent  druggies,  entangle  themfelves  the  more*  drawing  the 
cords  which  bind  them  <ftiH  more  ftrafc,  and  increafe  their 
eonfinement  by  their  endeavors  to  efcape. 

The  wife  man,  in  our  text,  points  out  what  is  the  re- 
fuge and  fecurity  of  every  child  of  God.  The  name  of 
the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower;  the  righteous  rwtnetb  into  it, 
and  is  safe.  And  he  certainly  intends  to  fet  this  in  op* 
pofition  to  every  thing  elfe  on  which  worldly  men  migbt 
place  their  dependence ;  for  he  adds,  as  an  exampk*  ia 
the  verfe  following  th*  text,  "  The  rich  man's  wealth  ir 
"  his  ftrong  city,  and  as  an  high  wall  in  his  own  conceit*9 
The  truth  conveyed  to  us  in  this  paffage  has  ah  intimate 
connexion  with  practical  and  experimental  religiort;  aftd 
on  a  firm  belief  and  habitual  application  of  it,  in  a  grett 
meafure,  depends  the  comfort  and  peace  of  the  fcrvants 
of  God.  In  difcourfing  on  it,  I  fhall  endeavor,  in  divine 
ftrength, 

I.  To  explain  what  is  to  be  underftood  by  she  »  amb  4 
the  Lord. 

II.  What  is  implied  in  the  righteous  rutoning  into  it  is 
a  strong  tower. 

III.  Point  out  the  fecurity  they  attain  by  doing  fo. 
And,  in  the  lad  place,  I  fhall  make  fome  application  of 

the  fubjedl. 

I.  Then,  I  am  to  explain  what  is  to  be  underftood  bf 
the  name  of  the  Lord.  And  here,  1  hope,  I  need  fcarcc 
obferve,  that  it  was  by  no  means  the  intention  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  by  this  expreffion,  to  teach  us  to  conceive  any 
particular  virtue  or  charm  in  the  name  literally  fo  called; 
that  is,  the  found  or  pronunciation  of  the  word.  To  ima- 
gine any  thing  of  this  kind,  would  be  to  go  into  the  fool- 
ery and  idle  dreams  of  fuperftition,  to  which  there  is  not 
the  leaft  countenance  given  in  the  holy  Scriptures.    Hu* 
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man  nature  feems,  however,  to  have  been  very  prone  to 
this  in  every  age.  The  ufe  of  amulets  and  charms  feems 
to  have  prevailed  in  the  greateft  part  of  the  heathen  na* 
tions  ;  as  alfo  magical  incantations,  though  if  did  not  exert 
itfelf  precifely  in  the  fame  way,  the  principle  feems  to 
have  been  the  fame,  which  led  the  Jews  from  a  pretended 
(Feneration  for  the  name  Jehovah,  never  to  pronounce  it 
it  all ;  a  cuftom  which  they  retain  to  this  day,  alledging, 
zither  that  they  cannot  pronounce  it,  or  that  it  is  unlawful 
to  utter  it.  We  may  alfo  obferve,  that,  in  our  neighbor 
zhurcb,  they  feem  to  have  fallen  into  the  fame  error  in  the 
:uftom  of  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  while  they  do  not 
bow  to  the  names  of  Chrift,  Lord,  or  God. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  things  for  the  ill  u  ft  rat  ion  of 
the  fubjedt  before  us,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  if  a  fu- 
perflitious  veneration  for  the  letters  or  the  found  of  a  name, 
is  blame- worthy,  a  rafti  profanation  of  the  name  of  God  is 
unfpeakably  more  criminal.  My  heart  bleeds  to  think  of 
the  commonnefs  of  this  fin,  among  all  ranks  and  all  ages. 
What  have  thofe  parents  to  anfwer  for,  who  have  taught, 
or  who  have  not  retrained  their  children  from  taking  the 
name  of  God  in  vain  ?  This  is  a  fin  little  thought  of  a- 
mong  men,  but  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God,  and 
he  hath  taken  to  himfelf  the  work  of  avenging  it :  "  For 
"  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  who  taketh  his  name 
"  in  vain." 

By  the  name  of  the  Lord,  in  our  text,  we  are  to  under - 
ftand  the  Lord  God  himfelf;  his  nature  as  it  is  difcovered 
to  us  in  all  his  glorious  perfections,  particularly  his  power 
and  goodnefs,  to  fave  and  deliver  them  that  put  their  trufi 
in  him.  In  this  fenfe  the  name  of  God,  or  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  is  ufed  in  many  paflages  of  Scripture,  as  Plal. 
xx*  *»  5»  7i  verfes,  *'  The  Lonl  hear  thee  in  the  day  of 
u  trouble,  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jacob  defend  thee.  We 
u  will  rejoice  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
k<  God  we  will  fet  up  our  banners. — Some  truft  in  chariots, 
"  and  fome  in  horfes ;  but  we  will  remember  the  name  of 
"  the  Lord  our  God."  As  alfo  in  all  thofe  places  where 
mention  is  made  of  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord,  or 
praifing  the  name  of  the  Lord.  Agreeably  to  this,  we  find, 
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m.  Sallied  be  tby  nams ;  this  iy  let  Gad  MwMfc  wl 
bia  glorious  perfe&ions  be  ackirokdg*!*  jtt£*  4»NHl 
regard  paid  to  them,  by  all  without  exception  ISvImh 
way  of  fpeaking  is  obferved  with  ref pe$ tq  Ghrift»  AAs 
Jr.  aa»  "  For  there  ia  gone  other  jwpe,s3MfcE  Jjjpprn^ 
•*  given  among  men,  whereby  we  mnft  b*itaedr?K-3kat 
ii  <o  jap,  there  is  no  other  Saviour,  beGdes  Gbrift,  to  iflm 
we  can  flee  for  deliverance  from  guUt  and  mtfery* .  .  Jfetbl 
fume  time,  it  ia  eafy  to  foe  the  propriety  of  this  evpdEon* 
the  name  oftULord\  it  tauftd  for  God  huntt|*bocapfet 
emongft  mankind,  we  am  diftinguMbtd  from  ao**Mfd** 
by  our  names,  fo  Gad  \w  known  or  diftinguiibed  by  4h# 
difcoveriesiie  hath  made  ©f  h'nufctf,  and  tbedeilf  fWttife 
of  hjs  pprfe&ons,  in4*Mf  of  his  people.      <!  i    vk:    * 

There  ace  three prinripal  wqrs  **y  i«W«h<3Wto^St 
coveted  himfclf  to  mankind ;  namely,  the  vifiUe  creation, 
his  written  word,  and  the  daily  adminiftration  of  his  pro- 
vidence* Let  us  confider  them  ihortly,  as  they  may  be 
juftly  faid  to  be  his  name ;  for  they  ferve  to  explain  Us 
nature. 

.  i.  Let  us  confider  the  vifible  creation  ss  the  name  of 
God.  He  hath  engraven  his  name  on  all  the  works  of  bit 
hands ;  be  hath  engraven  it  in  an  univerial  language,  in 
which  every  intelligent  creature  may  read  it,  and  the  moft 
weak  and  ignorant  may  eafily  comprehend  it.  P&L  xix.  \\ 
iC  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  finna- 
44  ment  fheweth  his s  handy  works. *  Rom.  v  20.  u  For 
44  the  invifible .  things  of  him,  from  the  creation  of  the 
"  world,  are  clearly  feen  ;  being  underftood  by  the  thing? 
"  that  are  made,  even  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead/* 

Are  men  ignorant  of  God  ?  It  is  becaufo  they  do  not 
like  to  retain  him  in  their  knowledge ;  for  the  whole  crea- 
tion is  full  of  him, 4  He  is  not  far  from  every  one  of  us.* 
We  can  no  where  turn  our  eyes^  to  the  heavens  above,  or 
to  the  earth  below,  but  we  may  fee  the  moft  manifeft  pfpoft 
of  his  almighty  power,  his  unfearchable  wifdom,  his  un- 
bounded goodnefs,  and  his  univerfal  prefence.  How  feel- 
ing a  fenfe  of  this  does  the  Pfalmift  exprefs,  PfaL  exxxi* 
1—7.  "  OLord,  thou  baft  fcarchedme*  and  koowni» 
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"  Thou  knoweft  my  down-fitting  and  mine  up-riiing,  thou 
44  underftandeft  my  thought  afar  off.  Thou  compafleft 
44  my  path,  and  my  lying  down,  and  art  acquainted  with 
44  all  my  ways.  For  there  is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue, 
"  but  lo,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft  it  all  together.  Thou 
44  haft  befet  me  behind  and  before,  and  laid  thine  hand 
w  upon  me.  Such  knowledge  is  too  wonderful  tor  me ; 
"  it  is  high,  I  cannot  attain  unto  it.  Whither  (hall  I  go 
"  from  thy  fpirit  ?  or  whither  fhali  I  flee  from  thy  pre- 
u  fence  ?"  It  will  fall  more  properly  under  the  following 
head  to  (hew,  how  the  righteous  run  into  the  name  of 
God  as  a  strong  tower.  We  now  confider  only  his  works 
as  fliewing  forth  his  glory.  See,  to  this  purpofe,  the  for- 
tieth chapter  of  Ifaiah,  from  the  12th  verfe  and  onward. 
44  Who  hath  meafured  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of  his 
44  hand,  and  meted  out  heaven  with  a  fpan,  and  com  pre- 
44  bended  the  duft  of  the  earth  in  a  meafure,  and  weighed 
44  the  mountains  in  fcales,  and  the  hills  in  a  balance  ? 
44  Who  hath  directed  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord ;  or  being  his 
44  counfellor,  hath  taught  him  ?  With  whom  took  he 
44  counfel,  and  who  inftrudted  him,  and  taught  him  in 
44  the  path  of  judgment,  and  taught  him  knowledge,  and 
44  fliewed  him  the  way  of  undemanding  i" 

a.  God  hath  revealed  himfelf  in  his  written  word; 
there  he  hath  clearly  and  explicitly  written  his  name,  and 
revealed  his  nature  ;  there  all  his  various  perfections,  ex- 
cellent in  themfelves  and  fuitable  to  us,  are  enumerated 
and  explained :  in  thefe  lively  oracles,  there  is  a  remedy 
not  for  the  uncertainty  of  nature's  light,  but  for  the  dark- 
ne&  of  our  bewildered  underftandings.  Here  we  mull 
not  forget  that  he  hath  in  his  word  clearly  revealed  him- 
felf, as  infinitely  gracious  to  finners  through  Jefus  Chrift. 
This  may  well  be  called  his  name,  becaufe  it  is  the  only 
way  by  which  we  are  brought  to  an  intereft  in  his  favor. 
John  xiv.  6.  "  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life. 
**  No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me."  This 
unlocks  the  gates  of  the  ftrong  tower,  and  opens  a  fan&u- 
ary  to  the  finner,  who  is  fleeing  from  the  fword  of  aveng- 
ing wrath.  u  No  man  hath  feen  God  at  any  time ;  the 
44  only  begotten  Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father, 


J4  he  hath  declared hun.*  Hi*  naioe  apd  jDet^onfOtfeftU 
fenerations,  is  laid  to  u  be  grasiws  w?d  mmiJMrA^^ 

*  auger,  and  of  great  kindnefs,  i*4r?$>epte^h^  ^tk 
«  evil."  And  it  is,  in  Chrift  fcfi*  aqd  hi*  c*^vth*  J» 
mercy  is  difplayed ;  it  is  for  Chrift'*  £U^  1^  hi*  gypcy 
IS  bellowed ;  it  is  by  Chrift  Jefcs .  that  tv^rj^^t^f  i$ 
4Mpe$icd :  therefore  we  may  tpply  to  this  fubn^jhs 
prophecy  of  Chrift  in  Pfal.  xxii,  22.  "  I  will  deda**#y 
J4  name  unto  my  brethren ;  in. the  midft of- the ^o^rqp- 
f4  tion  will  I  praifetbee,"  .  mmi .  ;< 

•  3.  In  the  laft  place,  Qpd  reveals  his  naiQtja  stiff  fefy 
jdminiftration  of  his  providence*  In  this,  I  inrfojfrjE 
poly  what  regards  the  fupport  and  prefcrvatiw^pf  mftrt 
ltfe,  but  all  the  methods  of  hig  grace.  The  enf^apMht 
flther  of  thefe  give  us<  a  continual  and  fcnfifrte  flUffr  sf 
the  nature  and  glory  of  God.  What  the  vtQflff  pf^Mfpt 
Jeach  us  to  infer  by  reafon,  what  the  holy  fcriptures  teach 
us  by  information  concerning  God,  the  adminiftratkn  of 
providence,  gives  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  and  feeling 
in  our  own  experience.  .  The  appearances  of  God  in  pro* 
vidence,  and  his  gracious  interpolation  in  behalf  of  his 
pwn  people,  are  exprefled  by  his  name's  being  near,  or 
his  name's  being  made  great,  Pfal.  lxxv.  1.  "  Unto  thee, 
u  O  God,  do  we  give  thanks  ;  unto  thee  do  we  give 
"  thanks  ;  for  that  thy  name  is  near,  thy  wondrous  works 
41  declare.9'  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  1.  u  in  Judah  is  God  known, 
44  his  name  is  great  in  Ifrael." 

An  experimental  knowledge  of  the  power  and  mercy 
of  God,  is,  of  all  others,  the  mod  complete  and  effeduaL 
To  this  we  may  well  apply  the  words  of  Job,  xliu  5, 6. 
41  I  have  heard  of  thee  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  but  now 
C€  mine  eye  feeth  thee.  Wherefore  I  abhor  myfeU,  and 
u  repent  in  duft  and  a  flies."  It  is  alfo  probable,  that  the 
PJalmift  David  often  affixes  this  particular  meaning  to  the 
knowledge  of  God's  name,  as  in  Pf.  ix.  10.  "  And  they 
"  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee;  for  tboo, 
."  Lord,  haft  not  forfaken  them  that  feek  thee.''  For  the 
fame  reafon  he  recommends  a  careful  observation  of  Pro- 
vidence, as  an  excellent  mean  of  being  partakers  of  di- 


who  trust  in  Gad.  509 

vine  mercy.  Pfal.  cvii.  42, 43,  "  The  righteous  fliall  fee 
"  it  and  rejoice,  and  all  iniquity  fhall  flop  her  mouth. 
ic  Whofo  is  wife,  and  will  obferve  thefe  things,  even  they 
Ci  fhall  underftand  the  loving-kindnefs  of  the  Lord." 

I  fliall  conclude  this  head,  by  an  earned  exhortation  to 
every  one  in  this  aifembly,  to  endeavor  to  underftand 
more  and  more  of  the  name  of  God,  as  it  appears  in  his 
works,  in  his  word,  and  in  his  providence.  Has  he  writ- 
ten it  in  fo  great  a  variety  of  chara&ers,  and  will  you  not 
take  the  pains  to  obferve  it  ?  O  the  fottilh  folly  of  world* 
]y  men  ?  their  curiofity  is  infatiable  to  hear  things  of  no 
moment,  while  they  cannot  be  perfuaded  to  hear  what 
regards  their  own  eternal  (late.  They  will  run  in  crouds 
to  fee  every  idle  or  pernicious  fight,  if  it  be  called  rare, 
while  they  will  not  open  their  eyes  on  the  magnificence 
and  glory  of  their  Creator's  works. 

But  let  me  in  a  particular  manner,  beg  of  you,  the  care- 
ful obfervation  of  Divine  Providence,  towards  yourfelves 
in  particular.  You  will  find  the  unfpeakable  advantage 
of  it.  It  will  make  God  more  prefent  with  you  than  even 
It  will  fet  home  the  obligation  of  every  duty,  and  the  enor- 
mity of  every  fin  upon  the  confeience,  in  a  manner  far 
more  forcible  than  ever.  It  will  alfo  give  every  mercy  a 
richnefs  and  value,  which  it  could  not  derive  from  any 
other  fource ;  juft  as  the  man  who  has  been  fed  at  a  dis- 
tance, by  the  dreams  of  a  prince's  bounty,  would  feel  his 
heart  drawn  with  far  ftronger  bonds  of  love  and  gratitude, 
were  he  to  be  brought  into  his  prefence,  and  receive  his 
favors  immediately  from  his  own  hand. 

I  am  aware  of  an  obje&ion  againft  this*  Perhaps  fome 
perfons  will  fay,  how  can  I  make  a  particular  application 
of  Providence  ?  how  can  I  certainly  know  the  voice  or 
meaning  of  every  event  that  befals  my  felf  or  my  family  ? 
is  there  not  a  great  danger  of  running  into  vifionary  folly 
atid  enthufiafm  ?  In  the  remaining  part  of  this  fubjett,  I 
fliall  have  occafion  to  fay  more  as  to  the  meaning  of  Pro- 
vidence. In  the  mean  time,  let  me  only  defire  you  to 
begin  by  a  perfonal  application  of  the  unqueftionable 
truths  concerning  Providence,  and  this  will  lead  you  far- 
ther than  you  apprehend,  without  the  leaft  danger  of  mif- 
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take.  Is  it  not  certain,  that  "  a  fparrow  falleth  not  to  the 
•4  ground  without  your  heavenly  Father,  and  that  the  very 
c<  hairs  of  your  head  are  all  numbered  by  him."  Is  it  not 
of  the  Lord's  mercy  then,  that  you  awakened  this  morn- 
ing, and  did  not  fleep  the  fleep  of  death  ?  If  you  had  done 
fo,  were  you  ready  for  it  ?  Do  you  know  how,  when,  or 
how  foon  it  may  be  fo  ?  Were  you  engaged  in  any  fcene 
of  intemperance,  lewdnefs,  debauchery  ?  and  would  that 
hare  been  a  proper  fcene  for  death  ?  Have  you  been  pre- 
served from  any  imminent  danger,  recovered  from  any 
threatening  diforder  ?  Is  not  that  a  mercy  ?  Has  the  de- 
fire  of  your  eyes  been  taken  away  by  a  flroke  ?  Have  you 
heard  the  reproach  of  many  on  every  fide  ?  Is  not  this  the 
will  of  God  ?  Whether  does  it  call  for  patience  or  pride  ? 
Have  you  fuffered  in  your  fubftance  ?  Whether  does  this 
teach  you  to  love  the  world  or  to  defpife  it  ? — Is  there  any 
uncertainty  here  ?  Believe  it,  Christians,  a  perfonal  ap- 
plication of  the  truths  relating  to  Divine  Providence, 
would  reveal  as  it  were  a  new  world  to  you,  and  would 
make  the  paths  of  God  towards  you  every  day  more  intel- 
ligible, every  day  more  profitable,  and  ihali  I  not  add, 
every  day  more  comfortable. 

II.  We  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propofed,  viz. 
what  is  implied  in  the  righteous  running  into  the  name  of 
the  Lord  as  a  strong  tower.  The  word  tower \  efpecially 
when  joined  with  the  epithet  strong,  immediately  conveys 
to  the  mind  the  idea  of  protection  and  defence.  It  evi- 
dently alludes  to  the  ftate  of  many  ancient  nations  and 
tribes,  who  were  continually  expofed  to  hoftile  inroads  and 
invafions,  and  were  obliged  to  have  caftles  and  towers  as 
places  of  refuge  and  fecurity  ;  and  this  is  far  from  being 
an  improper  image  of  the  ftate  of  a  child  of  God  in  this 
prefent  world,  whether  we  confider  the  common  calami- 
ties to  which  he  is  liable  as  a  man,  or  the  peculiar  trials 
with  which  he  may  be  afflidled  as  a  good  man.  To  have 
a  clear  view  of  the  import  of  the  metaphor,  we  need  only 
confider  fome  parallel  places,  where  we  find  the  fame  ex- 
preflion,  and  others  of  the  fame  meaning,  PfaL  xviii.  2, 3. 
"  The  Lord  is  my  rock  and  my  fortrefe,  afid  my  deliver- 
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"  er;  my  Gpd,  my  firength,  in  whom  I  will  truft ;  my 
44  buckler,  and  the  horn  of  my  falvation ;  and  my  high 
44  tower.  I  will  call  upon  the  Lord,  who  is  worthy  to  be 
44  praifed,  fo  ihall  1  be  faved  from  mine  enemies."  Pfal. 
xxvii.  1,  2.  "  The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my  falvation, 
44  whom  ihall  I  fear  ?  the  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life, 
44  of  whom  ihall  I  be  afraid  ?  When  the  wicked,  even 
mine  enemies  and  my  foes,  came  upon  me,  to  eat  up 
my  fleih,  they  Humbled  and  fell."  Pfal.  lxi.  2,  3, 4. 
44  From  the  end  of  the  earth  will  I  cry  unto  thee,  when 
my  heart  is  overwhelmed  :  lead  me  to  the  rock  that  is 
higher  than  I,  For  thou  hail  been  a  fhelter  for  me,  and 
a  ftrong  tower  from  the  enemy.  I  will  abide  in  thy  ta- 
bernacle for  ever ;  I  will  truft  in  the  covert  of  thy  wings. 
44  Selah."  When  we  hear  a  good  man  ufing  fuch  expref- 
iions  as  thefe,  we  may  gather,  with  the  greateft  certainty 
and  clearnefs,  what  is  the  general  import  of  God's  being 
a  strong  tower,  namely,  that  he  is  a  mod  powerful  protec- 
tor ;  that  his  almighty  Providence  is  the  fureft  and  ftrong- 
eft  defence  againft  ail  enemies  of  whatever  kind,  let  their 
art,  their  activity,  their  malignity,  be  what  they  will. 

Though  this  may  not  feem  to  need  any  further  expli- 
cation ;  yet,  for  the  affiftance  and  direction  of  ferious  per- 
fons,  let  us  confider  a  little  what  is  implied  in  the  righte- 
ous running  into  this  tower  for  their  protection.  This  is 
the  rather  neceffary,  that  though  it  is  the  privilege,  the 
duty,  and  the  practice  of  the  fervants  of  God,  to  make 
Him  their  defence  and  flay,  yet  they  may  be  faulty  and 
defective  in  this  part  of  their  duty,  and  fuffer  a  proportion- 
al lofs  in  point  of  comfort. 

1.  Then,  running  to  the  name  of  God  as  their  strong 
tower,  implies  the  lively  exercife  of  faith  both  in  the  pow- 
er and  willingnefs  of  God  to  proteft  them.  It  is  only  by 
faith  that  we  can  go  to  an  invifible  God.  As  faith  muft 
be  the  principle  of  all  acceptable  fervice  to  God,  fo  faith  is 
evidently  the  immediate  mean  of  all  truft  in  or  enjoyment 
of  God.  Therefore  it  is  faid,  with  the  greateft  propriety, 
44  the  juft  ihall  live  by  faith." 

You  may  obferve,  I  have  faid  the  lively  exercife  of  faith; 
for,  befides  the  habitual  perfuaiion  of  the  great  truths  of  re- 
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figlon,  as  the  foundation  of  Mir  adheriifrte>»-Gb*  after 
portion,  there  mnft  be  an  a&ual  contemphtloa  of  dmfc  W 
the  mean  of  our  fupport  in  trial  or  deli  wee  from  dik 
ger.  Whatever  be  the  nature  or  foorce  oftmnptatioft,  %i 
trmft  meet  it,  as  it  were,  and  refift  it,  by  takmg_fbiaiMI 
Views  of  the  fulnefs  and  all-fcfficiency  of  God. 
believer  Hand  in  need  of  anything  fptritoal  or 
i*  he  diftrefled  with  the  want  of  it  ?  does  he  fee  nohwntf 
or  probable  way  of  his  being  fopplied  with  it  ?  He  nm0 
tbe  nam*  of  God  as  bis  strong  tower,  by  confidering,  tfel 
a  die  earth  is  the  Lord's,  and  die  fulnefs  thereof:*9  tbt 
his  wifdom  is  infinite ;  and  that,  if  it  is  really  needaqr, 
he  can  eafily  find  a  way  of  beftowing  it.  Pf.  xxxhr.  $  10. 
u  O  fear  the  Lord  ye  his  feints ;  for  there  is  no  want  to 
u  them  that  fear  him.  The  young  liont  do  lack,  andftfc 
tt  fer  hunger:  but  tbev that  feek  the  Lord  fliaH  not  wa* 

*  any  good  thing."  He  dwells  upon  the  untverfid  pit- 
fence  and  the  fpecial  providence  of  God,  and  endeavors 
to  reafon  down  his  anxiety  and  fear.  Perhaps  he  may  do 
it  in  the  words  of  our  blefTed  Saviour,  Matth.  vi.  25,  to 
the  33d  verfe,  "Therefore,  I  fay  unto  you,  take  no  thought 
44  for  your  life,  what  ye  fhall  eat,  or  what  ye  fhall  drink, 
"  nor  yet  for  your  body  what  ye  fhall  put  on ;  is  not  the 
44  life  more  than  meat,  and  the  body  than  raiment  ?  Be- 
44  hold  the  fowls  of  the  air ;  for  they  few  not,  neither  60 
44  they  reap,  nor  gather  into  barns ;  yet  your  -heavenly 
44  Father  feedeth  them.  Are  ye  not  much  better  than 
4f  they  ?  Which  of  you,  by  taking  thought,  can  add  one 
44  cubit  unto  his  ftature  ?  And  why  take  ye  thought  fer 
44  raiment  ?  Conlider  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they 
44  grow ;  they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  fpin  :  and  yet,  I 
44  fay  unto  you,  that  even  Solomon,  in  all  his  glory,  was 
44  not  arrayed  like  one  of  thefe.  Wherefore,  if  God  b 
41  clothe  the  grafs  of  the  field,  which  today  is,  and  to-mor- 
44  row  is  caft  into  the  oven,  fhall  he  not  much  more  elothe 
44  you,  O  ye  of  little  faith  ?  Therefore  take  no  thought, 
4<  faying,  what  (hall  we  eat  ?  -or  what  (hall,  we  drink  ?  or 
44  wherewithal  fhall  we  be  clothed  ?  (For  after  all  thefe 
41  things  do  the  Gentiles  feek ;)  for  your  heavenly  Father 

*  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of  all  thefe  things/* 
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Is  the  believer  diftrefled  with  enemies,  malicious,  pow- 
ful,  implacable  ?  does  he  fuffer,  or  is  he  afraid  of  fuffer- 
g  from  them,  in  his  name,  in  his  perfon,  in  his  life  it* 
If  ?  he  conftders  the  power  of  God  to  fhield  him  from 
ieir  attacks,  or  more  than  compenfate  all  the  injuries 
hich  he  may  receive  from  them,  and  ftfengthen  and  ani- 
ate  him  to  a  vigorous  difcharge  of  his  duty  in  oppofition 
em.  PfaL  in.  5,  6,  7,  8.  u  I  laid  me  down  and  flept, 
I  awaked ;  for  the  Lord  fuftained  me  :  I  will  not  be  a- 
fraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  people  that  have  fet  themfelves 
againft  me  round  about.  Arife,  O  Lord ;  fave  me  O 
my  God ;  for  thou  haft  fmitten  all  mine  enemies  upon 
the  cheek-bone ;  thou  haft  broken  the  teeth  of  the  un- 
godly. Salvation  belongeth  unto  the  Lord ;  thy  blcffing 
is  upon  thy  people,  Selah."  He  endeavors  to  deliver 
mfelf  from  the  diftreffing  fear  of  man,  by  the  reafonable 
id  dutiful  fear  of  offending  God,  Luke,  xii.  4, 6.  "  And 
I  fay  unto  you,  my  friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them  that 
kill  the  body,  and  after  that  have  no  more  that  they  can 
do.  But  1  will  forewarn  you  whom  you  fliall  fear :  Fear 
him,  which  after  he  hath  killed,  hath  power  to  caft  into 
hell,  yea,  I  fay  unto  you,  fear  him/'  Dan.  iii.  16,  17, 
J.  "  Shadrach,  Mefhech,  and  Abednego,  anfwered,  and 
(aid  to  the  king,  O  Nebuchadnezzar !  we  are  not  care- 
ful to  aftfwer  thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  be  fo,  our  God, 
whom  we  ferve,  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning 
fiery  furnace ;  and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine  hand, 
O  King !  But,  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee,  O  King ! 
that  we  will  not  ferve  thy  gods,  nor  worfhip  the  golden 
image  which  thou  haft  fet  up." 

Is  the  believer  afraid  of  the  ordinary  evils  of  life  ?  is  he 
a  timorous  nature,  trembling  at  the  thoughts  of  the  ac- 
dents  that  may  befal  him  ?  he  runs  to  the  name  of  God 
the  fupreme  difpofer  of  every  event,  and  thinks  of  the 
vifible  power  that  governs  and  dire&s  all  vifible  things, 
id  that  the  very  minifters  of  Providence  have  received  a 
large  concerning  his  people  :  Pfal.  xci.  1, — 12.  M  He 
that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moft  High  fliall 
abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  I  will  fay  of 
the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge,  and  my  fortrefs ;  my  God, 
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"  in  him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  (hall  deliver  thee  from 
"  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  from  the  noifome  peftilence. 
"  He  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers ;  and  under  his 
41  wings  fhalt  thou  truft.  His  truth  fhall  be  thy  fhield  and 
"  buckler.  Thou  fhalt  not  be  afraid  for  the  terror  by  night, 
"  nor  for  the  arrow  that  fiieth  by  day ;  nor  for  the  pefb- 
tl  lence  that  walketh  in  darknefs ;  nor  for  the  deftrudioa 
cc  that  wafteth  at  noon-day.  A  thoufand  fhall  fall  at  thy 
"  fide,  and  ten  thoufand  at  thy  right  hand ;  but  it  fhall 
"  not  come  nigh  thee :  only  with  thine  eyes  fhalt  thou 
"  behold,  and  fee  the  reward  of  the  wicked,  becaufe  tbou 
"  haft  made  the  Lord,  which  is  my  refuge,  even  the  Mod 
"  High,  thy  habitation.     There  fhall  no  evil  befal  thee, 

neither  fhall  any  plague  come  nigh  thy  dwelling  :  for 

he  fhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee* 

in  all  thy  ways." 

To  the  power  I  joined  the  willingnefs  of  God  to  prefervc 
and  protect  his  people,  on  their  fincere  and  humble  appli- 
cation to  him  for  it.  This  is  abfolutely  neceffary  as  a 
part  of  the  obje£t  of  faith.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  run  to 
any  llrong  place,  with  a  view  of  being  preferved  from  our 
enemies,  unlefs  we  have  fome  ground  to  hope  we  fhall  be 
received  into  ;  and  it  would  be  madnefs  to  flee  to  a  fortreis 
kept  by  an  enemy ;  but  God  is  every  righteous  man's 
friend :  all  the  divine  perfections  are  engaged  for.  his  wel- 
fare :  and  therefore  he  may  confidently  run  to  God  from 
every  danger,  and  be  affured  both  of  a  kind  welcome,  and 
of  all  that  fafety  which  is  neceffary  for  him. 

Faith,  in  this  refpeft,  has  an  immediate  relation  to  the 
promifes  of  God.  It  is  his  name,  as  I  obferved  on  a  for- 
mer head,  to  which  we  are  to  flee,  as  revealed  in  his  writ- 
ten word  •,  and  much  of  the  life  of  practical  religion  con- 
fifts  in  attending  to  the  tenor,  and  in  a  daily  application  of 
the  promifes.  God  himfelf  requires  us  to  call  upon  him 
in  a  time  of  trouble,  Pfal.  1.  15.  4t  And  call  upon  me  in 
"  the  day  of  trouble  ;  I  will  deliver  thee  ;  and  thou  fhalt 
"  glorify  me."  Nay,  he  is  gracioufly  pleafed  to  reckon 
our  calling  upon  him  an  effential  character  of  his  own  peo- 
ple, Zech.  xiii-  9.  "  And  I  will  bring  the  third  part 
41  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  them  as  filver  is  refined, 
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ill  try  them  as  gold  is  tried ;  they  (hall  call  on  my 
,  and  I  will  hear  them  :  I  will  fay,  it  is  my  people; 
ey  fhall  fay,  the  Lord  is  my  God."  He  is  pleafed 
n  this,  as  giving  him  the  glory  of  his  truth  and 
tefs,  wifdom,  power,  and  goodnefs,  which  we  find 
ted  in  fcripture  as  fo  many  chambers  of  protection 
ich  the  righteous  are  called  to  enter  for  fafety  and 
tion,  lfa.  xxvi.  20.  "  Come,  my  people,  enter 
nto  thy  chambers,  and  fhut  thy  doors  about  thee ; 
hyfclf  as  it  were  for  a  little  moment,  until  the 
lation  be  over-paft." 

1  only  further  obferve,  that  faith  in  both  thefe  re- 
s  applying  the  power  and  promife  of  God,  receives 
ich  ltrength  from  the  examples  of  his  mercy,  ei- 
ards  ourfelves  or  others.     His  name  is  recorded 

page  of  the  hiftory  of  providence.  And  his  peo- 
lot  in  a  more  proper  or  effettual  manner,  run  into 
trong  tower,  than  by  confidering  and  weighing  the 
s  ot  divine  interpofition,  in  behalf  of  his  faithful 
For  this  reafon,  is  fo  great  a  part  of  the  holy 
es  hiftorical ;  becaufe  they  ferve,  in  a  more  effec- 
mer,  to  engrave  the  truths  of  religion  both  on  the 

and  heart.  Many  can  remember  what  befel 
1,  David,  Samuel,  Daniel,  and  others,  who  would 
ie  precepts  delivered  them  in  a  more  abftradt  man- 
id  every  one  muft  be  fenfible,  that  the  inftru&ions 
rife  clearly  and  obvioufly  from  hiftorical  facts, 
)me  upon  the  confeience  with  a  degree  of  evi- 
jperior  to  any  thing  that  flows  merely  from  the 
ns  of  reafon.  May  not  the  Chriftian,  with  great 
je,  fay,  "  Do  I  not  ferve  an  everlafting  and  un- 
sable  God  ?  Is  he  not  the  fame  yefterday,  to-day, 
rever  ?  Is  his  hand  at  all  fliortened,  that  it  can- 
ire  ;  or  his  ear  heavy,  that  it  cannot  hear  ?  Is  not 
.0  faved  David  the  ftripling,  from  the  ftrength  of 
1 ;  who  faved  Daniel  from  die  power  of  the  lions; 
1  many  other  inftances,  aflifted  and  delivered  his 
eople,  when  employed  in  his  fervice,  able  to  fave 
3m  the  power  of  the  enemy,  and  to  carry  me 
h  all  the  trials  of  this  earthly  Hate,  whether  they 
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"  arifc  from  temptation  or  fuffering  ?"  I  hope  I  need  not 
tell  you  to  apply,  in  the  fame  manner,  all  that  you  have 
learned  of  the  wifdom  or  goodnefs  of  Providence,  from 
reading  or  conversation.  For  this  reafon,  the  Pfalmift  de- 
clares his  refolution  of  communicating  the  mercy  of  God 
to  his  foul,  Pfal.  Ixvi.  16.  "  Come  and  hear,  all  ye  that 
"  fear  God,  and  I  will  declare  what  he  hath  done  for  my 
"  foul." 

Suffer  me  here  to  fay,  that  I  cannot  fee  a  fhadow  of  rca- 
fon  why  Chriftians  fhould  not  imitate  the  Pfalmift's  ex- 
ample, in  imparting  their  experience  of  divine  grace,  for 
their  mutual  inftru&ion  and  confolation.  If  the  ftudent 
will  communicate  his  intellectual  difcoveries ;  if  the  natu- 
ralift  will  communicate  his  fatts  and  obfervations ;  if  the 
tradefman  will  communicate  his  attainments  in  his  profef- 
fion ;  if  no  man  fcruples  to  communicate  what  he  bath' 
known  to  be  ufeful,  for  the  health  of  the  body  ;  tell  me, 
ye  fcorners,  what  fhould  hinder  the  Chriftian  to  commu- 
nicate to  his  fellow-fervants,  what  may  ferve  for  their  fpi- 
ritual  confolation  and  peace  ? 

But  if  our  mutual  experience  may  be  ferviceable  to 
each  other,  how  much  more  mull  the  paft  goodnefs  of  God 
towards  themfclves,  encourage  his  children  to  put  their 
trull  in  him  ?  How  jull  and  beautiful  the  Pfalmift's  re- 
flection, Pfal.  Ixiii.  7.  "  Becaufe  thou  haft  been  my  help; 
41  therefore  in  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings  will  1  rejoice."  In 
the  fame  manner  he  recovers  from  his  doubts  and  fears, 
Pfal.  lxxvii.  5---12.  "  I  have  confidered  the  days  of  old, 
^  the  years  of  ancient  times  ;  I  call  to  remembrance  my 
u  fong  in  the  night ;  I  commune  with  mine  own  heart, 
4fc  and  my  fpirit  made  diligent  fearch.  Will  the  Lord  caft 
u  off  for  ever  ?  and  will  he  be  favorable  no  more  ?  Is  his 
"  mercy  clean  gone  forever  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for 
evermore  ?  Hath  God  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he 
in  anger  fhut  up  his  tender  mercies  ?  Selah.  And  I 
laid,  this  is  my  infirmity ;  but  I  will  remember  the 
years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Mod  High.  I  will  it- 
member  the  works  of  the  Lord,  furely  I  will  remember 
44  thv  wonders  of  old." 
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Thus,  my  brethren,  the  believer  runs,  by  faith,  into  the 
me  of  God  as  bis  strong  tower ;  and  as  he  who  once 
ts  into  what  he  thinks  an  impregnable  fortrtfs,  will 
;ak  to  his  enemies  in  the  language  of  difdain  and  defi- 
ce ;  fo  he  who  hath  repofed  his  confidence  in  an  al- 
ighty  Proteftor,  may  tread  upon  the  necks  of  his  ene- 
les ;  may  be  confident,  that  through  God  he  (hall  do , 
iiantly.  Neither  is  it  any  fable,  but  matter  of  certain 
perience,  that  many,  u  through  faith  have  fubdued 
kingdoms ;  wrought  righteoufnefs ;  obtained  promifes ; 
(lopped  the  mouths  of  lions  ;  quenched  the  violence  of 
fire  ;  efcaped  the  edge  of  the  fword ;  out  of  weaknefs 
were  made  ilrong ;  waxed  valiant  in  fight ;  turned  to 
flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens."  Heb.  xi,  33,  34. 
2.  The  righteous  runneth  into  the  name  of  God  as  a 
mong  tower  by  the  exercife  of  fervent  prayer.  Prayer  is 
e  immediate  and  dirett  means  of  imploring  the  divine 
iftance  and  prote&ion.  Faith  is  the  habitual  principle, 
d  prayer  is  the  aftual  application  of  it.  Many  are  the 
ecepts  in  Scripture  enjoining  the  diligent  exercife  of  this 
ity.  Col.  iv.  2.  "  Continue  in  prayer,  and  watch  in 
the  fame  with  thankfgiving."  1  Theff.  v.  17.  "  Pray 
without  ceafing."  Many  are  the  promifes  of  a  gracious 
Twer  to  our  prayers.  Matth.  vii.  7.  "  Afic,  and  it  (hall 
be  given  you ;  feek  and  ye  (hall  find ;  knock,  and  it 
(hall  be  opened  unto  you."— xxi.  22.  a  And  all  things 
whatfoever  ye  (hall  aik  in  prayer,  believing,  ye  (hall  re- 
ceive. '•  John  xiv.  13.  u  And  whatfoever  ye  (hall  a(k 
in  my  name,  that  will  I  do ;  that  the  Father  may  be 
glorified  in  the  Son."  There  are  alfo  exhortations  to 
iportunity  in  prayer.  Luke  xviii.  1.  "  And  he  fpake  a 
parable  unto  them,  to  this  end,  that  men  ought  always 
to  pray,  and  not  to  faint."  Many  affurances  of  the 
ccefs  of  prayer.  Pfal.  xxxiv.  6,  17.  u  This  poor  man 
cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him,  and  faved  him  out  of  all 
his  troubles.  The  righteous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth, 
and  delivereth  them  out  of  all  their  troubles.9'  Many 
amples  of  the  power  and  efficacy  of  prayer,  as  in  Jacob, 
avid,  Daniel. — It  feems  plainly  an  effential  character  of 
le  piety,  to  be  given  to  prayer.  P&L  cix.  4.  "  For  my 
Vol.  I.  3  T  •      > 
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"  love  they  are  my  adverfaries,  but  I  gave  myfelf  unto 
44  prayer."  I  forbear  enlarging  on  thefe  particularly,  and 
{hall  only  fay,  that  it  is  quite  neceflary,  in  order  to  our 
running  into  the  name  of  God  as  a  strong  tower.  Though 
he  knoweth  all  our  wants  perfectly,  he  requires  that  we 
implore  his  afliitance  by  prayer.  Phil.  4, 6,  "Be  careful 
"  for  nothing,  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and  fupplica- 
44  tion,  with  thankfgiving,  let  your  requefts  be  made  known 
44  unto  God.'* 

The  truth  is,  prayer  is  the  natural  remedy  to  which  all 
are  ready  to  fly  in  extremity.  Even  bad  men  are  difpofed 
to  cry  unto  God  in  great  diftrefs,  but  his  own  children 
are  more  habitually  exercifed  to  the  duty,  and  as  they  on- 
ly do  it  on  proper  principles,  and  with  proper  difpolitions, 
fo  they  only  have  the  promife  of  acceptance,  and  fuccefs. 
Jam.  v.  16.  u  The  effe&ual  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
44  man  availeth  much." 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  The  righteous  runneth  into  the 
name  of  God  as  a  strong  toiver,  by  diligence  in  his  duly. 
This  alfo  is  neceflary  and  infeparable  from  a  child  of  God; 
and  in  order  to  take  a  diftinft  view  of  the  Chriftian's  dili- 
gence, in  this  particular  light,  as  the  foundation  of  truft, 
you  may  obferve,  that  it  implies  thefe  following  things. 
(x.)  Diligence  in  all  duties  in  general ;  in  order  to  afecr- 
tain  his  character,  and  to  be  aflured  of  the  divine  favor 
and  proteftion,  the  promifes  of  deliverance,  of  ftrength 
and  prefervation,  are  all  made  to  thofe  who  ferve  God  in 
fmcerity.  There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  promife  in  any  part 
ci  fcripture  to  a  bad  man,  as  fuch.  There  are  alfo  the 
mod  pofitive  and  gracious  aflurances  of  powerful  fupport 
in  fuflering,  and  all  neceflary  help  to  thofe  who  truly  fear 
God,  Ifa.  xliii.  1,  2.  "  But  now,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  that 
44  created  thee,  O  Jacob !  and  he  that  formed  thee,  O  If- 
44  rael !  Fear  not,  for  I  have  redeemed  thee  ;  I  have  call- 
44  ed  thee  by  thy  name,  thou  art  mine.  When  thou  paffeft 
C4  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee  ;  and  through 
the  rivers,  they  fliall  not  overflow  thee.  When  thoa 
walked  through  the  fire,  thou  fhalt  not  be  burnt ;  neither 
(hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee.'9  Nay,  the  moll  ex- 
prefs  declarations,  that  all  things  fliall  iflue  to  their  ad- 
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vantage,  however  difcouraging  an  afpeft  they  may  wear  for 
&  feafon.  Rom.  viii.  28.  "  And  we  know,  that  all  things 
"  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them 
"  who  are  the  called  according  to  his  purpofe."  From 
this  it  plainly  follows,  that  the  very  way  to  run  into  the 
name  of  God,  is,  by  habitual  diligence  in  doing  his  will. 
The  more  we  can,  by  walking  in  his  fear,  keep  clear  our 
title  to  his  fpecial  favor,  the  more  unfhaken  truft  and 
confidence  we  may  place  in  his  power  and  mercy,  in  eve- 
ry trial;  for  he  hath  not  forfaken  them  that  love  him.  So 
certain  is  this,  that  I  believe  every  experienced  Chriilian 
will  bear  teftimony,  that  when  he  is  unhinged  by  diftrefs, 
when  he  is  filled  with  anxiety  and  fear  of  any  kind,  it 
arifes  as  much,  or  more,  from  fufpicion  of  himfelf,  and 
doubt  of  his  relation  to  God,  as  from  any  difbelief  of  the 
general  truth,  that  God  will  fupport  and  ftrengthen  his 
own  people.  Therefore  the  righteous  may  be  faid  to  run 
into  the  name  of  God,  when  they  exercife  themfelves  in 
keeping  confciences  void  of  offence,  and  walk  fo  as  they 
may  humbly  hope  for  his  acceptance  and  approbation. 

(2-)  As  a  good  man  runs  into  his  ftrong  tower,  by  dili- 
gence in  every  part  of  his  duty  in  general ;  fo  particular, 
ly  by  a  watchful  attention  to  his  conduft,  in  every  time  of 
trial  or  danger  He  will  be  on  his  guard,  led  by  any  part 
of  his  behaviour  he  provoke  God  to  depart  from  him.  He 
will  then,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  fet  the  Lord  before  him, 
that  he  may,  with  the  greater  confidence,  commit  his 
caufe  and  his  intereft  to  his  care.  The  fuffering  difciples 
of  Chrift  are  often  warned  of  the  neceflity  of  this,  z  Pet. 
iv.  19.  "  Therefore,  let  them  that  fufier,  according  to 
"  the  will  of  God,  commit  the  keeping  of  their  fouls  to 
u  him  in  well-doing,  as  unto  a  faithful  Creator."  Whe- 
ther therefore  the  danger  arifes  from  bodily  diftrefs,  from 
worldly  lofTes,  from  flander  and  reproach,  or  from  what- 
ever other  quarter,  the  firft  and  great  care  of  the  Ghriftian 
(hould  be,  to  keep  his  conference  undefiled ;  and  the  ne- 
ceflity of  this  is  the  greater,  that  fuffering  times  are  always 
times  of  trial-  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  refift  the  temptati- 
ons which  arife  from  a  fuffering  ftate,  ordained  exprefsly 
for  the  trial  of  our  faith,  which  we  are  told,  is  "  more  pre- 
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12.  "  And  Afa,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign, 
"  was  difeafed  in  his  feet,  until  his  difeafe  was  exceeding 
44  great :  Yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  to  the  Lord,  but 
44  to  the  phyficians."  Many  are  the  evidences  we  have 
from  daily  experience,  of  the  weaknefs  and  uncertainty 
of  all  outward  means,  that  we  may  not  be  tempted  to  ido- 
lize them,  or  to  truft  in  them  ;  and  we  find,  in  many  paf- 
fages  of  fcripture,  an  exprefs  oppofition  ftated  between 
truft  in  God,  and  truft  in  human  or  created  help.  .  Pfal. 
cxviii.  8,  9.  "  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord,  than  to  put 
44  confidence  in  man.  It  is  better  to  truft  in  the  Lord,, 
44  than  to  put  confidence  in  princes."  Pfalm  cxlvi.  3. 
44  Put  not  your  truft  in  princes,  nor  in  the  fon  of  man,  in 
44  whom  there  is  no  help." 

III.  We  ptoceed  now  to  the  third  thing  propofed: 
which  was,  to  confider  the  perfe£t  fecurity  of  the  righte- 
ous, who  runneth  into  the  name  of  the  Lord  as  a  strong 
tenner — the  righteous  runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe.  And 
here  my  brethren,  I  cannot  help  obferving,  that  though 
this  is  a  truth  of  the  mod  manifeft  importance,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  mod  undoubted  certainty,  it  is  what  but 
few  attain  to  the  unfhaken  perfuafion  and  daily  application 
of,  in  their  paflage  through  this  valley  of  tears.  In  order 
to  illuftrate  it,  I  (hall  fhortly  confider,  ift,  Wherein  this 
fkfety  of  the  righteous  confifts.  2dly,  The  abfolute  cer* 
tainty  of  their  being  thus  perferved  fafe. 

We  are  told,  the  righteous  runneth  into  this  tower,  and 
is  safe.  In  a  perfect  confidence  with  the  ufe  of  the  me- 
taphor, the  word  might  perhaps  be  better  tranflated,  is 
exalted,  or  placed  on  high.  Now,  their  fafety,  I  think, 
confifts  in  the  following  particulars.  1.  God,  many  times, 
by  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  preferves  them  from  dan- 
gers which  they  could  not  otherwife  efcape.  Every  good 
man,  who  has  attended,  if  I  may  fo  fpeak,  to  his  own  hit 
tory,  muft  have  obferved,  that  he  hath  been  delivered  from 
danger  by  fuch  means  as  were  no  way  the  effedt  of  his 
own  prudence  or  forefight,  nor  indeed  could  be,  and 
which  therefore  he  is  conftrained  to  afcribe  to  the  goodnefs, 
and  wifilom  of  Providence,    Nay,  fometiraes  things  fall 
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out  fo  contrary  to  human  expectation,  and  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  things,  that  he  is  conftrained,  with  wonder,  to 
confefs  the  very  finger  of  God.  He  fometimes  blafts  the 
counfel  of  the  wicked,  and  makes  their  devices  of  none 
effett.  The  Egyptians  thought  the  Ifraelites  were  fo  in- 
clofed  in  the  Wildernefs,  with  the  Red  Sea  before  them, 
and  their  army  at  their  back,  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
them  to  efcape :  but  God,  by  a  mighty  hand;  and  an  out- 
ftretched  arm,  opened  a  way  for  them  through  the  midlt 
of  the  waters,  and  their  enemies  were  drowned  in  the 
depths  of  the  fea.  Haman,  no  doubt,  thought  his  ven- 
geance fure  again  ft  all  the  Jews ;  but,  when  it  was  juft 
ready  to  burft,  God  turned  his  devices  againft  himfelf,  and 
cauled  him  to  perifh  by  the  very  means  which  he  had  con- 
trived for  the  deftrudtion  of  the  innocent. 

I  need  not  attempt,  becaufe  indeed  it  is  impoffible,  to 
enumerate  the  various  ways  by  which  the  great  Difpofcr 
of  all  things  works  deliverance  in  danger.  He  fometimes 
changes  the  hearts  of  enemies,  as  he  did  of  Efau  towards 
Jacob — and  of  the  Apoftle  Paul,  when  breathing  out 
threatenings  againft  the  church — He  fometimes  carves 
out  other  work  for  perfecutors,  as  Saul  was  once  and  again 
called  off  from  the  purfuit  of  David  by  the  Philiftines; 
and  fometimes  he  makes  the  intended  evil  prove  a  real 
bleffing ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Jofeph,  in  whofe  hiftory  we  have 
one  of  the  moft-beautifiil  draughts  of  Providence  that  is 
any  where  to  be  feen,  and  done  with  that  union  of  majefty 
and  fimplicity,  which  fo  remarkably  diftinguifhes  the  fa- 
cred  writings.  The  whole  hundred  and  twenty-fourth 
Pfalm  is  a  celebration  of  divine  power,  and  a  hymn  of 
praife  for  divine  protection.  u  If  it  had  not  been  the  Lord, 
"  who  was  on  our  fide,  now  may  Ifrael  fay ;  if  it  had  not 
"  been  the  Lord,  who  was  on  our  fide,  when  men  rofe  up 
"  againft  us,  then  they  had  fwallowed  us  up  quick,  when 
"  their  wrath  was  kindled  againft  us  ;  then  the  waters  had 
overwhelmed  us,  the  ftream  had  gone  over  our  foul : 
then  the  proud  waters  had  gone  over  our  foul.  Bleffed 
be  the  Lord,  who  hath  not  given  us  as  a  prey  to  their 
teeth.  Our  foul  is  efcaped  as  a  bird  out  of  the  fnare  of 
11  the  fowlers  :  the  fnare  is  broken,  and  we  are  efcaped. 
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"  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  heaven 
44  and  earth." 

I  ihall  only  add,  on  this  head,  that  a  fcrious  perfon, 
when  thinking  or  fpeaking  of  deliverance  from  danger 
will  always  confider  fin  as  the  greateft  danger  :  he  will  re- 
fle£t,  with  the  higheft  pleafure,  on  the  indances  in  which 
God  has  enabled  him  to  difcharge  his  duty  with  condancy. 
Let  me  beg  of  you  to  remember,  with  what  courage  and 
refolution  the  young  perfons,  Shadrach,  Mefhech,  and 
Abednego  fpoke  to  King  Nebuchadnezzar,  and  refilled 
the  threatenings  of  that  powerful  prince.  It  is  worth 
while  to  obferve,  that  they  and  Daniel  feem,  in  that  peri- 
lous  time,  to  have  given  themfelves  much  to  the  exercife 
of  prayer.  Thus,  running  into  the  name  of  God  as  a 
strong  tower,  they  obtained  fecurity,  while  other  very  emi- 
nent perfons,  by  trading  in  themfelves,  or  boafting  of  their 
own  ftrength,  fell  before  temptations  of  a  very  trifling 
kind,  as  Abraham  and  Ifaac  in  denying  their  wives,  and 
the  Apoflle  Peter  in  denying  his  Mailer, 

a.  The  fecurity  of  the  righteous  confifts  in  the  promife 
of  ftrength  and  fupport  in  the  time  of  trial.  Although 
God  preferves  his  people  from  many  dangers,  yet  he  has 
no  where  promifed  them  deliverance  from  all.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  told,  "  that  all  that  will  live  godly  in 
44  Chrift  Jefus  mud  fufier  perfecution  ;  and  that  through 
44  much  tribulation  we  mud  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
44  God."  Yet  even  in  thefe  circumftances,  they  are  fafe, 
becaufe  God  is  with  them  in  their  afflittions ;  his  rod  and 
his  ftaff  powerfully  fupport  them.  Need  I  tell  you,  that 
here,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  text  is  exemplified  : 
The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a  strong  tower  ;  the  righteous 
runneth  into  it,  and  is  safe.  Under  a  fmarting  rod,  what 
can  a  child  of  God  do,  but  enter  into  his  fecret  chambers, 
and  fup plicate  the  aflidance  and  prdfence  of  his  reconciled 
Father  ?  and  has  he  not  promifed  to  grant  it  ?  I  fa.  xliii.  1. 
44  But  now,  thus  faith  the  Lord,  that  created  thee,  O  Jacob!' 
"  and  he  that  formed  thee,  O  Ifrael !  fear  not ;  for  I  have 
44  redeemed  thee ;  I  have  called  thee  by  thy  name ;  thou 
44  art  mine."  And  has  he  not  many  times,  in  fatt,  grant- 
ed it?    The  three  children  walking  at  liberty  in  the  midft 
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of  the  fire  with  the  Son  of  God,  as  their  companion,  was 
but  one  inftance  of  what  has  many  times  happened  in 
every  age.  Who  would  not  rather  be  in  the  place  of  Paul 
and  Silas,  tinging  praifes  to  God  in  their  chains,  than  be 
the  matter  of  the  world,  with  all  the  danger  and  anxieties 
of  a  throne  ?  Let  me  here  make  an  obfervation,  which  I 
think  is  warranted  both  by  fcripture  and  experience,  that 
juft  as  in  point  of  duty,  fo  alio  in  point  of  fufFering,  the 
fecurity  and  comfort  of  the  people  of  God  depends  upon 
their  running  into,  and,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  keeping 
within  the  bounds  of  their  ftrong  tower.  If  they  keep 
cloft?  to  God,  no  fufFering  will  difconcert  them ;  no  ene- 
my will  terrify  them  ;  but,  if  they  negleft  this,  they  may 
be  unhinged  by  a  very  flight  trial.  I  hinted  before,  felf- 
dependance  will  make  men  fall  before  a  very  trifling 
temptation :  but  dependance  on  divine  ftrength  will  make 
them  fuperior  to  the  greateft.  In  the  very  fame  manner, 
it  hath  been  often  feen,  that  perfons,  who  have  loft  their 
temper,  or  loft  their  courage,  in  fufferings  of  no  extraor- 
dinary kind,  when  more  leverely  tried  have  behaved  in- 
finitely better,  and  being  conftrained  to  flee  to  God  for 
protection,  have  found  fuch  benefit  from  it,  that  they 
have  flept  in  peace  and  comfort  in  a  Ioathfome  prifon, 
have  gone  with  an  undaunted  ftep  to  an  ignominious  fcaf- 
fold,  nay,  and  embraced,  with  joy  and  tranfport  a  halter 
or  a  ftake. 

3.  In  the  laft  place,  The  righteous  is  fafe  under  the 
divine  prote&ion,  as  they  are  fure  of  deliverance  in  the 
end,  and  complete  viftory  over  all  fufferings  of  every  kind. 
Thus  it  is  faid,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  17,  to  the  end,  "  The  righ- 
44  teous  cry,  and  the  Lord  heareth,  and  delivereth  them 
44  out  of  all  their  troubles.  The  Lord  is  nigh  unto  them 
that  are  of  a  broken  heart,  and  faveth  fuch  as  be  of  a -con- 
trite fpirit.  Many  are  the  affli£lions  of  the  righteous ; 
44  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all.  He  keep- 
44  eth  all  his  bones,  not  one  of  them  is  broken.  Evil  fliall 
"  flay  the  wicked,  and  they  that  hate  the  righteous  fliall 
4fc  be  defolate.  The  Lord  redeemeth  the  foul  of  his  fer- 
44  vants  ;  and  none  of  them  that  trull  in  him  fliall  be  de- 
"  folate."    There  is  a  great  beauty  in  this  laft  paffage, 
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which  is  loft  or  concealed  in  our  tranflation ;  it  lies  in  the 
oppolition  between  the  19th  and  21ft  verfes.  The  19th 
verfe  runs  thus,  u  Many  are  the  afflictions  of  the  righte- 
41  ous ;  but  the  Lord  delivereth  him  out  of  them  all.'9  In 
oppofuion  to  this,  it  is  faid,  in  the  21ft  verfe,  as  it  fhould 
be  tranilated,  "  One  evil  (hall  flay  the  wicked ;  and  they 
"  that  hate  the  righteous  (hall  be  defolate."  This  proba- 
bly points  at  the  great  diiUnguifhing  fecurity  of  good  men, 
that  their  falvatiou  is  fafe  in  the  keeping  of  God,  and  quite 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  mod  implacable  enemies.  What- 
ever ftraitening  circumftances  they  may  be  reduced  to, 
they  have  treafures  in  heaven,  u  which  neither  moth  nor 
44  ruft  can  corrupt,  nor  thief  break  through  and  deal." 
They  may  be  driven  from  their  habitations,  or  banifhed 
from  their  country;  they  may  refemble  thofe  of  whom  we 
read,  Heb.  xi.  36,  37,  38.  "  And  others  had  trials  of  cruel 
44  mockings,  and  fcourgings ;  yea  moreover  of  bonds  and 
44  imprifonment.  They  were  ftoned,  they  were  fawn 
"  afunder,  were  tempted,  were  (lain  with  the  fword ;  they 
"  wandered  about  in  fheep  (kins,  and  goat  (kins ;  being 
44  deftitute,  affli&ed,  tormented,  (of  whom  the  world  was 
44  not  worthy ;)  they  wandered  in  deferts,  and  in  moun- 
44  tains,  and  in  dens,  and  caves  of  the  earth  ;"  but  they 
cannot  be  banifhed  from  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  No  ty- 
rant can  (hut  the  gates  of  Paradife  again  ft  them  ;  for  they 
have  been  opened  by  him,  u  who  openeth,  and  no  man 
44  (hutteth ;  and  (hutteth,  and  no  man  openeth."  I  have* 
often  read  with  admiration,  both  in  the  infpired  writings 
and  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  the  patience  and  conftancy  of  the 
martyrs.  How  edifying  is  it  to  obferve,  that  by  witneffing 
a  good  confeflion,  together  with  the  gracious  influence  of 
the  fpirit  of  God,  they  have  become  fuperior  to  the  fear 
of  death,  and  have  been  enabled  to  defpife  or  pity  the 
weaknefs  of  perfecuting  rage  ?  Sometimes  we  may  clear- 
ly fee,  the  unrighteous  judges  torn  in  pieces,  with  the  fury 
of  infernal  paffions,  vainly  endeavoring  to  wreak  their 
malice,  by  newly  invented  tortures,  and  the  happy  pri- 
foners,  as  it  were,  already  beyond  their  reach,  while  by 
faith  and  hope  they  are  firmly  affured  of  "  an  inheritance 
Vol.  L  3  U 
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•  Incorruptible  and  ondefiled,  and  Ait  &de&  tiot^iwtf; 

•  referved  in  heaven  above.1'    ■  i-  •■  •    •  '■■-* 

•  Having  thus  confidered  the  natufe  of  the  good"  tam¥ 
fccurity,  lam  now  to  confider  tbeabfdtatie  certainty  tif  it 
On  this  I  (hall  be  very  fhort,  it  reft s  upon  thfe-divfcie  per- 
fection, the  divine  promife,  and  the'-eftpevteiief  *f  the 
feints,  i.  The  divine  perfection.  Is  there  thy  dang 
too  hard  for  the  Almighty  ?  Is  he  not  the  Lord  of  flatfrt  ? 
And  are  not  all  things  obedient  to  his  will?  The  gift! 
enemy  of  fouls,  and  all  his  inftruments  and  agents,  tr* 
wider  the  government  of  God.  He  fets  bounds  to  their 
tage,  and  will  ttot  fuffer  them  to  go  fo  much  as  one  bdr% 
breadth  beyond  the  limits  he  had)  appointed  for  theta. 
flow  great  then  muft  be  the  fecority  of  thofe  who  pitt  their 
truft  in  him  ?     Again, 

'  a.  Confider  his  faithful  promife ;  he  hath  faid  it,  he 
hath  repeated  it,  he  hath  fworn  it,  that  his  covenant  fhallt 
Hand  fall  for  ever.  Every  page  of  the  facred  oracles  is 
foil  of  the  moft  gracious  aflurances ;  and  thefe  exprcficd 
in  the  moft  condefcending  terms.  Pfa.  xci.  i, — 4,  w  He 
•*  that  dwelleth  in  the  fecret  place  of  the  Moft  High,  (hall 
44  abide  under  the  fhadow  of  the  Almighty.  1  will  fay  of 
44  the  Lord,  he  is  my  refuge  and  my  fortrefs ;  my  God, 
41  in  him  will  I  truft.  Surely  he  (hall  deliver  thee  from 
44  the  fnare  of  the  fowler,  and  from  the  noifome  peftilence. 
41  He  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  under  his 
44  wings  (halt  thou  truft :  his  truth  fhall  be  thy  Ihield  and 
44  buckler. "  Zech.  ii.  8.  u  He  that  toucheth  you,  touch- 
44  eth  the  apple  of  his  eye."  Nay,  the  very  minifters  of 
his  Providence  are  your  attendants."  Pfal.  xci.  11.  "For 
44  he  fhall  give  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee 
u  in  all  thy  ways." 

3.  Confider  the  experience  of  the  faints  ;  they  all,  with 
one  voice,  bear  their  teftimony  to  the  divine  faithfalnefs 
and  mercy.  It  is  with  this  particular  view  that  the  Pfalmift 
fays,  in  that  forecited  text,  Pfal.  ix.  10.  "  And  they  that 
44  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee ;  for  thoo, 
44  Lord,  haft  not  forfaken  them  that  feek  thee.M  And  in- 
deed in  every  age,  Ghriftians  of  {landing  and  experience 
are  ready  to  give  their  fan£fcioa  to  the  certainty  of  God's 
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promifes,  and  will  often  confefs  the  greatnefs  of  his  paft 
mercy,  even  while  they  are  chiding  their  own  impatience 
and  diitruft,  that  it  can  fcarcely  fuffice  to  embolden  them 
for  future  duty,  and  prepare  them  for  future  trials. 

IV.  .1  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make  Fome  prac- 
tical  improvement  of  what  hath  been  faid.  And,  firftj 
From  what  hath  been  faid,  you  may  fee  the  fmfulnefs  of 
diitruft.  Has  God  laid  fo  noble  a  foundation  for  our  de* 
pendance  upon  him ;  and  are  we  ftill  fo  backward  to  the 
duty  ?  Is  not  diftruft  in  fome  meafure  a  denial  of  God 
himfelf  ?  A  denial  of  his  pre  fence,  a  denial  of  his  perfec- 
tions, and  difbelief  of  his  promifes  ?  Let  us  all  be  covert 
ed  with  fliame,  when  we  confider  how  much  we  have  alt 
ready  di (honored  him,  in  this  refpett.  And  let  us  pray, 
that  he  may  enable  us  henceforward  not  only  to  fend  up 
our  cries  to  heaven,  for  relief  in  diftrefs,  but  to  caft  our 
cares  and  burdens  upon  the  Lord,  in  the  faith  u  that  he 
"  will  fuftain  us,  that  he  will  never  fuffer  the  righteous  to 
"  be  moved." 

2.  You  may  fee  the  remedy  of  diftruft,  which  is,  to  be 
more  and  more  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God.  Con- 
template his  glory  in  the  vifible  creation :  he  may  be  feen 
not  only  in  his  fpreading  out  the  Heavens  like  a  curtain, 
but  in  the  formation  of  the  meaneft  creature  ;  in  a  pile  of 
grafs,  or  in  a  grain  of  fand.  While  you  are  daily  tailing 
his  gifts,  forget  not  to  acknowledge  his  bounty,  in  the  ri- 
ling fun,  the  growing  corn,  and  the  falling  rain.  Think 
of  his  faithful  word,  read  his  promifes,  lay  them  up  in 
your  memories,  write  them  in  your  hearts;  and  efpecially, 
the  exceeding  great  and  precious  promifes  of  the  everlall- 
ing  gofpel,  which  may  be  yours,  which  you  are  intreated 
to  accept  as  yours,  and  if  they  be  not  yours,  you  fhall  ren- 
der an  account  to  himfelf  at  the  laft  day,  for  receiving 

them  in  vain. Think  alfo  of  his  Providence,  all  you 

have  feen,  and  all  you  have  felt,  of  preferving  goodnefs, 
and  of  redeeming  grace ;  and  continue  to  cleave  to  him  as 
your  portion,  in  the  Pfalmift's  words,  Pfalm  xlviii.  14, 
44  This  God  is  our  God,  for  ever  and  ever,  he  will  be  our 
44  guide  even  unto  death.'* 
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3.  In  Hie  laft  place,  learn  from  hence,  what  ii 
.nd  fhoi 


the  fureft 
lorteft,  and  indeed,  the  only  fafe  way  of  deliverance 
from  fufFering.  Flee  to  God  as  your  strong  tower,  by 
prayer  and  fupplication  :  but  with  this,  endeavor  by  the 
renewed  exercife  of  faith  in  your  Redeemer's  blood,  to 
afcertain  your  title  to  the  favor  of  God ;  endeavor  by  1 
ftedfaft  adherence  to  your  duty,  to  commit  your  ways  to 
God ;  and  fo  foon,  and  fo  far,  as  you  have  good  ground 
to  know  that  you  are  his  children,  you  ought  to  refill  and 
hanim  every  doubt  of  your  fecurity,  Rom.viii.  28.  "And 
'■'  we  know,  that  all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them 
that  love  God  ;  to  them  who  are  ihe  called  according  to 
*  his  purpofe."  Verfe  32,  of  the  fame  chapter,  *'  He  that 
"  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all, 
haw  (hall  he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things." 
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SERMON  15. 


MATTHEW  v.  16. 

Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works ,  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven. 

THERE  are  two  different  divifions  frequently  made 
of  pradtical  religion.  One,  into  our  duty  to  God* 
and  our  duty  to  man.  Not  as  though  every  part  of  our 
duty  were  not  to  be  ultimately  referred  to  God,  and  to  be 
done  from  a  regard  to  his  authority  enjoining  it ;  but  be- 
caufe  there  are  fome  duties,  of  the  performance  of  which 
the  Lord  our  maker,  and  fome  of  which  our  neighbor  is 
the  immediate  objedt.  Another  common  diviiion  is  into 
the  hidden  and  the  apparent  part ;  the  inward  frame  and 
temper  of  the  mind,  and  the  outward  life  and  converfa- 
tion.  Thefe  two  divifions,  though  they  are  near  a-kin  to 
one  another,  and  often  by  indiftinft  fpeakers  in  a  great 
meafure  confounded,  yet  are  by  no  means  one  and  the 
fame ;  and  when  the  difference  is  not  fufficiently  attend- 
ed to,  it  is  followed  by  many  bad  confequences.  It  is 
undeniable  that  God  is  chiefly  delighted  with  truth  in  the 
inward  parts ;  yet  there  are  many  of  the  duties  we  owe  to 
God,  which  ought  to  have  an  outward  expreflion,  which 
without  it  will  not  be  acceptable  to  him,  but  which  are 
greatly  neglefted  by  thofe  who  imagine  that  a  good  life 
and  converfation  implies  no  more  than  the  performance 
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of  a  few  of  the  moft  obvious  and  neceflaiy  (octal  TtrftKfc 
The  truth  is,  there  are  few  things  that  ftetn  to  be  iefr  to* 
derilood  than  the  nature,  extent,  and  obligation  of  rifibfe 
.religion.  Some  lean  to  one  extreme,  and  fome  to  ano- 
ther. Reproaches  are  mutually  thrown  upon  one  w+ 
ther.  Some  are  blamed  for  too.  much  profeffion ;  *and  they 
are  ready  to  retort  the  charge,  and  blame  their  accufcn 
with  at  lead  equal  j  lift  ice,  for  too  little,  or  none  at  all 
In  the  mean  time  there  are  too  few  of  any  fort  who  have 
fuch  a  conduct  and  character  as  really  adorns  the  do&rine 
of  their  Saviour,  and  ferves  for  the  inftru&ion  of  finners, 
or  the  edification  and  comfort  of  thofe  who  fear  God*  For 
this  reafon  I  have  chofen  to  infill  a  little  upon  thefc  words 
of  our  Saviour  to  his  difciples,  in  his  excellent  fermon  on 
the  mount,  "  Let  your  light  fo  fliine  before  men,  that  tbqr 
u  may  fee  your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  which 
**  is  in  heaven." 

1  am  fenfible  that  fome,  and  particularly  one  commen- 
tator of  great  eminence,  underftand  thefe  words  as  addreff- 
ed  only,  or  chiefly,  to  the  twelve  apoftles ;  and  that  by 
light  is  to  be  underftood  their  dottrine,  which  they  were 
to  let,  or  to  fuffer  to  (hint ;  freely  to  communicate,  as  they 
had  freely  received  it.  This  they  prefume  to  have  been 
intended,  in  oppofition  to  the  Heathen  philofophers  and 
4he  Jewifh  teachers,  who  confined  their  inftru&ions  to 
their  fchools,  and  imparted  what  they  efleemed  their  moft 
valuable  difcoveries  only  to  a  few  feleft  difciples*  To  fup- 
port  this  interpretation,  it  is  alledged,  that  the  metaphor  of 
light  is  conftantly  ufed  in  Scripture  to  fignify  knowledge; 
and  that  of  darknefs,  ignorance.  But  though  this  be  the 
primary  intention  of  the  metaphor,  it  is  furely  fometimes 
carried  on  to  exprefs  the  efieds  of  knowledge ;  and  not 
only  walking  in  the  light  (as  1  John  i.  7,)  but  fhining  as 
lights  in  the  world,  (as  in  Phil.  ii.  15,)  an  ex  predion  aU 
moft  the  fame  with  that  in  our  text,  is  ufed  to  fignify  holi- 
nefs  of  life.  Befides,  I  do  not  think  the  above  interpre- 
tation can  be  made,  without  fome  conftraint,  to  agree 
with  the  expreffion  in  the  laft  part  of  the  verfe,  "  that  they 
*c  may  fee  your  good  works."  I  underftand  the  words, 
therefore,  as  originally  addrcHed  to  all  who  then  heard  our 
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.orcVs  difcourfe,  and  now  to  all  profefiing  Chriftians  ;  and 
y  the  ex  predion,  u  Let  your  light  fo  fliine  before  men, 

that  they  may  fee  your  good  works  ;"  that  the  holinefs 
id  purity  of  their  converfation  (hould  be  vilible  and  emi- 
ent ;  that  men,  by  obferving  it,  might  be  conllrained  to 
^knowledge  the  truth  and  power  of  the  principles  which 
roduced  it,  and  perfuaded  to  yield  themfelves  alio  to  their 
overnment. 

In  difcourfing  upon  this  fubjeft,  what  I  propofe,  through 
ivine  afliftance,  is, 

I.  To  illuflrate  the  meaning  and  extent  of  the  exhorta- 
on,  Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may 
?c  your  good  works  : 

II.  To  illuftrate  the  motives  with  which  it  is  enforced, 
s  they  are  contained  in  the  text,  the  glory  of  God,  and 
lie  good  of  others :  And,  in  the  lad  place,  to  make  fome 
ira&ical  improvement  of  what  may  be  faid. 

I.  Tn  the  firft  place,  then,  let  us  confider  the  extent 
nd  meaning  of  the  exhortation,  "  Let  your  light  fo  fliine 

before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works."  This, 
n  general,  includes  the  whole  of  vifible  religion ;  every 
tart  of  the  duty  of  a  Chriftian,  to  which  his  neighbors  are 
»r  may  be  witnefles.  And  here  it  is  of  importance  to  ob- 
srve,  that  though  the  inward  temper  of  the  mind  is  not  in 
tfelf  and  immediately  the  objedt  of  human  obfervation ; 
nd  though  there  may  be,  and  there  is,  much  hypocrify  in 
he  world ;  yet  every  difpofition  of  the  heart  hath  a  natural 
.nd  genuine  expreffion,  and  may  be  more  clearly  or  more 
ibfcurely  difcerned  by  fome  outward  fymptoms.  There 
ire  therefore  few  groffer  mi  flakes  than  to  fuppofe,  either 
hat  no  conclufions  will,  or  that  none  ought,  to  be  drawn 
>y  the  world  about  us,  concerning  our  inward  difpofitions, 
rom  our  outward  carriage.  So  eflablifhed  is  the  connexi- 
on between  them,  that  hypocrites  are  ufually  much  more 
becefsful  in  deceiving  themfelves  than  the  world.  On 
he  other  hand,  thofe  who,  from  a  real  or  pretended  fear  of 
he  imputation  of  hypocrify,  put  off  all  outward  appear- 
ances of  devotion,  and  abfiain  from  all  expreffions  of  the 
nward  exercife  of  their  fouls,  will  hardly  pcrfuade  any 
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impartial  perfon,  th*t  the  hidden  fimrqe  is  ftrong  o$^ 

plentiful  when- the  ftreams  which  ihould  iffae  from  j$«| 
4b  eafily  concealed.  Other  natural  affefkions  of  the  min£ 
as  farrow,  anger,  and  joy,  do  immediately  difcover  tbc% 
Uvea  in  the  countenance  and  carriage ;  and  though  t|jjg 
»ay  be  refrained  and  moderated*  can  fcarcely  be-whA 
or  long  concealed :  Why  then  fhould  it  be  ottaroife  «$> 
religious  afFe&ions,  which  are  at  leaft  as  jail  in  their  m^ 
tore,  and  much  more  noble  in  their  objeft  I  I  am  afraid  at 
may  fay,  with  too  much  truth,  that  there  is  but  little  rqi 
religion  in  the  world  at  prefent ;  and  yet  even  that  link 
is  often,  in  a  mod  (hameful  and  coWardly  manner,  difiat* 
Wed  or  denied. 

But  becaufe  the.  impreffion  of  general  truths  is  but  fct 
Awn  ftrong  or  lafting,  I  fhall  add  a  few  particular  obficm* 
lions,  for  opening  the  meaning  and  extent  of  this  exho* 
tation,  Let  your  light  shine  before  men. — > — And,  in  (fat 
first  place,  If  you  would  make  your  light  to  thine  befat 
the  world,  you  mud  be  careful  of  the  practice  of  fuch  da- 
ties  as  are  moll  rare  and  uncommon ;  and  that  whether 
their  being  fo  arifes  from  the  difficulty  of  the  duties  them* 
felves,  or  from  the  peculiar  degeneracy  and  contrary  prac- 
tice of  any  particular  age  or  place.  The  metaphor  itfeif 
will  teach  you  this.  Nothing  can  be  faid  to  (bine,  but 
that  which  throws  out  a  diflinguilhed  luftre,  in  companion 
of  other  obje&s.  Thofe  who  are  but  as  other  men,  and 
do  no  way  excel  the  world  about  them,  cannot  poffibly 
bring  any  honor  to  their  profeffion,  or  be  properly  faid  to 
make  their  light  to  (liine.  Thus  our  Saviour  argues,  in 
recommending  a  very  rare  and  eminent  virtue,*  "  But 
44  I  fay  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies,  blefs  them  that 
44  curfe  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  foe 
u  them  which  defpitefully  ufe  you,  and  perfecute  you.— 
44  For  if  ye  love  them  that  love  you,  what  reward  have  ye  I 
u  do  not  even  the  publicans  the  fame  ?  And  if  ye  falutc 
44  your  brethren  only,  what  do  ye  more  than  others  r" 
-  I  obferved,  in  entering  upon  this  particular,  that  the 
pra&ice  of  fome  duties  may  be  uncommon,  either  from 
the  difficulty  of  the  duties  themfelves,  or  the  peculiar  de- 

•  Matth.  v.  44,  46,  47. 


of  Visible  Religion.  533 

generacy  of  any  particular  age  or  place.  The  firft  of  thefe 
happens  in  all  thofe  cafes  in  which  the  law  of  God,  from 
its  purity  and  fpirituality,  is  mod  immediately  contrary 
to  the  bent  of  carnal  affeftion.  For  though  it  be  true  in 
general,  as  the  apoftle  Paul  tells  us,*  that  "  the  carnal 
"  mind  is  enmity  again  ft  God ;  for  it  is  not  fubjedt  to  the 
"law  of  God;  neither  indeed  can  be  ;"  yet  this  enmity 
is  much  ftronger  in  fome  cafes  than  in  others.  Some  of 
thofe  gracious  difpofitions  which  fhone  in  the  man  Chrifl 
Jefus  when  he  dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace  and  truth, 
and  which  he  fo  ardently  recommends,  fuch  as,  contempt 
of  the  world,  and  heavenlinefs  of  mind,  meeknefs,  humi- 
lity, the  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  and  the  love  of  our  ene- 
mies, are  much  more  oppofite  to  the  tendency  of  corrupt 
nature,  than  fome  other  parts  of  the  moral  law.  Or,  to 
(peak  more  properly,  it  is  only  by  an  obedience  to  the 
will  of  God,  carried  to  this  degree,  and  manifeilly  flowing 
from  fuch  principles,  and  fuch  an  inward  temper,  that  we 
can  make  our  light  to  ihine  in  the  view  of  an  obferving 
world. 

I  took  notice  alfo,  that  whether  any  duty  be  difficult  or 
eafy  in  itfelf,  if  it  is  negledted,  or  brought  into  contempt, 
by  the  peculiar  degeneracy  of  any  age  or  place,  he  who 
would  make  his  light  to  fhine  before  men,  mud,  with 
boldnefs  and  refolution,  with  ftedfaftnefs  and  conftancy, 
adhere  to  the  practice  of  it.  If  in  any  place,  or  in  any 
age,*the  very  outward  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of 
ChriiVs  inflitution  is  made  light  of,  or  defpifed,  by  many 
of  every  rank ;  if  the  name  of  God  is  profaned  and  abufed 
by  unholy  converfation ;  it  is  then  the  duty  of  every  real 
fervant  of  God,  publicly  to  manifeft  his  elleem  and  love 
for  divine  ordinances,  and  to  maintain  the  highefl  reve- 
rence for  the  holy  name  of  God  in  his  difcourfe  and  lan- 
guage. And,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  the  very  meaning  of 
making  our  light  to  fhine  before  men,  is,  to  be  doubly 
watchful  in  all  fuch  cafes,  not  only  on  our  own  account, 
but  upon  account  of  others ;  or,  as  our  Saviour  ex  pre  fled 
it,  that  they  may  fee  our  good  works  :  For  inftance,  not 

*  Rom.  viii.  7, 
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only  to  eftecm  the  irtftitutioW  of  Chrift  in  the  fcofpel,*? 
their  tendency  to  promote  our  fenfttficttion  cod  comfort; 
but  even  when  thefe  purpofes  might  be  it  leaft  n  weflofc 
ttined  in  another  way,  at  particular  tiftietf ;  yet  to  Mali 
ctaefully  upon  public  ordinances,  that  we  may  tiontrifott 
dtar  part  to  preferve  the  refpeft  that  is  doe  W  them:  Or,W 
the  other  cafe  fuppofed,  Wheti  profane  ftretting  is  connMl 
and  prevalent,  to  difbover  the  deeper  reverence  for  die  bdijt 
name  of  God,  and  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  in  the  whole  <4 
oar  conver&tion,  to  avoid  every  doubtful  exprcffion,  ttf 
shy  diing  that  may  have  a  tendency  to  Infnafe  the  uk 
wary,  or  confirm  the  wicked  in  an  evUcourfe*  You  #$ 
probably  conclude,  that  toy  mentioning  thefe  two  igftance* 
arifes  firom  a  perfuafion  that  thefe  fins  prevail  femarkaktf 
timong  us  in  the  pitfent  age,  and  your  coftdufion  is  jdfc 
Hhall  add  <m€  ittoit  to  them,  viz.  voluptuOufnefs ;  either 
tixceffive  fenfuality  and  intemperance,  or  at  leaft  a  pleafing 
of  the  fled,  with  a  total  negleA  of  mortification  and  felf- 
denial.  And  be  affured,  my  brethren,  you  are  partial- 
larly  called  upon,  by  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  in  thefe 
and  every  other  inftance  of  the  like  kind,  not  to  lofe  your 
horror  of  fin  by  the  frequency  of  it,  but,  according  to  the 
Exhortation  of  the  apoftle  Paul,*  to  be  "  blamelefs  and 
"  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft 
44  of  a  crooked  and  perverfe  nation,  among  whom  ye  fhiue 
44  as  lights  in  the  world." 

In  the  fecond  place,  In  order  to  make  your  light  fhine 
before  men,  you  mult  a£t  an  unexceptionable  part  in  aM 
fiich  cafes  as  your  conduft  falls  mod  immediately,  and 
mod  fully,  under  the  observation  of  others.  I  have  faid 
above,  that  the  exhortation  in  its  full  extent,  includes 
the  whole  of  vifible  religion.  But  there  are  fome  cafes  in 
which  our  conduft  is  comparatively  more  vifible  than  in 
others,  and  more  immediately  fubje&ed  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  world.  As  there  are  fome  places  more  con- 
fbicuous  and  expofed  to  public  view  than  others,  fo  are 
there  alfo  fome  perfons  in  the  whole  of  their  deportment, 
and  fome  a&ions  of  the  fame  perfons.     It  is  the  laft  of 
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thefe  that  chiefly  relates  to  my  prefent  fubjeft.  Are  you 
not  fenfible  then,  that  in  thofe  aftiona  which  fall  moft 
immediately  under  the  obfervation  of  others,  the  greateft 
caution  and  circumfpe&ion  is  neceflary  ?  It  is  from  thefe 
that  the  judgment  of  men  is  chiefly  formed  of  profeffing 
Chriftians,  and  the  chara£ter  fixed  which  they  muft  bear 
in  the  world.  With  refpeft  to  other  a&ions,  men  proceed 
more  upon  conje&ure,  and  therefore  will  not,  even  them* 
fislves,  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon  their  obfervations ;  but  in 
fuch  as  are  wholly  fubje&ed  to  their  view,  their  conclufu 
Qtis  are  peremptory.  If  you  a(k,  what  are  thofe  a&ions 
that  fall  moft  immediately  under  the  obfervation  of  others  ? 
J  anfwer,  they  arc  many.  Moft  of  thofe  of  which  our 
neighbor  is  the  objedt;  particularly  all  relative  duties, 
ynd  alfo  the  government  of  the  tongue.  Although  thofe 
who  are  converfant  with  you,  may  make  fhrewd  gueffes, 
by  what  they  fee  in  your  outward  deportment,  whether 
ypu  are  conftant  in  fecret  devotion,  or  ferious  and  fervent 
in  public,  they  muft  dill  labor  under  much  uncertainty* 
But  a  neighbor  will  quickly  and  certainly  know  whether 
you  are  friendly  or  felfifh,  froward  or  peaceable ;  a  wife 
muft  know,  whether  fhe  hath  an  affe&ionate  hufband,  and 
a  hufband  whether  he  hath  a  dutiful  wife ;  a  fervant  muft 
Jtnow,  whether  he  is  under  a  reafonable  and  gentle,  or  a 
capricious  and  cruel  matter ;  and  a  matter,  whether  he 
hath  a  fubmiffive  and  diligent,  or  an  idle  and  flothful  fer- 
vant. The  fame  thing  holds  with  refpett  to  every  other 
relation.  And  as  to  the  government  of  the  tongue,  the 
world  muft  know  whether  your  converfation  is  pure  and 
inoffenfive  at  all  times,  and  profitable,  as  opportunities 
prefent  themfelves ;  or  if  it  is  frothy,  unprofitable  and 
vain,  rafh,  peevilh,  paflionate,  unchafte,  or  cenforious. 
As  therefore,  in  the  language  of  our  Saviour,  a  city  that 
is  fet  on  a  hill  cannot  be  hid ;  fo  a  Ghriftian,  in  thefe 
cafes,  cannot  be  concealed.  And  I  hope  I  may  be  al- 
lowed to  fay,  without  being  thought  to  put  the  fhadow  of 
religion  for  the  fubftance,  or  prefering  the  form  to  the 
fpirit,  that  he  ought,  in  all  fuch  cafes,  to  be  particularly 
watchful  that  nothing  may  efcape  him,  which  may,  in  its 
confequences,  tend  to  the  diflionor  of  God,  or  the  ruin  of 
the  fouls  of  men. 
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In  the  third  place,  In  order  to  make  y cm*  light  to  ftif* 
before  men,  you  tmift  be  careful  in  the  dtfeharge  of  fuck 
duties  as  are  mod  acceptable  to  others.  It  is  felf-evident, 
tftat  if  there  are  foroe  of  the  duties  which  we  owe  to  oar 
neighbors  more  acceptable  to  them  than  others,  nothing, 
will  more  recommend  religion  to  their  efteem,  which  is 
the  defign  of  a  fhinmg  con vedation,  than  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  fuch  duties.  Now,  that  there  are  fome  duties 
more  acceptable  to  mankind  than  others;  is  very  evident; 
ani  hone  will  call  it  in  queftion,  who  refle&  upon  the 
different  reception  given  to  thole  duties  which  promote 
men's  temporal  intereft,  ancf  thofe  which  reftrain  or  pfl- 
ni(h  their  crimes.  The  one  clafs  of  thefe  procures  the  love 
and  efteem'  of  all  without  exception,  whether  good  or  bad; 
the  other  often  provokes  the  refentment  and  inflames  t& 
paffions  of  the  vicious,  who  make  fo  great  a  part  of  die 
world.  Refleft  alfo  what  a  different  reception  is  ufuafljr 
given  to  a  covetous  hard-hearted  oppreflbr,  or  to  a  fraudu- 
lent unjuft  man,  on  the  one  hand ;  and  to  a  profane  fwear- 
er,  a  drunkard,  or  defpifer  of  religion,  on  the  other.  The 
firft  i$  bated  and  fled  from  by  all ;  the  lad  is  freely  caret 
fed  by  many,  and  indeed  often  by  thofe  from  whofe  pro- 
feffion  a  more  equal  and  impartial  deteftation  of  vice  and 
wickednefs  might  have  been  expetted.  This  is  eafily  to 
be  accounted  for,, if  we  confider  that  worldly  intereft  is 
the  idol  of  by  far  the  greateft  part  of  men,  and  that  there 
is  too  (Irong  a  bias  to  it  in  the  very  beft. 

From  this  it  is  plain,  that  he  who  would  make  his  light 
to  (hine  before  others,  mud  be  extremely  careful  of  fuch 
duties  as  are  moft  acceptable  to  them,  particularly  juftice 
and  integrity  in  all  his  dealings ;  and  fuch  juftice  as,  if 
poffible,  may  be  beyond  difpute,  and  to  the  conviftion  of 
all.  There  was  a  very  great  beauty  and  dignity  in  the 
language  of  Samuel  to  the  children  of  Ifrael,  when  he  was 
able  to  appeal  to  themfelves,  as  to  the  unblameablenefs  of 
his  condudt  among  them  in  a  public  ftation :  "  *  Behold^ 
•l  hear  I  am,  witnefs  againft  me  before  the  Lord,  and  be- 
**  (pre  his  anointed  :  whofe  ox  have  I  taken  ?  or  whoft 
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cc  afs  have  I  taken  ?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  whom 
44  have  I  opprefled  ?  or  of  whofe  hand  have  I  received  any 
u  bribe  to  blind  my  eyes  therewith  ?  and  I  will  reflore  it 
41  unto  you.  And  they  faid,  Thou  haft  not  defrauded  us* 
44  nor  opprefled  us,  neither  haft  thou  taken  ought  of  any 
44  man's  hand."  Mercy  and  charity  alfo  to  thofe  in  di£ 
trefs  is  univerfally  acceptable  :  this  is  ftill  more  accepts 
ble  to  mankind  in  general  than  juftice  alone.  The  rea- 
fon  is,  they  think  they  have  a  claim  to  juftice,  and,  in 
many  cafes,  can  obtain  it  by  compulfion,  when  it  is  not 
willingly  given  them.  Befides,  that  worldly  wifdom  may 
eafily  be  conceived  the  principle  of  juft  dealings,  through 
fear  of  a  difcovery,  and  its  confequences  :  but  charity  and 
compaffion  to  the  neceflities  of  others,  is  looked  upon  as 
the  free  unconftrained  exertion  of  good  difpofitions.  The 
apoftle  Paul  fuppofes  a  difference  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
world,  between  a  merely  righteous  or  juft  man,  and  a  good 
or  merciful  man,  when  he  fays,*  *4  for  fcarcely  for  a 
44  righteous  man  will  one  die:  yet  peradventure  for  a  good 
44  man  fome  would  even  dare  to  die." 

The  fame  felfifh  bias  in  men  to  their  worldly  interelt 
will  indeed  fometimes  carry  them  fo  far,  as  to  make  them 
cxceflive  and  unreafonable  in  their  expectations.  The 
world  feems  not  only  to  expedt,  that  thofe  who  profefs  to 
fear  God  fhould  be  juft  and  upright  in  their  dealings,  mer- 
ciful and  charitable  to  proper  objedts;  but  that  they  fhould 
be  at  all  times  ready  to  yield  up  their  own  rights  to  the 
extravagant  demands  of  worldly  men,  and  give  fuch  evi- 
dences of  felf-denial,  as  are  neither  confident  with  wif- 
dom nor  with  piety.  Thefe  exceffive  expectations  of  the 
world,  which  it  is  found  by  experience  impoflible  to  grati- 
fy, are  too  apt  to  make  fome,  in  peevifhnefs  and  difplea- 
fure,  throw  up  all  hopes  of,  or  endeavors  after,  avoiding  its 
reproaches.  This  istodifobey  God,  becaufe  it  is  impofli- 
ble perfectly  to  pleafe  men.  The  more  ready  they  are  to 
take  offence  without  reafon,  the  more  watchful  ought  the 
confcientious  Chriftian  to  lie,  that  he  may  give  no  juft 
ground  for  it.  .  And  undoubtedly  the  private  example,  or 
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11m  public  endeavors  of  any  perfoa  for  refrrnutien,  tj& 
much  fairer  for  fuecefs,  when  his  cooduft  is  fcch  in  j}t 
particulars  above-mentioned,  as  th$  world  in  general  awft 
tocifefs  to  be  amiable  and  excellent.  ■         ■ 

I  Hull  only  add  one  cooGderation  more,  to  ftewthspp* 
ceffity  or  propriety  of  ihining  in  fuch  duties  as  are  jp#(t 
acceptable  toothers.  It  is,  that  ufually  the  loot  or  m- 
fane  part  of  the  world,  in  order  to  prevent  or  wipe  off  ia 
jbme  meafure,  the  reproach  which  their  condu£k9  in  otber 
faflances,  brings  upon  them,  pretend  to  glory  in  the  jofc 
aefs  of  their  dealings,  their  generality  and  charity;  sod 
this  often  not  without  infinuattons,  that  thofc  who  appor 
to  be  religious,  are  not  fo  ftrift  in  point  of  moral  honefip. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  every  fervant  of  God  to  mshi 
his  pr^lice  a  continual  and  vifible  refutation  of  this  ca- 
lumny; and  toihew,  that  none  can,  to  fuch  perfedkn, 
difcharge  any  moral  duty  whatever,  as  thofc  who  are  re- 
newed in  the  fpirit  of  their  minds,  and  having  the  love 
of  God  (lied  abroad  in  their  hearts,  mud  of  confequence 
love  their  brethren  alfo. 

In  the  fourth  and  laft  place,  If  you  would  make  your 
light  (hine  before  men,  you  mud  be  diligent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  fuch  duties  as  are  mod  profitable  to  others.  It 
will  not  be  difficult  to  determine,  what  are  the  duties  moft 
profitable  to  others,  if  we  only  confider  what  has  the  moft 
immediate  tendency  to  promote  their  fpiritual  and  eter- 
nal intereft.  Of  this  kind,  there  are  many  incumbent  on 
perfons  of  every  Ration,  and  in  every  fituation  of  life  I 
though  the  obligation  of  them  is  little  thought  of,  for  the 
molt  part,  and  the  praftice  generally  neglected :  fuch  as, 
private  and  perfonal  inftruftion,  tender  and  affectionate 
counfel,  faithful  admonition  and  reproof.  Every  one 
of  us  knows  the  perfons  to  whom  his  influence  extends, 
when  any  fcheme  for  his  worldly  intereft  and  advance- 
ment, or  that  of  his  friends,  or  the  power  and  credit  of  his 
party,  is  at  (take  ;  but  few  think  of  ufing  the  fame  in- 
t  ere  it  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  falvation  of  deluded 
finners. 

Of  this  kind  are  all  the  duties  of  fuperiors  to  their  inferi- 
ors; as  parents  and  heads  of  families,  teachers  of  youth, 
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minifters  of  the  gofpel,  magiftrates  and  rulers.  Thefe 
every  one,  in  their  feveral  capacities,  are  obliged,  either 
more  diredtly,  or  by  confequence,  to  promote  the  everlaft- 
ing  intereft  of  thofe  who  are  under  them  ;  and  nothing 
will  make  their  light  more  to  fhine,  nothing  will  contri- 
bute more  to  adorn  and  illuftrate  their  Chriftian  charafter, 
than  a  faithful,  zealous,  and  diligent  diicharge  of  the  du- 
ties of  thefe  ftations. 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  that  the  reafoning  on  the 
former  particular  is  contrary  to  this  ;  and  that  if  thefe  du- 
ties, which  are  acceptable  to  others,  make  a  Chriftian's 
converfation  to  ftiine,  the  praftice  of  fuch  as  men  are 
averfe  from  fubmitting  to,  rauft  have  an  oppofite  effeft. 
But  this  is  far  from  being  the  cafe :  for  though  fome  fins 
are  contrary  to  other  fins,  religion  is  confident  through- 
out ;  and  every  part  of  it,  inftead  of  obfeuring,  throws  a 
luilre  upon  another.  This  will  eafily  appear,  if  you  con. 
fider,  that  however  unwilling  men  are  to  be  inftru&ed  in 
their  duty,  or  reftrained  and  limited  from  their  irregular 
indulgence ;  fo  foon  as  the  endeavors  ufed  for  that  pur* 
pofe  are  fuccefsful,  they  will,  with  the  higheft  thankful- 
nefs,  acknowledge  the  care  bellowed  upon  them.  Though 
a  child  may,  at  firft,  and  for  fome  time,  be  impatient  of 
the  father's  authority ;  if  it  is  attended  with  fuccefs,  he 
will  ever  afterwards  reckon  it  one  of  the  greateft  bleflings 
of  his  life  ;  and  the  memory  of  fuch  a  parent  will  be  in- 
finitely more  dear,  than  of  one  who  has  fhown  the  mod 
partial  and  indulgent  fondnefs. 

Further,  fuch  duties,  though  they  may  be  harfh  and  un- 
pleafant  to  thofe  who  are  the  immediate  obje&s  of  them ; 
yet  as  they  are  unqueftionably  good  and  ufeful  in  them* 
ielves,  they  mull  command  the  efteem  and  approbation  of 
every  impartial  obferver.  It  is  indeed  by  this  means 
alone,  or  chiefly,  that  the  public  honor  and  credit  of  reli- 
gion is  preferved,  amongft  fo  great  a  majority  who  are 
enemies  to  it  in  their  hearts.  What  they  would  hate  and 
refill,  or  perhaps  revile,  in  their  own  cafe ;  when  others 
are  concerned,  confeience  conftrains  them  to  bear  a  clear 
and  ftrong  teftimony  in  its  favor.  Nay,  not  only  fo,  but 
the  moft  wicked  and  profligate,  though  they  hate  religion 
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and  righteoufnefs  in  iuelf ;  yet  are  they  fufficjently  fcnji- 
ble  of  the  connexion  between  a  religious-  profcffioo  and 
hs  proper  fruits,  and  fufficiently  apt  10  reproach  thole  in 
"Whom  they  obferve  the  deficiency ;  and  that  in  fuch.  cafcs 
as  the  performance  would  be  painfiil,  and  not  accepiabi: 
lo  themfelves.  Thus  achild  of  a  fli  :  parent,  a  fubjeft 
of  an  unfaithful  magistrate,  if  their  profeffion  is  fuch  as  to 
make  the  negle£t  fcandalous,  {hall  defpife  them  in  ihtlr 
hearts,  and  fometimes  go  fo  far  as  to  reproach  them  by 
their  words,  even  where  their  own  eafe  and  fecurity  is 
'  wholly  owing  to  that  very  criminal  indulgence.  From 
all  which  it  evidently  appears,  that  a  conscientious  dis- 
charge offuch  duties  as  are  moftt ;',  ful  and  profitable  to 
others,  is  highly  proper  to  make  our  light  to  iliine  before 
men.  , 

■  I  am  fenfible,  my  brethren,  that  thefe  clafles  into  which 
I  have  divided  our  public  and  vifible  duties,  viz.  fuch  si 
are  molt  rare  and  uncommon,  fuch  as  are  mod  fubjefi  to 
the  obfervation  of  others,  fuch  as  are  mod  acceptable,  add 
fuch  as  are  mod  profitable  to  them,  are  not  fo  entirely 
diilmcl:  one  from  another,  but  that  there  are  many  parts  of 
the  duty  of  a  Chridian,  which  fall  under  more  than  one  of 
thefe  divifions,  and  fome  that  may  perhaps  fall  under  them 
all ;  yet  I  have  mentioned  them  Separately,  becaufe  each 
of  them  hath  fome  duties  which  do  peculiarly,  or  at  lead 
eminently  belong  to  itfelf :  and  as  every  one  of  them  con- 
tributes to  fhew  us  the  extent  of  our  duty  upon  the  whole, 
fo  they,  at  the  fame  time,  ferve  to  fet  the  obligations  to  it 
in  a  finking  light. 

II.  I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  tiling  propofed,  which 
was,  briefly  to  illudrate  the  two  motives  added  in  the  text 
to  enforce  the  exhortation ;  and  thefe  are,  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  others. 

I.  The  glory  of  God.  The  glory  of  God  is  the  fifc 
preine  and  highed  aim  of  every  real  Chriftian,  to  which 
even*  other  defign  is  Subordinate  and  fubfervient.  I  an 
not  ignorant,  that  profane  and  worldly  men  are  apt » 
deride  this  language,  of  the  glory  of  God  being  the  high- 
ell  aim  of  a  Chiiliian.    It  is  not  however  the  lefs  agree- 
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able  to  truth,  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  fpirit  of  the  world  : 
*  *  For  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the 
4  Spirit  of  God :  for  they  are  fooliflinefs  unto  him  ;  nei- 
4  ther  can  he  know  them,  becaufe  they  are  fpiritually  dif- 

4  cerned."  It  might  be  fufficient  to  fupport  this  manner 
)f  fpeaking,  to  fay,  it  is  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 
irhich  is  a  much  furer  teft  of  truth,  than  any  maxims  efta- 
rtifhed  by  human  wifdom.  But  for  filencing  gainfayers  in 
bme  meafure,  though  their  convi&ion  (without  a  change 
>f  heart)  cannot  be  hoped  for,  I  would  obferve,  that  it  is 
he  charatter  of  a  Chriftian  to  love  God  above  all  :  and 

5  it  not  a  natural  confequence  of  fupreme  love,  to  be  jea- 
ous  of  the  honor  and  zealous  in  the  intereft  andcaufe  of 
he  object  of  our  efteem  ?  Real  love  cannot,  even  in 
magination,  be  feparated  from  this  its  natural  efFedt  and 
•xpreffion. 

Now,  if  this  is  once  admitted,  there  is  no  way  in 
vhich  we  can  fo  well,  or  rather  there  is  no  way  in  which 
we  can  at  all  promote  the  glory  of  God,  but  by  a  holy  and 
mblameable  converfation.  As  the  works  of  creation  are 
aid  to  (hew  forth  his  glory,  becaufe  they  point  out  his  na- 
:ural  perfe&ions  exerted  in  their  formation ;  fo  his  reafon- 
ible  creatures  glorify  him,  when  his  image,  or  fome  re- 
femblance  of  his  moral  excellence,  and  this  as  his  own 
porkmanfiiip,  is  difcerned  upon  their  hearts. 

It  is  no  doubt,  in  one  view,  difficult  for  us  to  conceive 
how  the  glory  of  God,  who  is  perfeCt  and  unchangeable, 
Ihould  at  all  depend  upon  our  condu£fc :  yet  as  this  is  the 
light  in  which  he  hath  reprefented  it  to  us  himfelf,  fo  it 
is  neceffarily  felt  in  this  manner  by  every  one  of  his  fer- 
rants.  Indeed  we  fee,  that  the  unholinefs  or  the  un- 
guarded conduct  of  thofe  who  profefs  to  ferve  God,  and 
!huid  in  an  apparent  relation  to  him,  has  the  greatefi  ten- 
lency  to  difhonor  him,  as  far  as  that  expreffion  hath  any 
meaning  or  propriety  in  it.  The  (late  of  the  world  may 
ftfily  convince  us  of  this ;  for  as  no  argument  has  been 
>ftener  ufed  again  ft  the  gofpel,  fo  none  ever  grave  it  a 
ieeper  wound,  than  the  wicked  lives  of  its  profefibrs.    As 
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many,  therefore,  at  have  any  regaixi  ta.tte.gta^  of  jGM^ 
or  tife  honor  of  the  Redeemer's  name,,  rouft  careftiDy  ci 
deavor  to  make  their  light  fliine  before  m^a,  "that  tjbep 
tt*iay  fee  their  good  works,  and \[  gbff^y«  t&cir  E$f* 
"  which  is  in  heaven."  ..    ,    '        ..t-J* 

.  2.  The  other  bbfigation  contained  in.',  the  text,  AfrM 
fefeful  or  finning  canverfation,  is  thegooA  of.  others  tif 
fome  degree  of  love  to  mankind  is  naturally  implanted 
every  heart*  and  as  love  to  others  is. the  fecond .  command) 
ment  of  the  law?  and  a  neceflary  efieft  of  the  love  of  God; 
(b  it  V  impoffiUe  but  this  love,  if  it  be,  real,  mull,  ipaq 
iy  believer, .  evidence  itfelf  in  a  deep  concern  for  and  caw 
fcientious  endeavor  after,  the  falvation  of  others*  Who* 
foeycr  we  love,  we  naturally  expreJa  this  We,  by  codes* 
yoring  to  avert .  from  them  thofe  ills  which  we  moft  fear, 
and  to  procure  for  them  thofe  advantages  which  to  on* 
felves  appear  moll  valuable :  and  therefore,  the  looking 
upon  finners  with  indifference,  and  not  ufing  the  means 
in  our  power  for  their  recovery  and  falvation,  is  the  moft 
unqueflionable  evidence,  either  of  our  not  believing  the 
important  truths  of  religion,  or  being  altogether  void  of 
good-will  to  our  fellow-creatures,  or  rather  of  both ;  be- 
caufe  they  are  efiential  branches  of  the  fame  chara&er, 
A  parent  who  fhould  profefs,  from  his  own  experience, 
to  have  the  greateft  apprehenfions  of  the  danger  of  a  cer- 
tain practice,  and  yet  fhould  freely  fuffer  or  encourage  his 
children  in  the  fame  pra&ice,  would  give  good  ground  to 
judge,  either  that  his  fears  were  wholly  afie&ed,  or  that 
he  was  altogether  deftitute  of  love  to  his  children,  or  con- 
cern for  their  welfare. 

Now,  how  caivany  man  more  effe&ually  promote  the 
real,  that  is,  the  everlafling  intereft  of  others  about  him, 
than  by  a  Alining  example  of  piety  and  ufefulnefs  of  con- 
vention ?  A  blamelefs  life,  fuch  as  becometh  the  gofpel, 
is  a  more  effeQual  reprimand  to  vice,  and  a  more  inviting 
argument  to  the  practice  of  religion,  than  the  beft  of  rea- 
foning.  Reafon  and  argument,  for  pattern  and  example, 
is  but  as  an  uninformed  pifture  to  a  living  man.  The 
moil  part  of  mankind  are  beft  inftru&ed  by  their  lenfes, 
and  are  both  unwilling  to  attend  to,  and  incapable  of  per- 
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ceiving  the  force  of  fpeculative  reafonirig ;  but  a  good  life, 
anfwering  to  what  their  own  confciences  declare  to  be 
right,  is  a  fenfible  reprefentation,  that  never  fails  to  make 
ani  impreffion,  both  on  the  memory  and  heart.  As  the 
impreffion  on  the  wax  is  more  discernible  than  the  en- 
graving on  the  feal,  though  this  lad  be  juft  and  perfect, 
whereas  many  accidents  may  render  the  imprefled  image 
faulty  and  defedtive ;  fo  though  a  juft  and  complete  view 
of  the  dottrine  of  C^rift  is  only  to  be  had  from  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  truth,  yet  the  general  integrity  and  uprightnefs 
of  a  good  man  is  more  legible  to  the  bulk  of  mankind ; 
and  being  the  character  of  a  man  originally  of  like  paffi- 
bns  with  themfelves,  engages  them  to  imitate  it.  From 
all  this  I  conclude,  that  the  love  of  God,  and  the  love  of 
our  neighbor,  jointly  concur  in  laying  the  ftrongeft  obli- 
gation upon  every  Chriftian  to  make  his  light  fliine  before 
men. 

III.  I  proceed  now,  in  the  lad  place,  to  make  fome 
pra&ical  improvement  of  what  has  been  (aid.    And, 

Firft,  From  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee  in  what 
refpeft  alone  it  is  our  duty  to  aim  at  the  approbation  of 
others,  and  from  what  principle  it  ought  to  flow.  We 
are  bound  fo  to  order  our  outward  converfation,  as  that  it 
may  on  the  one  hand,  contribute  nothing  to  the  corrup. 
tion  of  others,  but  rather  that  they  may  be  invited  to  the 
practice,  and  perfuaded  of  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs 
of  true  religion.  There  is  no  charadter  againft  which  our 
Saviour  pronounces  a  feverer  doom,  than  that  of  being 
religious  that  we  may  be  feen  of  men ;  that  is  to  fay,  when 
the  view  is  only  to  procure  their  applaufe  to  our  own  cha- 
racter as  a  gratification  of  vanity.  Such  perfons  have 
their  reward.  But  when  the  defign  is,  to  watch  that  the 
name  of  God  be  not  blafphemed  on  our  account,  to  bear 
much  fruit  that  God  may  be  glorified,  there  are  few  things 
more  ufeful  and  important.  For  this  reafon  the  friends 
of  religion  owe  no  thanks  to  thofe  who  glory  in  a  con- 
tempt of  what  others  think  or  fay  of  them,  who  are  at  no 
pains  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  evil,  but  freely  indulge 
themfelyes  in  whatever  they  can,  with  any  plaufibility. 
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alledge  to  be  lawful  in  itfelf.  They  may  ay  out,  as  tnacb 
as  they  will,  againfi  the  uncharitableoefs  and  cenforioat 
nefs  of  the  world;  but  they  themfelves  are  afiingm 
downright  contradiction  to  the  exhortation  in  our  text, 
and  neither  (how  regard  to  the  will  of  God,  nor  comjafi- 
on  to  the  fouls  of  men.  In  oppofition  to  this,  the  Chrit 
tian  who  would  make  his  light  to  ftiine,  in  obedience  to 
his  mailer's  command,  muft  ufe  the  utmoft  tenderndk; 
and  circumfpe£tion,  not  left  his  own  reputation  (hould 
be  wounded,  but  left  religion  {hould  fuflfer  through  hit 
unguarded  conduft.  Such  an  one  bath  this  advantage, 
that  though  perfe&ly  to  pleafe  a  capricious  world  is  im- 
poffible,  he  may  yet  obtain  mercy  of  God  to  be  faithful ; 
and  though  there  is  a  wo  to  the  world  becaufe  of  offences, 
he  may  efcape  the  wo  of  that  man  by  whom  the  offence 
cometh. 

In  the  fecond  place,  What  hath  been  faid  upon  this 
fubje6t  ferves  to  reprove  the  fin,  and  fhew  the  danger,  of 
all  thofe  who  are  notorioufly  deficient  in  the  pra&ice  of 
the  duty  recommended  in  the  text.  Indeed  you  may  fee 
from  the  extent  of  it,  that  it  affords  ground  of  humiliation 
for  all  without  exception  ;  and,  like  every  other  precept 
of  the  pure  and  holy  law  of  God,  fliews  plainly,  that  a 
perfect  righteoufnefs  is  not  to  be  found  in  ourfelves ;  and 
that,  for  our  final  acceptance,  we  muft  be  indebted  to  the 
free  grace  of  God,  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrilt 
Jefus.  But,  in  a  particular  manner,  this  reproof  is  direct- 
ed to  two  forts  of  perfons. 

Firft,  Thofe  who  are  wholly  unprofitable  to  others,  and 
altogether  infenfible  of  their  obligation  to  profit  them. 
There  are  not  a  few  in  the  world  who  openly  juftify  them- 
felves, and  extenuate  their  fins  by  this  pretence,  that  they 
do  no  harm  to  others ;  that,  if  they  do  evil,  none  fuffer 
but  themfelves.  This  is  the  ufual  pretence  of  diffolute 
livers,  who  are  plunged  in  fenfuality.  Let  fuch  confider 
their  entire  negledt  of  the  command  of  our  Saviour  in  the 
text ;  let  them  confider  their  obligations  to  ferve  God, 
and  the  account  they  muft  render  to  him.  Let  me  fup- 
pofe  any  of  you  had  a  fervant  who  fhould  altogether  ne- 
gle-St  your  bufmefs,  and,  upon  your  reproving  him,  fhould 
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ake  this  excufe,  I  have  done  no  harm,  I  have  put  no- 
ing  out  of  order,  I  have  not  hindered  the  other  fervatitt 

their  work ;  how  would  you  be  fatisSed  ?  or  rather 
th  what  indignation  would  you  receive  the  (hamelefs 
etence  ?  Let  this  then  convince  you  of  the  juftice  of 
e  fentence  that  ihall  at  lad  be  pronounced  by  our  Su- 
eme  Matter  upon  all  fuch :  *  4<  Caft  ye  the  unprofitable 
fervant  into  utter  darknefs,  where  there  (hall  be  weeping 
and  wailing,  and  gnafhing  of  teeth."  But  the  word  of  it 

this  excufe,  weak  as  it  is,  is  not  true ;  for  all  thofe  who 
e  not  profitable,  mull  be  hurtful  to  others.  Drunkards, 
'earers,  profane  and  lafcivious  jefters,  and  the  whole  tribe 
thofe  who  pretend  to  do  harm  to  none  but  themfelves, 
dilute  and  corrupt,  by  their  example  and  influence,  all 
at  come  within  their  reach  :  fo  that,  for  the  hazard  of 
fe&ion,  thieves  and  robbers  are  lefs  dangerous  compa- 
ons. 

But,  fecondly,  This  reproof  ought  to  be  directed  to  fuch 
are  further  chargeable  with  the  aftual  guilt  of  feducing 
tiers.  How  many  are  there  who,  by  the  contrary  me- 
Dds  of  flattering  infinuations,  or  derifion  and  infult,  as 
ey  expett  from  the  difpofitions  of  the  perfons  the  one  or 
e  other  will  be  mod  fuccefsful,  endeavor  to  banifit  & 
rife  of  religion  from  the  minds  of  others,  and  gradually 
involve  them  in  fin  and  guilt  ?  This  is  the  immediate 
ndency  of  all  that  converfation,  which,  with  a  malicious 
eafure,  enlarges  upon  the  real  or  fuppofed  mifcarriagcs 
the  people  of  God,  and  charges  every  profeffion  of  reli- 
Dn  with  hypocrify.  How  aggravated  is  the  guilt  of  all 
ch,  and  how  dreadful  will  be  the  punifhment !  They  are 
dinent  and  faithful  agents  for  the  devil.  The  works  of 
eir  father  they  do,  and  his  reward  they  (hall  fhare.  As 
e  union  and  mutual  love  of  the  faints  in  heaven  will  in- 
eafe  the  happinefs  of  every  particular  member  of  that 
cfled  focicty ;  fo  we  mull  fuppole,  that  the  mutual  re- 
oaches  of  the  damned  and  miferable  fpirits  in  hell,  accu- 
ig  each  other  as  the  authors  of  their  deflruftion,  will 
eatly  fharpen  their  anguifli.     The  fear  of  this  feems  to 

*  Matth.  xxv.  30. 


lurr^aau'med  the  rich  Man,  even  in  torments,  ted  his  bre- 
ttren  ftoeM  tome  t«rthe:rirne  place.  What  mufl  a  child, 
lor  example,  ruined  by  the  neglett  of  rertrainr,  or  penii- 
eious  example  of  ■  parent*  think  of  or  fay  to  the  author  of 
Iris  imfery  ?  Oh!  onmereiful  monlter,  and  not  a  parent, 
who,  mfteadof  cerredtag,  fported  with  or  encouraged  the 
<rft  mftances  of  impiety  i  who  taught  me,  by  example,  to 
profane  my  Greater*))  name,  and  to  negfeft  his  fertnee; 
ind  Who,  though  aUlbrtiOUE  of  making  me  rich  and  great 
far  a  few  day*  in  ■  trtHtl  n .  world,  haft  contributed  to  .1 
bring  me  to,  and  fix  me  forever  in  this  place  of  torment! 
Take  warning  then,  I  befcecb  you,  all  of  every  rank,  and 
kKreafe  not  your  own  condemnation  by  the  guilt  of  ftd* 
ring  others. 

In  the  third  place,  what  hath  been  raid  upon  flnaBbjefl 
WiB  enable  you  to  try  the  purity  and  fincerity  of  your  out- 
ward  converfation.  An  inquiry  here  is  of  die  more  corf 
fequence,  that  we  are  in  great  danger  of  deceiving  our- 
felves,  becaufe  both  a  truly  ferious  and  a  worldly  motive 
may  lead  to  many  of  the  fame  outward  actions.  For  this 
purpofe  let  me  aifc  you*,  whether  it  is  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  others,  that  makes  yon  watchful  of  yonr 
condn£t ;  or  a  tendernefs  of  your  own  reputation  ?  This 
may  be,  in  a  good  meafure,  difcemed  by  the  faithful  fearch 
and  trial  of  your  own  hearts ;  and  particularly  by  obferv- 
ing,  whether  the  injuries  and  reproaches  of  wicked  men 
excite  in  you  a  greater  refentment  of  the  offence,  or  com- 
panion for  their  folly.  Again,  1  would  afk  yon,  whether 
you  are  equally  confcientioDS  in  fuch  duties  as  may  be 
painful  and  troublefotne,  and  may  expofe  yon  to  the  re- 
proaches and  infults  of  the  ungodly,  as  in  thofe  that  im- 
mediately tend  to  your  outward  honor  and  credit  ?  I  have 
ihown  above,  that  it  is  neceffary  to  make  your  light  to 
fltine,  by  the  firft  as  well  as  the  lad.  Is  then  your  con- 
cern equal  and  impartial  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  your  fhrtion, 
whatever  they  are,  whether  agreeable  or  mortifying  10  the 
flefti  ?  or  are  you  moli  careful  when  you  will  reap  the 
greateft  prefent  reward  ?  By  examining  into  thefe  parti- 
culars, you  may  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the  purity  of  yocr 
intentions. 
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In  the  lad  place,  fuffer  me  to  improve  this  fubjeft,  by 
an  earned  exhortation  to  all  who  now  hear  me,  to  the 
pra&ice  of  the  duty  recommended  in  the  text,  to  "  make 
"  your  light  ihine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your 
"  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven." 
That  this  may  be  the  more  diftinlt  and  effectual,  I  (hall 
addrefs  it  to  three  different  clafies. 

Firft,  To  thofe  who  are  the  profeffed  advocates  of  good 
works.  Every  one  who  hath  any  experience  of,  or  com- 
merce with  the  world,  mud  know,  that  there  is  a  fet  of 
men  who  profefs  to  love  and  efteem  thofe  difcouries  only 
that  teach  and  recommend  good  works ;  and  that  in  order 
to  (late  a  diftin&ion  where  there  ought  to  be  none,  be* 
tween  the  truths  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  and  the  dodtrines 
of  morality.  I  intreat  all  of  you  to  confider  what  hath 
been  faid  of  the  great  extent  of  vifible  religion,  and  it  will 
have  a  greater  tendency  to  humble  you,  and  excite  you  to 
feek  the  fan&ifying  grace  of  God  as  the  fource  of  true  ho- 
linefs,  than  to  glory  in  the  excellence  or  perfedtion  of 
your  moral  charadter.  Take  heed  alfo,  that  you  fall  not 
into  the  fhameful  inconfiftency  too  common  in  the  world, 
of  being  the  ftrongeft  pleaders  for  moral  preaching,  and 
the  lead  tender  of  moral  practice.  What  a  (hame  and 
fcandal  is  it,  and  how  pitiful  in  the  eyes  of  thoie  who  un« 
derftand  what  true  and  unde filed  religion  is,  to  hear  one 
who  is  unwilling,  unable  or  afhamed  to  worihip  God  in  his 
own  family,  who  is  but  rarely  to  be  feen  in  the  public  at 
femblies  of  God's  people,  who  hardly  ever  gave  child  or 
fervant  a  ferious  advice,  but  whom  they  have  often  feen 
guilty  of  drunkennefs  and  excefs;  to  hear,  I  fay,  fuch  an 
one  rife  up  as  an  advocate  for  morality;  to  hear  him  cry- 
ing out,  morality  is  the  whole  of  religion ;  and  therefore 
that  he  cannot  endure  fuch  fluff  as  convi£tion  and  humi- 
liation, converfion  or  regeneration,  flying  to,  embracing, 
or  relying  upon  a  Saviour ;  phrafes  which,  among  too  ma- 
ny, are  now  going  into  defuetude;  whether  they  retain 
their  important  meaning,  I  (hall  leave  to  the  judgment  of 
another  day.  Nay,  I  am  afraid  we  might  produce  more 
infiances  than  one,  capable  of  faying,  upon  hearing  a  dii- 
courfe  of  the  love  of  God,  "  Such  things  are  pot  to  be  un- 
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•*  derftood  ;  'twere  pity  but  minifters  would  fatisfy  them- 
u  fclves  with  preaching  plain  morality ;"  as  if  the  love  of 
God,  which  is  the  fum  and  fubftance  of  the  moral  law, 
were  no  part  of  it  at  all.  To  fuch  may  it  not  juftty  be 
faid,  u  *  Thou  that  make  ft  thy  boaft  of  the  law,  through 
44  breaking  the  law  diflionoreft  thou  God  ?"  Let  all  fuch  of 
you,  therefore,  be  exhorted  to  aft  up  to  their  character, 
44  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life,  keep  the  commandments." 
But  be  fure  you  underftand  what  thefe  commandments 
are  :  and  then,  if  you  can  maintain  before  God,  who  is 
greater  than  your  hearts,  that  you  have  kept  thefe  perfedUy 
in  thought,  word  and  deed,  you  may  reft  your  falvation 
upon  it ;  for  it  not  only  was,  but  continues  to  be  a  certain 
truth,  that  "  the  man  who  doth  them  (hall  live  in  them." 
But  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  this  is  a  fource  of  life, 
by  far  too  deep  for  any  of  the  children  of  Adam  to  drav 
it  out. 

In  the  fecond  place,  I  would  addrefs  this  exhortation  to 
all  who  have,  or  profefs  to  have  a  high  cfteem  of  the  doc- 
trine of  Ghrift,  and  of  him  crucified.  Extremes  com- 
monly beget  one  another ;  and  fo  the  ill-founded  zeal 
which  defpifers  of  the  gofpel  fometimes  pretend  for  good 
works,  makes  others  ftate  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  them, 
and  makes  the  word  itfelf  to  have  an  unacceptable  found. 
But,  my  brethren,  beware  of  being  thus  overcome  of  evil. 
Remember  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  "  Let  your  light  fo 
41  fliinc  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good  works." 
Hear  alio  the  apoftle  Paul,  Ci  f  This  is  a  faithful  faying, 
4'  and  thefe  things  I  will  that  thou  affirm  conftantly,  that 
44  they  which  have  believed  in  God,  might  be  careful  to 
41  maintain  good  works."  You  cannot  more  effe&ually 
bring  a  reproach  on  that  holy  name  by  which  you  are  cal- 
led, and  in  which  you  glory,  than  by  being  enemies  in 
word  or  in  deed  to  holinefs  and  purity  of  converfation,  or 
by  not  being  even  apparently  and  vifibly  holy.  For 
though  you  mud  lay  your  account  with  the  reproach  of 
men,  and  hatred  of  the  world  in  many  cafes,  wo  is  pro- 
nounced againft  you,  if  you  do  not  ulove  them  that  hate 

*  Rom.  ii.  23.  t  Titus  iii.  8. 
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u  you,  and  blefs  them  that  perfecute  you."  Let  therefore 
your  converfation  be  without  offence.  Negleft  not  any 
part  of  your  duty  in  the  fight  of  the  world,  and  be  the 
more  watchful,  that,  on  account  of  your  profeffion,  they 
will  be  the  more  diligent  in  obferving,  and  the  more  fevere 
in  cenfuring  your  condudfc.  Whilft  therefore  you  remem- 
ber  that  faith  in  Chrift  is  the  only  fource  of  new  obedience, 
remember  alfo,  that  faith  without  works  is  dead,  being 
alone. 

In  the  lad  place,  I  would  addrefs  this  exhortation  to  all 
fuch  in  this  audience  as,  by  their  office  or  llation,  or  wealth 
or  charadter,  are  raifed  above  others.  You  will  furely  be 
fenfible  of  the  propriety  of  this  exhortation,  u  Let  your 
44  light  fo  Ihine  before  men,  that  they  may  fee  your  good 
44  works."  You  are  placed  in  a  confpicuous  fituation,  ex- 
pofed  to  public  view,  and  your  influence  will  be  great, 
whether  it  be  profitable  or  hurtful.  You  ought  not  to 
count  your  higher  ftation  in  life  a  favor  blindly  bellowed 
on  you  for  your  pleafure  only,  but  a  trull  committed  to 
you  for  which  you  mud  render  an  impartial  account.  How 
fhould  this  reprefs  and  reft  rain  all  vain-glorious  often* 
tation  of  the  temporary  differences  between  man  and 
man,  and  excite  to  a  diligent  improvement  of  your  talents 
againft  the  coming  of  your  Lord,  when  the  higheft  fhall  be 
upon  a  level  with  the  lowed.  I  hope  it  will  contribute  to 
enforce  the  exhortation,  that,  in  this  age,  the  declining 
fiate  of  religion  loudly  calls  for  the  afiiftance  of  all  to  its 
rivival,  but  particularly  for  eminent  and  fliining  exam- 
ples. How  hard  is  it,  that  when  vice  and  infidelity  have 
fo  many  advocates  in  writing  and  converfation,  there 
lhould  be  fo  few  exerting  themfelves  in  their  ftation  for 
the  promoting  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs !  And  let  none 
excufe  themfelves  for  their  own  neglect  of  duty,  by  throw- 
ing the  blame  upon  others,  and  holding  up  to  light  the 
floth  or  wickednefs  of  thofe  who  are  moft  eminently  guilty. 
Let  none  fay,  "  Alas,  my  fphere  of  ufefulnefs  is  very  nar- 
44  row,  my  influence  is  very  fmall ;  but  if  thofe  who  are 
44  in  more  eminent  ftations,  and  whofe  ftations,  give  them 
44  greater  weight,  would  but  exert  themfelves,  the  effect 
44  -would  be  fenfible."     Remember  your  ftations  are  juft 

Vol.  I.  3  Z 


*5« 


The  Nature  "ant  Extent,  &fe. 


a  m 

Vhat  God  hath  affigtled  jrou,  Wd  fir  thcfe,  tnd  tWe 
jjdone,  you  are  to  be  cklleil  to  aft  kcfcooht.  The  leftist 
Jxntant  they  are,  the  diiiies  afe  the  indreeafily  fidfiikd, 
ind  the  negleft,  in  one  fefpeflt  at  leiift,  (though  I  canrit 
*fay  in  all,)  more  criminal  and  inexcusable*  To  concuMe, 
liet  the  wife  and  powerful  magUhntqs,  mihifiers*  parents, 
and  heads  of  families,  be  diligtitt  ih  difchargiiig  the  dote 
incumbent  upon  them,  and  join  fcarneft  prdyer  to  God, 
that  he  would  arife  and  effeftually  plead  his  own  caufe. 
'Amen. 
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SERMON  16. 


Rev.  vii.  ij. 

Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  of  Gody  and  serve  him 

day  and  night  in  his  temple. — 

MY  brethren,  however  great  a  degree  of  corruption 
prevails  at  prefent  in  the  vifible  church,  the  very 
profeflion  of  every  Chriftian,  implies  a  renunciation  of  the 
world,  and  a  fixed  hope  of  a  better  Hate.  His  attendance 
upon  the  ordinances  of  God  on  earth,  is  in  order  to  fecure 
the  poffeffion,  and  prepare  himfelf  for  the  enjoyment  of  the 
heavenly  inheritance.  He  confefleth  that  he  is  a  ftranger 
and  pilgrim  on  the  earth ;  that  he  lives  by  faith,  and  not 
by  fight.  And,  therefore,  nothing  can  be  more  fuitable 
to  his  chara£ter ;  nothing  more  conducive  to  his  comfort, 
than  frequent  views  of  the  employment  and  happinefs  of 
the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect. 

And,  furely,  this  is  a  fubject  highly  proper  for  our  me- 
ditation on  the  evening  of  a  communion  Sabbath.  In  this 
ordinance,  you  have  had  the  price  paid*  for  this  glorious 
inheritance  fet  before  you  by  fymbolical  reprefentation, 
that  your  faith  in,  and  hope  of  the  pofieffion  of  it,  might 
be  the  more  confirmed.  In  the  inftitution  itfelf,  as  recorded 
by  the  apofile  Paul,  you  find  he  connects  the  commemo- 
ration of  the  fufferings  and  death  of  Chrift,  with  his  fecond 
appearance  in  glory,  i  Cor.  xi.  26.  "  For,  as  often  as  ye 
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44  eat  this  bread,  and  drink  this  cup,  ye  do  fliew  the  Lonf  i 
*•  death  till  he  come."    Nay,  our  Lord  himfelf  fceim  * 
have  had  his  heart  and  his  thoughts  in  heaven,  when  he 
left  this  memorial  of  his  pretence  on  earth,  as  appears  from 
Matth.  xxvi.  29.  u  But  I  fay  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink 
"  henceforth  of  this  fruit  of  the  vine,  until  that  day  when 
44  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father's  kingdom." 
And,  indeed,  we  have  his  own  example  in  this  firft  com* 
munion,  wherein  he  himfelf  was  the  adminiftrator,  for 
following  or  concluding  it  with  a  meditation  on  the  hea- 
venly happinefs ;  for  before  he  rofe  from  it,  he  begins  his 
excellent  confolatory  difcourfe  in  this  manner,  John  xb: 
1,2.  "Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
44  believe  alfo  in  me.     In  my  Father's  houfe  are  many 
44  manfions ;  if  it  were  not  fo,  I  would  have  told  you :  I 
41  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you." 

It  is  true,  indeed,  my  brethren,  our  knowledge  of  the 
future  glory  of  the  faints,  is  at  prefent,  extremely  imper- 
fect, and  mud  be  fo,  for  wife  reafons,  while  we  continue 
in  the  body.     There  are,  however,  feveral  different  views 
of  it  given  in  the  word  of  God,  highly  worthy  of  our  at- 
tention.    Amongft  others,  this  in  our  text,  that  they  arc 
before  the  throne  of  God>  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in 
his  temple.     That  thefe  words  are  to  be  underftood  of 
the  faints  in  heaven,  and  not  of  any  glorious  period  of 
the  church  on  earth,  or,  if  of  this  laft,  manifeftly  in  allufion 
to  the  former,  I  think  is  plain,  both  from  what  goes  be- 
fore,  and  what  follows  them ;  which  I  fhall  read  in  con- 
nexion, as  all  the  explication  of  the  text  that  is  neceffary, 
from  verfe  13.  "  And  one  of  the  elders  anfwered,  faying 
•*  unto  me,  what  are  thefe  which  are  arrayed  in  white 
44  robes  ?  and  whence  came  they  ?  and  I  faid  unto  him, 
44  Sir,  thou  knoweft.     And  he  faid  to  me,  thefe  are  they 
44  which  came  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  have  wafhed 
44  their  robes,  and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the 
4  "Lamb.     Therefore  are  they  before  the  throne  ef  God, 
44  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple  ;  and  he  that 
44  fitteth  on  the  throne  fhall  dwell  among  them ;  they 
44  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  third  any  more  ;  neither 
44  fhall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat ;  for  the  Lamb, 
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u  which  is  in  the  midft  of  the  throne,  (hall  feed  them,  and 
*  fliall  lead  them  unto  living  fountains  of  waters ;  and 
44  God  fhall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes." 

What  I  propofe  from  this  paffage,  at  prefent,  is,  through 
divine  affiftance,  to  illuftrate  a  little  to  you,  the  happinefs 
of  the  faints  in  perpetual  communion  with  God  in  his 
temple  above;  and  then  to  majte  fome  improvement  of  the 
fubject,  for  your  inftru&ion  and  direction  while  you  con- 
tinue here  below. 
« 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  then,-  I  am  to  illuftrate  a  little  to 
you  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  in  perpetual  communion 
with  God  in  his  temple  above.  And,  here,  obferve,  that 
though  I  have  faid  perpetual  communion  with  God,  and 
did  mean  it  of  his  immediate  worfhip  and  fervice,  I  did 
not  intend  to  affert,  that  they  are  at  no  time  employed  in 
a  different  manner,  or  in  work  which  may  be  called  by  a 
different  name.  What  variety  of  exercifes  may  be  pro- 
vided for  their  noble  and  vigorous  faculties,  in  the  nature 
or  works  of  God,  we  cannot  pretend  to  know.  As  the 
angels  are  called  u  miniftring  fpirits,  fent  forth  to  minifter 
44  to  them  who  are  heirs  of  falvation ;"  fo  we  know  not 
how  far  he  may  blefs  and  dignify  his  faints,  by  employ- 
ing them  in  the  adminiftration  of  fome  part  of  his  exten- 
five  dominion.  But  it  is  furely  juft  to  call  their  commu- 
nion with  God  in  his  worlhip  perpetual,  both  becaufe  of 
their  frequent  aftual  application  to  it,  and  becaufe  of  that 
conftant  adoration  of  foul  which  we  muft  fuppofe  will  Ac- 
company either  an  inveftigation  of  the  nature  and  works, 
or  an  execution  of  the  will  of  God.  It  is  alfo  well  war- 
ranted by  the  expreflion  in  the  text,  and  serve  him  day 
and  night  in  his  temple.  Now,  in  order  to  illuftrate  the 
worfhip  of  the  faints  in  heaven,  we  may  confider  it  in  two 
different  lights  :  Firft,  As  it  is  internal  and  spiritual. — 
Secondly,  As  it  is  external  and  sensible. 

Firft,  Let  us  confider  the  happinefs  of  the  faints,  in  that 
part  of  their  celeftial  worfhip,  which  is  internal  and  fpi- 
ritual ;  and,  in  general,  we  muft  frequently  recal  to  our 
minds  the  imperfeftion  of  our  prefent  discoveries,  and 
remember,  that  "  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor 
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u  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  oC  man  to  conceive  what 
"  the  Lord  hath  laid  up  for  them  that  love  him.*  There 
may,  for  any  thing  we  know,  be  difcoveries,  and  by  coo- 
fequence,  afta  of  worfhip,  and  difpofitions  of  mind  cor- 
responding  to  them,  totally  different  iq  kind  from  any 
thing  we  are  now  capable  of,  as  well  as  higher  in  "degree. 
Of  thefe  we  mud  be  abfolqtely  filent :  therefore,  all  th$ 
ihall  follow  upon  this  fubjeft,  is  founded  upon  the  foflow- 
ing  remark,  that  whatever  ads  of  worfhip.  we  have  new 
any  experience  of,  and  by  which  we  are  initiated,  fo  to 
foeak,  into,  and  trained  up  for  the  employment  of  heaven, 
wall  then  be  performed  to  far  greater  pcrfe&ion,  and  with 
infinitely  greater  joy. 

In  order  to  the  more  diftinft  confideration  of  this  fob? 
jecfc,  you  may  obferve,  that  all  the  afts  of  worfhip,  of 
which  we  are  now  capable,  may  be  reduced  to  the  four 
following  kinds :  Firft,  A£ts  of  adoration.  Secondly,  Of 
gratitude.  Thirdly,  Of  defire.  And,  Fourthly,  Of  truft 
and  fubje&ion. 

In  the  firft  place,  A6ls  of  adoration.  By  thefe,  as  dif? 
tinguiihed  from  the  others  mentioned,  I  underftand  the 
immediate  contemplation  of  the  glorious  excellence  of  the 
divine  nature,  and  the  exercife  of  thofe  affeftions  of  foul 
which  correfpond  to  it.  The  nature  of  God  is  difcovered, 
and  his  glory  exhibited  to  view,  in  all  his  works,  and  in 
all  his  ways.  And  he  is  the  proper  obje£t  of  the  higheft 
elteem,  the  deeped  admiration,  and  mod  ardent  love  of 
every  reafonable  creature,  for  what  he  is  in  himfelf,  inde- 
pendent of  any  inlereft  they  may  have,  or  hope  to  have 
in  his  favor.  Therefore  it  is  the  firft  duty  and  chief  end 
of  man  to  give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  that  is  due  unto 
his  name.  I  know  this  is  what  worldly  men,  who  live 
in  fin,  cannot  underftand,  and  therefore  are  apt  to  deride ; 
which  is  indeed  the  cafe  with  refpett  to  all  the  truths  of 
God,  confidered  in  their  full  extent,  and  as  refling  upoq 
their  proper  foundation ;  the  natural  man  cannot  receive 
them.  But  as  it  is  the  firft  commandment  of  the  law, 
44  Thou  fh*lt  worfhip  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only 
"  (halt  thou  ferve ;"  fo  it  is  the  leading  and  the  capital 
truth  taught  and  repeated  in  the  facred  pra,c)cs,  that  aU 
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things  were  made  for,  that  all  things  fhall  finally  tend  to; 
and  therefore  all  intelligent  creatures  ought,  fupremely, 
to  aim  at  the  glory  of  God. 

This  may  be  eafily  fupported  by  unprejudiced  reafon  ; 
for  what  can  be  more  juft  than  to  have  the  higheft  efteem 
of  the  higheft  excellence,  the  deepeft  admiration  of  bound  - 
lefs  and  fpotlefs  perfection,  and  a  fupreme  love  for  what  is 
infinitely  amiabje.  It  is  wholly  owing  to  the  corruption 
of  our  nature,  that  we  are  fo  little  fenfible  of  the  fin  of  ne- 
glecting this.  And,  indeed,  a  fhort  and  juft  defcription 
of  our  corruption  may  be  given  thus;  it  confifts  in  dethron- 
ing God,  and  fetting  up  felf  to  be  honored,  loved,  and 
ferved  in  his  room. 

But,  my  brethren,  every  real  Chriftian  has  been  re. 
covered  to  a  view  of  this  his  firft  obligation  as  a  creature  ; 
knows,  experimentally,  what  it  is,  fupremely,  to  honor 
the  living  and  true  God,  and  hath  a  peculiar  pleafure  in 
the  furvey  and  celebration  of  all  his  perfections.  All  fuch 
rejoice  in  his  dominion,  and  feel  a  fatisfaftion  in  it,  as 
infinitely  right  and  fit,  that  the  will  of  the  Lord  fhould  be 
done.  They  join,  in  their  manner,  on  earth,  with  the 
heavenly  hofts,  as  thus  reprefented,  Rev.  xi.  16,  17. 
44  And  the  four  and  twenty  elders,  which  fat  before  God 
u  on  their  feats,  fell  upon  their  faces,  and  worfhipped 
44  God,  faying,  we  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  Al- 
44  mighty,  which  art,  and  waft,  and  art  to  come,  becaufe 
41  thou  haft  taken  to  thee  thy  great  power,  and  haft  reign- 
44  ed."  Rev.  xix.  6.  u  And  I  heard,  as  it  were,  the  voice 
44  of  a  great  multitude,  and  as  the  voice  of  many  waters, 
"and  as  the  voice  of  mighty  thunderings,  faying,  Alleluia; 
44  for  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth."  But  how  in- 
comparably more  perfeCt,  and  more  joyful,  their  adorati- 
on of  God,  when  they  are  come  into  his  prefence !  then 
the  veil  (hall  be  drawn  afide  :  they  fhall  u  fee  him  face  to 
face ;"  they  fhall  "  know,  even  as  they  are  known."  In- 
ftead  of  thefe  comparatively  obfcure  hints  and  intimations, 
which  they  now  have  of  his  glory,  then,  the  whole  exten- 
sive plan  of  providence,  of  which  they  now  fee  only  a 
Tmall  detached  part,  fhall  be  opened  to  their  view  :  then 
fhall  they  fee  the  overthrow  and  fuhjeClion  of  the  pride 
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and  arrogance,  and  boafted  wifdom  of  man,  "  which  k 
"  foolifhncfs  with  God ;"  and  the  blefled,  happy  ifTue,  of 
thofe  various  trials  of  the  people  of  God*  which  formerly 
gave  them  fo  many  anxious  and  diftruftful  thoughts.  But 
why  do  I  mention  particulars,  when  all  the  effe£U  of  crea- 
ting {kill,  all  the  fruits  of  fupporting  and  preferving  good- 
nefs,  fhall  be  laid  before  them  ? 

And  is  there  not  fome  lover  of  Ghrift,  faying  here  with* 
in  himfelf,  why  do  you  not  mention  the  my  Aery  of  re- 
demption, *'  God  manifeded  in  the  flefti :"  in  this  the 
glory  of  God  eminently  (hines,  his  unequalled,  his  unri- 
valled glory.  That  this,  as  the  work  of  God,  (though  we 
can  hardly  keep  our  own  concerns  out  of  view)  fhall  be 
the  particular  theme  of  celeftial  praife,  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
and  is  evident  from  hence,  that  Chrift,  as  the  object  of 
worfliip,  is  reprefented,  as  appearing  there  like  a  Lamb 
that  had  been  flain. 

Once  more,  as  the  church  of  God,  at  prefent,  is  the 
mean  of  illullrating  his  wifdom  to  principalities  and  pow- 
ers, or  to  the  angelic  hods,  which  we  learn  from  Eph.  iii. 
io.  "  To  the  intent  that,  now,  unto  the  principalities  and 
"  powers,  in  heavenly  places,  might  be  known  by  the 
"  church  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God ;"  fo  the  order  and 
government  of  thefe  fuperior  intelligences  fhall  be  opened 
to  the  view  of  the  faints  in  glory.  In  the  profpett  of  all 
this,  they  fhall  fay,  Rev.  xv.  3.  " — Great  and  marvellous 
44  are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  juft  and  true  are 
44  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  faints."  With  what  exultation 
of  foul,  then,  with  what  fervor  of  adoring  wonder,  and  ad- 
miring love,  fhall  they  celebrate  the  divine  glory !  As 
they  fhall  be  wholly  freed  from  every  degree  of  finful  and 
felfifh  bias,  they  fhall  feel  the  cleared  conviction  of  the 
obligation  of  their  duty,  and  difcharge  it  by  a  free  uncon- 
ftrained  impulfe  of  foul :  for  the  fame  reafon,  the  pica- 
fure  arifing  from  it  will  be  fo  much  the  more  pure  and 
unmixed,  that  it  is  not  aimed  at  on  its  own  account,  nor 
purchafed  by  any  compliance  that  might  but  feem  to  have 
a  mercenary  view. 

In  the  fecond  place,  Let  us  confider  the  celeftial  wor- 
fliip,  as  confiding  in  a&s  of  gratitude  and  praife.     And, 
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here  obfcrve,  that  though  I  have  confidered  the  difinter- 
died  love  of  God,  and  the  humble  adoration  of  his  own 
matchlefs  inherent  excellence,  as  firft  both  in  order  and 
dignity,  which  it  ought  to  be,  this  does  not  take  away,  or 
fupercede  afts  of  thankfgiving,  but  rather  lays  the  jufteft 
and  nobleft  foundation  for  their  exercife ;  becaufe  it  fub- 
je&s  the  creature  to  the  Creator ;  keeps  its  dependance 
and  obedience  continually  in  view,  and  greatly  inhances 
the  favors  be  (lowed  by  fuch  a  hand,  and  upon  fuch  ob- 
jects. Gratitude  for  the  goodnefs  of  God,  is  what,  furely, 
we  may  have  fome  conception  of,  even  in  this  ftate,  in 
which  he  loads  us  with  his  benefits,  and  in  which  every 
moment  of  our  continuance  is  a  proof  and  evidence  of  his 
patience  and  forbearance.  The  faints  efpecially,  who 
have  learned  not  only  to  difcern  and  confefs  the  hand  that 
fuftains  them,  but  to  acknowledge  God,  as  the  God  of 
their  falvation,  mud  underftand  what  it  is  to  praife  him 
for  his  mercies. 

But  how  much  louder  muft  the  voice  of  praife  be  in 
heaven  than  in  earth  ?  The  mercies  for  which  they  give 
praife  are  incomparably  greater ;  fo  is  alfo  the  uniformity 
and  fecurity  of  their  poffeffion.  What  is  the  richeft  and 
moft  gorgeous  attire,  the  mod  fumptuous  and  delicate 
fare,  which  this  world  can  afford,  compared  with  thofe 
rivers  of  pleafures  which  are  at  God's  right  hand  ?  How 
impeffeft  are  all  the  enjoyments  of  this  ftate,  by  reafon  of 
the  fufferings  and  forrows  that  are  mingled  with  them  ? 
We  are  apt  to  envy  one  another  through  ignorance ;  but 
the  man  liveth  not  on  earth,  who  hath  not  fome  forrows 
to  allay  his  profperity,  except,  perhaps,  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, when  the  mind  is  ingroiTed,  and,  as  it  were,  intox* 
icated  with  fome  late  acquifition.  Our  prefent  chara&er  is 
fuch  as  doth  not  admit  of  perfedl  happinefs.  Here  muft 
be  the  fire  of  affliction  to  purge  away  the  drofs  of  fin. 
But,  in  the  world  to  come,  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  it 
perfect  and  unmixed,  for  the  people  fhall  be  all  righteous. 
So  it  is  faid,  in  the  words  immediately  following  the  text ; 
44  They  fhall  hunger  no  more,  neither  thirft  any  rhore, 
**  neither  (hall  the  fun  light  on  them,  nor  any  heat.  And, 
m  Rev.  xxi.  3,  4.  And  I  heard  a  great  voice  out  of  hea- 
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"  yen,  faying,  Behold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men, 
"  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,  and  they  fhall  be  his  peo- 
"  pie,  and  God  himfelf  fhall  be  with  them,  and  be  their 
"  God:  and  God  (hail  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their 
"  eyes ;  and  there  (hall  be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow, 
"  nor  crying,  neither  fhall  there  be  any  more  pain ;  for 
41  the  former  things  are  paffed  away."  The  precariout 
nefs  of  our  prefent  enjoyments  greatly  diminifhes  their 
value  ;  they  are  very  uncertain  in  their  own  nature,  and 
our  continuance  with  them  is  equally  fo.  But,  in  heaven, 
there  fhall  be  no  more  death,  die  inhabitants  fhall  go  no 
more  out :  and  their  enjoyments  fhall  be  fuch  as  can  nei- 
ther wafte  nor  change.  How  animated,  then,  mufl  be 
the  praifes  of  the  higher  houfe,  efpecially  when  the  reflec- 
tion  upon  the  wretchednefs  and  precarioufnefs  of  their 
pad  flate  mud  fo  greatly  improve  their  fenfe  of  the  riches 
and  fecurity  of  the  prefent  ?  Let  me  fuppofe  a  cafe,  which, 
indeed,  happens  every  day,  though  the  effect  of  it  is  not 
fully  difcernable  by  us ;  fuppofe  a  poor  Chriflian,  per- 
haps,  poor  in  this  world,  but  certainly  poor  in  fpirit,  who 
hath  long  flruggled  with  the  evils  of  life,  who  hath  pa- 
tiently endured  the  infulting  language  and  difdainful  eye 
of  the  proud  and  profperous,  nay,  which  is  far  worfe,  hath 
been  diftrefTed  with  many  anxious  fears  concerning  his 
own  future  flate ;  fuch  an  one,  taken  from  the  world, 
how  amazing,  how  blefTed  the  change !  from  an  earthly 
cottage,  to  a  throne  of  glory ;  from  a  defpifing  world,  to 
an  approving  God ;  from  a  frail,  difeafed,  dying  body,  to 
everlafting  flrength,  and  undecaying  beauty  !  how  mufl 
his  mouth  be  filled  with  praifes,  when  the  days  of  his 
mourning  are  for  ever  ended  ? 

But  that  which  efpecially  ferves  to  enliven  the  praifes 
of  the  faints  in  heaven  is,  their  fenfe  of  their  own  unwor- 
thinefs  as  fmners :  this  it  is  which  makes  all  the  gifts  of 
God  of  feven-fold  value,  they  are  all  of  free  unmerited 
grace  and  mercy.  Redemption !  Redemption  is  the 
theme  of  the  praifes  of  heaven,  Rev.  i.  5.  "Unto  him  that 
"  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from  our  fins  in  his  own  blood. 
u  Rev.  v.  9.  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying  thou  art 
14  worthy  to  take  die  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof; 
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u  for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
u  blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
••  and  nation.'*  Redemption  is,  at  prefent,  carelefsly 
fought  after  and  coldly  acknowledged ;  but  then  (hall  they 
know  the  guilt  they  have  contrafted,  the  hell  they  have 
efcaped,  the  glory  which  they  poflefs,  and  the  price  at 
which  it  was  bought.  Oh,  my  brethren  !  how  light  a 
fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin  has  the  mod  humbled  penitent  now, 
compared  to  what  he  fhall  have  in  heaven  !  how  light  a 
fenfe  W  the  mifery  of  the  impenitent,  compared  tg  what 
he  fhall  have  after  he  has  heard  their  fentence  pronounced 
by  the  judge,  and  feen  them  go  away  into  everlafting  pu- 
nifhment !  how  fmall  a  value  docs  he  put  upon  the  gift  of 
God,  eternal  life,  till  he  tafteof  it !  and  how  weak  is  his 
love  to  God  in  Chrift,  whilft  it  is  only  kindled  by  faith, 
compared  to  what  it  fhall  be,  when  he  fees  the  Lamb  flairt 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world ! 

In  the  third  place,  Let  us  confider  the  celeftial  worfliip, 
as  confiding  in  afts  of  defire.  There  is  much  of  this  in 
the  difpofition  of  the  people  of  God  on  earth,  they  fay  with 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  ch.  xxvi.  8.  "  The  defire  of  our  foul 
44  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance  of  thee."  And 
as  every  agreeable  objedt  is  the  more  defired,  the  more  it 
is  known ;  fo  the  clear  difcovery  that  is  made  in  heaven, 
of  the  glory  and  excellence  of  God,  and  the  delightful 
communications  of  his  love,  mud  ftill  increafe  our  defire 
of  further  and  further  degrees  of  it ;  and  there  is  a  fulnefs, 
both  in  the  divine  nature  and  benignity,  that  can  never 
be  exhauded  :  Earthly  things,  indeed,  to' which  we  often, 
through  ignorance,  affix  an  erroneous  and  exceffivc  value, 
the  more  they  are  known,  are  often  the  lefs  efteemed; 
but  this  can  never  take  place  where  the  objeft  cannot  be 
efteemed  in  proportion  to  its  worth,  becaufe  its  worth  can 
never  be  completely  difcovered.  Perhaps  it  may  be 
thought  improper  to  include  defire  among  the  a&s  of  cele- 
ilial  worfhip,  as  there  the  happy  fouls  fhall  be  fo  fully  gra- 
tified, in  every  holy  inclination,  as  to  leave  no  room  for 
any  further  demand.  But  we  muft  confider  that  there 
lhall  be  room  for  an  everlafting  progreflive  improvement 
to  every  finite  creature ;  and  the  gradual  enlargement  of 
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their  capacity  (hall  make  way  for  tbefe  further  communi- 
cations of  divine  love. 

There  fhall,  indeed,  be  no  fuch  defire,  as  implies  any 
anxious  or  impatient  craving.  This  is,  ordinarily,  pro- 
duced by  doubt,  or  difficulty  of  fupply,  which  can  have  no 
place  here ;  but  there  may,  neverthelefs,  be  fuch  defire  as 
leads  to,  and  prepares  for,  the  continuance  or  increafc  of 
enjoyment.  It  is  natural,  indeed,  for  us,  from  our  pre- 
fent  experience,  to  conceive  that  defire  muft  weaken  or 
leffen  with  pofTeflion,  as  it  is  chiefly  kept  up  by  variety 
and  novelty,  a  love  of  which  feems  to  be  fo  eflential  to, 
and  powerful  in  the  human  nature*  To  remove  this  ap- 
prehenfion,  I  obferve  thefe  two  things,  Firft,  That  in  the 
infinity  of  the  divine  perfections  and  works,  there  is  fuf- 
ficient  diverfity  to  employ  and  gratify  a  finite  creature, 
through  all  eternity ;  fo  that  if  it  pleafe  God  to  continue, 
after  the  refurre&ion,  a  love  of  novelty,  or  any  difpofuion 
fimilar  to  it,  he  is  well  able  to  provide  it  with  proper  ex- 
ercife. 

But,  fecondfy,  It  appears  highly  probable,  that  the  love 
of  change,  fo  obfervable  in  human  nature,  is  more  owing 
to  the  vanity  of  created  enjoyments,  than  any  thing  ef- 
fential  to  us,  as  rational  fpirits ;  and,  therefore,  when  we 
enjoy  the  fubltance  inftead  of  the  fhadow,  the  Creator  in- 
llead  of  the  creature,  the  caufe  being  gone,  the  efFeft  will 
ceafe  of  courfe.  And,  to  confirm  this,  we  may  obferve, 
that  novelty  is  not  an  eflential  qualification  of  what  pleafes 
us ;  for  habit  often  creates  as  ftrong  or  ftronger  attach- 
ment  to  what  we  have  long  known,  than  the  charms  of 
novelty  to  what  is  untried  :  enjoyment  therefore  may,  in 
fome  cafes,  excite  defire.  And  if  this  is  the  cafe,  fume- 
limes,  on  earth,  there  is  all  reafon  to  think  it  will  be  al- 
ways fo  in  heaven.  May  I  not  juft  add,  that  we  find, 
from  our  prefent  impeffeft  experience,  that  a  life  of  hope 
and  atlivity,  when  there  is  fuitable  encouragement  and 
luccefs,  from  time  to  time,  is  the  mod  agreeable  of  any 
that  can  be  conceived.  How  delightful  then  muft  be  both 
the  habitual  and  a&ual  dc fires  of  the  faints  in  glory,  point* 
ed  at  the  worthiest  objecls,  and  not  only  allured  of,  but 
ConlLntly  rewarded  with,  complete  fatisfa&ion  ! 
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In  the  fourth  and  laft  place,  Let  us  confider  the  celeftial 
toorfhip,  as  confuting  in  a&s  of  truft  and  fubje&ion.  I 
join  them  together,  becaufe  they  are  very  much  involved 
in,  and  founded  upon  one  another.  And  I  have  men- 
tioned  them  laft,  becaufe  the  iflue  of  every  ferious  exercife 
of  a  believer's  foul,  of  every  att  of  communion  with  God, 
is  ordinarily  his  being  brought  to  a  compofed  truft,  com- 
placency, and  acquiefcence  in  God,  as  his  fatisfying  por- 
tion ;  and  a  confccration  of  himfclf  and  his  all  to  God  in 
obedience  and  fubmiffion.  And  hotv  infinitely  more  com- 
plete, as  well  as  joyful,  mud  the  truft  and  fubmiffion  of 
the  faints  be  in  heaven  than  or  earth  !  If  even  here  they 
fay,  "  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him.  It  it 
"  the  Lord,  let  him  do  what  feemeth  him  good ;"  how 
much  more  reafon  have  they  to  put  an  unfhaken  truft  in 
Cod,  when  they  have  tafted  the  fruits  of  his  love,  and  re- 
ceived the  proof  of  his  faithfulnefs,  in  the  adtual  pofltffion 
of  his  promifes  ?  as  the  Pfalmift  fays,  Pfal.  ix.  10.  "  They 
"  that  know  thy  name  will  put  their  truft  in  thee.9' 

Thus  clear  difcoveries  of  God's  nature,  and  extenfive 
views  of  his  works  and  ways,  muft  eftablifh  them  in  & 
cheerful  dependance  on  his  unchangeable  truth.  And, 
O,  with  what  a  readinefs,  or  rather  with  what  pleafure  and 
alacrity,  will  they  refign  themfelves  to  his  will,  and  confe- 
crate  themfelves  to  his  fervice !  There  will  then  be  no  re- 
mains of  the  carnal  mind  to  refufe  obedience,  or  of  an  im- 
patient murmuring  fpirit,  to  complain  under  the  yoke ; 
but  they  will  be  as  the  angels,  his  minifters  to  do  his  plea- 
fure, ready  at  his  call,  and  earneftly  coveting  employment* 
Obedience  will  be  their  prevailing  inclination,  and  the  for- 
mal expreflion,  and  tender  of  it,  to  their  God  and  Redeem* 
er,  will  be  apart  of  their  a&ual  fervice. 

And,  now,  to  conclude  this  head,  you  may  obferve,  that 
I  could  not  avoid,  in  illuftraling  the  w  or  (hip  of  the  faints 
in  heaven,  frequently  to  bring  in  view  their  habitual  frame 
and  conftant  employment ;  but  1  hope  this  is  not  altoge- 
ther improper ;  for  there  is  not,  by  far,  fo  great  a  differ- 
ence between  their  ads  of  worfhip,  and  their  ordinary 
v/ork,  as  between  ours  on  earth.  They  run  into  one  ano- 
ther and  are  very  much  of  a  fimilar  nature  ;  they  are  fha- 
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dowed  forth,  but  very  faintly,  in  the  ftate  of  that  man  on 
earth,  who  walks  with  God  all  the  day  long-  As  his  life 
is  a  conftant  courfe,  either  of  vocal  or  mental  worfhip,  fo, 
in  a  higher  degree,  they  are  before  the  throne  ofGod%  and 
serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple. 

Let  us,  now,  in  the  fecond  place,  confider  the  worfliip 
of  the  faints  in  heaven,  as  it  is  external  and  fenfible. 
That  there  is  fomething  even  external  and  fenfible  in  it, 
ncceflarily  follows  from  the  refurreftion  of  the  body,  which 
is  fo  important  a  part  of  the  Chriftian  do&rine  :  for 
though  the  bodies  with  which  the  faints  fhall  be  clothed 
at  the  refurreftion,  (hall  exceedingly  differ  from  their  grofs 
bodies,  in  fplendor  and  beauty,  and,  particularly,  fhall  fo 
far  excel  them  in  purity,  as  to  be  termed  by  the  apoflle 
Paul  1  Cor.  xv.  44,  u  Spiritual  bodies ;"  yet,  if  they  be 
body  or  matter  at  all,  they  mud  be  limited  to  fome  place, 
and  have  an  external  and  fenfible  form.  The  fame  thing 
appears  from  that  beautiful  paffage  in  the  book  of  Job,  cli. 
xix.  25.  "  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,  and  that 
44  he  fhall  ftand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the  earth." 

Further,  though  we  are,  no  doubt,  taught,  in  fcripture, 
to  confider  heaven  more  as  a  nature  than  a  place,  yet  there 
is  evident  foundation,  from  feveral  expreffions,  to  fuppofe 
that  there  is  fome  portion  of  the  works  of  God  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  and  adorned  with  fuch  a  vifible  glory,  as  is 
proper  to  affetl  the  imaginations  of  created  beings.  Thus 
there  is  mention  made  of  the  third  heaven,  the  higheft 
heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens.  See  alfo  Rev.  xxi.  1,  2. 
"  And  I  law  a  new  heaven,  and  a  new  earth  ;  for  the  firft 
"  heaven  and  the  firft  earth  were  pafTed  away  ;  and  there 
"  was  no  more  fea;  and  I  John  faw  the  holy  city,  new 
"  Jjrufalcm,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven,  pre- 
"  pared  as  a  bride  adorned  for  her  hufband."  And  from 
the  19th  verfe  of  that  chapter  to  the  end,  it  is  defcribed 
in  fuch  terms,  as  naturally  fugged  to  us  the  greateft  glory 
and  magnificence. 

This  is  the  temple  of  God  in  which  his  fervants  fhall 
ferve  him,  in  which  we  may  fuppofe  the  general  affembly 
of  the  church  of  the  firft  born  meet  together,  for  the  joint 
celebration  of  their  Creator  and  Redeemer's  praife.     But 
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as  to  a  more  particular  account,  either  of  the  place  or  man- 
ner  of  the  worlhip  there  performed,  it  were  more  eafy  to 
form  amufing  and  curious  (peculations,  than  to  fix  upon 
any  thing  folid  and  certain.  In  this,  as  indeed  in  every 
other  part  of  the  heavenly  ftate  and  employment,  compa- 
rative reflections  are  moll  to  be  depended  on.  And  fare- 
ly,  if  in  this  lower  world,  and  that  part  of  the  creation 
which  is  at  prefent  fubjedted  to  our  view,  there  is  fo  much 
order  and  beauty,  fo  much  fplendor  and  magnificence, 
though  it  be  the  abode  of  guilty  creatures,  under  manifeft 
tokens  of  divine  difpleafure,  what  muft  be  the  unclouded 
luftre  and  perfc£t  beauty,  of  that  place  where  the  glory 
of  almighty  God  is  peculiarly  difplaycd,  and  which  was 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  the  obje&s  of  his  fpecial  love, 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world  ?  If  the  feveral  fenfes, 
with  which  we  are  now  endued,  are  capable  of  affording 
us  fo  exquifite  a  pleafure  in  their  prefent  gratification,  not- 
withflanding  their  apparent  diforder,  how  high  and  ravifh- 
ing  a  delight  may  they  communicate  when  they  are  re- 
fined and  purified,  furnifhed  with  their  proper  objefis, 
and  freed  from  that  infatiablenefs,  and  tendency  to  excefs, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  fin,  the  evidence  of  a  corrupted  frame, 
and  which  as  a  mixture  of  gall,  poifons  every  worldly  joy  ? 
It  is  worth  obfervation,  lip  on  this  fubjeft,  that  the  happi- 
nefs  of  the  faints  is  many  times  defcribed  in  fcripture,  by 
their  external  circumftances  and  pofition,  fo  to  fpeak,  and 
by  fenfible  gratifications ;  as  by  fitting  upon  thrones,  at  the 
right  hand  of  God ;  by  a  city  highly  adorned ;  by  a  river 
of  water  of  life  ;  a  tree  of  life,  bearing  twelve  manner  of 
fruits.  And  his  fervice  is  defcribed  by  the  melody  of  fongs 
of  praife,  and  even  by  inflrumental  mufic,  Rev.  xv.  2. 
where  mention  is  made  of  the  harps  of  God.  Now,  though 
God  forbid  that  we  fhould  underftand  thefe  expreffions  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  fuppofe  that  the  enjoyments  of  the 
faints  above  have  any  thing  in  them  refembling  the  grofs- 
nefs  of  prefent  fenfual  indulgence,  yet  we  may,  with  fafe- 
ty,  conclude,  that  as  the  body  fhall  then  join  in  the  fer- 
vice of  God,  it  fhall  be  inflrumental  in  perceiving  the 
pleafure  of  it  5  and  that  a  fenfe  and  perception  of  the 
beauty  and  grandeur  of  that  temple  of  the  living  God,  in, 
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which  they  offer  up  their  celeflial  facrifices,  ftiall  increafe 
and  enliven  their  gratitude  to,  and  adoration  of  him,  who, 
railed  the  glorious  fabric. 

But  the  external  circumftance,  which,  in  my  apprehen. 
fern,  will  contribute  mod  to  the  delight  and  happinefs  of 
the  faints,  in  their  heavenly  worfhip,  will  be  their  union 
and  fociety  in  it.  Man  is  evidently  framed  for  deriving 
his  chief  happinefs  in  this  (late  from  fociety.  It  never 
was,  and  never  will  be  good  for  man  to  live  alone.  So- 
cial worfhip  is  peculiarly  acceptable  to  God,  as  might  be 
ftewn  from  many  paffages  of  fcripture,  Math,  xviii.  19, 
20.  •*  Again,  I  fay  unto  you,  that  if  two  of  you  fhall  agree 
**  on  earth,  as  touching  any  thing  that  they  (hall  aft,  it 
*  fliall  be  done  for  them  of  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 
u  For  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in  my 
41  name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them."*  Pfal.  Ixxxvii. 
2.  u  The  Lord  loveth  the  gates  of  Zion,  more  than 
•c  all  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.'*  And  doth  not  the  expe- 
rience of  every  one  of  thofe  who  love  the  habitation  of 
God's  houfe,  and  the  place  where  his  honor  dwelleth, 
teftify  what  an  elevation  of  foul,  and  enlargement  of  heart, 
they  obtain  by  mingling  their  voices  in  his  praife  ?  As 
united  fires  brighten  each  others  blaze,  as  many  concord- 
ant founds  make  the  finer  harmony,  fo  the  union  of  ma- 
ny hearts  in  divine  worfhip,  makes  the  higher  fpiritual 
melody,  not  only  more  grateful  to  God,  but  more  delight- 
ful tothemfelves.  The  pleafure  of  this  is,  indeed,  great- 
ly allayed  on  earth,  by  a  mixture  of  difcordant  notes  (to 
continue  the  former  allufion)  of  enemies  with  friends. 
But  allow  me  to  make  a  fuppofition,  that  all  within  thefe 
walls,  this  evening,  were  perfeftly  upright  with  God,  and 
that  our  mutual  fincerity  were  perfectly  known  to  each 
other,  what  inexpreflible  fervency  and  rapture  of  fpirit, 
would  it  give  to  every  one,  in  firiging  the  praifes  of  God 
and  of  the  Lamb,  to  confider  himfelf  as  joined  with  fuchi 
number  of  pure,  holy,  blefTed,  redeemed  fouls  ?  But  how 
much  beyond  conception  will  this  be  increafed,  when  we 
meet  with  the  innumerable  company  of  the  redeemed 
above,  and  all  our  pious  fathers,  who%  many  ages  before 
this,  fcrved  our  common  Mafler ;  many,  we  hope,  who 
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ept  holy  days,  in  this  very  place,  and  whofe  bodies  now 
eep  in  the  duft  under  our  feet,  and  around  us ;  nay, 
hen  all,  from  the  eaft  and  from  the  well,  (hall  be  com* 
lately  gathered  in,  when  every  heart  (hail  agree  vvitheve- 
f  tongue,  and  falvation  to  the  Lamb  lhall  be  the  univer- 
J,  delightful,  repeated,  acclamation?  There  are  two 
adages  of  fci  ipture  which  fpeak  of  the  multitude,  and  em- 
loyment  of  this  glorious  company,  which  ought  never  to 
1  read  without  a  holy  and  delightful  reverence,  lie  v.  v. 
,15.  "  And  they  fang  a  new  fong,  faying,  thou  art 
worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof: 
for  thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy 
blood,  out  of  every  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  people, 
and  nation  ;  and  the  four  beails  faid  Amen.  And  the 
four  and  twenty  elders  fell  down,  and  worfhipped  him 
that  iiveth  for  ever  and  ever."  Rev.  vii.  9, 12.  u  After 
this,  I  beheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude,  which  no  man 
could  number,  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  people, 
and  tongues,  flood  before  the  throne,  and  before  the 
Lamb,  clothed  with  white  robes,  and  palms  in  their 
hands ;  faying,  Amen,  bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wifdom, 
and  thankfgiving,  and  honor,  and  power,  and  might, 
be  unto  our  God,  forever  and  ever.  Amen.9' 

I  proceed,  now,  to  conclude  the  fubjeft,  by  fome  prac- 
;al  improvement  of  what  has  been  faid.  And  can  we 
fufe  to  begin,  by  praifing  God  for  his  unfpeakable  love, 
id  matchlefs  condefcenfion  ?  The  whole  work  of  our 
dem  prion  is  wonderful ;  but,  in  a  particular  manner, 
e  conclufion  of  it :  that  we  fhould  not  only  have  our 
othes  wafhed  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  but  fhould  be 
fore  the  throne  of  God,  and  serve  him  day  and  night  in 
s  temple.  At  the  dedication  of  the  temple  of  Solomon, 
at  wife  and  pious  prince  breaks  out  into  an  ex  predion 
holy  admiration  and  aftonifhment,  and  fays,  2  Chron. 
.  18.  "  But  will  God  in  very  deed  dwell  with  men  on 
the  earth  ?  Behold,  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens 
cannot  contain  thee  ;  how  much  lefs  this  houfe  which  I 
have  built  ?"  How  much  greater  reafon  have  we  to  fay, 
len  recollecting  our  guilt  and  unwoithinefs,  ''and  ihall 
Vol.  I.  4  B 
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"  men  in  very  deed  dwell  with  God  in  heaven  ?"  How 
amazing  the  diftance  !  how  glorious  the  dwelling  and 
employment !  and  how  mean  the  invited  guefts !  Let 
us  take  confufion  of  face  to  ourfelves,  mod  acknowledge, 
that  this  cannot  be  accounted  for,  but  by  the  propitiation 
and  purchafe  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  as  the  only  foun- 
dation of  our  hope.  Let  us,  in  the  view  of  every  privi- 
lege, renew  the  exercife  of  faith  in  him,  as  giving  ui  a 
title  to  it ;  and,  oh  this  occafion,  particularly,  beg  of 
him  to  lead  us,  by  his  Spirit,  through  all  the  neceflary 
fteps  of  previous  preparation,  and  at  laft  receive  us  into 
his  glory. 

In  the  fecond  place,  from  what  has  been  faid,  yon  may 
fee  the  importance  and  benefit  of  the  worihip  and  fervice 
of  God  on  earth.  If  this  (late  is  a  ftate  of  trial  and  prepa- 
ration for  that  which  is  to  follow  it,  and  the  worihip  of 
God  is  fo  great  a  part  of  the  employment,  and  fo  great  a 
fource  of  the  happinefs  of  the  faints  above,  it  is  plain  that 
his  worfhip  on  earth  muft  be  of  the  higheft  ufefulnefs.  It 
is  not  only  an  unqueftionable  duty,  but  it  is  manifeftly 
necelTary  to  fit  us  tor,  and  habituate  us  to  the  heavenly 
exercife.  It  is  plain  from  the  whole  analogy  of  provi- 
dence, that  a  preparation  of  nature  is  necelTary  for  the 
pofleffion  and  enjoyment  of  any  ftate.  "We  fee,  even  in 
natural  things,  that  Cowing,  and  a  long  time  of  gradual 
nourifliment,  is  neceflary  to  the  ftrength  and  coniiftency 
of  any  plant  or  tree  ;  and  that,  according  to  the  feed,  lb  is 
the  production.  This  the  apoftle  very  ftrongly  applies, 
Gal.  vi.  7.  "Be  not  deceived;  God  is  not  mocked;  for 
"  whatfoever  a  man  foweth,  that  (hall  he  alfo  reap." — 
Thofe  that  expeft  to  ferve  God  in  his  temple  above,  muft 
be  habituated  to  ferve  him  in  his  church  on  earth.  Thit 
is  the  feed-time  ;  then  is  the  harveft.  The  houfe  of  God 
is  the  place  both  of  the  birth  and  nourifliment  of  his  peo- 
ple, Pfal.  lxxxvii.  5.  "And  of  Zion  it  fliall  be  faid,  this 
"  and  that  man  was  born  in  her ;  and  the  Higheft  himfclf 
"  fhall  eftablifli  her." 

Therefore  fuffer  me,  my  brethren,  to  reprove  the  fin, 
and  mow  the  danger  of  thofe,  who  altogether  negleft  and 
defpife  the  woi&ub  ot  God.    If  chance,  imitation,  curio- 
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brought  to  this  audience,  any 

if  the  worlhip  of  God,  I  hereby 

■    /,  that,  unlefs  they  change  their 

aven  they  mall  never  dwell,  be- 

!hey  do  not  love.     It  is  both  the 

Ihe  degeneracy  of  many  in  this  age, 

Jnto  a  neglect  and  contempt  of  the 

J6 ;  that,  in  their  notions  of  religion, 

m  at  all,  they,  in  a  great  meafure,  leave 

JFheir  Maker,  and  confine  it  only  to  a 

Xry  offices  due  from  one  man  to  another. 

jfleed,  plainly  mows  the  weaknefs  and  fee- 

.*  virtues  that  are  not  enlivened  and  anima- 

«owards  God ;  and  that  it  is  as  poflible  to  up- 

/erftruclure,  by  taking  away  the  foundation, 

J  the  vigor  and  verdure  of  the  branches  of  a  tree, 

.ling  ihem  from  the  root,  as  to  preferve  and  fe- 

y  regularity  of  conduft,  without  a  principle  of 

life,  of  vital,  fpiritual  union  with  God  through 

.  But  what,  in  a  particular  manner,  mows  the  folly 

.11  fuch,  is  their  relation  to  eternity.     Suppofing  their 

.tftice  were  every  way  fit  and  proper  for  this  world, 

iw  does  it  agree,  with  the  employment  of  heaven  ?  Doth 

lot  confeience  tell  you,  that  you  have  neither  right  nor 

■elifli,  nor  even  capacity  for  it,  and,  by  neceflary  conle- 

juence,  are  under  a  fentence  of  condemnation,  "  children 

'  of  wrath,  and  heirs  of  hell ."'  for  there  is  no  middle  ftate. 

[  befeech  you  therefore,  nay,  obteft  you,  in  the   mod 

blemn  manner,  that  you  henceforth  honor  God  in  his 

loufe  and  ordinances,  if  you  expeft  that  ever  he  mould 

lonor  you :  and,  remember,  that  this  warning,  which  you 

lave  received  by  the  wife  difpofal  of  bis  providence,  will 

x  an  aggravation  of  your  guilt,  if  you  neglett  and  def- 

pife  it. 

I  cannot  help,  alio,  upon  this  occafion,  putting  you  in 
mind  of  the  negle£ted  duty  of  worlhipptng  God  in  your 
families.  Thefe  fmaller  focieties,  in  which  the  members 
ire  connected  by  the  ftrongeft  ties,  and  ftand  in  the  near- 
:ft  and  molt  endearing  relations  to  one  another,  how  pro- 
per are  they  for  the  joint  worlhip  of  Cod  ?  and  how  great 
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is  the  fin  of  neglefting  it  ?  How  can  yon  raped  *ny  thing 
elfe,  but  oither  an  angry  Providence,  or  hardening  and 
fiupifying  profperity,  which  is  infinitely  worfe,  unlet 
you  cull  on  the  name  of  God  ?  whereas,  by  mingling  your 
voices  in  his  praifes  on  earth,  you  prepare  yourfcives  far 
his  fervice  in  heaven.  I  cannot  go  through  all  the  exert- 
fes  offered  for  this  negleft ;  but  wo  ihall  be  to  that  nan, 
who  is  too  bofy,  too  proud,  or  too  modeft,  to  worfhip,  in 
his  family,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  who 
made  him  by  his  power,  and  upholds  him  by  his  provi- 
dence. 

In  the  third  place,  Let  me  improve  this  fubjeQ  for  die 
trial  of  thofe  whofe  flate  is  more^doubtftil.  However  many 
open  enemies  there  are  to  religion  in  thefe  days,  it  is  to 
be  lamented,  that  there  are  many  alfa,  who  continue  their 
attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  God,  but  in  &  cold  and 
formal  manner,  and  refting  upon  the  form,  without  the 
power,  lay  themfelves  afleep  in  fecurity.  Bring  your- 
ielves  to  the  teft,  then,  and  fuffer  confidence  to  difcover 
the  truth,  however  painful  and  mortifying.  Is  there  any 
of  you,  who  has  heard  of  the  employment  of  the  faints 
above,  as  confiding  in  the  fervice  of  God,  who  are  not 
able  to  conceive  the  happinefs  or  delight  of  fuch  work  ? 
Is  there  any  among  you,  who  weary  of  the  fervice  of  God, 
not  from  weaknefs  of  body,  but  from  averfion  of  mind, 
who,  immediately  after,  return  to  the  world,  and  its  en- 
joyments, with  eagernefg,  and  lightnefs  of  mind,  like  a 
bullock,  when  he  is  loofed  from  the  yoke  ?  Such  have  good 
reafon  to  fufpect  their  condition,  and  to  fear,  that  they  are 
unrenewed  in  heart.  But,  I  hope,  there  are  not  a  few, 
who,  from  their  heart,  call  the  Sabbath,  u  a  delight,  the 
41  holy  of  the  Lord,  honorable ;  who  efleem  a  day  in  God's 
u  courts  better  than  a  thoufand ;"  whofe  higheft  joy  it  is, 
to  have  their  hearts  captivated  with  his  love,  and  their  af- 
fections enlarged  in  his  praife ;  and  whofe  indifpofition 
often  to  this  work,  by  floth  or  worldlinefs  of  mind,  is  their 
greateft  grief.  Such,  my  brethren,  have  good  reafon  to 
look  forward  to  that  happy  time,  when  they  lhall  ferve  him 
with  unwearied  vi^or  and  alacrity ;  and  fhall  behold  the 
{mile  of  his  countenance  without  one  mortifying  frown. 
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In  the  fourth  place,  I  would  improve  this  fubjeft  for 
the  confolation  of  the  afflitted.  The  hope  of  glory  is  the 
true  and  proper  fource  of  confolation ;  whether  your  for- 
row  arifes  from  fufFering,  or  from  fin ;  for  both  thefe  (hall 
be  perfeft  ftrangers  to  the  happy  abode  of  the  faints  above. 
If  you  are  under  the  anxiety  of  worldly  care,  the  oppref- 
fion  and  reproach  of  the  ungodly,  the  attacks  of  ficknefs, 
the  gradual  loofening  of  the  pins  of  this  feeble  tottering 
frame ;  if  thefe  weaken  the  ftrength  and  mar  the  melody 
of  your  prefent  fongs,  and  compel  you  to  mix  your  praifes 
with  groans,  remember,  that  in  a  fhort  time,  thefe  com- 
plaints will  be  at  an  end,  the  harps  of  God  will  be  given 
you,  and  fkill  to  handle  them.  If  a  fenfe  of  inherent  cor- 
ruption,  if  grief  for  an  abfent  or  an  angry  God,  make 
your  hands  to  hang  down,  exert  the  hope  of  being  made 
not  only  perfeftly  happy,  but  perfeftly  holy,  and  of  ferving 
him  day  and  night  in  his  temple. 

This  leads  me,  in  the  laft  place,  To  direft  you,  to  im- 
prove this  fubjefit  for  animating  your  prefent  devotion. 
Nothing  is  more  proper  for  this  purpofe,  than  the  lively 
hope,  or  rather  anticipation  of  the  heavenly  employment. 
Let  us  overcome  our  prefent  floth,  by  entering,  in  faith 
and  hope,  within  the  vail,  and  confidering  how  we  {hall 
then  praife  him:  then  there  fhall  be  no  wandering  thought, 
no  cold  heart,  no  faultering  tongue,  no  flagging  fpirits. 
And,  as  without  all  queftion,  fome  are  here  prefent,  not  a 
few,  I  would  charitably  hope,  who  ihall  enter  into  that 
temple  of  the  living  God ;  fo  we  know  not  how  foon  any 
of  us  may  be  fent  for,  to  leave  this  worldly  fanftuary,  to 
be  above  the  ufe  of  prefent  ordinances,  and  to  join  the 
innumerable  company  about  the  throne.  In  the  profpeft 
of  this,  Pfal.  cxlix.  1,2.  u — Let  us  fing  unto  the  Lord  a 
44  new  fong,  and  his  praife  in  the  congregation  of  faints. 
44  Let  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him;  let  the  chil- 
44  dren  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King."     Amen. 
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